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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Great Comanche Raid of 1840 was the boldest and 

most daring Indian depredation in the history of Texas. 

This raid resulted in two of the bloodiest and most sig

nificant Indian battles Texas ever witnessed. To under

stand the reasons for this terrible raid upon the settlers 

of the Texas frontier, it is necessary to begin with the 

early years of the Republic of Texas. During the first 

administration of Sam Houston, there was practically no 

Indian trouble. This was the result of Houston's under

standing and benevolent action toward the Indians. 

Houston realized that to establish a stable government, 

it was necessary to make and keep peace with the Indians 

and the Mexicans. Not all of the leaders of Texas shared 

Houston's views. Many believed that the Indians and 

Mexicans should be dealt with more harshly. Such were 

the feelings of Houston's successor, Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

On December 9, 1838, Lamar delivered his inaugural address 

to the Congress of the Republic of Texas. In the address, 

Lamar stated that 

the outlying settlers were continually exposed to 
predatory aggression on the part of Mexican banditti 
and the barbarous warfare waged by hostile Indians; 



that moderation extended to the natives had been 
followed by the perpetration of atrocious cruelties ; 
a merciful policy had only acted as an incentive 
to savage tribes to persevere in their barbarities, 
and it was time that an exterminating war was opened 
a gainst them, which would "admit to no compromise, 
and have no termination except in their total extinc 
tion, or total expulsion. 111 

Lamar was only partially correct in his accusations 

against the Indians. There were few tribes which would 

attack without provocation or without reason. The majority 

of the Indians in Texas never posed a major problem as 

long as they were not molested. 

There was a great change in the Texas Indian policy 

f rom 1838 to 1839. Houston wanted to live at peace with 

the Indians, and Lamar wanted to wage a war of extermina

tion against them. This aggressive action taken against 

the Indians by the Lamar administration was the basic 

foundation for the Great Comanche Raid of 1840. 

Lamar's anti-Indian policy was first initiated 

against the Cherokees. This tribe had emigrated from the 

United States into Texas about 1824. The Indians, under 

the leadership of Chief Bowles, settled in East Texas 

"on a tract of land al ong the Angelina, Neches, and 

1Hubert Howe Bancroft, Histori of the North Mexican 
States and Texas (2 vols., San Francisco:~he History 
Company-:-,5ublishers, 1889), II, p . 315. 

2 



3 

FIGURE 1 

MAP OF CHEROKEE IAND GRANT IN EAST TEXAS 



Trinity rivers, where they remained for fifteen years. 112 

The land upon which the Cherokees resided was very 

beautiful and was desired by the many settlers moving 

in to Texas. In 1839, the Texas government received 

information that the Cherokees, among other tribes, 

we re i nvolved in an alliance with the Centralist party 

in Mexico. This Mexican- Indian alliance was devised 

for the purpose of waging war on the settlers of Texas- 

either to kill them or drive them from the territory. 

Until Mexico could send a large enough force to retake 

Texas, this alliance was designed to keep the Texans 

from get ting a strong foothold. These dealings gave 

Lamar the excuse he needed to expel the Cherokees. In 

July, 1839, the Cherokees were defeated and pushed from 

Texas. 3 

By 1840, the line of frontier settlements extended 

southward from Fort Johnson, on the Red River, to near 

Corpus Christi. The frontier line ran through Bonham, 

Groesbeck, and the territory just north of Austin and 

San Antonio. The land north and west of this line was 

2Walter P. Webb, The Texas Rangers: A Century 
of Frontier Defense (Austin: The University-of Texas 
fiess, 1935), p. 7. 

3webb, The Texas Rangers, pp. 47-54. 

4 



considered Indian territory and was uninhabited except by 

the Comanches and other hostile tribes. 4 

The settlers on the western frontier were con

tinually harassed by Indian depredations. Several 

treaties had been made with the Comanches, but none of 

them were lasting. In January, 1840, a council for peace 

talks was arranged between the Texans and the Comanches. 

On March 19, the Indians arrived in San Antonio. During 

the negotiations, a disagreement arose and fighting 

began. In the massacre which followed, thirty-five 

Comanches were killed, including a number of their 

principal chiefs. 5 

In August, the infuriated Comanches, encouraged by 

Mexican agents, began their infamous Great Comanche Raid. 

The Indians moved down through the settlements to Victoria. 

After attacking the town, killing a number of people, and 

stealing a large number of horses and mules, the Comanches 

proceeded toward Linnville. The Indians burned and looted 

the stores and warehouses, and then began their retreat 

t oward their homes in the hill country. 

4Rupert N. Richardson, The Comanche Barrier to 
South Plains Settlement (Glendaie, California: TheArthur 
H. Clarke Company, 1938), pp. 106-107. 

5Webb, The Texas Rangers, pp. 55-57. 

5 
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On August 12, several Texan forces, under Major

General Felix Huston, defeated the Comanches at Plum 

Creek, near Lockhart. Following this battle, Colonel 

John Moore led an expedition against the Comanches on 

the upper Colorado River. The expedition was a success ; 

an entire Comanche village was destroyed and all of the 

Indians were either killed or captured. 6 

These Texan victories brought a crushing defeat 

to the fiercest Indian tribe in Texas. The Comanches 

were never able to pose another major threat to the 

settlers of the Central Texas region. After the Indians' 

defeat, only minor skirmishes and depredations occurred 

in the region. 

6Ibid., pp. 45-46, 57-62. 

7 



CHAPTER II 

MEXICAN INTERVENTION INTO INDIAN AFFAIRS 

For several years after the Texas Revolution the 

country of Mexico was subjected to turbulent conditions. 

At that time there was a major struggle for power between 

the Federalist and Centralist factions of the government. 

Although the Centralists were in power, their position 

was somewhat unstable. To make matters worse for the 

Centralists, the French government sent an ultimatum to 

the Mexican government "demanding a large indemnity in 

settlement of some claims which the distracted and bank

rupt Mexican government had failed to pay." Taking 

advantage of the situation, the Federalist party began 

a revolt against the Centralists. This revolution failed 

and "the usual shooting of the generals in charge fol 

lowed.111 

Mexico's foreign and domestic problems prevented 

her from raising a large enough force to return to the 

north and regain Texas from the Americans. Not wanting 

the Texans to have the advantage of consolidating their 

independence, the Centralists began formulating the idea 

1Webb, The Texas Rangers, p. 48. 

8 



of an Indian-Mexican alliance for the purpose of retarding 

colonization and eventually retaking Texas and driving 

the settlers from the territory. Although there is no 

substantial evidence to prove that there were Mexican 

emissaries attempting to incite the Indians to wage a 

general war on the settlers in 1836, there were several 

reports of Mexican agents circulating among the Indian 

tribes of Texas. On April 12, 1836, Miguel de Cortinez 

testified before General Edmund P. Gaines that his 

brother Eusebio held a commission from General Cos for 

the purpose of obtaining Indian allies. Lieutenant J. 

Bonnell also reported to General Gaines that during 1836 
, , 

both Manuel Flores and Jose Maria Medrano were circulating 

among the Indians in an attempt to secure Indian allies 

for Mexico. 2 

In December of 1836 a party of Cherokees arrived 

in Matamoros to discuss the possibilities of warfare 

against the Texans. While the Indians were in the city, 

five Texas prisoners escaped from the Matamoros jail. 

The Cherokees pursued the group and returned three of 

the prisoners to the Mexican authorities. The United 

2Thomas Maitland Marshall, A History of the 
Western Boundary of the Louisiana ~urchase, T8"19-I841 
(Berkeley: The lfriiversity of California Pre~i9TZJ, 
pp. 154, 172. 

9 



States Consul in Matamoros reported that the Cherokees were 

"no doubt in the actual service of the Mexican" govern

ment.3 

In 1837 the existence of an Indian-Mexican alliance 

became more apparent. During the summer months a Cherokee 

delegation visited the Mexican officials in Matamoros in 

order to discuss in more detail the particulars of their 

alliance. 4 It was suggested that the "Indians were to 

rendezvous north of the San Antonio road between San 

Antonio and Nacogdoches." When the Indians were ready, 

the Mexican General Filisola was to cross the Rio Grande 

River with five thousand troops and march eastward while 

the Indians moved westward. In this manner the settlers 

would be "exterminated or expelled" from Texas. For 

their part in this military operation, the Cherokees were 

to be given and guaranteed possession of their hunting 
grounds in Texas ; a sort of Indian buffer state was to 
be set up between the Mexican nation and the Americans 
of the United States.5 

3Joseph Milton Nance, After San Jacinto: The 
Texas-Mexican Frontier, 1836-1841 (Austin: The University 
of Texas Press, 1963), p--:-IT3-.--

4According to Yoakum's Histor! of Texas, Mexican 
agents circulated among the tribes o tne frontier Indians 
of Texas during the spring of 1837 to incite the Indians. 
Henderson Yoakum, History of Texas From Its First Settle
ment in 1685 to Its AnnexaTion to tnelJnTfed States in 1846 
1New Yor~ S:-S-:7:edfield, 1BS"S)" ,7T, p. 22 . - --

5Webb, The Texas Rangers, p. 49. 

10 



In his message to the Texas House on May 5, 1837, 

Sam Houston reported that the government of the Republic 

had been informed by "sources entirely satisfactory" of 

the meeting between the Cherokees and the Mexican offi

cials. He also stated that the Indians promised the 

Mexican government "three thousand warriors well armed, 

so soon as it would invade Texas. 116 

This apparently well - formulated plan, for reasons 

still unknown, was never put into effect. On the other 

hand, efforts to coordinate Indian and Mexican opposition 

to the Anglo-Texans continued. 

On July 19, 1838, Vicente Cordova, a Mexican 

citizen residing in Nacogdoches, dispatched a letter to 

Manuel Flores. The purpose of this correspondence was 

to inform Flores that Cordova held a "commission from 

General Filisola, to raise the Indians as auxiliaries to 

the National Army .. II Cordova also stated that he 

had already begun his mission by "inviting a meeting of 

the neighboring tribes .... " The Cherokees, he said, 

11 

"promised me to unite as soon as possible for action. . 11 7 

6Journals of the House of Re~resentatives of the 
Republic of Texas-,-First Congress,econd Session-,-p~2. 

7Vicente Cordova to Manuel Flores (July 19, 1838), 
Texas Indian Papers, 1825-1843, ed. by Dorman Winfrey, I, 
p. 8. 



Several other occurrences in 1838 increased sus

picions that the Cherokees, as well as other Indian tribes, 

were involved in a plot to expel all the Texas settlers 

and help Mexico regain her lost territory. On August 20, 

1838, a Mexican named Don Pedro Julian Miracle was killed 

on the Red River. On his body was found a diary in which 

was a running account of his actions from May 29 to 

12 

August 20. From the diary's contents the Texans learned 

that Miracle had visited the Choctaws, Cherokees, Ki ckapoos, 

Kichai, Chickasaws, Caddoes, Wacos, Tahuacanos, as well 

as Cordova in Nacogdoches. Miracle had not only been 

ordered to relate Filisola's instructions to the Indians, 

but was to distribute powder, lead, and tobacco among the 

tribes. According to his diary, Miracle succeeded in 
8 

accomplishing his mission before he was killed. 

On August 7, 1838, Captain John Durst reported to 

Major-General Thomas J. Rusk, the commander of the militia, 

that a party of over one hundred armed Mexicans, led by 

Vicente Cordova and Nathaniel Norris, were camped on the 

Angelina River. Other reports stated that a number of 

Biloxi and Ioni Indians accompanied the group of malcon

tents. 

8Mr. Anson Jones to Mr. Forsyth (December 31, 1838), 
United States Congress, Senate Executive Documents, 32nd 
Congress, 2nd Session, Vol. III, No. 14, pp. 11-12 ; 
"Memorandum Book," 32nd Cong., 2nd Sess., Vol. III, No. 
14, pp . 14- 1 7 . 



While Rusk ordered a company of soldiers to the 

Angelina River and called for two hundred additional 

volunteers, President Houston ordered the Mexicans and 

Indians "to return to their homes unde r penalty of being 

declared enemies of the Republic." In a reply to Houston's 

proclamation Cordova's forces expressed their grievances 

against the government of the Republic and refused "to 

disperse and to return to their homes. II 

By August 10, Cordova was supported by three hun-

dred Indians as well as a considerable number of defiant 

Mexicans. These rebels began moving in the direction of 

the Cherokee Nation. While a group of volunteers under 

the command of Major H. W. Augustine followed Cordova's 

trail, Major-General Rusk moved directly toward the 

Cherokees' village confident that Cordova was planning 

to proceed to the Cherokee Nation and combine his forces 

with Chief Bowles' tribe. This assumption proved false 

when Rusk was informed that Cordova had changed directions 

and was heading for the upper Trinity. It was also 

reported that the majority of Cordova 's forces had dis 

persed and fled . 9 

On October 14, 1838, Rusk received word that Cordova 

and a number of his followers had gathered and joined with 

the Kickapoo Indians, who were located in present-day 

9Nance, After San Jacinto, pp . 120-121. 

13 



Anderson County. He immediately proceeded for the Kickapoo 

village. On October 16, Rusk was attacked by the Indians. 

Following a short struggle, Rusk made a counter-charge and 

routed the Indians. In the battle, eleven Indians were 

killed. Rusk lost no men but had eleven wounded. Follow

ing the battle Cordova's followers had several skirmishes 

with the Texas volunteers. 10 

In February, 1839, General Valentin Canalizo arrived 

in Matamoros and succeeded General Filisola as commandant 

of the northern frontier. Canalizo immediately issued 

instructions to Manuel Flores and many of the Indian 

tribes in Texas. The instructions, similar to the ones 

issued by Filisola to Flores and Cordova, called for the 

Indians to carry out an incessant war against the Texans. 

He explained that because of troubles with France, Mexico 

was not presently able to dispatch a force large enough 

to regain Texas. The Indians were instructed 

not to cease to harass the enemy for a single day-
to burn their habitations, to lay waste their fields, 
and to prevent them assembling in great numbers, by 
well-concerted movements .... 11 

The Indians were instructed to "spare the defenseless of 

lOibid., p. 121. 

11Valentin Canalizo to Manuel Flores and chiefs 
of the.friendly nations (February 27, 1839), Senate 
Executive Documents, 32nd Cong., 2nd Sess., No. 14, 
pp. 31-32. 

14 



all ages and sexes ... " as well as "punish all Indians 

friendly to the whites, and all the Mexicans who traded 

with the whites." The Indians were cautioned not to ven

ture too close to the frontier of the United States, but 

were advised to "occupy the line of Bexar about the 

Guadalupe, and from the Leon to the mouth of the San 

Marcos." By occupying such a line, the Indians would 

be able to have their enemy in their front and a "friendly 

d . M . . h 1112 an generous nation, as exico, int e rear. 

Upon receiving General Canalizo's instructions in 

March, Cardova, along with sixty-four Mexicans, Indians, 

and Negroes set out for Mexico to meet with Canalizo 

and discuss their plans in detail. 13 Although an attempt 

was made to avoid all contact with the Texas settlers, 

Cordova's trail was discovered by George W. Davis and 

Reuben Hornsby. Fearing the trail to have been made by 

hostile Indians, the men sounded the alarm to the Waterloo 

settlement (present-day Austin). By March 25, one hun

dred men under Colonel Edward Burleson had gathered to 

12J. W. Wilbarger, Indian Depredations in Texas 
(Austin: Hutchings Printing House, 1889), p. T52. 

13According to Edward Burleson in a report to 
Mirabeau B. Lamar (April 4, 1839) there were fifty-three 
Mexicans, six Biloxi Indians, and five Negroes accompany
ing Cordova to Mexico. The Telegraph and Texas Re9ister 
of April 10, 1839, stated that only forty-four Mexicans 
and nine Biloxi Indians were in the group . It is very 
likely that this report was based on the information 
obtained from a deserter from Cordova's group. 

15 



protect the settlers of the region. Scouts reported that 

the trail had crossed the Colorado River and lead toward 

Sequin. Burleson's group immediately set out in pursuit 

of their enemy. While camping ten miles southwest of 

Austin, Burleson received a dispatch which reported that 

the trail of a large Indian party had been found near 

the Waterloo settlement. This report caused the abandon

ment of the pursuit after Cordova. Upon returning to 

the settlement the men discovered that the trail was 

not made by Indians, but was the same one Burleson's 

men had begun following the day before. Although some 

of the men were dissatisfied and refused to "take up 

the trail again," Burleson and about seventy-five men 

proceeded toward Seguin. While camping on Bear Creek, 

southwest of Austin, a man named Roberson, who had 

deserted Cordova's group, arrived at Burleson's camp. 

He informed the Texans that they were following a band 

of Mexicans and not Indians. He stated that Cordova was 

on his way to Matamoros to "obtain munitions of war with 

which to equip the Indians for the purpose of making a 

well directed warfare upon the Texans. 11 14 

On March 28, Burleson's spies sighted Cordova's 

group and reported their observations. The Mexicans had 

14Wilbarger, Indian Depredations, pp. 153-155. 

16 



halted a few miles north of Seguin and were resting on the 

grass, unaware of the approaching Texans. Before deciding 

to attack the Mexicans, Burleson divided his force into 

two divisions. A battle line in the shape of an inverted 

V was formed and the order was given to attack. The 

Mexicans, completely caught off guard, immediately fled. 

