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PREFACE 

The purpose in preparing this thesis has been to 

collect and preserve in permunent form authentic dat a 

conc erning the historical , economic , and soci a l develop

ment of Fort Bend County , one of the old~st counties of 

our St ate. It has be E- n intereating to investig~t e the 

development the county has a chieved and the r~lution of 

its pionE- ers ,--many of whose des cend ants still live on 

original l and gr ants, --to thtlt progress . 

The sources from which the material for this theois 

has been obta ined are many and varied. ,.uoh of the data 

has been secured from early h stories of the St ti te, Gam

mel's Laws of Texas, the United St at e s Cens us eports, 

county and st ate newspapers, county 1·ecords, records in 

the Texas Archives of the St ate, and correspondence and 

interviews with profe.ssional and bus ines s men and oth1::r 

citi zens of the county . 

It is the hope tha t this study will assist in creat 

ing a keener inter es t i n the: writing of local history , and 

that others may und ert ake a si~iltlr t a sk in recording t e 

story of t he progres s of their counti e. s. 
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CHAPTER I 

GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS OF FORT BEND COUNTY 

Fort Bend County was named for an old fort built by a 

group of Austin ' s coloni sts in 1821 in the bend of the Bra

zos River at the present site of Ri chmond, the county seat . 

This "fort" and the circumst ance of its loc ation were the 

origin of the name Fort Bend Settlement, by which the lo

cal ity was known up to the time of the Texas Revolution . 1 

Location. Fort Bend County is loc ated in the coastal prairie 

of Southeast Texas. It lies on both sides of the Brazos 

River , only one county removed f rom the Gulf of Mexico . It 

is more exactly located as lying betwe en p ar allels t wenty

nine and t hirty degrees, and longitude ninety- five and ninety

six degrees . 2 

Climate. The climate is very suita ble to various indu stries 

and is pl easant to l ive in . The temperature se ldom rises 

above 100 de grees or fal ls below t hirty degret s Fahrenhe it . 

There is usually a cooling bree ze from the Gulf in SUl.Gliler, 

and in winter extreme cold is unknown, except for an occa-

1 Frances ·:,'hi te Johnson , _ Hi s tory of Texas and Texans , 
( ed) Eugene c. Barker and Ernest ·,'Jill iam Winkler, 
vol. II , pp . 650- 651. 

2 The Texas Almanac and State Indus tri al Guide, "Counties 
--and Cities of Texas", 1936 , p. 408. 
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sion~l bl cs t of short dur ati on from the north . The rain

fal l of the county a ver age 0 forty- one inches pe r y t ar . It 

is 11,e l l d i stribut ed t hr oughout the ye ar, but i s heaviest 

in the winter e,nd spring . t roughts of short p <:: ri od s occur 

i n the summer :c:.nd f all . Heavy dews adde d to the r a inr e.ll 

provi de s uf~icient moi sture f or ~bundant pl ant life . The 

extra water supply needed for irrigating rice is pr ovided 

by the deep we l l s in t he county . 3 

Dr a inage. The gener al slope of the land is i n a southeast-· 

e rly direction. The Brazos River and i ts tribut aries afford 

the principa l dr8inage . The 3an Bern~r d Rivl r i s th~ west

ern boundary of the county--a smal l s tre am unt il it r ea che s 

Brazori a County to the J outh. Bi g Creek , a tribut ar y to the 

Br a zos , flows throue;h the county bet we en the Bruzos ::.;.n d the 

3an Bernard . On the e ast side J on~s Cre~k ewptie s into the 

Brazos one mi l e Bbove Ri chmond , the county se at . Oyster 

Cr eek r ise s in the northeas t ern part of the count y , illld pur

suing a course p ar lle l ~1th th e Sr azos, ec pti e s i nt o the 

bay · west of Galveston . Clear Cr eek, Cedar Creek, Sneke Crt ek , 

3ebrins Cr eek, Mound Cr eek , Gow Cr eek , Bee Creek , and Robb 

Bayou ~r e ·e l l d i stribut ed throughout the count y and sup ply 

excellent dr a inage f aci lit i es. 4 

3 

4 

Alex Deus s en , Geology ~ Under~round \'laters 2£ J outhwest 
£.!:.!!. Part of the Texa s Coast a Pl ain , p . 149 

Vuluable as s i s t ~nc ~ i n thi s ph~s e of t h e s tudy was obt a i ned 
from Davis Cr ow, ~n experienced s urveyor of Fort Bend 
County. 
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Physiography . Fort Bend County , with an a r ea of 792 s quare 

miles , hes a l or ge v ~ri ety of soil , much of which comp ares 

f a vorably wi th the ric hest in the world . There are f i elds 

along t he Brazos that have been in use for more than a cen

tury , yet they c ontinue to produce pro f it abl e crops ~s if 

their fertility were inexh~usti ble . Therefore fertiliz ers 

are not yet ne eded for general c r ops on t he red l ~nds along 

the Br azos . ~ore than ninety pe r cent of the county areti 

i s cov ered by soil s belonging to the following groups; red 

botto~ l s nds, bl a ck sticky cl ay , l i ght s andy l oams , and clay 

loams . 5 In are as appropri ate to their growth , t he soi l pro

duces ash, elm , ha.ckberry , cottonwo od , mesquite , pe can and 

both live oak and post oak . The mineral res ources consist 

of oil , gas , sulphur , s alt ~nd asphal t . 6 

As a p a.rt of a st ate whi ch produces oil in a fav orable 

proport ion to its i mmense size , Fort Bend County r anks t wen

t y- fourth with the other 253 counties . Her s i x million bar 

rels answer fo r one-fourth per cent of the tot a l f lov~· 0f 

470 ,000, 00 0 bar r els whi ch Texas was able to market in 1 938 . 7 

5 S . ,\ . Mc .!ill an , The Book of Fort Bend County , Tex e.s, 
pp . 25- 29 . 

6 The Texas Al manac and State Industri al Guide , "Counties 
--and cities of 'l'exas"', p . 4l3 . 

7 Ibid., pp . 218-219. 
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Natural gas , which has a l ur ge percent age of waste due 

to po ison and l a ck of market, is found in l ar ge &nd highly 

ooncentrut ed quantiti es. This gi ve s 1::1. source of energy 

which may in the neur f uture prove itself a means of suJ port 

for t his are a . 

The sulphur industry has f avored the county by pl ucing 

a field at Orchard . It is at present YOUil8 i n the point of 

development , but i s dest ined to become a promint::nt t'1::1. ctor 

in the fin unoial advancement of the county . 

Jalt de _osi t s are also found i n sevcrul l oc tltions in 

this area , and one , about ten mi les north h s b~en oper a

ting as n paying enterpr i s e. 

The Texas Co aste r , October 22 , 1922, give9 the follow-

ing <1 Ccount of the discov£::ry of usphalt in Fort Bend County: 

A discovery was accidontly made u few duys agu 
on Oswald Volka 's place abo ut one mi l e west of 
i eedvLae . Volka ' s childr en were burning we~ds 
when they f ound a l arge crevice. Upon investi
gating it, it was seen that some combustible sub
stance in the e ·,rt h was burning . I t was extin
guished and Volka b9red down o few f ee t int o the 
8arth and found a ten foot str at a of pure asphalt . 
Ee bored into a number of pl a ces und the sub
stance w~s found in every hole . s 

Ch '.lracter of the Popula t on . During the oolon i e.l period 

when people in the ol d sUl..' tes ;ere s eeking new l ands of op

portunity, the f irs t 9et t lGrs of Fort Bend County were the 

..-~ gl o- .uner1c un 3 who c ~ e from tht re p, ion a oros /3 the :Hsers-

sinpi Piver . Behi nd t h~~ were the tradi t i ons of a pr uu d 

8 News item, "As phult t eposit Found" , The 'Texas Co~s ter, 
vol. XI X, (Octob .:. r f' 2 , 1 922) , p . 1. 
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domi nating r ace, to whom constituti onal gov t- r nmcnt vm s an 

i nhe r i t ed ri ght . Be aring t hi s f act i n ~i nd it i s e asy t o 

underst and tlnd to apprec i c1te th1.it it v1a s the i r intcms e 

patri ot i sm that c aused them to purticip ute i n t hrowing off 

the Mexi can r ul e . 

i'lhen t he Sta t e ,:a s a Repub l ic !3.Ild i ts door s wer t:: s t ill 

open , sorr;e Germ1._~n fhlC! ili es came t o Fort Bend Count and 

helpe d be ar t he h~rd sh ip s of thtl t tiroe . They ~er e a hu:nble 

peorl e of s omev•hat hetE1 rogenous des cription, a gr e at pa r t 

cf whom were far mer s and mech an ic s who had a de s ire fo r i m

prov i ng t heir condit i on . 9 

As t i me pas s ed , ffi any German f amilies and others f rom 

the 3t ates j oined the e ar ly s e t t l er s i n the deve l opment of 

the fertile s oil of the county and in t he es t abl ishment 

of i t s i nst i t uti on s . Today t he de sc endants of t hese pi on~er 

GerDan f ar!l i l i e s a r e among t he county's l eadi ng and mos t sub

s t anti al citi zens . 

Fol lowing the Germans c,me t he Bohemi an pe opl e from 

ills t r i a . These t wo elements e arly i denti f i ed t hemse l ves 

wi t h the qelfar e of t he count y , taking p art in al l pub l ic 

aff a i r s •1 O Aft er 1890 :nany Czechs beg1::.n t o come to the 

pr a i ries of Fort Bend County f r o t he pr a i r i e r egions of t he 

~i ddl e Wes t ern St at es . Ea ch ye ar fr i ends and r e l uti ves 

9 Fr ed er i ck Law ffimist e&d , ~ J our ney Through Texas, p . 428 . 

10 Fr ancis V/hite J ohnson , .21?.· cit . , pp . 659 - 660 . 
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increa s ed the number of these t wo groups. At the s ame time 

many Bohemi an s et t l ers came fr om Fayet t e, Was hi ngton , a nd 

;vill i amson Counti E: s , Texas. The Bohemi ans, like the Ger

mans, have cont r ibut ed much to t he economic we alth of the 

county. Laboring a t fir s t a s wage ea rner s , ma ny of them 

r apidly a cqui red t he i r own fa r ms end soon be came pr os perous. 11 

In 1930 the r e were 5,231 Mexicans in Fort Bend County. 12 

They first came to the county in appr e ci able number s about 

1905. Aft er the Mexic an Revolut i on of 1910, they came in 

gr eater numbers . Their ru~pose was to secure work temporarily, 

and to return to their native l ~nd at a future date. Bec ause 

of their strongly marked r a ci a l char acteristic s , the Mexicans 

are easi l y noticed, and t hey continue a s ep ar ate class in 

the popul ati on. 

Polish settl ers loc a t e d i n the s out he as t ern p urt of the 

agricul tur al di s tricts of Fort Bend County about 1910 . They 

are only an extensi on of the t h ickly s et t led t erritory of 

Chapel Ei l l , 'i'la shington County , Texas, and nov, nUillber about 

t h . il. 13 wo undr ed and fift y f am ies . 

The Negr o popul at i on da t es ba ck to t he time of t ht E- ~rly 

s ettlers f or many Negr oes v,e r c br ought t o t he county as s l e.v e: s 

by their O¼ner s . Randall J ones , one of the fi rs t s e t t l e r s , 

11 Int erview, F . A. Schawe, Re altor of Ros enberg, Texas, 
J uly 20, 1941 . 

12 Fifteenth Census of the United St ates, vol. III, (1930), 
p. 1,014. 

13 F . A. Schawe, 2.E.· cit. 



7 

"returned to Louisiana in 1 832 and traded Negr oe s for sixty 

head of ca t t le . "14 Be cause of e arly and fre quent m&rri Hges 

and l a r ge f amili es , the Negr o popul i1 tion outm.,rnbe re d the 

wh i t es until 1920. There ar e now 9 , 110 Negr oes in the County . 15 

The 3i xteenth Census of the Un ited 3t ates gave Fort Bend County 

a populati on of 3 2 , 963 peo ple . They v;ere listed t hus : 

Native white 
Forei gn born white 
Negroes 
Other gr oups 

18 , ?59 
2 , 314 
8 , 425 
3,46516 

There ure ove r t we lve hundred othe r people l iving in 

Fort Bend Cot.nty , who ere ::ot enumera t ed on the census for 

t he county . These ::..re the convicts 1 i vi ng on the 8t E:1te Penal 

f ar ms . ~ith the vast are a of the St ate f r om which to choose 

locations for the prison far1us , it is cor.1pli.:1.ent ury to the 

soil and cl i mote of t his section t hat eighty p~r cent of the 

0tate•s farming ventures are loc ut ed in Fort Bend County . 

Dat e on these f tlr 2;s are as fol l ows ; 

Name Ye ar Purcht1 sed Acre age Cult i va ted Uncul tivated 

Harlem Ferm 
Central Far m 
Blue Ridge Far m 

1 885 
1908 
1916 

5 , 60 0 
5,227 
4 , 416 

5 , 005 
4 , 5 00 
3 , 954 

595 
72 71 7 
462 

14 A. J • .Sov:ell, !!_ Hi s tory 2f_ Fort Bend County • p . 65 . 

15 Si xt eenth Census of t he United St ates, vol . II , (1940) , 
p . 194 . 

16 Si xteenth Censu 0 ~ the Uni ted St ates , Tables 26 - 2? , 
p p . 157 ; 173. 

1? Intervi ew, n. J . Fl anagan , ~l ana~er of the Central !3.Ild 
Harl em St ~te Penal Far ms , Sugar Land, Texus , hlarch 3 , 
1942 . 
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31nce t he population of t he coi.;.nty is chiE,fly r ural , 

towns s uch es Eea:3 l ey , :ul s h e r1 r , KEndl et on , Nu::dville , Or

ch ·~r d , ra chmond , aos tI:!bere, , St afford [;nd .'.3ugar L~nd a ct :::.. s 

conm.~ rc i ~l e nd t r '.1d ing c t.nt ers . As ~ llwtter of f a ct, ther e 

were no pernrn~entl l oc nted to\•, ns in Fort l3ena. Cou1;t .y be s i de 

Ri chmond , the ·ot~nty s e f-~t , i-:h:i c h \':1w cstabli ,:; h cd in 18~:, 7 , 

~Lt il man ye~rs l ut ~r . 

~s ne i gh borhoaa C8n t ~rs . 

,-..11 ot her pl r1 ces \~·e r E: onl · known 

Tod~y For t BBn d County h GS towns , 

vi l l uge5 tind coil1:1uniti e s . For conveni en ce , the t r a d i ng ce n

t e rs ~re ~phabe t i cel ly ur ranged t nd descri be d on the p age s 

whi ch f ollow. 

Beas l ey . 'f he tovm of Be as l ey , ·as ::il:.!'.Zled for Ge e l 1 • Bea8ley , 

who c a."I!e t o Richmond to 11 ve a s Sant a Fe Rai l v-.ray a~ent, and 

who i n 139~ vnw t he loc al ba nke r und un c: u ts t Hnd ing ci t i z. en . 

Ee own ed o t r Hct of l a nd on the lower l i ne of t he 3outhern 

Po.c i f ic h~lf \;'ay bc t we .: n Rose n b t r g ::.nd the Bernar d Ri ver and 

conc6lved an i de a of loc ating a vi llage and procuring f o r it 

r a i h,ay fa ci l ities . The t own was pr o.not ed and was t o be 

named f or r,. i s s I 3abcl Dyer o f R:! c b.Iaond whom Beasley aft e r 

war d s mar ried . The n ame Dye r h ad be en g i ven t o anot her vil

l age i r. the county Ro the new t own was cal l ed Be as l ey . 

Twelve years l ater Stern and 3t er n Land Company of Kan

s ~s City he ld ~ great auc t . on nule o f l ot s . Beas ley then be

car'1e a bo om t ov;n . It was t he n c ~res t r a ilr o ad trad i ng point 

of t hat time f or the Needvil l e ter r i t ory and i t s volui:.e of 

bus i ne s s dur ing t he pe r i od t he p r a i rie w~s sett led was nor 

?tous . The f s. r 1,1 i n g s ect ion surr ounding the t own i s highly 

,I 
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developed and pro s9erous . It is but f uir to the f ~r mer s 

of the community to s ay tha t they ha ve developed f aste r than 

the town . Conse quently much of the Be nsley trade goes el s e

where and the town h~s developed but l it tle since t he exten

sion of the r a ilroad to Needvil l e. 

The first man to live in Beasley, Cha rlie liarmon , woved 

t her e in 1 699 . He s til l lives ne ar his origina l f ar m. The 

f i r st Negro to l ive i n the tm•m was Bush Le i gh , who now l i ves 

in Richmond . 

Be aley hes excelleht schoo~ and s chool buildings . Buses 

bring pupils from Cottonwo od , ~'.odena , and Tavener. The school 

jo ined five other s in 1938 to form the f i rs t six- mtin f ootba l l 

d i s trict in Texas . 

In Februar y , 1938 , Beasley received much at t enti on in 

the magazine , Hou s ton, becaus e of the fact t htit the s i x 

churches there are sup9orted by over 600 members, while the 

populati on of the town i n 360 . The churches are Lut heran, 

Evangeli cal Reformed Church , Bapt i st , Church of Christ, 

Catholi c, tmd Christian Scientist •18 

Fulshe nr . This homey pl a ce is loc ated on the l und gr unted 

by the Mexican Government in 1824 to Churchill Fulshe~r , Sen

ior, one of .i.us tin' s 300 . In 1880 he g a e a ri ght of we.y 

a cro s s hi s l and s to the 3an ,-..nt onio und . .runs as Pass Rail

way . 1urveyors r at t l ed cha ins &nd s et pos ts--the tovm of 

18 Let ter , J ames L. Boone , Superintendent of 3chools, Be as 
ley , Texas , June 27 , 1942 . 
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Fulsh6 _r w& s l a id out. 

Fulshe lir was a rich man and his ho tby was hors e ruc

ing . He bought and ra ised thoroughbreds and for yea r s ma in

t a ined u race course, Churchi l l Dov,na, wher e ra. ce s, famous 

in their duy, l ao0- 1870, were run a no r a cing nistory was made . 

The l ocati on of the town .fits it ad.uir a ly for sto ck 

ra i sing and pl ant a t iun far l ng . r e c-antly t lu. 3 cu,iuJ.n.w.ity ha s 

!7H:td e somu p r(.)gress in the devti lo lllent of i mproved pe can or 

chard s . 

There are f ive s tores, a c ot t on g i n , a gar age , a bl a ck

smith shop and a dr ug store . The Fulshe sr school district 

shows an enro l l ment of white , Mexic ,in and Negro chi l aren and 

separ~t e schools are provided for each gr oup . 

Fulsh£ar was the home of John Huggins, the world ' s great 

est tra iner of r !ioe horses . 11..fte::r tra ining f or P ier l'e Loril

l ard he r e turned to the United 3t &tes and Stirly in the cen

tury he retired ::1 nd came home to Fulshear where he di ed in 

1 14 . l~ 

Y.endleton . Thi s s t op st ati on and post office is on the Vic 

tor i a divisi on of the Southern a oifio Railroad . The town 

de rived its n ame from ' / . E . Kendle, who subdi vided the Mc

r.ormi ck Le o~u0 ~nd s old it to the ex- s l a ves from Colorado 

:.:.nd 1'!~s h n g on count i es nbou t 1370. Tbi s expl ains why Kendle 

ton is l ar ~ely fl Negro oo:mr:1uni t y . 

19 Kell y Elisha Warfield , "Our Horses and J ockeys nbroad" , 
.~unsey •s 1:agaz ine , vol. XXIV, (March , 1901), p . 361. 
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· bout t wo miles fro;;; town is the E. izabeth Por,ell home 

s ite where El i zabeth "?owell conduc .. ed s. t avern f or trA 1e l ers 

between the loi:;er _t._ust i n Colon y an d t he upper colony around 

San Felipe . This s ite i s indicated by a Cent e nn i a l mHrker. 2 0 

Needvil l e . Thi s t own i s a fine example of e. r ural coI'Jlilunity 

t hat has f o.1 t h in i tse;l.f. The only thing \, rang wi th the pl a ce 

i s it s name . In 1887 t he St ate or Texas of f ered to sell t wen

t y sections of s chool l and in Fort Be nd County. Poor peopl e 

from di ff erent p:~rts of the country -rus he d i n. 

In 1895 ugust Schendel built his res idence and a smal l 

s tore on the hi ~h or a i r ie at a pl ace which ~as for a time 

ca l led :1 chendel vi l le . Be c':l. us e the pe opl e wer e poor snd a l 

ways in need of s o~cthing , Schende l change d the nillile to N0 ed

more . 1,'.'hen he pet it ioned f or a os t of f i ce the n.3Jlles Need

vi lle and Ne edr:.ore were SU;'! est cd . Post ·.i l authorit i es e. c

c0p ed -eedvi ll e . It was not unt i l 1917 that t he r a ilroad 

came t hrough the pl a ce . 

Needvil le h~s a good school, f o ur chur ches , a bank , a 

drug s t ore , t we l ve g neral s t ores , f ~ur garages , bnd six 

fi ll i ng st at ions . ·There ~r e four gins and an el ectr ic l i ght 

plunt . 

For a pl a ce its s i ze , Needvi l l e htl s except i onal coUL .. un

i t s pi r i t . There i s ~n ::1 ctive Pare nt - Tea chers As soci ation 

20 Interview, C •• howard , Kendleton , exas, ~arc 7 , 
1 941. 
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a nd a l oc e l or~anization of t he Farm Eur eau Asso c i ~t ~o n. 21 

Orchar d . l•:orth of Rosenberg , t h e:: l i tt le co•:J.:Jmn i t y o f r,rch'1rd , 

fir s t Ctl l l ed Fr u itl un ti , was bu i lt on l un c s o ~nEd by S . K. Cr oss 

of Ga l ve stcn who b ad tl r allch cc v t r i n~ a l ~r ge por ti on of t he 

Ca il Bo rct en and Sc1r tih Kennedy l c .:.bu c: 3 . Ee s old tra cts f or 

s et t l ement in t he 1 ~ t b l C.30' s t o u c n !' r oTI! l.~i s Eour i. 

The J ant a Fe - a ilr o ti.d h ud boon bui l t :10:'!1eti :1e be f o re o nd 

t he t o•,7ns i te l n i d ..)Ut . J o.Lue uf t he e ~rl y .J e t tl e r s ·-ere Dr. 

Ed Che n e~.,,e t h , Fr ank Cbe n cweth , H. IT . ~ l or , Mrs . a:a l ind1J . .yl or, 

:r. end Urs . J. L. i'ie l l, T • • , . Oyle r , ; . J • . ,al ger, .3 1.!r . Z.ogg , 

end ~ ~r s . Young , and a Gcoah amily . 

In 1 894 , a gr 0up of t wenty- s even e migra nt s Ctillle from Chio 

t o Or cha rd . -~nong them ·:.er e J . E . Gre e;:1wal cs , Pet er He t zel , 

Yr. end .r rs . '.-.'a.l ter s e n d f P. mily , !.fr . -~nd Mr s . Bl ume and f ami 

ly , tu- . a nd Mr s . a l r-ntine a nd b e.by • 

. bou t 1,;; 04 Cze c h :::nd Poli sh i rr..":l i g r e.nts se t t l ed on f a r ms 

an d r tl i s ed cot ~u n , corn , hBy , und poul t ry . 

he f i rs t pos t ro• .st e r w,• s Lo..; t or E.d . ~he::ne.-:e th , t nd t he 

o f le e Wb S l oca t ed in hi ~ r~ ai · ence , nb ich i a s t i ~l 9t find 1ng. 

The tr ·· ins d i d n ot s to p u.nle s -~ they •:. ert: .C l 1:1.~ge d. or h t1 d a 

p 8S!3E:.Ll~e r f or Crc h ;rd , 1d t h e re ,:..,. s n o 1.1 il cr ane . Dr , Ghene-

wet h just r oll ed the ail pouc h t i g t y and t os ~ed it into 

t ~e ~pen door of th~ m- i l co ach J S t he train p9a sed the s t at ion . 

21 Lat tar , ~h~s . T . Zi ch , J~n · 20 , 1c~1 . 
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The first school building was erected in 1894 whe:re 

the presEnt hundred thous 2nd doll ar building st~nds . ~r . 

Aylor furnished the mat t:: ri :::: ls and i t wti.s e rected with the 

help of volunt eer worker s . This building was used until 

1911, when i t WtlS repl a ced by a t wo-ro om building whi ch 

was rep l aced by a l ar ger building in 1 g24. In 1940 the 

present building was comp leted . It i s conceded to be the 

mos t modern und best e quipped s chool i n the county . 

The fir st te E.1 cher was L!i ss J osie Goo ch, whos e f illilily 

wes Hmong the ear ly settlers . 3he u1oved to East B6rnard und 

Mi s!'! Bess ie Hehn fro:.ri Alvin took her place . i'lill Grti y v1ho 

now li vt:s in Hous t on was the t hird teacher in t he coru::iuni ty . 

The s choolhousb w~ s used as a pl a co of worship ~ntil 

1935 when a Baptist Church w& s erected . Before the erect 

ti on of the c hur ch, ther e Vlere a number of wedd ings us \.ie ll 

as funer el s held in the school hous e . 

The f ir s t cotton g i n was built by .~lor and Oyler tibout 

189 5 . The present gin i s loc tlted on the s ~ e s pot ~nd is 

operuted b S e Cooper tl tive Gin . 

In 1926 the Gul f Oil Comp ~ny drilled tlnd d i s cover ed oi l 

on the J ohn M. ~core r ~nch j ust east of Orchard . C. J • Can

fiel d was the field for Ehlun and driller i n char ge . In 1938 

sulphur production we. s begun by the Duval Tex £. s Sulphur Com

pbny on the s ame r anch. 22 

22 I nterview, 1~r s . l '.ary Sager, 3epteiaber 1 3 , 1 38 , and 3am 
i~lor , Or chard, Textis, J une 6 , 1941. 
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St afford . This community, f i rst known as 3t afford Point, 

wa s n ~rued f or iJill i lilll ?,I • .Jtafford , ~ l a r f:b l and m·.ne;r . I t 

was one of t he county ' s first settlements. Indi ~ns came 

there to se 1 buffalo, be ar and deer skins , bl ankets , and 

be ad work . It was there, too, th 1:1 t people came fror.1 ttl l 

tl r0und to celebrate holid eys . July fourth meant to the peo

ple of J t ufford a big b~rbe cue and a ball at ni ght . 

In ~.3 58, tho s et t lewent was t he te r ~u i nus for the Buff alo , 

Br azos , und Colorado Railroad end a post offic e was est 1:1 blished 

in 18 60 . G3 

Ric hmond . This town was established by the firw Handy and 

Lusk on the l and gr anted to Mr s . J l.!. ne Long and be curue the 

co unt y seat of Fbrt Bend County . It is located on the west 

bank of the Brazos River, thirty miles fro m Hous ton. 

The first enter prise was a generti l s tore owned by Handy 

end Lusk . Cl ement C. Dyer was licensed to keep a public inn 

und re t ail wines and li quors for one ye a r from July 22 , 1 8 39 . 

This was proba bly itiohrnond' s first hotel. 24 

In 1840 Riclmond was described by Edwar d 3tiff i n The 

Texas l:migr ant . Ee vrrote : 

••• The s ite is hendsome but t he traffic is incon
siderable. There i s , however, ti prospe ct of im
p rovefuent , ~nd the inb ubitants merit success; 

23 News item, "Sta1'ford", The Hous ton Press, vol. ~·:XXII , 
(April 21 , 1930) , P • S:-

24 License ;teoord , Book A, p . 1, Fort Bend County . 
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fortunat e in matrimonial eng~geillents so far tiS 

•1 eulth i £.1 g00 .:. fortune ... 25 
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Tod Gy Ric hmond h&s a popul ati on of 1500 pe;ople. It is 

served by the Southern Pacif ic und 36..Ilt a Fe Rai lroads end 

the Greyhound Bu:;i line . There ar e t wo b~nks , !:. weekly ne ws 

paper, t wo hotel s, t .- o g ins , an :J il rr.111 'ind a bottling •rmrks , 

b6sides fifty other bus i ness enterprises. 

The town support s a ~ethodist, a Bapti s t, e.11 Epi scopal, 

6nd a Catholic Church. 

Unti l recently, the chi ef intere s ts of the t own ha ve 

centered cbout r enching and pl antati on farming . There is a 

growing inte r est ih lives t ock i mprovemtnt , da irying , truck 

crop s nnd the development of i mproved pe can orchards . The 

rapid development of oil fields i n the county has contr i bute d 

t o the town 's prosperity. 

Ri chmond people never let R visitor forgE t that i t fig

ured pr onintntly in early history and i s the final resting 

pl~ce of ut l~&st thr e ~ il l us trious char a cters who cont r i b

u.ted much to the building of Tex~s . The s e a re llrs . lone , the 

"?-I.other of Texas"; J/ . B. Lai:ic.r, the ''.FRthe r of Educ , t i on"; and 

' Ea a :r' SIGi th , the "Scout of ·]an J a cinto." 

Lrs . Carry Nation , the womRn whu sroushed t hes e.loon in 

the literal sens e of the word and ~repar e d the way f or the 

e i ght eenth ;.mend.Lieut , lived in l ichmond fro!Il 1 891 to 1 ·384. 

25 Edmund Stif f , The Texas Emi~rant, pp . 64- 65. 
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She was e ngaged in the hotel business . 

Rosenbe rg. Th i s town was pl at t ed in 1883 by Georg~ 3ealy, 

president of the .Santa Fe Rai lroad . He named it for Henry 

Rosenber g , a Swis s J ew, bunker, a nd phi l anthropist of Galves

ton . The first enterpri s e was a gener al s t ore owned by D. 

K. Brown. It was in t hi s buil ding that the first post off ice 

wa s establ ished and the f irst telephone was i nst al led . 1.:r . 

e.nd .. :rs. John Ebell built the first hot e l in 1883 . n. bo ard 

we.lk led from the st tl tion to the ho t el a nd many are t he t ales 

told about the citi zem; who a re s aid to have f a l l en off the 

walk into the deep mud while " in their cups . " Mrs . Ebel who 

i s no-11 U~s . J .• Car ter i s the old est r e sident of Rosenberg . 

The first s choo l building wu s ere cted in 1 293 . SeYer ~l citi 

zens , among whon H. T . !1ulc ahy was prominent, donc1ted money 

vi i t h whic h to build . It was l:l one room fr ame build ing and 

the teacher wa s i~is s :".nna St aple ton who t aught tE.:n grad6s . 

The f i rs t yee r the enrollment was only f ourte €n pup ils . 

In 1895 Rosenberg h nd a newspaper which was cal led lli 
Silver X- Ray, whose Emitor was George B. Long . Thi s p aper is 

now The Etosenbcrg Hera l d . 

The r ap id growth of the town st urt ed with the develop-

ment of the rich r ~ilroud a nd sc h0ol l &nds on the prair i e . 

This 11,ovelf,ent , bt:gi nn i ng about 1 05 , reached it s h i ght:s t pe ek 

about 1912 . Having grown with the prairie f urr.. se cti on. of the 

county, Rosenb~r g i s th~ trading cente r f or t his pr os~ r ous ur a • 

. l ~r g~ trade a l so comes from the fertile Br azos botto pl ~nta-
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tion region wh ich lies acros s the river f rom town . Within 

r e cent year s the oil development of the Bi g Creek Field a nd 

the sulphur development of the Orchard Fi e l d h c1.ve contributed 

i n an i mport ant wey to the prospe rity and pr ospects of the 

community. 

In 1930, a building cont aining t he City Hall, fire s t a 

tion and j ail was e rected . At tha t time the city officers 

wer e George Huntington, Mayorj ?.L E. Parrott, ;'later Commis

s ioner; Tom Tal asek, Sr ., Stree t Commis J i on er; VI . F. Fink , 

City Secret ary; T. N. Thornton , ~ity Marshall. 

Ac cordi ng to the 1940 census, a popul ation of 3,457 peo

pl e are s erved by t he Eou ston Li ghting and Power Company, 

The unit ed Gas Corporation, and the Southwester n Be l l Te le 

phone Company. There ar e three gins, t v10 banks, t wo weekl y 

newsp ape rs, four hotels, six apartment hous es, a poult r y 

and produc e house, and a hatc hery, besides some sixty other 

busines s house s . Ros enber g had t wo school s , t vio gyr:ms siums , 

a Lit t le The a +-,t" r, ,:me hos pi t c1.l, and t wo clinics . There are 

t en churches. The only Fede r a l Building in the county i s 

the Rosenber g Pos t Office . 

Rosenberg i s very proud of it s p3rk whi ch i s f u lly e 

qui pped for the entert a i nment of young a nd o l d . It i s open 

day and ni ght wit h a custodi 1:1n in at t endance a t a l l ti rues . 26 

26 Int erview, 1: . E. Parrot t , Rosenberg , Texas, Apr i l 3 , 1942 . 
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Sugc..r ~ • '.i'his 1 1 ttle city st un~s a s ti. rc.on\.i.llit:::nt to th€: 

i ndust ry of the N€:w J outl1. •::: i tU ti t. 1.-d. 01.;. t, h ,:; 'out hcr· n .Fa.cif ic 

~nd th~ i. issouri P~cific l i n~s , twont y - thrt~ mi le s west of 

Houston , pra ctical ly t he e n t ire popul &tiou obtuiils its live

l i hood through the ectiv i ties of the 3ug~rl tilld lndustritS und 

the l rriper i e. l 3ugar Company . 

The land on v.-hich :3u.g e.r Land is loca ted i-l ci.S oliginull y 

grEtnted to Semue l l.1 . ::il i lilllS by the 1i1:ex i c tin Govcrlliilen t in 

1828 . Nearby are the r u ins of the be autiful old Ni bbs Pl a ce . 

I t was ut this h i s t ori c old mansi0n tha t 3tlili Houston used to 

stop ov6rnight &s he tr ~ve l d fr o;1i Hou s t on to 3an Ant or:. io , 

and l egend bas i t that it was her6 that he obt a ined the beau

tiful whi t e horse th • t wa 3 shot fro m b€:nsat h h i m i ~ the Batt le 

cf Sa.a J a cinto . 

Pr ior to 1914 there was sc arcely the sembl a n ce of a t own , 

out tod 1-:1y t her C !:ill be seen row ,., n r ow of well constrt.ct ed 

dwel j ings , pr vided with evE-ry c onvenie n ce, . .<ll i L.d.uatritll 

a nd ~er cant i l e bu i l~ i n gs &r ~ pruttct6d wi th~ lOOj sprinkler 

systelll , whic h hs.s c on.ne e ed v:ith it t •iE:nt y - t \·1 0 hy rants and 

3 100 , 000 g~llon elev, ted t&nk . 

Twin s~wi - circle bui l d i ngs of sep~rHte r o J~ s loc a ted 

on t he banks of Oystt.r Cre E>k , g iv€ E.i.n ide e. l at Jiio sph~r€ f or 

t h£ e-veo r - gruwing schc 1 enrollnent . 3ugar and is one of t hree 

schoc·l s l n tn.e nitad St a es th:..t h .::.s the sE.pa= a t c ro .:i1u 9 l an 

for (: a. ch g:c~de or cL.:1. s s . Pue bl o , Co lo 'a 0 ciD.d 3u.n !J i t:~o , Ctil i • 

forni s. , ~re the other t wo s c ho ") l .3 . The Sugar l...nnd School i s 
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t he only one i n the county that 13 a m0 b~r or the 3out horn 

A.1 soc i ation of J chool s . 

8ug3r Land support3 three chur ch s : the ethodi s~ , the 

Pre s byterian and the Cutholic . 

Th~ civi c ~nd so c i~l activitie3 ure roprosented by a 

M sonic Lod~e , a Li on' 3 Club , the Gurd -·n Club , th~ Purent

Te ~cher Assoc L ."':. ion , the Boy :3c0ut~1 , c.uu t he Ch.':llllber of Com

merce . 27 

Ne:i.r J u6ar Land i3 the Cent r a l -1 ri scn ar r:i , ruode l unit 

of t he J t nte prisons stem . l ~r ge me ut packing plant, pick-

line; vet s , cann ing plant, 11:rnndry , new cell block and till t he 

e qui r~ent nec ea s&r for · n i ndependent prison were ere cted on 

the pr is on l&nds in 1930 . The s € l ands are us ed to gro½ e -

nough meut and vegettlbl cs t o s upp the oth€r pri en arms !illd 

s end ~ surplus to other st ~te i nsti t ut ions . 

~ort EE:nd County i s u str:.nge r:.i xture ot trtiditi ons. 

The r e i s 3till f~int Evidence of the old pl~nt ati0n t r ad i

ti ar: ~nd the ol d t me J_iegro ; ,:,be E. i J ::: t ill a s c-::.11 r·e;tn :rnt 

do:-r.; r r: ::l ::i xe d ~· ith t tos_ arlic:r i nfluences , i s tne new 

e) ement , brought by the ''fore i 6n " n t i un~l i tiea thdt h ve come 

tc mckc their cl uim t o t hi s land • .All have contribut e d some

t hing of their ovm culture . 

2 7 Intervi ew , 1·7rs. F . C. Br~c€,.'ell , 3u.g- La111... , Texas . March 
5, 1942 . 
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Fort Bend Co~nty today pr e s ents a s cene of prosperous 

home s, good schools, subs t anti a l public build ings , &nd 

excellent hi ghways. These evidences of progress bre in 

l e r ge measure derived from or supported by sources of 

wealth of which the pioneer nev~r dre 81Iled--oil and sulphur. 



CHAPI'ER II 

EARLY HIST ORY 

Pre -Coloni a l Period. As all things h ave a begi nning , so it 

was with the county of Fort Bend . Many centuries p assed 

after the coming of the Red Man bef ore white settlers ar

rived in sufficient numbers to organize a government in t his 

territory. The first whi t e men f ound t h at Karankawa Indians 

had f or a long t ime made their home in the Texas coastal coun

try in which Fort Bend Count y lies . These nomadic and semi 

aquatic Ind i ans were t a l l and powerful , the height of the 

adults averag ing more than s i x feet. 

Fray Ant onio Solis , a Spanish mi ssionary , c ame in con

t act with tribes of the Karankawa Indi ans while he was on 

an exploring expediti on a long the Texas Coast i n 1?6?. He 

recorded in hi s di ary a report of these Indians and their 

barbaric cus t oms as he saw them. i ..n excerpt from his a ccount 

s ays: 

They ( the Karankavms ) drive a st ake in the 
ground . Then they k i ndle a huge f ire and bind 
to the stake the victim v,hom they ar e go i ng to 
make dance or whom they are going to sacrifice . 
Al l of them gather together and as soon as the 
di s cordant notes of the cayman ar e hear d , they 
be gin to dance and j UlThp about the fi r e --Dancing 
and leap ing and with s har p knives in their hands , 
they dr aw near to the victim, or cut off a pi ece 
of h i s f l esh , come to the f i re and half roast it, 
and v,ithin sight of the victim himself , devour 
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it ravenously ... 1 

Early Texas pioneers accused the Karankawas of great 

savagery and even Ctliln ibalism whi ch appears to be corro bo 

r ated by the st at ement of Soli s . Another a ccount of their 

barbarism has been l eft by Noah Smithwick, a blacksmith , who 
2 

escaped from them. 

Atkinson tell s us that by the early nineteenth century 

the Karank awas hated the white me n because of the treatment 

received by the Indi ans a t t he hands of Jean Lafi tte and Mrs. 

J ane Long . Laf i tte stole the Indian women , while Mrs . Long 

turne d cannon upon them f rom her camp at Bolivor Point . 3 

The First Co l ony . The hostile Indi ans and the invasions of 

fili bust ers such as Long had greatly retarded successful 

colonization . In 1820, Moses rlUSti n , a citizen of Missouri, 

resolved to at t empt to found a colony in Texas . He went to 

San Antonio to make appl ication t o the Spanish authorities 

for a l and gr ant . Hi s request was gr anted , but upon hi s re

turn home, he be came ill and died . Vib.en his s on , Stephen F . 

Aus tin, learned that it was his father's de s ire tha t he car r y 

out the colonizati on project, he left New Orleans and went to 

San .Antonio to claim the ri ght to his father's grant. Ac

companying Austin on t his trip i n June , 1821, were s everal men, 

1 Chris Emmet, quoting Fr ay Anton io Solis in Texas~ it Jaa 
Then , p . 2 . 

2 Noah Smith riok , The Evolution of~ St ate, p . 38. 

3 Mar y J ordan Atkins on , The Tex bs Indi ans , p . 191 . 
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among whom were Edward Lovelace, William Lit t le and James 

Beard who were l ater t o be pro minent in the development of 

the Fort Bend Settlement. After l eaving San Antonio , Austin 

and hi s friends inspe cted the country and he selected the 

rich lands of the lov, er Colorado and Brazos River s for his 

colony. They retu1·ned to New Orleans and prepar ed to send 

colonists to Texas. 4 

On November 22, 1 8 21 , a group of emi gr ants entered into 

an agre ement with Austin whereby ea ch colonist was to receive 

free a s ection of l and providing tha t he pl a ce himself under 

the direction of Austin. The emi gr ants were expected to 

sail on the Lively and after l anding t hey were to erect nec

ess ary buildings , to cultivate corn and to gather the crop 

into a common storehouse . 5 

On Novembe r 20 , 1821 , the Lively s a iled from New Orleans 

with approxi mately t wenty colonist s and all of the provisions 

for the colony. Due to a s tormy sea the s chooner was unable 

to make port at the mouth of the river. 6 It was on December 

23 , 1821 , tha t the ve s sel l anded its pass engers and a porti on 

of the provisions for the colony on the West end of Galveston 

Bay . 

4 J. H. Brown , History of Texas, pp . 8 6- 93. 

5 E . C. Barker (ed.), "Agreement with Emi grant s'' , The Austin 
Papers, vol . I , pp . 432- 4 33 . 

6 Ibid,, vol I, p . 526. 
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Among the members of t his vangua rd unloaded on the Gull 

Coast v:ere ',Vi l l i am Lit t le , Jame s Be ard, a man named 'rhornpson, 

who was a car penter, and Willi am S . Lewis. Lewis re l ated at 

a l ate r date that t he r e were ot her s besid es t hos e listed whose 

name s he could not rec all . 7 

These men formed the nucleus for the beginning of that 

se ct ion l ater to be come known a s Fort Bend County . They were 

left s t r and ed with only a small part of the original c ar go 

cons i s ting of vari ous t ypes of far m i mp l ements , amp le quanti

ties of fo od , and the ne cessary s eed for cr ops as v.as car ried 
8 

by t he Lively . 

After several days of exploring the west end of Galves

ton Bay, the gr oup :(.oved up to the mout h of the Brazos Hi ver 

on J anuury 2 , 1822. 9 Here the s e men were divided into two 

groups, one of whi o h remained with the supplies at the coast , 

and the other headed by r/i lliam Little, st arted up the Bra zos 

for the purpos e of communicating with the group of i ILlll i gr ants 

travel ing overl and from New Orle:m.s . Tt ey a lso Vlished to noti 

fy Aus tin of their ar ri val in Texas. After s ix days the men 

r eturned t o the c amp at t he mouth of the Br azos . 1 0 

7 ·. i ll i a.m S . Lewis, "Ad ventures of the Lively I mmi gr ants" , 
Quarterly of the Texas St ate Hi s t oric al ruJso cia t ion, 
vol . II I , July , 1899 , p . 14. 

8 Ibid. , pp . 14- 84 . 

9 Ibid ., p . 76 . 

1 0 Ibid ., p . 82 . 
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Little and his men, aft er making the exploratory trip 

up the Brazos , were not only unable to find us tin, but wer t 

also unable to locate the s et t lers v;ho we re supposed to be 

in Texas . They r eali zed that they wer e s t r anded in a terri

tory inha. bi t ed by Indi ans . That they \·ere w1 thout ade quat e 

provis ions was an even !":'tore s erious circumstance . They de

cided , howe ver, t o make the best of the s ituat ion . They would 

as cend the river, build a s tockade, and clear the l and as 

they pr omised in their contract with Austi n . 11 

While trying to l ocat e Aus t in and his gr oup , Littl e and 

the men a cc ompanying him had s een a locati on on the Br azos 

River whi ch they cons i dered s uitable fo r s ettlement. Rec a l l 

ing t his f act, the men construct ed r af t s , load ed t heir s up 

plies, and moved up t he river in ord er to e s t a bli s h thems elves 

at t h i s favo r able site. 1 2 

Aft er s everal days of tra vel on the river , the group came 

to t he s i t e f or whic h t hey were s eeki ng , a ple&s i ng l oc tttion 

on the west bank of t he Brazos River . The des cr i pt ion of the 

site s e l e cte d by t hes e men i s a r ather a ccurate picture of 

the loc at ion of the pre s ent t m:n of Richmond , the county se at 

of Fort Bend County. 

Concerning t hi s e ar l y settleEent of Fort Bend County , 

Homer S. Thrall s ays: 

Willi am l it t le who accompanied Austin on his 
first trip to Texas , sele cted the site of the 

11 Ibid . , p . 83 . 

12 Ibid ., p . 87 . 
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town of Richmond . In 1822 , four young men built 
a block house t here in the bend of t he river. 
Will i am Morton sett l ed on t he east s ide of t he 
river. During the s ame and following ye ar, Ran
dal l and Henry Jone s, Nill i am St yles , Jes s e Thomp 
son , Churchill Fulshe ~r , Thomas Barnet , c. c. Dyer, 
Elij ah Roark, Thomas H. and Pas cha l Borden , c. c. 
Vli lli am, h!' Chi ba l d e.nd Robert Hodge, and Jame s Fris 
bee set t led in the count y . Rando lph Foster ob
t a ined a l eague of l and for supplying me at, as a 
hunter , t o Aust i n nd h i s party . Pro bably a l ar ger 
no . (sic.) of the survivors of nUstin's first 300 
colonists live in Fort Bend than i n any other county 
in the St ate . 1 3 

There seems to be some do ubt , however , about the circum

st ance s of the erection of the "Fort " , a s ind i ca ted by at 

leaat one early set t ler. Nhen Dr . George Feris was an old 

man , he ½Tote the fol lowing recollecti ons of old Fort Bend, 

a s follows : 

"ihat About the Old Fort? 

By whom constructed and agains t whom intended . 

The writer never me t a person who could even remem
ber a trad iti on cf its bui lders , or at what time it 
was built. 

1Ul is involved in obs curity and left to conjecture. 

The first ment ion about it is by General Pike in 
1804 whe n it was in ruins --and the next by an old 
Cushatt a chief who s a id: 

"It was built by pale faces long time ago , who had 
bi g gun" . Continui ng , Feris relat es , "Hi stor y says that 
La Salle , u Frenchman , t ook pos session of t he whole 
county from the lHss i ssipp i v:es t vmrd s.s e arly as 1685 
but, per contr a , Spanish h i s tori ans af f irm that De Sot o , 
as for back a s 1 544, took possession of all the country 
lying west of t he "Father of Waters" in t he n ame of 
hi s Catholic ~~j esty the King of Spain ••• in 1 6 37 . 

13 Homer S . Thra l l , A Pictor i a l History of Tex&s, p . 660. 
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I t (the Fort) v.ras nearly level wit h the gr ound 
ar ound , but a clos e insp ect i on di s closed t he f act 
t hat it we.s merely a rect i liue ar earth work .·;i t h 
one entrs.nc e looking to the west and an embra
zure present ing e as t war d doubt l e s s to en ~bl e the 
Indi ans "big gun" to coDlfiland the river f ord , which 
it ove:rlookEd . 

'rhe i nf erence dr av.rn fr om t his i s t liut. i t was in
tended to repe l aggres s ion from the Eas t . I t wa s 
situated on t he west bunk of t he r1 Vel, c1nd is at 
present inclosed in the garden of the Bl akely 
p l ace. 

The first settlers s e id that t here was a pl a in 
t r ail fr om the opposite side leading through the 
for es ts &nd cane bre ~ks Qild emergi ng thence into 
the Hunt er pl a ce , thence east to San Augustine. 
So ntuch for the pre- 11ia,t oric period of our coun
try all of which se ems ~o f a vor the presumption 
of Spanish occup ncy anteduting the advent of all 
others of the white r ace . 14 

Early in October, 1823, the wor k of allotting land to 

the settlers was begun. nUs tin emp loyed Horation Cr..ries

rnan a s surveyor. Nev: set t l ers begv.n arriving , and by July, 

1824 , the issuance arr titles wns begun by Baron de Bastrop. 

Thirty- nine titles we r e obta ined by s et t lers living i n the 

vi cinity of the Fort sett lement, t hat were l ater included in 

Fort Bend County. Most of thes e titles \7e r e for l and along 

the Br azos River . 

li s t of the members of the "Old Three Hundred" who 

were i ssued l and titles in Fort Bend Count y is given i n 

. ppendix A. 

14 Feris, George, "Wlrn.t About the Ol d Fort'? " , South TeXtl.R, 
Nove3ber 12 , 18 1 , printed in the T x a s Coaster , vol. 
XLI, (June 15, l g36) p . 3 . 
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Indi an Relations . From the beginning of colonization of 

t he region end the set t lement &t the Fort, the coloni sts 

had be0n d i s turbed by the Ind i ans . They hu d l itt l e 

patience with t he "Cr aunks , " a s the Kar unkawu Indians 

were Ctill ed , and hunted t hem down at any provocation. The 

Tonkawa Ind i ans , a p€acefu l tribe living in ctntral Texa s , 

remained ffiore fr i endly to the white people than d i d any 

other tribe. However, they l iked to steal f r om the colon i sts 

and oft en came or ventured nt ar the Fort Set t lement. One 

incid~nt is tole whi ch occurr ed in t he l a te sUllilller of 1823 

when sowe of t he Tonkaw~ Indi ens ventured ~s f ar north as 

New YeHr's Creek , s t ole S;J C'le hor se s o.nd re t urned t o an en

campment on Bi g Cr eek ne ar the Fort 3e t tle~ent. ne quested 

by the Kuykendc.. l l s , who h :•.1 d f ollowe d t he Ind i ans , Aus tin 

gathe r ed soru e volunt eers , who v:ere j c i ncd by others fi t the 

Fort J ettleruent and went in se tirch of the t hieves . They were 

f ound on Bi g Creek whereupon Chief Cari ta off ered t o return 

t he horses e.nd to punish t he offc,nders . Five IndL.ills wer e 

select ed to be given f ifty lashes , t went y- f ive by Cari t u and 

t ,Nenty- fi ve by . .:.us tin, after which each culprit should have 

his head shaved. Carita ' s l a shes only produced i mitation cries 

of pai n , but the l ashes as given by "'"bner Kuykend ull , ucting 

for .... ustin, :.i.ffl icted r£al pa i n and t he Indi ::ns ye lled pr oru

ises never ag~i n to :~,ol e3t t he settlers ' horses or cat t le •15 

15 J . H. Kuykendall , "Reminis cenc e s of Early Ttxbs" , 
~u~rt er ly of t hE Texa s 3t tite Hi s t or ic ~l ~ssoci ation , 
vol. VII , (J uly , 1899), pp . 31- 32 . 



The st olen hor ses were returned t o the fort a c cord i ng to 

the promises ma de by Garito. 

In 1824 , the Karanlrnwa Indiuns a t tacked some of t he 

coloni s ts, ·md ~ company was organi zed by Capt ain Randall 

Jones t o !'larch against them . At le c:1.st one white man , ,'ii l 

liam S . Spm1cer , was killea. in the ba t t le that €:nsued •1 6 

As a rule the p eople of Fart Bbnd County had les s 

molestation from Indi ans than t hose elsewhere in the 

coloni es . However, during the entire Coloni a l Period the 

men of Fort Bend County were in the militia or r ange r 

service and were often call ed t o pursue and puni sh Ind i ans 

on t he Color s do, the Lavaca and f ~rther north and west. 17 

Severel +oc nti ons of Ind i an camps in the count y ure 

known . Some existed ulong Bi g Creek , one of wh i ch we.s on 

the s outh bank just north of th& Brown community r oad . There 

ws s u C 9.lllp on Cl ear Creek , by the Duke s t a ti on on the Sant a 

Fe . i',nile the system.a. t ic bl asting wes under wuy in the sUIIlr:.le r 

of 19 25 , in cor~ect ior with the se ur ch for salt dom&s , a 

cher ge s et in a mound - like i s l and in Uoore's Lake i s report ed 

to heve uncovered shells , crud 8 pot tery an urrow he &ds . 18 

The 11exi c im Invasion . Rel ative pe a ce , industry e.nd progress 

prevailed in t he Fort Set tle:..1ent for a period . But by 1835 , 

16 A. J . Sowell, Eis t or y of Fort Bend Count y , p . ?8 . 

l ? Cl arence R. Wharton , ! Hi s t or y £t ~ Bend County, pp . 29 - 30. 

18 S . A. hlcL:i ll ,m, The ~ Q.f. I.2.U_ Bend Count y , Texa s, pp.53- 5 5 . 
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the unsett l ed conditi ons in Uexico begttn t o be reflect ed 

above the Rio Gr Bnd e . 