A running battle of five or six miles followed. Approxi

mately eighteen of Cordova's men were killed and several 

were taken prisoner. A large number of Mexicans were 

wounded, including Cordova. According to J. W. Wilbarger, 

who obtained his information from two participants in 

the flight, the Texans had no losses. 15 

According to Burleson's official report to Lamar 

on April 4, 1839, Cordova had thirty men killed and nine

teen captured. The bodies of the dead were found the 

following day on the battlefield. 16 

Although neither Wilbarger nor Burleson reported 

any casualties among the Texans, Andrew Sowell states 

that there were three Texans wounded. 17 It would be 

15Ibid., pp. 155-157. 

16Burleson to Lamar (April 4, 1839), The Pa1ers of 
Mirabeau BuonaXarte Lamar, ed. by Charles Adams Gu ick, 
Jr. (Austin: . C. Baldwin and Sons, Printers, 1922), II, 
pp. 49-50. 

17 A. J. Sowell, Early Settlers and Indian Fighters 
of Southwest Texas (Austin: Ben C. Jones and Company, 
"Printers, 1900), p. 417. 

17 



highly unusual for a fight such as this to take place 

in which one side sustained no casualties. 

Following this skirmish Cordova and the remainder 

of his group made their way on to Mexico. It was soon 

learned that Cordova was to return to East Texas shortly 

and visit the Indian tribes there, supplying them with 

arms and ammunition from the Mexican government. Upon 

receiving this information a company of about twenty 

men led by Captain Micah Andrews was organized to patrol 

the western frontier, protect the settlers from Indian 

attacks, and keep a lookout for Cordova. In May, 1839, 

a group of thirteen Mexicans and eleven Indians led by 

Manuel Flores began travelling along the Texas frontier 

to visit the "Northern Indians" and gain their support 

in Canalizo's plan. On May 14, while travelling between 

San Antonio and Seguin, Flores' group murdered four sur

veyors whom they had encountered. The sounds of their 

gunfire attracted the surveyors' friends, who were 

nearby. The incident was immediately reported to Colonel 

Burleson. 18 

On May 15, Flores and his group crossed the 

Guadalupe at present- day New Braunfels and moved in the 

direction of Austin. Late in the afternoon Flores' party 

18Nance, After San Jacinto, pp. 130-132. 

18 



was sighted by two men of Captain Andrews' company who 

had been out looking for a deer to kill for supper. 

Because of the time of day the men were not able to 

determine if the horses they had seen were mounted. 

They reported their sighting and Andrews decided to 

intercept the "unknown party." On the following day, 

after a hard pursuit, Andrews' company caught up with 

Flores just as the Mexicans and Indians entered a dense 

cedar brake. The groups met face to face at a distance 

of fifty yards, but after much discussion over the size 

of Flores' group, Andrews decided to return home with

out a fight. Flores continued north while Andrews and 

his men headed for the Waterloo settlement. As the 

Texans began their return trip, there was much dis

sension among the troops as to whether they should 

turn around and continue their pursuit or return without 

a fight. They finally agreed that Flores' group was not 

as large as it had first appeared; so they resumed their 

chase. On the 17th Captain Andrews' horse became lame 

and Andrews was forced to abandon the chase. Several 

others were forced to turn back also because of their 

lame horses. Lieutenant James 0. Rice was placed in 

command of the seventeen remaining Texans. Upon reaching 

the San Gabriel River on the 18th the Texans found where 

the enemy had rested and had cut down a bee tree to 

19 



obtain some honey. Very shortly the Texans came within 

sight of the Mexicans and Indians. In their flight the 

enemy attempted several times to "make a stand as if they 

intended to offer battle" but the Texans did not hesitate 

and Flores' group would "renew their flight." Upon 

reaching the North San Gabriel the Texans overtook the 

enemy.19 In the attack which followed, Flores and two 

of his men were shot and killed. The remainder of the 

group fled in the direction of the Brazos River, leaving 

all their supplies and baggage behind. The Texans cap

tured 

about three hundred pounds of powder, and about 
the same of lead, ready to run into balls and shot, 
and some bar-lead; they also took one hundred and 
fourteen head of mules and horses, and all their 
packing apparatus.20 

In addition to the munitions and supplies taken 

from the Flores party, several important papers were 

found and were sent to Colonel Burleson, who reported 

them to the Secretary of War. One of these papers was 

a letter written by General Canalizo to the chiefs of 

the Caddoes, Seminoles, Kickapoos, and Cherokees. It 

1839), 
Cong., 

19Nance, After San Jacinto, pp. 132-136. 
20 

Edward Burleson to Albert S. Johnston (May 22, 
U. S. Congress, Senate Executive Documents, 32nd 
2nd Sess., III, No. 14, pp. 29-30. 

20 



urged the Indians to follow Flores ' instructions and 

expect nothing from the Texans who were 

greedy adventurers for land, who wish to deprive 
you even of the sun which warms and vivifies you, 
and who will not cease to injure you while the 
grass grows and water flows. 2 1 

Another letter found in Flores' possession was wr itten 

by Cordova, who stated that he was unable to return to 

Texas at the present time because of a wound which he 

had received. This wound mentioned was probably sus 

tained in his fight with the Texans near Seguin on 

March 28. 22 

With Cordova detained south of the Rio Grande and 

Flores dead, the Texas settlers hoped to have less trouble 

with the Indians. After the passage of the land law of 

1837, the Indians saw their land gradually diminishing. 

They needed little agitation from the Mexicans to induce 

them to make war on the settlers of Texas. Much of the 

land desired by the settlers in East Texas was occupied 

by the Cherokees. After acquiring the papers which had 

been in possession of Manuel Flores, President Lamar and 

his cabinet were convinced that the Cherokees had been in 

21canalizo to chiefs of the Caddoes, Seminoles, 
Cherokees, and others, U. S . Congress, Senate Executive 
Documents, 32nd Cong., 2nd Sess., III, No. 14, p. 35. 

22 Ibid., p. 30. 

21 



"treasonable correspondence" with the Mexican government. 

Lamar felt that the Cherokees must be moved from Texas 

in order to provide security against an Indian-Mexican 

plot to retake the territory. By moving the tribe 

from Texas Lamar also believed that much more land could 

be obtained for settlement. During the summer of 1839, 

Lamar began negotiating for a peaceful removal of the 

Cherokees from Texas. 

22 



CHAPTER III 

EXPULSION OF THE CHEROKEES 

It is a well - established fact that President Lamar ' s 

attitude toward the Indians was hostile. Having been 

influenced by Governor Troup of Georgia during the Creek 

wars, Lamar believed that the Indians in Texas, if per

mitted to remain on their lands, must be subject to the 

laws of the Republic. On December 21, 1838, Lamar made 

clear in his first address to Congress that the policy of 

pacification supported by President Houston had been a 

total failure. He said that as long as the Texans pur

sued such a policy, "so long will the Indians continue 

to bloody the edge of the tomahawk, and move onward in 

the work of rapacity and slaughter. 111 Lamar ' s only 

answer to the continuous depredations in Texas was that 

we should retaliate their warfare, not in the 
murder of their women and children, but in the 
prosecution of an exterminating war upon their 
warriors, which will admit of no compromise and 
have no termination exceQt in their total extinc
tion or total expulsion.2 

1 Lamar's message to Congress (December 21, 1838), 
Gulick, Jr. (ed.), Lamar Papers, II, p. 352. 

2Ibid., pp. 352-353. 
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With such an attitude toward the Indians, Lamar, 

on December 21, 1838, signed a bill which provided for 

the protection of the northern and western frontiers of 

Texas. At the same time this act was to provide for 

offensive operations against the Indians. The law called 

for the establishment of a regiment of eight hundred and 

forty men. These men would be enlisted for a period of 

three years and were required to patrol and protect the 

frontiers of Texas. From the Kiamisha Red River to the 

Nueces River a military road was to be constructed. Along 

this road forts were to be built for added protection 

against the Indians. 3 The measures provided by this act 

were inadequate for the protection of the whole Texas 

frontier . On December 29, 1838, Lamar signed another 

bill calling for the fo rmation of eight companies of 

mounted volunteers. These men were to serve for a 

period of six months at a time. 4 

Since the anti - Indian sentiment of Lamar was also 

shared by General Albert Sidney Johnston, the Secretary 

of War, and G. W. Bonnell, the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs, war between the settlers and the Indians seemed 

3H. P. N. Gammel (ed.), The Laws of Texas, 1822-
1897 (Austin: The Gammel Book Company, T8"98), II,~ 
~o. 

4Ibid., pp. 29-30. 
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almost inevitable. By May, 1839, the Cherokee situation 

had come to a climax. During the past several years 

there had been much dispute over the legality of the 

claims of the Cherokees for the land on which they were 

living. According to Chief Bowles a treaty negotiated 

between the Provisional Government and the Cherokees on 

February 20, 1836, gave his tribe legal claim to the 

land on which they lived. Lamar argued that the treaty 

"was a nullity when made--is inoperative now ; --has never 

b · d b h · G d never w1.· 11 be. 115 een sanctione y tis overnment, an 

Although the Cherokees had emigrated to Texas and had 

settled upon lands which were not their own, the govern

ment of the Republic had permitted them to remain there 

as long as they abided by the laws of the Republic and 

did not commit depredations on the settlers of Texas. 

With the mounting evidence that entangled the Cherokees 

in a conspiracy with the Mexican government and other 

Indian tribes, Lamar dispatched a letter to Chief Bowles 

informing him that the government of the Republic was 

aware of the Indians' dealings with the Mexicans and 

that he hoped to negotiate a peaceful removal of the 

Cherokees from Texas since their presence was not desired. 

5Mirabeau B. Lamar to Chief Bowles (May 26, 1839), 
Texas Indian Papers, 1825-1843, ed. by Dorman Winfrey, 
I, p. 62. 
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Lamar also charged the Cherokees with other misdealings. 

Not only had they been in "treasonable correspondence" 

with the Mexican government, but they had "given coun

tenance" to Cordova's rebellion in August, 1838. They 

had also allowed their village to be the meeting place 

where our enemies have met to concer t thei r plans 
and we believe that it has been partly through your 
tribe, that other Indians with whom we are at war, 
have received their ammunition and supplies.6 

Because of such circumstances which existed 

around the presence of the Cherokees, President Lamar 

ordered Major B. C. Waters and a detachment of volunteers 

to proceed to the Great Saline and construct a fort in the 

vicinity of the Cherokee Nation. Upon arriving at the 

Saline, Chief Bowles challenged Waters and threatened 

to attack his troops if an attempt to build a fort in 

the area was made. Not wanting to battle the Cherokees, 

Major Waters moved his troops from the Saline. Upon 

receiving the news of Chief Bowles' actions, Lamar 

ordered Major Waters to return to the Saline. He also 

dispatched a letter to the Cherokees informing them 

that the fort was to be built on ly for the purpose of 

preventing hostile Indians and Mexican agents from cir

culating in the area and making their headquarters in 

6Lamar to Chief Bowles (May 26, 1839), Texas 
Indian Papers, ed. by Winfrey, I, pp. 62-63. 
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the Cherokee Nation. The fort was for the protection of 

the Texas settlers and in no way was to hinder the life 

of the Cherokees. 7 

In regard to Lamar's demand that the Cherokees 

be removed from Texas, Chief Bowles agreed that the 

Indians and the white man would never be able to live 

compatibly, and that the Cherokees would be willing to 

leave the Republic provided that the government would 

compensate them for improvements made upon their lands. 8 

Pleased to hear that Chief Bowles was willing to 

remove his tribe from Texas peacefully, President Lamar 

gladly accepted Bowles' terms for removal. He immediately 

appointed David G. Burnet, James S. Mayfield, Thomas J. 

Rusk, Albert S. Johnston, and J. W. Burton as commis

sioners to negotiate the removal of the Cherokees to 

Arkansas. 9 

President Lamar made it known that if the commis

sioners failed to bring about a peaceful removal of the 

Cherokees, it would become necessary to remove the tribe 

forcefully. For this reason, Colonel Edward Burleson, 

commanding two companies, was ordered to the Cherokee 

7Ibid., pp. 61-63. 

8Richmond Telescope and Regist~r, July 31, 1839. 

9Ibid., September 4, 1839. 
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territory. Major W. J. Jones and two hundred volunteers 

were also ordered to the peace conference. General 

Kelsey H. Douglass, who led about two hundred men, was 

placed in command of the whole operation. The combined 

forces consisted of approximately nine hundred men. 10 

According to Albert Sidney Johnston, the commis

sioners and the Indians attempted for several days to 

arrange "an equitable basis for the peaceful removal of 

the Cherokees." The improvements made on the Indians' 

lands were to be appraised, and the Cherokees were to be 

paid "in si 1 ver and goods before their removal." The 

commissioners used "every means to effect a friendly nego

tiation, but without success, and at noon on the 15th day 

of July announced their failure. 1111 

28 

Finding that peaceful negotiations for the Cherokees' 

removal had been a failure, the militia was required to 

use forceful measures as its only alternative. In accord

ance to Lamar's orders, on July 15 the militia began its 

march to the Cherokee village on the Neches. Colonel 

Landrum crossed the Neches and proceeded up the west bank 

10John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of 
Texas (Austin: L. E. Daniell, n.d-:l-:-p~66-69. 

11William Preston Johnston, The Life of Albert 
Sidney Johnston (New York: D. Appleton~ Company, 
1879), pp. 108-110. 



of the river, while the volunteers under Burleson and 

Rusk directed their march to Chief Bowles' camp. The 

forces arrived at the camp only to find that it had 

been deserted and that the Indians had retreated to the 

vicinity of a Delaware Indian village where they took 

up a strong position in a ravine and a thicket. After 

the Indians opened fire on the volunteers, an attack 

was made by Colonel Burleson, Lieutenant-Colonel 

Woodlief, and General Rusk. The attack drove the 

Indians from their positions. Eighteen Cherokees 

were found dead on the battlefield, while many of the 

wounded were carried away by the others. The Texans ' 

losses consisted of two killed and six wounded, one 

mortally. According to General Douglass the Texans 

captured "five Kegs of Powder, 250 lbs lead, many 

horses, Cattle, Corn, and other property" including 
12 most of their baggage. 

On the following day, July 16, the militia 

began its pursuit of the Cherokees. The two regiments 

under Colonel Burleson and General Rusk began moving 

up the west bank of the Neches. After a march of 

about four miles, the main force was informed by 

12K. H. Douglass to A. S. Johns ton (July 16, 
1839), Texas Indian Papers, ed. by Winfrey, I, pp. 
76-77. 

29 



their spies that the Indians were "but a short distance 

in advance." The Indians at first took up positions in 

an Indian hut and a cornfield, but shortly "advanced to 

a thicket and branch .... " After heavy firing from 

both sides, the volunteers charged the enemy positions. 

The Indians broke their ranks and retreated "into a 

dense thicket and swamp in the Neches bottom, which was 

charged by the whole force." According to General 

Douglass the enemy "consisted of about five hundred, 

their line extending at one time a mile. 1113 

The results of the battle on the Neches were 

very disastrous for the Cherokees. At the end of a 

hotly-contested hour-and-a-half battle, there were 

over one hundred dead or wounded Indians on the battle

ground . Among those killed was Chief Bowles, the princi

pal leader of the Cherokees. The Texan losses were only 

two killed, twenty-seven wounded, three mortally. 14 

Among those Texans wounded were "Vice President Burnet, 

General Albert Sidney Johnston, Adjutant General McLeod 

and Major Kaufman . 1115 

13K. H. Douglass to M. B. Lamar (July 17, 1839), 
Gulick, (ed.), Lamar Papers, III, pp. 46- 47. 

1
4Eancroft, Histort of the North Mexican States 

and Texas, II, pp. 323-32 . 

15wilbarger, Indian Depredations, p. 172 . 
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In their pursuit of the remaining Cherokees, the 

militia-men not only destroyed many Indian villages, but 

captured and scattered their livestock. General Douglass 

reported that the Indian Territory through which he 

passed was very beautiful. He reported that the Cherokees, 

as well as the Delawares, Shawnees, Caddoes, Kickapoos, 

Biloxies, Creeks, Ouchies, Muscogees, and Seminoles had 

planted extensive fields of corn, beans, and peas. Many 

of these crops were destroyed in the belief that they had 

been planted to sustain the Indians and the Mexican troops 

in their war against the Texans. Douglass also suggested 

that the government should send out a group of men to 

destroy the remainder of the crops. 16 It has never been 

proven that the many fields of crops were going to sus

tain the Indians and Mexicans during a war with the 

Republic. Douglass estimated that there would have 

been enough food to supply a thousand Indians as well as 

the Mexican army for at least a year. In order to avoid 

this possibility, General Douglass suggested that the 

fields be burned. 17 

By July 25 the pursuit of the Cherokees was 

halted. The scattered remnants of the Cherokees fled 

into Arkansas and other areas. After the battle on the 
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16Richmond Telescope and Register, September 4, 1839. 

17 Ibid. 



Neches, Chief Bowles' son, John, became the Cherokees ' 

leader, along with another Indian called Egg. After 

remaining in hiding around the upper Trinity for several 

months, these chiefs attempted to lead the remainder of 

their tribe into Mexico. Their trail was discovered by 

Colonel Burleson and his men. On Christmas Day they 

were overtaken by the Texans near the mouth of the San 

Saba River where a short, but fierce, fight ensued. 

Both John Bowles and Egg were killed, along with five 

other warriors. Twenty- seven women and children were 

captured, including the wife of Chief Bowles, who had 

been killed in East Texas, and "the wife, three children, 

and two sisters of John Bowles." All the Indians ' "camp 

equipage," horses, and cattle were captured . The Texans 

lost only two men--Captain John L. Lynch and a Tonkawa 

Indian. The few Indians who escaped eventually rejoined 

their friends in the Indian Territory.18 

This was the last fight in which the Cherokees 

participated in Texas. This tribe never again presented 

a threat to the settlers. With the expulsion of the 

Cherokees and their associated tribes, Indian depredations 

in the more settled areas of the Republi c became almost 

18Webb, The Texas Rangers, pp. 54-55; Wilbarger, 
Indian DepredatTons, pp. 172- 173. 
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nonexistent. The major Indian threat was removed to the 

frontier areas of the Republic where settlers were daily 

threatened by such tribes as the Comanche and the Kiowa. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE COUNCIL HOUSE FIGHT 

Of all the Indian tribes within the boundaries of 

the Republic of Texas, the Comanches were the most serious 

threat to the settlers. Regardless of numerous treaties 

negotiated between the Comanches and the Texans, the 

Brazos and Colorado river valleys continued to be har

assed by Indian depredations. On March 12, 1839, Louis 

P. Cooke, in writing to General Albert Sidney Johnston, 

stated that he was totally "convinced that speedy relief 

must be had, or depopulation will necessarily soon ensue. 

The whole country is literally swarming with redskins. 111 

The Comanches made numerous appearances in the vicinity 

of San Antonio in 1839 but limited their activities 

mostly to theft. 

On January 10, 1840, Colonel Henry W. Karnes, 

who was the commandant of the post of San Antonio, informed 

the Secretary of War that three Comanche chiefs and one 

Mexican captive had arrived in the city to discuss the 

possibility of a peace treaty. The Indians informed 

1Johnston, Life of~- Johnston, p. 115 . 
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Colonel Karnes that their nation had held a "general 

council" and had chosen a chief to discuss peace terms 

with the white men. Karnes refused negotiations "with

out the release of the American Captives, and the restora

tion of all stolen property; besides giving guarantees 

that future depredators on our property should be 

delivered up for punishment. 112 After informing Karnes 

that their council had already agreed to the terms 

eighteen days before, the chiefs hastily assured him 

that they had had no connection with the Cherokee or 

the Mexican Centralists in their dealings against the 

Republic of Texas. They agreed to return to San Antonio 

in twenty or thirty days with other Comanche chiefs, as 

well as all their white captives, to begin peace nego

tiations. After being presented with gifts, which was 

the general custom, the Indians left the city. 3 

Because of the well-known fact that the Comanches 

very seldom kept their promises, the Secretary of War 

instructed Colonel William S. Fisher, commander of the 

First Regiment of Infantry, to proceed immediately with 

three companies to San Antonio in order to seize the 

2Letter from H. W. Karnes to Albert S. Johnston 
(January 10, 1840), Texas Indian Papers, ed. by Winfrey, 
I, pp. 101-102. 

3Ibid. 
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Indians as hostages if they failed to bring in their 

white prisoners. The troops would not be used if the 

Indians returned their captives. If the Comanches failed 

to fulfill their promise, they were to be held as hos 

tages by the Texans until all the white captives had 

been returned. Instructions were also given to dis

pense with the former practice of presenting gifts to 

the Indians. Two commissioners, Adjutant- Gene r al Hugh 

McLeod and Colonel William G. Cooke, were chosen to carry 

out the negotiations with the Indians. 4 

On the morning of March 19 two Comanche scouts 

arrived in San Antonio and informed the commissioners 

of the approaching Indians. Shortly after this a pa r ty 

of sixty-five Indians, including men, women, and children, 

entered the city. With them was only one white captive, 

a fifteen - year-old girl named Matilda Lockhart. Following 

the Indians' arrival the twelve principal chiefs were led 

into the Council House. 

The Council House was a "one - story, stone building" 

which "adjoined the stone jail on the corner of Main 

Plaza and Calabosa (Market) Street. The ya r d back of the 

4Letter from A. S . Johnston to Lieut. - Col. Wm. S. 
Fisher (January 30, 1840), Texas Indian Papers, ed. by 
Winfrey, I, pp. 105- 106. 
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Court House was later the City Market on Market Street . 115 

All the Indians not involved in the peace talks 

inside the Council House remained outside in the Court 

House yard. Here the young boys performed for the towns

people by showing off their skill at "shooting arrows at 

pieces of money put up by some of the Americans. 116 

Since the Indians had promised to bring in all 

their white captives, the Texans were a little surprised 

at the fact that only one prisoner was returned. After 

questioning Matilda Lockhart the commissioners learned 

that the Indians "had brought her in to see if they 

could get a high price for her, and, if so, they intended 

to bring in the rest, one at a time." She also stated 

that there were other white prisoners at the Comanches' 

principal camp and that she had seen them several days 

before. 

As the Council talks began Colonel Fisher's troops 

were ordered into the vicinity of the council room. The 

Indians were then questioned as to the whereabouts of 

the other captives. Chief Muke-war-rah told the commis

sioners that "We have brought in the only one we had ; the 

5Mildred P. Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas (Waco, 
Texas: The Texian Press, 1965), p.21. -

6Rena Maverick Green (ed.), Memoirs of Mary A. 
Maverick (San Antonio: The Alamo Printing Company,-1921), 
p. 31. 
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others are with other tribes." The commissioners realized 

this to be an outright lie. Following a pause in the 

council room, the chief then "asked quickly, 'How do you 

like answer? 1117 In reply to the chief's question 

Fisher replied: 

I do not like your answer. I told you not to come 
here again without bringing in your prisoners. You 
have come against my orders. Your women and children 
may depart in peace, and your braves may go and tell 
your people to send in the prisoners. When those 
prisoners are returned, your chiefs here present may 
likewise go free. Until then we will hold you as 
hostages.8 

At this time one company of troops was marched into 

the council room and another one to the rear of the build

ing. Captain George T. Howard posted guards at the doors 

in the council room and lined his men up across the room. 

The Indians were told that the soldiers they saw were 

their guards and that they would not harm them if they 

did not resist. The chiefs, realizing their situation, 

strung their bows and presented their knives in preparation 

for a fight. "Colonel Fisher ordered; 'Fire, if they do 

not desist~'" At that moment one of the chiefs ran for 

the door where he stabbed the sentinel with his knife. 

The Indian was ordered shot. As the chief fell dead 

7Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, pp. 76-77. ----
8Johnston, Life of Albert S. Johnston, p. 117. 
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others attacked the soldiers, who were ordered to fire. 

In a matter of seconds all twelve Comanche chiefs lay 

dead. 9 

Upon hearing the war whoops from within the 

Council House, the Indians in the Court House yard 

realized what was happening and fled in all directions. 

The soldiers, firing into the crowds of people, killed 

both Indians and whites. The company of troops under 

Captain Redd, stationed in the rear of the Council 

House, was attacked by the Indians, who fought desperately. 

These Indians were forced to take shelter in the stone 

houses around the Council House. Another group of Indians 

attempted to escape across the river, but a party of 

mounted men under Colonel Lysander Wells cut them off 

and killed all but one, a Mexican renegade. 10 

The Indians fled in all directions down the 

streets and between the houses. As the Indians were 

attempting to escape to the river, one was suddenly con

fronted by a large Negro woman who was making an attempt 

t o protect her children as well as those of her master. 

As the Indian approached her, she stood bravely '~ith a 

great rock lifted in both hands above her head" crying 

out to the savage that "If you don't go 'way from here 

9Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 77. 

10Ibid. 
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I'll mash your head with this rock!" The Indian, not 

wishing to waste his time disarming the woman, changed 

directions and fled down the street. 11 

Several Indians attempted to seek refuge in a 

stone kitchen house. Since the Indians would neither 

come out nor surrender, a plan was needed to fo r ce 

them from the building. During the night several men 

get on top of the building and 

dropped a candlewick ball soaked in turpentine, 
and blazing, through a hole in the roof upon one 
Indian's head and so hurt and frightened them 
both that they opened the doo r and rushed out- - to 
their deaths.12 

In the short but fierce battle, out of a total 

of sixty-five Indians, sixty- four were either killed or 

taken prisoner . Only one renegade Mexican escaped. 

Thirty chiefs and warriors, three women, and two 

children were killed. Twenty- seven women and children 

and two old men were captured. In addition to the cap

tives taken, over one hundred horses and many buffalo 

robes and peltries were confiscated. 13 

11Green (ed.), Memoirs of Mary Maverick, p. 33. 
12 Ibid., p. 35. 

13Report from Col . Hugh McLeod to M. B. Lamar 
(March 20, 1840), Journals of the House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas, FiltnCongress-,- First Session, 
Appendix, l39ff.-
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Even though the Indians were greatly outnumbered 

and were required to fight with primitive weapons such 

as bows, arrows, and knives, because of the ferocity of 

their attack, they were able to inflict casualties on 

the Texans. The Texans' losses were as follows: 

Killed--Lieut. W. M. Dunnington, First Infantry; 
private Kaminske, of (A) company ; private Whitney, 
of (E) company; Judge Thom~son, of Houston; Judge 
Hood, of Bexar; Mr. Casey LG. W. Cayce ) , of Matagorda 
county, and a Mexican, name unknown. Total killed, 
seven. 

List of Wounded- -Capt. George T. Howard, Capt. 
Mathew Caldwell, Lieut. Edward A. Thompson, First 
Infantry ; private Kelly, company (I); Judge Robinson ; 
Mr. Higginbotham

4
• Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Carson. Total 

wounded, eight.l 

All the captive Indians were locked in the city 

jail. The Texans entered a twelve- day truce with the 

Indians in which they would be able to exchange the 

Indians captured at the Council House Fight for the 

white prisoners at the Comanche's village. One Indian 

squaw was released, given provisions and a horse, and 

permitted to go to the Comanche camp in order to take 

the news of the Indians' defeat and prepare for an 

exchange of prisoners. 

14McLeod to Lamar (March 20, 1840), Journals of 
the House of ReSresentatives of the Republic of Texa~ 
5tFi Cong. ,2nd ess., Appendix, T1'9" ff. -
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On April 3, Chief Piava and a squaw arrived in 

San Antonio and announced that the Commanches had brought 

in white captives for exchange. The chief was presented 

gifts of "bread, brown sugar candy cones (peloncillo) 

and a beef." On April 4 the talks resumed. Two white 

captives were finally exchanged for two Indians. Three 

other white captives were returned to San Antonio at this 

time. One of these was a boy, B. L. Webster. 15 He 

related that when the Comanches heard about the deaths 

of their chiefs in San Antonio they 

howled, and cut themselves with knives, and killed 
horses, for several days. And they took all the 
American captives, thirteen in number, and roasted 
and butchered them to death with horrible cruelties ; 
that he and a little girl named Putnam, five years 
old, had been spared because they had previously 
been adopted into the tribe.16 

The Comanches treated their captives cruelly. This 

can be seen in the examples of the conditions of the 

Putnam girl and Matilda Lockhart who had been returned 

to the Texans. When Matilda Lockhart arrived in San 

Antonio with the Comanches, she was being used as a herder 

for the Indians ' extra ponies. There were many bruises 

and sores on her head, arms, and face, and her nose was 

"actually burnt off to the bone--all the fleshy end gone, 

15Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas, pp . 25-29. 

16Green (ed.), Memoirs of Mary Maverick, pp. 36-37. 
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and a great scab formed on the end of the bone. Both 

nostrils were wide open and denuded of flesh." The girl 

related how the Indians beat her and woke her in the night 

by "sticking a chunk of fire to her flesh. 1117 The Putnam 

girl was in much the same condition. 

The Indians who had been made prisoners at the 

Council House Fight were later moved from the city jail 

to San Jose Mission. From there they were removed to 

Camp Cook at the head of the San Antonio River. Because 

of lax security, they gradually escaped and returned to 

their own people. None of these prisoners were treated 

unkindly, but they never trusted the kindness that was 

offered them. Several were actually taken into people's 

homes to live and work, but they, too, ran away when the 

opportunities arose.18 

The Comanches remained in the vicinity of San 

Antonio for the rest of the spring and part of the summer 

while recovering from the severe defeat which had been 

dealt to them at the Council House Fight. The small 

parties of Comanches continued stealing livestock, 

burning houses, and attacking individual settlers. The 

17Green (ed.), Memoirs of Mary Maverick, p. 44. 

18Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas, p. 25. 
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deaths of twelve of their chiefs were a serious blow to 
/ 

the Comanches. The Indians finally retired to Cornancheria 

among the hills above San Antonio and Austin to make 

preparations to strike back at the Texans. 
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CHAPTER V 

COMANCHE RAIDS ON VICTORIA AND LINNVILLE 

Late in May of 1840, the Texas government received 

word that General Canalizo, in Matamoros, was once again 

attempting to incite the Indians to wage war upon the 

white settlers. Hoping to take advantage of the Indian 

situation following the expulsion of the Cherokees, the 

killing of Chief Bowles, and the highest outrage, the 

slaughter of the Comanche chiefs at the Council House in 

San Antonio, Canalizo once again sent Mexican emissaries 

into Texas to visit the Indians, primarily the Comanches. 

As soon as the news was confirmed that an Indian raid 

was imminent, Dr. Branch T. Archer, the Secretary of 

War for the Republic, called for the formation of 

militias to repel the Indians . The attack never came, 

and after several weeks, the volunteers who had gathered 

dispersed and returned to their homes. It is almost 

certain that Mexican spies had been stationed in Texas 

to observe the movements of the Texans and that the 

Indian raid was delayed because of the precautionary 

measures taken by the Texans. Shortly after the dis

persal of the volunteers, the Comanches began their 
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infamous Great Comanche Raid of 1840.
1 

This Indian raid, which caught the Texans unaware, 

caused the deaths of many settlers and the destruction 

of much property. To understand how the Indians could 

make a surprise attack on Victoria and Linnville, so 

far from their village, it is necessary to have some 

knowledge about the geography of the region at that 

time. One author describes it as follows: 

At the time of this raid the country between the 
Guadalupe and San Marcos, on the west, and the 
Colorado on the east, above a line drawn from 
Gonzales to LaGrange, was a wilderness, while 
below that line it was thinly settled. Between 
Gonzales and Austin, on Plum Creek, were two 
recent settlers, Isom J. Goode and John A. Neill. 
From Gonzales to within a few miles of LaGrange 
there was not a settler. There was not one between 
Gonzales and Bastrop, nor one between Austin and 
San Antonio. A road from Gonzale s to Austin, then in 
the first y2ar of its existence, had been opened in 
July, 1839. 

With little effort the war party of Indians was 

able to move down through Central Texas virtually unnoticed. 

Seething over their losses at the Council House Fight, 

the Comanches were agitated by Mexican agents to make 

war on the Texans. During the night of August 4 a war 

party of approximately six hundred Comanche and Kiowa 

1sam Houston Dixon, Romance and Tra~edy of Texas 
Histor~ (Houston: Texas Historical Publis ing Co., 1924), 
I, p. 66. 

21. E. Daniell, Texas: The Country and Its Men 
(Austin: L. E. Daniell, n.d.),p. 49. -- --



Indians, accompanied by a few Mexicans, descended from 

their homes in the hill country above San Antonio, San 

Marcos, and Austin and began their march to the coast 

in an effort to avenge the deaths of their chiefs at 

the Council House Fight. 3 

The first Texan encounter with the Indians was 

made on August 5 in the Hallettsville area. 4 Dr. Joel 

Ponton and Tucker Foley, en route from Columbus to 

Gonzales, came upon a group of twenty-seven Indians 

from the main war party. Immediately upon seeing the 

Indians, the two men turned their horses and attempted 

to outrun the Comanches to a creek three miles behind 

them. Dr. Ponton, who was riding a slow horse, was soon 

3The number of Indians participating in the Great 
Comanche Raid seems to vary according to different reports. 
According to the Austin City Gazette of August 12, 1840, 
the Comanche raiding party consisted of approximately five 
hundred Indians; a later City Gazette on August 19 stated 
that the party consisted o only two hundred Indians; 
John Linn, a citizen of Victoria, reported that there 
were six hundred Indians involved in the raid on Victoria. 
John J. Linn, Reminiscenses of rifty Years in Texas (New 
York: Sadler and Company, l"B'B3 , p. 338; Ben McCulloch, 
who was a major participant in the defeat of the Comanches 
at Plum Creek, stated that there were close to one thousand 
Indians. This estimate is probably too high, since 
McCulloch was known to have exaggerated on many occasions. 
Victor M. Rose, The Life and Services of General Ben 
McCulloch (Philaaeip"fiia: -rictorial Bureau of the--r>i=ess, 
1888), p. 55. 

4Most accounts of the Comanche raid agree that the 
first encounter made with the Indians occurred on August 
5, although John H. Jenkins states in his memoirs that 
the date was August 6. 
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overtaken; but it became evident that the Indians were 

more interested in capturing the faster horse ridden 

by Tucker Foley. As the Indians overtook Ponton they 

attempted to make a passing attack on his life. 

Having received several wounds, Ponton fell from his 

horse and pretended to be dead. After the Indians 

had all disappeared, he crawled into a thicket and 

some tall grass where he hid. 