I n the f ourteen ye arR t hn t h ~d e l apsed from t he st ur t 

ing of the ~~eric '.;n oe t t le!'.1ez:ts i n 1821 to the begim,ing 

of troubl e ~·•it h J.~exi co t he colon i es g:-e~·! rapidly . From al l 

the olde:r st (.l. t es ~e t t lers flock ed t o Texas , "The land of 

Oppor tunity ." It is e stim~ted that i n fiv e years fr om 18~1 

to 18 36 the popul gti on increased fr om ebout 20 , 000 t o over 

50 , 00o.
19 3ant s. Anna , the dictator of Mexico, was shrewd 

enough t o sec t he t unless drastic step s were t ak en to drive 

out t he ,@eri cans , Texas would be a l o s t province. His a cts 

s how that his purpose was to ge t peopl e to revolt and then 

by the f orce of ove~·rhel ming number s t o ext er mine.te their 

ar med forc es, burn t he ir homes , and driv~ t he settlers from 
20 t he country . 

During t he f al l and ~inter of 18Z4- 1835, Sant a Anna 

conquered the Mexi can stut es s outh of the Ri o Grande and be 

gan the des tructi on of Coahuila- Texas . To br i ng t his ab uut , 

Vi es cu , t he governor of Coahuila - Texas , was d e. posed i n June, 

1835. This event alur med t he For t Bend citi zens and ot htr 

colonists who were undecided e.s to the c ourse of acti on that 

should be followe d in the abse nce of .... ustin, who w~s ut tha t 

time in He:d co City. 

19 E. oakum, Histor·y of Te xas, vol. 1, pp . 2 74, 327 . 

20 Ibi d ., pp. 351-353. 
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It was not until the return of 3tephen Austin in Sep-

tember, 1835 , that uncertainty was quieted . lie told his peo

ole that a consult ati on wa s necessary t o uni t e t he colony 

and to decide upon the ecti0n to t e f ollowed . 21 • Ctill for 

tbe ele ct i on of delegat es to a conventi on to be he ld at San 

Felipe on October 16 , was is sued by a commit t e ~ on corr os -

pondence . ne of the polls i n the Fort vicinity wo.s St affor d 's 

Po int • • ~ a result of t he election , s everal Fort Bend peo 

ple we re elected a s de l egat~s . They were Thomas Barn~tt , 

22 ,'/yly llartin, Rend all Jones , c.illd c. C. Dyer . 

~hen the s ett lers of Fort Bend learned that Ge ner ~l Mar

tin Perfe cto de Cos had t uken .Se.n .illtonio, ne urly e very an 

?Jld boy who owned c! gun l eft hooe t o join the army whi ch wc- s 

to att a ck Cos at San :,ntonio . ,/omen and children were left 
23 to ga ther the crops . 

Among the Fort Bend men a ctively engage d in the c~rapa i gn 

of 1835 were Thoma s H. Borden , E. H. Dor ct, Levy Scott , T. J . 

Smith , J . R. and :9aniel 3hi pman and liir tUL M. Thompson. 24 

21 Eugene c. Btirker, The Life of Stephen F . us tin , pp . 
479 - 4 8 0 . - -- -

22 Te l egr~ph nnd Texas Regi s ter, vol . I , (October 10, 1835 ), 
p . 2 , ·:n11 i nm c. Binkley (ed.) , The ff i ci t!.l Co res 
pondence of the Texas Rgvolut i on-;-T8v5 - 1836 , vol I , p . 39 . 

23 i:rs . Dilue Har r is, "The Remi niscences of Urs . Dilue 
E~::-ri s , " fu urterly of the Texas Hi s t oric a l . .. ssoci ation , 
vol . IV , J uly , 1899) , p . 160 . 

24 D. ·,•: . C. Baker, _ Tex u. s 3crap Book, pp . 585- 632 . 
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The General Council, which had been l eft in charge of 

t he a d.rninistr :1ti on of Texas affai rs by ~:.us tin on December 

10 , 1835 , ~ppointed Rend all Jones ~s ~n ass i s tant to Col . 

Fann in in collectinc supplies for the volunteer arilly • . U.l 

don.s ti ons v,e r ,, t o be e i ven Jones at the settlement . 25 Dur

in~ the t hird conven t on he l d ~t San Fel pe , the Consulta-

t on of !Jovenber 1-14 , 18 .3 5 , the colonists h'3. d agr-e ed to e s 

ta"'Jli3;:i a _?rov i 31 ::>:rn.l form of Government of one I!.tember from 

eel ch :::rnnici ;rn.li ty. 'Vyly ert in , "Rsnd a l l Jones and Thom:1s 

B~rnett fro ~ the F rt ettle~ent s t various times serv 0 d on 

this coun cil f or the m nicip ality of San Feli9e. The se t 

tlers 5t Fort Bend pet it oned the counci l to gr ~nt a s ep a 

r 6t~ ~unici~~lity due to remoteness fro~ San Felipe , but the 
26 re ques t was refused . 

~·.rter t he return of s orr.e of the men f r om t he storming 

of San .c-nt oni o , the co)on ists felt ees i er . Then in Febru

nr y , 1836 , new E' re a che d Fort Be nd tha t Sant a :.nna ,a e m':l rch

ing ' .. i th e l er ge :ir rr.y t o ·s.r ds Szn .Ant or.io . 1/.an:· of the ruen 

~ge in left their f emi liEs to j oin the Texens under cormand 

of ~em Hou s t on . A Co~vent i on had been ca lled to meet at San 

Fel ip e on Karch 1, 1836, and on the f ollowine d ay the conv6n

t on r sser.ibl ed ut .!a s hinr, ton on the Br a zos . Thomas Ba1·nett of 

25 •;;111 i e.m C. BirL\-_ey , £2.· cit . , pp . 75- 7?. 

26 I id ., vo . . 1 , pp . 22 7-228; R. N. P . Ga::nmel, Laws of 
Texas , vo l . 1 , pp . 551, 813 . 



Fort Bend was a membEr of thi s conventi on and u sig n~r of 

the de cl arat i on. 2 7 

~'/hen news c c1mc th t1t 3ant 1:1 Afl1la h ~d · c r os--ed the Colora

do Riv€r on hi s ~as twurd march from 3an .imt on i o , the peo 

p l e l iv ing in t he For t Be nd vicin i ty jo i ned i r. t he "rt"Lma.

v;ay .S cr ape" . Ox c arts ~nd pack hors es ·\·C;r a lo ::;dea 2.nd the 

Fort Ben d f ami l i es begs.n the i r t r a vels t o·1.e.rd L:: n ch' s Ferry 

on the S e.n Jac into Ri ver . .-.f t c.r crossing the fe r ry , n,uny 

of tht f an.il i e s made t he i r ,e. t ow!:!rd t he to·.vn or Li berty . 28 

Iloust on ' s a r my , ret reating 'ul f or e t he Lex.ic ~ns, c ro s s ed 

the Brazos a bovo San Fel i pe wi th the a i J cf t he steu~boat 

"Ye llows t one ". re l ef t e.t Jan Fel i pe a smal forc e; t o ch ck 

t he pur s t:.i ng ?texic an s and sent c1 s i mil ar forc e t o gu 2.r d Thomp 

son ' s li'e rry , at the ol d f ort on the bi g benc. n ear wha t is now 

Richmond . He t he n marche d h i s ar I:1y t o "Groce ' s Re trtc c!. t " near 

t he pre:sc:nt t own of BE.rupstecJ.d where he me de camp . 

Ss.nt c ;illlla i n pur3u i t of Houston's 1::.re1y had cr osse the 

Colorado . ·,'.'h en he re s ched Sa n Fe l i pe he f ound tht: t m-.n h ad 

been burned . bandoning his p l sn to capture Hou s ton s t 

Groce' s Fer r , Santa Anna turn ed s outh t o .. u,.r d E· r isb rg . On 

t he way he drove be ck 'l 1ly Ma.rt in a t Th omp s on ' s F r ry , near 

27 ' .. i l l i L!J[. C. Bi nl:ley , 22• c i t ., pp . 465- 467. 

23 : ~s. Di ~e Harr i s , .2.2.• c it., p . 165. 



Fort Bend , end cr ossed the Brazos. From this point he 

he Rded for t he confluence of the San J acinto River and 
2~ Buf'folo Bayou . 

34 

·,'!hen Hous ton l e 0. r n d of Sant a .ill.Ila 's wovements he 

marched hi s e.r~y s outhward to a plo ce opposite Hurrisburg . 

At three o' clock the next duy. the fuexi can ar rcy thet ht:1d spre ud 

terror and dest ructi on through Fort Bend had been def~at ed . 

Many For t Bend men hud p art in the succ~ssful fi ght 

staged by t he Texans for independence. randol ph Foster aid ed 

the cause by helping to keep Ho us ton ' s &r n.y supplied wtth 

me Ht . M. B. Lamar was co111wander of a cuva lry troop. nl.llong 

others from the Fort Settlement to s erve during the cwnpH i gn 

of 1856 were . .:.ndr ew J . Be ar d , John P . Borden, Churchill· Ful 

shear, John V. Morton , Patrick B. O'Connor, Robert Neel, Levy 

P . J cot t , Thomus J . Smith , J ohn Shi pman , Jes se Thomps on, S . L. 

,'/heel er, Cyrus \'i ickson , Emory . Edmund , Patri ck , niohard and· 

John Darst. Ot hers engaged in t he c :.ompa i gn we re Cupta in ,;ylie 

t:artin, Lieutenc:.nt Randttll J ones E.tlld iilli am T . Austin, t he 

l as t one n u.med s erving as lioust on's a i d- de - cwnp. 30 

The Jan Jacinto Veterans who ere buried in For t Bend 

County are J ohn A. Bar kley, died in 184 4 ; nndrew J a ckson 

29 Henderson Yoakum , £!2.• cit ., vol. II , pp . 115 , 1 20 . 

30 D. \J . C. Baker , .!!.Texus J crapbook, p . 632 , pa.J sim; 1;, . J . 
Sowel l , .:... JJis t or'; of ~ Bend County , pp. 15, 181; 
Eomt r 3 . Thrull , A Pictori al History of Texas, p p . 550-
620 ; s . H. Di xon and l . 11 . Kemp , The heroes of 3an 
Jacinto , Dp . 102- 379 . 
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Be brd, d ied i n 1 8 66; Thoma s Be lknap , died in 1 8 40 ; Pas cha l 

Pavo l a De rden , died a t St afford ' s Po i n t in 1 8 64; Capt a in 

Ro bert James Ca l de r , d i ed .,ugust 28 , 1885; Edruund C. Dc.r s t , 

died pri o r to 18j8 ; Patri c k E. Da rst , died in 1 8 5 8 ; Uaj or 

Ro be, rt Eden Handy , d i ed i n 1838 ; Colonel Mi r a be uu Bonap urte 

lem,.J r , died in 1 8 59; ·, t1 ls on T . Li g htfoot , died in 1858; Dan 

iel Per r y , d ie Ei i n 1 8 68 ; I r us mus Srni th , di ed in 1 837; ,i i l

li arn , . Sume rs , d i ed in 1 8 56 . 31 

The r e v, e re g re t expe c t ati on s o f bo om developments in 

Fort Bend County ut the clo se of the Tex us rtevoluti on e nd 

runbitious promoters l a i d of f e. nd ad ve:rtis ed t own s ite s f a r 

an d wid e . Ro bert Eden iland y und ,lil l i run Lusk , me rchun ts 1::. t 

Brazor i a , advert i sed in t he Telegra ph fil!Q_ Tex~s Reg i s t e r at 

Columb i a tha t they he.d gone: to Richmon d in Fort Bend Co unty . 3 2 

In the ,,.ugust 1 , 183 7 , i ssu e of t h e Telegr a ph a nd Tex~s 

Re g ister a ppe a r s the f i r s t udvc; rti suaent o f the town . .. hi le 

there we re u numbe r of we ll known 10rs ons 3 i g n ed as propr ie 

tors of t h e tov:n , only Handy and Lu s k had tl.IlY interes t in 

the enterpr i se , the l und s purc h ~sed for thG town s hip be ing 

wholly in the ir names . It is s 1i d thut Lu s k wus f rom Ri c ond , 

Vi rg ini a , und h enc e go ve the to~n thut n ~me . 33 

31 L . :t. Ke:ap , "Gr ~ves of 526 Sold i e rs of .S!in J a cinto - ound 
i n Ei gh ty- Cn c Counti e s " , 3un . .nton ... o :express , vol. L ' .{ , 
( September 8 , 1935) , p . 2~ 

32 Ad vertisement, "Take No t ice" , T legra ph ~ Tex a s egis t er , 
vol. II , ( ./ .. p ril 1 1 , 1 83 7) , p . 4 . 

33 ,~d verti s e ment , "The Town of Ri c hmond" , T l e gra.ph s.nd Texas 
Reg i s t e r , vo l. II , ( Aug u s t 1, 1837) , p . 1. 
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During the se cond se :;sion of tl,t.- Congress of t he fi e 

publi c whi ch r:.c t i n Hot...s ton iL t.:ay , 1 8 3 7, a •~r . ,il'nol , 

Jilerabe r fror:i l"!'a cogdoc hes , of •'ered r,. bi ll to i nco ·porate 

Na cogdoches , whic h bi ll p rovid e d f or L boa rd of E- i g h t trus 

t ee s one"; conferrE: d €'er,er ul .u.1ur,i cip !i. l p m,1Srs u p on the r. . 

,.rr.cnd&&nts re quired every cit i~u ~ to t 6ep u bucket , hook , 

end l e dder t or use ln cGse of f iro . 34 

Other m.eubers , ... raprcs s od v, i th l'r. .-rnol ci ' s bLl l , added 

towns llnti l the 1:1 c t , •.-;hen f ina lly p a s :1 ed , a ctua l l y l i st.ea 

nineteen to\'ms , amo n g them thEJ t owu of Richmond , wh i c h was 

therefore incorpor ated before it Wb S i nhe bit6d . It wcs 

surveyed by ~ose s l ap han: , a f,b ... o of Gan Je.c into . 35 

Another ~,.ct of Incorporation was pus s t>d a t ths r.E-xt 

session of Congre s s , t ovE:mb E- r 1 8 , 1837, creat ing .ai clL...ond 

u body cor r or ute . In tha t e. c t the b c,unclurie s of Ri clluw nd 

wore fixed i n the fo 10,dnc \·,-ords : ",-ul tha t tra ct o f 

county knovm a s the city of Riohw1.md s1.rnl :1 b .s knci.n 1-.i s the 

lira i ts ~n d bou1:d a r~ c. s of s a i d city . 11 36 

Thr ee ye a rs l a t Er 1 on Dec E~ber 1 0 , 1841 , the citiztns 

of Richmond petitiorn_, d the Cong re ss to r Epce l t he .i.Cts of 

Iricor p ore tion, whi c h was doile , un d for iilo.ny y e ~rs the c i ty 

37 rema ined unincorpor &ted. 

34 H • . • N. Garrur.e l, Laws of Texus, vol . I, pp . 238- 239 . 

35 c •• ~b ~rton , Hi s tory Qf. l2r.1. Bend Count y . p . 8 6 . 

36 H. P . N. Ganrr::e l , 212.• cit. , vol. I I, p . 21. 

37 I bid . , p . 17 . 



CHA-: TER III 

LEG;J, 1:JID J UD ICIAL HI 3TORY 

As set t l ement s incre as ed in udj a cent country , the 

promoters of the city of Richmond soon f elt the need of 

an organi zed county . A. pet it ion we. s ther efore prep ar e d 

asking the Congres s then in sessi on ut Hous t on to create 

the co unty of Fort Bend . The re were one hundred e.nd twen

t y - eight s i gners . The name of Rand e.11 Jones he aded the 

list . Thirteen of the~iginal gr ante es of Mexican gr ants 

app e ar on the li s t . They were: Randall , John ond Henry 

Jones , Launc elot Smither, J oseph Kuyke nd al l , John :::md Ran

do l ph Foster, ',iyl i e Martin , Philo F5irchild , John e.nd .di l 

li am little, Thos . Barnett and itn.drew North i ngton . 

Pres ident Houston s i gned the Act incorporating the 

county Dece~ber 29 , 1837, 1 

President Houston appoi nted w✓y li e 1iartin as 6hi ef Jus

ti ce of the County of Fort Bend in December , 1 837. ~artin 

a t once iss ued an e l ecti on pr ocl amation that all qualified 

vot ers of the nEw county s hould mee t at Richmond on January 

1 3 , 1838 , for the purpose of choosing a county seat , and of 

electing the County and Di str ict Cl t rks and a Sheriff . 

1 H. P . N. Gammel, The La\·: s of Texas , vol. II , pp . 118- 119 , 
Mi nute s County Cou~Book 11. , p . 1, Fort Bend County 
Rec ords . 
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The Jud ge s of the elect i oll were Ranual J ones , Hi ram M. Thomp

s on and Daniel Perr y, whi l e Robert Dickt; r son , S . ThoIDtiS and 

R. Stiff were Clerks . The r esults were that Richmond re 

ce ived e i ghty- three vot es , Fort Bend, sixty- se ven vote s, and 

Fayettevil l e t we nty vot es. Richmond was the r ef or e decl ared 

the county se at. 

The f i rst county off icers wer e : John V. Morton , Sht.ri f f ; 

7/yl i e .~ar tin , Chief J us tice , V{ill i am H. Pool, Di s tri ct Clerk; 

Jo seph H. Barnard County Clerk and E. R. Recto~ As s e s sor and 

Co l l e ctor . 2 

John V. Morton was appoi nt ed County Clerk pro tem a nd 

as such s i gned his name to the f irs t m·.::. r r i age l i cense i s sued 

i n Fort Bend Count y on De cembe r 31, 1837. It autho r i zed the 

m.s.rr i age of ." dam Cobl e and ass Mary Metcalf. The ce r eruony 

was perf or !!led the following day by Chief Jus tice 'Nylie Martin . 3 

AdAm Co bl e came t o Fort Bend County in 183 6 . Ee wi::..s 

i ssued Donat i on Cer t ifica t e No . 1 20 for 64 0 a cres of l and f or 

partic ip ating i n t he stor ming of Bexa r i n De cember, 18 35 , 

and Bounty Certif icate No . 1430 for 320 acres of l and f or hi s 

service in the a r my in 1836 . Coble and hi s wife were li ving 

in La vaca County in 1850, 4 

2 Minutes of the County Court , Book A, p . 1, Fort Bend Co unt y 
Records . 

3 hlar r i 8ge Records , Book A, p . 21, Fort Bend County Re cords . 

4 Sam Houston Di xon and Louis IV . Kemp , Heroe s of San Jacinto , 
p . 416. 
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It i s i nter t s ting t o know that it was not until October 

4 , 1844 , that the fi rs t divor ce w~s gr 6nt ed in the count y . 

At tha t ti:ne the cour t "reli e ved ?Lrs . Martha ,u-mst:rong from 

the metrimoni a l fet te rs that cha ined her t o L. M. ,u-mstr ong . 5 

As time pa ssed othe r county off icers were n tillled . The 

f irst ones so to se rve were Commiss ioners of County Land Boecrd , 

13j9 , Danie l Perry , Pres i dent , J . F . Payne snd _uJldrew J . Bonds , 

ARso c i a tEa Commis s i on er s ; Montgome ry Galbrai th , Cl er k ; Collllllis 

sioners for Inspe cti on of Land Office , 1840 , J . n. Barn~rd , 

A. 1V . Jones :,nd J ohn V. Mort on ; County n.t t orney , Ii. I . Par ker 

son , 1847 ; County Coroner, , James Per r y , 1842 ; County Survey-

or , Nat haniel Peck , 1839 ; Cou:,t y Treasurer , Rand !:i l l Jones , 1844 . 6 

On J anuary 29 , 18~8 , .the County off i c i al s drew the f i r s t 

county court jur y . Thos e who had the honor of s er v i ng on this 

jury wen, : Ch ar l cs P . Edwar ds , Emory Darst , J . F . L. Parro t t , 

Gus t ave · • Par ker , Dan iel Shi pmen , .• ylie Powell , ili lli tllll Eu.r 

l et t , Nil l i 8lll Bridges , .n.dcllil St af f ord , 1:ichae l Young , 3amuel 

Pharr , .-..aron C. Dodd , Sarr.ue l Darc:.on , John Cla i borne Foster, 

Samue l Fl int and Edward J ohnson . 

The first term of t he county court co:r:vened on April 9 , 

18~,8 , vith ,·ylie 1~artin, Chi ef Jus tice, und C. C. Dyer wi d 

I . F . J ohns on , ~ss oci ate J us tic~s . The f i rs t Cbuse called for 

t ri al was styl ed ~osEs Lapham vs . Gustave · • Parke r . Judgment 

5 ,., inutes of t he District Court .Record , Book B, p . 112., Fort 
Bend County . 

6 El ect ion Re5 i ster, No . 255 (1836- 184 2), pp . 3 31 - 3 3 2; No . 
256 (1842- 1846), pp . 3 0 - 31; No . 257 (184 6- 1854), pp . 83-
84 , Ar chi ves , Texas St ate Li br ar y . 
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in this case was r endered for $1 26 with f i ve per cent in

t erest. No p 5rticul ars a r e given in the records . 

The first jury cas e tri ed by t his court w~s th1:: t of 

:1obt rt H. Kuykendal vs . J oseph H. ·,!cods. The jury in thut 

cas e cons i ated of Gust ave • Park~r, Emor y H. Darst, Samue l 

H. Ph~rr , Samuel Damon , Edward J ohnson , Ch r les O. Edwar d s , 

a...ndrew Bonds , Ere:n C. Dodd , George ·,v . Long , ~:ill i s.m Bridge s , 

i/ylie Powe l l a nd J ohn Goodman. They returned a verdict f or 

the pl a intiff for $155 with five p er cent interes t . The 

r ecords gi ve ~o particul ~r s about t hi s Ctis e. 7 

Of t his gr oup of jur ymen , information c ould not be f ound 

about any except Emory H. Darst . He C ll1ll€ to Te:;:us i n 1829 

from HCJ ~ouri 2.nd p 9.rticip B.t ed i n the batt le a t Ve l as co and 

w~s with Edward Burles on in the fi ght at Con0~puion. Later 

he ws s a member of the det a i l which guar ded 32:nt a JUllla whi le 

he was he l d pris oner on Dr . J .• E. Phelps' pl ant~tion. 

Darst died in 1880 in the home of Geor ge , . Ple~s ants in 

Richmond.a 

On page three in Book A of the County Rt cords is founc 

t his entry: 

It i s ordered by the court that H. E. Hudson 
and Jame s ;,·; . Smith be appoint ed a committe e; of 
exainination during the present term to exawine 
the cla i ms of all applic unts to ple ~d and prac
tice l a.w in the sever s.l courts of t his iiep ublic. 

7 .v:inutes County Court, Book A, pp . 1 - 2 , For t Bend County 
Records . 

8 Information from Homer Dar st, Richmond , Tex _s, January 
10, 1943 . 



-,·.;e ha ve exam ined the claims of Wylie Martin 
t o pl ead and practice l aw in the several cour ts 
of t hi s Republi c, and find that he is entitled 
to all the orivi l ege s of a member of th~ bar, 
and r e commend hi s admission . 

The foregoing report appe s r ing , it i s ord ered 
by the court that the cl e rk of t his court issue 
such a l ic ense to the s a i d \ ylie ~artin as is 
usual, aijd the court ad j ourn unti l t omorrow, 9 
o 'clock . 
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The first term of t he d i stri ct court of Fort Bend 

County convened on February 2?, 1838 , with Benjamin C. 

Fr ankl i n , J udge of the Sec ond Judici al Di st rict, presiding. 

The fir s t gr e.nd jury cons i 8ted of ·,Vill i am Nalke r, foreman, 

John Goodman , Ignatius J ohnson , 1iill i am L. Little, Eli Fenn, 

Iienry Jones , G. B. Tins ley , J . Coble, ilill i am Be&rd, Darney 

Vlickson, Davi d Austin , and A. J. Bonds . 

The first case tried by the county was s t y l e d John 

ca: vin vs. J ame s Wilson . The record st ates : "The defendant , 

not appe aring when cal l ed , i t is ord ered by t he court that 

James ',". Smith, Es q ., be appointe d curator ad ho c lc:.tum , and 

that t he ca se pro ceed a s t hough the def end ant had apptared." 

The case was nonsuited on t he ground s that it was a bet and 

unlawf~l. llhereupon it was ordere d , consid t red and adjudged 

tha t the defend ant recove r of the pla i ntiff the sum of the 

costs of the suit. 10 

Of the above gr oup of jurymen, inform~tion could be found 

only about Eli Fenn . Fenn was a native of Georg i a who c8.Ille 

9 Ibid., County Re cord Book A, p. 3. 

10 Minutes of the Di strict Court , Book A , pp . 1-2; 12, Fort 
Bend County . 
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to Texas in 182 6 . Re carri ed his share of the burdens in 

fre E: i ng Texas from Mexico's rule when he joinE:d ·,Jylie M1.1r 

tin' s company v;hich Wl:i S guarding Thompson ' s Ferry . lie w&s 

not in the battle of 3an J a cint~ f or he was one of forty

s i x men und er ~artin who Wt:J.S sent to Nucogdo ches to protect 

that pla ce ag~ ins t the Indi uns . His de lit h occur red in Rich

mond in 183? . 11 

The f irs t bill of indictment f ound by the gr end jur y is 

in the se words : 

The gr und jurors c ~me into court; t he ir names 
being c~l l ed , all answe ring t o their n umes; they 
m~de the following presentment t o wit: 

Republ ic of Texas 
County of Fort Bend 
-:le , the grand jury -in and for s aid county , on 

our oaths do Dr asent V. Banks a nd John Moore for 
a viol ation of the l aws of the Republic in a case 
of battery COIIlf:} ittea in s a i d county aga ins t t he 
peace &nd di gnity of t his Republic . 

Februar y 28 , 1838 
;!il l i am Walker, Chairman . 12 

As e s rly ~s 1836 Fort Bend had a repre s ent utive to serve 

in the First Congress of t he Republ ic when Jes se H. Cart 

wright ~as elected . He had come to Texas with fifty sl ave s 

and obt a ined a l e ague of l and in nustin ' s abandoned r ese r 

vati on . ,,._bout 1830 he bought l and ut the hea d of Oyster 

Cr eek where he wa s living when e l ec t ed to Congress from t he 

11 Information given by F. M. o. Fenn to Homer Durst, Rich
mond , Texas , and tr tinsmi t t ed t hrough personal inter 
view, J 1:inuar y 10, 1942 . 

12 1.£1.£.., !Yanutes , Book n , p . 5 . 



H1J.r r i nourg Di s trict v;hich included t he Oys te r Crc e:k ~t... tt l e-
13 me nt . Cartwri ght was f ellowed by Thome s Bar net t who s erved 

in the Third and. Fourth Conf:,-c;scs r;h i ch :nc t in Hous.;on i n 

1838 and i n -~ s t i n in 183 . Ber nut ~ was r e cl l y the first 

r epresent et ive ~r t ~r t he count y wes cr c:ni ztd . He c~ue t o 

Texu3 i n 1822 end se t t l ed on t he cHst s ide of tho Br azo2 Riv

er in 11ust i n' s co lony . HE s erved as pr e s id ent of the ~yun

t s.;1, i ent a from 1830 to 1832 and vws ct .:r:cmb :.. r of tht 1835 con

sul t at i on and of th~ 18 3e Convent i on . He s i £ned th e Texas De e

l r Ht on of Indepe ndence . Barne t t i s buri ed in a privat e ceme 

ter y ne ur Dy er, s L : !d l es we s t of Ilos enberg . 

County J a i l s . It se ems tha t the county had a j a il bef ore it 

hAd u court hous e for the r ecor ds show t hat Samuel Jones was 

&war ded the contract for building the first j a i l and V✓ tl S p!l id 

i 25O by Sherif f John V . 1-lorton fro:n subs cript i on funds . The 

Richmond Te l es cope and Li t e r ary Register of October 30 , 18 09 , 

des cr i bes the j a il a s being • •• "a s afe and comfort abl e bui ld

ing" . On November 18 , 1850 , the court de cided that this old 

j a il would be sol d t the hi ghest b i dde r on February 24 , 1 851 . 

nvailabl e r e cords di ; not i ndi cate to whom t he ol d j ail 

building was sold or how ;nuch v,a s re oe i ved . t the mee t ing 

of the county cour t on . ugust l?, 18 5 2 , J . H. Herndon, he n 

13 Louis J . 'dortham , ! Hi story of Texas, vol. I , pp . 314, 
:1 64. 
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T . At k i ns , J . :3 • . 3ulliv ·:rn end T . I: . ~.:c JJ h v:i \i re :....p_;) ointcd 

ns 5 co111.1, it t e e t o fu rn i s 1 the c ourt ·uit h a p l ~tn ~nc. tl i n en

si on:, of t h e Ilc\i j nil v·h ch i•rs.::; to bo built on the ~ourt 

hous € s quare . This co rn~ i t t ee f t, i led to renort s n a ,;us a i s 

ch&r ged from i ts ~uti e s s t ~ ee t i~g on Nove~bsr 15 , 1J[2 . 

,. n c,.. cor::rn i t tee c on3i st inc of Mills l.! . Battle, A. F. Lut s , 

T. R. 1:c!,:ahon ;1n d .'.'il J i &m Ry9.n ~•;_. s ap p c, i nteci . On E- C E. ... 1be r 

20 , 1852 , the com:n.i tt eE report ed :nd t hE::J court t.nnounc ed t h.:i. t 

t woulc l et b i ds i n Feb:>u ary 1 853 . Th(. t 'NO s tory .i s i l was 

comp letee durin~ t he ye&r 1 855 ~t u cJs t c f i 455o . 14 

Thi s bui l d i n ; s erved the county a s ~ j ail unt i l 1 8~5 

rhen the oreo8nt j a l ~~G const~uct ed . The pr opos it i on to 

bu ild h e nev,' j a i l Vi .. s de cided upo:i by t he com:::i i s• i on e r s 

court 1.--. i ch ruet July 1 7 , 189 6 . i l g in brick ·:nd t! cNe ~l Stone 

'I/ere Illt,:.tri:ils used by c ontra ctor L . T. r1oye;s for the ~18 , 000 

bui lding . On 3ept c~ber 23 , 1 896 , I . u cFar_ ne was au t hor i ze d 

tu p1:iy $59 C. 00 t o J. P . Jones &nd v1i fe f or l ots upon •;hi ch to 

bui l j the j uil . Bonds were i s - ucd by ord : r of t h e court for 

$20 , 000 to bu i l d s.n c. fur r. i sh the ho t:se. 'rhE; n e•/; bui l d i ng 

we.3 ex~ined by the court v: i th tht. e i d of John P . Eart , .3up 

erin er.den t in the e . ploy of the ccr::1peny, and v11;;..s accept e d 

pril 5 , 1 e0e, . 15 

14 ~ inutes Co ·nty Court , Book · , pp . 67, 75 , ?8 , 84 , 18 0- 181. 

15 Jbtd., P . . 1 05, 135 , 144, 1 50 - 1 51 , 162 . 
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Courthouses . On Ju nE l C, 184: , an order cf he ccLrt was 

entered conf rminf the ~ur cha sE- of e hct:.se in Ri chlJ,ond ~or 

a cot..r .. ho ·- st , frc! ::. th€ c st1;J te of ,'lil l i blf, lusk F, t ( 800 on 

crt d it of t wE- 1 VE: mont hs , b::- J . B • . !.ill er, then Ch Ef Jus -i ce 

c •' t hE: Cm..: rit • 

I Febr v ~ry, 18,;.9 , C. C. Dyer, Chi ef J st i ce , 1~ . M. Bot 

tl e , County CJ Grk 1md. J. li . He rndon v,ere eppo i nted a coru ' ttee 

t o i nvestig1• t ~ t he repai r ing of the o l d c::>urt hous e which ha d 

been b cu g ht f r u.m the I.usk es t a te.: , or to t c ke sn ch steps to

we. rd t h e bui) d n g of e n1:: •:· cour t hou se as mi ght b e deemed e x

pedi ent. _t the :::E.y t e r rr. of court , fol o :i nf' , this commi tt c:e 

r cport eu thot the ho u:1€ then oc cup i ed us a c ourt hous e co t:. l d 

not be ve ) 1 1·ep o 1 red , Pnd eco·;,1;1ended th e s n l e t here of un d 

t he t n ne~" co urt b.ot:.s e b~ bu 1 t s t a cost not t o ex ceed -1:: 2500 . 

Thi s s e.me co1mnitt o e ,,,i th the 8ddit i on of J. S . Sullivan 

W F.. S n ;-o inted to rc.0 c p l nn.s and e3t mate ~ for the co urt hou se . 

In une , the. COTI11'1 • ssi ::me r c c, urt o de r ed tha t ~ c 0urt ho s e 

be 1.:.i lt _n eccord , nce ~· i th p le.ns and spe ci f ic ati ons mc:: de 

b: thE co,:l.:ni ttee , At the Au_ust t c• r ro , 1849 , J. H. He r n don p ro-

c s ed to bui d t he n ew C" urt house for ~2500 and t o t 8.k E- the 

cld cour t h r us A -:-- r o_ c r y 1, t ~ 600 as psrt p nyment. He also 

f) ro~ sed t o fu rn sh a hou ~e to hold c cur t in i f the new court 

hou ~e wcs not fin i sh~d f or the f ell te , of court. Herndon's 

1)roposRl v:fl:'1 nccepte • 

C'n Aug s t 2?, 1849 , J . S . Sull iv ~rn , 1! , M. Battle an d 

John P . Borden, county surveyor , were dire cted to dt:.si 6na t e 
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on the -p ub l ic squ11r e the s pot on •hich ,:,he r.e·.: cau:::.-t h ou e 

iJ bould bf• bt. ilt . 

Cn J~mu r;. ry 1~50 , t he covrt d ir€ctod tb e county wid 

d. tr ct clerks to r e~ov e the archi ve s cf the ir re spect ive 

offices to t h o h0u;E Jeno·, •n ::.s the Parkinson !::ct:sf. in hicb. -

mond , hi ch h.:d be en prep P. re ::l by J. H. ile r :r.don for th<.- p u r

~ ~se . In ndd tion Herndon wus rc ~uested to furn i sh a stov e 

und put .-1 lock on th€ d oor 8 Ild f,!ste.r. i ng8 on the v:incim.~ . 

'I'h12 n e\ : court hou2e bu ·: 1 t by H€ rnc.on v:c s c x a.-r.in6 C. s na ~)pl·o

vcd o, .\pril 29 , 1950 . 1 6 

The t l1ird c.rnrt housE: :) f Fort Per.ct ·County ,.;a s l o c a ted 

where th~ re ~~n t D~vi J Building s t ands . Th e ori~inti l p ro -

pf·rty , -: gs a thrf•e sto brick t> u.!.:!. :Hng ;;·h ;__ ch ;-;as purchased 

by the cot..nty f rom C. H. Kend J l 1 on June 6 , 1871 , for .,,. 7500 . 

The co unty occup i~d :inl ~r the t wo lm·ro r 3t or i e:'} of the bui l d 

inf and the !iB sons us ed the upper s t ory . Thi 3 build ing r e 

~s ined the court hou se unti l Janu ry 1 0 , 1887 ~hen it w~s 

dest r oyed by f i r e . The ro!'.!LT:is~i oner s c our t ord e red th~t the 

Ken d n 1 Build n ~ o n ~.;ort :.n Stree t be dec lar 2d the court 

h (•u se , •1 !"d it c "J n ti n uc c. to be so used unti the const ruction 

o-r ., e•.v 0n8 in 1998 . 

It s ec"!l3 th" t t he cO"'.Y!'.1 s2 ionC'r3 co urt h ~d i n mi nd the 

cons tru ct on of~ ne ~ court h: ~c before the :) l d on • was des 

troye d, e s the 'Ilinute s c-f the court 3hmr th a t on SepteJibE. r , 

16 I bid: , pp . 14 , 54 - 56 , 58- 59 , 62 . 
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1886, the commis s ioners court ordered the county judge to 

emp loy an archit e ct to dr aw pl ans for a new court house , 

and in Octobe r , 1887, the contract was l et to B. F . Tres t e r 

of De arbor n Count y , Indi ana , for ~4 ,700.00, the tlrchit e ct 

being George Dickey whose addr es s i s not g i ven in the re -

cords . 

Thi s build ing was a c cep t ed by the commi s s i on ers cour t 

in June, 1888 , and continue d t o be the court hou s e unti l 

the pre sent building was erecte d i n 1909 . 17 

The f irs t county of f ic ers to o c cupy the ne w cour t hous e 

in 1888 wer e: R. M. Ernest, County J udge ; J. M. Garvey, 

Sheriff and Colle ct or; J . J . Dick crs 0n, Co unty Clerk; Henr y 

Furguson , (Negro ) County ;,s s e s sor; and Jim Robert s , (Negro) 
18 County Treasurer. 

In 1908 the commissionErs cour~ cons i s ting of D. R. Pe ar e 

s on , J. R. Farmer, W. J . Bert r and , R. B. Marshall and J. C. 

Hunken , aft e r pur cha s ing Bl ock 99, in the city of Richmond, 

co;~men ced the erect ion of the presen t court hous e a nd s ame 

was comp l et ed in J anuary, 1909, at whi ch t i me that building 

was de s i gneted as the court hous e of Fort BE.n d County . 19 

I n 1935 the commi s s i o~Er s court, t hen cons i s t i ng of Jo hn 

M. }.~oor e , J. M. Kovar , E.d 3t e r n , I. G. ',.'irt z and Hunter Harris , 

17 Uinut es Commis s i oner s Court, Book C, pp . 1 75- 1 76, 186, 
191 , 198 , 210 , Fort Bend Co unty. 

18 I bi d ., Book C, p . 292 . 

19 Ibid., Book J, pp. 163 , 1 7 , 17 6 , 27~ 
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constructed the extension to the court hous e , gr eatly bdd

ing to t he convenience the reof . 20 

In the me antime , before th e s e cond court hous e wa s bu lt, 

t he citizens of Fort Bend County were i nte r es ted in the 

question of the annexat ion of Texas t o the United St ates . 

In rforch, 184 B, the Unit ed St ate s Congr ess approved e bill 

pro vidj_ng for the admission of Texas t o statehood , 11t a 

public mEe ting held et Richmond e arly in npril, 18 45 , a 

number of the "old s et t l e r s " met from the va rious se ctions 

of the county ~nd pr oudly r a is ~d the "St ar s bnd 3t r i pes " . 

Thi s fir s t mee t ing mus t have be en principa l ly f or gener a l 

discus s i on of annexat ion s inc e the n ew:i paper account do t:. s 

not menti on any def i nite acti on. 21 

At a :::nore gener al IDE e ting which wa s he ld a t the 00..urt 

hou se in Richmond on April 21, 1 845 , the questi on of annexa

t i on was agll in cons i dered . James B. Ililler was e l e c ted 

cha i r man of the meeting with 11i lls :! • Bat t le a s s ecre t ar y . 

R. C. Campbell gave an exp l anati on of t he purpos e of the ~ec t

i ng which a s stated in The Tel egr an h , ·.rus ; "for purp ose of 

t aking the s ense of the citizens of count y on the subje ct of 

annexat i on t o the Unit ed St ates . " A. cofil!., i ttee was ap point ed 

to draft the pre amble and resolutions to expr es s the fe elings 

20 Ibid ., Book R., pp. 502 , 598 . 

21 News i te :: , "Richmond" , Te l egr t1 '0 h and Texa s Regi ster, 
vol. X, (April 16 , 1 845 ), p . 2 . 
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of Fort Bend County citizens in r egard to annexation. 

After a t wenty mi nute re ces s, the connuittee composed of 

R. C. Campbell, F . M. Gibson , and J. H. Barnur d , r~port e d 

their ·ork , whi ch was a dop t 6d as follows : 

~here as, the citizens of t he count y of Fort BEnd 
have al ways mani fested , and s til l cherish, a deep 
and abi ding i nt eres t in the welfare, and pros pects 
of t he ir country; and where as, i n the op in ion of 
t hi s meeting , no t hing can tend more to t he advttnce
ment of the wealt h of Texa s and t he security and 
happ i ne s s of her people , than the p r oposed me asure 
of annexation. 

Be it therefore resolved, 1st; That, like t he 
prodic al who ha d so j ourned l ong in foreign l ands, 
we wi~~ return with p l eas ure to our Father ' s house . 

1':ill er' s popul l:irity and valuabl e servi ce to t he Repub

lic r e sult ed in his nomin&tion for the first gover norship 

of Texas at a m€ eting of citizens fr om ;;ashington e.nd sur 

rounding countie s in Brenham on July B, 1845. A similur 

meeting was hel d in the home of Hudson Gas ton, i n Fort Bend 

County November 22 , 1845 . Davi d Randon served a s Cha irman 

and J ame s .M . Br iscoe wa s appoint ed Secretary for the meet

i ng . Pl ans were ma. de for a c ampa i gn i n 1~iller' s behalf. 

His announcement wa s not approve d by a t l east one l eading 

news paper the Te l egrauh and Texa s Register bec aus e t he ed itor 

s a id that he had " . • • devia t ed fro:'ll his ordinar y prudence 

and y i e lded to o has t ily t o t he s olicitati on of hi s fri ends . " 

Miller lo s t to J . P i nckney Henders on . 23 

2 2 Ibi d., vol. X, (May 7, 1845) , p . 3 . 

23 Ibid ., vol . X, (November 19, and 26, 1345) , p . 2 . 
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In accor dB nce v: i th t he pro cl w:aation i ssu ed by ? re s i 

dent .nson Jones , Fort Eend County hel d the e l ection on 

Octobe r 13 , 18 45 , to secure the opi n i on of the citizens 

of the county re l ative t o t he ~dopti on of the ne~ St ate 

Const i tut i on ~nd the &pn roval or di s ~pp roval on th e, ques 

ti on o f a nnexation . The resul t of the voting in Fort Ben d 

Co L..nty \·,ere : for the Consti t i.. t i on , 1 65 vot E:.s , age. ins t it , 

one vote ; f or ann<xati on 166 votes , aga inst it one vote . 24 

An enactment by t he Se cond J es3 i on of t he legi s l ut ure 

Ctl U3ed the f irst di s s a t i sfacti on of Fort Bend County ci ti 

zens with the pol ci es of the J t ut e . It wus the &~por ti on

ment .-ct passed by the Le gi s l e. ture i n .!.!a r ch, 1848 . 25 This 

act made them fee l th '.:l t t hey w::,uld no t ha ve f 3.ir ;-epre sen-

ation at the ne xt session of th e legi s l 1t ·•:- ":" e. 

" 1!~ss meeting was he l d at Ric hmona on j epte r'..lbcr 

1848 , i n prot es t agai nst t hi s Act a nd aguinst a previ ous 

de cision of the .3t ti. t e :, up r eme Co urt conc _r n i ng . ht: L .nd 

titles of s ome of th€ citi zens . 

Dr . J arr.e s B. ~.~ i ' l e r ?re.s ided, und 'i l l i aril Cr aft anc.:. 

T. G. Collins s erv ed a s J ecre t ~ri es for the ce Lting . The 

our pose of the meet in[" h ' B. S exnl ained by J . J . :.iul l i van . 

24 c. c. Dyer. Chi ef Justi ce of Fort Dend Co~nt y , to the 
3e cr€t ary of '3 t a t e , ;,.s hbe l 3mi t h , October 2 ?, 1 84 5 , 
in s pe ci il :F l e ct i -.:- n He turns , . ..rcbive s , Tex t.. s St a te 
Librar y , ,1.u stin , Texl:l. s 

25 H, P. N. Gammel, Laws Q.£. Texas, Vol. III, pp. 312- 314. 
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Then Williams . Raynor , Fort Bend County Re;presentative , 

expl a ined how the apportionment ""ct was pa s s ed and how it 

be came a l aw . A committe e cons i s ting of l'✓ il l iam Chambers, 

J. K. Wa t ers, E. Brush, J ame s Kni ght and J . S . Sullivan 

was appo inted to draft re sol utions ., .. hi ch were unanimo usly 

a c ~epted by the group . The resolutions W8r e as follows ; 

" Be it r e solved, by the peop l e of Fort B~nd 
County in mass meetin€ a s scmbl bd , tha t th e l&lld 
titles of Texas, by a l ate decisi on of t he Supreme 
Court of the Stat E, bnd the nUIDer ous r e loca t i ons 
l at ely ma de as a conse quen ce of such decisi on, 
upon l nn~s held by the oldest and ~os t unques t
i onable titl~s in the country, i s a ser i ous and 
m.os t :::. l ar ru · ng public ca l ami t y , and oi:.e which cal ls 
most imperatively upon thos e in authority, for the 
most prompt and effective r elief i n the i r power 
to app ly. 

"Re solved that a due regar d to the wishE. s und 
welfure of the people a t l ar ge , should pro111pt h is 
Excellency the Governor of the St £te t o convene 
the Legislatur e a s e arly ti s pos :.i i ble , s o th a t what 
e ver relief can be afforded by tha t department of 
the gover nment, under the Constituti cn may be 
spe edily had . 

"Resolved, that t axation without represent ation 
is a gri evance to wh ich the des cend!:illts of '76 dis
like to submit; yet, d id not tb e peopl e of t his 
county belie ve that anowaly which they find on the 
s t e tue book s t y l ed an apportment bill, approved sowe 
time ? In March , 1 848 , bore a s trong resembl ance 
to a hand wr iting on thE wsl l , which, when properly 
interpret ed , will r e ad , "Your l ti.nd titles have:- been 
we i ghed i n our bal ances , and a re f ound warti ng" , 
t hey woi... ld, .,.;i th out a murmur , Hc4ui e0ce in this 
Legi slature di s fr anc h i s ement. But this come s t o 
us i n such u que sti onabl e shepe that we f ee l con
s t r a ined to urge wo s t r cs~ectively upon Eis Ex
ce l len cy the Governor of the St &t e, the propr iety 
of call ing illl extra ses s ion of th6 Lee i slature, so 
tha t an uppor t onm~nt bill may be p us sed in con
formity witb th e r e quirements of the Constit ~tion, 



before Fort Bend i s ent i r ely d~Drived of a voice 
in the councils of the St ate ."26 

52 

Randal Jones , J. D. Wat ers, William ChW'.llbers, C. C. 

Dyer , Williams . Raynor, E. Brush, Jame s Knight , E. Cheney, 

John Perkins , Henry Jones, George Pleas ants, and J • .M . Cook 

wer e appointed a s a committee t o c all upon I. S . Peck, the 

County Surveyor, a nd re quest his resi gnati on. This com

mitte e visited the surveyor th at af ternoon and secured 

along witb the surveyor's r esi gnation al l hi s field notes 

t aken in making surveys. 27 The l egislative evils pertain

ing to l and titles and to r epresent ati on we re r emedied by 

acts approved by the subs e quent session of the St ate Le gis

l ature. 28 

On March 4, 1850 , Fort Bend oitizens participated in 

the e l ection provided for in the Constit uti on of 1845 to 

determine the locati on of the capita l of the St ate. The 

result of the vote t aken in Fort Bend County i s a s fo llows : 

Was hington r eceived 67 votes ; Austin, 26; Huntsvil l e, 2; 

Pal estine , 2; and Teh uac e. na Hills, 3. 29 

26 "A Protest," Democratic Te l egr &ph and Texas Regi ster, 
vol. XI II , (September 21, 1848 ), p . 2 . 

27 Ibid. , vol. XIII, (September 21, 1848), p. 2 . 

28 H. P. N. Gammel,~ of Texas, vol. IV, pp . 469-470; 
4 'i3-483 . 

29 C. C. Dyer, Chief Justice, to James B. Webb, Secret ary 
of St a te, March 15, 1850, i n Spe ci a l Election Returns 
on Location of the Se at of Government, Archives, Texas 
St ate Library, Aus tin , Texas 
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This vote cle !:!.rl y inoic t! t e s the v1 i s t of the Fort Bend 

County citizens to locat e the capit £i l tn thoir part of the 

St e te . 

ur. August 6 , 1 6 55 , the citizens vot ed on t he que stion 

of a ccepting or r eje cting the Texas Debt 1Lc t a s passed by 

the Uni ted St ates Congres s on Februury 24 , 1855 . Fifty- n ine 

vote s ·er e c :3. s t in op-i os i t io n to the pr opos ... 1 by the Uni ted 

St ates Government to settl e the 3t ate's debt ~nd boundary 

ques t i on . One hundred and fifty - seven vote s were cast b y 

Fort Bend Count y favor i ng the accept unce o f the pro posai . 30 

Mar:y miscellaneous mat ter s of inter est came before of 

fici al s of Fort Bend County . The record of som~ of them 

ar e he r e gi ven . In t ht early days of For t Bend County for 

ei gne r s applied f or citlzeu' s papers t o the di s trict court 

and t he page s of the minut e s of the court a r e full of gr &nt s 

of cl t i zen' s p ape r s i n those days . The fir st papers we re 

gr trnted by thf court t o A . F . Lutz , a German who ~ ;::ip e a. r e d 

in open court on Nove~ ber 29, 1 851. 31 

I n 1 8 63 , the Le gi sl ut ure pass ed a l aw e c cor ding to whi ch 

phys i c i ans hLd to se cure froru the coillffi i s s i one r s ' court a 

certi f ica te to pr a ctice ~edicine . In a ccordan ce with t Lis 

l aw , the first certific at e i s sued in Fort Bend County was 

30 C. C. Dyer, Chi ef Justice , to Edward Cl~rk, Sec retary 
of 3t ute, .i ugus t 23 , 1855 , Sp Ei ci a l Election Returns , 
~ chivEs , Texas St ate Li br ar y . 

31 1'.inutes of the District Court, vol. C, p 30, Fort Bend 
County Rec ord s . 
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obtained b· Dr . Z . L. ~herrard , on January 4 , 1 8 64 . 3 2 

In ugust , 1 8 6 5, in the f irs t cow1ty blcc ti on : ft t: r 

t he Civil War, the fo llowing mEn ~crE el ec t ed t o of f ice : 

R. J . Cal der , County Judge ; Robert Hodges , County Cl erk; 

W. P . Duff , Di s trict Cl er k ; J . ~ . Miles , She r i f f and Tux 

Collector; ti . L. Davi dson , County ~t t or.o.ey ; c. C. Boss , 

Assessor; David Ferguson , Justice o f t he Pe 11 ce , pre cinct 

No . l; J. H. Bailey , Constabl e . They we r e 1 removed 

fro~ off ice by mi lita ry authority excep t N. P . Duff who 

t ook the amnes t y oath. The other s r efused to do 33 so . 

In pur suance of the ,~ct of Congres s of J pril 1 0 , 1 3 69, 

Ma,i or General J . J. Reyno l ds in comm9.nd of the Fifth 1~il i

t ary Di s t r ic t coriiposed of Texas nnd Loui s i ana i ssued s n 

elec t i on ord er de s i gnating Tuesd e.y , .-:·overuber 30 , 1869, a s 

t he date for submit ti ng t he cons tit ut io n dra·,m up i n the 

Constitut i onnl Convention of 1868- 1 8 69 to all regi stered 

voters ut an electi on t o be held i n e a ch count y . 34 

.n.t t h i s <::·l e ction s t o.te and cou nty offic ers, a s well 

as a Unite d St ate s 3€nat or s and Repres€nt 6.tive.s , we r e to 

be 6le cted . By ord1:r of E. Clf:1y Wood , Ass i s t s.nt Ad jut ent 

32 Hinutes County Court, Book A, (page uot numbered ) Fort 
Bend County Records 

33 :. . J . Sowell , Eistory of For t Bend County, p . 154. 

34 Ch .1rles l'{ill i am Ramsdell , Reconstruction i n Texas , 
p. 230 . 
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Genera l of the ri f t h ?.'. ili t a ry Di s trict, fif t e 1::-.n men from 

the milita r y post a t Galves t on uc r e o rdered to Fort Bend 

County to a r r ive by No vembe r the r i rtecnth . The se t r oop s 

were .1.ot to b 1: all o: ed a 1'i the poll i n g p l a c e , but were to 

be qu a rt ered ne8r by a nd were to keep order i n c a se of 

trouble , r em3in i ng on duty through the ele cti on . As a re

sult of t hi r. o r de r Cap t ·.lin Red came to Richmond with a de

t achment o f Negro troops . •· h e ther t here wa s any d i stur

b an c e i s not knc, n . Th e tr oops did not s t ay away from the 

polls-. They s t ood v, i t h b ayonets wt. i l t: the wh ite men marched 

be t ween them t o vote . 35 

In this e:leot or, J ohn Cobbi n 8.Ild Ilenry P hc lp s were 

e l ect e d t o p laces on the bo1.:.rd of uDpoa l s and ·,·alter Bur 

ton was ~l ~c ted ~hc riff for t wo cons e cutive terms, {1869-

1874} . 