Following a three-mile chase, Foley reached 

Pontons Creek where he attempted to hide in the water. 

Foley was soon discovered and the Indians captured him. 

They then returned to where Ponton had been left for 

dead. The Indians were not able to locate him and 

Foley was made to call for his companion, who, of course, 

did not answer. The Comanches then tortured Foley by 

cutting off the bottoms of his feet and forcing him to 

walk some distance. The Indians then shot and scalped 

him. 5 

During the night Dr. Ponton made his way to his 

home in Lavaca settlement where he related the attack 

made upon himself and Tucker Foley. Immediately Captain 

Adam Zumwalt and thirty-six men set out for the scene 

5John Holmes Jenkins (ed.), Recollections of 
(Arly Texas: The Memoirs of John Holland Jenkins-

in: The University orTexas Press, 1958), pp. 60-
62. 
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of the attack. After locating Foley's body and burying 

him, the men began their pursuit of the Indians. 6 On 

that same day a mail carrier from Austin arrived in 

Gonzales and reported the discovery of a large, fresh 

Indian trail crossing Plum Creek and leading southward. 

A group of twenty- four men was assembled by Captain Ben 

McCulloch. They then hastened to the Big Hill area, 

where they hoped to locate the Indians' trail. 7 They 

set up camp for the night at the Big Hill, also known 

as McClure's Hill. Early on the morning of August 7, 

the Indians' trail was located. During the morning 

Captain Zumwalt's men from the Lavaca settlement joined 

McCulloch's force and the combined parties began follow -

49 

ing the Indians' trail. About mid- day the forces, con

sisting of sixty men, noticed a group of approaching horse

men. The third party of men was "a company of sixty-five 

men from Victoria and the Quero sic or Blair's settlement, 

under the command of Captain John Tomlinson. 118 With the 

6Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 79. 

7The Big Hill, located approximately sixteen 
miles east of Gonzales, is a high elevation in an 
extended ridge running from the northeast to the south
west. Most Indian parties which raided into the lower 
settlements would usually cross the Gonzales - Columbus 
road in this area because of the advantage of a high 
elevation. Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 79. 

8Austin City Gazette, September 2, 1840. 



combined forces, numbering one hundred and twenty-five, 

the men continued their pursuit in a "brisk trot." 

After combining forces with Captain Tumlinson, they 

learned that the Indians had attacked the town of 

Victoria. Only after the Indians had r etired for the 

night were the men able to go for help from neighboring 

settlements. 9 

At four o'clock on August 6 the Comanche war 

party made its sudden appearance on the outskirts of 

Victoria. The citizens were caught completely unpre

pared, since they had not been informed of any hostile 
10 

Indians in the vicinity . When the Indians first 

appeared, the citizens of the town thought that they 

were a group of Lipans. The Lipans, who were friendly 

toward the settlers, would make frequent visits to 

Victoria and trade with the white men. 11 It was not 

until the war party had surrounded the town and begun 

riding in toward the citizens and yelling loudly that 

the people realized what was happening. No concentration 

9Ibid. 

lOAustin Texas Sentinel, September 19, 1840. John 
J. Linn, who was in Victoria at the time of the raid, 
states that the attack was made on August 4 . Most other 
accounts disa gree with Linn. Since Linn wrote his memoirs 
forty-three years after the raid, it is likely that he was 
mistaken about the date. Linn, Reminiscences, p. 338 . 

11Ibid. 
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of defense could be made because the Indians were every

where around the edges of the town. Few arms could be 

obtained in such short notice, but the people were able 

to prevent the Comanches "from entering the settled 

portions of the town." One group of citizens made an 

unprepared charge upon the Indians, which resulted in 

the deaths of Dr. Arthur Gray and Mr. William McNuner 

and the wounding of several other men. In many parts 

of the town the Indians were repulsed and were forced 

. h k. 12 to remain on t e outs irts. 

In their raid on Victoria many of the Indians 

collected and drove away all the cattle and horses they 

could find. At the time of this raid there were several 

Mexican traders visiting Victoria who had over five hun

dred head of horses staked "on the prairie in the immediate 

vicinity of town." The Comanches took all these horses 

as well as many others found running loose. 13 A large 

number of horses owned by "Scotch" Sutherland and 

recently brought to Victoria were also captured by the 

Indians. When the Comanches began to retire for the 

night, they took with them approximately 1500 horses and 

mules. 14 

12Austin Texas Sentinel, September 19, 1840. 

13Linn, Reminiscences, pp. 338- 339. 

14Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, pp. 79 - 80. 
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Late in the afternoon, having captured many horses 

and cattle and killed several people, the Comanches 

retired to Spring Creek, three miles from Victoria. 

While near Spring Creek, the Indians killed a settler 

named Vartland Richardson and two Negro men, and captured 

a Negro girl. During the night a group of men from 

Victoria left the town in search of reinforcements. 

These men passed near the Indians' camp on their way 

to the Cuero settlement in DeWitt County. 15 

When making raids on the settlers, it was the 

usual custom of the Comanches to gather their plunder 

and then retire to their homes before the Texans were 

able to assemble a force to attack them. Contrary to 

this custom, the Indians once again surrounded and 

attacked Victoria on the morning of August 7. A party 

of men returning from Jackson County encountered the 

Indians about a mile from Victoria. Pinkney Caldwell 

and a Mexican man were killed by the Indians, while the 

other two men in the party, Joseph Rodgers and Jesse 0 . 

Wheeler, rushed into the town with the enemy close behind. 

The Indians succeeded in burning one house and robbing 

several others near the edge of town. The Indians, 

meeting strong resistance from the citizens of the town, 

lSLinn, Reminiscences, p. 339. 
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decided that they had little more to gain by remaining 

in the vicinity and began moving off in the direction 

of the lower settlements, herding up livestock as they 

proceeded to the coast. 16 

The Indians continued down the country to near 

Nine Mile Point, where they captured Mrs. (Cyrus ] 

Crosby and her child. Mrs. Crosby was the granddaughter 

of Daniel Boone. The Comanches then began moving east

ward in the direction of Linnville. 17 Nine miles from 

Victoria the Indians attacked the Vanhorman ranch. 

They also robbed a house not far from that ranch. 

From there the Indians proceeded to the Clausel ranch, 

located nine miles from Linnville. The Indians wounded 

Mr. Clausel, burned his house, and stole many of his 

cattle and horses. 18 

On the night of August 7 the Indians established 

their camp along Placido Creek, on the Benavides ranch, 

twelve miles from Linnville. While encamped on Placido 

Creek the Indians killed a wagoner named Stephens. 

Another man with Stephens, a Frenchman, escaped from 

the Indians by hiding in the thick foliage and moss of 

16Ibid. 

17Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 80. 

18John S. Ford, "Memoirs," Vol. II, p. 233, MS., 
State Archives Building, Austin, Texas. 
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19 
a large oak tree. 

During the night a Mr. W. G. Ewing, a merchant 

travelling from Linnville to Victoria, noticed Stephens' 

empty wagon and a great number of campfires along the 

creek. Thinking the camp to be that of Mexican traders 

bound for Linnville, Ewing passed close-by and pro

ceeded to Victoria where he learned of the Indian raid. 

The man became very disturbed when he learned how close 

he had been to the Indians' camp. 20 

On the morning of August 8 the Indians made their 

appearance at about eight o'clock on the Victoria road. 

Several of the citizens of Linnville discovered the 

Indians about two miles from town. 21 Being unaware of 

any large Indian war party in the area, the citizens 

supposed the Indians to be Mexican traders bringing 

in a large caballado of horses to sell or trade. The 

citizens of Linnville did not become aware of the impending 

19Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 80. 

20L. R · . 340 341 inn, eminiscences, pp. - . 
21Linnville was located three and one- half miles 

northeast of Port Lavaca on Lavaca Bay. The town had 
been established in 1831 by John J. Linn. The site of 
the town was in Victoria County, but in 1846 the area 
became part of Calhoun County. After its destruction by 
the Comanches in 1840, the town was never rebuilt. The 
Handbook of Texas, eds. W. P. Webb and H. Bailey Carroll 
(Austin: -The Texas State Historical Association, 1952), 
Vol. II, p . 60. 
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danger until the Indians "approached very near to the 

town, which they did riding nearly at full speed , and 

in the shape of a half moon for the purpose of surrounding 

the town." As they approached the town, the Indians 

killed two Negro slaves owned by Major H. 0 . Watts. 

They also killed a white man named O' Neill. 22 

As the Comanches launched their savage assault 

upon the coastal town of Linnville, the bewildered 

inhabitants, many of whom were without gun s or any 

form of defense, began to retreat, running into the 

water and attempting to reach safety on boats anchored 

in the bay. The Comanches pursued the fleeing inhabi

tants into the water. In attempting to reach safety 

Major H. 0. Watts, the customs collector for Linnville, 

was killed. His wife and a Negro woman and child were 

overtaken and made captives. 23 

As the inhabitants watched from their boats, 

the Comanches burned, looted, and destroyed the town. 

Judge John Hays became "exasperated" at the sight and 

"vowed he would have one shot at the ' red devils ' any 

way." Without hesitating the judge grabbed a gun and 

leaped into the bay. The water was three or four feet 

22Austin City Gazette, August 26, 1840. 

23Ford, "Memoirs," p. 233. 
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deep, and he waded to the shore, where he shouted at the 

savages and threatened them to come within range of his 

gun. The Indians, thinking this man to be "bad medicine," 

cautiously avoided him. After much persuasion from his 

friends, the judge returned to the boat. Everyone, 

including the judge, was surprised when his gun was 

examined and found to be unloaded. 24 

The Indians spent the whole day in the town 

plundering and burning its many stores and houses. The 

inhabitants watched helplessly from their boats as almost 

all the buildings in Linnville were burned and destroyed. 

Large numbers of cattle were herded into pens where they 

were burned or cut to pieces by the savages. Almost 

everything of value was either taken or destroyed by 

the Indians. 25 

Linnville had been established as an important 

shipping point on the Gulf coast. For this reason, many 

warehouses in the town were filled with all kinds of 

merchandise. In a warehouse owned by John J. Linn the 

Indians found several cases of hats and umbrellas. This 

merchandise belonged to Mr. James Robinson, a merchant 

from San Antonio, and was waiting to be shipped overland 

24Linn, Reminiscences, p. 341. 

25Austin City Gazette, August 26, 1840. 
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to its owner. The Indians, wearing the hats and waving 

the umbrellas went racing up and down the streets between 

the burning buildings. 26 Included in the diversity of 

plunder taken by the Indians were fine clothes, ribbons, 

and bolts of cloth. W. P. Webb writes--

The warriors put on the coats, the chiefs the 
tall hats, and they plaited the bright ribbons and 
calicoes from the warehouses into their horses ' 
manes and tails, making gay streamers as the rider~ 
dashed about in the stiff s ea breeze of the coast. 2 7 

Late in the afternoon the Indians began to retire, 

carrying with them several hundred horses and mules 

loaded with the plunder taken from the stores and ware

houses of Linnville. With the town in flames, they 

withdrew across a nearby bayou and established their 

camp for the night. There they planned to begin thei r 

return trip with their immense plunder to their homes 

in the hill country to the northwest. 

While Linnville was being burned, the Texans 

made an attempt to intercept the Indians. Captain 

Tumlinson and his party of one hundred and twenty- five 

men left Victoria and moved eastward on the Texana road. 

They established a camp about midnight at the Casa Blanca 

water- hole. During the night the Texans sent a messenger 

26Linn, Reminiscences, pp. 341-342. 

27Webb, The Texas Rangers, p. 59. 
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(Georg~ Kerr] to Texana for reinforcements. At about 

eleven o'clock the following morning the Indian war 

party was discovered on the west bank of Garcitas Creek. 

Captain Tumlinson's right flankers were more than a 

mile away from the main force. Unaware of the Indians, 

they were cut off and unable to rejoin Tumlinson ' s 

volunteers. The Texans began to advance upon the 

Indians in parallel divisions. The Gonzales and 

Lavaca companies occupied the right nearest the Indians, 

while the Victoria and Cuero companies were to the left 

about twenty paces. The Indians, "sporting huge helmets 

of buffalo or elk-horns -- armed with glistening shields, 

with bows and quivers, with guns and lances, and mounted 

on fleet chargers," began to prepare for the Texans' 

advance. 28 When they got close to the Indians, Captain 

Tumlinson's volunteers dismounted in the open prairie. 

The Indians began to encircle the Texans in their cus

tomary manner of warfare. While a portion of the war 

party occupied Tumlinson and his men, the rest of the 

Indians ran with their pack animals and plunder to safety. 

The Indians, who greatly outnumbered the Texans, seemed 

to be more concerned with the safety of their booty than 

28Austin City Gazette, September 2, 1840. 

59 



with killing the Texans. A fifteen- or twenty-minute 

skirmish ensued in which one man, Benjamin Mordecai of 

Victoria, was killed . After losing several warriors 

the Indians began a hasty retreat with Tumlinson's 

men in close pursuit. 29 

On August 10, Captain Tumlinson was joined by 

Captain Clarke Owen and forty men from Texana. Owen 

reported having a minor skirmish with the Indians the 

day before. In this fight one man was lost-- a Dr. Bell. 

Having extra horses stolen from Victoria and Linnville, 

the Indians were able to change mounts in order to gain 

distance on the Texans who had no fresh mounts. After 

following the Indians for twenty miles without a fight, 

Ben McCulloch, along with Alsey S. Miller, Archibald 

Gipson, and Barney Randell, gave up the chase as a 

"lost opportunity . " They decided to leave the group, 

circle around the Indians by way of Gonzales, and 

assemble a force at Plum Creek to defeat the raiding 
30 Comanches. Consequently, this action enabled these 

four men to take part in the Battle of Plum Creek, 

while Tumlinson ' s men were too late, reaching the battle

field several hours after the fight. 

29Ibid. 

30Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 80. 
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While the Indians were among the lower settlements 

and were plundering and devastating the country- side, a 

series of movements occurred which culminated in their 

defeat on Plum Creek near Lockhart. By August 7, news 

of the raid on Victoria had reached the Lavaca settle

ment. Lafayette Ward and twenty- two volunteers 

immediately left the home of James Kerr on the Lavaca 

River and proceeded to the Big Hill area, where they 

hoped to locate the Indians' trail. Unable to find the 

trail, the men concluded that the Indians "had c rossed 

over and were returning on the west side of the Guadalupe." 

The Lavaca volunteers then continued on to Gonzales, 

where they joined up with the famous Texas Indian fighter, 

Matthew "Old Paint" Caldwell. 31 Caldwell agreed that 

the Indians would re - cross the Guadalupe near the present 

site of New Braunfels. The Lavaca volunteers were joined 

by Caldwell and thirty- nine followers as they proceeded 

on to Seguin. After a hard ride the men reached Seguin 

on the morning of August 10. While they were in Seguin, 

31Matthew Caldwell received his nickname "Old 
Paint" because of his dark beard which was splotched 
with white patches. This coloration was reminis cent 
of a pinto or paint horse. Caldwell was also reported 
to have had a "tanned complexion" which "was ' interspersed 
with patches of deathly white. ' " George R. Nielson, 
"Ma thew Caldwell," The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 
LXIV, No. 4 (April,-n61), p. 478. 
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FIGURE 4 

BENJAMIN McCULLOCH, EXPERIENCED INDIAN FIGHTER 
AND ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE 

BATTLE OF PLUM CREEK 
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they were overtaken by a messenger from Gonzales who 

informed the group that the Indians "were retreating 

on their downward made trail." It was then realized 

that the Indians must be met on Plum Creek. By night

fall the men made their camp at the San Antonio crossing 

of the San Marcos River. The following day was "intensely 

hot," and across the "burnt prairie" to Plum Creek dust 

and "flying ashes" were blinding and stifling to both 

men and horses. By evening the companies under Ward 

and Caldwell had reached Isham Good's cabin on the 

Gonzales - Austin road. 32 At about the same time Major

General Felix Huston, commander of the Texas Militia, 

and his aide, James Izard, arrived from Austin. The 

force of men proceeded to Plum Creek approximately 

three miles west of Good's cabin. At the creek they 

found Captain James Bird and thirty men from Gonzales. 

32The land owned by Isham Good had initially been 
a part of the original William H. Killen grant. On 
February 28, 1840, Ben McCulloch purchased from Killen 
four hundred and ninety-two acres for the amount of $3,000. 
McCulloch immediately sold the land to Isham Good for the 
same amount. Good was one of the first pioneers to settle 
the area. He built a cabin on the old Gonzales-Austin 
road. Also known as the "Half- way House," Good's cabin 
became a stopping-off place for people travelling between 
Austin and Gonzales. Good 's house was located three miles 
east of Plum Creek and approximately six miles east of 
Lockhart. Titles From Gonzales Counth, pp. 28-29, County 
Clerk's Office, CaTclwell County Court ouse, Lockhart, 
Texas; Austin City Gazette, August 12, 1840; "Isham J. 
Good," MS., in possession of Mr. John Henry Martindale, 
Lockhart, Texas. 
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They set up camp and posted sentries to watch for the 

h . I d. 33 approac ing n ians. 

News of the raids on Victoria and Linnville was 

spread throughout the country. Following their departure 

from Tumlinson's group on August 10, Ben McCulloch and 

his three companions arrived in Gonzales soliciting the 

aid of those who would help defeat the Indians. McCulloch 

immediately sent Alsey Miller in search of Captain 

Caldwell, while he and Captain James Bird engaged in 

forming a "minute company" made up of citizens of Gonzales. 

Henry McCulloch was sent to the Big Hill area east of 

Gonzales for the purpose of reporting the enemy's advance

ment. He subsequently reported that the Indians had 

passed within several yards of where he had been hiding. 

He also reported sighting Tumlinson's men in pursuit. 

Ben McCulloch dispatched Archibald Gipson with a message 

to Colonel Edward Burleson on the Colorado River. 34 The 

message notified Burleson of the raids on Victoria and 

Linnville and informed him that the Texans hoped to 

intercept the Indians and defeat them before they were 

able to escape to their homes in the hill country above 

San Marcos. Because of the urgency of the message, 

33Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, pp . 80- 81. 

34Rose, Life of McCulloch, p. 56. 
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Burleson and a friend, the Reverend Z. N. Morrell, 

immediately went up the Colorado River valley to Bastrop, 

informing settlers of the news and gathering volunteers 

along the way. Having arrived in Bastrop, Colonel 

Burleson called a council together. Good's Crossing 

on Plum Creek was agreed upon as the spot where the 

Indians would be intercepted . An express rider and 

the Reverend Z. N. Morrell were sent to Austin to spread 

the news and call for volunteers to help in the defeat 

of the Indians. Morrell returned to Bastrop thirty 

minutes after Colonel Burleson's group left for Plum 

Creek. After a hard ride, Morrell overtook Burleson 

and arrived on Plum Creek just in time to participate 

in the battle. 35 Colonel Burleson ' s group consisted 

of eighty- seven volunteers, mostly f r om the Bast r op 

area, and thirteen Tonkawa Indians led by their chief 

Placido. The Tonkawas did not have horses and were 

compelled to travel on foot . Runners kept Burleson 

informed as to the events taking place at Plum Creek. 

In order to reach Plum Creek in time to participate 

in the battle, Burleson's men had to advance at a 

gallop for the last three or four miles . The Tonkawas, 

35z. N. Morrell, Flowers and Fruits From the 
Wilderness (Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 1872), p-:-T28. 
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FIGURE 5 

EDWARD BURLESON, COMMANDER OF EIGHTY- SEVEN 
VOLUNTEERS AND THIRTEEN TONKAWA 

INDIANS FROM THE BASTROP AREA 
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who were horseless, kept up with the mounted volunteers 

and also arrived in time to parti cipate in the fight 

against their inveterate enemies- - the Comanches. 36 

By the early morning of August 12, 1840, the 

number of Texas volunteers at Good's Crossing on Plum 

Creek had grown to approximately two hundred. The com

bined force commanded by Caldwell and Ward consisted 

of sixty-three men. The group of Gonzales volunteers 

led by Captain James Bird numbered thirty. The force 

also included Ben McCulloch, his three companions, 

Major-General Felix Huston, accompanied by his aide, 

Major Izard, and Isham Good, who lived in the vicinity. 

Just prior to the battle Colonel Burleson arrived with 

his eighty- seven volunteers and thirteen Tonkawa Indians, 

building the volunteer militia up to two hundred. Thus 

the stage was set for the destruction of the Comanches 

at Plum Creek. 

36Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 81. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE BATTLE OF PLUM CREEK 

At Captain Caldwell's request several scouts 

were dispatched to observe the Indians and report their 

progress. At about daylight on August 12, Robert Hall 

and John Baker reported sighting the Indians several 

miles down the creek and moving towards the Texans' 

encampment. In less than twenty minutes the men were 

mounted and prepared for the imminent fight. A leader 

was needed to command the combined militias, and 

immediately the volunteers turned to the man with the 

most experience at fighting Indians. The man was Captain 

Matthew Caldwell. Caldwell first posed a question to the 

men. "Boys, there are eight hundred or one thousand 

Indians--they have our women and children prisoners - 

they have repulsed our men below--we are eighty-seven 

strong, and I believe can whip h 11 out of ' em! Boys, 

shall we fight?" 

Following a rousing reply, Caldwell asked that 

the command be given to Major-General Felix Huston. 

"Boys, gratify me by voting aye!" After a quick vote 

the men reluctantly agreed to Huston as their commander. 

Out of respect for Huston's position as Major-General of 

68 



FIGURE 6 

MAJOR- GENERAL FELIX HUSTON, COMMANDER OF 
THE TEXAN FORCES AT PLUM CREEK 
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the Texas Militia, no one voted against him, although 

most of the men would have preferred Caldwell, who was 

a more experienced Indian fighter. 1 

Immediately the Texan force "crossed above the 

Indian trail about three miles, and passed down on the 

west side." After following the creek through a wooded 

area, the men crossed several ravines and emerged into 

a small open glade which was separated and concealed from 

the rest of the large open prairie by a branch "thickly 

studded with trees and bushes." At this point the men 

were overtaken by Owen Hardeman and Hutchinson Reed from 

Bastrop. These scouts informed Huston that Colonel 

Burleson, along with eighty- seven Texans and thirteen 

Tonkawa Indians, were within a few miles and we r e 

"advancing at a gallop" in order to take part in the 

fight . Because of their pressing need for reinforcements, 

the men halted their advancement and awaited Burleson ' s 

arrival. Huston then announced his plan of attack. His 

strategy called for a "hollow square, open in front." 

The right line would be commanded by Colonel Burleson, 

while the left line would be commanded by Captain 

Caldwell. The rear line, or reserve, would be made up 

1Rose, Life of Ben McCulloch, pp. 62 - 63. 
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of Bird's and Ward's companies commanded by Major Thomas 

Monroe Hardeman. 2 

As the Texans lay concealed and awaited Colonel 

Burleson's arrival, the Indians came into full view. 

Unaware of the Texans, they proceeded to move diagonally 

across the open prairie. The Indian procession consisted 

of warriors, their squaws and children, older men and 

women of the tribe, and a large caballado of approximately 

two thousand to three thousand stolen horses and mules, 

many of which were laden with plunder taken from 

Victoria and Linnville. The entire cavalcade, stretching 

f or several miles across the prairie, imposed an awesome 

spectacle as it moved across the open country. The 

Indian warriors created a most impressive appearance as 

they rode about, singing and gyrating in various ways. 

From the Indians and their horses were tied "fluttering 

ribbons streaming in the breeze, and other gaudy appen-

dages of savage finery. .,3 

The Comanche warriors created an amusing and 

colorful spectacle with their wild tastes in their manner 

of dress. Having combined the white man's garments with 

2Journals of the House of Rerresentatives of the 
Republic of Texas-,-FTTih Congress,irst Session,Appendix, 
p. 141 ; Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 81. 

3Rose, Life of McCulloch, p. 63. 
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their customary apparel, they presented a grotesque 

appearance. 

There was a huge warrior, who wore a stovepipe 
hat, and another one who wore a fine pigeon-tailed 
cloth coat, buttoned up behind. They seemed to have 
a talent for finding and blending the strangest, 
most unheard-of ornaments. Some wore on their heads 
immense buck and buffalo horns. One headdress 4 . 
consisted of a large white crane with red eyes. 

Following the sacking and burning of Linnville, 

many of the Comanche warriors clothed themselves in the 

white man's attire which they found in the stores and 

warehouses of the port town. When the Indians appeared 

at Plum Creek, one chief, in particular, caught the 

Texans' attention: 

He was riding a very fine horse, held in by a fine 
American bridle, with a red ribbon eight or ten 
feet long, tied to the tail of the horse. He was 
dressed in elegant style from the goods stolen at 
Linnville, with a high top silk hat, fine pair of 
boots and leather gloves, an elegant broadcloth 
coat hind part before, with brass buttons shining 
brightly right up and down his back. When first he 
made his agpearance, he was carrying a large umbrella 
stretched. 

While Huston's forces had awaited Burleson's 

arrival, the Indians had moved across the prairie and 

4Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 64-65. 

5Morrell, Flowers and Fruit, p. 129; This chief is 
mentioned in most reports~d accounts of the Battle of 
Plum Creek. One account states that the Indian was in full 
dress except for his pants. He wore his "fine calf boots 
on over his naked legs, and wore his coat on backwards, 
buttoned up to the back of his neck." Sowell, Early 
Settlers and Indian Fighters, p. 19. 
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were, perhaps, a mile and a half ahead of the Texans. 

As Burleson's men arrived at Plum Creek, a '~hispered 

cheer" arose from the volunteers. Burleson quickly 

replied, "Howdy, boys! no time for cheers now. Men, 

fall into line and form the right wing. 116 

Four men were immediately dispatched to spy on the 

Indians . As the men approached the savages, the rear 

gua rd of the war party turned back to meet the spies. 

As the Indians came within close range, Doctor Alonzo 

B. Sweitzer fired his gun, killing one. The other three 

Indians that composed the rear guard turned and fled 

into the main body of the war party. Upon hearing 

Sweitzer's shot, Burleson's men began to proceed at 

full speed. As the men came within sight of the Indians, 

they were puzzled to see confusion among the Indians ' 

ranks. It appeared that a group of white men were being 

chased by a portion of the war party. 7 It was later dis 

covered that a squad of volunteers, not associated with 

Huston's command, accidentally came upon the Indians' 

advanced guard. Thinking that they could defeat such a 

small band of Indians, they dismounted and secured 

positions in a live oak grove. As the Indians came 

6Rose, Life of McCulloch, p. 63. 

7Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 63-64. 
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closer, the men sighted the main war party behind the 

advanced guard. Realizing the futile attempt to fight 

such a large force, the men mounted their horses and 

retreated. In haste, one of the men was left by his 

horse as well as by his companions. The Indians bore 

down upon him and killed him. 8 

As soon as the Texans came onto the open prairie, 

they were discovered by the Indians. The Comanches imme

diately formed a line of defense between the Texans and 

their stolen horses and plunder. Most of the Indians 

"took position in a point of oaks on the left, with the 

Clear Fork in their rear, and a small boggy branch on 

their left, but in the line of their retreat. 119 There 

they awaited the Texans' attack. The volunteers advanced 

to within one hundred and fifty yards when Huston ordered 

a halt. Orders were then given to dismount and form the 

"hollow square" formation agreed upon. Many of the 

Indian fighters were astonished at the order to dismount. 

8 Ibid., p. 68; The man killed in this unfortunate 
incident was Mr. DeWolf, a member of the Border Guards. 
Ford, "Memoirs," p. 230 ; The Border Guards was an organi
zation which was created for the defense of the frontier 
area. It was stationed in San Antonio as a part of Henry 
W. Karnes' unit. The group was disbanded at the request 
of Hugh McLeod who felt that the Guard was "worthless." 
The frontier defense force was reorganized in 1840 and was 
commanded by James D. Cocke. Nance, After San Jacinto, 
pp. 329, 532. -

9Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 81. 
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They had hoped to charge into the midst of the Indians. 

As the Texans formed their lines, about twenty or thirty 

Comanche warriors and chiefs began encircling the volun

teers, firing at them from a distance of sixty to eighty 

yards.lo 

As the warriors circled the Texans, the women 

and old men of the tribe used the time to drive all 

their horses and pack animals towards safety. The 

Indians continued to charge the Texans for about thirty 

minutes . The Texans finally discovered that one of the 

prominent chiefs, who had been charging very close to 

the Texans' positions, wore a shield which protected 

him from the white man's bullets. As he would come to 

an abrupt halt and turn his horse, the shield would 

fly up, thus exposing his body. When the chief once 

again charged the Texans, several volunteers fired as 

the Indian's shield flew up. The Indian fell to the 

ground. Several other warriors lost their lives in 

the attempt to regain the chief's body, although the 

Indians kept trying until the chief was removed from 

the battlefield. 11 Having carried the chief to the point 

of oaks where the concentration of Comanches was located, 

lOThere was a superstition among the Comanches 
that if they were able to encircle and run around a 
f orce, "they could certainly vanquish it." Jenkins, 
Recollections of Early Texas, p. 64. 

11Morrell, Flowers and Fruits, pp. 129- . 30. 

76 



FI
G

U
R

E 
8 

PO
R

TI
O

N
 

O
F 

TH
E 

B
A

TT
LE

FI
EL

D
 A

T 
PL

UM
 

CR
EE

K
 

'-
I 

'-
I 



the Indians began a "peculiar howl." Captain Caldwell, 

realizing the time was right for a charge, said to 

Majo r - General Huston, "Now, General, is your time to 

charge them! They are whipped. 1112 Ben McCulloch, also 

impatient to charge, pleaded with Huston: 

General Huston, this is no way to fight Indians; 
they are fooling with us. They are running off with 
their captives and plunder- - order a charge, and we 
can kill hundreds, and rescue the women and children. 

All right, Ben, a charge it is then ! Mount and 
charge!l3 

Observing that a major concentration of Indians 

was assembled in a particular wooded area, Huston 

"ordered Colonel Burleson with the right wing to move 

around the point of woods, and Captain Caldwell with 

the left wing to charge into the woods, whi ch movements 

were executed in ga llant style." Unable to withstand 

the Texans' assault, the main portion of the war party 

was dispersed. The Indians broke into small parties 

and began a hasty retreat, fighting along the way.14 

In their retreat the Indians came to a boggy 

branch, which they were compelled to cross. The speed 

12Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 82. 

13Rose, Life of McCulloch, p. 64. 

14Journals of the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas,FiTtJi Congress, First Session, Appendix, 
p. 142. -
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of their retreat was greatly reduced as they began to 

cross the morass. Many of the Indians were overtaken 

and killed by the Texans. Large numbers of pack animals, 

being so burdened with plunder, bogged down in the 

swampy area. Many of the pack mules carried heavy 

"hoop-irons" to be used in making arrow points. The 

pack animals were so numerous that a person "could have 

walked along on their bodies dry." After crossing the 

boggy branch, officers made no attempt to command the 

Texan forces. The small groups of Indians ran toward 

the hills above San Marcos, while the volunteers pur

sued them for approximately twelve to fifteen miles. 

The pursuit was ended between the present-day towns of 

San Marcos and Kyle.ls 

Many incidents illustrating details of the fight 

and individual heroism occurred during the Battle of 

Plum Creek. At the time of the battle, Ben McCulloch and 

Doctor Sweitzer were considered "the greatest of enemi es." 

During the fight, McCulloch was in the act of re-loading 

his gun when an Indian attempted to kill him. Doctor 

Sweitzer, seeing McCulloch's situation, immediately shot 

the Indian. McCulloch never once turned around to thank 

lSJenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, p. 65 ; 
Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers,p. 82. 
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Sweitzer, but he was able to repay the doctor by saving 

his life in a similar situation moments later. During 

the fight, neither man spoke to the other. 16 

As the Texans pursued the Indians, they saw a 

group of fifteen savages fleeing up a hill in the dis 

tance. Behind the group was a lone rider chasing after 

them. From the appearance of his hat and the color of 

his horse, many of the men thought the rider was Ben 

McCulloch. The Texans began to cheer, "Look at Ben 

McCulloch, he is running a whole gang of them! Hurrah 

for Ben!" The men were very surprised to see the rider 

overtake the band of Comanches and proceed on with them. 

They then realized that they had been cheering an Indian 

riding a horse and wearing a hat like Ben McCulloch ' s. 17 

During the running fight, one of the Indian 

warriors had his horse shot out from under him. He 

continued on foot for a short distance, but then stopped 

and returned to his dead horse. Andrew Sowell shot at 

the warrior, but his bullet struck the Indian ' s shield. 

The Comanche grabbed the bridle from his horse and turned 

to run. Another Texan, with a loaded gun, hastened to 

16Andrew Jackson Sowell, Rangers and Pioneers of 
Texas (San Antonio: Shepard Brothers anctCompany, 18"84), 
p. 207. 

l7Ibid., p. 209. 
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the scene and killed the Indian. The warrior had lost 

his life in an attempt to regain a bridle worth less 

than two dollars. 18 

One of the most unusual incidents which occurred 

during the fight was related in the death of a particular 

Comanche chief. The old chief's head appeared to have 

been "nearly blown off." All the Texans' efforts to 

knock the chief from his horse proved futile . The 

Indian, stiff and rigid and clinging to his saddle-horn, 

dashed about the battlefield. A great number of Texans 

claimed to have "struck him on the head with the butt 

of their muskets as they passed him." None of them 

were able to knock the chief from his horse. During 

the battle, the horse ran into the woods and the chief 
19 was never found. 

The thirteen Tonkawa Indians who had accompanied 

Burleson's men to Plum Creek exhibited heroic courage 

and action throughout the fight. Although they were 

without horses before the battle, it was only a short 

while before the Tonkawas were all mounted upon horses 

18sowell, Rangers and Pioneers, p. 209; Sowell, 
Early Settlers and Indian--i:'Ighters, p. 19. 

19Brazos [ Pseud. ] , The Life of Robert Hall (Austin: 
Ben C. Jones and Company, "Pnnters,1898), p.--s-T.'" 
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acquired from Comanches whom they had slain. Seeming 

unaware of any danger, the Tonkawas would dart among 

the Comanche warriors. Placido, the Tonkawa chief, and 

his braves wore white rags tied to their arms so that 

the Texans would not mistake them for the enemy.20 

In the fight with the Comanches, seven Texans 

were wounded. One of the men received a ver y peculiar 

wound. While in the act of shooting an Indian, James 

Nichols '~as shot between the fore and middle finger. 