In the c e n s us of l ~a o Fort Be n1 Co~nty h ad 9380 p eopl e , 

7508 of t heru be ing Ne gr oes . It c t:n be r c.ud ily underst oo d 

fr :::r:i these fi gure s why \' i t h E-nf r a n c hi sement the Ne gro fr ee d

men \·.1ere abl e to send ri1c mbers of t he i r r a ce to the Legisl a 

t ure . 1:ac l1 cCabe of :::ort B0nd ~ounty ,qs a de l e.ga t e to the 

Constituti onal Conventi on call e d by GovE: r no r rtichar d Coke 

to p r ov idE: th t: -: t at e of T(; x a s with c1 Constitut ion :..ore in 

keep ing with the p rinci p l e:-s oft he Democr e. t i c Par ty and t o 

35 Inforuat i on obta ine d from F . M. O. Fenn ~s r elated to 
him by h i s f a t her, J ohn R. l''enn of Richmond b. lld trans 
mitt ed throug h per sonal intErvie~ , June 26, 1938 . 
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change s ome of the ~r t ol es i n the Constitution uf 1669 . 

l'cCnbe v,a s r'. i ven a pl a ce on the: Educ ~t ion Com. .. :lli tt ee . In 

t he Si xt eenth Leg i slature , B. F . ,i i l l L llils r eu r t;3ented Fort 

Bend County. Among the Negro 10embe rs of t he Ei ghteent h 

Legisl !iture v,as Georee !\'yat t who wu s sent fro1;i Fort Bend 

end t/alle r Counti es . ,'i . M. Burt on of ~i chmond was e l e cted 

State Senator from 9i stri ct 17 com? OS6d of Fort 3en d , ~uller , 

and ·ilhnrt on Co\..:.nti es . He s erved fru.r. 1874 to 1882 and was 

conce1·nej ub•.rnt the fut ure welfare of t he fr e? c ~:egro . On 

M~rch 21, 1879 , he i ntroduced i n. the Senate a bi ll ent i t l e d 

" An Ac t t o Be t ter Establish t he ,.gricu:i,tura l a nd !·.:e che.nical 

College of Tex ns for the Bencf i t of the .:;o lore<l Y:)ut h . n 3 6 

A p ~r uph~ ,se of a l it t l e song ~e l l es t blished the t ime 

of W~ l t er Bur t on ns on of f i c eholder of 7 ort :9E:lnd vount y i n 

t he r'Ln<ls of the peo ple . T 10 sonc. is :1 s foll ows ; 

Mother, noth~r, uuy I go tu swi ill? 
Ye s , my dar l i ng son , 
If you h ~mg your clothe.3 on,;.. l1i ckor y lL;ib 
And vot e f or ·,-;-el ter Bur ton . ~·t 

Henry and Charley Ferguson were Negroes who Wt. re pol i ti 

ca l ly prominent <lur i ng t hi s pe r iod . Henry , t hE: l e ader of 

t he Ne gr oEs , wa s r esp e cted by both whites and bl acks . H~ 

vms Sher i f f from 1874 to 1876 and t hen held the off ice of 

Tax /..s s es sor f or t he m.xt t we l ve y eur s . ,"..hi l e he was Tax 

As ses qor, Henry Fergus on re ceiv~d three hundred dol l ars 

3 6 J . .:iason Brewer , NeEr o legislc:1tors 2f.. Texas , pp . 69-60 . 

37 F . M. O. Fenn , Richmond , Texas , int erview, June 26 , 1938 . 
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for bui ldin~ ~ bridge , and $918 .75 f or f i fty 8Cres of l a nd 

s ol d t o t he county f or a poor f ur m. These wer e 
38 

of the L w.- . 

vi ol &ti on s 

Chnr l ey Fer guson was di st r ic t cle r k from 1 882- 18 88 . Other 

Negroes who ~e r e of~ice hol de r s dur in6 t hi s time were : Tom 

Taylor , :iill i arn Ea t on , J . :a . Rober ts , J . P . Dill ·., rd , H . E. 

Gunaway , und Lond~n Br anch, who coul d ne ith er r e ad nor write. 39 

When Negrot s wer e el ec t e d to of f i ce t he of f ices wer e usu

al l y run by whl t t deput i es . Ho·never , t hi s was not true in the 

case of Bur t on hnd t he Fer gus ons . 

It hes be en r at he r di f f i cult to get unpr e judice d informa

t ion concer uing t he t y, e of 0f f i c i als thot t hese Negroes made. 

lfa.tur :::. l l y t he '·b i t e c i t i zens t hst wers i nterv i ewed h ad little 

t o say in f a vo r of t h ~ Ne gr o off ic e hol de r s , ~nd they usuall y 

t urned i t of f by saying the.tit was a di sgr a ce to Fort Bend 

Count y . 

.'..fter t he pas sRge of t he Te r rel l El E. ~t i0 n Lavi of 19 03 , 

whi ch 3.!Ilong ot hE r t hings pr ovi ded f or a par ty pri lil ti ry i n ea ch 

county , the Negr o vote in For t Bend County ha s not been a 

contr ol l i ng fa ctor . The Negr oe s h~d never be l onged to the 

Democrat i c p~rty und therefor e they wer e excl uded f r om t he Dem-

ocrat ic pr iraur i es . 

58 r~ inutes of the Com.r:.: i 8sionc rs Court, Book C, pn . 71, 95, 
Fort Bend County . 

39 El ection Regi s t ers numbe: r 264 - 271 ; (187 0- 188 3 ) , pp . 248 , 
448 , 4 62; 290, 302 , 3 25; 1 84 , 3 0j • . ..rchives, Texus 3 t ate 
Librar y , us tin, Tex ... ,s . 
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Proba bly the worst t hine; conuecL t d c•;ith t be Negr o in 

pol itics i n the count y ~bs t he f act t hbt it d i vi ded th e white 

pe op le into t wo f a ctions , ca. ch on e bid ding for t he supp ort of 

the Negro votes . 

It i s s e. id by old citizt-ns th t:.t up to 13oa , it H-s i m

possib le to be t.le ct~ to n county off ice i n ~ort BE..nd County 

without the supµu rt uf a t le ast u p~r t of the Negro vot e . 

The J aybird De mo crutic hS30 Ci nt i on. For forty years af ter the 

Negro had been fr Ec d and given t he ri ght to vo te , thert. uere 

more Ne~roe s then whi tes in Fort Bend County. The result w&s 

tha t prior to the or~a~ i zation of the J aybird Asso ci ut i on, the 

affa irs of the col tn.ty had be t n dominated by t hos e who could 

control the Negro vot e . Negro off icials had b6en hol ding 

off j ces , or wh itE of f ici nls v:ho r eli ed on the Ne gro vote :man

aged~ounty gff a irs . So corr up t a system of county gover nmeut 

e:- this we. s resulted in waste And misme.negement and incre as ed 

t he burden of t exa t i on on the peopl e , t he chief t ax payers be 

ing wnon,s the white s . Findin,:c protests in v&in, a gr oup of 

yo ng '•'lh t e tax paye r s who belonged t o t he :- os e bud Club or 

gan i ze d to prote s t e ar l in 18 RE and gr ad ua lly gained membe r s 

fr om a l l oortions of the count y . The Rosebuc Club f in&lly be 

came the Young Men' s Dcno crat ic Club. It s tiim we.s to co rr ect 

the ex i s t ng E: Vil s tmd to e st abl i s h and m·· int&in a pure gov er n 

ment by the ~Lite Dcop l e . Conferences of t hi s club ' s rE.pre 

sent at;i ves v. i th l e a.de rs of the fact ion i n po·,.;c-r ',\'ere held with

out resul ts . 
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In due time £ ach side nomina ted ti ful l c0 unty t ick et, 

G. nd af te r a ho !:i ted CH. n va.s .., the c :,ndid&te: s of the v,hi tEc p eo 

pl e wer e defe a t td . Dur ing thi s c &nva3 s the term "J aybird" 

wo 3 ap ::_:, li e d to thE de fe a t e d pJ.rty cllld "\';oodp e- cker" to the 

otht r3 , a ud the n3me Btuck to ~a ch . 

Fe lings 'ie re inte 113 if i e u , f tiili ilie s were div i ded tmd 

per• onnl alte rc 1t 'on ~ occur6J wn" Jh ended in s hooting af 

f r ays . f innl y on .. eu .st 1 6 , l8J ~ , & de a dly combat Oc;twe e n 

the t wo fact i on3 t ook p L ;ce i n the s t r e e ts of Hichmond . 4: 0 

J . u. ~e ~t on , the Co~nty J~dgc , t t legr ctp h Gd t o L. 3 . 

Ro ns , Gove r nor of Texas , for troops . tlo ss wi r~d Cap t a i n R. 

A. Re icho rdt , comm~nder of the Houston Li ght Guar~ to take 

41 
h is c ompany to Richruond ut once . The t r oops under Re ichordt 

arri VE d a t t we l ve o ' c l o ck thl:it n ight 1.1.Ila took cha rge . Go v

e rnor Ro · 3 ~rrived the n Ext 6 ~y , ~ugu3t 1 7 , 188~ , with the 

Br enham Li ght Guard co n s i s ~ i n g o f forty ~tn coBmandcd by Cap 

t a i n J . M. Byrn e:: . 

Gov arnoi- .Ro :;::; re_nu i ncd i n Richmond seversl days , c.nd 

t ook upon h i mself the r ole of rricc i a t or . 'fhe "Jaybiras" were 

vE:ry d -:; t cr,,.ine d t o get cont r ol of thE.. gover ruuent t::. S they pai d 

tlll the taxc. s un d r epre 3 ·nted ne urly ull t he whi te people . 

They v;cr c de t er..ll ine d t h'3. t Ne g r o sup re~e. c shoul d ca.~s e. The 

4.0 In 0 r mc. t ion obtaln e a. f r om F . M. 0 . Fenn , Ri c hmond , •r exas, 
Jun e 10 , 19Z8 . 

41 News it em, "Bl ood Flo1:1s Freely", Th e Dallas Morn ing News, 
vol . IV ( Au gu s t 17 , 1889 ), p . 1--
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county government was comp l etely di sorgani zed. The she:rif f 

was de ad . 

In the proces s of reor gan i zati on , the commis s i oners 

court, consist ing of Co unty Judge J. hl . 1est on ~nd co1I111iss i on

er s tile x Phelps and ·,· ade Robinson , h"'d the. ri ght to make the 

appo intments , but the "Jaybirds" held the power, in that t hey 

alone had suff icient we alth to make bonds for the off i ci ti ls 

who were to be sel e ctEd . As a result of confGrences between 

Governor oss and the leaders of both sides, an agreement was 

re a ched on August 20 , 1 889, that Ira Aten , Serge ant of th~ 

rangers be appointed S~erif t . 42 

On August 22 , 1889 , the old commis s ioners court had 

ce ased to exist . Ju,ige J . M. Weston tried to open court , but 

only Wade Rob£rtson was present . By ust 24, the Jaybirds 

had t hi ngs in their hands . ll . R. Far mer, J . H. P . Davis , and 

F . McLaughlin had been appoin t ed comruis sioners . On September 

3 , this commi s sioners court accepted the resi gnati cn of J . ~ . 

Wes t on and appointed 1: . J . Hickey to fil l his term of of f ice. 

Tti is new court required that new bonds be m~de by ell those 

officers still in office; nwnel y ; J. V. Me ek, County Attorney; 

J . K. Terry, Tax i s s e ssor; Frank Bell, Public Heigher; J. C. 

··ayfi eld, County Treasurer; und .i. R. Gayle , Di stri ct Clerk, 

Only one of the old Noodpe cker c rowd was left in office, J . R. 

Gayle , Di strict Clerk . Hi s bond ~as r eje ct ed November, 1889 , 

and, as he fai l ed to make Hnot her, he was r e;11oved frow off ice, 

42 Ibid ., (August 21, 1889), p . 1. 
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and H. R. Far me r was appointed to that off ice. 43 

By this time , the prominent "Woodpeck ers" had left 

the county. On October 3, 1869, the organi zat i on that is 

now in existence was formed with 1 41 Il!embers. It is known 

as t he Jaybird Democratic Organ i zati on of Fort Bend County . 

Clem Bassett was its first president and F. ll . O. Fenn was 

the fir s t secret ary. 

Each ye e. r the J ayb i rd Association vot es to re ceive the 

enti r e white pool lis t a s members. A white citizen thtre -
44 f ore automatic ally becomes a member. 

Nomi nation for county offic e in the Jaybird prim~ries 

i s the equivalent of election bec ause there has never been 

any oppos iti on to the Jaybird ticket in either the s t ate 

primaries or the general election. The as s oci ation has no 

be ~ring on st at e or national politics. It is op posed t o 

any offici al rema ining in off ice longer than t wo consecutive 

terms . The Negroes ar e fully s ati sf i ed to l eave the county 

aff airs i n the hands of th e wti te people. 

A substantial monument was erected in the old courthouse 

yar d in memory of the thre £ whose lives had b€en sacrificed 

in the Jayb ird c ouee Bnd to coJTu~emorete the princip l ~s for 

43 t1i nute s Corun.is sioners Court, Book C., pp . 395, 399, 
400- 401, 4ZO , 407 , Fort Bend County Records . 

44 1' inutes of the Jaybird Democ ratic Associati on of For t Btnd 
Count y in posseas i on of the Di s trict Clerk a t Richmond, 
(no puge nuwbers f, iven) . 
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whi ch they f ough t and died . 

ii noted Br azoria County wag co.me to Richmond when f ee l 

ing was e t i ts hei eht end a partis ~n i mraed i ~tely appr oa che d 

him with t he ques tion , "Are you a J aybird or o \'.'oocipe cker?" 

Net knowi ng hi s questi oner ' s af f i l i a t ions , ac cor di ng t o .... 
Di s t r i ct J udge lf. . S. 1:unson , who to l d t he s tory , t he Br azori e 

County man fina lly decle r ed , "Stranf e r , I don't be l ong t o 

e ither p erty-- I ' m ~ mocking bi rd . " 46 

J ohn N. . !/ oore , Sr . is t he only For t Bend County c i t i zen 

who wa s ever el e cted to t he National Congr es s . He s erved the 

Ei ghth Di s trict f rom 19 05 to 1 91 3 . Hi 3 el e cti on gave u strong 

and influenti al f act or to nati ona l wat erways impr o vement, und 

he worke d f or the wat er commerce of Texas bot h i n and out of 

Congress . He was a membe r of t he Emi gr at i on and Natur al i za 

tion Commit t ee and of the Pos t Offi ce Expendi tur es and Bank

ing and Currency Comrnitt ee . 47 

Fort Bend County t ook a pl a ce among the progr es sive 

count ies of the St a t e on Apr i l 9, 1911 . After being ham

pered f or years with a conventi on form of gover nment und a 

t wo- t hi rd s ~ule , " she a t l a s t f r ee d herse l f fr om t he grip of 

45 Informat i on given by F . u. o. Fenn , Ricb.JL.ond , Texas , J~ne 
10 , 19 38 ~ 

40 Rel ated by J . L. Ne s bitt . 

47 L. E. Dani el, Texas, The County and I ts Men , p . 51 6 , 
Thi s lnf ormo. t ion i s corrobor ate'cl"by Cleru ;..1ye rs of Ri ch
mond , Texas . 



a "sta;;n c.tion p ,,rt y'' !.illd. adot' ted the primo.r method , \'Ill ich 

insur e s equal r i ghts to ull ~nd a t r ue express i on or the 
4.8 

wishes of tht people . -

During the \,orld. ,:&r , t he nE;cd of prote;cting t he mili 

t ~r y va~p~ fr ~w the influ6ncc ~f li quo~ cidea the caus~ of 

prchib i ion . nn 8illcn'ment to t h~ ~t n: e Constituti on, 3e ct ion 

20 , ,:_rt ic c 16 , \{(13 JUbw.i t ted to th eg i 3l a ture in ~n t € C-

ti on on ~-aY 24 , 1 - l 1, i n wn icn Fort Bend Cowity vote d 485 

for prohi biti on ~,nd 639 aga ins t . '.fhe .c. i ght1:.enth rJnendll.lent 

Wll;3 adopted . 

Cl! . _ugu.;t ~6 , 1 Y.).3 , .Fort B€nd County voted 1661 votes 

fo r the lcgi 3l , tion of b er in the county c.:.nd ~01 votes 

age.i ns t . On the r tp un of 3t ate ,iide Pr o h i bi 't i cn on augus t 

24 , 1 jb , Fa ·t Bend 8o~llty votod ~~4 vote s ugai nst r epe 1 

anc 1400 f or repe 1 . 49 

Concerning the interest of f ort Bend County in pr ovid

ing fr e~ text- ooks fo r any ch ilu of schol as tic age attend

i ng the public s chool s of TLXhs , the citi ze ns voted in the 

ge.nere.l tL..,c t ion he a 1:ovt;iilbe:::· ? , l ~F' tor free texts , 285; 

43 ~!eYt it e.:.: , "Fort Bend County .~dop t s i'rim!...r y :e t hoa " , The 
Rosenber g He r s l d , vol. XVII , ( Ap il 14 , 1911) , p . 1-.-

49 El ection Recor d Book 2 , :-,p . 45; 144; 1.52 . Fort Bend Coun
ty .:iecord ~ . 
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In the Spe cia l Ele cti on he l d ugu st 21 , l 9 j 5, when 

amendment s even was a sked to be vot ed upon v':hc ther to per

mit furnishing fr ee text-bo1,ks to eve r y child of scholustic 

age a t t €: nding any s chool within t he stat e t he vote i n Fort 

5C Bend County was 1 , 199 for the amendment and 914 aga ins t. 

On the day for women t o r egister that they might be 

entitled to vote, a nuruber of them were awa i ting the op ening 

of the t ax collector ' s off ic e at Richmond. ¥..rs . Boss ie Urena 

of Guy, the thirty-six ye a r old mother of eight children,had 

the dis tinction of being the f i rst woma.n in the county to 

registe r thnt she mi ght cast her vot e for democr a cy . 51 

The r atificnti on of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Con -

'3 titut j on of the Un i ted s t a tes wh ich gave to ,mmen the right 

to vote was submitted to the vo t ers of Fort Bend County in a 

special electi on on May 24, 191 9 . The vot e v.-as 410 for , and 

712 against r atificRt :an . 52 

The first woBan t o hold a public of fic e i n For t Bend 

County was Mis s Minni e n aye s of Ro senbe r g . 3he wa s elected 

to the of f ice of County Superint endent of Schools in 1921 

and s erved until 1923 . :rtany other women have he.ld off ice in 

the county . 

50 Election Record Book 2, pp . 42 ; 152 . Fort Bend County 
Record s . 

51 Anonymous , "First t o He g i s ter , " The Rosenberg Herald , vol . 
XXIV, ( J une 28 , 1918 ), p . l. 

52 Election Rec ord Book 2, p . 45 , Fort Bend County Records . 
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fome11 ·,ibo Have n~ 1 Off ice i n Fort Ben<i County53 

~ocordi to "J ayb i rd« rulea , none h&ld off ice ~ore than t wo 

consecuti v ter ms , but mv ny were sub?.t•r• uent ly r e~ L: -: ted . 

Nil.ME OFF ICE 

' i ss I mogene ~.'ul linex District <Jlerk 
!, 138 J · El tt~ut. 1 .S L: .cc ~ t.,P C;I·in udunt 
Miss Kat~ 1~1 tchell County Cl e rk 
U1·s . _.J_ J.LH.1 c. Ho ::, ne. l, i Ht ' cl, Clerk 
1lr s . I mo,;s:ene 0h nnc0 County Cl t.' r k 

1· 3 • 
.... ::.n, t lj .0 i. & ri ct, vrk . I., • 

:.:rn . , i lee;n . 1.:1 t c t c l l County reasU 'i.' e r 
:.:1 s 1'I :bt Lye .,:<.; lU).t', Sc hv .. 1 :,t-pc r i!:t, 1,d1::: r..t 
' rs . Ifonn i e Lehr.1ann County Cl e r k 

h. s . u' i n1, i t ~ 1 CWI:1 (,;(,\;J:. t,y rf.c,.s \H t r 
·r:.=i . F:rnn ie Chnd il Count y Tr ettsurer 

i1: i sA t;...,t> l jc..; 11...12. 'i 3 t r ic:t (;lt:c1·k 
' i ss F. l l u Ma c~k County Cler k 

Li s : Mi hlt:t t. €, Gr i ff itt Ou• ... n t y ·i-c: u::wr er 

For the r s t t ime n n in~ty - s i x y nr s the For t Bend 

County gr ~: nd j ury adjourn e d i n De:ct:mb0r , 1933 , wi t h ou t re
•· A 

t urning o murder indictment. v -

53 El e ct ion Re co rd Book 2 ~nd 3 s nd Bond f.e cor d , Fort Bend 
County , v~l . V, nouuty Cl u rk's 0f ice . 

54 • ..n .. my ou3 , "> in t · - ~ i < :: ~r 
B nito l vht,( De c~mbE 20 , 

lo . (:,C.Jra bruk i:=n " , 'fht ~ 
1933 . ) 



CHAPTER IV 

FORT BEND COUNTY AND NATI ON1u. DEFENSE 

The citizens of Fort Bend County participat ed in the 

Texas Re volution. They were a ctive a l so in the aff a ir s of 

the Republic, and continued their intere s t in publ ic mat

ters aft er jo i ning the Union . I n f act, there have been Fort 

Bend County men in every war in which our country wa s in

volved since 1836. 

The 1Te ir Exped iti on. During the t en years aft er the Bat t le 

of San J a cinto, Mexi co cla i med Texas, but did l it t le to as

sert the cla i m. I n 1842 , aft er the Sent a Fe Expedi t ion which 

prompt ed an invasion by Mexico into Texas, the people of Fort 

Bend County we r e di s t urbed b:· hearing of a Mexic an Arruy under 

Genera l ;,.dr i an Woll whi ch occupi ed San .nntonio. Texa.ns has 

tened to San Ant onio . Volunteer compcill ies beglin fo rming. 

Cne , re cruited in Fort Bend County and l ed by Capt a i n J ill 

i .'.illl Ryon , has tened to the conflict . J oining other de t ~ch

ments of t he Texas r\Xmy , the men ma r ched to the Ri o Gr ande , 

foll owing the invaders who r e crosse d and es cuped in the hills 

of 1~exico . 

At the r iver the Texas .-u-my di s banded; some retur ned 

home while others de cid ed to l ay s iege t o the t own of hl i er. 

Capta in Ryon ' s company formed a part of the expedi ti on t o 
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Mi er . The story of their despe r ate fight in the town , 

their surrender to overwhelm in g numbers, their weary mar ch 

to the interior , the drawing of the be ans \;here e. wh i te 

be an meant life and a black be ~n me ant deat h , Castle Pe 

rot e and it s horrors of fil th, f e ver and starv~ti on is too 

well known to be repeated here . 

On the way to Perote the Texuns were joined by the sur

vivors of the S1~nt a Fe Expedit ion . John McNa bb of Fort Bend 

County was one of theffi . 1 

That ther e was cons iderabl e interest in the f a te of 

the Mi e r prisoners is evid enced by a public meeting held 

in Richmond on March 4, 1843 , to devise a p l an for s ecuring 

their rele ase . Jame s B. Miller a cted a s cha i rman of t he 

mee ting . The Fort Bend County cit i zens were in f avor of 

any plan to obt a in the rele ase of the Texans , even an of

f ens ive we.r . 2 

The Mi er men with the Sant a Fe pris oner s we r t kep t in 

?erote for more th~n a ye ar . In spite of their condition , 

the Texnns we r t able to r emain rather cheerful , beli e ving 

that t hey would soon be r e leased . Capt ain ilill i wn Ryon wa s 

abl e to borrow money from a f ri end of h i s fa ther , and with 

1 

2 

. J . 3ov,ell, Hi s t ory of Fort Bend County, p . 218 . 

News i tern , "For the Te~egraph" , Te l eyrao h and T€x&s Re 1· 

i s t er , vol. VIII , (?..arch 15, 1843 , p. 2. 
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this money he ll:f.lde p rison l i fe :1~oro comfor t ~ble for h i s 
3 

men . 

There were s o many ~en frou Fort Buntl Coun ty thttt the 

citizenry prescnt6d n pe t ti nn in De cember , 1843 , t o th6 

Tf! X H S Congrcs8 ?.skinG th •1 t H L :rw be pn r,.3 ed for the relief 

of th~se men . Dr. Josep h E . E .rnerd , t hen e ilep res~ Ltli tive , 

nid ed n get 1 np, the:, flCt !) a,:i •; t:u Je.nw,r y, 184•1 , and the 

~or t Bena County mon were re.] 0uRcd by t he r,t..ntJ r al o .. der 

September 16, J844. 4 

!,~exic t:m \ a r . Aft e r Texas was annexed t o the United St a tes 

and the Nation be c E..rae involved in tt war with 1,:exico , ( 1 846-

1848) , t he peop l e of Fort Bend County were s till i nt e rested 

in keep i ng the l;'. ex icnns out of the s t ate . Se vera l Fort 

Bend County rnen j o i ned the :_i r my titt a cking the ''.6xic t:.ns . 

Andrew J a ckson Roa rk wa s i r... charge of a cotripany of Texans 

a nd p artici pa t ed in t he c apture of ruexico City . Gi lbert 

R. Brush j o i ned General Taylor's a r my and was wound ed a t 

the Battle of I'ont errey . 5 

The Civil 1!JE._. The peop e of For t 132n d County went t o war 

wit h t hose cf a ll the ot her c0t1.nti e.~ in Texf. s. Th e, incid ents 

3 Capta i n Ryon to nbner Harris, Castle Perote , !.~exico, J une 
27 , 1844 , i n Hous ton Nade 's Notes~ Fr agruent s of ~ 
~~i e r I xoed ition , pp . 11, 51-55. 

4 B. N. • Ce.mm.e ll , l.e.s-: s of Tex'.ls , vol. 11 , p . 856 . 

5 Cl ~rence R. ';Thurton , _ Hi s tory of .E2.!:l Be nd County, p . 223 . 

l 
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preceding this confli ct have be l n frE uently told , hence 

it i s not ne cessury to r epeat them he r e . 

Economic Conditions i r'. lli_ County in 18 60 . In 1860 , t he 

count y was i n e v ery way se lf- supnorting . Li vestock , such 

us hor ses, L'iU l e s , cattle , a nd swine , wt1 s r a i s ed in a bund t.nce, 

though mule s fi i;-ured less promine ntly in the working s chbwe 

at that time . Oxen were used extensively i n f ar ming und 

o ccupi 6d a much ~ore i m~ort ~nt ol ~ce thun iliUles or horses . 

The nu~ber of wul cs . us 784 while work oxtn nwubered 2 ,680. 6 

Cotton , corn , cane , pe as , beans , and sweet pot ut ot s 

were gror.n i n great abundan ce , ,Yhi le oats und Irish pot ut ot s 

ma de a l a r ge contri bution to the country ' s f ood suppl y . 

Furthe r contri butions t o self- s ui'fici enoy v,e re wool , honey , 

butt er, orchar d products , some toba cco ~nd s ome 1.anufucture s , 

t he l a s t n ~1med cons isting of br i ck , s ewed l ur:ibE>r , g i nned 
7 cot ton , cloth , sugar, and rce al. 

At the out bre 9k of the \·1ar, t here \·'c re t wo hundred 

and s i xty slavehold ers , ni net y of whom opera ted extens ive 

holdings , seventy- f our of t hem cont fa ining be t Heen 1 00 .illd 

500 a cres e ach ; f i fte En , bet~e ~n 500 ~nd 1 , 000 s eres , Hild one 

of ~ore than 1 ,000 acr c s . 8 Such pl untati un ~ r ~qu i re d wany slav~s . 

6 The United 3t at ts Census , 1 8 60 , p . 140 . 

7 I bi d ., op . 1 41 - 143 , 580 . 

8 Ibid ., p . 216. 
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Oft en th e va lue of t he sla ves r . n into se ver~l f i gure s . 

Edward rt. . Br anch of IU chmond w . s on(, o f t hE s l a ve owners , 

and un ~ppr a i se~ent o f hi s l ar g e e state as e ~rly a s 1 638 , 

s hows the vul ue of s l aves . Of cour s e se x and ag e oft en 

de te r ,;.i ned the pri c t: . For ex8l!lp le , a Negro g i r l of f i f 

teen year s wa s val ucd a s hi gh u s :3, ? 00 . 00 ... nd c1 Ne gro boy 

of t wenty-thre e , a s high a s ~1000. 9 

I t i s i mpos s ibl e t o know the s ca l e of pri ces for the 

purchase of s l ave s during the Wstr. .l os t of t ne sales v1t re 

ma de in cot t on an d l ~nd . The r e was conside r able a c tivity , 

bo 11ever . Some p l unters r i d t hemse l ves of their sla ves to 

the ir mor e opti~ i stic fellow citi zens . Re f ug ee s fro m other 

st ates br ought in s1Rve8 and c i sposed of t hem . 10 

The a ssessment s in 1860 were l and, Z~ , 250 , 000; s l &ves, 

~3 , 140 , 000; hors e s and cattle , $670 , 000--a t ot a l o f over 
... 11 
~7 , 000, 000 . 

• ~ t his l a t e pe ri od, it i s diff ic ~lt to ge t H ~ictur e 

of t he duys of s l ~very in Fort Bend . Host of the leg ends 

wh ich c ome dov;n to us fa re C :) lo red by the trudi t i on ::. lly k ind 

mas ter 3nd obedient s l ave . Only now ~na then a re authentic 

f a cts fo und . 

9 Proba te Re cor d ,Book · of f ort Be nd County , p . 55 . 

10 Abner J . Stro~..l, The Cl d Pl ant ations and Their Ov:ners 
of Br azor a Co~nty Te xa s , p . 13 . 

11 Uni ted St ates Census for 1860, p . 129 . 
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A Y.arch, 184 4, i ssue of the Telegr nph of Hous t on, 

t EJ l 8 of t wo slave distur bance s . Ten s l e ves utt a cked B. F . 

Terry , but he s tood the~ of f with a p i stol and 6 whi p , shot 

one in the leg t o dis able him anc broke t he arm of anot her 

with the whi p . The ac count s leo tel l s that the overseer on 

the Burdi ck p l :mt ati on ne c. r Ri chmond was k i lled by a Negro 

in the fiel a . 1 2 

Further evid ence of d i ssatisfaction eruong th~ slaves 

i s found in th~ n ewsp~per s ' advertisemen~ of f e r ing r tw~rds 

for the de livery of runaway Kegr oes . I t ap"9 e drs that the 

cus t omary r ew~r d w& s ~50 . J . D. ~ater s of Fort Bend County 

was 5 f re quent ad vertis er . In Dec6mber , 18 43 , he advertised 

for hi s rr.u l att o mrn "Isaa c" who was t hirty yeti.rs ol d , about 

five feet ten inches hi gh and "wore generally a p uir of 

l ar ge bl a ck ,:h isker s•: 13 

The Legisluture to ok a hand in affair s in 184 6 by enact 

i ng a bill providing for patrols in o. ch precinct of a coun

ty . They Here to be appo inted b · the count y cou r t and con

sist of a captain and assistants to serve three ffionths . Hal f 

of them 1•1ere t o be slave o•:mers . ?at ols wc r 6 rEcqui red t o 

go over thei r dis t r ic ts &t leas t onc e every ~onth and vis it 

the Negro quarters •,,he re it was suspe cted sla ve.3 wc:rt i mp ro 

perly or unlawfully a s sembled . \-hen a patro l fot..nd any slave s 

12 News ite~ , "Negro Di ~t urbanc e~ ", Telegra2h , vo l . I X, 
March 13 , 1844 ~, p . 2 . 

13 Advertise:r.ent, "Reward" , Telegr aoh , vol. VIII , Dec . 30 , 
1843 , p . 4 . 
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"off their pl ant ati ons vi thout a passr the patrol was to 

give t he of f ending s l a ve not more th8Il t wenty-five las hes . 1 4 

This law was pr obably re sponsiblb f or the di tt y th~t 

ha& been hand ed down to the ol d-t imers of today : 

"Run , ni gger, run , Pat rol ' ll gi t yo~ , hit you , 
t wenty-five 'fore he ever quit you . " 

In 18?9 , af t er A. E. Swee t and J . A. Knox toured Texas, 

t hey t old of i nterv ie'lting an old N<:.gro who had be en a sl a ve 

on the '.fot er' s pl e.nt e ti :m . Ac cording to the ir s tory, the 

old Negr o s poke of hi s "ole mas 3a " with af f ection a nd s a id, 

"I know it' s be tte r fur de young f ollc s da t day am fre t ; but 

2s f ur me , I'J r ather be getting my vitt l es in old mass a 's 

ki tchen dan be Hkirrn i shing ' round f or grub l i ke we ha s ter 

do now" •1 5 

Se ces s i on ·• For t Bend County in 18 61 f aced the pr obltm of 

r emaining loya l t o the Union or embr ac ing the doctrine Of 

s e c~ssi on. Sl aver y , the grea t economic i nst itution of t he 

South, an integr ~l part of the agri culturel l ife of t he county, 

hnd developtd rapi dly ; in 1860 , there ~ere 4,1 2? ~la~es in 

the: county whi ch ranked it eighth i r;. the 3t tite . 1 6 This itdi 

cat e s that the Fort Bend folk b£l ieved in th~ j u&t ict and the 

14 H. • N. Gammel, La':: s of the 3 t a te of Texas , vol. II, 
1 346 , p . 195 . -- - -- --

15 .Uex E. S,1et t tl nd J . i\r moy F.nox , On a Mexican 1.:us t:i11g 1 

pp . ??- ?8. 

16 united 3t a t es Cens us, 1860 , p . 240. 
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va lue of Afric an s l avery. They then considered t he elect 

ion of Lincoln to the pre s idency as be i ng d jrec t l y ant ago

nistic to the continuution of the institution of s l avery. 

November 21, 18 60, in r e s pons e t o the call f or a 

county convention, For t Bend citi zens gath€r ed at Ri~~~ond 

to s elect delegate s to the 3t ate Convention which had be en 

called . At the County Convention a r es olution 'N B S a dopted 

wh ich re ad in p3rt : 

"Tha t ell l aws prohibiti ng the fr ee i mp ort ation 
of s l ave s wer e a s t and ing r epro ach and an offen
sive s ti gma on t he ins ti t uti on of slavery which 
in the South i s regar de d as a gr ea t and si gnal 
good both to the white and Negr o r a ces tlnd cle ur 
ly defend ~ble on moral, s oci al and r elig i ous 
gr ounds . ".1 7 

J anuary 8, 1861, an election was held thr 0ughout Texas 

for the election of d elegates to the Seces s ion Conventi on to 

be he ld in Aus tin. Fr ank Ter r y of Fort Bend County was 

elected with op pos i t ion. 1 8 

The St ate Conventi on as semblEd in Aus tin and adopt ed 

r esoluti ons provi ding for se ces s i on , s ub j ect to the ratifi 

cati on by popu l ar vote on Febr uary 23 , 1861 . The vot e of 

For t Bend Count y was 48 6 for secess i on to O aga i ns t it . 19 

17 C. R. '.' i'hart on , Hi s tory of Texas , vol. II, p . 71. 

] 8 George P . Fos t er , Chi ef J u8tice of For t Bend Coun t y , to 
the 3ecretery of St ate, J unuary 27 , 1861 , in Special 
Elect:t on iiet ur ns, Arc hives , Texa s 3t ate library, 
Austin, Texas, 

19 Ibid . , {February 26, 18 61) . 
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Once the decisi on wa s made, the r e was no hesitancy. Fort 

Bend County me n in l ar ge numbers donned the gr uy of the 

Confedera cy. 

Two days aft er the vote on s e ce s s ion, B. F. Terry and 

oth€r s petitioned the Commi s s ioner's Court to ap~r opri~te 

money for the purchase of arms and equi pment for t he vari

ous c ompan i e s of "llinut e t:en" to be organ i z€d in t !::e c ounty . 

The organ i zati on of "Minute ~en" wns one of the fir st demon

strsti ons by f ort Bend peop l e to p r ot ect their property. 

The Court appropr i uted ~3,500 and appo int ed Smith Darnell 

to purchns e t he f ollo\'/ i nh e qu i pment: 

?5 impr oved Colt army pistols 
50 muskets 

400 pounds powder 
300 pounds No . 1 buckshot 

1, 000 pounds l ead 
30 , 000 Colt's p i s to l caps 

500 muske t c aps 20 75 powder f l asks . 

Five months l a ter, July 15, the c ourt ga ve additional 

a id out of county funds and purchnsed horses, guns, p istols, 

and articles of clothing for the soldiers leaving the county 

for the seat of war. Fifte en of the horses purchased for 

use of the volunt eers wer e returned a s of no use to the 

Confedera cy and wer e sold for cash at publ ic sales "with 

"1 saddl es and guns to be returned" . ~ 

20 f.:inutes , County Court, Book A, pp . 217- 218 . 

21 Ibid . , Book .,~, p . 22?. 
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Further aid v,a s g iven by the County Court to Terry ' s 

"Texas Rangers", espe ci a lly to Capta in J . T . Holt's com

pany which was comp os ed mostly of Fort Bend County men. On 

September 12 , 18~1 , the Court appr opri at Ed 0500 t oward the 

supuort and maintenance of Capta in Holt's "Terr y Guards" . 

s . A. Stone and 203 other citi zens petiti oned the Court on 

Oc tober 20 , 18 Sl, to make an ap , ropri ati on of ~10,000 f or 

the b€nef i t of comp,J nies from Fort Bend Count y to enter ser

vic es of t he Confederate St ates. Th i s as s i s t ance was not 

given i nrn ed i ately , but several months l ater t he Court aga in 

aopropri ate d $0 , 000 out of county funds for the purpos e of 

defending the coast of Texas ag~inst Feder a l invasi on . 22 

During the speci a l t er m of the Court , Jul y 11 , 1861 , 

$2 , 000 w~s ppropri ated as the county 's share in meeting t he 

expense of a mi l i t ary enc ampment est abli shed by Harr is, Br a

zor i a Gnd Fort Bend Count i es . 23 

From county funds , Cap t a in Holt's comp any was gr anted 

$5000 for the ur cbase of winter clothi ng , s hoes , and other 

rn:£ded e qui pment . The company had recently l eft the county 

to engage in the w~r . · comm i ttee compos ed of =· hloore , H. 

Kyl e , :.,nd G. ? . Foster, was appo inted to se cure the necessary 

articlbs and ha ve them made into "pant s , dra~ er s , e t c." to 

be sbi oped t o the Fort Bend soldiers . .nn add itional Cl42 was 

appr opr i ated De cember 20 , 1861 , to pay for shi pping the guns 

22 Ibid ., Book A, p . 225 . 

23 Ib i d ., Book A, p. 226 . 
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and clothing to Capta i n Holt . 24 

At a meEting of the Court, October 31 , 1 8 62, 3 . hl . Frost 

handed i n f 82? whi ch hAd beEn collect~d , s t &ting thut the 

amount was contribut ed to purch .s e clothing for Fort end 

County soldie r s t hen in hl'kans~s . The Court appropri ated 

an additionti l ~3 ,000 for the s ume cause . J . ~ . ~iller wus 

appointed o~roha sing agent to secure the clothing. 25 

The next mention of t he Court ' s action pe rta ining t o 

the soldiers w~ s in the ffi inut es of ue ce~ber 5 , 1864 , when 

the sum of C-500 vrns appropri at ed out of county funds for 

the purpos e of defr 1-1y i ng expens( s of packages sent by ci ti 

zens to their f riends i n the ur fily cas t of the l' i ssi s si pp i 
26 

River . 

The county r ecords cont a in no other it ens conce rning 

t he soldie r s unti 1 t he Court :!le t ·ay 13 , 1865 . At t hat ti rne , 

on petition of C. ,·· . Buckely 2.nd other cit i zens und t ax p t!.y 

er s , it ms ordered th~t Fort Bend County support a soldier 

home by supplying K. ~. Bes t wick, proprietor of Verandah 

Hote l, with a suff icient e.raount of provi sions to reimburse 

him for ne uls und lodg ings fur nished soldiers ut t went y- five 

cents e ach . ITe ,·:as r e 4uired to ket p a register of nwnes , 

cor.ur;~nd 3 , ena other re cords of the soldiers, ea ch of whom 

24 2.£.· cit . , Book A, pp . 232- 233 ; 236. 

25 Ibid ., (October 31 , 1 8 62) , page s not numbered . 

26 ~., (December 5, 1864) , page s not numbered . 
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we.s r e uired to se cure a ticket fro n, the c, ,unty treasurer 

fo r me al s and lodgings . D. K. Kinkl e ½ HS bU thorized to f eed 

horses belonging t o sold i er s cha r g i ng t hem t wenty - five cents 

for ea ch f eed , to be pe i d in cor n u t fort y cents per bushel . 

lie wa s ordered to keep a register a nd w:ike e. form ul re port . 27 

County Rel i ef During the Civil ,'lt3..r . As v ol untee r t.nli s t 

ments Rnd cons cr iptions cont l nuEd t o decree se the number of 

men in the c ounty , it bc c ~.me incrt-as ingly harder for so1:ie 

f amilies to s ecure t: l iving . Reli e f cmJ:li ittees were or ,a n 

i zed ~md money ,-.-e.3 ndva nc ed for the orovisi on s of ne edy f am

ilies . !v'. ay 22, 1862 , 11 . K. Davi s wus appointed s t he 

county ' s agent t o solicit and d i s tr ibut e contributions for 

thut pur~)Os e . The coun t y contri bt..ted i 1, 000 t o t h(; fund. 28 

In g iving a i d t o sold i ers ' f ~1ilies, t he Court wus 

gove rned by t he follo\;i ng rules: 

First , Court will obt a in the number of 1uerubers i n e a c h 
f ru-ii ly , sge , ::.: nd s ex . 

Second , amount of ille uns whi ch eac h family hos who is 
seeki ng a i d fro m county . 

Third , s n ullow!ln ce pe r mont h i n cas h to provide 
ne cessi ties of life Lllld in c~s e of s icknt3S furthe r 
sum o s j ust a nd nroper. 

Fourth , definit ion of .1. ffiil ily L 0 '.!fl s JJ.cthe:: , \' ife , 
tmd childrer. of s o ldi ers t oo young to ec a r r1 .support, 
no t h irel i ngs or pe rs ons who 1ri;.1y st 1.1 y a t horn~ . G9 

27 Ibid., (Kay 1 3 , 1865) , p ages not nu.~be r ed . 

28 J i nut ~s , Count y Court, Book , p . 228 . 

29 Ibid. , ( Septe :,,ber 2 , 18 62) , p &ges not nu.mbered . 



'78 

The County Court gave etlch month to every family a 

s um of money no t l ess then e i ght or more thun f or t y dol

l ar s , depending upon the numbcr of chi l dren in the f amily . 

The St at e , s upp l ementing the ef forts of the county, gave 

cotton o.nd wool ca r ds to the f amilies who we re una ble to 

pay for them. 

When the Court met July 25, 186:.S , it ~uthorized the 

county r elief c oIDr.'!i tt L€ , with R. I. Colder as agent, to 

pur chase cl oth i ng ma de in the Texas penitent i ary wi t h which 

to supp ly the f amilies of the s oldi t rs. Colder ' s purchases 

amounted to 1,929 . 20 . The clothing was del ivered to Chi t.. f 

Jus tic e C. H. Kendall f or distri buti on . 30 

In Se ptember I . H. Hand l e was appo int E: d by the County 

Court to supe rint nd collections f r om pl ant ers of Fort Bend 

County f or f , mi lies of the sold i ers . The count y tre us urer 

was authori zed to pa)· for se r vices r end~rbct . 31 

The Court procured 2250 pounds of s ugur in 1864 for 

the sc;me pur posE; . Half of thi s sugar -i.ms pur che.sed by the 

county for f i fty cents a poun~ . One barrel of molasses '• e. s 

donated by Kyl e and 'fe rry end wc1 2- d i s tributed, on6 -htl.lf ga l 

lon to e a ch family . 32 

30 Ibid . , (July 25 , 1863 ), psge s not numbered . 

31 Ibid ., (Sep t ember 30 , 1863) p page s not numbered . 

32 I bid ., (March 28 , 1864 ). pages not numbered. 
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In order to obtain mest for the s old iers' f amilies , 

the County Court agreed to pay $5 0 per he tid in Confede r a te 

St ate not es f or a suffic i ent number of be eves from s t ock 

r a iser s of the county, the beev~s to be butchered by Ple a

sants and Dav i s who wer e to ke ep recor ds of beeve s so 

slaught ered . Al l s toc kmen chee rfully signed the ~greement , 

ex cep t N. S . Jone s •1 ho refused up on the gr ounds t hat he was 

unwilling to allow any person t o take his be eves unless he 
33 wa s a long to point them out . 

This r elief policy wa s c ont inued throLghout t he war . 

J anu~ry 1, 1865 , the Bount y Court ordered Chi ef Jus tice 

C. H. Kendall to contra ct for and receive from t ax payer s 

a sufficient amount of wood , corn , me a l, t:nd pot at oes , t.tnd 

otter pr oduce for support of sold i ers ' f ami l i t:. s 3.nd to re 

ce i pt f or s ame i n payme nt of the spe c i al county t ax . The 

fo llowi ng r a tes were a llowed : 

Cor n per bushel--------- - --------- · 
Pork on foot---------------------
Pork per pound--------------------
Bacon-----------------------------
Beef on foot pe rhead-------------
Beef per pound-------------------
~ood per cord---------------------

. 40 

.05 

. 06 

. 12½ 
10.00 

. 0334 
3 . 00 

It was i n t h i s manner thf. t Fort Bend County supported 

the f amil i es of her men who enl i sted i n milit ary s er\"i ce . 

The records of the Adjutant General's office of Texas, 

which conta ined t he origina l muster roll s , were a estroyed 

33 Ibid ., (April 29, 1864 }, pages not numbered . 

34 I bi d ., (Januar y 1, 1865) , pages not numbered . 



80 

in the burning of the Capitol in 1888 . There ar e therefore 

no availabl e records to show how ma ny Den fr om For t Bend 

went to the Civil :lar. It ha s been estima ted , hov-. ever, th.:1t 

n i ne ty pe r cent of those bet \·,e cn sixteen and fifty we r e 

eit her in t he a ctua l service or so!!Je aux i l i ary \;ar work . 

One of t he mos t d i sti ngui £:h1:: a ef the Texas regi ments 

was t he Ei ghti eth Te= ~s , bett er known as "Terry ' s Tex~s 

Ranger s" . It s fi r s t col onel, Be~ j ~~ i n F. Ter r y of Fort 

Bend Count y , was kill ed a t J oodsonville , neer Bowling 

Gr een , Kentucky , i n t he f e.1 1 of 1 8 61. 

,Vhil e t heir hus bands went to s erve i n the e. r rc.y , the 

women of Fort Bend Co unty took char ge of all af fa irs both 

i n the home and on the f ar m. J ith the assist ance of the 

slave s , l i f e continue d mu ch a s us ual. Crops were r a ised 

and gathered, a nd both Negroes and whites were fed and clot hed . 

In additi on, the women knitted, ma de gur ments , and fil l ed 

boxe s to be s ent to the soldiers. 35 

I n a communication to 1~s. T . J . Hunter , President of 

the Ladies Aid Society of For t Bend Count y , da ted January 

26, 1863, the Se cond Regiment of Texas Volunt eer s give thanks 

for forty - f our pa i rs of woolen socks an d t hre e; woolen ne ck

ti e s . Other contributions we r e r eques ted to be left a t J . 

w. Hou se' s store to be f orwe.r de d . 36 

35 United Daught ers of t he Confed eracy , Tex~s Di vi si on, 
Directory, 19 22 , p . 118 . 

36 H. 1 . Bolton and E. C. Bur ker, , ith t he ~akers of Texas, 
p . 306, quoting fr om the Tri -~ly Tel egraph-.-
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Resp onding to this spirit of l oynlty , on ~arch 16 , 

18 64 , i n Ric hmo n d , the f ort Ben d County soldi ers p ledged 

tha t a s members of Comp e.ny ' , Pyr on ' s Reg i ment , they wo u l d 

r e enl i s t for the war , " regard l ess of the. dur ati on or c on 

se quen ces" , a nd tha t " they ~ou l d ne ver l ay down orms whi l e 

a fo e. found s helte r v1i thin the .::,outhern Bor d e r" . but 

woul d pr otect t he c ountry fo r 11 the good tha t niay res ult to 

unborn genere t i ons and f o r l ibe rty s nd fr eedom a l l over the 

wo r ld 11
•
37 

·:ihen news c ame o f Le e ' s c apitula ti on i n .-..pril , 1865 , 

the p eopJ £ -;,f Fo r t Bend· we r e ir.. favor of f ighting on . .'1. 

ma ss me l ting wa s held at Richmond in which res ol utions WE.. r e 

p as sed , in subst an ce us follovrn : 'r h a t under n o circumstances , 

a nd in n o event woul t the peo ple submit to the ir domi na t i n g 

end pe r f idl ou.:, enemi es , v:ho h t1ve " p l e. c ed an ocea n of blood 

bet~ e cn u s wh ich c an neve r be cross ed o r dr i ed ". They c ll ed 

upon the 80 ,000 s oldi e r s west of the 1:i3s is s i 1:p i to ste.nd 

firm, _. n d of <> ered o e qu i p 30 , 00 0 Ne gr oss " ho", the res o

l ution s 'l id , '' with t he a i d o f Go d , Kir by S'mi th Dnd Gener a l 

Mag r uder , would hold Tex~s" . · 8 

37 News Story , "Fort Ben d County Le t t e r" , The Hou s ton Tr i 
,, e (, k l y News , vol. _ II , ( ar ch 23 , 1 864f, p . 4 . --

38 C. R. ,.'he:.r t on, Hi s t or y of For t ~ County , p . 1 76 , 
quoted f rom the .-e e. kly Cons ti tution , · ugu s t a , Geor g ia , 
( J une 7 , 1865 ) . 



82 

The gellant sold i e r s of Fort Bend Count y h ct d foug ht 

for the "lost C<J us e " . .'any of thE.I:l lived t o sE-e the day , 

howe ver , wh en t hey ·e re g l ad t hey could t !ike " Ol d Glory" 

to the ir h earts aga in . ..,_g1:1in on th t::l f i E: l d of ba ttlo , Fort 

Bend County boys ?re tod uy p rovin£ tht i r r i ght to the in

her i t 1;1 n c e of "honor an d v e. lor". 

Cond itions a f ter the './s r . The Southe r n OonfEd er&cy h ~d gone 

down in defeat . Ge n e. rti. l Gordon Gre.nber ltmcied i n Ga.l ve s t on 

with a Feder 1:1l .r rny June 1 ~, 1 8 65 , On thttt duy he i ssue d a 

pro cLmiati on fr Ec ing the s l uves i n Texc1s . Th e Feder a l oc cu

p ation of t hb J t &t e was a t l a s t a reali t y , an~ ti comp any of 

Uni on sold iers was st a t ioned a t FU c!l!llond. . The Ne gr oe s , no 

l onger under re s tr&i n t , ~ppe!:.1.red i n crovie s on th~ strt- i:: t s 

a t the county 3e a t s i n ; i ng : 

Linco ln r ode t he; b i g blti ck borst:. ; 
Da v i s r ode t he mule . 
l i n col n \ ·u z d e n obl ellii..lll 
.:.nd Da vi s wuz de fo c l ! ~9 

Fo r t Bend County v,a s b an k r up t . She f a c ed c..D. ove: rturn 

ing o f her e c on0mic ~y s tem. Un:'or t una t e l y thE. s l av t::: s v,t: re 

f r ~e d orior to the be g i nn i n g of the Qlr t t on 9 i cking se~s on . 

Thi s fa ct created a n ew l a bor probl em for the p l ~nt ati Jn 

o·.-me r s who h · d de"'.'.>ende d e nti r ely up on 3l a ve l a bor fo r the 

-p r oduct ion of the ir c r ops. 'tihenever t hey co uld get them, 

39 Re c a l ed by Y: i 3~ Lav n i a Fer s of Richmond, Texas , v:ho 
was int erv i ewe d J un~ l? , 1 ~42 . 
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f ormer fil ast er s conti nued to use th~ Negroes e ither a s day 
40 

l aborers or as s hare croppers . 

Ho¾e ver , the newly fr ebd Negroe s were no ~ ~s innus 

tri ous as t hey hud bcE n in s l a very ti illes . Dr . George Feri s 

de s cribes t he new sys te;n of l abor thus : 

In a gr e at ma jority of ins t ances thE Negroes 
have ~crked li s tle s s ly hnd t o kill tirre ins te ad 
of gras s e.nd v:6eds . .• The exper i ment of white 
l abor ha s not been tried here . Great di s satis 
facti on i s e xpressed by the pl mt t r 3 e. nc but few 
would try the fegroe s another ye ur if they could 
do o the r w i s e . 4 

The liberated sl aves continued under the pro tection of 

t he Fr~e dlJ.len's Bure au . The people of the county , although 

defe ~t E.: d in b~ t l e , had not lost t · e i r spirit s and the 

clas hE.: s between the Fe d€..!.' tt l of f icers und the; citizens only 

ended wheu the :Su::.:~u• s Commis s ioner wa s fo rced to leave 

the county . , ·11110.m H . Rock, Sub - .Ass i st ant Commis sioner of the 

Bure au of Refugee s , Freedmen and AbJ.Ildoued lauds , l i ve d in 

the county about t wo und one - h c:i. lf y6 ars , during whi ch time 

he was reg&rded ~i th f avor by ne ~rly al l the citi zen3 . In 

their juagment , he had mad(~ better off i c~r th&n they ha d 

expe ct E:a . I t was regret tea thut hi s off i cis.l dut i e s com

ptl l ed him to as ;oc i at e with freedmen to th e e~clus i on of 

40 Eason J. Brev;r;_ r, Negro Legi s l a tors of Te:x: G. s , pp . 3 - 10 . 

41 Geor0e Fer i s , "Fort Bend County 0
, Tex as A.lmunac und 

St a te Industri al Guide , 1 865 , p . 1 0a . 
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whites . ,/hen the Bure au collapsed, hol', ever , Rock got into 

an a l ter cation with To~ Jher ~rd , a 1 egro, following whi ch 

he q~ietly l eft the com.ml.lllity, l eaving muny debt s due both 
42 

whites end blacks . 

Tr ouble with th e Fr ecdillen 's Bureau , clashes be t ween 

the fe deral offices illld county officiuls, and t he activities 

of t he Ku Klux Kl an af t er t he v:ar, would cons titute ti s epa

r ate chapter. It is enough to say tha t the county go vern

ment was under the cohtrol of the Negro vote until the "Jay

bird ~sso ci ation" was f ormed in 1888 . 

Though recovery C H.L ... e slm-Yl y , f ormer slave holders ad

j usted thems e lves evc ntue}l y t o fre e l cbor , ~nd t he Negro 

acquired scme not i on of responsibi lity. 

The Spanish .American ,· ar. ,ihen, in 1898, the United Stat es 

de cl ared wa r aga inst Spain, Fort Bend County aga in sus-

t a ined her reput ation for going to the def ense of the country. 

"ihen President i' ill i um l~cKinley issued a cal l for volunt eers, 

numerous young men of Fort Bend County proved their loyalty 

to the .dlllerican flag and joine d the compani es being formed 

in Houston. They became members of the First Texas Volunteer 

Cavalry and trained at Fort Mabry and Fort Sam Houston . 

Among them were 'ia jor A. E. Peareson, Sargeant Major 

42 O. H. Kendall, "A True History of the Last Ku Klux Out 
r age at Ricbmond" t Houston Deily Times, vol. IV, 
(January 14, 1869/, p. 2. 



8 5 

R. L. Rans on , Private s He nry R~nso~ , Don ~ld Robinson , J . 

I rving Nichol s qnd H. Davi s . The For t Bend County me n, 

with the ex ception of Henry Ransom, di d not r each the s cene 

of war due to its s hort dur tl ti on. ii . H. De. vi s i s the only 

living ve t er an. He r e call s t b.s. t ther e v,ere other Fort Bend 

County men who j oined the Fir s t and Se cond Texas Inf antry, 

but no cou~t7 re 0ords we r e ke pt and no da t a are &vaila ble . 43 

The ·,forld ?iar J. 1:.'hen the war began in 1914 , r:10st of the 

Fort Bend County peo pl e wer e neutr al in sent i ment . They 

only hope d it would not l ast long . Gradually , popular f eel

ing began to turn agtlins t the Centr a l Powers, especia lly 

Ger many , and this fe Eling greVJ so intense that by the begin

ning of 1917 the greater purt of the people were in f avor 

of our entr ~nce into th e war . The citi zens of For t Bend 

County \.1er e never indiff erent to th e genEr a. l demands made 

upon them by the conflict after the Uni ted Stat e s be came 

di r ectly i nvolved . They did their part in contributing men 

and money . I n addition to the many called into s ervice 

thrc l:gh t he s ele ctive draft, several hundred volunt tiri l y 

j o ined the navy, the tl r my, or the ir cor ps. No se p& r ate 

compenie s v;ere f or med of Fort Bend County s oldiers; they we re 

s cattered awong regi me nts tilld divisions . The i r mi l it ci.r y r e cor ds 

ar e ftVft i labla nt any t ime !:ind will become r..:.ore corup l e te yeer 

43 I nf orm 9. t i on or let ter , • H. Davis, Bi g Jprings , Texas, 
(June 28 , 1942 ). 
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a f te r ye a 1~ . u ite the oppo8 ite i s true of thE record s o f 

the v.-ork done a t hom6 by those ._,; o d i d no t enter t tic t ruc,d 

forces . RE c ords h ave beE:n a cst roy t:d , an c:. lle\ !Sp up e r s c:. re 

inco1t .1 let c , s o thet it i s i mposs ible to prep ure a c omplet e 

account of any of the var tiwe ~ctivitie s. However, fr om 

thE:. day th~t war w::1 s de clar ed , Fort Be nd County begen to 

org1 .ni7.e for v-o rk. 

1n Accord a nce. ~•.,i th th t :el e c t i v~ Dr aft · ct, For t Bend 

County ' s dr aft bo :1rd -.,.-,~ s set up, compo s e d of G. C. Baker, 

Jr . , John~!. Moore , a nd Dr . J . :' . Lay , ul l of Rj c hmond . 44 

Moore re s i gned ·_md R. Hogan took h i s pl a c e ; Dr . Lay re -

sign ed 'l.Ild Dr . J . 8 . Yate s of Rosenberg t ook hi s ) l &c E: . 

Dr . J . C. Johnso n of Richnond v1a s v ery cooper at i ve in a s 3 i st 

ing vith ex :ifil: n ..1 t ions of th e dr afte es. 45 

The Fort Bend County Co ~ncil of De f ens~ w~s organized , 

JulJ 23 , 1 91 7, a t a mee ting h5ld ctt the courthouse . l ,em

bers ch o sEr. we r e : D. : • Pear es::m , ,1 . P . Ge or ge , .illd J. 

Kov,. r , Ri ohmo::id ; :.3 an:. Poorrr.an , Kat y ; C . :~ . Chernoskey a nd 

C. Y. . Lt e , no sen erg ; E . I! . liu._;g ins , Ful:=,he~.r ; mu . Robinson , 

46 
Missouri City . 

6 

44 Nevrs ite:n , ''Texas :::xe·pt ion BoDrd nnr:ounc £; d", The iioust n 
Pos t , vol. '-:X:X:I , (June 28 , 1 17) , p . 5 . 

4 5 Intervi ew , G. C. Bake r of Richmond , .. -!ar ch 3 , 1942 . 

46 Interview , D. R. Peer c!? on , • ichmond , :March 3 , H)42 . 
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On Febru1:1ry 1 2 , 1 91 3 , u mi l i t ti.ry ~oc.:.nd ll ee of the 

Council of il6fense c ompostd of C. K. Lea , ..J . J . .. ins t on, 

D. ~ . Pe are sou , &n d ,-. . F . George 1-ip pEa1red bef o re the Com

ruis s i oner ' s Cou rt t o obt a i n funds for county prot tct ion . 

Th~ Court se t ns idE ~2 , 500~ the gcner ~l fun6 to b~ 100 

ii' inc hc3ter ~li flE:s , 30 - 30 ,i!odel , 1894 , togtt h1:1r with be lts 

Hnrt 1 5 , 000' rounds of ammuru.tion . 47 

:-:e pte 1. ·01::r 8 , 1 9 :3 , f ·Jurt een woneu of t hE> cu unt r es

ponded to the C9l l sent out by t he o u . .nt y Ch1:t i rma n of the 

Council of Defens e a t the request of t he governor, invit 

i ng the; p u. t:riotl c wcncn of 1,he c oLJ1ty to mt:e t ~t the court 

h0use . ht the rae e t ing ~ h ich ens u e r, , &n auxil i ct r y org un i za

ti on wa s perfc ct 1:d t o -vork i n conjunction with the F o r t 

Be nd County ~ounc ll of Defen se . The fol l owing m~mbers wer e 

e l ected to offi c e : 

}/.rs . .F' . ,l . 11 cKey of ~osenbe r g , : h ,.lirmr..n 
rs . J . G. John son of Richmond, Vice Chairman 

Hrs . ,iill ·.,ade of ?ul s heti:..·, 3e c •)n d Vice Chairman 
4 8 Mrs . G. Gl oeckner o f Ro s enberg , St cre t a ry-TrE: a sure r 

t this time , unaer i n s truct ion s fro fil the St ate Council 

of Def ense , th e Fort Bena County Counci l of Defense organi

zed a Com:~u ri ity Council of De fense i n every s c b ~ol d i s t r ict . 

It wA.s de t e r r .. i ne d, s a i d those res-oons i b l £ f or t h e meet ing , 

4 ? ?~inut e s, Com.?.i ssioner s ' Court , Book "'~ , p . 38 ? . 

48 ;' ews i t en; , ""Nomen ' s Commi t te6 h as Been Org,m i zed" , The 
Rosenberg Her,.,ld , Vol '?I , (.Sc' ptc!!;.ber l,j , 1~18 ), p . 5 . 
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"to do whAt t he Ka i s er h <1 d insi s ted coul d r..ot be done in 

t his country , t o s o thor oughly org&ni zt the people t.h u ~ 

they woul d be jus t as effici ent in wo r work R S t he ~ i !:1 ia 

end that ea ch i nd ividua l wi ll r e ali ze t he i m9ortance of 

ea ch one' s p :1rt B.S a we. r worker . 11 49 There af t er al l kind s 

of wer work was car r ied on thr ou gh the ooupe r ati on of the 

Com.111unj ty Council s of Defense . They automt! tic !:i l ly dis 

so l ved whe n the wer ended . 

By St::p tember, 1 918 , Lega l h.d vis ory Boards were e s t ab

J i shed whc- as s i s t e C: reg i s tr&nts to answer t he ir ques t i on

na i re s . They ,,_,e re composed of t he fo l lowing c i t i zens : 

At Richmond : Vi . L . Davi dson , F . 1:i . C. Fenn , C. Mi nkwitz , 

E. D. Bell , J . D. Newell , T . Hannan , E. C. Far mer , Torn Dars t, 

J. 1 . • Gi bson , d . J. ~l. cFarlane , E. P . Dar s t, Dr . R. Pe ar e son , 

At Simont on : h . M. ~ itchell , T . L. Uull i ns , T , J . Hicks. 

t Rosenberg : E. E. Chernos ky , E. O. Schulz, F . X. J oerger, 

Alvin Downen , Lee t.:ey~r, G, T . Snedec or, A , :B. , Pleak. 

At Sugar I ~ n : A. M. Waugh, S . G. Deatheridge, C. A, Dirks, 

i . T . El drige , J r , ;~t ~-'. i s s ouri Ci t y : .E . R. Robins on , A, J, 

Ad ams . At Be asley: M. L. Speed, George B. Hutchings . 

At Kat y : J . E. Cobines s , M. c. .. obert s , B. --i. , Everts . At 

OrchArd : Fr ed ,emp, .,ndr ev, Q,u i nn , ,iill Woos t er . At Ne ed -

vi lle: Rud olph 3aca , Ed Re isinger, :Se n Ge ick , . F , Zick, 

1'/ , J. Otto . At Fa i rchilds : Frank ,'al ent a , St ephen Va cek . 

49 Ne\': s i tsm, "Corumunity Council s of Defense Formed" , The 
Rosenberg Here. ld , vol. VI, (Sept €mb€ r 1 3 , 1 91 8 ), ~4 . 
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J-.t Guy : A. J. Hort on , S . B . Pes r ci. . i..t Thump~(Ja ; J . \I . 

H<Jrr.pil , / , H. Herz g . ,' t Clodine : Jo£ T~rr:.us . .,t Boo t h : 

T . G. Sp eed , Ii' . I. Boot h , !,.t Ful shc.r : E . h'. . E11ggtns , 

John !.~Ry e8 , ,! . J . ·,,ade . --t Kr asn e. : B . J . Du s ek , J oe 

Crige r . 
5(5 

The Fort Brnd County ch!lpt 13 r o f th e r-.meric !ln Red Cross 

w.q s orgF.mi zed on W.e y 2 , 1~ 7 , by ,•:::n . M. Bn-.: t e r, 1~ane. ge r of 

t he Mi dwe • te r n Divi e a n . The fol l owi ng of f ic Ers we~ e elect ed: 

Judp;e C. H. Chern0sky , Ch9 irma n ; Mrs . J, C. Joh..rison , Vice 

Cha i r rne.n ; ~fr 8 . W. H. Hi n 3on , Se cre t a r y ; T • . • ·· 7essendor f f , 

~rea surer; D. R. Pe ~r e s on , F ine nce Ch ai rm8n ; Mrs . J enn i e 

'./Jes . endorf f , Ch3.irm!:'ln of roduct i cn ; l trs . Hel en Fl3.rmer , 

Cha i rman of . ur~ ic 3l Dress in~s ; Mr ~ . F. M. O. Fenn, Ch a ir-

man of 51 ublic ity . 

The Fort Bend County Re d Cr os s Chs p t er secured the s £r

vi ces of ~ i ss J a ne Bl ~i 3de 1 u s Se cret ~ry of the Soci a l s~r

vic e ·ork in 3eptembe. r , 1919 . ,3he held t hi ~ position for 

52 
ove r s. ye ar. 

E. A. ~eden of Hous ton, Food Adm' n i strator f or Te xs s, 

perfect e d his permanent o r 1-ran i z .qt_ on in J a nu '-l ry, 191.3 with 

c ounty f o od Rdm i n i s tra t o rs in each c ounty in the St ~te . W. 

5b llmounc ement, "Legal ·,d vi s ory Bo P. rd" , The Rosenberg 
He r ti ld , vo l . VI , (Sept ember 27 , 1 918J,p. 1 . 

61 Intervi ew, 1irs . ·;: . H. Hins on , Richmond , (April 11, 1941 ). 

52 Nev-;s i t ern , "R~d Ca,os ::. Ne•,..;s 11
, The .rlo senberg He r ald , vol . 

VII, (September 19 , 1 919 ), p . 6 . 

_J 
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J . 1''.eininge r of :1o sEnberg vrn. s appo inted for l' ort Bend Coun 

t y . Throu~ h h i s effor t s t he c ounty W9. S Sl:i id to ha ve be en 

the f ir8t in the Unit e d .:i t fa tc.s to g i ve up the u se of flour 

wh en the country w~1s called upon to s a ve f ood for the so l 

dier9 . 

"iberty Day" in 1 918 wus no t obs e rved as a holiday 

in Ro ~e nber~ . Busines s m s pu s h, d with the usua l vi go r 

until 5 : 30 P . ~1. , when withou t a ny spe e ch making , t:1 c a r 

which vras dec o r .:i. t ed ~v ith va r ious •:rnpropri c1.te r.;1ott oes ;a s 

lo a d ec.: , .. i t h flour by t b e Ros onber~ h i gh s chuol boys. Two 

d sys l q e r the c ci r re ~ched Camp LoP;en 11t :~ouston c:: n d v• a s 

r e ceived by Li eut e n c1n t Chas . 3 t :: lsburr; in ch, r g e of Bcike ry 

Co!!ipo ny l 'ur~ber 34 . It v:a s es tiwated th,.1 t 1 50 ,000 ba rrels 

of fJ our wt1.s s ent to :.iy c umps th •1t d ,iy from Fort Be nd 

53 
County . 

~hen Food -~ • in i ~t rAtor ? eden ca l led for a ssi3t ~nce in 

r r obinB the h i g h cost of living i n 1919 , he r ece ived h is 

fi r st r es:J::mse fr o'!. Fo t :Send Connty . ,i . J . ~ e i ninger of 

Rosenbe r ~ , County Food . . cimini s tr :it or , sent in the n :-,me s of 

h:i s r · ce det e r i-:-i n i ng co:.illli. t t c c whi ch be c ame t h e f ir s t to 

be announc e d in the s t ate. It ~as composed of R. F . Ra nson 

s n d 1'!r . • T . B. ··,'essen dorff of Ric hmond ; ', : . J . Otto of Ne c:d

vill e; J . J . Zube r , ;~be D1:1ily, Ch~s . Hollman , Tom OolEruan, 

~-3 Nc1·,s i t cr., , "Port Bend Sends Flour'1 , The Rosenberg Her -
a 1.a.., Vol. V, (1:ay · , 1 ~18 ), p . 1. 
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• Che rnosk , 6nd Mr s . LE f IT . ~eyer of · 02eilbt r g . 

The p e op l6 of Fort 3&n County .wo;;.; t 11 f inaI1ci a de 

m~nds pl · ced ~pon the~ tc c :use o f th~ w~r . Fiv ~ Lib~rty 

Lo ·m Drives \"Crc cor.d uct e d. n. Fo.:;:- t Bend. Gol•~t - durinr the 

· ... ,: r y ea.r3 a nd in ouc h ln.s t , .. nc c the ::uota as si gned t he c ou n 

t y w<1s o v c.:r· - .~ t,b-;; c r i bed . Ch :;, 3 . I..€:n · es Coun t~· Ch ::. i r- 1'1) .-n . 55 

·.-he n 19 ke:.c , o :ub ::.- cI' be ~;: ·7 ,160 in .ls. r Jwint, : t · 1~H , 

they ~ub~crite d ~ ~r , ~oo. 5 6 

Dur i ns the w1r thEre ~e r e mcny ~e rai - c f~ ic i ~l or ~~ni -

the 3oldier 1 :i the c .. ps i n the United 3t ~t e3 :,n d ..:. bro ud . 

I n the f 2 1 of 191 S , 'J' o:r; B. D&r:3 t ' s Coun y Cha i rm.'ill of 

the 3a _ va t ion .rmy ·,;ork · n Fort Be nd ,.,ou:it y . EL r a i :36d the 

c oun t y ' 3 ouot c o f S5 o. 5 7 

i hen th J ~911 went out i n 1 ~19 fo r ccney to suppor t 

French e r _ ~n3 , Fort Be nd Count y col lec t ed t ?03 . Th i s was 

sent to tb ~ •:-:utho r i t i cJ by !:~r s . .D . R . Pe::J"c ::, on , County 

Ch::iir::11 .::. n for t h a t ·. o rk . 58 

54 nnnowDC ,;Ilient , "Fort Send .. g 3. in F i :::; t ir. St a t e to .i.IlS\, e r 
c~1 1 r1 , The Ro s enberg llera l d , vol. VII , ( rtugust 22 , 
19 . S ) , :p . 1. 

!55 News it eru , ·• ~epo rt s o f t~e Fifth i bErty ' o ;..n", 'r he Ro
SEnb e r g Her a ld , vol. VI , ( 1~ay 16 , 1 91 9 ), p . 5. 

5 6 :Nev.-s it em , " Ov Er t he Top Aga in" , l.QiJi,., (Jul y 5 , 1 918 ) , p . l. 

5 7 !-:cws ·t cm , " Abo u t t h ut ..3a l vnt i on .i.rmy "1.uo t u " , Th e Ro .,,._ n 
be r 1, Ha r ti. l d , •10 • VII , (July }l , 1019 } , ;, . 2-. -

58 News i t eru , "French Orphons" , The Hous ton Post , v ol . XXXIII , 
(J un u ~ry 5 , 1 91 9 ) , p . 5 . 
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Armisti ce Ce l ebrati on . November 11, 1918 , wa s a red

l etter d;_;y in Fort Bend County . ·,:hen v,ord of the ,u>mis -

tic e wa s r e ce ived ~ . C. Czigan of th e osenbers Ice and 

Li ght Company i mme di a tely t ouched the s iren fir e whi st le 

and pat r i otic citi ze ns c aught the wh i s tl e ' s meaning a nd 

rushed to Main Street . Fl ags we re unfurled , a holid ay Wti S 

decla r ed . Every pl a ce of bus ine ss w~s clos ed and the peo 

ple as s embled around a quickly i mpr ovi sed speaker ' s stand 

occupi ed by Mayor Taylo r Ray , Rever end John Garret, Jud ge 

J . C. Ch~rnosky , County .·ttorney F . X. J l- erger , and Ch::. rJfS 

Le a . Ea ch made s Lort talks . Schcrl. children att ended in 

a bo dy and opened the exerci s es by singins " ;.merica" . The 

Rosenberg band pl ayed pa triotic numbers . The d :::..y was given 

to appr opr i at e re cognit i on of the close of the l on[ per i od 
59 of war. 

The citi zens in Richmond like·., i se ce l ebrated the duy . 

Eve~y s tore clo se d , a big patrioti c par ade he aded by whit e 

and Ne gro schoo l children f ollov,ed by tiutos with horns blow

ing , mar ched through the streets to the shrill cry of whis 

tle s 8nd the ringin5 of bells . The pe opl e guthe red at the 

hi gh school audit orium where u patr i otic mt- eting was held. 

Judge D. R. Pe a r e s on und Re verend F . T . Clark were s peake r s . 

The ladie s uxi l i c: r y of the Ep i s cop a l Church he l a ti pr t.iyer 

59 Nev;s s tory, "The Dawn of Pe a ce" , The • osenberg He r ald , 
vol . VI , (November 15 , 1918) , p . 1 . 
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s er vice et Calvary church and et ni ght a t hnnks giving pray

er service of all cre€ds was held a t the .Uethodist Chur ch. 60 

Americ an Legion~- On Fr i day night , January 23, 1 931, 

a t the court house in Richmond, there was a rri eE. ting of Legion

a ires of Fort Bend County for the purpose of electing offi 

cers for the newl y organ i zed Post known a s the Fort Bt nd 

County Post, Number 2 71 . Twenty- nine men be came chart er 

ILembE:rs . Sam Nordhousen of Ri chmond wa s unanimous ly ele cted 

as Co1JllHiuder . Other off icers electe d ..,-.,ere : A. Reyno l ds, 

Ad j ut ant; H. iJ . Gabitsch , Service Off i cer; H . T . Morgan , 

Chupl a i n ; E. O. Bend er, Li a ison; A . Kohutek, 3&r g E: ant - at 

Arms; T. Stre1uple , Hi s torian . In 1919 there was a Legion 

Post i n t he county n b..l!led for Quentin Roosevelt, but it 

disbanded due to l a ck of interes t . 61 

The Post noVI h !;,s a membe rship of e i g hty- s i x men. In 

1936 l and was l e e.s ed f r oill tbe Stat e and a $1,000 ''Legi on 

Hut" was built on a tri angul c.r p iece of ground west of 

Ros enberg where t he thre e hi ghways 1 eot. The building i s a 

t wenty- f our foo t by thirty- six f oot log ca bin. The Legion

aire s furni s he d t he l abor and Ted Stremp~ l acted as fore -
62 man . 

60 Nev/S s t ory, "Richmond Celebrate s All Day", The Houston 
Post, vol. ::XXII , ( November 12, 1918), p. "1'5. 

61 

62 

News it e.w , " American Legi on 
Texas Co1-1s t er, vol. ·axvI , 

ost Is Organ i ze d", The 
(Januar y 30, 1931), p . 1. 

News item, "New Home of .nmerican Post to Be Dedica t ed" 
The Rosenberg Hera ld, vol. XLIII , (September 3, 19 6 ), 
p . 1 . 
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Ameri can Legion Auxiliary. In May, 1931 , ?.:r s . urtha 

,foods of Hous ton ass ist ed in organi z i ng a Legion Auxili ary 

of fourte en ohtlrter members when t he f ollowing offi cers 

were elec t ed: 1'.rs . E. o. Bend {., r , President; Mrs . H. Y. 

Roddy , 3ecre t ary-Tr easurer; llrs. Ted Strempel, 3ar geb.llt

at-Arms ; Mrs . li . 1i . Gabi t zsch , Fi rst Vice Pr es ident; kr s . 

w. Danklefs , Chaplai n ; Miss ·arie 3chultze, Histor i ~u . 63 

The auxi l i ary is act ive in al l civic and war work and 

stresses rehabi liat i on . It g ives an honor medal to the 

outst and i ng s tudents in the affi l i at ed s chools of the 

county ea ch year. 

63 News i tern , "Auxi l i ary to .t'.meric an l.egi on Is Orgunized" , 
The Texas Coa ster, vol. XXXVI , (May 1, 1931), p . 1. 



CHAPl'ER V 

DEVElOP:{ENT OF T • .AN3?0RT ATION 

A maj or problem during the early history of Fort 

Bend County was tha t of transportation . The people had 

the alternative of a wat er r oute by way o f the Br azos 

River to Br azor i a and Galveston or ~n over l and trip to 

Houston . 

River Navigati on. Mrs . Dilue Har r is tells that in June , 

1836 , her father and other men who had cot t on on the banks 

of t he Br azo s buil t a flat - boat to ship t heir cotton to 

Brazoria . She als o writes how p l anters on both sides of 

the river assembled cotton ut William Little ' s plantat i on 

where t he s te amboat, "Yellowstone," would come for it , and 

how on other occasions cotton v,as t aken on r afts t o Brazoria . 1 

By 1 840 much interest as bei ng taken in establishing 

regul ar ste amboat trips on the Br azos . The Telescope of 

April 4, 1840, pr i nts t he following : 

Represent atives of owners of the British ship 
"Ironsides " now lying at Galveston visited Ri ch
mond on Thursday to es t ablish a steamboat to run 
from Galveston to Grace' s Re t r etit on the Br azos . 
The boat 1s to be made of iron , to draw only t wo 

1 r.~rs . Dilue Har r is, "Reminiscences" , The ¼uarterly . 
Texas St ate Hi s t orical hS sociation , Vol . IV, 
(J anuary , 1901) , p . 179 . 



fe et of wat e r with a full curgo-- 200 bales of 
cot ton . Mr. Powel l , .' ill own one - half hirr.self; 
the other one - half t o be disposed of i n shtirbs 
of $500 each, limi ted to f ift een . 2 

In 1843 a Hous t on paper states : 

The steamboat "1:us t ang '' is now running a s a 
regul::.r puckct between Washingt on a~d Gulve3-
ton , and makes trips t wice a month . 

96 

Se vera l months l ater this same p aper cited t he ad

vant ages of a direct ro ad from Hous ton to the Brazos River. 

It pointed out t hat in we t weather t he produce had to be 

sent to Galves ton by steamboat at a cost of fr om one to 

two dollars per hundr ed pounds . The i ncreased freight 

char ge resulted in an incre ased cost for the con:.Jodities 

delivered in Houston. The pr ice of butter was increased 

from seven and ten cents a pound to t hirty- five and forty 

cent ~ a pound; corn that had been selling for t hi rty cent s 

a bushel was r a is ed to a do llar; pot atoes that were thirty 

cents were seventy- five cents per bushel; beef that formerly 

sold for two cents per pound was f our cen t s . 4 

Since t his newspaper art icle seemed to have little 

effect on the trBde to Ga l ves ton furth er criticism was con

tinued in 1848 . Houston me rchants sent dil ~pidated s t eruu

boats into the Brazos River and allowed them to siLk in order 

2 

3 

4 

l':ews it em, Tel escooe , Vol. II, (April 4 , 1840 ), p. 2. 

News item, The Tel e 1.2raph , Vol. VIII, ( ·arch 2~, 1843 ), p .3 . 

News item, " New Road ", Telegraph and Texas Register , 
Vol . VIII , (Novembe r 1, 184~) , p . 2 . 
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to pr Event nAvi ~ati on of the river . A unanimous dec la 

r ation aga i ns t such abuses was publ i shed i n the paper a t 

~aR hington , TexRs , ~nd wa s s i gned by citi ze ns of thirtee n 

count it s borde ring the Brazos. Fort Be nd County was a 

s i gner of t his declar a t i on. 5 

The trade whi ch had been ca r r ied on by stebmbo at to 

Gal vest on suff erEd •:1th t hs lov, s t uge of the r iver in 18 51 . 

A communi c!:! ti on fr om an u:..ilrn ov n Ri chmond corr c s pondtnt 

st ated tha t for t wo months the s t eamer s, "Br a zos" and "itt:tsh

ingt on" , we r e l e. id u p 3.Ild that Richmond was cut off from 
6 

all v,ater co:-.m:unic a t ion f or t he pre 3ent. 

The 3t a te Legi s l at ur e t ook mutters in hand and p as ,ed 

act s approved on August, 1, end 23 , 1856 , 'v\" h ic h appr opri 

nt ed the sum of $50 ,000 for i mp rovi ng the navi gation of the 

B ,... R ' 7 r azo"' . 1ver . On Nove.niber 1 9 , 1 8 56 , Tholila s B. Howard and 

249 other Fort Bend cit i zens petitioned the Commi ss i oners 

Court t o appropr i at e it s pro r ti t a s hare of ~31 2 5 which would 

be a dded to t he St a t e's t", ppropr i at ion in clE.~ning out the 

Br azos . 

185 7 . 8 

The c ourt gr Bnted the r eque s t and work began in 

5 

6 

7 

8 

"A De clar at ion of Prote s t " , The Te xa s tianger and Br azos 
Guard, vol . II, (J anue ry 16 , 1 84Y), p . 21 

Ner;s it E-n , ".i chmond"~ Gal ve s t on 1/eekly News, vol. VI II , 
(Sept ember 2 , 1851), p . 2 . 

H . . 1 • • Gammel , La\'J S of Texlis , vol. IV, pp . 427 - 4 - 1 ; 
464 - 466 . -- -

Uinutes, Commi s 3i oners Cour t, Book A, pp . 1 ~4 - 1 25 . 
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The boat l andings in Fort Bend County were given in 

1857 as Bi g Creek , Haters, Ri chmond , Gaston, and Randon. 
9 

Most of these were pl ant ati on l andings. 

The use of ste amboats must ha ve been discontinued by 

1895, a ccord i ng to a Richmond reporter who stated : 

There is enough water to f loat a steambo at, but 
there is no bo at. The "Belle Sulphur" , Ma jor 
Cartwel ' s boat, i s sti l l up the river never hav
ing made a trip. These attempts to prove the 
Brazos suscept abl e to profit able navigation are 
likely to result only in great cost to the ex
perimenters. r5azos navigation has obvi ously got 
the n i ghtmare. 

Freighting and Hi ghways . While many citizens were using 

the water r oute to Brazoria and Galve s ton, other citizens 

we re "waggoning" And "freighting" overland to Hous ton . 

This busines s of frei ghting began in ear ly coloni al days 

and reached considerable proport ion s during the period of 

the Republic and early s t a tehood. Regul ar r out e s wer e tra

versed by ox- te a.ms peri odic ally. Ferries were used instead 

of bridges . John V. Morton , J ames 11 . Thompson and Pas cal 

P . Borden were l icensed t o keep the fir s t ferries at Rich

mond, Thompson Cro ssing , and Bordentown , respectively. The 

li cense fe e was fift een doll~r s f or a year. 11 

9 D. E. E. Br aman, Information about Texas, p . 164. 

10 Editorials, "Richmond", Tr i-Weekly Telegr aph, vol . Ii , -
(February 9, 189 5 ) , p.~ 

11 Informati on obt a ined from Li cense Record, Book A., 
(1838), p . 1, County Clerk's off ice. 
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The ferries were probably Ctibl e affairs , since that 

was the kind usually ope rated in t hose days . The following 

s chedule of prices was used in - ort Bend County in 1838 : 

Fol' 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 
For 

each 4 wheel c~rri ege , l aden, 50¢ per whe Ll. 
ea ch 2 wheel carr i ~ge, l tiden, 50¢ per whe~l . 
each 4 wheel C-rri age , unl :iden, 25¢ per v1heel . 
e ach 4 whe el pleasure carri age , 25¢ per wheel. 
each 2 whee l plea sure c rri age, 251 p6 r wheel . 
e a ch 4 wheel De erborn wagon , lo ade ~ , 25¢ per whe el. 
each 4 whe el Dearborn w~gon , unloaded , 1 2½¢ per whe ~l . 
ench mti. n and hors e , 25 1 . 
e nch l one ~an , 12¢ . 
ea ch separ ate horse or ox , 12¢ . 
a ll unbroken c ut t le , 6i¢ per head . 
e ll she ( p, hogs, goets , 2¢ per head . 

It was t he duty of the f errymun to cr os s all persons 

applying to him at all times betwe en dayl i ght e.nd nine 

o ' clock in the e.: vening , or between daylight 1.;.nd dark when 

dr iftwood was running . 'i.1len he crossed after dark , the 

price was " conventi on ~l'' , which usua lly meant double fe r r i-
1 2 

age betvte tn d ark and ni ne o'clo ck . 

The Ol d Richmond Road whi ch turned off f r ori1 .3outh 'ain 

8treet of that town c ,_~rri ed the t:r nffic of Fort Bend Cot...nty 

and t he Brazos "bottoms" acr oss the Colorbdo Ri ver to 3an 

tonio and other 9oints on the frontier . 

Roads wer e kep t in repa ir by overseers who were ap 

pointed by the County Court . Every man between the ages of 

t went y - one und sixty ye ars was re qui r ed to do h i~ s hera cf 

work or hire u substitute . 13 

12 ?~inutes , County Court , Book , p . 3 . 

13 I nterview , \'.' . L. Kesbitt , ColUillbu.s , Texas , ' ay 2, 1942 . 
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To me e; t t he needs of t he St ate f a rr.is of For t Bend 

Count y , Capt a in • J . (Buck) Flanagan , the manage r of 

Centrs.1 - !lal em St ate Farm , built a bridge a c r oss the 

Br azos River bt a co s t of onl y f ifty cents i n money . 

This small ~mount was s pent for bui ling wire . Convicts 

cut t he t i mber fo r t he br i dge end t he wire ~es used to 

t ie it toge ther. The bri dge was used to haul f ire wood 

from the fo r est on t be wes t bank of t he river to the tree

less prison f arm on the eust bank . 14 

The produce of Fort Bend County f o1md n re ady market 

with t he ~ uston merchant s . Ox wagons wended t heir t o ~l 

s ome way t o it s mt. r ts . Je sse Zi egl er des cr ibes the s ct::nf:: S 

which chsnged only slight ly unt i l wagon f re i ghting gave 

way t c rai lroads : 

ThE>y ceme i n gre c.:. t c t1 r avans, windi ng i nt o t he city 
l ike a long snake , comr) osed not i r,.f'rc ½uently of 
a hundr ed or more waeons drawn by long t e tilils of 
huge , unwi eldly oxen, or Dulti - span3 of mules . 
The wagons ,:ere loeded a c cor ding t o t he product 
cf t he givE>n co~Dmli.nity : cott on , hi des , bee m·1ti.:x , 
pl ant ati or. ri.1ol li 3s es , s ugar c ~:ne , e tc . The old 
Kentu cky rifle was c. fixture !:tCros s t. he knee of 
the driver ; th e rnt n who tramp ed :.. l ongside the oxen 
carr i ed t heir pi s t ols and bo1nie knives f or hunt ing 
a long the uay . By t he t iwe t he wagons ur rived i n 
Hous t on , they ' ~re fes tooned wit h '1-lild turkeys , 
squi r rels , rabb i ts , ven i s on , und occ asi ondlly ti 

bl ack be ar • . l way s t here i r 4ilea al on~ the in
evit abl e l ong e1:1red hound . 5 

14 Dick Vaughn , "The Land of Sug1:1 r " , The Houston ~ . 
Vo l. 'CXIII , (:r-;ovember 21, 1933) , p. 16. 

15 J es s e Ziegl er , ivave of lli ~' pp . 10-11. 
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Every town h E: d its "wago n y urd " Hhe r c, tra ve lers 

mi ght l ee.ve the ir co v e red V1ugons .. ~1cl l i vtS a to ck to be 

ca red for , or i f they p r eferred they .n i ght mc1k e Ct..Illp on 

the ope n p r a irie . 

Duri ng thE l us t yea rs of t he ep ubl ic a nd the first 

ye a r s of' enrly st a t ehood, s t age cos. ches r un with sol.Jle 1eg -

u l a ri t y between the most i llip ort an t citiEs . Th e s t a~ e 

left Housto n for Richmond e very Monday morning and for the 

return tr i p it l ef t Richmond every Saturd ay morn ing . The 

f are e a ch v,s_y was i ?. 00, all baggage ove r t wenty- five pm.i.Ild s 

being charged for a t the ret6 of f ive cent s per pound . 

~s f a r b a ck s s 1 836, the ~ongr Ess of the Re publ i c of 

Te xas psssed a l aw mak ing it the d uty of the Commi ss i oners 

Court s to open publ ic ro a ds , desi gna~ing them ~s fir s t , 

se co nd , or third cla s s. These count y r oads were ke pt up 

by t he r.1en who l i ve<l ne ,::. r theIL , un ov c: rse e r being a ppo inted 

to sup Ervise such ,'.'Ork . The e c. r ly roa d s in Fort Bend County 

we r e l li i d o ut by tbe Colllluissioners in ea ch p r cinct, ::.nd 

"workt d" by the c i t i zens .
1 6 

This p l :... n v:as co ntinue d until 

1909 when a n a ct b a spe ci .s.l sessL:m of the Legi s l e.tur e 

pern,i t t.t-d su.bai visi uns c f t he t a te to iss ue bonds for h igh 

way lrni ld ing and ro ad i u J ro vur.er,t •
1

? Unde r t t.is l aw ro t:1.d 

precincts ~•e re 1 i d c ut in Fo r t 3end County . Pr a ct ically 

16 ~ i nutes of the C0unty ~ou r t, Book · , p . 6 . 

17 Revi s ed Civ i l St atues ~ S~ ate Q.!_ Texa s, vol . 1, 1 925 , 
p . 233 . 
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all of ths r o ads ~e re o. wh at wcs kno~n ~s s~nd- C) b con

struct on . This t ype of r o ad be c uw e impossi ble d u.ring 

v,et we s ther. The inc r t:~se in the uae of t he .noter V6 -

hicle, ho•, ever, c c. u s ed the bu ild ing of go od hi s hways a nd 

roads in fo rt end County . Four d f.: s i f;ne ted ::t :ite- high

w9.ys eras ~ the county. Hi ghway Nunber 343 , known s s the 

"Old 3~onish Tr ail ", r un~ing from the Har r is County line 

at ~i s sour i City to the ~harton County line at ast Bernard , 

i s an e i ghte en f oot concret e ro c.d . 

H:ghway Number 35 , r unning fr om ~osE.ubcrg to t he .n.US

tin c.)~nty line fol l owi ng the Sant a Fe Rai lroa d through 

Orchard to t he Br ..izos J iv0r i s a herd surfa ce road of us 

phal t. Thi:3 ro tid r1hi ch '3. l s o runs so uth fr0.11 Ho30nberg to 

Nae dvi:le ~nd the Br ~zori 3 Couuty line ut Damon is a paved 

roed . 

Ei gh·,::::y ... lumbe r 5 9 , rt:nning .1."' ro;:i: Pose~ticrg to the .'ih a.r

~on Co~nty li~e thro ugh Be as l ey and Kend l e t on i s u ps ved 

road . 

Ili ghway Number 19 , runn i ng fro:c;. .. ~e au , Bar l' is i.;ot.nty, 

t o ~r col a i n For t Bend County , pnr blle l s the Intc rnbti onal

Gre at Northcru- Colu:n i '.l T L1.;> - R&ilro1:.c. t h r ou;h J ul i ff, con

tinuin; into Br azori ti County . 

Hi ghway Jumber 6 , begin ~ing &t Gdlveston enter s Fort 

Bend County at .u-cola and connoct 3 with H1.<3hway ~umber :543 

one ,!ii o a bove Sugar land . This i3 !l p .! Ve ro ri d . 
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In add i tio11 to the se hi gh,·rnys the county hus :.i.n e 

l &borate system of al l - weather ro ads,rendering acces s ible 

al wos t any populated portion of the county . ....mong them ar e 

the following: 

Richmond - Thomp son- - ------- - - -30 miles , p aved 
Ri clunond - Fulshet:r ------------13 miles , 3emi - h ::1rd surf a ce 
Ricbmond- Clodine--- -- - - -- - ---14 milGs , hard 3urface 
Richmond-GA.s t on--------------12 mil es , •.vell gr ad ed 
Ri cbl;1ond-3i monton------------20 mil es , semi - hurd surfa ce 
Rosenberg- Ful sheer-----------12 1:1 i les , gravel 
Si monton- Or chard -- - ---------- 4 miles, s emi - h8rd surfa ce 
3t afford - De J alt -------- - - -- -- 5 miles, hard s urf a ce18 

The bus r outes through Fo r t Bend County foll ow, in mos t 

cases, the des i gnated highways . The Gr eyhound Buses from 

Houston to .S s.n iuitoni o pa ss t hrough the county on Hi ghway 

Number 343 . The Bowen Bus l i ne fro m Rosenberg t o Corpus 

Christi uses Highway 36 in the county . 

A permit to operate a bus line from Rosenberg to Thomp 

son was gr anted to K. L. Copel and on March 26, 1942 , in order 

that dE-fense v·orkmen who live in Rosenberg would hc1 ve safe 

trans_ ort o.tion to Thorups on . This l ine began opE.r ation Ap r i l 

5 , 1942 •. 19 

As the populati on inc~e ased and there was ruore far m 

produce to market and more mate r ial s wer e ne eded in the i n

terior, the building of the r a ilroads l ar gely solved the 

18 

19 

Information was obt a ined from a l arge road map mti de 
for the County by Ha ile and Mccl endon, Houston , Texas. 

Nev,s i tem, "R. R. Com. Re, ort on Bus Line"{ The Rosen
berg Heral d , vol . XLVIII, (April 3 , 1942J , p . 1 . 
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problem of trans portat ion of thfi t day . 

Railroads. To underst and the development of the railroads 

in Fort Bend County it is necessary to r e view the e arly 

history of t his industry in the state. 

The railroad history of Texa s began with t he history 

of the Republic. The first Congres s , which met i n the fal l 

of 1836 , l aun ched t be Texas Railroad , Navi gat i on and Bank

ing Company, but the stock for t bis C.)mpany was never sold . 

Four ye ars l a t e r t h e Harrisburg and Brazos Railroad was 

st art ed by Andrew Bri s coe, who let a cont r ac t f or three thou

s and ties and adv ert ised for laborers in an i s s ue of a Hous

t on p aper. 20 Briscoe continued to work a t the pr o ject un

til t:arch, 1 841, when he had t o abandon it on a ccount of the 

threatened Mexican i nvasion. 

The first succes sful at t empt at r a ilroad cons truction 

was made by Sidney Sherman, who obtained a chart er for the 

Buffalo Bay ou , Br a zos and Color ado Ra i l road i n Februar y , 
21 1850, and began construct i on in the s pring of 1851. The 

contract for gr ading the section to the Brazes River was 

awarded to w. J. Kyle and Frank Terry, s ugar and cotton 

planters of Oyster Creek i n Fort Bend County. 22 This road, 

20 Advertisement, "Wanted to Hire" , orning Star, vol. 1, 
(May 16, 1840) , p. 1. 

21 P. Briscoe, "The First Railroa d i n Texas" , Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly, vol. ·vir, (April, 1904 ), p . 281. 

22 s . G. Reed , The History of Texa s Railroads, p . 5?. 
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ex tend l g wc:Jt·.•;:.,.rd fro:w. Her is burg , re .c:. cbcci -3t afford ' s 

Point in Fort Bend Count y in 1653 . On the dsy of t he ~r 

r iva l of t he f i rs~ tr a in , hundreds of >fup l 0 guther 6d the re 

fo r a b u.rbe cue und Ct l ebr s ti on . The " Ge ne r a l .Sher lilan" , a 

s m l l locornot i ve , n1::1de i t s f rst schedul ed run eptember ? , 

18 5 j .
23 F~ssenger car~ were s tre e t c~r s t hdt h~J seen s e r

vice iri Bo 3t on ,;iri or to 1852 a nd wb i ch ,.br e ~d 1::1) t cd t o the 

new servi ce on t his fro nti er r nilro a d . Eac h cur hdd but 

four wheel s and seat ed about twenty perso ns. 

3crvi cc 1iv-:1s i n uugurated on 3eptember ? , 18:3 3 . The 

s erv ic e was no t a s regul .-i :.:- as that of tod uy , but t h e company 

a dv ert ised the f ollowin£ s chedule : 

New Route frrnn G~ l ve s ton to Fort Bend, ~h ert on 
crnd Colora do Counti es vi t. St e a:r.er . , Railway, t1 nd 
:1t a ge . On and afta r de dnesc. sy , 3ep t e:::::bor 7 , 135.3 , 
,,n d e a ch succeeding 1:iednesd.::y and Saturd ay until 
f urt he r n o t ic e c ars v:i t h pr..s s enger s '.lnd fre i ght 
w 11 l ea ve Har r i s bu r g for St ~f f or d ' s Point, For t 
Be nd County _ t 9 o 'cl ock 'l n d. r e t urning le VG :3t uf 
fo r d' s Po int a t 12 o 'c l o ck . Pass engers for the 
,;es t l eavi ng Gal vest on by stea10t: r s Tuesd ay ;;nd Fr i
d&y c veningJ r each H~r r isburg ~t 10 o ' clock p . m. , 
s t op ove r L. i ght [:'.nd re a ch 2 ich.r.1ond n tim f o r din
nEr n ext day . • as 0 enge r s fer Eouston ~n d GalV6s 
t ou lE: ~ ving iticbr.iond a t 3 s . · . reech Bnr · i 3bur g 
in se ~s on f or d i ~ne r 6.Ild Galve s t on St e~mer . 24 

23 P . Brisc oe , 2.E.· cit ., p . 282 . 

24 A.d verti se!Tien t , ''Rui lro ad Notice ", Th E. Ge. lv s ton Ne?:s, 
vol. : , (Sep tl';ub e .. 2 , 1 353), p . 4 .--
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By the l es t of 1355 t ~e D. B. D. a nd G. Ra1lro~d 

hnd rea ched the e 3ut bank of the Bruzas River , oppos ite 

Richmond, a t ot ol di s t ::i.n ce of th i rty- t~..-o ru ilts . The Com

pany b~ilt u l o~ pile br i dge over the stream, jus t six 

f eut above the low wate r l eve l. Thi s br idge wus prob~bly 

one of the i.1ost un i (lUE- in the his t ory of r ui lroud bui l d-

i ng . f ifty foot opening v,a s left t. o e llm .. , s t e i:.mboats 

to pos s thr ough t he br i dge . This opening was cov~red by 

aspe n which r es t ed on a f l Rt boat , anchored t o thL r e s t 

of the br i dge by log ch~i ns , s0 that the sp ~n coul d t e 

flo ~t ed to one s i de when it was de s i red to open the br idge . 

Tbe of r icia l s believed th at in case of hi gh ~bter , drift

wood woul d f l out over t he low bridge . 

Be cause the br i dge wos lowe r th &n t he r iver bank , it 

was approa ched on eithe r s i de by a 9t eep incline . For a 

t r a i n t o succeed 1. n cr os s i ng t he br i dge under it s own power 

i t w:1 s ne cessary f or it t o hit the br i dg0 s. t high spe ed 

so a s to be able t o ge t up t he hi l l on the op ~os i t e s i de . 

The gene r a l pra ct ice w5 s t o r ~n the t r a i n up to th~ be 

g i nning of the incl i ne :~nd then off er the pas s en~er9 t he 

pr i vilege of gtayine ·.d th t hE tr b. i n or gett i ng out und be

ing ferri ed a cros s . This ma keshift br idge wa s repl aced i n 
25 

18?0 by ~ nors subst8ntial s t ructure. 

25 Ne~~ story, "West ' s R~ ilr oed Hi story Began a t liarri s 
burg Lat e i n 1852~ , The Hous ton Chroni c l e , vol . XXXVI , 
(Apr i l 19 , 1936) , p . 30. 
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3 o.u:.t.t iI.!E:S t he c ·irs '' t Jok , ::- t .:,T'1fl edt:. , 1:u .'3 hed d ,,,n the 

i nclined pl a ne, .nd iJ lun.;E: d 2. ntn thL r i vcr•· . Th i s h ?pp enad 

on c e when t wo ce. r ::; wc r(; lo .d c d ·,; i th r.i rty boles o f cot t on 

a nd a l urge n U!Iib c. r of h id E:s . The cot ton was reco vered but 

26 
the hidc ..1 1 \·.;..1' c lo :: t . 

I n ad i ti on Lo h ~ving th~ fi . s t r a i lroo~ , the firs t 

tr i n. 1 ,.-eek .i:n T L <.n.3 O C L t ,rrc.,tl i :c. Fort Ben d Gour..ty on De cem

ber 15, 185 6 , when, us i t ½~ 3 3t ~ted : 

The c ~rs ~n the Hnr ri~burg Ro ad f s i led t o con -
nec t with th (. Ho unton tr n in tfo nd qy for the fi r s t 
tin e . I t ,. ,p,~:, !' ~ t hc t b s c 0 e c c id t nt , the c e..r s 
vere t iu•m,n off the tra ck e. t Kyle and Terry's pl t1. ce 
d lld \ 1t e d et n i n ed there unt:. l yE s ter dav e v c,ni ng 
only a r ri vi ng ·.1 t Ear r i3burg 1\ft er d c.r l;c . 27 

On No vembe r 17, 1858 , the B. B. B. and C. Rai lroa d 

cros sed the Bra zos 1iver and a9 t oni shed t he na tives t1.nd ild 

l'lnima l s for a d i ~t c; nce o f at,ou t four mi l6$ west of Richmond , 

re ported J . ;:; • .3ullivur. . He e l so st s t ed t h ,• t s t half - pti s t 

etght o'clock i n t he Rorning , t he t r e in r ea ched Hich ~und 

f r offi HLr ri sburg , h t vine t ~o pa s s e n ge r s who l eft ir~ini a 

? oint that sar;ie m,, rni n E: ! Thi s es the fir s t tirnlj thut pas

sen ger s h a d c ome through f ror-, He.rri :-1 bur g to rl ic t.llond in 
):;8 t me for bre &kf us t. 

26 Ge lvest on ·,ie Elk y rews, vo . J:V, ( Jpril 27, 185a) , p . 2 . 

27 News item , Hous ton Tclegr u:-:i h, vo l . x:xxr, (De c eillbt!r 1 7 , 
1356) , p . 2 . 

28 • 3 , .3u:ll iv cn , •· . .1.. r,;c,·: Fr e ", G~ lves t o :u ,·eekly !Tel'.- s, 
vo l . AV, (November 18 , l · 58 ) , p . 3 . 
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. .'.d'ter the Civil ':lur when the B. B. B. u.nd C. Rail-

way line was extended to Uolumbus t he roud changed hands 

and was sold to Thomt: s W. Pi er ce und _hi s associa te s . Under 

the authority of the Twelfth Legi s l ature, the cor ry orate 

name was changed to the Ua l ve s ton , Har r isburg and San r .ll

ton io Rai l w~y Compa ny, finally becoming e link in the pre

sent Southern Pucific Sy s tem . 

_,nother ro ad that proved of i mport ance to Fort Bend 

County was the one built from Hous ton to Br azori a . On 

September 1, 18 56, R chur t er was gr ~n t ed for the Hous t on 

Tap end Br azori a Rai l way Compa ny . The obj e ct was an ex

t ens i on of the Houston Tap Rai lroad into the rich pl ~nta-

ti on district of Br a zoria County . c ompe.ny was org ,~nized 

under the charter in July, 1 85?, the first president being 

J. V . i✓at ers of Fort Bend County . Thi s road was con struc t ed 

by the enterprise of Houst on me rchants and the p l unters 

along the r out e . It wa s called the "sugar road", from the 

f a ct that a chi ef obj ect of it s construct i on was the tr ~ns 

port at i on of sug ar to Houst on . 

Thi s r a ilroad was di s continued after the Civil wo. r ~nd 

in 18 ?1, the property was sold to the Hou ston and Grea t 

Northern, and af t€ r being i mpr ove d wa s a ga in oper ated a s a 

part of the Int ernat i onal a nd Great Northern Railroad Sys

tem .29 There are ten and thr( e - tenths miles of t hi s ro dd in 

29 B. B. Paddock, 
pp . 240- 24? . 

History of Central :md ·.teste r n Texas, 



109 

the county tod ay. 

Aft er suc ce s sfu lly helping to promote the bui ld ing 

of the Hous ton Tap and Br azori a Rai l way the citi zens of 

Fort Bend County resolved to relieve that sec ti on of the 

county fr om inconveniences und er whi ch it l a bore;d , owing 

to l a ck of means of trans it fo r its pr oduce . me t- ting 

was held and it was de cided to con s truct a r ti ilroad , t u be 

operated by horse power, the lowe r t er n inus to be Richmond, 

extending towar d Pit tsvil l e through the bottom until it 

re ached the pr a irie and thence to be extended from time to 

time until it re a ched Pi t t svil l e . 30 

After the Civi l Nar r a i lroad build ing ag tiin cla i med the 

interest of the public . The Gulf , Colorado and Santa Fe 

line wa s chartered in .:ay , 1873 , as a Ga l veston enterprise. 

Cons t ruction was commenced at Vi rgini a Poiht i n May , 1875 , 

and the road ws s opened for traffic as far as RicruQond , 

October 10 , 1878 . By that time the funds wer e exhausted 

and construction work was ne cess ari ly halted . In 1880 it 

was built fr om Ric hmond to Brenham . 31 

':ihen the Sant a Fe wa s being built through Fort Bend 

County , Richmond had one r a i l r oad , the Galveston , Harrisburg 

and San Antonio Railroad. The Santa Fe ~sked fo r u right 

30 news item, "Ric runond News" , Galveston News , vol. XVII , 
(Carch 19 , 1859) , p . 5 . 