II The musket ball was cut out at his wrist, and 

as the wound healed, "the two fingers grew together up 

to the first joint." Hutchinson Reed was also wounded 

as he charged an Indian. Reed pulled the trigger but 

his gun did not fire. The Indian shot an arrow which 

entered below the shoulder blade and pierced Reed ' s 

lungs and lodged "against his breast bone." In the 

early moments of the battle, Robert Hall received a 

wound in the thigh. The wound bled so profusely that 

the blood "sloshed out" of his boot. 21 

In the wild confusion of retreat, the Comanches 

endeavored to kill their captives taken in the raids upon 

20Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 82; Jenkins, 
Recollections of Early Texas~p. 67-68. 

2lsowell Ranfers and Pioneers, p. 210; Jenkins, 
Recollections of Eary Texas, pp. 65- 66; Brazon, Life of 
Robert Hall, p-.-50. 
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Victoria and Linnville. As the Indians began their 

retreat, Mrs. Crosby, who was captured near Victoria, 

dismounted and made an attempt to escape into a thicket. 

In her attempt, she was killed by a Comanche warrior, who 

shot two arrows which "passed clear through her." Not 

far from Mrs. Crosby were found a large Negro woman 

and her child hiding in the grass. When discovered by 

Robert Hall, the Negro woman cried, "Bless God, here is 
22 

a white man once more." 

As the retreat commenced, the screams of a woman 

attracted the attention of the Reverend Z. N. Morrell. 

Rushing into the woods, Morrell found Mrs. Watts, whose 

husband had been killed in Linnville, with an arrow lodged 

in her breast. The woman was attempting to remove the 

arrow, but was unable to dislodge the shaft. Reverend 

Morrell was at first unable to pull it out because the 

woman refused to release her hold on the shaft. It 

appeared that she could not stand the pain. Doctor 

Caleb Brown, of Gonzales, was summoned to the scene. 

With Reverend Morrell holding the woman's hands to her 

22Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 82 ; Brazos, 
Life of Robert Hall, pp~--sT; Some accounts of the 
Battleot Plum Creek state that Mrs. Watts was the only 
captive recovered, but the Austin Ckty Gazette of August 
19, 1840, states that Mrs. Watts, t e Negro woman, and 
the Negro child were rescued. 
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sides, Doctor Brown attempted to extract the arrow. 

The woman "screamed so violently that he desisted." 

The doctor's second attempt was successful and the 

arrow was withdrawn. After having the arrow removed, 

Mrs. Watts rested upon Reverend Morrell's blanket, 

using his saddle as a pillow. She would, doubtlessly, 

have been killed had not the steel corset which she 

wore deflected the warrior ' s arrow. Having rested for 

awhile, she then asked for Mrs. Crosby. She related how 

"the Indians whipped the poor woman frequently and 

called her a 'peon,' because she could not read." 

Mrs. Watts had been forced to ride a pack mule all the 

way from the coast, and at night, along the trail, the 

Indians gathered around her and asked her to read to 

them and explain the pictures in books which they had 

stolen. Sometimes the Indians had other uses for the 

books. It is said that they would tie the books to 

their saddles and would tear out pages for rolling 

. 23 cigarettes. 

At the beginning of the Texans' attack, many of 

the Indians' pack animals stampeded across the open 

prairie and into the wooded areas. Some of these were 

23sowell, Early Settlers and Indian Fighters, 
pp. 418- 419; Morrell, Flowers ana""Fru1.ts, pp. 130- 131; 
Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas,p. 39. 
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overtaken and recovered by the Texans. Upon reaching the 

boggy branch, large numbers of the horses and mules became 

caught in the swampy area and were abandoned by the Indians . 

A large part of the Indian pack train was re- captured by 

the Texans, although many of the pack animals were never 

recovered. The Indians had taken a great variety of 

plunder in their raids on Victoria and, especially, 

Linnville. Among the articles recovered by the Texans 

were tobacco, black silk, calico sheeting, clothes, 

knives, forks, spoons, and a number of books. The Texans 

also recovered a large number of mules and horses. A 

shipment of whiskey and brandy "to be used on surveying 

expeditions,'' was taken by the Indians, although there 

is no report of this shipment ever being recovered. 24 

Other unusual items found in the possession of the Indians 

were "large portions of human flesh, evidently prepared 

for cooking." The Texans also reported finding baby 

alligators packed in the Indians ' bundles. Some of the 

men thought that the Comanches were carrying the alli

gators back as curiosities. Others believed that by 

returning · with the alligators, the Indians could "prove 

24E. W. Winkler, Manuscript Letters and Documents 
of ~)rly Texians, 1821-1845 (Austin: The Steck Company, 
193 , p. 237 ; MaynaIT,--rncfian Wars of Texas. p. 39. 
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to the rest of the tribe that they had gone down as 

far as the coast. 112 5 

Following the battle, the Texans gathered up 

the immense spoils left on the battlefield by the Comanches. 

The articles which were identified were, in every case, 

returned to their owners. Much of the plunder could not 

be identified, and it was divided among the men who took 

part in the fight. John Jenkins received, among other 

things, a Comanche mule with red ribbons tied to its 

ears and tail. Robert Hall received a pack mule carry-

ing "a pillow and a bolster of homemade cloth and con

siderable dry goods. There were also coverlets, sheets, 

quilts, and clothing. 11 26 

Not all of the goods stolen by the Indians were 

recovered. Many of the horses and pack animals stampeded 

and were never seen again. The Indians, burdened by the 

weight of their plunder, began to lighten their loads 

in order to make their escape. Many of the warriors 

concealed stolen articles in thickets or hastily buried 

their plunder. Several slave girls, tending their 

25sowell, Rangers and Pioneers, pp. 207-208. 

26Austin City Gazette, August 19, 1840 ; Jenkins, 
Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 67-68; Brazos, Life of 
Robert Hall, p-.-53. 



master's cattle, observed a band of Indians approaching 

very fast. The young girls hid themselves and watched 

the Indians spread a large blanket upon the ground. The 

Indians placed several unidentifiable articles on the 

blanket and then, using their knives, quickly scraped a 

small amount of dirt over the blanket. The Indians then 

continued their hasty retreat. Within a few moments, a 

group of white men appeared and rode after them. The 

frightened Negro girls ran to their master's house to 

report their observations. They had been so scared that 

they were never able to re-locate the spot on which the 

Indians had buried their "valuables. 112 7 

By mid-a fternoon the Texans ended their twelve 

to fifteen mile pursuit and returned to where the initial 

attack had been made earlier in the day. There they 

found the body of Mrs. Crosby, who had been killed as 

the Indians began their retreat. She was buried under 

a large oak tree near the battlefield. The oak tree is 

located on the present-day R. F. Leyendecker farm, five 

miles southeast of Lockhart . 28 

27Mr. William Fulps, Lockhart, Texas, in an inter
view with the writer. 

28Mr. A. R. Chapman, who is now deceased, related 
how, as a youth, he would play and roam ove r the area 
where the Battle of Plum Creek began. He located and 
pointed out the spot, to Mr. R. F. Leyendecker, where 
Mrs. Crosby had been buried; A contradictory report states 
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Because of the efforts and donations made by the 

Lockhart Masonic Lodge, the bones of Mrs. Crosby were 

re-interred in 1850, ten years after the battle. There 

is no available information as to where the second 

burial took place. 29 

After returning to the battlefield where the 

fight had begun, the Texans were joined by volunteer 

forces which had arrived too late to take an active 

part in the battle. From Fayette County came Colonel 

John H. Moore with a group of men. Having pursued 

the Indians all the way from Victoria and Linnville, 

Captain Tumlinson, Adam Zumwalt, and Clarke L. Owen 

arrived at Plum Creek with about one hundred and twenty

five volunteers. 

The men set up camp for the night. Great numbers 

of loose animals were being herded together on the 

prairie. Later in the afternoon a cool shower provided 

some relief from the intense August heat. 30 

that she was killed after the battle had advanced for six 
or seven miles, and that the location of her burial is on 
the present-day Otto Anton farm, one and a half miles west 
of Lockhart. Lockhart Morning Courier (Special Edition), 
October 5, 1908. Almost all accounts of the Battle of 
Plum Creek state that Mrs. Crosby was killed when the 
Indians were attacked and the retreat began. 

29A. S. Ruthven, Proceedin~s of the Grand Lodge of 
Texas, 1837-1857 (Galveston: Ric arctson and Company, News 
0ffice,--rs57-Y:-i, p. 392. 

30Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 82. 
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That night the men sat around the campfire and 

t old of personal experiences during the fight. As the 

men discussed the events of the day, a most unusual inci

dent took place which was related by Robert Hall : 

The Tonkawas brought in the dead body of a 
Comanche war r ior, and they built a big fire not 
far from where I was lying. My wound had begun to 
pain me considerably, and I did not pay much atten
tion to them for some time. After awhile they began 
to sing and dance, and I thought that I detected the 
odor of burning flesh. I raised up and looked around, 
and, sure enough, our allies were cooking the Comanche 
warrior. They cut him into slices and broiled him on 
sticks. Curiously enough the eating of the flesh 
acted upon them as liquor does upon other men . After 
a few mouthfuls they began to act as if they were very 
drunk, and I don't think there was much pretense or 
sham about it. They danced, raved, howled, and sang, 
and invited me to get up and eat a slice of Comanche. 
They said it would make me brave. I was very hungry, 
but not sufficiently so to become a cannibal. The 
Tonkawas were wild over the victory and they did not 
cease their celebration until sunrise.31 

In addition to the loss of all their horses and 

pack animals, the Comanches lost over eighty of the chiefs 

and warriors in the fight with the Texans at Plum Creek. 

Colonel Burleson reported that mo r e than sixty Indians 

were killed. During the day, as more parties of volun

teers returned with additional reports, it became evident 

31Brazos, Life of Robert Hall, pp . 52 - 53; A. J. 
Sowell states thattne-ironkawas cut off only the hands 
and feet of the Comanches. They also cut one la r ge 
Indian "into strips and hung the piec es on a rope . " 
Sowell, Early Settlers and Indian Fighters, p. 314; The 
Comanches were the morta1enem1es of the Tonkawas. 
"Eating portions of the enemy ' killed ' the spirit of 
the enemy and by a belief in associative magic strengthened 
the power of the consumer . " Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas, 
p. 201. 
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that more than eighty Indians had been killed. Eight 

or ten bodies of dead Comanches were found in the San 

Marcos River. Several bodies were located "as high up 

as the San Antonio Road." It is probable that, after 

returning to their camp, many other Indians died from 

wounds inflicted during the fight. For many years after

wards, bones of the Comanches were found along their path 

of retreat. 32 

The Texans ' losses were very slight. Major- General 

Huston reported that the volunteers "lost one killed and 

seven wounded- -one mortally." The Texan killed was Mr. 

DeWolf. The seven men wounded were Robert Hall, Henry 

McCulloch, Archibald Gibson, Columbus DeWitt, Doctor 

Sweitzer, James Nichols, and Hutchinson Reed. 33 

32Journals of the House of Re~resentatives of the 
Republic of Texas,-,:'fr'ffi Congress, First Session, Appendix, 
p. 144; Sowell, Early Settlers and Indian Fi~hter s, p. 19; 
Brown states that one hundred anathirty- eig t Indians were 
killed in the Battle of Plum Creek, Brown, Indian Wars and 
Pioneers, p. 82; Ben McCulloch estimated that sixtyindians 
were killed. Rose, Life of McCulloch, p. 59 ; The Austin 
rity Gazette of August19-,-1840, states that the Indians ' 
ass was forty. Robert Hall also estimated the number of 

dead Indians to be approximately forty. Brazos, Life of 
Robert Hall, p. 52. -- -
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33Journals of the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas,FiTEn Congress, First Session, Appendix, 
p . 142; Austin City Gazette, August 19, 1840 ; Brazos, Life 
of Robert Hall, p. 52 ; Sowell, Rangers and Pioneers, p~O ; 
Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, p. 65 . Another man 
who claimed to have beenwounded in the Battle of Plum 
Creek was Nelson Lee. Nelson Lee, Three Years Among the 
Comanches (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1957), p. 17. 



During the Indians' retreat, a number of squaws 

and Indian children were captured by the Texans. One 

small child was found in a thicket about fifteen miles 

from Plum Creek. The volunteers heard the child crying, 

and although many of the men thought the noise was a 

trick to lead them into ambush, one man entered the wooded 

area and recovered the child. The young boy "proved to be 

a child of the head chief of the Comanches." He was 

adopted by Judge Bellinger but lived for only a few 

months. 34 

The Battle of Plum Creek was a decisive victory 

for the Texans and a crushing defeat for the Comanches. 

The Indians lost several thousand horses and pack animals, 

many of which were loaded with plunder taken from Victoria 

and Linnville. The Indians lost over eighty of their 

chiefs and warriors, while the Texans had only one man 

killed. 

The destruction of the formidable Comanche- Kiowa 

aggregation at Plum Creek was a severe blow to the Indians, 

one from which they would never fully recover. After this 

fight, the Indians never posed a major threat to the 

Central Texas area, nor did they ever penetrate into or 

below the settled portions of Texas again. The Indians 

34Brazos, Life of Robert Hall, p. 53. 
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did continue minor depredations along the frontier for 

years afterwards. During night raids, small parties of 

Indians would steal horses and other livestock. On 

certain occasions women and children were killed. Anyone 

travelling alone or in a very small group risked the 

danger of an Indian attack, although after the Battle of 

Plum Creek, the Indians, unless forced to fight, were 

reluctant to attack larger bodies of citizens or soldiers. 

94 



CHAPTER VII 

MOORE'S VICTORY ON THE UPPER COLORADO 

The Battle of Plum Creek had been a decisive 

victory for the Texans. Almost all of the goods stolen 

from Victoria and Linnville were recovered. In addition, 

the Comanches lost a great number of warriors. In spite 

of their crushing defeat, the Indians continued minor 

depredations, making the frontier region unsafe for 

settlement. Many Texans believed that the Indians had 

not been punished severely enough for their devastating 

foray into the lower settlements. The Texans agreed that 

further chastisement was necessary to show that they 

would no longer tolerate the hostility of belligerent 

tribes residing within the boundaries of Texas. The 

government, in agreement with the settlers, was determined 

to show the Indians "that it had the power and would 

chastise them whenever the occasion required. 111 

Following the Battle of Plum Creek, Colonel John 

H. Moore began circulating advertisements throughout the 

settlements in an effort to raise a volunteer force to 

1Wilbarger, Indian Depredations, p. 184. 
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pursue the Indians who had escaped at Plum Creek. Moore ' s 

plan was to penetrate the Comanche territory on the upper 

Colorado River, seek out the enemy, and destroy them. 

Advertisements calling for volunteers were put into 

many of the newspapers. The following advertisement is 

typical: 

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS ! 

The patriotic Citizens Soldiers intending to 
accompany the expedition against the hostile 
Indians on our Western frontier, are hereby noti 
fied, that the time of rendezvousing at La Gr ange 
has been changed from the 10th to the 20th of 
September. 

By order of the President 

JOHN H. MOORE, Col. - Comm ' t. 

LaGrange, Aug. 28, 1840. -- 43:31 2 

Moore ' s circular advertisements brought a prompt 

response . By early October, between eighty and ninety 

men, mostly from Fayette and Bastrop counties, had answered 

the call for volunteers and had arrived in Austin. While 

there, Moore received his orders from the Secretary of War, 

Branch T. Archer. On Monday, October 5, the expedition, 

accompanied by Chief Castro and seventeen Lipan Indians, 

left Walnut Creek and proceeded up the Colo r ado River . 

Upon reaching the headwaters of the San Gabriel River, 

2Austin City Gazette, September 2, 1840. 
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the expedition moved northwest toward the San Saba River. 

Along the way, Moore had the Lipan scouts search the 

country, both right and left, fo r Indian signs. As the 

Texans proceeded towards the Concho River, they 

encountered disagreeable weather. A Texas "norther," 

accompanied with cold rain and icy winds, brought adverse 

conditions to the men and the land . A number of the 

volunteers became sick, and one man, Garrett Harrell, 

died. 3 

From the Concho, Moore 's expedition directed its 

course to the Colorado. Colonel Moore reported that 

the land along the Colorado was very beautiful and fertile 

and offered "many inducements for_§! settlement." Here 

the Lipan scouts found a large Indian trail leading up 

the Red Fork of the Colorado. The Texans began following 

the trail; and on October 23, they found where the Indians 

"had been cutting pecan trees for the fruit. 11 4 

3Colonel John H. Moore 's official report to the 
Secretary of War, Telegraph and Texas Register, November 
18, 1840 ; Harrell, who died on October 1 , had developed 
a sore throat from the poor weather conditions. The sore 
throat developed into quinsy, an illness similar to dip
theria . Jenkins, Recollections of · Early Texas, p. 174. 

4Moore's official report, Tele~raph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840; John Jen ins states that the 
Texans discovered, along the Red Fork of the Colorado, 
many rocks "with curious pictures and hieroglyphics!" 
painted on them. Further on, the men discovered pecan 
hulls which had recently been scattered on the gr ound. 
Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, p. 171. 
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From the signs available, Moore concluded that the 

Indians ' encampment was not far away. A cold north wind 

had been blowing all morning, and the men were permitted 

to seek shelter "under a hill surrounded by a few mes

quite and hackberry bushes." Colonel Moore then chose 

two of his most expert Lipan scouts to "scour the country 

well both north and south of the river." The scouts 

left about ten thirty in the morning and remained gone 

all day. As evening approached, the Lipan chief grew 

uneasy over the safety of his scouts. He climbed a 

high hill nearby and stood as a lookout for his men. 