31 News item, "TExas Rai l roads Fir st Met Sea Here , Op ened 
up Emp ire of Southwe st" , Galveston News , vol. - :vrr , 
( August 15 , 1 39) , p . 37 . 
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of way e.nd h ,nd in the town for a s t ation . The citizens 

did not off er it at a s atisfa ctory pr ice , so the Sant a Fe 

skirted the ed ge of the town whe re a st ation was built, 

and cr os sed the Galveston, Har r isburg a nd San .Antonio tra cks 

t hree mi l es westward a t the p res ent site of Rosenberg . This 

company operates ne arly t hi rt y- nine miles in the county to-
··2 day . .:, 

The const r ucti on of the New York, Texas , and Mex ican 

Railroad , the third to cros s the county is pa rticularly i n

t er es ting . Thi s r a i lroad was begun in 1880 by Count Jo sep h 

Telfener , n member of the Ita li an nobility. lie h ad made 

quite a neat f ortune specul ating in South .America , and was 

very conf ident that t hi s venture would pr ove e qually s ucce .=; s

ful. Besided Telfener, hi s f uther-in- l aw , David Hunge rford, 

t wo Frenchmen and an It ali an were interested i n the r ail -

road . The origina l pl an was that thr road should s erve be

t ween Richmond and Browns ville, but in re · lity it only s erved 

Fort Bend, ',;hart on , Jackson and Victori i:1 counties. This r ai l

r oad wa s c al 1ed the "Ma car oni" . It went into the hands of a 

receiver shortly aft er its constructi on and vrn s t u.ke n over 

by the Southern Pa cific i n 1905 . 33 

32 Dick Vaughn , "Texes Twin Citie s : Ne ~:r Ye t Far", The 
Houston Press , vol . :c{III , (No vember 22 , 1933 ),p. 19 . 

33 Article, "Bril lant Er a i n Texas 3ugar Bowl Lives ~ain", 
The Houston Chroni cle, vol. xxx:vI , (June 18 , 1 936), 
p . 3 6; J . E. ~lhand, Gringo Builders, p . 75 . 
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Iillot hcr r ai l:-o nd thut a i ded thE, cl tiz~ s in ~ev~rul 

small t o·:ms i n the !~ortht.rn pr:1rt of t, ht, county was th t- Jan 

Antoni o nn ct .Ar 2..n3as :Pus3 Railroa d built by Cononcl Cria h 

Lott of ;J. b a ny , 1-Tev, York . Be c mne to Te:,: o. n i n 1868 ttlld 

set t l ed at Corpun Christ i . In 1985 , he unde:rtook the pro 

motion of t he '.3an :.nt onio !lnd .,.rr.nsus Pass Railway whi ch 

vrn s c ~lled t he "Ssp" by ci ti zens of Fort Be: nd County . 'i' he 

foll owi nc und&t ed e xtr a.ct from Globe De:lliocra t i s entitled: 

How Lott Built t he :J . A. P . 

South Texu5 is full of st r tlnge t hi ngs . Fr om 
Sout h Texas car.1e ti man who built 600 miles of 
r ai l r oa d from a f ive dollLr bill ~nd fu ith ~nd 
the bill wa s a borrowed one . He gut a churt 6r 
t o bui 1 a. r a ilroad from San 1J1t onio to J..r&n se.s 
Pao s ••• The r e c e iver of 1:U.Jo ther r oe.d louned 
him enough old r ails for a mile 0f tra ck . In b 
dist ant part of the s t a te was purchased an en
s i r.e \\ hi ch h.:.c beo;:11 c ondemned s i x yfJ u.rs bcfori: 
.•• Two old c~rs we re p icked up s ome wh ere at 
a bargu i n end t hut ol d engine drawing tl~ae ol~ 
cers steamed into Sen Antonio . On t his engine 
end curs , in bole le t 3iring , was print ed in lamp 
bla ck "S . A. & A. P . " 

This railrond pass ed through the Northern part of the 

county from San r.nt onio to Hous t on . In 1932 it became a 

p ~rt of the Southern Pa cific Sys t em. 

I n 3eptember , 1948 , t here w&s still living in 3an 

Antoni o an old l t16.y , J.:r s . Georg ina Kendall Fe l lows , the 

daughter of George ,i . Eendull, the note d eci i tor of the ~ 

Orleans Picayune and author or'"' The 3ant a .Fe .Expedit i on . 

She hos hi s d i a ry wh i ch r e cor ds an a ccount of u trip froru 

34 James L . Allhands , quoting the Globe DC;1.,.o cr a t i n 
Gringo Builders , p . 200 . 
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New Br aunfel s to Gnlves ton i n De cember , 185 ,3 . ,t pa.rt of 

i~ dated December 13, re ads : 

Rema i ned i n Richr,1ond unti l ·~ft er dinner ... 
cros sed the Br azos on the fe rry; did not want 
t o risk the br i dge. 

t1rs . Fell owes a c compa ined her f at her on thi s tr i p . 

In the San Antonio Expres s for Fe bru, .. ry 20 , 1 938 , she gives 

an a cc ount of this trip which she made when about e i ght 

ye ars ol d . Mr s . Fellowes is pos s ibly the one ::>erson s ti ll 

alive who could r e call being a pas senger on the fir s t r uil

ro tld in Texas . She s t bted that the tr a i n hs d f uur or five 

little box c r:. r n and on the end was a pas senge r c :; r . The 

se ats were al ong the side of the car and not un comfort uble . 35 

The 3ug~r Land Rai l r oad Company had it s origi n &3 pri

vate industri al trac kage bu l t by E. H. Cunni ngham ba ck in 

the '80's to af f ord me ans of t r~n sport a. t ing the c~ne grown 

on his pl unt s ti on to h i s S UF,e. r mi ll a t 3ugar Lend. It Wt: S 

chart e r e d on April 1 4 , 1 093 , o. s the Sugur L'_nd Railroad . 

Later it extend ed to __ r eolo, connecting with the Sant a Fe, 

gi ving Cunningham f ourt een miles of t r a ckage . ii . T. Eld

ridge a cquir ed t his r a i lroad i n 1 908 . He ext ended it to 

Rotchford i n 1912 end in the same ye Jr a cqu ired from Cunning

ham t we lve mi l e s of t r a ckage e xtending fro ili Sugar Land to 

Cabel l , knov,n a s the Imp Lri a. l Val ley R.ailro ~d -Jornpany, wh i ch 

35 ~ticle, '' Rid e on First Railroad i n Tex s.s Re c t1 lled by 
San Ant on io ':oman, No , 98 d0. r s Ol d" , S&n i-illtonio 
Express, vol . LXXI I I, (Februar y 20, 1 938 ), p . 31 . 
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h~d been chur tE ~d ~ay 30 , 190 7 . 36 

Th~ 1·t:1 1ne r.ow 15 , 790 ' i les of J.' a l ro .'.:l d in Fo r t Bend 

di s tri but <;; cl t:1 S f oll u ,~, : 3 01.;.th~rn P a cif .,__ c nnd b . ::m c hes 

8 7. 4 7 , 3 :3. nt a Fe 3 7. 8 7, :...:u c e.r 1 and 21. 46 , Il l i na i 3 ~nd 

Gre ~t Ne t i 0ntil 10 . 46 , ~ i ssouri , K~nses .nd Tex~s . 64 . 

Old map3 3how the Texa s :le stP. r n Nar t ow Gr !.m _e Ra i l we.y t h a t 

cro3 1ed the ~orthern portion of the co unty . Th i s r a il 

road ext ended f r om J ealy t o Hou s ton . Aft er t he !L K . and 

3 7 
T . md the S . A. c.nd .,. . _ . wE re bui lt it cea s e d op er a tion . 

:n 19 25 t ho Go.1 ve s t on , H1;1rr i 3bur g :?..n d Jun .. -.nton io 

Ra ilwny ~omps.ny c.p;:> li cd to the Int0 rstat e Co:;z.e rcc Coc 

!!li se i 0r. fo r 11 :pen,i t to c ::,n 3truct u s i x ::.i l e tr e. ck i n ~o r t 

Bend County to be u sed in ~ oving s ~l~hur &t d crude oil . 
38 

The appl ic a ti on wa s not g r ~nted . 

uton1obile Traff'ic. Aut o:.nobi le traffic was i n1:1i.:.gur u ted in 

1908 whe n F . I . Bo oth d rove his one cy linder , t wo se a ted 

red Ford into Richmon d . Needless to s ay the n -w ho r s el e s s 

c a r riag e was a s o urce of n uch curi osity . I t h a. d nei th1:: r 

t op n or fend e rs , wi ndshield nor d e; or a, an.cl ro e.de the br e uth

t aking speed of fi f t E-cn rai l G3 per :iour. Ti res '\'i c e infl :::.ted 

36 s . G. Reed , ~ Hist ory of the Texas P.ailrotids , p . 344 . 

37 3 . A. Mc?,:!] lan , The Book £f_ Fo rt ~ County Texas , 
p. 11. 

38 Ne ws 1 t ea1, "3 • .r . ,:~ts 3;-ur i n I"ort ~1end County" , 
Rosenberg Hera l d , vol. XI II , (July -~ 1, 1 925) , p . 1 . 
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by a hand pump, and the r e were no inner tubes. Thus 

began the first motor transportation. No county license 

was is sued a t that time, but the car s c&rried numbered 

plates . 

Among others who owned the fir s t cars in Fort Bend 

County wer e J. Mark O' Farrell, of Richmond, R. H. U:ulcahy 

and Henry Myer of Ros enberg. The ir car s carried plates 

numbered two, thre e , and f our, respectively. 

Many homeseekers who came by train had their first 

rid es in an a utomobile when r eal e s t ate agents whi sked them 

from the s t ation to lands f ar out in the county where they 

purch ased f ar ms , litt le dr eaming of the distance from town 
39 of t he lands they were buying . 

Many farmers now employ trucks to convey t he ir pr oducts 

to mar kets in Houston , Galveston, and other more dist ant 

cities . Cot ton , cotton s eed , hogs , cattle, and vege t ubles 

are hauled as fa r as Oklahoma in twenty- four hours . 

Since the climate of the county does not ne cess itate 

the l and being cult ivated quickly , tra ctors have not been 

used extens i ve ly to rep l ace the horse and mule . 

39 Informat ion g iven by A. E. ~yers of Richmond , (June 10, 
1942 ) , and Mrs. J oe Catron of Rosenberg , (April 3 , 
1942 ) . 



Cfu\PTER VI 

DEVELOP?,!ENT OF I NDUSTRIES 

The industri a l growth of a county is determined by 

many f a ctors. The topogr aphy , soil, c l i mate , and tr~ns 

port ation facilities of Fort Bend County ha ve encouraged 

the development of far ming, l ivestock, miner al r esources , 

and oth€r industri es . Many of these factors have also 

been an influence for better public uti li ties throughout 

the county. 

The approxi m~te l and are e of the county i s 5 06, 880 

acres , of wh "ch 1 0 , 8 92 a cres were i n r ~rms i n 1850 as com

pared v· i th 21 2 , 612 a cres in 1 93 0 . 1 

Farmi ng h:i s a l ways been th~ 1~0s t s i gnif icant i ndus try 

i n Fort Bend County . Fi rst , wi th corn, cot ton ~nd s ugar 

cane ; l a ter , \'d th cat tle ; now with oi l ~nd sul phur , Fort 

Bend County continuc·s to fulfill the promlst::s of pr osperity 

which 3t €phen F . i~stin ' s coloni s t s envisioned when they 

glimpsed the f ertile valley of tht Brazos Ri ver more t han 

one hund r ed ye 3rs ago . 

Corn. Since mos t of the e arly sett ler s of Fort Bend County 

were from the Southern St ate s , they knew fr om exp ~rience th3t 

1 United St at es Census for yea r s indicated . 
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they would nEed corn ~s one of their chief s ources of 

fo od; hence they brought s eed corn with t hem. It i s said 

that some of t hese pioneer s et t le r s did not even plow the 

l and for thei r f irs t crop of cor n , but m~de small holes in 

the gro~nd with ~ s har pened s tick. Into these hole s t hey 

dropped the (_grains of corn, covering t hem v. i th soil. 

The pr imary i mport qnce of corn in the life of the s e 

e urly coloniq t s i s we l l il l us trated in the fo llo~ing quo 

t ati on: 

We a te nothing but corn brEad at f irs t •.• we 
gr at ed our corn until fa t her hollowed out e1 log , 
and v.re ground it as i n a ::-Jor tor . ·.-.·e had no cook
ing stoves of cours € , wid ~aked our bre ad i n the 
only sk il let we pos ses s ed . 

The ea r ly r e cord s do n ot s hovi ho'u ,11uch corn was r tl i sed 

i n Fort Bend County, but part of every f 9. rm was devot ed to 

corn r ai s ing in the p ionee r days . Th~t these ear l y se t t l ers 

we re a l way s de eply conc erned about it a prod~ctioa i s shown 

i n such r ep orts as the fol l ov.- i ng : 

The corn c ~op i n a ll of t he counti e s bet,,,e en the 
Br azos und Colorado tlive r s , f rom the frontier to 

ri. t he coas t, is r eno rt ed to be good . v 

2 Carol ine Von Hinueber , "Li fe of German Pioneers i n Texas ", 
t old to Rt:.dolp h KJ.e bcrg , J r. i n ':5'cuarterl y of t he 3tate 
Hi s torical As soc i ati on, vol . II, (J unu ~ry, 18~9 ), p . 229 . 

3 News item , "Take Par t icular Notic E: ", The Red - Landt. r, 
vol . I, (Septembe r l o , 1854 ) , p . 2-.-
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The corn crop must have c ontinued t o be good ac cord-

ing to r eport s of 1858 : 

The liouston Telegr aph of the 11th s ays that it h~s 
he ar d tha t Me s sers Kyle s.nd Ter ry whose. p l ant i:; tion 
i s on Oyster Cr eek wi ll mske over 100 bushels of corn 
t o the acre tl.Ild that a bet was of fe r ed c. day or t wo 
s i nce , of i 5oO th~t 100 ucres coul d be4s e l ec ted i n 
a body that would average 120 bus he ls. 

The corn c rop for 18 60 was reported t o be 2~0 , 405 bus 

hels of corn a s compared with 1 35 , 2 05 bushels i n 1850 . 5 

I t i s true tha t ~os t ofthe corn was r a i sed for use on 

the pl anta t ion or fa r ru , but at the s arr..e time ther e were lo

ca l m~r kets whic h purchased al l the surplus . The p rice 

varied with the demand ; however, the. &verage price of corn 

r anged fr orll forty to fifty cent s pe r bushel , c. S shovm by 

the r e cords of vari ous y c:a r~ . " Corn which i s aow a. l>out 

r etidy to harvest" , it wa s re ported , "i s yielding f inely . 

I do not think the price of corn during the coming ye ar 

will be above f ifty cents pt r bushel , ~nd p6rhap s not that " , 

i d . t 6 s a one v:r1 er . Fol l owing the r e oor ts s til} f arther , we 

find the pr i ce does not VHr y in any gr ea t degree , even at 

a much l at er da t e . "Corn i s se l ling fro lli for ty t o f ifty 

cent s a bushel and m~·a l a t fifty cent s a bushel , an not 

4 Ne\rn iteru, "Hous t on" , Gulveston News , vol . -,v, (June 1 2 , 
1858 ), p . 4 . --

5 "Agl' i culture of the United 3t at es in 18 60 ", Eighth Cen
~, p . 1 41. 

6 News r e1or t, "Crops - Fort Bend Co unty" , The Rd- Land er, 
vol. 1 , (August 12 , 1354) , p . 3 . 
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much in demand n, s ti i ri the r8portE:r in 1880. 7 

A thorough re~e~rch into tho murket pric e of corn in 

re cent year~ sho"rs =- . ide varia ti on in the pr ic e pe r bush

el for the ye ~r s l~ J2 to 19 42 , inclus ive . The lo . &st 

mar ket price wes in 19 .:i 2 ,·hen it sold for 23 cEnt s per bush-

e l; the peak was r ePched in 19 34 when it sold for 8~ c~nt a 

per bushe l. In 19 35 the _pr ic e of 50 c .::nt s was j us t ab Jut 

on s p~r with the selling price i n 1 8 61. I n 1938 the price 

per bushel had f al len t o 45 cents . By 1 94 2 the price was 

60 cents . bllshsl . 9 

During the l ~s t fe w ye Hrs there has bE:en _n in tensive 

effort on t he part of thE f a rmers of the collnt y to pro duce 

t heir l iving nt home , ~hic h hbs r f s~lted in an increase in 

the corn acreage . Thie i s s hown b:; the fo l lmd ng t able : 

Year .tores Bushels 

1920 3 6,088 696, 5 51 
1 925 3 4 , 45 7 6 :: 5,184 
1929 32 ,645 568 , 330 
1935 52 , 835 660 , 140 
1939 49,201 fl il4. , 1939 

Cot ton . The r s ising of cotton in Texas teg~n eroLnd t he 

3pirni sh mi ssior.f undEr t hE- 01up t- rv i sion of the _pr i ests . .. ith 

7 Ne~~ re oort, " ~gricultur&l Notes" , The Color ~do Citi zsn , 
vol. Y .. XI II , (DecE:mber 2 , lSc.,0) , p:-3 . 

8 "Crop - . rices" , The Texas m~nac und St tite Industri al 
Gui de , 1 936,p. 24 2 ; 19~9 - 40 , p . 172. 

9 " Cro p cre e.ge and " r odueti on", The Texas .Al manac l:I.Ild St a te 
Industri a l Gu de, 1 929 , p . 107; 1 93 6, p . 144; 1 ~39 -40 , 
p . 177, United St ates Census for 1940 . 
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the eat abl i s!rnent of ,.ust i n ' 8 colony in 1821, the Anglo 

:~er ic ~n f a rmers who c?me to Texas i n the days befor e r ail

ro~ds , r ~i sed enoush cot ~on about their door yer ds to sup 

ply the ir own sp i n,.~ ing wheels •10 

Colonel J s red E. Gr oce , one, of the early c.o l oni 3ts , 

brought cotton se l d , ith him to t he Brazos Ri ver in 1821, 

~nd in 18 25 erected the first cot t on gin built in Texas. 

Duri ng the next ye 1::. r _..,.u9t i n built one on the west s ide of 

th B R. 1 1 e r a zos t 1. ver. 

I n 1829 R'.llldnll and J ame s Jone s of For t Bend County 

bui lt a kee l boa t and t 0ok co t ton in the se ed do1:n to Aus 

t in' s gin near Columbi a . The cotton was exchc:l.nged for 

f mni l y suppli es of coff ee v:o r th one do lLlr a pint, 8 U (s~l' , 

fifty ccnta fi pound , ~nd calico sevent y-five cen ~s ~ y &r ct . 12 

,'..s e ;;.rly os 1832 , rnst in offer ed e. s ilver pitcher t o 

the , l anter who ra i sed the best crop of s ev~nty- five bal es 

i n t i s colony ; end a s ilver cup for the bes t cro r of t en 

ba les. Cup and pi t c he ~ ar e on exhib i t i n the Srunue l Uay 

•;aJ li ill!ls Co l lecti on , ~osenber g I i brar y , Gal vest on , Texas . 

As t hey l ef t no n,~mt:o s , they wt r e pr obably nt vt-r av:arded. 

10 "The Book of 'I'ex::.: s" , The Book of Knowlea.ge , vol . Ill , 
p . 92 . 

11 liorue r S . Thr1:1.ll , _ Pi ctor i a l Hi s t ory of Texas , p . ? 2?. 

12 News i t ern , '' Capta i n. i.tand t.. l J ones" , fi.)usto Da ily Tel e
graph , vol . X, (June 10 , 18?3 ), p . 2. 
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In 1833 .~stin r~ port d t h irty g ins i n the mun i ci 

pality of Jan F(;:lip c d €. _,.us t i n of \',_.. i ch a r t Bend Count y 

wus then a pa rt. 13 

Though ~gricultur al s oci e ties WE.re fo r med in T6xas by 

1843 , it is r a ther unc E. rt ui n hov: much i nf l uen c e t hey e xerted . 

In that y ea r the pl ant ers of Br nzori ~ orgun izE.d a soc i ety 

to pr omot e agricultura l intere s ts an d invit ed the p l an t ers 

of Fort Bend, }h,t egord a an a Colorc.do t o join t hem . JE1IDes F . 

Perry was president . The o the r offi ce r s we re John 3\'ree ney , 

John ,..o :r.-j •mc e , tine Ma t hew Hopkins . 'i'he: or~;anizt.:.tion p l i:mne d 

quar t orly me;eting s , but nothi ng is kno-::n of the work tt c com

nli shed . 14 

In ?/ arch, ) 840 , ,, 711 '.l r ket for "p l ·.:J. n tcr s , cotton bro

ke r s , t1 nd 'th €. public t!ene r a l " was cst s.blished for the sale 

of cotton , corn, hide s ,~ cet era . lla rke t w&s open each 

Frid ny fro n, n ine A. h: . t o f our P . M, Cotton broker s, and 

corn f a ctors' st ~lls were f or hi re st v5 . 00 H y ~e r. A Mr . 

McMahon and a ~r. Brooks, Ge or ge d . Fer is, G. n . Par ker, 

John V. i:orton bnd Ni chola. s Ma illa rd were on the: man a ging 

cor.,m i tt ee. John Levering we.s c l erk of t he msrket • 15 

13 

14 

15 

Eugene C. Barke r , (Editor), Readin~s in Texas Hi s tory. 
Part :I, p . 132 . 

Nu :s item, "Agri cu.ltur r. l ~)o ci c t y " , Tele~raoh .:tn d Texas 
Regi s ter, vol . VIII , (Au gu s t 23 , 1843 , p . 3. 

News item , "Cotton Market Ope ned", Richmond Teles c ope 
and l.i terary eg i s ter , vol. II, (Mar c h 17, 1840 ), 
p . 2 . 
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The CeD.'31..AS for 18 4 9 shown t hat Texas pr oduc ed 46 , 458 

ba l es cf cot ton , ~~ i nl y in two sections: Northe~st Texas 

r hich ,.,, e.s bu t s n e xtens i on v.-es t ~1 :.1 rd of the Lcui s i ..! Ila f i el d3 , 

and th t.. Lowe: Er e zos a re a in which ar e r:O\' Colorado , :lh a r 

t on , Fsyet t e , Fort Bend , ~us tin, ~~llEr , nnd ~a• hingt on 

co i..;,n ti e s • 16 

3 t urting i n 184 9 , the re ~as a dec a de in which the price 

of cot ton \ as higher thnn the t of 3ny prev i ous ye ur, a nd 

t bi r: incre ase in Vtt.lue provided an i m1)ortant s that.lus to 

t he p l :mtine of : 1ore cotton i n Fort Bend County • 

. u. though son e cf t h - cot ton exr:- ort ed by the p l anter s 

brought ~ f ancy pric e , ne vertheless, most of the cotton wa s 

sold for the reRul ar mcrket pr i ce and .1 1 of the eHrly pa

pers printed the cot t on m~rket quo t ~t i ons . Th i s enabled the 

f a r me r in ~11 co~~uni t i e3 t o know t he bas i s on which the 

cotton vo ul d be bought . 

~ s pe ciilie n 1uot ati on f ol lo~s : 

Cott on ..1~ar kets 

Live r pool Cla s s ific ~ti ons 
Doily Tru elta Off i ce 
Friday 1' ight , July 7, 185 4 . 

Ord inery 6 l - 7 
Low .hl i ddling 7t - ?½ 

1:i ddling 8 - 3~ 
Goo d ~'id , ing 'd - 9 i. 
~ iddl ing Fair 94 - 10 . , 7 .Fa ir 1 04 ... 

16 The Uni versi t y of Tex -1 s Bull tin Nur:ioe · 3.50~ , ( ,arch 1 , 
1933 ), pp . 71 - 72 . 

l ? :arke t r eports , "Cot ton arket -3 ", The Red - Ltind er, vol. 1 , 
(Ju ly 22 , 1854) , p . 2. 



1 22 

To pr oduce t hi s cott on t he ~l ~nte r s oxperimented 

wi th vari ous seeds , some common t o the who le South and 

some BP ected from particul ~rly good pl unts in t hE fields . 

ttMas t odon" cot ton was advert i s ed, es we re al s o "Willo~ " , 

"Go ld bn Ch af f " , "Dan ~ne", And "Twi n Cotton Seed"• The 

"Petit Gu lftt, "'?r olific", and "De9.n" we re fa vorite var i et i e s 

i n the fif t i P.s . r;.t var i ous times t he pl:1nter s we re trou

bl ed t o find f ert i le seed ~nd more thun once S6 Gd w~ re l a ck 

in~ suf ~i ci ent ~uAntity t o r ep l ant after 9 f r ee ze . 18 

Some of tte Fort Bend County p l anters experiment ed with 

Seq I sland Cotton and s ilk cotton, ~ i th s ome succes ~, though 

nei t her e ve r be cnme gener ally popul &r i n the county. In 

l f:56 David Randor1 of For t Bend County s0 ld f or t wenty cent s 

per oo und f ive ba l es of s ilk cotton to R. R.nd D. G. Mills 

of Gal ·es ton . The next se a s on he p icked t hirty bcl. le s of 

the same variety . 19 In 1859 he was still pl ti.nting t his 

var iety ~nd re aJi z i ne fr om it a handsome incorne . 20 

Dur ing th~ next f ew yE er s whi l e t hE Civi l ~er w~ s be

ing f ought, Texas wa s fortuna t e in dispos ing of her cot t on , 

for no me. t te r how many blo ckE',der s frO\·med a t her, Texas v:e. s 

18 

19 

20 

Adv~r ti sement s , "For ~ale , The Telegr snh, vol . IV , 
(J anu"" r y 12 , 1839 ) , p . 4 , V l .~I, (rebrunr y 20 , 
1856), p. 4 , Vo l XXII, (Februa ry 4, 1857), p . 4 . 

News i t er.:1 , "For The Telegr !:iph", Te l egr a ,, h, vol . · , 
~ay 20 , 1846) , p . 3 . 

?~ews item , "Richr.,ond" Ga lve ::; t on ,:etk :.. y N.,, \, C. , Vcl XVI, 
(Sep t ember 30 , 1859 ~, p . 2 . 
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the only Confederate St ~te having a neutr~l country just 

a cr oss her border . ~'i'ith t he price of cotton going highe r 

and wi th letters frm1 England s aying her mill s v;ere i dle 

for the want of Tex :is ce>tton , the roeds f rmi the Fort Bend 

re!!, lon to the border were thronged \"Ii th con veyances trans 

porti ng cotton t o ?.~e xi co . Cotton advimced f roL~ t wenty- five 

cents per pound to over tl doll ur per pound . 

It wss at t h i s t ime thtlt the wri ter for a Galve s t on 

puper de s cribed the homemade bag~i ng used in Fort Bbnd Coun~y . 

Ile reported that J . S . Chambers had s 1own hi lil Ii bale of 

cotton put up in bag{: ing composed of t he bark of t he Li nn 

tre e ~oven in s trips t wo inches wi de . The bcil e wu s of the 

usual s i ze, the ~riter s a id , und but for the ~e i ght of the 

novel bag~ing , it would be qui te equal to the geniune 

"Kentucky" , a s i t was exceed i ngly s trong and pl i ubl e . 21 

For s decade aft ~r the Civil Jar l a bor was a pr oblem 

and t he cot t on a creage of Fort Bend County was reduced . That 

a ccounted for fl te mporary de;cline in cotton producti on . 

From 11bout 1876 , h0\1ever , as condi t ona i mproved there uus 

6 D i ncreased producti ~n , until normal crops wer~ ~gain re 

port d . 

In 1933 t he r' ederel Goverrur.ent se t up a n i:.w progr 6.Ll 

for the cotton i ndus try- - the r estricti 0n of cot t on produc~

ion . This progr a~ was un experiment on the par t of the 

21 Ne•.; s item, "For the News" , The Galves tor. Tri - .. eekly 
News , vol . XX , (~ay 6 , l 8ffl, P• 2 . 
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g ove rnment to a bsorb the cot ton surp lus und inc retlse the 

pric e of cott on . In orde r to a chie v e t h e se ob jective s, 

t he cot t on a creage was reduc ed~ The r e s ul t of dr a s ti c 

cu t t i n g in co t t on a cre a g e Hnd the lowe red yield was felt 

in Fort Bend Co unty in many w~ys . The increas e in the 

pri c e of cott on p lus the g o v~rnme nt a l rent a ls a nd bc n t fit 

payment s brought pr o sper i ty t o the f urmi n g industry . On 

the other h a nd , howe ver , t h e ma ny tenants J nd f a r m l a bo r e rs 

were elimina t ed from the cotton indus try , and t hi s s welled 

the numbe r of unemployed l a bore r e who d epended upon the old 

es t a bl i shed reg i me of cot ton r a i s ing . 

/,'hen the cult i v a ti on of c o t t on wa s re duced to the mini 

mum , the l a b orer s of Fort Bend County felt kee nly this 

ch a n ge of prog r am . Th e f a rm h ---nds , h aving be en depri v e d 

of their regular me a ns of liveliho o d , we re for ced to g o in

to the t ,:;vms an d a s k for r e li e f . 

Some idea of the re sul t of the restricted progrum a s 

it i ff ected c ot ton p ro duction i n Fort Bend County c an be 

o bt a ined f r om the f ollO\ving t a ble: 

Ye a r Bales Ginned Ye a r Ba l es Ginned 

1920 20 , ?61 1935 29 ,261. 
19 25 50 , 416 1 936 24 )902 
1 9 2 ? 49,623 193? 5? , 835 
1 9 29 1 1 , 8 11 1 938 3t:i , 064 
1 931 ?5 , 908 19 39 33 , ?8522 
19 33 46 , 084 1940 61 , 21 9 
1934 35 , 060 

22 "Cotton Ginning by Countie s" , The Texa s Almanac and 3t ate 
Industri a l Guide, 1936, p . 329; 193?, p . 24 ; 1~ 39 - 40 , 
p . 184; 194 1 - 42 , p . 208 . Th e small y i e ld in 1 920 wa s due 
to ex c e s s ive floo d wat e rs of tha t ye 1.;,. r and in 1 929 to 
p r o longe d d r ought ov e r the e ntire s tate . 
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The cult ivati on of cotton brought not onl y wealth 

into t he county, but it al s o cr eated a number of other 

businesses e conomi cally dependent upon it. Growing out of 

the cot ton indu stry 8re t hose of gi nn ing , seed oil mill

ing , brokerages , and stor age. Ea ch of the s e in it s own 

way contributes to making wealth in the county becaus e of 

the employment it off ers nnd the value of it s pay roll . 

There ar e many cot ton broker s i n Fort Bend County who 

buy dire ct for the l ar ge f irms in Hous ton, Galveston, and 

D~llas . These men do mos t of the ir work on the streets 

where they class ify and buy cotton, which i s shipped out of 

the county to l ar ge~ markets . 

There are no available st atistics whi ch show t he num

ber of bal es of cott on produced annually in Fort Bend Coun

ty during the period of t he Republ ic of Texas, 1836-1845 , 

nor of severa l years i rnnedi ately fo llowing . The report of 

the cotton crop here gi ven begins with the Seventh Ce nsus . 

Ye ar Bales Gi nned Year Bal es Gi nned 

1850 2,4 64 1900 8 , 25 6 
1860 13, 602 l 10 23,999 
18?0 4,01 ? 19 20 20,761 
1880 6 , 4~1 19 30 61,56223 
1 890 ?,108 J.£ ~o 61 , 219 

The story of cot ton would Il')t be com~l ete without a 

glimpsa into s ome of the t ri als of cot t on r a i s i ng . Fort Bend 

23 United St ates Census, ngricultural Reports , for the 
ye ~r s indicated. 
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County has be en in boll veevil t Er r itory s ince 1898 and 

farmers ha ve be en ~orking ever s inc e that ye ~r to control 

the evil . The first experimental v. ork on t he bo l l m3c Vil 

i n the United 3t ates was car r ied on in this county . F . W. 

Mal l ey, St a te Ent o~olo gist, experimented i n bol l weevil 

po isoning on F. I . Booth's pl ant a t i on a t Booth during the 

SUirilller of 1900 . This work indica t ed tha t boll weevils 

could be po isoned even with liquid ar senic als . Unfortunat ely, 

when the Gal vos t or:. star ~ on Sep t embe r 8 , 1 900 , de s troye d 

the crops , s ome of the dat a were lost , Malley went into 

commerc i a l work und nobody cont inued th e exper iment ati on . 

Fully f ift e en ye Qrs before cot t on dus ting with pow

dere d ursenic il l s was r e co:::mended by s ci enti s ts , Negro f ar 

rners in the '.i.'homp son se ct ion d i s covered th 1:1 t boll weevi l 

damage wa s reduced by thor ough dus t ing ~ ith Paris Green . 24 

Sugar Cane. The d i s covery th!:i t sugar cane could be gr own 

with e a se i n Fort Bend County was made early. The growi ng 

s eas on is l ong enough for the c nne to mature suffi c i ently 

for t he extra ction of s ug ar . 

J . C. Clopper i n 1828 recorded in hi s j ourna l thut the 

good sugar l ands of Texas lay between the coas t and e po int 

t wenty mile s a bove San Fel ipe . He t hought there would be 

24 s . A. McMillan, The Book of Fort Bend County Texas , 
pp . 154- 156. 
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a sut'f iciency of sugar ma de that year to supply t he colo-
25 nies . Nor were his expect at i ons unf ound ed , be caus e the 

crop of 1829 was report ed a s be ing 140 hogsheads . l:iowe vt:- r, 

the product a t that time was lit t le more than cryst alized 
26 

mo l~~ses . The pl anters s tud i ed methods of cul ture anc 

wE:re rewarded by il.n incre ase in the quani ty and improvement 

in the quality of the crop . The next ye ar (1830) Wi lliam 

Mor ton adv ertised a " quanity of s ugar p l ants for s ale at 

re sonal)l r: terms . " 27 

In the early t hirti es 't illif,m St af ford was ene?,~ged 

in pl anting cune . The product made from it is de s cribed 

by ?'r s . Dilue Harris as being "bl a ck as t ar'', and her fa ther, 

Dr . Pleas ant W. Rose , found that it was i mp os s ible t o car r y 
28 

it in a bag . According to De Bew, St afford ' s mill , built 

in 1834 , v,as t he fir s t permanent one in Aust i n ' s colony . 

This I!lill ground only one or two crops bef ore it was des 

troye d in 1836 by the Mex i cans, al ong with other plant a

ti on equ i pment at St af fo rd ' s Point . 29 

25 "J . C. Clopper ' s J ournal and Book of Memor !:indum f o r 
1828" , Quarterly of the Texas State Hi s t or i c~l ASS O
ci ation . vol. XIII, July , 1909 , pp . 58 - 59 . 

26 News item, Texas Gazette, vol . I , (May 22 , 1830 ). 

2? _..,,_a ver tisernent, "For 3ul e" , I bi d ., (October 30 , 1830), 
p . 2 . 

28 "The Remi n i s cences of ~rs . Dilue Harri s" , 1~uart 1= rly of 
the Texas St ate Hi s t or i ca l ,~sso ci at i on , vol . IV , 
October, 1900, p . 96 . 

29 I b id . , vol. I V, p . 173 . 
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The s e cond s t age of the d evelop-rr,ent of sugar cane 

pl anting in For t Bend Count y be g~n in the eighteen forties 

when the cotton pl anters fel l on evil days. Each ye ar an 

i ncreasing number of pl ant ers t urned to s ugur cune thinking 

that it would not be ef f ected by the uncert a inti e s tha t 

bese t cotton. The enthus i a sm for cune incre tlsed ~s p l anters 

reckoned the co s t of produ cing a t thr ee cents a pound ~nd 

selling for s even or e i ght c ent s . l n addition, the s ugar 

cene growers obta i ned f rom t hirty to fifty gt-<llons of mo

l ess es to e a ch hogs head of s ugur. Pl enters , induced by 

t hese fi gures, were obt e ining c ane f or s eed a nd some were 

i.: c., gicter i ng abandonir~g cotton altogE.:the r. 30 

I n 1848 e cor r espoLdent of the Telegraoh in Hous ton 

vrn s shown the suger p l ant ation of 'A' il) i &l!l k c1':ahon ne ar 

:Hi chmond one re port ed that tbe crop wo uld. yiel d over a 

hogshead per a cre and that Mc iabon w s a pioneer s uga r 

ylanter of the count , 31 

By 1849, plant ers wer e turning l ov1e r Texas i nto "a 

sugar bowl" . They htid bec ome convinc ed that sugar wt:i. s a 

much mor e ce rt a in crop than cot t or, 9D.d that it was :c1ore 

~roductive, and re qui r ed l ess l abor. 

The dry weat her or t he se vere .inter of 135 v c::-..nse a 

the seed o~ne f or the 19 51 crop to be so defe ctive that 

30 The Te l egr auh , Vo l . VI I I, (December 21, 184 2 ), p . 2 ; 
Vol . VIV , (November 15 , 1843 ), p . 2 . 

31 C. A. ·-','hart on , !, Hi s tory of Fort Bend County, p . 12. 
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many pl .·1nters in soL·.e sections of the state ruade just 

enough cane to se (·d t he 1852 crop. The re ver se, towev r, 

se emed to be t he c cse i n Fort Bend County . In that ye ur 

Colonel J . D. Waters , a Fort Bend p l ant er wrote, "I have 

no doubt t hat I shall muke at le as t 300 hogsheads , aver

ag ing 1, 500 pounds t o the hogshead. I am now mak ing from 

eight to ten hogshe ad every t wenty- four h~ur s and h&ve a 

suff iciency of hands to grind al l t he time , ni ght und day, 

never stopping to cleCul out the boilers . " 32 

Sugar curing days \·:e re a ctive ones on t he p ltl.Iltations. 

Cotton was scarcely gi nned and s old before the cane w~s 

ready to be stripped , cut, and windsowed , prepar atory to 

its being hauled to the mi ll and fed into the :)re ss . J ome

t irnes December cume befor e all the sug ::!. r was 1aade . Each 

year an e ar ly frost killed t he c~ne , and the next year the 
33 s ugar crop f ell of f . 

Accord ing to one writer in 1 6 58 , t he average y i eld 

on an acre was about 1 , 600 pounds. 34 

32 J . B. '.'taters , "To the Editor" , Lone .St ar , vol. I , 
(November 15, 1 851), p . 2. -- -

33 Fr anci s ·::hi te Johnson , ! lii story of Texas !ll!£_ Texens , 
(ed .) Eugene c. Barker and l!..rnest ,ii l l i am ~linkl tr , 
vol. II , p . 652 . 

34 Let ter, Col onel J. D. Wattrs , to 1 . niche.rdso r. , (Jti.ly 13, 
1858) , i n Tex~s Almanac for 1858 , pp . ?6- 80 , 
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By 1858 there wer e 690 a cres p l 1:. nted in sug ,tr c une i n 

Fort Be nd Coun t y , 1=.. c .:. ording to t he T ext:.s .i.lr1;un a c ~5 and 

in 186 0 t h e census l ists 450 h og s h e a d of 1, 000 p o~nds 

f or the coun ty . 

Af t e r th£ Civi l •:;a r many of t he p l c:.nta t ions we. re d is

continue d , s 01r1e of t hem nev er t o p r oduc e s~ur aga i n . 

At fir s t the l a bor a nd p r oduction costs p l ay e d an enor mous 

p ar t in th e de c l ine of the i ndust r y . I n 1 880 when convict 

l abor was obta i ne d the r e was p r odu0 E: d i n For t Bond County, 

ac cor ding t o t he Uni ted 3t nte s Cens us, 1 , 8 2? hogshea d of 

sugar and 11 9 , 0 ? 9 gallons of mol ns 3e s on l , ?38 a c res of 

l an d. 36 

I t was in 1881 t h s.t a nagazine nri t e r report ed thut 

s i x sp l endi d s u g ~r ~ i l l s i n For t Be nd Count y coul d be se c. n 

fro~ t he stut ion of Walker . 37 

Fort Ben d Co unty r e ce ive d r:mc h prai se u t t he .-:orld' s 

Zxp os ti oa he l d i n Nbw Orleans i n 1883 for p roducing s u 

p erior refin ed s ug~r . A nev.1 p:.:.p c r of t h.::l t c i t y s t ate d tha t 

· 11 t he p r ize s f or refined s ug2.r \! '. r e :.J.V1:.1r d e d t o '!' . 'ri . Bouse 

of !Ious t on ·:1ho3 c c_· op ·:1 3.s r a i sed on h i s .Ar col a ::i l a u t a t i on 

i n Fort Bend County . It had been thought , the :il'ticl e 

35 Ibi d . , p . 8 1 

36 A . ';V . Spe i g ht , n e s ources , Soil, and Cl i !:late of Texas, 
p . 1 04. 

3? Laur a J. Irv i n , "A Sketch of Fort Bend County " , The 
American Sketch Book, An Historical~ Home J ournal, 
pl 76. 
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continue d , th::i t it v.us i yos :3 1 bl -:3 t o mi.Jee n f in€ qual i ty 

of sugu r from 'l'ex,:1 s C!:in - , but from the succ •s ~ of Eouso a nd 

o t her pl~1~ers--nota bly E . c. Cunn i ngham ~nd T . ~ - Ell i s -

t he y h a ve been a bl e t o r.o t only CQ.lP.l but s v t-n 6X Ce l s oine 

of t he :r.o s t n oted l0uinl one p l t.1r1- t e rs in q U!Jl i t y a n (1 qu1mi t y 
'l.~ 

of s ucqr , the l r l enJ3 betnD so r i cb ,v ~ 

~h e census f or 1 900 does not st 1 tha t c~y 3~g~r ca ne 

wq s produce d i n t hG county . The eforf , due t o a di 8e s t er

ous Br 1;.zo s r•i vGr ov r-f . ow ~~ n<i the 1 9 00 hurr ict1~€ i t is ~ur -

•J ri s i ng tha t i n 1 91 0 the co unt y produ c E;d u o r f. t h--n 90 , 000 

ton s of c~ne on 6,??5 a cres of lend . ~it h in th e n xt ten 

ye ilr s d ue t o r"'o reie;n CO'il.r'eti t on :.; Ilct t he nvas ion of i nsect 

-pe3ts the industry we.s c.l:no:i t com::-- letely dri Ve n o t of ex i s 

ten c €: . Only f i fty - one ~c .::· ::3 \ ·Gre pl1mtcd in 1 920; the y i e ld 

be i ng f55 t ens of c ~ne ~nd 2 , 553 gal on1 of ~0 l u9ses . 39 

In 1 922 on t he J~peri ~l , H~rlem and Rams ey 3 t ~te Farms 

wher e .::u o s t o f the c r op wa s r :i ise d , 4 , 000 .9. cre s W(;r e plmt ed 

i n 0 5.ne-- r.m ln r- eaee of 1 , 500 _cres :from t he ..: re ced i n g y6 .,r . 

Bu t due t o t he f l oods of -~ r il ..--.nd t.-'ay, 1 9 22 , t he c ane gave 

e ~uc b sm~ller yield thun a ver ~ce . Uoreo ve r, not al l of 

th9.t 1, rod · ced wtis -1v.-: i l e. bl e f or s uge.r nnd !3yr up 1 I t was 

39 News it e11l , " All t he Prize s --,_r col a ' s Tri uI!lph P. t the ,. or ld ' s 
Ex-;,os ition" , 1~cw Orle _ns Tribunt:s , (?ri a rc h 8 , 158 ) . 

9 Lnite d 3t a t es Cens us fo r y e a r s indica t ed . 
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estim8t E-d tha t t he yield from 1500 &cres would be r ~u ired 
40 

for re -o l anting . 

Sugar c im e 1s now grown extensively on the coa s t al 

pr a irie f e.rms of Fort Bend County and t hou~h 11ot prope rly 

a s or ghum , i t i s us u~lly pl ac~d i n ths t cla ss if icut ion for 

commt-r ciol purposes . I t is no t grown f o r s ug&r making , but 

for syrup , l 5r gely for borne consumpti on !:l!ld lo co. l me..rke t s . 41 

t the present t iwe , the s ugar ce.nc crop i s usuall y 

harves ted i n De cember after the res t of the crop~ are gathe r ed 

and when the far m ac counts h c.ve been b:.1 l snce.d . 3 i nce t he re 

is ::-.ot 111uch other work a t t hE: t h..10 , t ha ·;;hole neighborhood 

~ay c ooper~te in he l ping the s ug 6r c~ne grcwL rs boil down 

th~ cane j~ice , ~va~orate thE water and cook off the i m

pur i tie s to m ke the sy rup . J o~E:ti~ es t h e manufa cturi ng 

i s done by a n entcrpr i s i n.s f &rmer i r. t he c o,rr.7.:;uu ity , "/;ho t a kes 

p "l rt of the product as his pay . Ilors es &nd .::.kles fi...rnish 

mos t of thE 1notiv E:- po-u E- r f or s · rt.i.p Jis. k ing . 

The gr eat Gst hand i ca ps t o success ful cans gr owing in 

tMs se;c tion. ~r t \ tE vils a nd ~··oms wt icr, bore i nt o the s t i1 lk 

e nd someti!:le s destroy the en ti r e pl bnt, 6&ting out th6 in

ter:or s ud le av in~ only thE aheli . 42 

40 1:1;,ws item , "C s.ne Grinding Tirr.e s.t .Jug.1r Lund" , cxas Com
mercial~, vol . Iv, (De cembe r 9, 1922), p . 17. 

41 "Sweet Sorghum an d Sug c.1r Cane'' , The Texas ~nt1c ~ 
3t s. te Industr i a l Guide, l939 - 4o;-p . 189 . 

42 News s t ory , "Syrup - ~ak i ng Ti me I s Happ~ One" , The Houston 
Chronicle, vol . 1L, (De cember 8 , 1940) , p . 2-.-
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Pot a toe~ . not 9t o gr o tng f or g1:i. rd6n use c c:.me into Fort 

Bend County \1.i t h the early ;, ion01: rs, who pl anted e t:ener 

ou s suppl y of the: tube r s for f ~;m ly consumpt ion . Orn:: e arly 

v::dter s t B.t€ d that: 

It ha s bel n ger.e r ully sup posed t ha t the Irish 
not e.to v:ill not thrl ve i n t :!ls cu untr , onl in 
the e~rly pe rt of the s eeson , Thi s i s e mi s t hke . 
ie h 1-! V b s o!lle specimens t ti.kE::n from th f; ~rdbn uun
tiguous to our off ic e , v: e i ghing one po und e&ch . 43 

The first successful attempt t o g row potut oes 001:..mer

ci All y to any extent on the coas t a l pl a ins of Tex&s w~3 made 

in the Bra zo s Valley in Simonton , Fort Bend County in 1 905 , 

when t wo plucky former Kans a s r.i en , J . R. Spencer and T. L. 

Mul J ins , p l Bnted one hundred a nd forty a c res in the spring 

of tha t y enr . Contrary t o pr edict i ons , t h is first cr op wus 

a comol ete su ccess, :md !.l se cond crop of pot atoes was pl tmt ed 

on the same l &nd tha t f all . The proceeds fr om these t wo 

crops a i d for ~n 8 00 ~ere tract of l a n d a t $25 pe r a cr e , of 

whi ch t he crop 1 ~.md \\'BS e. pe rt . Fort Bend County won f 8IIle 

a s the l eading pot nto secti on of Texas;4 end t he pot ato in

dust r y i nc r eased . s te adily . In 1909 t hr.e e hundred and f ifty 

c ar louds of ot atoe ~ WL r e shi ppcd . 45 

','/hat p r o b e. bly wus the l a r gest "pot ut o p&tcb" in the v, orld 

was t he 2150 a cres in the pot ~to f i eld of 3ug E:.r l and Indus ~rit:!S 

43 News i te::n , "!.l: i s ce ~ laneous I t c:ms " , Telegranh ~ Texas 
d egis~er , vo l . I , (hove~ be 14 , l5j5) , p . z. 

A 3 • •. • " c~' il 2u , he Bcok _ f ;.;rt ~ ~uun t.y 7e:;u.,_ s , p . 1?8 . 

45 "Pot atoes ·• , The Texas _-.l mannc ~ : t e te Indus tria l Gu l de , 
] 910 , p . 1 6 9 . 



6t J ug ~r l .E. nd. rt produc ed 200 bus hels t o the 3. cre e nd 

t he <'r•:ip W!:18 V" 1 U E::d a t n 11 ::. lf mill ion dol l t\ rs . 46 

1 34 

The pe ~k yea r of production was 1934 when the y i el d wa s 

1 ~5 , 032 bushe l s . ,\b out 19 20 the pota t o indU.9 try began to 

be a f f e cted by a d i ~e a se k no"':n 1=1 s the Sout hern Blight , v.-hi ch 

c ~u 9 E1 B lcr~e r a t of the cron to dec ay in trans i t . Si n ce 

th~t time there h ~3 b e ~n ,, gr ad u a l de cline in oot a to a cre age 

in For Bend County. 4 7 

Rice. .-uiothe r fo o d crop t h ut we.s cul t i voted by the e •-~ rly 

pioneers of the j tat~ WMS tha t of ricL . This w~s E.Vilently 

due t o t h e undevelo;,e.ct cond it i cn of the country fallci t o the 

lack o f sui t able ':luc j :~r:, y . 

, ccord i ng t o u letter , dutect October 1 , l GtiS , add res~ed 

to J . S . Br tidy , presid e nt ol' lm ·1:is Co1..,nty Inuustri 1 . • 3 t; CJ 

ci a "t lon , !'roman unknown :1.ic h1:1ond , Texu~ , .,ri t 6r wbu .s i gns 

hia n -10e '' Equ es" , Fort Bend County produ ced. ct c on3idE.rublt: 

quantity cf rice in 18 64 . The corres ;> ::>nd en t rett.rning h-..1rue 

f r om the s.r :ny in 1863 3pent a n i ght itn a f awily llt.: ur .Jon 

August 1ne and wa s s e; r ved rice fo.r su;, µer . ?ro curing some 

se€d , he oL,nted the ru on h i s ::?ort Bend Co nty f ;3.r fu i.u ·:ar ch , 

1S64 . On a c count of his being 2 vay from heme , thE cr0p was 

neglected yet yi t ldcd e b ountiful h a rvest . The grai was 

l ur ge end plurnp 2..na the use of it complet ely "weaned his 

46 t.: rs . t.: . ~-... . 2.umwa lt , Blue ] cropbook, unduttct cli p p ing , p . lo 

4? S • .h. • l-Jct/ i l l a.n , .2£.• cit . , p . 178 . 
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f run l y f r om the tnU3ty s tore r ice" . .'.11 who t,ri E-d t ho gra i n 

believed t hat ri ce cultur e would be r cf it c ble at flvc cents 

48 a po und . 

In The Rosenberg Eera ld i n t he c0lumn "Fr cm Out; Ol d 

F j les" the fo ll owi n g st 1.1tet!ent is 11cd6 : "'l'he 1 · 01 rice 

c1·opg of the Dyer f a r r.1 is e.. eucces s and ne x t y e r wi l l s u: 

e. t l e1,w t 10 , 000 !.l c r<:? g ::, l unted in rice in t his co t:nty . 1149 

' coord i ng t o a r e port i n 1909 whi ch gH vc the a c reage 

for the ?rinc i pf.1] crops 01· Fort Bend County , ri c f. wr-: s shown 

to ha ve been cu ltivnted on 8 ,7 27 a cre s . 50 But it W3 S no t 

until 19 29 thet the f ~rmers of FoL t Be nd Cot:nty c ~ms to a 

f u1 l r e uliza t i0n o f t h 1:: i 1~r,ort ance of the rice indus try . 

Xithin t hr e e yecirs fr o~ that ct~ t e the indu~try wns worth 

arurnHlly appro x: m•1tely a mil lion do llars . This included 

l e nting and ha r ve sting eau i pment , ~~na ls an d the water a i s 

tr but on 3ystem 9 d t he value of th e annual yield . 

Tbe Ric~nond ric e c ~nal sys tem w~s constructed in 1 ~26 . 

Twenty- f i ve mil es of rn q i n cBnals and fifty miles of l atera l 

cs na ls distr ibute wa t e r to the f i e l ds of the grower s . \'later 

fo r the c ·1 nal '3 i s drAwn from the Br r.izos Ri vo r by wo 900 

48 "Ea ue 9", "Rice Culture" , i','eekly Te l egr a ph , (O ~tober a , 
1868) , p . 2 . 

49 Hews item, "Fr om t.r v ld Files" , 'rhe f o s enberg E.erald , 
vo l . XI I , (Febru8ry 6, 1925) , p . 3 . 

50 Fr ank ,' . Johnson, Hi . t o ry or Tex E.s nn J Texans, (t. d ) , 
ii. . 0 . b~! kcr nnd ~ . ,: . , 'inkl r , vo l. II , p . G60 . 
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hor!"lt:i :, o·sfl r r,ot orP rmd two thi rty - ii i:.. uch pt l!:lps . Tlle pump 

ing cnpu city .R 100 , 000 gnll ons per rn inute. 

pnrox · m,~tely nir.Gty pe r cent of the rice is pr 0d uc t: d 

on (1 50- 5 0 ba sis, the R chmond Cnn &l Co!"',p'3r.Jr , o ... ned b·· C. G. 

Jackson And T . B. J a ckson of Hous on, furn sh ng sec~s , 

Sb P d, ••m. t.c r ::n d l un e ~nn the rrr owe.ro doi ng the nctus l work . 

Land u t li z ed b.' thf' r ce f ar!!lcr:, i r.i l c(;c, ed . " rod ~c ng a 

r i ce crop u, to thP time of h Br~~s t ng cos t rut avera~e of 

$55 t o ~ 60 rm ncre .n 1942 . .,pproximn t c l y - , 000 n:.cn hove 

been Emo loyed in t he r ice fiElds duri ng each harvest geason . 51 

In 1 930 _ort Bend County r a nked t hird among the ten l etid 

inf( count i e9 of Texa s 1.n t he µrod\.Jct ion of rice. Accor ding 

to the census for fi ve crop ye ars, t he rice y i e l d for For t 

Bend County WA 9 ~s f ollows: 

Ye a r l cre o.ge Bushe ls 

1 ~20 230 1 2 , 344 
1924 725 21 ,500 
1~29 1 2 , 4 26 o.)o ,7oo 
1934 5 , 414 3 0 , 088 
1 939 4 , 3'.1 7 284 , 02 652 

51 ;.r thur F . :: wder.3 , ''f·ice. Indu3t!'y liu3 .i :·apid Gr·owth , " 
~ Texas Co as t e r , vol . :LUVI , (Februnry 1 3 , 1 ~31) , 
>. l ; inte r v1 t~ , ~. G. Jackson , Hous t on , rsxas , 
(Dec € be r 1 9 , 1 4~) . 

52. " r ic t.ltural Gr ap Report s .. , Till:_ Texas -----~~ __g_ .]t nte 
I ndustr c l G~ id s , 1~2? , p . 1 60 ; 1 ~3 , ~ - 5 ; 1 J 6 , 
p . 244; 3 i x t umth Census of the united 3 t ates , "Agri 
cul turc" , p . 140 . 
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Othe r Cr or. ~ . _f t er y a rs t ere h a s l s u l a ce d ur on cott on 

a s th t ch i ef cr up o f t b t sme_ l l l'tt _ 11if _ s i n Fort Be nd Co unty 

whe they g ave ov~r the ir utir b ~e r Qge t o i ts c w. t i va t i on 

a n Ci d t: pe nc.e d up'.)~ t he i:- e rch t-nts t , s t: ' .? lY the ir f ood , on 

at t e rr.p t 13 r~ ov, bein ~~ .U:.:.t, d t o r ec:i6d:;1 t h is e v i l by di vers if i 

C L:. t i on . 

Yo !.if(; crop 8 bt.· C.=f.ie i !:l o r t unt e. 8 the gr a zin G; b E:cg::1n to 

be ou lti v ~ted . Fo r t 9e nd County , hry· ve r , ha s ne ve r ? ro

du ceci .:or<- of t h e; s e tha n .,he c ould U'3e . ·:, . P . ,{inner of 

Fulsh€ur H'?\ S f irst t o show 'lO s s ib . lities of hegu.ri a s a l t: te 

g r u in an d f or B.ie crop . It i s widely l onted n o•,, , n g a lso 

i s Su d :::n gr as s . I n t h e .i l 1,10nto11 :1 re s;. s oy be <:i nS and a l f a l f !:i 

are s uccesaf~ _ly ruiged . J ohns on g r a s ~ ia use d ~s ah 

cr op . Oat g a r e no t r1 i s e d much on account of th6 rust . 

Truck c ro ps off er ~t t r !:l. oti v e o i~s bi l i ti e s , bu t until 

1 925 t he county h ud ~ot ye t e s t ab l i shed · t s e lf in t he !llLJrk e ts 

as a t ru cking c '°·n t. E: r . On t h e l 11 n d-J o:f T . L . 'u1li ns of 

.31 :non t on end of t he .::;u "~ r lend I ndu s tri e s a t 3 _,<1r Lrmd as 

·we l l :::. s th v ttri ous .3t 11 te Fe.r r:; s , t ru ck cr o')9 of gr e a t v ti.rie ty 

Hnd ex ce l l ent quality huv e b een 9r odu ced . Spin~ch , r ~di s h es , 

t u r n i ps , et t u c f-; , cabbo.~e , c au lif l ower , be t t s , ch1.:rd , be ,,ns , 

'F' U B 8 h, cucumbe f' R 1:1n d nu -.r::>k i n s , no t to De!lt i ·)n mctny ot he r 

lr.i nd c: t h 9. t h !-i VE' h e':'n €'T' Own , a re produced in a bundan c e . 

I n June , 1921 , .Ju g•., r Land c l 11 i med t he !D Flking 0f ,o;1 n e; w 

re cord f or 'I'ex J:1s when e. s ol id C'1. r l o ttd of c P- l e r y •:rn.s shi pp e d 
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t o Kansas Cit y . The c ~r cont e ined 250 cr ~t es of ni ne 

doze r bun ches e a ch , or 108 st <J. l ks t o t hE· cr t. tc . The: pr ice 

,es 90¢ t he dozen , ~8 . 10 t he crate . The y i eld f or 1921 

wa s t he best t ha t Cha r l es Va l enga , c e: l ery cxptr t , had been 

able to pr oduce n seven ye~r s . 5 3 This cr op was d i s con

tinu~d in 1 9 23 , due t o increase in ac r eage i n ~al ifor ni a 

and Flor i d:i duri ng the s wrJuc r ::ionth s . 54 

Pe cans . Pe can tre es were f ound i n abund ance in Fort Bend 

County by the first v1hi t e men t o s ettle the re. True to the 

ol d adage that the humAn r a ce value s lightly the t hings that 

na ture g ives most fre e ly, the merit s of the pe can wer e not 

at fi r s t recogn i zed . In fact, so l i ghtly ~ere peca n trees 

va l ue d that when cowboys on their drive s c ame upon a tree 

loa ded with nuts, they habitually f elled it in ord er to 

gat her the nut s nore e asily , e nd as cotton production spre ad 

over the county , peca n trees v1ere de adened or cut dovm to 

clear the way for ~:.ore cultivabl e a cr es. But de sp ite neg

lect an d ill treat ment i n t he ear l y days , the t ree was so 

admir ably 9. dap t e1 to the gr owing conditions in the c...; unt y t hat 

tod ~y pe cans tU'e an i mpor t ant crop . It is not unusua l for a n 

i mpr oved pec an tree to pr oduc e f :·orn 100 to 125 pounds of nuts, 

valued a t $20 to $25. An a cre of good pe can l and wil l car r y 

5 3 News it em, "Su~ar Land Ships Carload of Cel ery", The 
Tex ,?. s Coa3t er, Vol. 7:·:VI, ( June 3 , 1~21) , ::> . 1.--

54 Int erview, E. O. Guehther, Tre a surer of the Sugarl and 
Industries , July 17, 1941. 



nine t 0 t · 'e l v0 t .::-ec s . Va u e i c i !:Llu1i t~ t t: ly , __ ~d ed t o the 

proper ty wten t he orcht.:. rd i s set cu t . By p l !1 n ting field 

crop!::1 b e- r.'een the trc s , o ne is .-,ot los i n~ tht; ~se .-· .11e 

t he or<lhit rd i ::i gr owing. The p t·i r.ci pu l Vtil'it t ies of p ec ~.ns 

p l • nteci j n the county -.. re the Burke tt , Tex 1.. s Frc ·. i f ic, ,!cst 

crn Schl ey , J.t• en and nugge t. The l u. s t n£.med i s f c.vo r ed 

hy the c r a cki ng ~l : nt ~ , ~ ~c~ it t ~s a smoc th, t h iL hell 

v.rhich c e.!l be re ·dily sept.r e cc. r r·oru the. rri.ea t . 

Tte l e r ;;c s t or c ha rds in t he county !.lre ov:ned by Dr. 

r . D. Hr. rr i s , F . R. F i e l cs , R. • J~fs , Hu ·;gi n s i.s t 1.... t e, 

~n~ h . P. Geor ~e . 5 5 

ort Re:cd Cour..ty i s rE' c li z ing tha t the pc c on i s ::riorc 

the.n F.. St ~te emblem . It i s a :r,or.ey r:.ake r cf ths fut ure . 

To the old til!lers who once 8eid =.c cut 1908 the. t Fort Eend 

County ~n'.s 8 'Jing 1·!:!t:.t ty" the re~ly i s "rr.o ney p;rov:s or. trees" . 

Ir. 19 25 , ·ci1 e r Ro s enbush of ~aster dev e l oped ;_1_ pe cE.n 

ahel i g -~dU 3 ry ttnt sh~• ed i nt er es ting possibiliti~s in 

pro i di.nCT employment f -1 r t went y-five or t t i r t y peop l e in 

s p ~re ti rr e . ihen th0 ·,·af·e ond Ecur l aw we.s pas ~e d, he clo se, d 

56 
bu s i ness , a s be c0ul rl not p~y the re .u i red ~ a ge . 

The r1 5. r is t -:i::- ce v 9.ries wit h ., r odl1ction d.lld demand • 

.,.,he fol lo•.,i:ni; r i:: r ort \ ' ,s obt 1:1 n s d o:i. ':i e Ca.c. pr oducti o n in 

5:1 InterviEw~ , Dr. R. D. Esrris, Ful=he Ar , Texas , J enu6ry 
15 , 1941 . 

56 Int e rview, Ns.l t er Ro senbus h , Fo s t er , Tcx 5.s , A.a~; 1 2 , 
1941. 
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Fort . ""nd •.;0 1..:~ty for f Jur t y- C ' , ) se:.qs ::in s : 

Year 5 E: uring Trees Pound s 

1920 6 , 037 60 ,500 
~24 9,167 816, ? ()0 

1929 25 , 9~ 7 32 £. ,9405? 
1940 8 7,240 662,400 

Beef Catt l ~ . The c a ttle indua t ry of Fo rt Bend County h a s 

probably und trgo n e ~raater evo lut i on t han any of the othe r 

indus t r i es whi c h began vdth t h - p i oneers . ' he catt l e of the 

co unty ·ere origin½~· y of two · r ~eds . Fir~t, h ere we re t he 

3punish c a tt le int od uce d a t an ear y date ur oun the mis 

sions a nd :;;e t t l er.nents in the s ou t he r n _p<il' t of 'fex s..s . The s e 

c a t t le inc.reused ral,, id l · ,md spread over the _p r a irie land 

of Fort BE-nd 0ounty . They we re of the ur i ~inal Tex as Long

hor n bre e d wt: ich existed o!. thE: range unt i l c omp-1r a ti vely 

recent t i mes . The ot::1er -vari€:t was the '' 3-:!ru b" c a t tle , 

brought in b t he Anglo- ·, er ic un colonist s who c '.:urle ~.fte r 

1821. ·dh e reas the Spwish Cd t tle bec ,~~e the e arly bE ef 

t pe , the .:icru b s to ck f r0 .1. thE. •.)ld (, r st r..tc3 for:r:ed t he bas 

is for i o s t of the d&ir rr pr d~ct3 f ~un on the f ~rCTs of Lhe 

c c, l..nty uLtil tt .. E: :s t fE.. v, ye !irs . Buil ir..g t;.p tl:h, _, t o ck 

into blued <: beE.!' •.:..nd d a ir - stock h.u ., b E u: cne of tae prin

ciptt l probl · i:us of t he c t1 t tl e indus t ry cons i c.t..r E:.d. as c whole. 

Shortly c:.ft cr 18 21 ;·1111am ~.ort cr.. brought rr..il.:;h cows 

i Ht o the reg l 0 w • i CJ:. is .-..m.- Fort Bcnd County. In the f a ll 

5 7 United States Ceusus for years indicated . 



141 

of 1 923 , ri.andt.tl J Htci tl;uk _ :i,o:gro be,· to Lo i e i 1.n a e nd 

r aded h i n ror ~ixt h-~a of c ~ttle , ~veryc~e of ~h c h he 

succe ecied in tr ingin6 t o hin pl :.:.. ce on th6 31'azc,3 i.!1. fo r t 

Benci Co t.nty . TLi:J •v ;;. s tue f i 3 t herd of ca ttle i:u.t ·(.,_;, 0c d 

i nt.o 1lu1tin ' s c:; lon~' . • 8 

. cordir~e O Th!' 9J l ' S .:... CC .JUll t 1 ..... bner Kuykend a l l br ought 

t c tbe Dep~rtI!"l.e .:it of the Brs.zcs se vent taad of c a t tle in 

l b21-1822 . Thc-3e c..nj_mels ·.•,ere n >t res tr . ctec t o Fort Bend 

59 Count y , ho, ·e VE-. .r . 

I n the fs ll of 1824 J ones gnd J . Ku ykend a l l drove a 

head of sixty beef catt l~ fr offi the Fort Se t t l ement t o San 

/ n t onj c '"!!, re they :i ir i.:- a '= uut cher, and 8ol d the ir beef f or 

e. good ,r i ce , 60 

The co wmen cf Fo rt Ee~~ C.v nty could well ncl ·de a l 

~o~t e ve ry citi ze n i n th~ county f rom t e tin~ of or g~ni za

ti on ' n l 38 t o 19 O. ? r a ctice lly ever y ~&L reg~rd l ess of 

occL ~ti on , r en s f e~ head of c gt t le. This cRn be verified 

by exrrn n n t he o l d tr e nd reccrd b ock i r.. t he co u.nty cl erk 's 

office. Prtacbf:r s, a..·1.-yr; rs , coc 0 s, pr -:i fess i on a l -=i nd non

rr0fes ~i on 9 me hs d a br~nd recorded . It wa s ne c cRPi ty , 

s ·nc E' t .ol1 " . 0 nd~ of c ,1 t le •~:h i c h bt cr~~ed t o llifill.Y di ft'c rent 

people w£.nc e red. ove:r the c ount y . 

58 ~T2v·r; · t e.::1 , "c~:. t<J. in Rand a l Jon es ", Hous t on Daily Te le 
gr~ph, vol . ~ , (June 10 , l 8? j) , p . 4 . 

59 Homer S . Thra l , ~ Pictorial His t ory of Texas , p . ?60 . 

60 Hou s ton Da i l y T l eer ~nh , Ibid . 



Tbc rn•~ ,i a tior, of the co•:.;';~u f Gu c p ictUT c. 3¼U · t -

pre s~ OI! l! thE. dE...:.; i grl .d n mne 01· -hE: i rlir u1ds . l!.ach 

o·,-ner s€;}ectt ~ P- lett,sr or s O SO!i:o ki 5.S -1 s ortilld 

Pnd t h s .,,_:'d st s:q:;e::d v•i th ll hot ll·or. n e · cy uni lll. l be -

lo ~ nv to ' i m. Br~n s vc re usuJ l ptcc ~ ~ r -ccr in 

t!:le netne of the O't, Ilf;I' n the CouL y ~,re.r.d ::'ecord Bcok . 

Sar:1o l es o f " Cowh id G 'rt " i n ,.o t Bend C unty; 1 

Br und 
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Q 

The !'6 C Ot'C18 of 

ty i n 

Ovmer 

Jgne Long 

?, & J. 7 . Eor·un 

i i •:m ~'.ort ')n 
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th6 numrer of C'J t l e -: .. 

DE. ta 

1838 

lG3-J 

l S.39 

l3.j4 

135'7 

1370 

3 71 

1£- 04 

cd i n each c oun -

C f n sus taken n , 250 ~ m-- e d the ce t le p pulatiu of Fort 

~ d t t h n o ~o~ h- d 62 , E:: n oun o e c. , ,.,_,, ::;a • 

61 Fort Bend County Brr,nd Records, Book _ , Cf ~ice of County 
Clerk , .·d. chmond , • x e. s . 

62 "Livu3to ck ~ nort - - } :"1.1.·t Bc.nd County '' , ~ 'le ~.s .-J.manac 
_ d_ Indus tri a l Gu de , 1857, p . 215 . 
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By 1860 there was an average of ten catt l e to ea ch 

person in the count~ and the price of beef Wti S low. This 

was probably due to the great number of cattle and the l ack 

of marke t demand. It is of int erest to comp bre the price 

of beef in 18 62 with the price of beef at a ret a il market 

in 1942 . According to the published st atement of a de uler 

in 1862, which appears below, pric E. s were not good at that 

time . 

Beef t Beef! 

Having loc ated myself permanent ly , I am prep ared 
to furnish the citizens of Columbus and the vi 
cinity with beef a t as low price a s can be aff orded 
and in quanitie s t o suit the purchasers . My terms 
are for first choice 5¢ per pound; for second choi ce 
4½¢ per pound; for third choice 4¢ per p ound; and 
while credit is extended to cust omers, ~he payment 
will be due on the first of each month . 3 

The price of be ef in 1942 kept in refreigerating coolers 

in the s ame vicinity, a ccording to a de ler, f ollows: 

First choice, 35 cents per pound 
Second choice , 30 cents per poung 4 Thi rd choice, 25 c ents per pound 

The Civi l Wa r provid ed the cat t lemen with a market for 

their beef . But aft er the capture of Vichsburg by the Fed

eral forc es in 1863, this market was cut off . By that time 

63 Advertisement, "Be ef! Beef !" The Colorado Citizen, 
vol . III, (May 26, 1862 ), p. -r 

64 Louis Vosc amp, As si s tant in St russ ~eat Market , Columbus, 
Texas , 1iay 20, 1942 . 



144 

all the abl e bodi ed me n ha d left Texas to j oin the Confed

erate forc e s 8.D.d the cattle were fre e to roam the pra iries 

and multiply . \'ii th no market a time came in Texa s, it was 

a id , when a man ' s poverty wa s e stimat ed by the number of 

cattle he oossess ed . 65 

In 1865-67, Fort Bend County had the f ourth large st 

cattle a sses sment in Texa s , r e a ching 78,000 head, w~ich 

66 probabl y would i ndic3t e a p re sence of more than 100,000. 

The a ssessment wa s only 56 ,000 he ad in 1870 bt- caus e there 

wa s l ittle or no m~rke t for cattle. An effort wa s made to 

get a pr ofit fr om them by sl aughtering them "for the ir bi de s 

and t Ei llov: ". J . Fr ank Dobi e in !::._ Vaq ue ro of the Brush Coun

try, de s cribes this pha se of the cuttle indus try . nccord

ing t o tha t ~ut hority, sp lendid herds wer e driven from Fo r t 

Be nd County to rendering pl ants a long the co asts whe r e they 

wer e slaught erea . 67 

The struggle of the fir s t cattle r a is er s of the c ounty 

to find m~rket s for t heir s ur plus cat t le da t e s ba ck to the 

e arly drive s of t he 1840' s when many of them were pool i ng 

their cat t le and drivi ng t he m to the run r k et at Harrisburg, 

65 Joseph G. McCoy , Hi s t oric Sketc hes of the Cat t le Trade 
of the ','/est and _,outhwest, p . 20 .- --

66 " Agriculture of the "Gnit t..- d 3t aee s in 1860", Eighth Census, 
p . 142 . 

67 Ednr. ~ay Tubbs, nr:i i d t and Tallov: Factori es Once Thriving 
Indus t ry on Goa ' t", 3e.n Antonio Expr ess, vol. LXI X, 
{June 17, 1934 ), p . 27 . 
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Galveston , or New Orle ans . However , "Tr!iil driving" did 

not as gume pro9ortions of e conomic i moort a.nc t until after 

the Ci vi l ;•i e.r when the influence of no rthe rn ni-,rkets began 

to dr aw the pro duct of the Texas r anges . The cat t le of 

Fort Bend County wer e then driven to the Northern m~rkets 

ove r the Shawne e Tra il tlnd the Chisholm Tra i1. 68 .~.s soon 

a s the herds \"le r e collected, they were driven through Fay

et t e County a long the spurs of the trail in Bell County, 

proceeding thenc e due north to Tarrant County 1here the 

tra i l continued to Northern market s or gra ss l and s . The cow

boys of the co unty d id not fee l that their care~ wH s com

plete without dr ives to Northern ms.rket s . Thom3. s ·N . Byar s , 

of the l a s t of the cowboys who followed the tra i], told ve ry 

int eresting t a le s of hi s exp eriences on several of the 
, . 69 a r1ve s . 

The Texas Al mana c of 1873 print s a lis t of owners who 

had cattle dr iven over tho Chisholm Trail, pa ssing Ca l d~ell , 

Kan s a s, in 1872 . .i.mong the,J a r e the following Fort Bend 

County c attlemen: 70 

·, • H. Kyle 
,Im . Thomos on 
J . I • Fost er 
D. Dougherty 

May 28, 
}tay 29 , 
June 3 , 
June 12, 

950 
888 

1711 
700 

68 l.:ap, T. C. Richardson, The Tex <.1 s Alnuma c, 1939 - 40 , p . 210 . 

69 Int erview, Thomas II' . Byars, Columbus, Texas, (Aug . ,51 ,193 7) . 

70 "Record of Texas Cattle Passing Caldwell, Kan se.s, Dr iven 
over the Ol d Chi sholm Tr ail , 'or the Ye ar 1872" , Texas 

lmanac and Indus tria l Guide, 1873, p . 30. 



Guthrie and Beas ley 
Robert Hodges 
J . w • .. dams 
John ?Zoore 
Lit tle & Per r yman 
T. P . Thomps on 

June 12, 
J une 21, 
June 22 , 
J uly 2 , 
July 6, 
July 29, 
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2000 
1700 
1850 
1520 
4500 

930 

Nith the introduct i on of r a i roads i nto the s t a te , 

catt le tra il - driving wa s i nt errupt ed. The r ailro~d com

p ani es t ak ing advant age of an op~ortunity for inc r easing 

fre i ght made pr ovi si ons to t ake cur e of t his phase of busi 

ness, and provided a cco~.rnodati ons for the ca ttle to be 

s hi pped f rom v ar i ous locali ties. 

Random, a fl ag s t ation t en 11iles from Ric hmo nd, wu s 

in 1878 an i mport ant s hip ping po int for cattle in that 

section, t e r a i lroad having pr ovided ample accommod ati ons 

for tha t purpos e by building a cattle pen . 71 

Late i n t he ' SO' s the s toc lanen of Fort Bend County be 

gan to use the bar bed wire thut John ii . Gat es , a young ha r d

ware s ale sman , had introduc ed into Texa s in 1871. 72 
r~ 

they f ence d of f t heir l a nd and inc r eased t hei r holdings , 

big r anches came i nto ex i s tence end i mproved s tra ins of cat 

tle, r a is ed und er sc i enti f ic met hods , were introdu ct d , push

i ng the f ~ffious Texas Longho rn into history . 

Follovling the trend of th€. times , the cattle men of 

t hi s sE ct ion bEgan t o fe 1c d s t EE:rs for mr, rket and in t hi s 

way obt a in a hi ghe r pric e f or thei r c~ttle . 3oon thE ca t tle 

71 J ame s L. Rock and ·y . I, 3mi th, Sout he r n and .fester n Texas 
Gu ide for 1878, p . 208 . 

72 L. w. Ne\v t on and H. P , Gambr e l l , 
Hi s tory of Texas, p . 328 . 

Soci a l and Politic a l 
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r a i sers began to re al i ze that if t he ir cattle w~ re to be 

used a s feeder s t hey must r a i se the i mpr oved beef t yp e 

whi ch woul d justify the cost of 'eeding . · ccordingly, t hey 

entered on t hi s phase of cat t le industry which resulted in 

the int roduc tion of several populur breeds of cattle . The 

Ho l s t e in- Friesiun cat tl e we r e introduced i nt o the county 

by H. B. Mc crary in 1894, and in the s ame ye ar the Heref ords 

wer e brought in by the Ryon-Far mer Pas t ure Company. ,,hen 

the Brahma cattle of Indi a we re introduced in the coastal 

country by T. 1 . Pi erce ("Shanghi"), a few of these ca tt le 

were exper imented with in Fort Bend County by Ii . J. Frost . 

He had the distinct ion of being the second man in the Unite d 

St a t es to im!)ort Br ahma bulls to this country. ,;_t one time 

he brought a s acred bull fr om Indi a , wh ich co s t ~2000 to i m

port . 'These Br ahma cattle were cons idered "t ick pr oof". 

Later the Shorthorns were intro ·uced in the county by the 

!✓core -Dunl avy Ranch . However, of a l l the d if f erent breeds 

wh ch hs ve come into the county , the Herefor ds are very l urge

ly the beef mimal of this section . 73 

A visitor t o t he ranch of A. P . George would be im

pressed by the eff iciency of h i s modern s tock faru which 

ha s for its only pur p ose the bre ed i ng of bett er cattle. 

Geo r ge ha s had ye ars of expe ri ence i n the s tock indus try und 

73 Intervi ew , A. P . George , Richmond, Texas, ay 15, 194 2 . 
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hi s herd s 6re from the Los t pop~l tir and ~ell establ ished 

broodlints , compri s ing t wenty- s i x well known f ami lies of 

the Shorthorn breed with sires of the le adi ng herds of the 

Unit ed States and Canada . Bes ide s the Shorthorns, he 

specializes in Her eford s , Polled- Angus, Durham, and Brahmas. 

Hi s show cow "!Aayfl owc. r" i s an undefe ated clti.ss wi nntJ r and 

a he avy milker. 74 

The Basse t t Blakely ~anch ~t Gas t on attained nati onal 

fame in 1926 when it was us ed a s loc ation for the motion 

oic t urE "North of 3 6" . 

Below ar e dat a by ye ars showing the non- da iry catt le 

population of Fer n Bend County : 

1850 
1860 
18?0 
1880 
189 0 
1900 
1 91 0 
1 9 20 
19 30 
1940 

Dairying. 

Number of cut tle 

49 , 840 
61 ,853 
48 , 415 
44,429 
26 , 8 60 
45 , 8 64 
40 , 99 6 
32 , 384 
5?, 062 ?5 
43 ,694 

Import ant ad juncts to Fort Bf' nd County agri cul -

tu.re ar e provided by d~ilryi ng and poultry r uising . -~ of old, 

Fort Bend County i s still u cat tle producing section, but not 

74 New s story , "A. P. Georges Herd TL~ke s honor s" , The Hous 
t on Chronicle, vol. ~LI, (March 3 , 1 941), p . S:-- --

?5 Uni ted St at e s Census for the ye urs indicat ed . 
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al one for beef purpos Ls . Dairying has made vas t strides 

in r e cent ye e r s . Such a ~ovement was , of course , to be 

expe ct ed , ~long vii t h i mproved bre ed s &nd ,..iore a. ttention 

be ing give n t o sanit a r y f eature s . Prio r to 1920 there 

was rel atively littl e mi l k pr oducti nn for the cofuruercial 

markets . ~os t of the da iry production consisted of butte r 

for locul tra.de . 3ince 1Y2 0 Fort Beud County fa r ~ers are 

incre asingly engaged in the industry Gnd there a. re seve r al 

l arge da iry f arms that att ract cons iderable notic~ and pro

duc e profit able returns . 

Probably the first dairy bus ines s in Fort Bend County 

v·as operated by !,rs . Emma Wilson on Churchill Fulshear' s 

Lake Hill . l ant ati on At Fulshear . 1Irs . P .H. Manaker of 

Ful she ar, a ni e ce of t,ir s . ,, ilson, related tha t Mr s . 1-i ilson 

during a pe ri od of f inbnci a l s t r e s s in the e ar l y ' 80 ' s , be 

came inte r e s t ed in the poss ibility of deiry ing as a pr ofit

abl e Sout h Texas indus try . ~ith habitua l e nergy she pres sed 

an ar :ay of Ne groes into servic e and gathered dozens of Long

hor n coV✓ s . Negroes put the milk into tubs, whi ch they Ctir 

ried on their he ads t o a slat - cover ed dai r y h us e--a build

ing wh ich wt1 s s till standing in 1940 . Cre am was skiillJled 

into n stone churn s o t all that one had to st and and re ach 

high to ope r tl te the das her up a nd down . The but t er wa.s 

pa cked into tin bucket s and carried by wago n acres ~ the 

country seven miles t o t he nearest r a i l r oad , where it was 

shi ~ped to Hous t on . 
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Mrs . Manaker ' s story continues7 " iihen I was a very 

small girl ;.untie took me to Richmond , •,here we visited 

some of her friends . They wer e hi ghly ela ted over a new 

breed of milch cows they had bought ~nd eagerly t ook her 

out to the barn to inspect them. They were Jerseys--so f ar 

a s I know, the first to be brought into the county . " 76 

The best known dairy f brm in the county today is the 

one owned by Benj ami n Clayton of Californi a locat ed on the 

beautiful Sart arti s Plant t i on whi ch cont a ins 2000 a cres , 

fronting on the Ol d Spanish Trail between Ri chmond and Sugar 

Land . There are one hundred ~nd sixty re gistered Jer seys , 

al most everyont of them capable of becoming e chwnpion . .,Ul 

of them produce their own weight in butterf E:. t each year , 
?7 

and some surpass this record . 

The John • Yarling herd wa s es t abl ished by buying good 

Jersey calves and r aising them i nto better cows . A f i rm 

believer in good f eed for his catt le, Yarling has be en do 

ing extensive growing of the soy be an . He ha s f ound it a s 

good a fe ed as alfal f a. and uses it ooth 8 S dry hay and a s 
?8 ensil age . 

76 Interview, Mrs . P . H. Y.anaker , Fulshear, Texas, July 
5 , 1940 . 

77 News story, "Beautiful r.'art arti a Plant ation Lends Charm 
to County", Fort Bend Reporter, vol. XIII , (Septembtr 
30 , 1938 ), p . 2 . 

?8 David J . Morris , "John A. Yarling of Rosenberg Sells Cows 
to Buy Calves in Or de r t o Build U~ Fine Jersey Herd ~, 
The Hoµsto n Chroni cle , vol . XII , {Aug. 24, 1941) , p . 14 . 
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Yarllng's herd t tikes most of the honors at the Hou s ton 

Fat 3 tock Show held ~a c h ye a r . In 1941 when there we r e 208 

entries i11 the show , hl s cows won f o ur f irst pl a c es , t wo 

second p l a c es nnd p l ~ced in several oth e r clas3c s . 79 In 

1942 , o.t the Horris County Dairy Cow 3hov. the Gr and Champ ion 

of the entire f ema l e exhibit wa s Royal Desigh ..,.rm Lee, f our 

ye a r old cow of the Yarling hera . 8 0 

Some of the other JUt s t a nding Jer s ey d 11iry c a ttle owners 

of Fort Bend County are Sug~rl ond I ndus t ri c s, Pauline Yeld 

c r ::r.:an , 'i i . A. Br inlmmn , "iill Le hman , a nd W. A . Owen • 

.A.bou t 1916 a w& ve of silo building s wept ove r the cou n 

t y . i t fir s t s ilos proved visappointing be c 9use the owners 

le i:-:.n ed too heav ::. 1.;1 on en3 ilage 'ti~ ith t oo li t tle cone e ntr11t e s 

for the fa tt ening r ~tion . 81 

E . ·N. Foote , a n a tive of i3r e ckenr i dge, Kentucky , c e.me 

to Rosenber g i n 1935 a nd es t a blished a d a iry in 19 27. He 

cla i ms to heve bui lt the fir P> t trench s ilo in t he co unty, 

which tod ay ha s f ou Tt ec n upri gh t s i los e.nd t h irty - E:dgbt 

trenc h silos . 8 2 The out s t bndi g d ti i r y fe.r~ s f ind the silo 

79 Rev;s ~tor y, "John Yerling ' s Ee rd Take s Hon ors a t Fa.t St o ck 
, hov: " , The Tex a s Coa s t er, vo J. XLVI, (Fe b . 20 , 1941), 

pp . ? • 

80 r;e v,s s t ory, "D Riry Catt le ,;i r. Honors L County Show", 
The Houston Chroni cle, vol. XLII, ( ~ay 1, 1 - 42) , p . 1 2. 

8 1 3 . • McMil lan, The Book of Fort Bend County, p ""l . 16 2 - 163 . 

82 Int e rview, County ,c.gent , H . B . Ro e s , Ros e nbe r g , Te xas , 
February 25 , 19 4 2 . 
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a ne cess ity. Together with soil cons ervat i on , it i s uak

i ng pos s ibl e the f eeding of r:-tor e stock on a g iven are a l:Uld 

conse qUE:- ntly :-Jor E.: Fort BE: nd County fa rmers are buying da iry 

herds . 

Si nce there are r:o crenrr,eries in t be county, cream 

st at ions have been establ ished i n the var ious tov~s ta whi ch 

the f a TI!lers t ake their milk . From the st ation, the milk is 

t r ~cked to Houston . Thus A re ~dy cash market has been d -

ve.bp ed for the farmer s . The or 'ne r s of thf:: larger da i ries 

sEnd their cre3m to Hous ton da ily in their own t rucks . 

A the da irying industry de velo ed, need wu s fe lt for 

closer coooer ati on. This w as me t by the organi zati on of the 

Jort Bend ~ounty DRiry r..sso ciat~on in Richmond, J anu ary 24 , 

93e . 83 

The first Da i r y Show was held in Fort Bend County in 

1941 and was accl a med by dtl iry ex ~erts as being the l a rges t 

and the be 3t one ever held i n the Stat e of Tex s . It es 

t abl shed a prece d~nt in t he exper i en ce of da iry men thr ough

out the St a te and was a demonstration of county cooperat i on . 

OvFr 10,000 ~e ople were a t tract t d to Rosenberg for the t wo

d9y show whic h ha d he adquar ter s a t the county fair ground . 

The f rst dRy fe a tured the mi litary maneuvers of the 

be.tt t. lion of the 204th Coas t ,u-ti l l ery of C8lllp Jielen with 

83 ;€wG i tc!:l , "Da i r y \s s oci e. t i un OrgEtni zcd" , The Texas 
Coaster, vol . XLI , (J anu ur y 30 , 1 g3o }, p:-T. 
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l t. Col . Robert F . Kenuon i11 cbt.1. rge, '.ind the Fa r mer 's 

Dt:.ughter contest. iu l "D t..Ue,h tert' con t€.; stants v:ere re uired 

to we ar costumE: s rnadt f rou cot ton. Mi s s Ne l da Hopmo.nn of 

Peasley res unanimously ewar d~d the ti tle of "~ i ss Ttx& s 

Fr.rmcr ' s Daught er" und wes pr c:sentE!d t1 be t:.utif t~l t rophy . 

The :Nsti ons. l Ge ugr , :1hi c E.agaz ine Rt e. ff pho togr apher t ook 

co l ored photogrpphs of the contes t ~nt3 . The s e cond day of 

the s how f ta t~red th e da iry ca ttle exhlbit. 84 

Poultry. ,Uthough poultry r aising and egg product i on have 

exi sted in Fort Bend Connty since the first sett l e rs c:m,e, 

very little was done for commerci a l adv anc ement along t his 

line until abou t 1 900. At that time some f amili es in t he 

vari ous corrimunities bought incubator s from mail order houses 

and r a ised chi ckens on a small s cale principally for home 

use or as a means of barter a t the l oc ~l stores. The mer

chants in turn sold the s e chickens t o the townspeopl e who 

did not care to r aise chi ckens or they shipped them to 

H0 uston . : ..S t his was bE:f ore t he day of rL.otor vehicles the 

shipments were usually made onl y for holid ay trade in the 

city. 

The privately owned oi+- bur ning incubator •3 had t bei r 

d9y of s ervic e , but they soon ga ve way to t he new pha3e of 

84 News s tory, "Fort Bend County ' s First Dairy Sh ow", The 
Rosenberg Hera l d , vol. XLVII , (April ZS , 1941 ) , p . 1 . 
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the industry-- "hatchcries", whi ch use elect ricity for 

heating. The first hat ch ery to operate in the county known 

as the Ros enberg Hat chery was built in Rosenb£r g in 1926 

by E. G. ,u.vers of La Grange, Texas . It now ha:3 tt capacity 

of 48 ,000 chicks every three weeks , with cus tome r s as far 

as fif t y miles away bringing their eggs to be incubat ed . 

Due to great demand for chicks ne arby, this hatchery does 

not ship chicks any great dist ance . 85 

The only other ha tchery in the county is locat ed one 

mile south of Needville on Hi ghway 36 . It was established 

i n 1929 by R. Roes l er, Sr . and ope rated by E. A. Reisinger . 

The capacity was 12 ,000 eggs . It now ha s a capacity of 

33,000 eggs. No chicks a re s hi pped , the local cus t omers 

coming for t hem a s needed . 86 

Fort Bend County has no l a r ge f ar ms devoted entirely 

to con -:.ercial e gg produc tion . Probably the l ar gest one is 

ownE:: d by J . B. 1!ons , who 11 ve s on the Need ville Highway . 

It cons ists of t wo a cre s of well dra ined l and • .cill ave r age 

of 400 English ~'lhi t e l egho r ns ore kept and an average of 

250 eggs a re gathered ea ch day. 87 The Fort Bend County 

Poultry Associ at ion was or gan i ze d in 1936 . 38 

85 Interview, Richard Petters, Ros enber g , Texas, i~ ril 3 , 1942 . 

8 6 Inte rvi ew, Chas. T. Zwick, Needville, Tex&s, J une 20 ,194 2 . 

87 Interview, J tella ~ons, Rosenberg , Texas, Feb . 25 , 19 42 . 

88 News it em, "Poultry Asso ciat ion Organ i zed" , The Texas 
Coast er, vol . XLI , (Janua ry 30 , 1936) , p . I":-
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Turkeys . The Fort Bend County t urkey cr op l s gr owi ng 

l ar ger every y C::u r and be coming of i ncreasing i mport ~tn ce 

a s a uoney cr op . In 1 930 aoo r oxi ma tely 30 , 000 turkeys were 

marketed . 

,/1th the good raurkets end t he s t l:ind ar d hi ghways in 

the county , the pou l try r ~ising int erpr i se , whi ch i s jus t 

begi n~ing to be de veloped commerci al l y i s s ure to go f or

ward steadily . 

Cil. A re cent lucrati ve indus try in Fprt Bend Count y &p 

peared with the d i scovery of oi l ~t Blue Ri dge i n 1 91 9 . 

The Texas Coaster re corded the d i s covery in t he followi ng 

te r r:.i s : 

Ri ch.:::.ond was un e, xci t ed t ovm on l~ond uy :morni ng 
when t h£ news ~pre ad t hat gusher had cowe i n on 
the Blue Ridge Oil Fi e l d . ~u t ea number of J UX 
c iti zens benefited by t he gus her , und tradi ng we s 
brisk . ~ nwnbe r owned one - tl cre t r a c t s while se
veral lar ger tracts \'/e r e O\',ned by gr oups of indi 
viduRls . ~os t of the s al e s br~ught $10 , 000 pe r 
s ere , while C. g~ t:yers r e ceived ~13 , ?50 f or his 
one - a cre tra ct . 

Si x other f i e l ds have be en opened . In 192~ f i eld ex

ploroti ons we r e foll owe d by the di scovery of new fields et 

Bi r.Cre t. k , !: • A . Ueyer :1nd •• G. So Rel le of Houston at 

t empt ed to de velop the area a bout 1920 , but they wer~ ~ns uc

cessful i n securing the dril l ing of e. tt s t • .. e:: 11 un. t il ~~ · rch , 

89 !{ev;s s t or y , "Blue Ri dge Gusher Lnr ic h t. s • ichmond" , The 
Tex!.ls Co aster , vol. -~ rv , ( , pril 8 , 1919) , p . 1. 
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1922, when the y ~s s i gned 5,000 a cres to the Gulf Coffipa ny 

and the J nowden - ~!cSweeney Comp1::my. /i,. t es t \ ·e l l was drill ed 

t o a total d Gp th of eon f e et . It was comnleted on May 10, 

1 922 , a s a n 8 00 ba r r e l we 11 . 90 

Th e l~a s h Field was d i s c overed J anu e ry, l'i126, when the 

Ryc a de Oil Cor !)o r a ti on compl e:. t ed its Numbe r 5 Ne.sh fo r a n 

init i a l p roduct i on of 500 b c1rrels per day from a ~< i o c cne 

s and a t 4,12 ? f e et . 9 1 

Other d is co ve ri e s of 1 ~26 include the Orcha rd F i eld , 

wh i ch v a s pr ove n f or pr oducti on by the c omoletion of the 

Gulf Producti on Compa ny Number 5 !:oor e , on Janul:lry 18, for 

an initi a l pr od u c t on of 2 ,000 b 0 rrels daily of 34 .5 gra v i ty 
92 

oil fro n an Oli gocene sond a t a dep t h of 3 ,?08 feet. 

The '3ug s r La nd fi e l d \ as p roven for producti on rlar ch , 

1 9 2? , by t he comp l et i on of the Bumble Oil ind Refining Com

pany .!umbe r 1 3 u i:r,n r l and Ind us tri es , a s a n 800 ba r r el well 

a t a depth of 3 , 5 61 f e e t . 93 

90 tJews i t ern , " Bi g Creek :ell Fl ows 8 00 Bar r e ls ", The 
Rosenbe r g Her a ld, vol. XY .... ~I, (r:ay 15, 1 925), p:-1. 

91 Te 1;1 s s tory , "Texa s Has Gr e a t c,s t Cil Pr oducti on i n It s 
Ili s t ory During 1925" , Ho u 3t on Po s t - Di s p a tch , vol. :{LI , 
{JDnu ~r y l?, 1926 ) , p. 6 . 

92 Tews i t ern , "Gul f "."' r educ ti on Compc.ny Erings iri i3i g ,,ell 
c.! t Orcha rd " , The Ros e n be r g Her&ld, vol. x:::~X I I , 
( J a nua r y 2 2 , 1 926 ), p . 1. 

93 News i t ern , "800 Bar r el .:ell in Near J ugar Lc.tlld" , The 
Hou s t on Chr onicle, vo l. XXVIII , (Ma rch 2?, 1925 ), 
p . 1. 
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long Point, whic h was discove r ed by the t orsion ba l 

ance in 19 24, vms 1 i s t ed among the producing fi e: lds of the 

Gulf Co ast follov;ing the compl eti on on Decembe r 15, 1 9 28 , 

of the Gulf Production Company Number 3 Wolf a s a 50 barrel 

oil well a t a dep th of 600 fee t . 94 The oil pr oduction from 

t hi s dome ha s r. ot proven of any gre at i mport ance . 

The oil pr os pect at Thompson had bean of intere s t fo r 

many year s be cause of the surfa ce e levation of tha t a r e a . 

On May 21 , 1931, Gulf Production Company and Cullen and l'1 est 

completed their Lockwo od and Shar p Number A- 1 f or an initial 

produ ction of 400 bar rels per day from a de oth of 3 , 089 fee t. 

They l a t e r sec ured pr oduct ion from s and a t a depth of 3 , 476 

fe et and unother at 5 ,150 f eet . The crude oil from this 

fiel d yields en ex cel l ent gr a de of l ov, cold te s t l ubric ant . 95 

The Clodine field l oc at ed on the J ohn Fr ederi ck survey, 

f our mi les south of the tO\vn of that name was dr illed in 

1 929 by the Gulf Pr oduct i on Company , us ~ug the torison and 

sei smic met hod . Two wells gave no i mportant indic ati ons 

and we r e aband oned. In Sept ember , 1941, the Provid ence 

Oil Company dril led the ir Number 1 - A loc at ed on t he Wing 

pr operty. 3i nce the n oi l production i n that are a ha s pr ove d 

i m,,ortant. 96 

94 

95 

96 

News it em, "Oil NEVts ", The Hous t on Chronicle, vol. :..XVII I ', 
(De cember 16, 1928) , P:-4 . 

C. A. Warner, Texa s Oil and Gas Since 1 543 , pp . 206- 208 . 

Editori al, "Fo r t Bend County", The Oil Weekly, (Octobe r 
3 , 1 930 ), p . 2 . 
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The booms whi ch fo llowed the d i s c ov6ry of ea ch oil 

fi eld have increti s ed the wealth ~nd populHtion of the 

county tu1d , whercaR the c0unty Wfls formerly wholly a ca t

tle &Ild agr icultur ~1 1 district , it s economic interes ts ttre 

now divided between agricultural pro ducts, cattle , and 

pe troleum , and other minera ls . 

Sulp hur. By 1928 Fort Bend County !:iD.d other count i es a l ong 

the Gulf Co ast of Texas produced over ninety p ~r cent of 

the world's consumption of sulphur. In 1922 , t he Path

finder Cil Company comJ ose;d of H. A . Meyer, · . C. 3orelle , 

and H. T. Staiti attr act ed by sul9hur water springs, ob

t a ined a block of l eases on the west s ide of Big Creek~

bout t welve mi l es so uth of Richmond. ,U' t er unsuccessful 

dr illing of sever a l shallow wells , they s ubl eased to the 

Gulf Oil Corporat i on. On December 15, 1924 , the company 

dri ~led and prov ed the dome vith discove ry wel l Numbe r 1 , 

J . E . F . Davis. The Texa s Gulf Conp any then a cquired the 

sulphur ri ghts on t he le ases from t he Gul f Producti on Com

pany , but 1 t a p l rrnt and obt a i ned their f irs t sulphur pro

duuti on in Ma rch , 1930 . Sulphur nining continued until 

Oc tober, 19 38 .97 

The Orchard Dome wa s dis covered in 1924 by the G~lf 

Oil Cor porati on while dri l ling for oil . The Duval Texas 

9? Interview, • G. 1.'olf of th Texus Gulf Sulphur Com;, any, 
Hous t on, June 24 , 194 2 . 



159 

Sulphur Cofilp any ere ct ed a plant and began oper&tion in 

the spring of 1 938 and has ope r a ted continuously since 

that time . Two hundred and t v,enty- five men are emp loye d 

a t the pl ant . They ,,.,·ork on e i ght hour shi fts . The aver

age production i s approxim~tely five hundred t ons p~r 
98 

day . 

The Company 's pl ant at Orchard earned a ne t income 

of $708 , 5~5 . 69 i n 1941 . Dividends tot aling $625,000 ~t 

$1 . 25 pe r s hare, were p a id during t he year . 90 

Banki ng. Closely ass oci at ed with the other indus tries of 

Fort Bend County i s the banking business . In early days 

t hos e doing extensive bus i nes s kept sums on depos it wi th 

Hous ton and Galveston f i r ms . Gr adually citizens a cqu ired 

the habit of depositing their money with lo cal me rchants 

and l awyers to be kept i n their iron safes . 

Finally, in 1 882, a privat e bank was es t ablish€d in 

Ri chmond by T . R. Be ard . It was locat ed in a building 

across the street from t he pre sent Davis Building . As 

no one else was fin anc i ally inte rE st ed in the €nterprise, 

there \'18re no directors or off ic ers . Beard's nephew , ,'i . J . 

Goss , who now l ives i n Houston, helped in managi ng t he busi 

ness of the bank unti l it c losed . He states that it ceased to 

98 Interview, J. H. ollard, Aasistant :ine ~anagEr, Duval 
Texas 3ulphur Company, Hous ton, Texas, June 25 , 1942 . 

£19 News item, "Duval Sulphur .i!.arns $708,~35 Juring 1 9 41 '', 
The Eol.:.:: ton :::: hronicle , vol. XLI , ( le. rep 7 , 1 ~41) ., 
o . 6. 
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operate bec ause of l ack of funds , although it is knmm to 
100 hRve pa id a s high a s 96 per cbnt dividends . 

J . II . !' . Davis !:ind John u. l~oore est abli s hed the next 

bank in 189 0. It was loca t e d where the ichmond Ph~r macy 

is now oper ating . Davis was presi dc. nt , }.<oore wEi s vice 

pr esidEnt end C. A. Beasley w&s cas hi er. ~oore s ol d hi s in

t Er es t and Be as ley be c G.I:J.e vice- president of the bank , now 

knmm 9 9 t he Davis-Be asley Bank . A. P . GE: orge \;'S S employed 

as cas hi e r . At a l a t er ti I.:le, this bank be et. rue knov:n us the 

J . H. P . Davis Bank . A brtl.Ilch bank was E: stablished in 
101 Ros enberg i n 1905 with R. ii. . L. i. essendorff in charge . 

The old est bank i n continuous servic e in the county is 

the Imper1 el Ba~ and Trust Company at 3ug~r Land . It was 

organized in 1908 by ,, • T . Bl dridge , .3r .102 

The Rosenber g 3t ate Bunk vrn. s organ i zed i n :,:ay , 190~, 

and opened for business on June 21. The fir3t officials 

were -r1 R Ki bl P i ' t d J ~ ·11 t ... h i lo3 • • • m er , r e s aen !ill • i . , , n s on , vas er. 

The First r.at i onul Bank of Richmond wus organi zed in 

1913, The fir ~t off ici a ls wcr E J •• Far mer, Pr es ident; 

A. i.: . Homes , Vic c- Pr e:s idEnt ; J . .. . 1:. . J tephen , Cashi cr . 104 

100 Int ervie..,., , T J . Go ss , Hou ston, Tex ~s , August 7, 1 942 . ' . 
101 Interview, A. P. Georg E: , Ri chmond, Texas, July 7, 1942 . 

102 Interview, E. o. Guenther , Sugar Land , Texas , July 1?, 1941. 

103 Interview, B. L. Jo hnson , Rosenberg, Texas, Feb . 25 ,1941 . 

104 Interview, J. R. Farmer , Ric hmond , Texas , June 10,1942. 
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The Beasley St ate Benk was organ i zE: d 1n 1917 . The 

fir s t off ciHls wE. re F . J . Barchert , Pr eeident ; Dr. J . ~ . 

Wef ks , Vi ce - ;'.lrea.dent; t: . li . Penhert, Cashier . In 1931 t hi s 

bank consolid ated with the f irs t Nati ona l Bank of Rosen-
105 ber g . 

The first bank in Nc edvi lle w~s t he NEedville St a te 

Bank . It v1E:s oreeniztd in 1918 . In 1925 this bank btc ame 

known as the Fi r st rrati onal Bank . Lat t: r it was changed to 

the First 3t ate and Tr unt Company , and stil l l ~tcr bec 6me 
106 

the First St ute Bank . 

The f ort Send Nati onal B,mk i s l oca t ed in Richuond . 

It was orgar. i zed i n 1925 , The first offi ci als were D. R. 

ea r eson , ?resident; Dr. J . C. Johnson, Vice - Pr es ident; 

Don Dil l er , Cashie r . 107 

The First Nati onal Bank of Rosenb~rg was organi ze d in 

19 25. The fir st offi ci als we r e • 11 , 1:11 1er, President; 

D.r . J . W. Wec, ks, ' ic e - Presi dent; J . E . Junker, Cashi er ; 

E. R. Nalent a , Ass i s t ant Cas hi er. 108 

105 Interview, J . E . Junker , Ro·, enb E. rg , Texas, !lay 12 , 19 42 . 

106 Interview , Cha s . T. Zich, Need vil l e , Texas , June 20,194 2 . 

10? Int erview, Dr. E . P . Nev;t on , Richmond , Texas 

108 nt erv ev1, J. E . Junker, Rosenber g , Texas, ···ay 1 2 , 1942 . 
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These benks ha ve always beE: n f ound i n the fr -->nt i n 

nn effort t o serve the i ndust ry , convenience and edve.nce

ment of thei r cus t omers and t he county i n gene r al. 

The his t or y of the Imperi al Sugar Company dat e s back 

t o 1853 when a I!.r. Kyle e.nd B. F . Te r r y bought the John 

U . ;'lilli:'!ms pll,nt ati on ~nd buil t a s ug t.; r house . After ~he 

de ath of Kyle und Te rry the heirs so l d the property to E. 

H. Cunninghum in th e '?O' s . In 1 89 0 Cunningh w:n inst al l ed 

rn!:l chinery and ID!:l. de refined as ·, ell a s r a·N sugar . By 1902 

s uch Wl:l. S t he dem,. nd for refined Fort Bend County sugar the. t 

it be c ·..me ne ces s ar y to i mport :taw s tock . The fir s t Cl:l. rgo 

came from Cuba through the port of Ga lveston . i1!i th change 

of ownership in 1906, the name of Cunr.ingham Sug .r Company 

was changed to I :.uper i a l 3ugar Co:.:ipany. 'l'he new owne r s , 

Vi' . T. Eldridge of .., uza r land and I. H. Ker:i;:i ne r of Galve s 

ton, begun t o increAs e th e cupacity ofthe pl ant s o t ha t 

tod ay it has a d a ily c ap , city of ne erly 2 ,000,000 pounds . 

The r efinery es t ablishment embra ces s ever~l units e 

quipped with -::,odern ma chi nery for r ef ning sugar thr~ugh 

ell it s st ~ges. The units inc l ud e en ele ctric pl Rnt to 

supp ly l i ght and 0owe r, a by- produ cts mill, and rea c rine 

s hops . -:Jllp le pr ovisions are mad e for future expansion . 

It he s bee n estim~ted tha t since t he coxn any began to 

i m"Jort r ·rw sugar s , it h·, s pa id i n duti es t o t:t:E- Feder al Gov

er nment ~er e ~oney than the go v£ r n.~ent hs s spent in Te xas 

for i mD rovtnents on river s und harbors . In addition to 
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paying over ; 3,000, 000 i n impor t duti es, t his company's 

state t axes ar e more than $150 , 000 a ye ar . Its miscel

l aneous purc hase s in the st at e fil!lount to uv er *2, UOO, GOG, 
1 ·;) 

and it s annual pay rol l i s $1, 000 ,000 pe r y e l~ . 

It is cl ti i med that sugar rationing by the ~ederal 

Gover nment has caused a huge sugar surplus, filling the 

war ehouses of the Cm:;.pany . Due to thi s condition , the 

Company 's r efinery was clos ed on June 17 , 19 42 . It is 

reported tha t it will not be operut ed aga in until the 

1 b . . . t d h 1 llO surp us sugar egins moving in ra e c anne s. 

The Richmond Cotton Oil Company, Inc . , a p art of the 

Anderson Clayton int erests, has be en one of the vit a l 

factors i n the progres s of Fort Bend County . Thi s firm 

was es t abl ishe d i n 1 913, under the n~me of tb6 Fort Bend 

Cot t on Oil Company . 