He soon informed the Texans of the scouts approaching 

at a distance of two or three miles. Having seen their 

shield signal, he reported that the scouts had located 

the Indians' camp. 5 

Having received the news of the discovery of the 

Comanche village, the Texans, forgetting the bitter 

cold, "beamed with feelings of pride and anticipation 

of a general engagement." After eating supper, the men 

prepared to advance towards the Indian village. The men 

proceeded north, for about ten miles, to the Colorado 

River. From there the Texans moved about four miles up 

the river. At this point, the men secured their 

5Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840; Jenkins, RecolTections of 
Early Texas, pp. 171-172. 
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commissary of beef cattle on a mesquite flat near the 

river. The Texans continued their march for about four 

more miles. At midnight the expedition reached a hollow 

near the river. The men were ordered to dismount, and 

Colonel Moore dispatched two scouts to the Comanche 

village to determine the location and strength of the 

enemy. At about three o 'c lock, the scouts returned and 

reported that the Indians' encampment was located on the 

south bank of the river. From the number of tents, the 

spies estimated that there were approximately sixty 

families and one hundred and twenty-five warriors. The 

Texans continued their advance on the Indian village. 

Within two miles of the Indians ' encampment, the volun

teers secured their pack animals in a hollow. At day

light, on October 24, Moore ordered his men to mount and 

move forward. As the men approached the Comanche village, 

Colonel Moore ordered Clarke L. Owen to choose fifteen 

men "to act as cavalry, to cut off any retreat of the 

enemy." Captain Thomas J. Rabb and his command were 

placed on the right. Clarke Owen occupied the center, 

while the volunteers under Captain Nicholas M. Dawson 

were on the left. 6 

6Moore 's official report, Telegr&;h and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840; Clarke L.en was later 
killed in the Battle of Shiloh in 1862. Captain Nicholas 
Dawson "commanded and fell at the Dawson massacre in 1842." 
Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 83. 
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The volunteers moved to within two hundred yards 

of the enemy's encampment without being detected. Moo re 

ordered Lieutenant Owen's cavalry to move to the right 

of Captain Rabb's company, and then the whole command, 

under Moore, charged the Indian camp. The Comanches 

were taken by complete surprise and fled to the river, 

'~hich was in the shape of a half moon encircling the 

village." As the troops charged into the village, they 

fired on the retreating and confused Indians. Half way 

through the enemy's camp, the Texans dismounted, but 

continued their deadly fire. Many of the Indians were 

killed before they were able to reach the river. A 

large number of others were killed or drowned as they 

ran into the water . A portion of the Comanches success

fully reached the opposite side of the river and 

attempted to retreat across the prairie. Lieutenant 

Owen, who had been ordered to cross the river and cut 

off the enemy's retreat, executed his orders perfectly. 7 

Along the river bank the Texans' fire was con

tinued for about thirty minutes. As the Indians reached 

the opposite bank, the volunteers "displayed their skill 

in rifle shooting." "The river and its banks now pre-

sented every evidence of a total defeat. . The bodies 

7Mo ore's official report, Telegra!h and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840 ; Wilba r ger,ndTan Depreda
tions, pp. 184- 185. 
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of men, women and children were to be seen on eve r y hand 

wounded, dying and dead." Having concluded the fight in 

the Comanche village, the volunteers pursued the remaining 

Indians for approximately four miles across the prairie. 

Soon the men returned and reported "that the enemy was 
8 

entirely defeated." 

Although an honest effort was made to spare the 

lives of the women and children, a number of them were 

killed amidst the confusion of the fight. As the 

volunteers charged through the Indian village, many of 

the women fought along with the warriors and had to be 

killed. As the Texans began their charge, Captain Isaac 
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N. Mitchell's bridle bit separated. The mule, on which he 

was riding, ran into the midst of the Indians. At that 

moment, the mule "balked" and refused to move. A squaw ran 

up to Mitchell and, with a wooden club, knocked him from the 

mule. As he turned around, the squaw came at him with a 

large knife. Mitchell's companions shouted, "Kill her, 

Mitchell ! " The Captain replied, "Oh, no, boys, I can ' t 

kill a woman!" Although the squaw was not killed, 

Mitchell was compelled to knock her to the ground in an 

effort to force the knife from he r hand. 9 

8Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840. 

9Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 84 ; Mayhall, 
Indian Wars of Texas, p.41-.-



During the fight, Judge Eastland and Charles Shuff 

encountered a young Comanche boy about fourteen year s old. 

The boy, who refused to surrender, "made bold and persis

tent efforts to defend himself." The men, at first, 

intended to kill the Indian, but when they realized that 

he was only a young boy, they decided to capture him if 

possible. Even after the men had surrounded him, the boy 

grabbed a mesquite limb and forced the Texans to remain 

at a "respectable distance" by "flailing right and left 

as they endeavored to catch him." In order to save the 

men the trouble of capturing the boy alive, one of the 

Texans decided to shoot the Indian. As the man raised his 

rifle, "Judge Eastland interposed and knocked it up, 

claiming that the boy deserved to be spared for his 

bravery and pluck."10 

Moore's victory on the Colorado was the most severe 

punishment which the Comanches had ever received from the 

Texans. The Indians were totally defeated in the fight. 

Upon examining the battle area, Colonel Moore reported 
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that forty-eight Indians had been "killed upon the ground, 

and eighty killed and drowned in the river." This estimate, 

according to many of the Texans, was too small. 11 

lOJenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 172-
173. 

11Moore ' s official report, Te legraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840; In this fight, tne Comanche 



In the fight with the Comanches, there were no 

Texans killed. Colonel Moore reported that two men, 

"Mr . Daugherty of Colorado county, and Mr. M. F. Jones 
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of Fayette" were slightly wounded. He also stated that two 

of the Texans ' horses were wounded. 

As the Texans re-grouped at the Comanche village, 

it was found that thirty- four prisoners had been taken 

during the fight. Seven of these prisoners escaped 

during a stampede, as the expedition made its way back 

to Austin. Three other prisoners were left behind by 

Colonel Moore. Also re - captured were two Mexican boys, 

who had been taken by t he Indians in a raid on the Rio 

Grande. The boys were fourteen and sixteen years old, 

and had been captives for about three months.1 2 

All of the Indians ' property was either captured 

or destroyed by the Texans. Approximately three hundred 

saddles and a large number of various kinds of skins 

and pelts were found in the Indian camp. Since much of 

this plunder was too cumbersome to carry back to Austin, 

chief Machochochomochouch was killed. Jenkins, Recollections 
of Early Texas, p. 173; Brown states that only two warriors 
escaped during the fight. He also states that "every 
warrior was killed, excepting a few old men and one or 
two young men, who surrendered and were spared." Brown, 
Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 83. 

12Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840. 



it was burned by the troops. The volunteers also herded 

together a caballado of five hundred horses captured from 

the enemy. These were taken with the Texans when they 

returned. 13 

On their return trip, the volunteers carried back 

much camp equipage. Among these spoils taken by the 

Texans, were goods recognized as those stolen by the 

Indians in the raid on Linnville. There was little 

doubt that the Indians defeated by Moore's volunteers 

were involved in the raids on Victoria and Linnville. 14 

By ten o'clock, the men had all returned and 

gathered in the Indian village. Moore ordered the entire 

encampment, as well as all the Indians' property, to 

be burned. Within fifteen minutes, the village was 

destroyed, with the exception of one large wigwam. 

There the wounded Indians and several squaws were left. 15 

With the entire Comanche village in flames, Moore 

ordered his men to mount and prepare to begin their march 

back to Austin. The volunteers returned to where their 

beef cattle had been secured. After collecting the 

cattle, the men continued on for six miles and camped 

13Ibid. 

14Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 84. 

15Moore's official report, Tele~raph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840 ; Jenkins,ecollections of 
Early Texas, p. 173. 
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for the night. Because of adverse weather conditions, 

Moore's expedition was forced to remain in camp for two 

days. As weather conditions improved, the volunteer 

militia resumed its march. Near the old San Saba mission, 

Moore's volunteers encountered a small party of fifteen 

Seratic Indians. The Indians told Castro, the Lipan 

chief, that they were "desirous to treat" with the white 

men. A consultation was held. The Indian reported that 

they were friendly toward the white man, and that they 

wished to aid in the wars against the Comanches, whom 

they hated. They informed Colonel Moore that they repre

sented their tribe of about eight hundred warriors, 

located "in the vicinity of the Rio Grande, between 

/ 1116 Santa Fe and Chihuahua. 

All along their route back to Austin, the Texans 

were harassed by small parties of hostile Indians. In 

one instance, several horses were stolen from the Texans 

by Indians. As the volunteers camped along the Pedernales 

River, several Indians crept past the sentries and stole 

f our horses, "including the fine saddle mule of Colonel 

Moore." When the Indians gained some distance from the 

Texans encampment, they gave a loud yell. The men were 

l6Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840. 
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awakened by the shouts, but unable to find the Indians, 

once again retired. When the Texans awoke in the morning, 

they found that the Indians had stolen four horses.17 

On November 7, Colonel Moore's expedition arrived 

back in Austin with the news of a triumphant victory over 

the Comanches. The Texans returned with twenty- four 

Comanche prisoners, several hundred horses, and other 

plunder carried home by the volunteers. In honor of 

the great victory, the citizens of the capital city, 

held a dinner and ball for the members of the expedition. 

Almost all of the men attended the celebration. That 

night, the Texans' horses were secured on a "ditched 

field below Waller's Creek .. II Confident that the 

Indians would not venture too close to Austin, guards 

were placed only at the gate. As the celebration was 

being held, a party of Indians crept around the field, 

"filled up the ditch, and stole thirty or forty horses!" 

Consequently, many of the men were forced to walk home. 18 

A number of Indian women and children, captured 

by Moore's volunteers, were taken to Austin and placed 

in individuals' homes, where they were required to help 

with domestic duties. The young Indian boy, "who had 

17Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 173-
174. 

18
Ibid., p. 174. 
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wielded the mesquite brush so vigorously," was taken into 

the home of Monsieur Alphonse de Saligny, the French 

Minister to the Republic of Texas. Eventually, the 

Indian boy gained the French consul ' s confidence and 

was given many privileges. Every afternoon the boy 

would tend and exercise Monsieur Saligny ' s favorite 

horse. Everyday, the boy would ride the horse over his 

usual rounds and would return each time. One day the 

boy took the horse out for exercise and began riding 

in a large circle. He kept enlarging the circle until 

he disappeared from sight. Neither the boy nor the 

h . 19 orse were ever seen again. 

Another Indian boy, captured during the fight on 

the Colorado, was taken home by Judge Eastland. The 

Judge named him Sam Houston. When the Texans returned, 

they were tired and dirty. Judge Eastland and Captain 

Dawson decided to go to the creek for a bath. They took 

the young boy with them. Since the weather was cold, 

the men built a fire to heat some water. The Indian boy, 

unable to understand the white men, became disturbed at 

their actions. When the boy learned to speak English, 

he told the men that he had feared that they were going 

to boil him in the water. For several years, the Indian 

19rbid ., pp. 174- 175. 
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boy remained with Judge Eastland and became very 

attached to his family. He was later demanded by hi s 

tribe for an exchange of prisoners. The boy said that 

he would not live with his tribe, but that he would 

return. Many years later, Sam was recognized by Colonel 

John R. Baylor, a government agent among the Comanches. 

Baylor reported that the Indian had married an Indian 

girl and lived with the Comanche tribe. Shortly after

wards, Sam Houston and his whole family were killed while 

II h. . d. . 1120 on a t ieving expe ition. 

Moore ' s expedition to the regions of the upper 

Colorado brought triumphant results. The Comanches, 

who had previously raided into the lower settlements, 

were totally destroyed-- either at the Battle of Plum 

Creek or the fight on the Colorado. After these battles, 

the Comanches were never able to recover fully, and thus 

they moved northward out of the Central Texas area. These 

battles were probably the most severe punishment inflicted 

upon the Comanches in Texas. With these two battles, the 

Texans felt that the raids on Victoria and Linnville 

were finally avenged . 

20Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, pp. 175-
176. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

RESULTS OF THE COMANCHE DEFEAT 

Following the failure of the Comanche Raid of 

1840, several significant results occurred. The defeat 

of the Comanches thwarted the Mexican effort to employ 

the Indians of Texas as allies. Evolving from this 

series of events were the development of cavalry tactics, 

the use of the repeating firearms, a display of vigorous 

spirit in Indian fighting, and the giving of experience 

to future leaders in warfare. 

General Canalizo, the Mexican commander at 

Matamoros entertained the idea of re- taking Texas by 

the use of Indian allies. Realizing his opportunity to 

capitalize on their desire for revenge, Canalizo devised 

a plan in which the Comanches would play a major role as 

well as avenge the deaths of their fallen chiefs in San 

Antonio. Canalizo's scheme called for the Comanches to 

make a great raid down the Colorado River to the Gulf of 

Mexico. In accordance with this plan, the Cherokees were 

to raid into East Texas, while the Wacos and Apaches 

moved down the Brazos into Central Texas. In this manner, 

Canalizo hoped to drive the settlers from Texas and 

retake the territory for Mexico. In support of these 

109 



raids, three thousand Mexican cavalry, led by Canalizo 

and Woll, were to penetrate into Texas and capture 

Austin and San Antonio. The plunder and thousands of 

horses and mules taken by the Comanches in their raids 

on Victoria and Linnville were to be used in the more 
1 formidable raid specified in Canalizo's plan. 

Although actual proof is unavailable, circum

stances tend to indicate that Mexican emissaries were 

sent among the Comanches not only to incite them to 

make raids on the frontier settlements but also to aid 

the Indians in their preparations for the raids. 

The hostile Comanches were unaccustomed to making 

forays into the lower settlements. Therefore, they were 

not familiar with the country. Unless they had been 

guided into this unfamiliar territory by Mexicans, it 

is questionable whether the Indians would have been able 

to avoid all Anglo settlements and thus benefit from a 

surprise attack as at Victoria and Linnville. The fear

stricken citizens did not believe "that a body of 

Indians would venture so low down the country, or could 

approach so near without some intelligence of the 

lceorgia J. Burleson (ed.), The Life and Writings 
of Rufus C. Burleson ( n.p. , 1901)~p~9-=-8'°40. 
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fact. Had the Indians not known exactly when and 

where to strike, it is doubtful that they would have 

obtained an immense amount of plunder. The Indians ' 

raids happened to coincide with the arrival of a large 

number of horses. At the time of the raid, there were 

several Mexican traders in Victoria with a herd of five 

hundred horses for sale or trade. By nightfall the 

Indians had herded in over fifteen hundred horses and 

mules, many of which belonged to a Mr. Sutherland, who 

was en route east to sell his horses . 3 

With their immense caballado of horses and mules, 

the Indians proceeded to Linnville. The Comanches 

spent the day looting the many warehouses of the port 

town. In the warehouses were shipments of supplies 

that had been brought from New Orl eans for the merchants 

of San Antonio. These supplies were either destroyed 

or carried away by the Indians. 4 There was approximately 

three hundred thousand dollars worth of goods in 

Linnville at the time of the raid. According to Ben 

2Webb, The Texas Rangers, p. 58 ; Jenkins states 
that the Indians ''were supposed to have been guided by 
Mexicans." Jenkins, Recollec tions of Early Texas, p. 61. 

3Linn, Reminiscences, p. 339; Br own, Indian Wars 
and Pioneers, pp . 79- 80. 

4Mayhall, Indian Wars of Texas, p. 33. 
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McCulloch the Indians carried with them three thousand 

horses and seven hundred pack mules loaded with plunder. 5 

It was no mere accident that the Indians happened 

to choose Victoria and Linnville as targets for their 

raids. Nor was it coincidence that the prairies were 

covered with horses and the warehouses filled with 

supplies. It seems that the Indians were aware of this 

before reaching the lower settlements. 

After the Battle of Plum Creek, much of the booty 

re-captured from the Indians was divided among the parti

cipants in the fight. One man, James N. Smith, received 

a beautiful beaded shot bag with "Roman crosses" designed 

upon it. Having examined the contents of the bag, Smith 

found a letter written from a Mexican to one of the Indian 

chiefs. In the letter, the Mexican strongly suggested 

that the raid on Victoria and Linnville would be very 
6 

profitable. 

During their raid, the Comanches very cautiously 

avoided a fight. They seemed to be more interested in 

the plunder taken on their foray. The Indians' principal 

interest in their horses and pack animals tends to indi 

cate that there was a need for the goods, possibly to be 

SRose, Life of McCulloch, p. 61. 

6James N. Smith, "Autobiography," III, p. 218, 
MS., Archives Collection, University of Texas Library. 
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used in a larger and more formidable raid on the frontier 

settlements. 