The mill closed after a short period of ope r at i on. It 

was l at er taken over by the .S tate and manned with convict 

l abor . The exp t rime nt pr oved a f a ilure, a nd again t he mill 

closed. In 1929 t he ,mderson Clayt on inte res ts pur chas ed 

the prop erty and the en tire 'J l ant was remodeled . It then 

opened a cas h murket for the pl anter and g i nner of the county, 

saving them l ong shi pp ing and hauling expens e s for their 

109 Pamphlet, From ~ - Br ake t o 3ugar Bowl, Published by 
Imperial SU6 ar 1.,onpany , 193?, pp . 5 - 6; 18 . 

110 Rews s tory , "Full Warehouses For ce Ref inery to Close 
Down" , The Hou ston Chronicle, vol. XLI I, (June 21, 
1942 ), p.1.3 . 
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cot t on seed . Products manufactured by the mill incl ude 

cot t on s eed o i l , cotton seed cake , cot ton s eed hul l s, 

and l i n t ers . 

The crus h fo r s n average ye 8r is 6 , 000 t ons , t he 

pri ce of whi ch i s from $45 to $50 a ton. ost all the 

me al and hulls from the mill are fe d to ca ttle in the county . 

The lint i s s hi pped t o various pl a ces i n the Uni t t d St a t es . 111 

The onl y nurser y in t he co·mt y i s t he Teas Nur sery 1:1t 

Sugar Land . It was es t ablishe d in 1934 on thi r t y - t wo a cr~s 

of l and . 3even men s re amployed and the oompuny ave rages 

about $10, 000 \/Orth of bus i ness each year. 112 

The Mar shall I.Janni ng Company at Sugar Land, oper ating 

on a ye .:1r r ound s chedul e , was establ i shed in 1 9~5 . It is 

owned by a cor por at ion i n 'arshalltown , Iowcl. . In add ition 

to t he us e of l ocel garden produc ts f or cann i ng , t h~ fi rm 

brings in beans from Color ado , hominy corn from Iowa and 

Southwes t Texas , .1nd spaghe t ti f r om I l l inois. The pl ant is 

e quipped t o tur n out 300,000 oas es of canned product s pe r 

ye !:l.r . !3etween 300 ti.Ild 4 00 peopl e are empl oyed a t the can;:ery 

in normnl ti.mes ~nd Cf.nned fo ods ure shi ;,ped to Cal i forn i a , 

Flo=id a , Okl ~homa , un d to many Texus cit i es . 113 

11.1 Intervie·.,: , F . w. Hubb ar d , Ri chmond, Texas , l.~ay 20 , 1942 . 

112 I nt ervi ew, :Car l Patt erson , 1!anar,er of t he Nursery , !.'.arch 
9 , 1 942 . 

113 Intervi ew , 1:i s s ~ . A. Burns, Of f ice -' anuge r uf t he 3ugur 
l a nd Of f ice , ~arch 9 , 194 2 . 
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The Vi s co Pr od ucttJ Comp any , ovm cd by the N~ti on a l 

i. un n , t e Corn :i.. ny of Chic ·• .QO , l oc t1. t ed in 3u g: .... r Land a bvu t 

t h rt cen ye ~r s , go . It W!l'3 a t tr s. ct ed there be c ... use .Jugfil' 

l •md 13 n good shi p""' ing c t:: n t e r ,.md it i s al3o I.10 ::i.r the 

cent e r of t he ter1 i t ory a cco:::nr:i.oda t Ec d by the Comp a ny . The 

co• nany ord i n c,_ r l y p odu ces 2.n emu l s i on brc c.kcr c.ge c he.mi

c ~l f or treat ng cru de o i l . I t is r~ w pr oa u c ing war u ut

e i a l s. Raw J.:l[t t(.rj_ 3l is obt a ined t :• the Corapttny chie f l y 

fr om t he Doi" Ch e::-, c c.l Compnnr a t Frt e port •114 

The Andru!, .• b s tr 9. ct Comp any n o·.-; k nown u s t he Fort 

Bend ~bR trRct Company i s t h e o ldes t bu_ine 3s fir~ in Fort 

Bend County. It w9s f ounded in Ric hmond in 1850 by i'i alte,r 

.mdrus, t he fir gt ms.le c hil d born n the t ovm of ichmond . 

TPis ins titu t on pos s e s ses pr i c e l e s s doc uments of bygone 

d ay s . __ on g tb.f !ll ~r e the ori g in e. l Spani s h Govermrrent 

gr~m t s t o t h 1:: v :-:i r i ou s l e agues of l and in t he oo..nty, \'!ri tteu 

o n ~he eps k 1n o r en i gs h i n, en wh ic h the Spru!ish ·::riting is 

s t i11. l e g i b l e . One of t b.e the s e o ld do cume:::. ts wa s s i ~ne d 

on J u l y 15, 1 8 24 , by Bar o n d e Bas trop , Stephen F . ,~u s tin, 

Samue l ~ . Wil l i ems s nd John J u s tin a t J 3n Fe li pe de .. ust in. 

A .. '1ot be r ') r · 0 i.na l do cume n t b e e r th e 3Eal of the Re pt. li e 

of Tex ~s a nd the s gn ~ture .~ s o n J o~ s , Pre s ident. There 

114 I nt erv · e•,.t, D • ''l . H. K r kpatrick, llen ag( r o f thf. <;ug &r 
Land Br anch, J anua ry 20 , 1 9 43 . 
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i h l .' O ,_. par do Gi en 0 a v ' d '"' d -> on of th 0 i g i-1 t 

n, 1 -5tt l cr.J of the co nt 
' 

s i g on 0 r 18 , J.8 5 , 

by .illd r e,·; J a ckso 
' 

t en pres id () t l, u t, € St tes . 

e, r ous l e t r s in the fi l 3 of t s bus i ne s s dating back 

e hundr ~d y e .ff s 3pe, •k e lo~ ntl tot os e privil eged to 

r ead the of t he .ero i c , ch vsme..nts of the en ~n wo en 

ho l Li c. th e f c u ati ons oft 

For t e nd Co~nty . 115 

cult · e..nt r pri s e of 

115 e \l s s tory , '' l d ir .ov s l ant" , The Texas Coast r, 
vol. XXVIII , ( ray 4, 1923) . 



CHAPTER VII 

SOCIAL ii.ND CIVIC DEVELOFMIJn 

Barbe cues , Cont e~ t s, ?a irs_. The e a r ly colon i s t s of Fort 

Bene County had 1 ttle op ortun it y f or nmu~ eroent and en~ 

t f\ r t13 j nme nt. Fourth of July ce;l e br1:1t i ons , e lecti-.ms , ond 

simi l r oc ce sj ons we re welcomed ver sio~s. Snmet mes ~ en 

the neop l e wo uld get t o pe ther, f or n b~rbe cue , they M1ul d 

finish the occnssion v~th a danc e wh i ch l a sted unt11 mo r n-

ng . . ,or e often •.m el ec t i o::::i or the ce lebr ati on of a holi 

dsy f urn i s hed t he occ 9ss i on f or a berbe cu e Dn d a bal l . 

Mrs. Dilue Harr i s tell s i n he r r em nisc enses of th e bar be 

cue ~nd ha l l th At s he Atte nd ed on September , 183 6, at 

St a f ord 's Po i n . She s a. s : 

The ba r bc, cue , ba 1 , c. nd ~lc ct on He r t s.t Ur . Dye r 's 
neHr our house . 'l'b e >E;o ole e; ,:roe f rolli diffc rt.-nt 
settleme nts . . . There \/as no drinki ng or fi ghti ng . 
The l adieH spent the d t1.y quilting . The young p eo -
P .e bernn d~n cing 8t 3 o ' clo ck and ke_t it up un 
til the next morning ••. That was my last ual l 
At An e le cti on . Aft e r t h ~t there w s too t uch 1hi s 
key drunk for l ad i es to be p resent . l 

In the l at e fifti es and e arly s i xt i es the co pl e con

tl nu(;~ to t:rijoy .,orst:J r uces , d ~.nce s - whi ch they often c e. llt-d 

r.1asquera de bulls- - p icnic s , ho r s£ b&ck rid i ng , ba rbecue;s ~nd 

protr hct ed fue e t ings . 

1 "Reffiinis ccnces" , Mrs . Di lue 1ur r is, ~uarterl y of The 
Tex 9. s St ate Hi s t oric al -~s:, o c i a t ion , vo l. IV, 
(Octob~r, 1 900) , p . 1 03 

_J 
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In rege r d t o t h t: b e.rb r c es , ~H s ~ a.vini u. Feri s s 3ys , 

"In those d s.ys wh-n ~ b&r becut w s $Ug {,S t td , no one t t.:>i:.ght 

of c rrying n pbper s r ~und , s o lic ti 1g su s cri tions to 

dcfr • expcns~ s. Fat c ar lings , go a t s , ~nd sheep ~ere de 

li vere, E.t t he p it . The l s.di es vied ,· i t t or.e a1-o the r to 

f urni sh ~ menu ths t included e very del cecy t ~c ~c un ty ~f-

or de d . " 

The re s idents of Fort Bend Co ~nty oftcu tr~vel ~d far 

f or their pl e& u re s . A ce l E; br a t i on ·. ·as hel d in Ei.!.rri :.: bU1·g 

on the fir 9t e~n ivc r sar y of the Bat t le of 3un J ~cinto. 

1:tmy f r om Fort Bend r.:. t t ended . The young pec!ple d E.. nced and 

the old c: r pbopl e rerdni s e ed . Thes e af:' a ir s \ ·e re t p c ul 

for m~rny ye •i rs . Joc i '.11 i fe o f th people s oon included 

out - door S?Or ts , f ~irs , ~nd pl ~ys in add ition to dQn ce u . 

The count y vH.S :i o t •,·itlw:J · t i tG e::.irly - d£1y ,.:;ro r ting interes t . 

One of t he fir s t ho r s €. r tl ce a v. :1:., i...,r.no lillc c d t o truce lace 

on the Riclmond t r~c · on the firGt Uond ~ · in De c eEbEr , 1 8 J 7 . 

The tra ck v,._.c:: dt~c ib6d a::J being t r,h cc-n f Ec t vri dE.., '.Jn e 

of the be~t in the c o1 ntry . Fo~r of the f nc3 t hor1es h ad 

been cne;nge d to n· .rti c ip ".t e, -~nd the ccntc ~, t w· s open to 

a ll ho r ses . The entr •, Ce fe r of $5. 00 per nt tted t he e n 

tren t to c c)mpete :.n th i=- f eat re r uc E ,·h ch o t tere d ··1 ur s e 
2 

nf ~2,000 . 

2 John . _'orton , "_Tot CE- , Gre nt ~,ort I s E:~ Ectcd" , 
T l e'r ~o h ~ Texa s egister, vol . I I , (Oc t ober 
183? , p . 3 . 

26 , 
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Seve ra l ye a r s l ater Churchill Ful s he a r be c ~me in

t erest€d in r a c ng and bought and r a ised thoroughbreds 

for the tra ck. His stables became known throughout the 

J t at e . For t wenty y ear s , 185 0- 1 8 70, he maint uined a r a ce 

cour s e, Churchi 11 Dovms , whe r e flilllous r 1:1 ces were run . To

day the f loor - l i ke space of har d pa cked €1:irth of th6 tra ck 

i s s t ill s ugges tive of its fo ~me r us e when the richest 

pl anters of South Texa s gathered there to bet high s t akes , 

on their favorite hor s e. Tr ad ition t ell s tha t Fulshea r 

pnce owned t he l:md v:here Co r pus Christi now s tands , but 

los t it on a horse r a ce . 3 

n.S late as 1853 a mot ch r a ce was he ld on the Richwond 

tra ck for l::i pri ze of $ 6 00 . The t wo contes tants wt re "Za ck 

Taylor" o~ned by J . Roper and "Tricken" whi ch belonged to 
4 J . Juykendul l . 

When r a ces we r e not be ing held i n Fort Bend Uounty 

the citizens were i nter~s ted in t hose held in Hous ton . 

The ed itor of a Hou s ton pa pe r quoted in 18 68 tha t Dr. G. 

A. Fe ris of Richmond, pre s ident of the Ho uston Jockey Cl ub, 

w.s in the city ar ranging for t he December r ocEs whi ch would 

cont i nue for a , .. e Ek, beg i nul ng De cember 29 . 5 

3 Florc1 Humphri es , "Lak e Eill l ant a t ion ti t Ful s hear, hJroe 
of One of Hous t on ' s Scout s" , The Houston Chronicl ~, 
vol. ' X (VI, (July 5 , 1936) , p~ O. 

4 NcVts itc-m, "St at e News ", Gal ve s ton ,;e 1c- kly Ne\, s , vol . X, 
(De cember 20 , 1 85 3) , p . 4 . 

5 News i tern , ''The Ra ces '', Eouston Daily Times , Vol. VI , 
(November 6, 1 8 68 ) , p . 3 . 
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Later, i n g iving a n a n noun cement of the rac es for 

the f irs t d &y , the e d itor v,rot e t hat Churchill Fulshear 

h a d e ntere d hi s ho r se "T emer l ~ne" for the one mile da sh 

a s a c ont es t ant for the prize of ~1 25 . The p apers do no t 

reveal the ¼i nne r s of the r a c es . 6 

One form of amuseme nt tfia t h a s been des cr i bed a t leng th 

and d:>f whi ch the v,ri t e r h ad n ~ve r heard in any other lo 

c &l ity was ca lled "Ge nd e r Pul li n g " . The following d e scr ip 

ti on is quot ed: 

Gond e r pulling be c ame qu ite tl f a d in the l a te 
J 8 30 ' s . St a fford's Point was th~ loca lity in 
whi ch t he s n o r t f oun d gre a test f a. vor . The weekly 
c onte s t s , held gen er ally o n Saturd a y a f t ernoons, 
drew many Hou s t onians . 

The p a rticipants mounte d their horses a nd held 
them r e ined up at the edge of the fiel d , waitin g . 

The n ext step was t o g r ease the gander' s he a d 
s n d n e ck t ho r oughly @d suspend him by hi s fee t 
fr or:1 illl ove rhurg.ng limb of a tree. Wi th every
t h i ng in re ad ine s s , the t a r ter gave a sig n 6 l , 

and t he line of me n c ame cl a t t t r ing a cro s s the 
field a t t o p sp eed . Ea c h contest ant with e.rm ex
t end e d woul d g a u g e the pos iti on of thE ~riggling 
gande:,r a nd g r ::: b at the bird' s sl ick neck ns he 
C8~e into position , 

The particip ent l u cky enough t o t a ke the ge.nd Er ' s 
he a d with h i m wa s nr e sen ted on e h s lf of the pot 
whi c h had been 111a d e un before the con tes t opene d . 
Th e ~ema inine; h alf •.vent t o the o.,.me r o f the ban
de r . 

6 Ibid., (De c embe r 29, 1 868) , p . 2 . 

7 News Rtory, "Ho us t oni a ns Lnj oyed Gand e r Pul l i n ~s in Days 
of the Re publ i c " , The Ho us ton Chronicle , vol. :axvr , 
( ~ugust 31, 1 936) , p . 1 8 . 
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Shooting m~tches we r e one of the f avorit e amusements 

of th e e arly s et t ler s . The men to ok much pride in the ir 

mar ksma ns hip a nd to make the bes t s hot was cons id ered a 

gr e ~t achi evement. The choi ce of the quart e rs of u b~~f 

W€l S usuall y the prize offered . The hide and t al l ow of the 

anima l with the l ead f ired into the tre e t o wh ich the tar

get was nailed made a f i fth pri ze . It wt1s known as a fifth 

qu ~r t er . Natura lly this "fifth quart er" went to the poor

est marksman, ye t, t he l e ad wti. s valuable end wa s til ways 

car ef ully dug out of the tre e . 8 

In 186 6, one of the chief le asures of the young p eo

ple of the county were t ourn ·.went s whi ch sometime s cont inued 

for t wo days. 3uch an occasion i s des cribed by a loc a l p:a-

per which s t a ted tha t t wenty- f our Kn ights of the k ic hmond 

Tour nament ttss embled, an d und er Chief Marsha ll C. Cook, we re 

marched t o t he gr o t.:.nd s s elected by the committee. Spect a

tors were s e at ed under an arbor and judge s wer e Sb l e cted. 

;\t the end of the cout es t t he fl r s t day 1:i s s Mol l ie 3t c:1 ns

bury wa s crov.n ed que en by Phil Mudd . I n the e ven i ng a ball 

was gi ven bet i nning ut n ine o 'clock in Hernd on hall ; supper 

was s erved at t welve. 

The se c : nd day t ri ck ri din6 was parti cipt1t ed i n by t~ 

Knights . The event s i ncl uded picking up ob j e cts frou t he 

8 Matt i e J ackscn, The Ri s ine; ·)nd Sett ng of the Lone 3t .::ir 
Re~ublic, p . 70 . 
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gr ound while ridinG a t ful l speed , the wi nne r on this occa

sion being John Brown who :!:'ece ived '.l co;,y of Lif e of 3t one

wall Jackson; "Riding e t the Huddl es ", wh ich was won by 

J . M. J one s who rec eived a s ilver, gold-lined gob lc::t; "Follow 

Your Leader" , which was v;on by G. E. ayes who recei vcd a silver 

gobl et . The queen was then es corte d from the ground s and the 

t ournHment closed with another ball a t Herndon Halls . 9 

After t he We.r Between the 3t at es , barbecues were oft en 

an excuse to have political discussi ons. One is menti oned 

in 1868 about whi ch the edi tor of the Houston Da ily Ti me s 

s ays: "The Grand Barbecue a t Richmond i s tomorrow , and we 

cannot find time to at t end , but we s end a r epr esent ative, 

our hear ts @ d the Tir;ies . We wish the barbecuers a good and 

glorious time . Uay they fe ast t he ir s ouls on lost principles 

and undyi ng hope ."lO 

!~uch entert a ini ng was done during "Court Week" when 

l awy €rs , t he ir f ami l i e s, ~nd vi s i tors fr om t he pl 1n t a ti ons 

came to Richmond t o en j oy the so ci ~l fe stivi ties . The 

earli 8st newapaper notice of such an occ asion was a p &rty 

corr.p limenting Jud ge \' . E. Jone s, wt.ich Has he ld a t the Rich-
11 

mond Eotel . 

9 News s t ory, "Knights of the Rich!nond Tournament" , Rich
mond Times , (October 30, 18 66), p . 3 . 

10 News i tern , Hous ton Da ily Times, (September 11, 1868 ), p . 2 . 

11 News item, Ri c hmond Telegraph a nd liter ary Regis ter , vol . 
II, {April Ii, 1840), p . 2.--
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Circus Day in tort Be nd County w~s one of recre ati on 

and excitement in the sixti1:o s :1nd s e'lent 1€: s , 1:1 c cord ing to 

Ni ss lavini a Feri s . The ci raus with sll its ~ni wals and 

pa i nted vehi c l es of that time wa3 tr ans norted ovt. r land by 

wagon and it was of s ufficient e xcitement to 9f f ord t op ics 

of convers ati on for days prior to it s ar r ival and ~eeks af 

ter i ts dep urture . 1~ i ss Fe.r i :; also s ay ~ th t. Ric hmond was 

regarded by tr veling shovrs a s !:!n excee dingly f avor a bl e 

11 s t 3.nds" . It took nothing :nore t han e. wagon , the fl are of 

a t orch ond g black - fa c ed v.rb i t e: man wi t h e. banjo to draw 

a l a rge cr owd . ,c cording t o e. news s tor y fro w Ool um bus , 

Texcs , the Great ChiC 5€0 Show exhibited in that town .-,.ugust 

20 , 1 873 , a nd left the ne xt Doruing for Ri ch~ohd. 12 

There were s tock entr i ~s and mi s cel l3ne ou s entries 

cons i s ting of every t hing fr om pictures to pl ows , inc l uding 

f s.n cy,::ork [',Dd food a t the f irs t agricultl.il' t1 l f a ir held in 

Fort Bend County. :::: ve n 8. Stilll!") l e of penme.nship wa s exhibit ed 

by ,.LlustE r " .John Dillard . It wa.s e:.s tima t ed that 15 , 000 peo 

pl e a ttended t hE f ai r the fir s t day. The l one St ar Band 

from Eous t on f urn i shed mus i c. ..t n i ght fi re.,.·orks we re di~ 

pl syed and a elance was enjoye d . Several Ri ch.:uond belles 

~ompl e t ed f or the nr i ze offered to t he be s t l a(y ~altzer, 

Mi s s ·at e Litt le wi n~ing the prize, a pair of sl i pp6rs, a izb 

12 Int erview, .,11s ., Lavini s Feri s , Ri chlliond , Texa s , June 6 , 
1942 ; nev.- s i t err. , "Fro:r. Columbus " , The Galveston Com-
mercial , vol . V, (August 23 , 1 873)~. 3 . --
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one and one- h6l f. On the second day the s tock was judged 

ond the f air c l o sed . 

The re port e r ended his a c count i n the fo l l owi ng 1uannE::r ~ 

" and they fold ed the ir tents, like the cr abs , &nd a s si- -

lently s t ole 3.way • t hi s mor ning u.on the f a ir grounds 

a trans f ormat on had t 3ken pl a ce .•• ~11 that rero&i ned 

of the f esti ve s cene of the d~y before was t en empty bEer 

kegs . "13 

J ith the approa ch of the l 880 ' s , a ne~ gene r ati on had 

iS rown up 3ince t he Civil liar; yet many f or ms of so ci a l life 

Pt 11 n~r toJk of the great outdoors . Be l ow i s a r eproduc t 

ioh i n p~rt of Qn ac coun t of a t ournsment wu ch l ike t hos e 

of pr e - Civil Var days , whi ch was held in >t ic bmond , l::l. S _r1u b

l i s hed in The Ri chmond De. ocrat in 1882 . 

GR.iliD GAL.A D .... Y 

Thur s day , ·ugus t 28 , 1 882 , was icrunond's red lt::t 
t er day of the ye a r ... 

The de,y' s -progr ~ comn:ence d e ar ly for some of t he 
com•·, i tt e e were attending to their duties by dawn . 
.About r. i ne o'clock the corur1i ttee of re cept ion 
st urt ed fo r the Sant a Fe depot to meet the d~y 's 
or utor . About that time the s tre E.t E't we r e as tir 
wi th Kni ghts in gorgeous cos t ume s , who ·we: re t o be 
t he heroes of the d~y. 

The Chic ago Band, of Galveston, c u.me by tra in and 
was provid ed by S. D. ~heat th wagons to par ade 

13 Nev/S s tory, "The For t Bend Fair" , The ,i eekly Telegr am, 
vol . m , (June 7, 18 ?8), , . 2 . 



the s tre t ts . Th e Knight s , rc.tl.I' s ha ll ed by Clem 
Bess et t, fo llov:ed the mus ici ans. The gr ound was 
duly rea ched where a goodlly numoer v;ere assem
bled t o he ar Uir. Macklemore ' s Cre.ti ou . The gen
t ler1un s poke ubly for scme talf :ti.c ur •• • 

The 1 ' . K . Davi 9 Gun Club was next i n ordc: r, and 
the crowd moved t o witness some of the be s t 
shoot in~ of t he s e ason . 

Dr . Turner , ~aking nine balls out of ten , won 
the fir s t prize. The se cond prize was won by 
J . N. Blakel:1,' ; t he t hird , by Ge orge Re e.di ng . 
Ne xt i n ord er came t he barbe cue for wh ich \'ere 
pr ov i ded si x ye~r l i ngs , f ou r hogs , ei ght she ep , 
600 lo ·ves of brea d, cof f e e , i ce cream bild l emon
ade . 
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The ber b( cue was foll owed by a T, urn ~~ent , the 
hi gh nl a ces being won by Dan Ragsd ule, J ames Bush , 
and ,; • Ew.ii l to n , i n t he ord e; r named . 

The crow: s s nd wr &~t hs wt rE ol ~c~d on the he~ds of 
t he r e ci p ients b~· C. Basset t -, v,ho pre sen t ed the 
que en with a be eutiful cake m6de by ~r s . S. D. 

~he at for t ha t purpose . 

~fors hall Ba s sett then pres e nt ed th e prizes t o the 
wi nners of t he day ~nd clos e d t he d6y ' s pr oce ed 
ings . In t he evening c wne t he Ba l l , whi ch was 
de sc r ibed ~s f ol lows: 

The ball st ~rt ed of ~ with the Roy al dan cL in 
wh i ch the winners of the orize s in t h e &f t e r noon 
fi gured alone ,i1 t h t he l adi es who hi.: d a c cepted 
the trophy of their victory . Then f ollowed 
vn, ltzes , que.dvilles , s nd polk l.3. s -- but here our 
r eoorter left t hem, hop i ng tha t the cry would be 

"On with the dance, 
Le t j oy be Lnc onfinsd . "14 

14 New s ~t ory, "Gr and Gal a D'ly" , The Ric hmond Der:1ocrat , 
ugus t 28 , 1 882 , cop ied i n the Texas Coaster. vol . 

'·1 I, (June 15 , 1 936) , p . 6. 
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The County ~- The Fort Bend County Fair 1'.9s ociat i on , 

Incorporated, s ponsored by the Rosenberg Lion ' s Club , wa s 

organized npril 27, 1933 . ,_tter rece i ving the chart er, 

the .1.ss oci ati on l eased s ixt een a cres of ground half way 

between Richmond und Ro'3enbE:rg on Hi ghway Number 263 . In 

1938 t wenty - s e ven a cre s includ ing the le ase d l e.nd w~s 

bought. Se ven buildings ha ve be n erected . h r a ce tra ck 

wus const ructed which was used until 1935 when, be ctluse 

of l e ek of revenue , r acing was discontinued . The f a ir, how

ever, is 3n annual event, and is usually held for t hree 

days in October . Eundred s of doll ur s are paid in pr emiums 

on f ar m products , poultry exhi bits, educ ational exhibits , 

f ancy work, cunned food , livestock and ~nti que exhibits . 

An excellent exhibiti on of the r es ource s of the county is 

al wnys shmrn to a l a rge ent hus i as tic crowd. 15 

Not s atisfied with participa t i ng in thei r own f ai rs , 

the citizens of Fort Bend County fre quently ha d di spl ays 

at the Hous ton Fair a s e arly BS 1881. I n that ye ur ' is 3 

Laura Irv in, a reporter for The . .\me ric n Sketch Book, a 

Texas pi oneer m~gazine, wrote th~t the Fort Bend d i s ~l ay 

wa s s e id t o be the most comp lete ~md varied on exhibition 

and was a.n honor to J . W. Echman of Richmond who ar r ange d it . 

It cons i s ted of pear s , appl es , pe aches , or anges , melons , 

15 Ne ·s stor y , "Fort Bend County Fair As s oci ati~n" , The 
Fort Bend Reporte r, vol . VII I, (~pr il ~8 , 19 3 ), 
p . l; Intervi ew, ... !i ss Ti lli e Har per , Richmond , Tex ti.s, 
June 15 , 194 2 . 
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(weighing 8 0 pounds ), Irish pot ~toes (weighi ng one pound ), 

ri bbon cane, corn , t obac co, fifty varieti es of timber , and 

nine varieties of s oil . The honey d i sp l ay of Echman ti t 

the Hous ton Fair in 1 882 was said to ha ve surpassed any

thing of the kind made i n the St ate up to that time . Thr ee 

tons of honey were taken from seventy swar ms of bees. 16 

So ci eties, Theatricals, ~arri age s . Ot her opp or tuni ties 

for so ci a l interc ourse wer e f ound in s oci eties , thetit r icals, 

and mus ical organ izations est ablished i n the county . On 

June 16, 1845 , a number of Fort Bend citi zens ille t a t Rich

mond and formed a Teraperanc~ Soci ety which was f ounded on 

the pri nc i ple of t ota l abs tinence . Forty- six me n and ~omen 

pledged t heir cooperation and el e ct ed offi ce rs. A COJ.ili.J itte e, 

formul at ed the cons tituti on whi ch was ac cepted by the, or

ganization. On the o ccasion of meeting, t wo visit ors, 

Reverend J. Whippl e and everend J . ,1 esson made elo quent 
l? sp €e ches . The next me Eting wa s s cheduled for J uly 4, 1845. 

A re port on the exis t ence of a "Sons of Temperance 

Hall" i n Richmond on September 2, 1851, indica tes that the 

society was sti l l ti Ctive a t that t i me. 18 

1 6 Laura J . Irvin, "A Sketch of Fort Bend County" , The 
Amer ican Sketch Book, p . 75 . --

17 News item, "For the Telegr aoh", Telegran h and Texas 
Regi ster , vol. X, (July 2: 1845), p. 3. - -

18 Ne\·rs item , "Mr. Editor, 3ir", Galvesto n ,leekly ~' 
vol. VII I, (Sept e. rnbe r 2 , 1851) , p .3. 
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Amateur t heatric nls were enjoyed in Fort Bend County 

a s e urly as the fifti es . Various a ccount s s t at e tha t the 

year 18 56 was active in dr runatic circles. Lot a :t.;. . Spell 

wrote that Richmond boa sted the "Lone St ar Hi st ri onic ,iS so 

ci ati on" and t he Ga lves ton i'/e ekly News, s t a ted that "The 

Richmond Hi s tri ons" a r e having the ir own fun, and part -

ing not a litt le to the citizens . On hlonday night they are 

to perform three f arce s . Admi s s ion , fi f ty cents . Front 

s eats r eserved for t he l adi es ." 19 

March 28, 1830, the Dr e.matic Club presented "The Hidden 

Hand" . The c,i st of char a cters was comp osed of the leading 

young p eople of the community. Forty- six dollars und sixty

fiv e cents was realized from the sale of t te ket~. In August 

the s ame year "Love 's Sa crifice " was pre s ent ed by the Club . 

In 1880, in a l etter to the editor of the Be aumont 

Lumberman the Richmond correspondent wrote: " 1\"e ' ve been 

having gay times •.• the atric s ls, leap ye br parti es , wed

dings , t wo mas quer ades, etc . " 

Later, in 1 885, t h i s corr espondent wrote : 11
• e ha ve ~ 

skating rink i n f ul l olast here" . 

As l at e as 1886 h i s trionic t al ent of Fort Bend County 

was h i ghly commended. In a letter to t he Richmond pape r 

19 Lot a M. Spell , "The Theat er i n Texas before the Civil 
War", The Texas ~ont hly, vol. V, (April, 1930), p . 300. 
News story, "Rfc hm ond", Galveston ,Veekly News , vol. 
XV , ( May 2 , 18 5? ) , p . 5 • 
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a Hous ton ci ti zen wro te : "The Harr i sburg Amateur Dr amatic 

Company pl ayed in Hou~ton und they did well , but they could 

not hold a candl e t o fri ends in Ri chrnond" . . . Give L:rs . 

J . C. ~,~ . and ?I.rs. J. B. the Pil l ot Opera HousE; , lights i.:l.lld 

scenery wi t h the Richmond young folks and Harri3burg t alent 

would be non- est~ 20 

Rosenber g ha s the honor of havi ng had the only Little 

The ~t er in the county . Through the eff ort s of s a~ue.l Alex

ande r and Kathleen Joerger, a group of t hirty- f our young 

peop le met pri l 20 , 1 940, at the home of Er . ;.;J1 d 1~rs . L. 

G. Griffi n nnd organ i zed a l it t le The ate r . Sinc e org~m i za

tion , three nl ~ys ~ere given e a ch season , the door r e ce i pts 

defraying e xoc nses of the perfo rmance s . On ~c count of the 

wnr, the or gan i zati on ha s dis b :::.nded for the d ur ati 0n . 21 

~eddings Jn the Lerly days of the county , b S now, were 

imoort ant e VE.11ts , 9.nd people f rom miles a r ound wert- i nvit ed . 

The ceremony wa s usual Jy fol l owed by a wedding supper con

sisting of berbe cued mut t on, ve al, and pork, with other goo d 

food filing long t a bl es wh ich wE r e kept s pre ad throughout 

the night for hungry guests . 22 Dancing w ::o s an import ant 

20 Till ie librp e r , ~o ther's Loosele af ~cr ~obook, ~arch 28 , 
1880 , ~ar ch 19, 1 88 6. 

21 Interview, L . G. Gr i f fin, Rosenbe r g , Texas, Februury 1 5 , 
1943 . 

22 , • J . Sov.ell , Hi s t ory of Fort ~ County , pp . 5 3 - 5 9 . 
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fe ature of t he p ro gr em . To the tunes made by b fiddle, 

a c levis a nd a pin , the young folks "made t he splinters 

fly " , a s one narticipant said many ye ars l a ter. Such a 

dance held a t Jesse Cartwright' s ne ar the For t Bend Set

tlement, when his daughter marr ied Nichola s UcNutt is des 

cribed by an e s. r l y Texan, Noah Smithwick. 23 The cus t oms 

there des cribed continu€d in vo gue until the outbreak of 

the War Be t ,.veen t he St a t e s . Duri ng the conflict, s ocial 

life be c ame ve ry cuiet. The men we re gone , the women w r E; 

busy m2naging th e home s , dire cting th e s l a ve s , knitting 

and s ewing f or the soldiers . Even the younge r boys a nd 

girls ha d t he i r share of 'Ork t o do. 

For a while aft e r the wHr, there Wl re few entert a in

ments a s a r esult of the unh appy life of Re c ons t ruct ion 

Days . The f ar ther t he people of the co unty got ~way from 

t hose day s , hm•:ever , the ::.ore r ap idly th e soci al i ntercourse 

grev; . ,s in e !:lr lier d ays, wedding s f ur n ished ,m opportt:ni t y 

for s oci al meetings . A cert a in soci a l ge s ture , t yp ic cl.l of 

the gr a cious hes pit ality of th e pi cturesque d ays in the 

Old South, was kno '.A.'11 a s an "enfare", me tining th e r e cep tion 

given t he brid e by the f ami l y of the gr oom. The br i ll&nce 

of s uch aff airs we s a met t cr of f ill!l i l y pride and a pr oof 

of so ci a l eminence . Gues t s were invit ed fr oPl ,1 r :1d it.s of 

23 ·oah .3mithwick, The Evolution of u St at e , p . 40 . 
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f if t y mi l es . .is wus customary during t hat pe r i od, e ach 

l ady brought extra cos tume s to be donned f or s peci a l fe a

tur e s of t he fes t i vi t i es . 24 
A cha r ivari wa s fr equently 

g iven the newl y illarr i ed coupl e soon after they st art ed 

house ke ep i ng . Thi s was a more boist ~r ous oc ca s i on t han 

t he inf are . The young pe opl e would go t o t he howe of the 

nev/ly- y:eds with p~ms cmd ot he r i ns t r ument s with which to 

make noi s e . The couple was expected to open t heir home for 

an i nformul party. 25 

Jtnother fo r m of ''di ve r s i on" was t he "Pr ot r ucted mee t 

ings", Fhi c h wer e often hel d und al ways well ti tended . ;.-hen 

it was announced that a "meet i ng" was to begin, no mut t er 

what was on f oot'hors e r a ce ur dance , ever yt hi ng was c .:1 l le d 

of f , and e veryone went t o churc h . A mi n i s t er i s r epor t ed 

to ha ve once sa i d that :t was no us e to tell people of 

Fort Bend Count y Hbout p ar adi se ; t hey wanted no bet t er pl a ce 

to l i ve t han t hei r J r esent a bode . 26 

The cel e orat i on of Christmas v. i t h 1:1 public t r ee on 

Christma s Eve be cciIIle a custom in t he county in t he s e venti es . 

Corn; ,i tte es ent rusted wit h ar r tinging t his i mportant c: ven t 

v1cre app oi nted l ong i n a dvance . ,-..t the state d t i me: g i fts 

24 1~r s . T . A. Humphrie s , "iiome o.t Feud ul ·agnif ic tnce Now 
Only Br ick Heap " , The Rous ton Chron icle , vo l . XXXVI, 
(Apr il l ':1 , 1836) , p . -2-7 . 

25 Inte rvi ew, Mrs . 1 a chel Davi s , ichmond , Texas , J ul y 27 , 1 -4 2 . 

26 Intervi ew, ?: i s LH vi ni a Fer i s , Richmond , Texas , June 6 ,194 2 . 
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were carried to the chur ch , re ady to be hung by the tree 

dressing committee . ,H t t y comments from the master of 

the d i st ribution ceremonies increased the gaity . Children 

and edults when names we r e called all murched down the 

a isles and back again be aring gifts . 27 

Politica l and Patriotic ~ctivities. In 1884 when Grove r 

Clevel and was elect ed to the pr es i dency, ther6 was a cele 

br ati on in Richmond whi ch , a ccord ing to one report, l a s ted 

f or ti duy and night . Cannon were shot . Anvils wE r e f ired 

and "no isy s i xshoot ers made music " during the d a.y . Men 

par aded the streets at night , carrying huge "illumin~t ed 
28 

t r ansparencies" and torches . Le gend has the story that 

at that time there was one man in Richmond who had made 

stump spee che s i n the North during the campR i g~ fo r James 

Bl a i ne, the Republic an nominee . ·,·;hen the Richmond Demo

crats had finished their night of celebr ation , they threw 

into the front yard of the Republican citizen all of the cas t

off par aphenali a of the celebr at ion . Legend s ay s also that 

this Republican wss Dave Nat ion , the husband of Carrie Nation . 

In 1885 t he young men of Richmond and nearby communi

ti es organi zed a soci al and l i terar y club whi ch by 1888 had 

enrolled about e i ghty- five members . It was known as the Rose 

bud Club . fueetings we re held over Henr y Frost's s aloon 

2? Int erview, hlrs . w. L. Ne sbitt, Columbus, Texas . 

28 Ti ll ie Harper , Mother 's Looseleaf Scrapbook, und ated 
clipp ing , "Rede emed at Last" . 
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and politica l discussi ons c ame to occupy much of the time 

of members . They protested agains t the continuance of the 

Negro controlled re gi me of county politics . Out of this 

social gathEring came the Young Men's Democratic Club of 

Richmond. A meeting was called of all the Democrats in the 

county. This meeting r esulted in the formation on July 

7, 1888 , of the Young Men's Democratic Club of Fort Bend 

County. October 3, 1889, the Democratic Club was merged 

into the ''Js.ybird Association" . 29 

In the nineties ther e was at least one organizati on 

in t he county for men besides the lodge s . It was the De af 

Smith Chapter of the Sons of the Republic of Texas orgtini zed 

in Richmond, April 11, 1893, in the off ice of Jud ge F. M. o. 

Fenn . 

Represent ative s of the Richmond Chapter went to Hous 

ton on April 19, 1893 to p articipate i n the celebr ati on on 

April 21 . They v:ere present on April 20 when the state 

organization of t he J ons of the Republic of Texas was per

fected with ~ - A. Craddock a s St ate President and P. Briscoe 
30 as Secretar y. 

Time passed, members died and other organi zati ons came 

to fill the men's soci al needs . The "Sons" disbanded, some 

29 Interview, F. ~ . O. Fenn, Richmond , Texas, June 3, 1938. 

30 F . ?.~. O. Fenn , "Sons of the Republic of Texas", The Fort 
Bend Reporter, vol. XI I I, (Sept ember 30, 19 38 ), p . 15. 
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t r ansf er ring their ru embersh ip t o the ch1~ter in Houston . 

Later s.not hc:: r chupter, kno'lm ct S MirRbe au B. Lamttr Chapter, 

No . 5 was or go.ni ze d . John ! . 1'.oor e , Jr. i s noH Pr esident 

and H. N. Darst i s 3e cr et ~ry-Tr eB s urer . 

On ,'/ednes dsy n i ght June 9 , 19 :~ o, 1-i camp of 3ons of 

Coni' t- de r a t e Ve t ers.ns w J. 9 orgs.n i zed i n Ric~ond . This 

c mnp di d no t jo i n t he Nat i on9.l organiz ation and after a 

s hort t jme int e r es t di ed and t he member s di s banded . 31 

Ano ther club of s hort duretion wa s t he Young Democra

tic Club of Fort Bend County wh ich was organized a t the 

court house Augus t 17, 1938 , with repre s ent atives present 

f rom s i x towns. J . L. Br idges, cha i r man pro te rn of the 

meeting pr u s ided . ·,·,· . E. Hi gg inbotham , st ate rueL.1bership 

cha i r man, ins t r uct ed the gr oup i n perfe cting the local or

ganizat j on. ~ mem·· er ship co.:rrni t t ee wa s a opointed . '"'" chur 

t er as pr esented by St ute Pr es ident C •• Fickett of Hous 

t on to a club of s i xt y- three membe r s . 32 

The club wu s never d isbanded offici ul ly, but hft~r one 

ye :.1 r it ceased t o f uncti on and died a n utural de ath . The 

or igin~l chart er i s sued t o t he club i s in the t ax &Ss es 3or's 

offic e a t the court hou s e . 

31 News item, "Cam~ onfederate Veteran's Sons Organi zed 
lie r e " , The Texa s COtiSter, vol. _,:_xv, (.:3t.p t cmber 10, 
1920 ), p •• 

32 News item, "Young Democratic Cl ub of Fort Bend County 
Ueets " , The Texa s Coas t e r, (Augus t 13 , 1938 ; Sept e.mbe: r 
15, 1938), 
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Prob ~b y not to se ~~ l e Hs p~t riotic th3n t he men , the 

women of Fort Bend County organized t he r :1nk Ter ry Chapter 

No . 378 of the Un ted Daugh t ers ,) f the Confederacy . The 

ch ripter v1as ch Z:.r tered alpril 30 , 1900, ~t 'i.U cruiiond . 33 Dur

_ng its fir s t ye ~r R gre qt in te re s t was shown among t he wowen , 

'lnd the chapter' s ioembershi p comprised t he 11ios t a cti ve and 

l e9d ing v.'omen of Ric h.1nond . ith the p~s 8ins of time nd 

t he development of rw1 . i nt 6rt-;s1,s the organization bec ~ e 

weake ned und in 19 ? '3 the char ter was cance lled . Three char-

ter nemberG , ~lr'J . ?eareson , Mrs. Vi ::1s t an ·:m d ~~ i 3s For is, ... re 

living . 

The "e h;,ve been sever:il clubs org~nized in the cot..nty 

t h11 t funct oned for onl:1 u sho_ t tirr,e . 3oruEtlltle.s its p ur -

ose was uccom_l i shed or other inter es ts needed encourage

ment . An exa,..,_ ,le of the former was the 1-'lorrnn' s Submi s s i on 

Club for Fort Bend County which was organized March 6, 1919 

by Il.r s . Augus ta C. Hu s heston of N'e•:r York City , Nation~l 

Field counselor. The purpose was t o instruct t he women i n 

the use of s uffr age . Of fic ers for t he county were ele cted 

a t the m~ f t ing h eld at the cour t house . 34Fort Bend County 

women opposed wom3n suf f r age , nevertheles s , they bec illlle vot 

ing citi zens in 1919 \•1hen the Ni net et,nt h gmendt!e nt was pa ssed . 

33 I nter ie1i1: , !.:rs . J. E. Eo n e, 3t !:1.t e Custodi an, U. D. c. , 
Austin , Texas , June 15, 1 942 . 

34 Ne~s i tem , "Woman' s Submi s sion Club", The Rosenberg 
Her ald, vol. )':XV , ( farch 7 , 1 919) , p:-T. 
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Frater nal Or d ere . The dawn of the twent i eth cent ur y was 

:i lso t he davm of s nev, so cial or der i n Texas . The f i r st 

quar t er of t he cent ur y witness ed r ap i d c hanges . The ol d 

order wus pas 9ing --illd ther e was u ch nE~ d fo r spirit~~l 

and c ul tura l s dvanc ernent; ~1s wel l ti s fili;j_te ri a l devel opment . 

Both llian and women parti cipated i ~ tbe change by organi z

ing lodges and c lubs to broaden the ir vi ews and furnieh 

rue uns to coordinute t he i r ef fo rt a in ci vi c affal r3 . Lodge s 

and non- s ecre: t orge.r_izations of ruany k i nds began to re 

place the old e r for~s of entert a iu..t..eat . They ~fforde d a 

wedium \'lhich dr e•.•; t ht- pe o_p lc toge ther , a 1. ec..ns of spir i tutil 

Enr ichment of the lives of the ffie lliber s , and the~ea~ure of 

cont a ct with fri end s . These advant age s kep t tbe i nte rb8 t 

hi gh . lack of ~ quorum at r egul ~r wec tings was unhe ar d of 

and of ten members trs ve l ed mi les t o be p r e sent. 

The Kasoni c Lodge , t he I ndependent Order of Odd Fel 

l m..-s , t he ,,' ood.Jr.en. of the ',iorld a nd t he wornen' s au:x.ilL1ri t:. s 

of the se org~nizati ons huve been s c t lve a t vurious times . 

The .tllCi ent Free and Ac cepted Ord er of Maso ns , Morton Lo dge 

Jo . 72 , was the f irst Ma s onic Lodge or ga nized i n t he county . 

A. di s oens a t i on was gr im t ed Uay 24 , 18 50 . ii cha r t 1:- r be ar i ng 

tte date J anuar y 24 , 1 851, was i ssued at Hender s on , Texas, 

by W. B. Ochi ltree , t he gr and roos ter of Te xa s at t ha t t i me . 35 

35 Letter, George H. Beleu , Gr und Secret ar y , 4 . F . und A . Y • 
. :a co , Texas , June 29 , 1 942 . 
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The orig ina l c h r t e r and il l l t h~ e ~r ly r ecords uf the 

Lodg e were dest r oyed by f i re in 1 887 . ~orton Lodg e now 

h olds r e gu l <l r roe r ti ng s i n its own t wo s tory brick bui l di ng . 

During the Cent enn i a l celebr a t i on of t he Gr a nd l od ge of 

Te xa s , raee t ing in .'/a c o i n De c e , .. ber , 1937, t he \lork of 

,'iilli am .:ort on , whose: narue t he lodgE: be a r s , a s one of t he 

f irs t Uas ons i n Te x ns , was dep ict e d i n pHgebn t fo r m. 3 6 

Th e Ro s e nbe r g Lodge , • F . und A. M., No . 881 , wa s 

gr an t ed it s ch a rt e r o~ De c ember 3 , 1903 . I t he l d its f i r s t 

me eting Febru,1ry 20 , 1 904. The f i r s t me. ,_ t i n g wa s he l d i n 

t he old f r ame bui lding be l ong i ng t o W. A. Mo ers on t he s ite 

now oc cup i e d by the Houston l i ght i ng und ? owe r Coc p any . 

In 1929 the 1,as ons bou ght t he Bee ch e r Co chran bu i l di ng and 

moved int o i t. 

R. F . 1.:u l cohy , H. D. Don a t , on d T . F . Greht-1.m we r e t he 

f irs t to re oei ve degr e t s wh i c h were conf e r red Febru ,..ry 2 0 , 

1904 . 3 7 

Sugar Land Lodge , . • F . un d A. . . . ' No . 1141 , WtiS 

c hertered by t he Gr und Lod ge o f Texus i n Ge c ewb6r, 1 920 . 

The fi rs t o f f i cers v,ere : C, A, Di e r k s , ,, ors h i p f u l t:u s t E.; r; 

Harry Redan , Senior la r den , • • M, Jaugh , Juni or 1er den ; 

I. G, .:irtz , Je cr€t ary . 

36 A, B. Mo s e s , " l:i s t or y of the 1~orton Uasonic Lodg6 " , 
The Fort Ben d Report e. r, vo l . VII I , ( Septer:.iber 30 , 
1 938°1'7P.127 

3 6 Inte r view, J . H. ',/ad dell , ~o s en berg , Tex us, Sep t e.mbe r 
3 , 1 942 . 
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The 1,:e.soni c LOG ~€ s of lt'ort B<;.nd County cre 5-cti ve , 

though their mE:ctings Qre less r egula r a nd l ess we 1 ~t

t ended th:.rn i n e ,~r lie r· ye t:l rS of t he i r exi st enc e . 38 

Ac cording to a va il abl e record s , the Independe nt Order 

of Odd Fe l l ows wa s the second fr eternal ord er organi zed in 

the county . Fort Bend Lod g e, , No . 61 I. 0 . 0 . F ., w::i. s organ

i zed a t Ri c hrriond in 1874 . At the s ame time Naomi Lodge of 
39 the Re bek ah Degr ee Lodge was c r e a t ed . These lodges a re 

not now a ctive, but no re cord of t he ir fo r ma l di a continu ~nce 

ha s be en f ound . 

May , 1909, J . W. Goodri ch of Hous ton, who wa s Deputy 

Gr and aster of Texas a t the time , organ i zed an Odd Fellows 

Lod ge in Ro senberg . This lod~e disb ~~ded i n the e arl y 

thir t i es be c au s e it s member s be c ame interested in othe r or

ganizations .40 

In the early 19 20 ' s a Rebek ah Degree Lodge was organi 

zed in Rosenbtrg . The f irs t offi cers wer~ ~ rs . Jo hL Yar ling , 

Nobl e Gr and ; lLrs . Be rth6 llartl li~t: , Vi ce - Grand . It wa.3 a ct ive 

for sever a l ye ars but due t o l uck of int e ~est it disb~nded 

i n 1 930 . The recor ds were depos ited with the H6 ad quarters . 41 

38 Lett er, Geor ge h . Belew , Grand Secre,t &ry , . F . and.-.. . 11 ., 
~a co , Texas, June 29 , 1942 . 

39 .-.nonymous , Hi s tory of Od , F£-:llm .-ship i n Texe.s .E.mbrac ing 
Firs t Iut roducti o1 of the Order in 1838 and~ Account 
of the SeverP.. l I ode:es, p. 2S7. 

40 Interv iew, F . L . Hcdrd , ~o s enber g , Textis , Febru~r 25 ,194E . 

41 I nt erview , ~s . H. 0 . Schultz , Rosenbe- rg , Texas. 
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T<.:x u:3 .:oodmen of the .or d ·x.,p 5~:f \:c.. ~ gr·-nt e 

c hertis r ·"pril l G, 1CJ 8 , in ... o 8enberg . The fir::;t of1 icers 

were : R. I. • .:ul cuby , Gonsul Co;:....:.:.nc.ur; G. B . L:..ing , ,,.dvi 

s<.:r ~i euten::ait ; .l . n1 t chcll , iknkar ; C.. 11 . Duffie; , Clerk ; 

R . G. Lee , Escort ; P . l 1. . i utson , .:utchn..lllj II . P • • u.f f , 

3entry ; 'l'om Goleu,m , Kinch ~illyt-r, lrnd L . E . Proctor , iana

ger s ; C. ;.: . Bl a i r, :;:'hys ic a n. Uth0r chc..rter .G! Orabers in

cludea J . :a . Cooper , C: . D. CcUupbe.Ll , il . , • hvuns , D • •• 

urr , C. A. Bightowl-r , J . B. hloore , ,J • .t:3 . :Purot t, I . I::; . 

eynolds , IL o . Gki )per , J . i . \rells , . • J . ll1te , :E . Giv i n , 

J . J . 'l' homas a n d W. P . 31:. ir . 42 

i3rtizo s Culp ~-Io . 12545 , l!odern ·.1o ou:rr.c1n of Ameri c t. , was 

organized in 1 07. This l odge waJ ve ry :1cti vu for ye urs , 

but though neve r oificiully disbJnd ed , it haa disc0nt~nued 

43 ragular :::.c c ... i r.ss . -

SuprcDc Fore;:;t ,;' ,_~drue Circlo , Grove 1I0 . 1620 , v,us or-

g:.mL:.tc:d Febru c1ry :2 , 1~16 , by Jt a t1:; o r fice.rs, '·' r s . E.I..:uo. B. 

Mnncht3tor , ~ prcmc Qu3rd i a n , ~~ 3 . Dr k exun ~r , ~upreme 

Clerk , .:md J t <it. e : r.a n :...gt.. r ~.!rs . EllE- n B. at~ r son . Th c ,,, p 

. i 44 
l S u Ct V e t O 0..y • 

42 letter, Farr i:. r l,ewbe:;rry , r;o ti0nul 3s cre t .~ry , ,,ooc.::.:ien of 
t he i\'orld , Omaha , Tebra sk u , Jul y 15 , l 9 4Z ; Interview, 
Cb~ s . Va nd e . h id~r , Secret~ry , .osenbarg , Texas , July EJ ,' 42 

4 3 nt1::: rview, Charli~ Seyd.ler , ~ o ..; en erg, ""ex.as , June 6, 1942 . 

4 4 IntE .. rvie" , Mrs . l.'..aude .J. lwr i~ht, ~o s~nbt:.rG , TeXciS, July 
1 6 , 1942 . 
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Rict,nona Cl1 H ter , -o. 41 2 , Orde r of t te E ~s . e r n :.; t u.r, 

"la f'I or €:1-m j zed !,ray 20, 1908 , e nd rt~c-:ii ved it s c hur E: r Oc 

tober 15 , gos . The chri rter vrn s ~ignc1ci by 11rs . Cur r 1h 

J ohns on , · 'ortl.ty Gr~ nu - 1·ie tron ; 'I . J. Tuck er, .. 'orthy G-r :~nd 

Ps tron, :.1nd .~rs . Ci:1s sie C. I.eonn r d , Cr !:md - :le cret ;; ry . ,J'ter 

ten years of a ct v f e ervic e , the oh rp t ~r den i sF~ i n 1918. 