It is apparent that throughout the entire raid the 

Comanches were more interested in collecting plunder than 

in murder and revenge. Immediately after attacking 

Victoria, the Indians gathered up the large numbers of 

horses on the prairies. At Linnville, the Comanches 

were more interested in the goods found in the stores and 

warehouses than they were in murdering the townspeople. 7 

Burdened with immense plunder, the Comanches 

began a slow retreat northward. Although a group of 

Texans, under Captain John Tumlinson, attempted to 

engage the Indians in battle, the Comanches showed a 

disposition to avoid fighting. They were more interested 

in getting their horses and plunder to the safety of 

their hill country homes. The Indians would encircle 

the Texans and skirmish with them while their plunder 

was pushed onward. 8 

When the Comanches were confronted by the Texas 

volunteers at Plum Creek, they once again tried to avoid 

a battle. The Indians immediately formed a line between 

their plunder and the Texans. As a number of Comanche 

7Linn, Reminiscences, pp. 339, 341-342. 

8Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p . 80; Rose, 
Life of McCulloch, pp.~5~ 
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warriors engaged the Texans in minor skirmishing, the 

major portion of the warparty, along with captives, 

plunder, and horses, continued across the prairie. It 

was only after the Texans charged that the Indians 

were forced to fight. 9 Many of the volunteers could 

not understand why the Indians refused to fight. One 

Texan stated: 

It has always been a mystery to me why the 
Indians became so terribly demoralized in this 
battle. It was fought on the open prairie, and 
they could easily see that they greatly outnumbered 
us. It is rather strange that they did not make a 
stand.10 

Following the Battle of Plum Creek, Major- General 

Huston reported that a Mr. Sutherland 

had information from a Mexican, that the expedition 
was gotten up at Matamoros, and was to be composed 
of six hundred Indians and forty Mexicans; and this 
is confirmed by the fact that new Mexican blankets 
and other articles usually given as presents to the 
Indians, were found amongst the plunder.11 

After the Great Comanche Raid, the only major 

depredation made by the Comanches was carried out against 

the Mexicans in the states of Coahuila and Nueva Leon, 

the latter suffering most severely. It is believed that 

9Jenkins, Recollections of Early Texas, p. 64. 

lOBrazos (Pseud.), Life of Robert Hall, p. 51. 

11Journals of the House of Rerresentatives of the 
Republic of Texas-,-Fifth Congress,irst Session,- -
Appendix, p. 144. 
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this raid into Mexico resulted from the failure of the 

Mexicans to send promised support to the Comanches in 

their raids on Victoria and Linnville. 12 An account of 

this raid is given by Captain Flack: 

In October, 1840, more than four hundred warriors 
penetrated into Mexico some four hundred miles, 
and killed, scalped, burned and destroyed everything 
they could; their track could be traced for miles by 
the burning ranches and villages.13 

As a result of this raid, the state of Nueva Leon 

lost approximately seven hundred inhabitants, and Coahuila 

lost almost the same number. Many women were captured, 

and thousands of horses and other livestock were stolen. 14 

Colonel R. M. Potter, who resided in Matamoros 

at the time of the Great Comanche Raid, stated that 

there are many circumstances connected with the 
raids on Victoria and Linnville which support the 
claim that Mexican authorities instigated them and 
promised co-operation in carrying them out.15 

Felix Huston's victory at Plum Creek and Colonel 

John Moore's victory on the upper Colorado utterly 

crushed the fighting power of the Comanche tribe in 

Central Texas. These overwhelming victories also 

12Dixon, Romance and Tragedy, pp. 268- 269. 

13captain Flack, The Texan Rifle Hunter (London: 
John Maxwell and Company0866), p. 133. 

14
Ibid. 

15Dixon, Romance and Tragedy, p. 269. 
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destroyed Canalizo ' s plans for re - taking Texas with the 

help of Indian allies. After the Comanches' defeat, the 

most powerful and most feared Indian tribe in Texas was 

completely destroyed. The Comanches, believing that the 

Texans were invincible, never attempted to molest the 

settlers to any great extent after 1840. Since the most 

powerful Indian tribe involved in the Mexican plot was 

totally destroyed, the whole scheme was abandoned . 

It is significant that, with the defeat of the 

Comanches, there came the development of new tactics in 

frontier warfare a gainst the Indians. Until the Great 

Comanche Raid, it was highly irregular for the Texans 

to charge a large body of Indians. The usual procedure 

for the volunteer soldiers was to dismount and await 

the Indians' charge or attack. These tactics were 

employed by John Tumlinson's men as they followed the 

Comanches toward Plum Creek, but were changed as the 

battle progressed. 16 

The Battle of Plum Creek began with the Texans 

employing the usual tactics in Indian fighting. Major

General Huston's plan of action called for his men to 

dismount and form a hollow square with one side open. 

l6Austin ~ Gazette, September 2, 1840; Brown, 
Indian Wars and PToneers, p. 80. 
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When it was realized that this form of fighting was ineffec

tive, Huston ordered a general charge. Firing as they 

charged, the men advanced on the Indians. "The Indians 

did not stand the charge, and fled at all points. 1117 

It is not certain exactly when Samuel Colt's 

repeating firearms were first used, but it is probable 

that they were employed in this fight. Shortly after 

Colt's five-shooter was invented, about fifty-five of 

the guns were sold, by government contract, to the Texas 

Navy. Since they were needed more on the frontier than 

in the Navy, some of the guns were turned over to Jack 

Hays and his rangers. Hays' men took an active part in 

the fight at Plum Creek, and it is likely that they used 

Colt's revolvers. 18 

In Moore's fight on the upper Colorado, cavalry 

tactics were also used effectively. Moore ' s volunteers 

charged directly into the Indian village. A "general 

and effective fire was opened" from horseback. As the 

enemy fled, Lieutenant Clarke Owen ' s men, acting as a 

cavalry unit, pursued the Indians and cut off their 

17Journals of the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas,-ifirtn Congress, First Session, Appendix, 
pp. 141- l?i'2. 

18
Wilbarger, Indian Depredations, p. 72 ; Webb, The 

Texas Rangers, p. 62. 



FIGURE 11 

JOHN COFFEE HAYS, LEADER OF A BAND OF TEXAS 
RANGERS IN THE BATTLE OF PLUM CREEK 
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retreat. These men also fired from horseba ck. In this 

fight, Captain Andrews tested one of Colt's repeating 

rifles. He reported that he was able to fire the Colt 

rifle ten times while his companions were able to fire 

their rifles only twice.19 

The Battle of Plum Creek and the fight on the upper 

Colorado marked the beginning of a new era in frontier 

warfare. Mounted charges, firing from horseback, and 

the use of repeat ing firearms all helped in bringing 

into existence modern cavalry as a military unit. 20 

With the defeat of the Comanches, there came a 

new spirit exhibited by the Texans. There was more 

determination and enthusiasm in the men's actions. 

Huston reported at Plum Creek that "Nothing could exceed 

the animation of the men. II It was also reported 

that Burleson exhibited "cool, deliberate and prompt 

courage and conduct .. II The other leaders had also 

"acted with the utmost courage and firmness. 1121 

John Moore, who led the expedition against the 

Comanches on the upper Colorado, reported that his 

19Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840. 

20san Antonio Light, January 15, 1966. 
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Republic of Texas,FirtFl Congress, First Session, Appendix, 
p. 142. 



commanders displayed "gallant and officer- like conduct 

and bearing during the entire campaign, and particularly 

during the engagement. 1122 

Until the Great Comanche Raid, this new and 

exhilarating spirit displayed by the Texans was not 

present. Before 1840, the Texans showed little enthusiasm 

in Indian fighting. In previous Indian fights, the Texans 

were usually hampered by negligence, incompetence, and 

failure. At Plum Creek, however, no mistakes were made, 

although Huston would have failed to deliver such a 

crushing blow to the Comanches had it not been for the 

advice of older and more experienced Indian fighters 

like Caldwell, Burleson, and McCulloch. Colonel Moore's 

expedition into Comanche territory was a successful 

achievement. Moore's appropriate orders and the troops' 

swift and accurate performance resulted in a total 

defeat for the Comanches. 

These battles helped to develop experienced 

Indian fighters and they helped to produce competent 

leaders who would later take an active part in the Mexican 

War and the Civil War. 23 

22Moore's official report, Telegraph and Texas 
Register, November 18, 1840. 

23John C. Hays exhibited his leadership both in 
the Texas Rangers and in the Mexican War. Webb, The 
Texas Rangers, pp. 69, 94 ; Ben McCulloch commandeaa 
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The Great Comanche Raid of 1840 ended in disaster 

for the Indians. The Comanches were completely surprised 

and overwhelmed by Texan forces at Plum Creek and on the 

upper Colorado River. These two fights resulted in over

whelming victories for the Texans. The Comanches, con

sidered to be the fiercest of all Indians in Texas, were 

utterly crushed and never recovered from their defeat. 

The Great Comanche Raid of 1840 was the last major threat 

to the settlers in the South Central Texas area, although 

minor skirmishes and depredations continued in the region 

for some years afterwards. The Comanche defeat intro

duced "an important epoch in Texas history, and indeed 

most of our historians regard it as the turning point 

in affairs with the Indians. 1124 

Since Indian problems had hindered the settlement 

of the Texas frontier for many years, the defeat of the 

Indians in the Great Comanche Raid helped to accelerate 

the westward movement. Had it not been for the Great 

company of Texans in the Mexican War, and later became a 
general and died in the Battle of Elk Horn, Missouri. 
Webb, The Texas Rangers, p . 94; Wilbarge7,_Indian_Depreda
tions, p. 290; Henry McCulloch also participated in the 
Mexican War and the Civil War. Wilbarger, Indian De1reda 
tions, pp. 612 - 613; Lieutenant Clarke L. Owen was ki led 
in the Battle of Shiloh, 1862. He had attained the rank 
of Captain. Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers, p. 83. 

24James T. DeShields, Border Wars of Texas (Tioga, 
Texas: The Herald Company, 1912), p~0-.-
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Comanche Raid, the Battle of Plum Creek, and Moore ' s 

vic tory on the Colorado River, the westward settlement 

on the Texas frontier would probably have been dras 

t i ca l ly retarded in the nineteenth century . The defeat 

of the h ostile Comanches aided greatly in making the 

uninhabita b l e fron tier of Texas a safe place for the 

s ettlers to bui l d homes and raise families. 
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CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSION 

The two most important causes of the Great 

Comanche Raid were Mexican intervention into Texas 

Indian affairs and the harsh anti - Indian policy of the 

Lamar administration. Another important cause of the 

raid, although related to Lamar ' s anti - Indian policy, 

was the Council House Fight in San Antonio. 

Almost immediately after the Texas Revolution 

in 1836, the Centralists in Mexico attempted to devise 

a plan to retake Texas from Mexico. This plan included 

using the Indians in Texas as Mexican allies. Unable 

to raise an army strong enough to recapture Texas at 

that time, the Centralists sent secret agents among the 

Indian tribes, inciting them to wage an unceasing war 

on the Texas settlers. These agents attempted to form 

alliances with many of the tribes residing in Texas. 

It was because of their involvement with the Mexicans 

that the Cherokees were finally defeated and driven 

from their land. 

Following the Council House Fight in March, 1840, 

agents were again sent to circulate among the Indians, 

primarily the Comanches. Their agitation among the 
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Indians caused the Comanches to equip a large wa r party 

and make the Great Comanche Raid into the lower settle

ments of Texas . The Mexican a gents were supposed to 

have aided the Indians in their raids. Gifts, presented 

to the Comanches by the Mexicans, were found with the 

plunder recaptured at Plum Creek. 

Another major cause of the Great Comanche Raid 

of 1840 was the "no compromise" anti - Indian policy of 

the Lamar administration. President Lamar believed in 

the phrase, "The only good Indian is a dead Indian." 

He believed that the time had come for the Texans to 

begin a war of extermination a gainst the Indians. 

Lamar's first opportunity to ini tiate his anti - Indian 

policy was in expelling the Cherokees from East Texas. 

In the Cherokees ' defeat along the Neches, Chief Bowles 

was killed and the remainder of the Cherokees were 

pushed out of Texas. 

Lamar's anti - Indian policy was again exhibited 

in March, 1840. The Comanches had agreed to come to 

San Antonio, with their white captives, for peace 

negotiations . In case the Comanches failed to bring 

in their prisoners, a body of armed t r oops had been 

stationed in and around the Council House. The Indians 

brought in only one prisoner. The commissioners at 

the peace talks told the Comanche chiefs that they wer e 
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to be kept as hostages until other prisoners were 

returned. A fi ght broke out and the chiefs, along with 

other members of their tribe, were killed. This action 

at the Council House infuriated the Indians , who 

returned t o their homes to mourn for their dead and 

plan revenge a gainst the Texans. 

Following the Battle of Plum Creek and the Great 

Comanche Raid, President Lamar decided that the Comanches 

had not been punished severely enough for their raids 

on Victoria and Linnville. He sent orders to Colonel 
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John Moore to equi p an expedition to penetrate into the 

Comanche territory on the upper Colorado River, thus 

carrying the war to the Indians' homeland. Most historians 

a gree that Lamar's Indian policy was a failure because 

it caused an unnecessary drain on the economy of a 

strugg ling Republic. Actually his Indian policy was not 

a failure, because it did accomplish its main purpose--

to rid the frontier settlements of the constant thr eat 

of Indian attacks. Lamar's anti - Indian policy worked 

very effectively a gainst the Comanches, and Moore ' s 

expedition was a total success. 
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APPENDICES 



APPENDIX A 

List of kn own Texan casualties incurred during the 
Comanche Raid on the lower settlements of Victoria and 
Linnville in August, 1840. 

Killed 

Bell, Dr. 

Caldwell, Colonel Pinkney 

Daniels, 

Foley , Tucker 

Gray, Dr. Arthur 

McNuner, William 
Mordecai, Benjamin 

O'Neill, Joseph 

Richardson, Vartland 

Stephens, 
Smart, George 

Watts, Captain---
Watts, Major H. 0. 

One Englishman (name unknown) 
One infant (child of Mrs. Cyrus Crosby) 
Eight Negroes (names unknown) 
One Mexican (name unknown) 

Wounded 

Clausel, 

Krantz, Captain ----
Menefree, John S. 

Ponton, Dr. Joel 
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APPENDIX B 

Partial list of all known participants in Battle of Plum 
Creek on August 12, 1840. 

Anderson, Colonel 

Baker, John 
Baylor, R. E. B. 
Bell, Colonel 
Bellinger, Judge Edward 
Bellingsly, Captain Jesse 
Berry, Andrew Jackson 
Berry, James 
Berry, John Bates 
Berry, Joseph 
Bird, Jame's 
Bird, Jonathan 
Bostick, Sion R. 
Brown, Dr. Caleb S. 
Brown, Dr. David F. 
Brown, John Henry 
Burleson, Edward 
Burleson, Jonathan 
Burleson, Joseph, Jr. 
Burnam, William Owen 

Caldwell, Matthew 
Carter, 
Chalk, Major Whitfield 
Clopton, William 
Cocke, Colonel James D. 
Cordell, Owen N. 
Cox, Reverend Thomas J. 

Darlington, J. W. 
Darst, David 
Day, Milford 
DeWees, W. B. 
DeWitt, Majo r C. C. 
DeWitt, Judge Clint C. 
DeWolf, 

Fentress, Dr. James 
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Galbreath, Thomas 
Gipson, Archibald 
Gipson, James 
Good, Isham Jones 

Hall, Robert 
Hankins, Eli Skaggs 
Hardeman, Owen B. 
Hardeman, Thomas Monroe 
Hardeman, William P. 
Hays, John C. 
Highsmith, Benjamin 
Hornsby, Joe 
Howard, Captain 
Huston, Felix 

Izard, James 

Jenkins, John Holland 
Jones, Colonel Henry 

Lee, Nelson 

McCoy, John 
McCulloch, Benjamin 
McCulloch, Henry 
Magill, William Harrison 
Miller, Alsey S. 
Mills, James L. 
Morrell, Reverend Z. N. 

Neill, Andrew 
Neill, George 
Nichols, James 
Nichols, John 
Nichols, Thomas 

Oury, William Sanders 



Patton, James 
Perry, Captain R. C. 
Placido 

Randall, Barney 
Randle, Wilson 
Reed, Hutchinson 
Rice, James 0 . 
Rogers, Samuel C. A. 
Rose, Victor M. 

Scarborough, William L. 
Smith, Ezekiel 
Smith, French 
Smith, James N. 
Sowell, Andrew 
Sowell, John 
Sweitzer, Dr. Alonzo B. 

Thompson, Barry 

Wallace, Lt.-Col. Joseph Washington E. 
Wallace, W. A. A. 
Wallace, W. J. E. 
Waller, Judge Edwin 
Wa rd, Lafayette 
Wheeler, Captain 
Winchel, Henry C. 
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APPENDIX C 

Partial list of known participants in Colonel John H. 
Moore's expedition to the upper Colorado River in October, 
1840. 

Andrews, Captain 

Castro, Chief 

Dale, E. V. 
Dawson, Nicholas 
Dougherty, 

Eastland, Judge 
Elly, Gustav 

Fields, S. S. B. 
Flacco, Chief 
Foley, Mason B. 

Gillespie, R. Addison 

Harrell, Garrett 

James, Thomas D. 
Jones, M. F. 

Lubbock, T. S. 

McAnelly, Pleasant 
McGuffin, John F. 
Mitchell, Captain Isaac N. 
Moore, Colonel John H. 

Owen, Clarke L. 

Rabb, Thomas J. 
Rector, Pendleton 
Rockfeller, Peter 
Ryan, Nicholas J. 
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Shuff, Charles 
Simons, Joseph 

Wells, John A. 
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