T e Ro~enberg Ch~ptcr , Or e r of t hE Eastern St ~r, 

NumhE: r 429 , V'E1 S org c.: ,i ze d Octob e r 2 , 1908 , by Frs . Curr ie 

B, l a ne , Gene r Bl De puty of Eouston . The chart e r n:i.s gr unte d 

Oc t ober 14, 1 9 08 , si gn e d by 1.~r t . Csr rfJb Johnson , crthy 

!'v t r on ; 'fl . J . Tucker , \',ort hy Grar:d Pa tro ,. en d .• s . Ca3s ie 

I eon ar d, GrPnd Secret ery . Tti s i s th e onl y c ct i ve cb J p te r 

· nthe county tof r y. J errbers of t he ord er it t he other towns 

h" ·e p l a ced the r membfrship n the nos enbc r g Ch ~pter . 

Fort Beno Che pter , Ord E-r of t e Ee..s t er i: S t E- r ?;'WL. er 

650, o RosecbFrg ns org n ized 3Eptecte r 16 , 19 20 , s nd 

r e ce ive d i ts cha rter Oc t obdr 1 4 , 9 20 . The cha rter wa s 

s1 gnC'd by t'r s . Y& ggie B. , cod , Wort cy Cr o.nd ...fatron ; C. P . 

Pa t r ick, ,/or t by Grand r- ~t r c n ; 1,.rs. Cnssie C. Leona rd , Grund 

Secret ary. 

Su ,3. r and Ch apte r, _""u..Tber 660 , Ord£r of l as t E.rn 3 tar, 

was org·.rnized Janu3ry 29 , 1921 c. nd r eceived i t,3 charter 

October 2?, 1921 , 3 i gned by ~rs . Ms r garet Hos ey , llorthy 

G--rand ~11tron ; ob.n Fi nd l s.ter, ',i'orthy Gr ~nd Patron; 1:r, 3 . 

C.0 s c: e .., . l eon. 1 , Gr-; d Secret 'l:r-y . Thi3 chapte r demised 
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in 1 ~31. '15 

Roya l :r-;ei g h bors o f nIDerica , CaL1p NWllbe • 78.:-6 , vu..,,s 

e st 1;1. bl ished i n rioseu ber g , No vE::mb8r 11 , l<.llo . (;f the 

t wenty - f ive ch ur tt:: r Tuembt r s , se v e u a r E li ving . l h E, ~ e ffi

bership i s nov, co ra ;:- u sed of nim,t y - s i A. A. Juv611il6 Gh&p t c r 

w&s o r gau i zed ::.:e p terube r 20 , l~ L:, , . ; i t h t \Jt::nt - - t\lu ell · rtE- r 

membc r s . 46 

a nd Ci v ic .·:f6u c i e~~. '1'he Fort Bt:.nd Coun t y 

?-'e d io lll ).s , o c A i.:rn was orgci.n ·.zed in 1 912 i n Ri chmond wi th 

s e ven c h r. r te r members . The fi r s t of f ic e r s e l e c ted were Dr . 

J . C. J nhnson, Pr ~s i d ent; Dr. J . s . Ya t e g , Vi e t - Pr e s i d ent 

end Dr. R, ,· . Fa rme r , -> e c r ·et P. ry. Two mont h s a f t e r i t o r 

ea~ i zod t he \s i:; o c a t j o n Me r g e d wi t h t he J a cks on , ·,vh a r t on , 

and Mat a go rd a Co unty ,s s o c j ntion . Meet i ngs of t h a t ASs ocia -

4 7 ton Mr e hsl q ua r terly . 

The Fort Be nd Count y 1' e d ica l .,1.uxil i a r y was o r gani zed 

in 1 938 , with eight chart e r meo b e r s . The fi rs t of f ic ers 

Alect ed we re V R . C. V. Nic hol s, Pre s i dent; Mr s . J . W. Ne eks , 

Vi c e - PreR i dent And Mrs • .li"' r e.nk Andrews , .3ecr et lil'y . I n 1 941 

t h e o f f' i c e r s decided t h e t t he r e was n o f urther n e e d fo r 

45 Letters , ~.:i ss Cora P o s e y , Gr 'illd S e c re tar y , Ord e r of t he 
L ":1 8 tt-.rn 3t. -. r , . .rlingt0n , Tux::::s , augua t 11 , 1 ·4 
Jl,l, 9 , 1942 . 

46 Intervi ew , ?"r s. Be rtha Schawe , Rosen be r g, Texa s , pr i l 
3 , H142 . 

4 7 Int e r vi ew , Dr . J . 1/ , 1' e e; k s , Ho se; nbtrg , Te xas , ra rc h 1 8 , 
1 94 :=' . 
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the chnpter, ~md it \·1..1 s d i sbanded . 48 

A Fort Ben d County ch e.pter of the Na ti on ~l ,. s o c i a 

t n n of Po P> tlllfl sters v,es orf'e.ni z ed in " ugus t 22, 1 g,.-, : , a t 

Richmond under direction of Joseph Kopecky of H~l l etts -

vi l le , d i s trict che irm n of th e national i. s Ro ci ,-. tj ,m. The 

Po str:ia sters of the county b e c ~~ me cha r ter member .' . 'l'his 

ch ap t br i s quite a ctive in nrofe:: s si on <'. l e nd s o cial way s. 49 

_..,,.-::i ong tte civic organ i Zc.1tL,ns of the county, the. C,;ham

b Er of "clli!uer ce i n EJ E. c h of' the towns of f: icbmor..d , OSt..nbe.rg 

uno. 3ug1...r Lano. h a s fillbd till i rn;; ort s nt p l uc e in he 0.6 velop 

we n t of t ht c a~ty. 

There ~re no 1:1 v~i labl e recorda pe rt a ining to the f irst 

Chwub e r o f Col!illlerce orgsuize d in Hicm.uond , · though G. C. 

B::1ker of t h&t city st 1:1 t e s tlla t there wa.s one org c. -ized i n 

1 90~ t1.nd t h e. t he w~s a member . He rec al l s t ha t J . H. P . 

Davis was ? r s ident und tb& t 1:: a l H&nsom was 3ecr ztt..ry . 

J ohn ?I( . :Ioore ctnd ? • -: . 0 . eun -{:erf. __;,1uong the le t..d c:rs , ~ut 

B.:l k s r doE- s n .:-i t rec -11 the e XE. ct off ice t nese IBeu held . This 

org :::.n i zat it; n c eased f'uic tioning in a short ti rr. e , to be re 

viv~d i n the l ~t 8 19 20 's when oil was discove r ed i n the 

Cui...nty . J . R. i ar~ c.L' \~ a s pres ident or sever a l ye::.rs. T is 

org,u~ i z.~t i on b E. C ufilt:; i n t.cti vE 6lld ~" en tht:; • ot ~ry Club wa s 

48 Intbrvi e\,· , ~.' rt; l J . it . ,: eeks , .og :::. n e r g , Tex us , March 18 , 
1942 . 

49 Ne, •s i t ern , "Fort Bend ?os tnasters ...,,o r:n OrganizutL.m2, 
The Ho u s ton Chrdrn i c l e , vol. .ILII , ( ··ug . 23 , 1 4 Z),p . 10 . 
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or g &n ized in 19~6 ; it tuok over the du ies of Chi~bcr of 

50 
Corrw.er c e for the town . 

Th6 S~g ~,r Land. Chc..m er of olil£...e rce , f'irst orguL iz£d 

in 1~18 , i.:3 one of t wo in 'l'e:xas thc.1.t differs tro....i the usual 

org~n i Zdtio n , Brownsville being t h other . ~t first 3ugar 

Land t ... i od the s .~:me f o r 11 tha t all other .J..ut:!rs ot Com.rne rce 

use , but sinc e the Imperial 3ugdr Company hnd the 3u garla nd 

Indus'(,ric.s owned ti ll ousine ss co n ce..rn8 it was not a very 

:rn ccessful p ro O€dure . ,. i th the present cha rter, obt a. int:: d in 

1 ~25 , tht:! manborshipa are p a id by the comp~nies dna al l t he 

e:nployee3 of these t wo coll.lpunie 3 a re au t omat i cal ly me mbers 

or· tne ~u gur Land Chamber of Co1nme r ce . There 1:i.re at pre-

3ent over 1,500 membera . The f irst p r esi dtnt , G. D. Ulrich, 

· 11 . h · t 51 
st1 serves 1n t a t c dpo c1 y . 

The L(osen oc:rg Chtil!lber of" Corrufl<;; rc t: , c1lthough not or

g ~nized until Febru ry 23 , 1~ 3Y , h1:i.s fil led an i mpor tdnt 

pla c e i n the develop:nl:J llt of For t Bend County . The p re sent 

IDer.i"bership , comprising one hundred tilld f our r..en , is dedi

c a ted to the ad v bn c ~men t of tnc whol6 county wh l lE tney 

strive t o n:ske .dosenbcrg L1ore Httru. cti V6 i r1 every ~·ey . Thei r 
- ,.., 

slog~n is "Ro::;cnb-._·e; , the Eub of th~ ulf Coas t ~. ;).:;,, 

50 Intc. ·v.it ,, , G. -.: . Buker, Ricm .. oud , Ttx~., , ·ar c.u J , 1942 . 

5 1 l :i.tc .. 'VitM , i'i . li . 3tiI,nE:tt , J ec r e;t urw of tbe .jugur Land 
Ghc; ,b r ofCor-.:rierce, .-;'.' ri ? ,1942 . 

5i Int erview, Joe Law, · os enbc r g , Texas , July a , 1942 . 
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The Business and Profe ssional viomen ' s Club of Fort 

Bend County w&s pl tmned in November, 1934, when a group 

of some fifty women met a t the Pl aza Hotel in Rosenberg . 

The actual organizati on was effected , however , on November 

22 , 19~4 , at the courthouse in Richmond . The first off icers 

of the club wer e Pauline Yelderman , ? resident ; Helene Da ily , 

First Vice- President; Uarjorie Bolton, Jecretury; Johnnie 

M. Copeland , Treasurer ; and Lois Vlelhausen , Parli l:lwenturi -

an . 

Activities of t he club include s ponso r ship of ostnberg 

Girl Scouts , participation with other clubs in t h~ Count y 

Fa ir, ma i ntaining a student lo un fun d , available to high 

s chool gre.d uat~s, and the securing of vocationul gui dance 

cl tisses at the schools of Richmond , Ros enberg , end S ar 

Land . 53 

The Rosenberg Fire Depart ment c ame into existence in 

1914 whe n the city water system was i nste.l led . The first 

equipment consisted of two hi gh whee l hose carts with ropes 

atta ched so that they could be pulled by man power . Each 

cart was sup ulied with 500 fe e t of hos e and t wo long noz zl e s . 

In 1921 the old ce.rts, as \,ell e.s another car t car rying t wo 

forty gal lon chemica l t anks whi ch had been acquired , ,·:er e 

succeeded by a n odern fire truck . It was a Model T 

53 Int erview, Mrs_ Vance ,;i nner, Ri chruohd , Textis , Janua ry 
6, 1942 . 
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Ford one ton chas i s . Thi s e quipme nt wa s uns ati sfact ory, 

however, the mai n drawback being the l a ck of a pump . A 

re al fac tory ma de fi re truck with u 500 ga l l on pump Vias 

ourchased i n 1 930 . Three ye ar s l ater ~n e i ght cylinder 

Ford , and anothe r 500 gAl lon pump ·;;e re obt e ined. The 

ef f icienty of the Rosenber g Fir e Dep art~ent i s re f l e ct ed 

i n the r e duct ion of t he fi r e i nsuranc e r ate froID one dol

l ar p er hundr ed in 1914 t o t h irty- fo ur cents pt r hundred 
54 

i n 1942 . 

The Ri chmond Country Club was organized on February 

19 , 1 920, by B gr oup of ent hus i astic citizens who met in 

the county cou rt r oom . '!' he purpose of the club was an

nounced as s oci a l and civic. On February 25, t he members 

bought the M. L. 1V oolley property s outh of t own . Lat e r a 

cha r t er was sec ured G.nd t he club v·as inc or porated for the 

s um of $1 ~ , 000 with a memb£r ship of s eventy- five . Sha r e s 

w€ r e of a par val ue of $ 200 each . ·,itile t he cl ub we.s known 

as t he Ric hmond Country c l ub, citi zen s fr om many other coun

ty tO\'illS wer e admi t t ed t o memb er s hi p . ,11th t he p as sing of 

time and t he development of new i ntere s t s the Country Club 

was d i s continue a . 55 

54 Intervi ew, Fi re Chi ef J oe Catron of Rose nbe r g , Texes, 
Ap r i 1 3 , 19 4 2 • 

55 News i t ern , "Country Club I s Born", The Te xas Coaste r 
vol . Y.XV , ( Febr uary 2?, 19 20) , p . Y-:-
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August 19, 19 25, "" • B. Wa lker, Di s trict Govt. rnor, 

heading a delegation of Op tim _sts fr o• Ilot..s ton, organized 

the Rosenberg Optimists Club of t h irty-e ight members a t the 

Pl aza Hote l follovilng a banquet . 56 This club di s btillded in 

1931 when a Lion's Club was organized . 

The Lions Club, the first one of its nellie in Fort Bend 

County, was or ganized in Rosenberg July 16, 1931 . Among 

the a chievements of the club are t he sponsoring of an elect 

i on for an additi onal $8 , 500 bond i s s ue to comple~e t he 

h igh s chool audft.ori um and gymnas i um , obt aining a cre ame r y 

and a n ew telephone exchange in Rosenberg; the pl anting of 

200 red crepe myrtle trees along the hi ghway; sponsoring 

a baseball team and build i ng a baseball park; s ecuring a 

site for a high school band s t and; building a band stand 

and sponsoring conc erts; organizing a Boy Scout Troop; and 

secur ing a $?00,000 fed eral building for the town . 57 

In June, 1940, a Lion 's Club wa s organized in 3ugar 

Land . The first of ri cErs we r e fi . L. Kirkpatric~, Prt sident; 

C. E. McFadden , Vice - President; T . Green-:.1ald , Se cond Vic-e 

President; C. 1 . v:hite , 3ecretary- Treasurer; E • .i!.. Saeger, 

lion Tamer . The Club has been active in the d~ve lopment 
f) ,9 

of the Community . 

56 News item , "Optimi st Club Is Or gani zed", lli Rosenberg 
Herald, vol. XXXI, (August 21, 1925), p . 1. 

5? Interview, J . E. Junker, Rosenberg , Texas, hlay 12, 1942 . 

58 Interview, O. Guenthe r, Sugar Land, Texas, July l?, 1941 . 
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Sponsore d by ,the Eagl e Lak e Rot a r y Club, the Rich

illond Rot arians we r E:: organ ize d in ,.;.p ril, 19 3 6 . The char t er 

wa s presented J une 16, 1936, a t a l a r ge gat hering of Ro 

t a ri a ns and • ot a r y .-.r.n s f ron.. othE:: r t owns . This club is 

very a ctive and doe s the work u nually done by a Chrunb 1:: r 

of Coillllierce . 59 

In 1903 The l'.1others' Clu b of Richmond was organize d. 

Richmond, therefore, b ad in effect a Parent - te a cher or 

gani zat i o n s i x yea r s before the St ate or gan i za t io n was 

formed. Mrs . J . C. Flor e a wa s elect e d the first president 

a nd s e r ve d until s he lo s t he r l i f e i n the 1915 s t or m. I,:rs . 

T. B. ·,:e s sendorff was e l e cted the fi r st treasurt. r ond a erve d 

c ontinu ous l y until 1 925. I n 1915 the 1-iot hers~• Club vms 

a f i l i a ted with t he St a te P arent - Te ~cher orgtin i z a tion whi ch 

was t hen ca l led tbe Ccngres s of i:others and iiar ent- Te achLrs 

Ass oci ation. Fift ee n mothers h a ve s e rved a'3 pre:sidents 

s i n ce 1 915 a nd the a ssoci ation i s one of t ~e best in the 

60 county. 

Februar y 1, 1 91 0 , twenty or :nor e ,:10thers i n Ros enb e r g 

met ti t t he s chool hou s e for the p urpo s e of pe r f ect i ng an 

organi zati on of a 1'ot her s ' clu b . The me e ting was c alled to 

59 News it eu , "Ro t tt ri ans Organ i z e ", The Te x as Co a ster, 
vol . XLI , (Apri l 1 6 , 1936 ), p . r:--

60 Int ervi ev: , l/,r s . Fr a nk Bell, Richmond, Texas, 1:arch 8 , 
1 942 . 
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order by Mrs. ti . L. Nesb i tt , chairman pro tem . The con

stitution was r ead and adopted . Seventeen members were 

enrolled . This organi zation chwiged its n ame in 1915 

to the Parent-Te ache rs A3.s ociation and now hus the l urge st 

membershi p ':imong simila r organizu.tions in the county. 

Simil8r organ izations ce.rr:.e into existence in other 

cornmuni ties . There were in 1942 eight P:irent-Te e.che: r 

As sociat ions i n the white schools, and t hre e in the 1::exi 

cun schools. The ~exic ~n Association at Simonton has 

thirt een members: 61 

//hen the first Child .Velf ::1 re Conference of Fort Bend 

County was held a t Ricamond in March, H~26, a County Council 

of Parent-Te achers .,.ssoci ati~n was foro ed . This organiza-

tion th a membership of 800 is very a ctive in the welfare 

of the schooL-i . }'our me e tings ar e held e a ch year a t diffc.r 

ent places in rotation. 62 

The Boy Scout Troops of Fort Bend County now active 

date back to 1933 1 though Ri chmond hbd a troop organized 

in 1926 with J e cob Bl~sdel a s scoutm~ster . Aft ~r two ye ars 

of service, Bl as dell resigned cnd the troop disbanded . 

61 Int ervieYI , Louis Buls, Pre s id ent , Fort Bend County Coun
cil of P . T . ~. , Beasley, Texas, July 20, 194 2 . 

62 Nei'-'S story , "Child ,velfare Conference Held at Ri chraond", 
The Rosenberg lierald, vol. ':s:J:.] II, (March 12, 19 26) , 
p . 1 . 
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The Rosenber g Boy 3 cout T~oop No. 109, was organized 

in 19 ? 3 , und er the sponsorship of t he Lion's Club . He nry 

Kastrop was first s coutmaster and Raytond RE: f d e wu s ~ssis 

t ant. In 1934 the troop was di s banded until 1!ar ch, 1937 

then it was reorganized under the leadership of C. n . Bur ris 

as s coutmaste r with Raymond Rude and ~obert Bass as the 

assistant s . Rose nberg now has a Boy .:rout Tr oop , a Sea Jc ,.rnt 

Troop, a Cub Pack and one Negro Troop . Raymond Rude is the 

~resent sc outmaster. 

In 1937 Jim Brid ge s organ ized Troop No. 1 3 7 of Ri ch

mond and D. \'I . Barnhill be cune scoutmaster with T . 1i . Mor e-

head a s a s s ist ant. number of business men hav E: worked 

successfully for the benefit of the troop . 

In 1936 a Boy Scout Tr oop was orguni ze d in Sug~r Land 

with Luke Bro\':ner as scoutmaster. ~• committ ee comp os ed of 

1~ose Norvick, J . B. Fovrler and G. D. Ulrich was appointed 

as advisers . During this period , Camp Henry, located on 

the Brazos River, v.-as given t o Boy 3couts of the county by 

the :3ugarland Industries . 63 

The only Girl Scout Troop in the count y is the one 

organized in Rosenbe r g October, 1935. !Liss Hilda l'iied er L:.ann 

and ~~s. Frank ~ill er sponsored the troop and continue in 

63 Interview, Raymond Ru de of Rosenberg , Texas, April 3, 
1942 ; M!'s . B. F . Br l:l. CE- well of Sugar Land , l.le.rch 9, 
1942 . 
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the capacity of sponsors. Betwe t. n t we nty- five and t hirty 

g i r l s ~re a ctive member s . 64 

In the f all of 1916 a chor al club was organi zed a t 

the home of :ti.:r s . John 1!. . Moore, Sr . i n Ric hmond . It was 

at Ur . Moore's suggesti on that the c lub wa s f or oed and 

!::r s . M. 11 . Newel l di d the t e l ephoning to get the l adi t:; s 

to a ttend t he first meeting . This or g!iilization became 

known as t he Ri chmond Women's Chor a l Club . Due to the 

removal fr om t he city of sever a l rnenibe r s , t he c l ub dis

banded in 1 928 . 65 

I n 1 918 the l adi es in Ros enberg org~ni zed a mus ic club 

call ed the Treb l e Clef Club with ~~s . F . L. Hear d a s ?resi

dent and hlrs . Chas . l e a a s Se cret ar y . In 1919, the Treble 

Clef Club a nd t he Ros enberg Gl ee Club whi ch had previ ·)Usly 

been organized , were consol i dat ed . No one remeo bers much 

about the GleE Club ex cept tha t it was com9osed of men and 

women who sang i n the vari ou s church choirs . The club \, e s 

a ctive f or seve r a l ye ars, but disbanded when the dire ctor 
66 

ruoved to Hous ton. 

64 Interviev, , 1:rs . J . E . Junke r, Rose nber g , Texas , May 12, 
1942 . 

65 Intervi ew, l.l.rs . Ivy ~!oore t:orr is on , Richmond , Texa s , 
June 10 , 1942 . 

66 News stor y , "New Musi c Club", The Rosenberg Herald, 
vol . m , (~ovellibe r G6 , 19191,p . 2; Int erview, 
~!rs . Allie Ryba , Rosenber g , Texas. 
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About 1932 t he l adi es of the county bt c6.ille inte r e s ted 

in flov:ers and gardens to such a n extent t hL. t they began 

organizing Gard en Cl ubs . There c.re nm.r such clubs in practi

cally every comrJunity . Some of the club a ctivities hs ve 

been t he spons or i ng of Flower Shows, Yard Pilgrimages, 

Cleam Up i ✓ e ek, Christmas l i ght i ng Pl ant Exchange, and the 

gene r a l beautific ation of the towns . The Sugar Land Gard en 

Club, the olde s t i n the county , was organized :Uay Hi, 1932 , 

by .!rs . 'Ii . L. Friend . There are now sixty-g ive raembers of 

thot club . 

The Suge. r I.and Club was the only one in the county 

until the Richmond Garden Club v,as organ i zed February 11 , 

1935, with sevent y - one chart er r:; ember s . The Richmond Club 

has been a member of the Texas Federation of Garden Clubs 

since 1935 and is an a s s ociate member of the Houston Federa

tion of Garden Clubs . 

h'irs . C. O. Di ckerson and Mrs . T . P . BoyAt t were the 

f oun ders of the Ros enber g Garden Club . They asked all the 

l adi es in town who were int e r e s ted in or gan i zing e Garden 

Cl ub to me et at the home of W~s. Dickerson on November 5, 

1937. Twenty l adie s r es pond ed and became the charter mem

bers . Cooperation has be en the keynote of t his club , one 

of Ros enbe r g 's strongest organizations. 67 

67 Jnt ervi e\vS, ''r s . B. F . Bra cev.-ell of Sugar Land , Mar ch 
5 , 1942 ; .u-s . I vy ~· oor e Norr i s on of j_ ic hrriond, J une 10, 
1942; Mrs. E. J. , chendel of rtosenber g , June 1 0 , 1942 . 
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AS time p Hss ed the c ~roeteries of Fort Et nd County 

gre':.' l a r ge r and were ofte n neglected . .:J.so , s t orms and 

hurri canes caused damages . By 1902 the citiztns of Rich

mond fel t that an org· nizat ion was neces sary t o Ctire for , 

to i mprove , and to be e.utify the ceme tery of that c;ity , kn ,Jwn 

as Morton Cemeter y . I t s work included the r c. i sing of funds 

t o insure future car e of the gr ~veyard . Mr s . A. P . Geor ge 

is t he pre sident of the associ a t lon t.:. t t his time and .Urs . 

Anni e Holmes continues as col l ector of due s . In 1910, 

Rosenber g organized a s i mil ur us s oci ati0c but thece &re no 

records pert a i ning t o it. 68 

In 1913 se ver al l ~dies of Ful s he ~r de cide d t o i mp rove 

s ome negledt ed plot s in Uni on Chap el Cemetery . Their ex

amp le caused ot he rs to do likewise and wh en some out - of 

town citi zens he :1 rd of this they as ked t o pay dut s t o ha ve 

their plot s ut t ended • .I-ill o r gani zati on cal led Union Chapel 

Cemetery ,.ssoc i a ti on was formed with rs . E. M. Huggins , 

Sr ., pr es ident . An iron f e nce was Eirec t e d t o enclose the 

entire cemet e r y 2nd much l andscap ing ~as done . Thi s usso 

ciot i on continued for a number of ye ~rs , but peop l e grew 

care l e ss e.bout p•1ying their dues t".Jld the a s s ocia t ion fi nally 

disbtmd ed . 69 

68 Int ervi ew , Er s . ,Uln ie F.olm s , ichrnond , Texas , June 10, 
1942 . 

69 Interview, !frs . Fr t.nk Fields , Ful sh e i... r, Texas , July ? , 
1942 . 
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One of the mo '3 t r ecent clubs t o or.zani;~e in the county 

was the Fort Bend Flying Club . t a me ·t ing he l d in the 

Rosenberg Chamber of Corn1,erce liall r il 30 , 1941, the Club 

was formed 11nci of f ic ers were el ec t<=u . The purpose of the 

Club was to promote interest ln 1:1. v i11tl ()n i n the co unty and 

t o make flying lessohs avsilablt to anyone in erest ed in 

le ar ni ng t o fly. ~ s i xty-five horse po ,er Pi per Club 

tr ainer pl une was purchased fr om the J . L. Schroeder Com

pany of Eous t on. The flyi ng field is located on t he Be al ey 

?O hi ghw1:1y a s hort d ist ance froTu Ros enber g . 

De cember, 1941 , the members sold the &i rp lo..i.ne , and 

t he club bec ame ine cti ve so f a r &s flying is conc erned . 

Ho~e ver, i t s t i ll roe int s i ns it s airport , filld cnn~1 rn~s its 

meetings. 

Women ' s Home Demonst r ation Clubs were fir s t organi zed 

i n For t Bend County in Sep t ember, 19 32, by Mrs . Leola Cox 

3i des , a Home Demonstr ation -~ent. 

Si nce • he was organizing the s sme \ro rk i n t wo oth~r 

counti e'3 , whe c:!. i ti not gi V ( ful l time s ervice in Fort Bend 

Count y . To help c er r y out the wor k , e Count y Ho~e emon-

9t r .~ t 0n Counc 1 w ~s organi zed with !!.r s . J . 1 . Boone of 

Bee; s l e , ch ::i i r m'..l. n . I n -'i.pri l 1933 , Mrs . Si dEs Sec ,H!le Home 

?O ,Je,.-:~ it e;::i , "0f f' ic ers ,.re El en ted for County M.ir Club", 
The Te::X l:i S Cotls ter, vo 1. .CL VI , ( lay 1 , Hl 41) , p . 1. 
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,Velhousen ·ms ap'"l oin i:. ed to serve Fort i::send County . 

206 

By the end of 1935 the wor k in the county had grown 

to su ch I.ill extent t !lti t an as s ist ant bgent wa~ u~ cucd o nd 

Miss Carolyn Po~el l wcts g i ven the position . In 1936 ~ i s s 

,elhuusen was tronsf8rred to Nuece s Gounty and her pl~ ce 

w1:1 s t aken by Mi ss Bowell with ll i ss Yvonne G'e3cckc c:.s 

~s sist t-mt . Miss Gies6 eke was tran sfcrred to Bdstrop Coun

ty in 1938 und ).ass K6dr on Gra ce took he r µ.ac e and i s the 

present County .~ent. lier ass ist&n t i s ' i ss Dell 1:1 Blanke 

meyer wh o was appointed Uay 1 , 1940 . 

Betwe en 1932 and 1942 Home De~onstr1:1ti J n Cluts were 

organized in pra ctic 1:1 lly every comi:unity in t . e coLnty . 

The - e are thirteen women ' s clubs and t wenty 4 - E girls ' Clubs 
71 active in the work tod ey . 

While the re 5re few clubs exclusively f or ~omen in 

Fort Bend County , vari ous church orgar. i z1:1 ti j ns , t oo numer 

ous to nenti ,)n in th · s p c-ip e r, women ' s lodge s and auxi l i a -

rie3, Bome Demonstrat icn Clubs , end thE vari o~s s oci a l cl ubs , 

ha ve all exercised re ~t inf l uence in th e affa i rs of the 

county ana h ::-. v e brought bout close r t i e s wnong the .. .-omen 

of all co1u:nuni t ies . 

71 Int erview, i;:rs . Kedron G. t: i t chel l , Richmond , Texas, 
July 19 , 19 42 . 



CHAF-Tl!.R VIII 

EDUCATI ON,,L .urn RELIGI OU3 DEVELOP!·,IBNT 

Scl:o ol :: . · ccording t o the ava ilable records, the first 

school in the territory l a t er design~ted ~s Fort Eend Coun

ty, wa s t aught ne ar St af f ord 's Point on Oyster Cre 8k . In 

Yay , 1834 , whil e on a bu s iness trip t o Harri sburg , Dr . P . 

,{. Rose engaged David Henson , an I r ishman, "old, ugly, !illd 

red - he ade d" , as te acher . He comnenced s cho ol in a little 

log house, former l y a bla cksmith sh ip, on the f i rst of June . 

The first pupils of the s cho ol we re William , Fos ter, bild 

Harvey Dyer , three Ros e chi ldren and the ol der boys , Leo 

and Jackson Roark and Harvey St af ford. The fact t ha t the 

mult iplication t able was cop i ed upon a pi e ce of paste board 

by the te a cher indica t es the short age of school eq~ ipment . 1 

This school continued until the l ast day of ·ugus t. At th~t 

time the boys in at t endan ce were withdrawn be cause they we re 

needed in the fields t o help gather the crops . The follC'W·· 

ing ye s r the school was r e opened i n June with t en pup ils . 

Three of t he young men s t udent s lived with t he te a cher at 

the school house . On week- ends , the boys went home and the 

te acher visit ed with the pa trons . The schoo l cont i nued 

until the ar res t of Andrew Bris coe a t r\llahuac, when the boys 

1 Mrs . Dilue Harris, "Reminiscences", The Quarterlf of the 
Texa s St a te Hi s tori cal As s ociation , Vol . IV , Octobcr , 
1900), pp . 101- 102. 
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left school to join Travis wh o wa s enl i s ting volunte t rs 

to expel the ~exicans from Texas . School was r eopened in 

July , 1836 , f ollowing t he "Runaway Scrape" and the Revolu

t io n , by a !1~r . Bennet who conduct e d the s cho ol until De c

ember . The former te a cher returned to t he United St ates . 2 

In 1847 Fort Bend County citizens avai led themselves 

of the l and offered by the Republi c for schools. At a meet 

ing of the County Court on August 15 of that ye ar , a school 

board wa s or gan i zed , and the rext ye ar John H. He rndon was 

pa id $400 for surveying the f our le agues of Fort Bend County 

Schoo l l and in 1848~ .·..tte r this date , howe ver, pr i va te 

scho ols were conti nued in the county . One such s chool was 

conducted by c. P . Ht ermans . It evident ly was not pr ofit 

abl e , however , as the t e ache r of f ered his services to citi -
4 

zens of the county s s a doc tor . 

In April J . G. McLean established another s chool at 

Ri chmond whi ch he ad vertised would : 

•.. continue a nuruber of year3 i g whi ch t he 
govf r runent wi ll be t r ul y pa rent al. 

2 Ibid , 9p . 180- 185 . 

3 ~t:i nut es , Comm issioners 8ourt ,_ Book .A , pp . 43, 45, 51 . 

4 Advertisement, Ri chmond Telescope and Li terary Regi ster , 
Vol . I, (October 9 , 1339) , p . 4;TJanuary 11 , 1840 ), 
p . 3 . 

5 Ibid ., (April 4) p . 3 , 
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Jo othe r ct ccountd spp&&r conc ~r ning UcL& an ' s s choo l 

unti l 1850 . In t 6. t y e.ar thre & co n!.llior, schools .. ,1:;re re 

port ed having thre e. teache. rs and one hundred and twenty 

pupi ls, and one &cade.ruy whi ch had one te ache r antl fo rty 

pupils. 6 The fir s t ses s ion was held at a temporary lo

cati on end sevent y pup i l s ~ere e.nr oll td . The second term 

was to begi n on Sep t ember 25 , 1 8 51 with over one hWldr ed 

pupil s expe ct ed . An a cademy building was under construct 

i on during 3ep ternbcr, which when com9 l eted was to be sixty 

fe et long , t wo stori es hi gh and wcs t o cont a i n f o ur l arge 

rooms . It wss locate d on a two acre tract, a par t of 

which was to be de voted to pl aygrounds . 7 

The earliest legi3l ~tive action of th e 3t ate of Texas 

in r efe r ence to educational faciliti ~s in Fort Bend County 

was an &ct approved Februa ry 13, 1852 , whi ch incorporated 

the Richmond Male and Femcile cad e.ffii es . A not abl e provi sion 

of the : ct i s "tha t said a cademy shal l be f ore ver fre e from 

the control of 3ny p tITti cul a r denomi nation of Chri s ti~ns , 

but shall be ever open f o r use und benef it of all. 8 

6 3eventh Census , Jo cl ~l Jtati 9tic s , Archiv~s ut Texas 
St ate Library . 

7 News st or y , "Richmond", Galveston Weekly r ews, Vol. 
VIII, (3eptember 2 , 1851), p . 4 . 

8 Fi . N . P . GaI.!linel, Laws of Texas , Vol. III, pp . 1, 16 7-
1,168 . -- -
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The name of th s ins titution wou l d indic ate t wo 

s chools , one f or girls ~nd one f or boys . According to a 

f ormer pupil , hov,ever , the institut ion was s emi- coeduc a

t ional, the girls ~nd boys having sep ar at e s chool r ooms, 

but ha vi ng one or r:1ore clas s e s togethe r. 9 Out of town 

s t udent s secured board for t en to t welve dollars a month . 

The s choo l continued in op er at i on unt i l J uly, 1 8 58 , when, 

becaus e of financi a l diff iculties, it wu s closed . l o 

;,,. Legi s l ative .!,.ct ap prov ed on August 26 , 1856, incor 

por at ed anothe r s choo l known as Frost Institute, to be lo

ca t ed on five a cr e s c,f l and donated by Dr . Johnson Hunter 

f r om t he R. H. Eunt er survey , approxi mately six miles north 
11 

of Richmond . 

In addition to the Richmond Male and Female Academy 

and Frost Ins t i t ute t he re were other schoo l s in the county, 

a s s hown by r eference in the Commis s i one rs Court minutes. 

In compliance with the pr ovis i ons of th e l aw of 1854, 

t h e Count y Co:-:-,rn i s s i om,r s Court, on 1~ay 16, d ivided the 

county into e i ght school districts . 12 The court i ss ued a 

9 Inte rvi ew, Mi ss Lavini a Feris, Ric hmond , Texas, J une 6 , 
194 2 . 

10 Deed Re vords , Book i , p . 78 . 

11 H. N. P . Gammel , laws of •rexa s , Vol . IV, pp . 704- 705 . 

12 Minutes Count y Co.Illi,1 i s s ionE;rs Court , Book _ , pp . 66 , 
9 6 . 
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call f or an e l e cti on of t hree t rus tees in ea ch d i strict 

ou J uly 1 , 18 54 . 3ome of t he d i s t ric ts fai l ed to hold the 

el ections . The r e turns on the t rustees who were elec t ed 

ar e not r e corded . 13 

I n ord~r t o obt a in qua l ifie d t e a ch( r s , th~ Court a p 

po int ed & Boar d of Ex e.1 ... i nE.rs t o exaL"line and l i cense t each

ers who we re to s e r ve i n t he co t.nt y . 14 

I n t he ye cir ending J une 1, 18 60 , t here wer e f our 

schools in exi s t ence in For t Be nd Coun t y . The s chool a t 

Riohnond h a d t wo t ea chers an d 1.m enro l l ment of one hundr ed 

pupi l s . I t r e ceived $49 8 f !"om publ ic funds and :;.,1 000 from 

othe r s ources . The school ~t Bi g Creek had one t e a che r 

and t h i r t y pupi l s enr ol l ed , r e ceiv i ng ~290 f r om publ ic funds 

and $300 from othe r s ourc e s . The schooi at St a f f ord ' s Point 

had one t e a che r dild t ·•,ent y pupils , re ceiving ~1 90 from pub

li c f unds and $200 fr o~ other s ourc e s . The s chool a t Union 

Chapel had one t e ac he r a nd forty pup i ls enroll ed , re ce i ving 
15 

$53 . 00 f r om public f und s and $500 f r om other sour c ~s . 

During the War Bet we Ln the St at es s chools we r e t empor a

r i l y c losed . Dur ing Reconstruc t ion , the p e. op l e were fin anci a l 

l y hurd pr essed , end nat urally opposed any ~e e s ure t h ti t in

creas ed t axu ; , hence , publ i c educ9t on suffe r ed . 

13 Ibi d ., p . 90 . 

14 Ibi d ., p . 154 . 

15 Ei ght y Census , Soci al St atisti c s , nrchives at Texas St ate 
Li br ary . 
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In 1870 t he county wa s d ivided into sub-s chool d i s 

t ricts Rnd after this divis i n a tt s low but sur~" progre ss 

began . It was a t t his time that the f ir s t extra- school 

aff a irs were s t arted in the school s of the county . They 

cons i s ted of spel 1 i ng mri tches ~mo Friday e. fternoon progr ams . 

Dur ing the play pe ri ods the boys enjoyed pl aying ~bull 

pen", "t own ball" and "wolf over the river". The g!rls ' 

f avorite game we s " jacks" , often us ing ro cks i nst ead of 

"jacks" . Girls and boys were ne ver permi t t ed to pl ay to 

gether . In fa ct, even i n the s choo l r oom , t hey Viere always 

seated on diff erent s ides of t he room. 16 

The text books used during the fir s t y ee r s of t he pub

lic s choo l syst em were those found i n mos t general use. 

~atson's Independent He ader s we r e used in the first f i ve 

grades . Hont e i th' s Fi rst Less ons in Geography and Manual 

of Geography and U: cNal l y ' s Complete Geography wer e us ed by 

more advanced students . The other text books we r e Clar t ' s 

Fi rs t Le s s ons in Gr :IB:urnr; '-iua ckenbo ' s Frimary, !.:ent al and 

Practic al ,'J'ithmet ic; Eleme nts of Geogr aohy. Elements of 

Geonet r y. and El ements of Pl ane Trigonometry by Per ki ns ; 

Quackenbo ' s Fi rst Lessons i n Comoos it i on; ~nd Barnes' 

Hi s t or y of the Unittd 3tates . 17 

16 Int ervi ew , Y. i ss Lavinia Feris , R. ichoond , Texas , J une 6 ,' 4f. 

17 Fi rst . .nnue. l Report of the ~t a te Superintendent of Pub
lic I n s truct ion , 1871 . 
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The public school a t Richmond which wus fost ered by 

the county did not go b~y ond the seventh gr~de and for mos t 

of the children comp leti on of t h ~t grade ended thbir school 

Vlork. f ew of them v:ere sent to pr ep a r t1t ory schuo ls i,md 

co l lege . Private s chools continued popul ~r. 

The Office of County Superintendent of Schools we.i, es 

t abl ished in Fo~t Bend County on Oc tober 12 , 189 6, ti CC ord

ing t o the 1:inute s of t he Co:rrunis s ioners Cour t. At the ge11-

er a l e lection on Novembe r 9th of that y ear, R. L. Uorri s 

1 d h fl n • d 18 was e e cte t e rs t County 0upe r 1nten ent. 

During the l ns t ten years there has be en an etlucat ion

al awakening in For t Bend County. The quali fic ati ons of 

teachers have be en r a is ed ; terms h ~ve been lengt bEne4; new 

scho ol s have be en bui lt; one consolidation has been effe cted 

and a general inte rEst in schoo affai rs is being shown by 

most of the ~a trons. 'r he independent scb')ol s i n t he county 

are Be asley , Ne edvil l e, Orchard, tlic '1 ond , Rosenberg , Sugar 

Land and TavEner. 

Ther e are t hirty-two school s for Negr oes in the county . 

T~enty- f ive are colwllon schools end t he ot hers are admin

i s tered i n connec t ion with the town school s at Be asley , Need

ville, Richlilond , Rosenbe r g , an d THverner , wi t h one each, and 

18 Minutes of t he County Comcl.ss i oners Court, Book H, 
np. 139, 149 . 
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Sugar Land with t wo . 19 

I n r e cent year s separ ate publi c free scho uls for ~exi

cans have been est ablished i n the County . There are now 

ten such schoo l s t aught by fifte en t eachers . Se ven gr1:1.des 

ar e t aught in ~11 s chools. The enrollment f or 1941- 1942 

was about 450 . In t he other communities nd towns t he 

!iexi can chi l dr en a re given ac cess t o the regular whi te 

schoo ls . 20 

Fort Bend Count y , under the l eader ship of Jesse F . 

Ward, bl azed a ne~ t r a i l in rural ed uc ati on in 1928. A 

r adio was pla ced in every rural s chool with a broad ca sting 

stati on at the county court house in Richmond . On November 

11 , 1928, the county bo ard r~ceived fr om t he Radio Commi ssion 

a broadc asting pe r mit, and on November 19, St ate Supe rin

tendent S . M. N. Abrrs made the dedicatory addres s, speak

king to al l the s cho ,) l chi l dren and te achers of the county 

in their respective s chool s . Yor a ye ~r the r ad io was u

tilized for announcements, Gduc ational pr ogr ums, weut-he r re

ports, agr icul tura l information and road conc it i ons . 21 Later 

the pe r m_t was transferred t o t he Houston Broad cas ting St ation . 

19 Records in the of f ic e of Fort Bend School Super inten
dent. 

20 Int erview , Ii:r s . iJat t ye Sc hulze , Fort Bend County Jchool 
Superint endent, De cember 30, 1941 . 

21 Mary Shipp ~anders, "The Radio in For t Bend County 3 chools2 
The Texas Outlook, vol . XIII, (Januar y , 1929), pp . 26- 27 . 



215 

The For t Bend Bus i nes s Coll ege wa s est~blished by 

Lena 'ae Pi s i nge r of rlosenberg in 3tpt0mber , 1 S40 , The 

enr ollment ave r &ges t en pupi l s . 1 comp l et e bus i nes 3 course 

is taught ex: cept tho.'le branche3 requ i r i ng ex?ensi ve ,c.a c-

h nes . Emphas i s i s placed upon pure ly profes si onal course s , 

but a r evi ew i s g i ven of eler~ent ary ::ind hi gh school bran-

ches t h reference t o business . Ni ght scho;:. l i s t aught 

by t ha colle ge t hre e nights e uch we ek i n ord er t h at em-

ploy ed persons ~ay enr ol l . any of the students ~re being 

enabl ed t o pas s Ci vil Se r v ic e exam nations a t pr es ent . 22 

Two no t ble t ea chers of t h e count y l:tre Mi s ·, :.~ar y Serb 

and Mr s . G. W. Dayt on . Ui s~ Serb of Rosenberg i 2 t he ol d

est t£ac h1r in the co~nty n po nt of 3erv i ce . 3he began 

te a. chi n[ the f i rs t gr ude ln Richrr.onJ over t hirty ye tl r s ago . 

After t each n~ t here she t aught i n _osenberg f or many ye ur s . 

In 1 940 she took advanta~e of the Te~cher Reti rewent p r i

vile ge . 

Mrs . G. w. Dayt on (ne~ Mi nni e ~ayes ) af te r sEr vi ng 

seversl ye ars as a te uche r , was E- l ~cted t o t he of ' ice of 

Count y Superintendent of School s be i ng the f ir s t wo.r.an in 

t he coLnty to hold a nubli c vff ice . 3he se r ved f ro~ 1919 

t o 1922 . To t hes e and many other f a t hf u l t ea chers i s due 

~u ch crGdi t f or the high cultural deve l opment of t he people 

of f or t Bend County. 

22 Intervi ew , Le na Mae Ri singe r , Rosenberg , Texas , April 3 , 
1942 . 
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Chur ches . In 1834 when court WbS as8 ewbled und6r a live 

oak tree on the bcnk of Oy ~ter Creek wwiy peopl e tittonded 

to wi tnes s the proceedings . Parson ,,oodruff, a Bapti&t 

prea cher who hed come wi th Ben For t 3mlth, seized on the 

occ3sion to pre a ch ti sormon to the assembly . t:rs . J t uf 

fo r d and 1-:r s . Rose s &ng , "On Jord un ' s 3torruy i>anks I Stand . " 

This wu s the first publi c r eligi ous servi ce i n f or t Bend 

County . 23 

The p rovision i n the · e::dc un coloni.uiti un l e.ws whi ch 

pr ohibited Pr otestant worship wu s fortun utely r emoved by 

the estublish.ment of the independence of Tex~s . rtf t er that 

a chi evement , sErvi c~s begun to b~ ad vertis e d in the loc Hl 

paper s . So. i d one announce1:1t: nt , "The rte verend Thomas 

Spragins will pr ea ch in the city of r i chmond on th~ fourth 

Sabbath of thi s mon th . " 

On the S'.illle puge one reaa the following not ice : "Di vine 

3crvice may be expect ed i n the s chool house t omorrow at 

e leven o ' clock , . • M. The Re verend John Patton will Offi-

ciate . 
24 

3e ver ~l months l ~ter i t was announced thq t servic~s 

were held by vi s iting clC; r gy·;:i.en : 

23 :lrs . i)ilue Harris , "R.e.0ini s cences" , ;,u .::.r te rly of the 
Texa s Hi s t or ical Ass oci a t ion , Vol . IV , (July , 1 900) , 
p . 102 

24 Ne vs item , "1-ot ice'' , -:' ich.!:,10nd T6ls s cope ~ d Tex.as Li t er 
ary Register , Vol . I, (Sept embtr 11, l83Y ) , p . 2 . 



Reve r end ?les :, r s. /'.llen e.nd ;;c Cul lough pre a ched 
at Ri chmond on Sund ay l us t . l"e were highly 
pleased with thE: .serreon_ and i mp r e:s2 ive del i 
very of both gent l eruen , and ~e trus t t ha t the 
SEE:ds o holine :J , , 1h ch t hey ha. ve in..,; til led 
into the minds of t his co r:.w:iun ity wil l not be 
per mi tted t o"~er i sh f or tht: want of t heir fos 
t ering c ar e . e:-
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Settlers of Prot est ant f a ith esta blished their churches 

i n Fort Bend County early in it s history. But t he li s t is 

too long to be included in t his stuay, only the oldest or

gan i z!:ition of e a ch denofil inati on is inc l uded . 

The Fir s t Method ist Ep isc opal Church i n the colillty W!:i S 

orgar. i zed in Richmond with s i x ~embers , J e.nuary 22 , 1 839, 

a t the home of M Doctor J . L. Bryant by everend Jesse Hord . 26 

He was u na tive of Tennessee , who CMme t o th e Republic of 

Te xas a s a mi s 3ion ,:iry from the Mi s sissippi Confe ren ce of t he 

Uet hodist Ep i s cop a l Church. The Ric hmond church be c~me a 

part of what wa s known a t tha t time ~s the iio uGt on Circui t . 

Its ciff air s were administered by the ~:e thod i s t 1.p i s copMl 

Church until 1844, when t he chur ch d ivided ove.r the sluvcry 

ques ti on . Fro1o1 1844 to 1940 the i;·:e t hodist Epi s copal Church, 

South, had the ~ichmonct church in t he pl an of appointments 

of the Texa s Coni' erence . The membership ne ver ha s be~n 1 r ge . 

In 1 8 50 there W£re one hundrc. d and sixteen whi te n.. t:rubers 1:1nd 

25 r~ev;s i te rr: , Richmond Te l es co pe and Texas Li1i3r ury itegi ster, 
Vol. I , ( .• pril 4 , 1840 ), p . 3. 

2 6 Herd ' s Di e ry. long e~t r ects fr oD this re cord , cxptillded 
by bi s r ecol l ecti ons , were , ublished by Jesse ~ord in 
The Texas Christian .. d vo cute short ly be,fore hi s de o.th , 
which occur r t d a t Goli ad i n J o.nu:.....ry, 1 886 . 
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s i xty- on~ Negro member s . In 1859 t here w€ r e only forty 

whi t E: memb e r s 1•n11 twer:ty - one Nc:~ro De mb rs. 

The church now boasts thl bes t phy s ica l pl ~nt of the 

county's churches . It consist s of a l ~r g~ brick building, 

a t wo-story br ick educ ati ona l buildi ng , and a t wo-story 

The pr e s ent ~ember sh i p is two huna r E: d . 2 7 

In 1850 the ele venth se s sion of th e Texas 0onf erence 

·11a.s he:i,d e. t Richmond fr ojl De ceruber 11 to 16 , -.vi th Bishop 

Jame s O. Andrew p re s iding . 28 

I n 1942 there were s ix Methodist Churches i n t he County 

as f ol l ows : 

Location Or gani zer Ye s r Organized 

Ri chmond Jes s e Hord 1839 
Ful s he ur no record 13 d0 
NE' edville J . Ott 1890 
Ro s enber g ' . R. Campbell 1894 
Sugar Land F. w. St. John 1919 

The only Epi s copal church of or t Bend County is lo-

cated at Ric hmond . In 184 5 aft er Tex&s ha d be come annexed 

to the United St et t s , Biship GE:orge Na s hing t on Fre eman was 

appo i nt ed to super vise the work i n Arkansas and the Indicill 

Terr it ory. Notwi t hs t tlnd ing hi s extensive itenerhry Bi shop 

GE orgc Fre em&n f ound time t o vi s it Te xas a l mos t ev bry yc tlr . 

2? J . 'f. Jloor c , "Ricluuond Churc h to Celebrate I t, s 100th 
.\.n l') i vers ary 2und l:ly" , The Hou3t on Chroncle, Vol . :·:.XXI X, 
(Js.nuhry 20, 1909 ), p . ?. 

28 .1. Phel an , Ti i s tory of Early :ie thodisrn i n Texas, p . 109. 
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He held servi c e. s nt R cb.lllond in ::ay , 1347 , In t he me -'ill

time, the Reverend Che. ri6 a Gillet , ~te. c t or of Christ Ca urch , 

Hou s t on , v:ent to Richmond a. t the ea rne s t invit ation of 

friends of the church the re , nd he l d ~unday s e r~ ices . 

itl'ter the .cteverend W. T. Dickins on Dct l ze ll be c ... n;e 

rector of Chr i s t Churc h , Hou .~ton, on :.:.ay lo , 1857 , he held 

missionary s e:, r v ices in Ri chmond Hhere he org trn i zed Calvary

P E,rish in 1859 , a n d accoro9li shed the ere cti on of a bu i. l d 

i ng , 1 -'i rgely thr '.m gh the he a r ty cooperation of .'/i l l i b1Il E . 

Kend a l l . 29 7h3t bui ld i ng 1~ss des t roy ed by the tro,i c a l 

hurric~ne of 1875 . The TI~rr.bersh ip t hen held services in 

the c ourt house until 1678 when~ new bui l d inG wa s e r e cted . 

The stor111 of 190 0 destroyed the steeple and be l l of t :il s 

church , but both we re s oon repla ced . 1lost of the church 

furnishings h '1 ve been ,r>resented a s :CLemorials to fa ithful 

dep a rted iut3 mb~r s . The church ' s p r op erty uow cor.sists of 

the chur ch and rector. which wa s bu i lt in 1888 .
30 

Eli j Rh .,;J.cor n , Davie Fitz ger e. l d, John W. Moore , Gail 

Borden mid "..bner 1:uykendt1 l l wer e some of thos e o f t he Bap 

tis t f ~i th ~mens the f rst ~et t lers o f - ort Bend County . 

Hir ciru Li t t le imd h i8 ',,i.fe , Po, J y , Ctiln6 to Tc .:01s fr o.::i Cairo, 

IJlino is, in 1834 . They brought t he ir SQpti s t church le t 

ters with them whFn they set tled i n ~ort Bend County . 

Joseph Bays, a Bapt ist pre e c her, wes ii-rested a t 3an Felipe 

29 Du bose Mu r phy , ~ Short Hi s t or y ££ lli Epi s co pa l Church 
i n Texa s, pp . 1 8 - 3 4 . 

3 0 Intervi ew , t:r s . W. H. Htns on , ~ichruond, Febr ua ry 6 , 1942 . 
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for hold ing ? r otest ant s er vi c€s in 152 3 . En r out e to San 

An toni o , Bays e sc aped from hi s guar ds and af t er tramping 

about f or s everal d ttys , finally r ea ched J oe Kuykendall ' s 
31 home n eer For t. Bend . Bays r emtt ine d in t he settlement to 

pre ·ch a t t he home s of s ever a l Fort Bend citizens . barly 

i n 1824 he pre a ched t o a crowd of ne i ghbors on t he eas t 

s ide of t he Dr azos ~nd ne ar Fort Bend . 32 

Aceordi ng t o ava ila bl e re co r ds , the Bapt ist Church wa s 

not defini te l y oTgu .ized i n the couni:.y unti l ytar s &fte r 

t he Civil ·: ar . J e r vi ces were either neld c1 t pri vat e homes 

0 1· out i n the open by t r · vel i ng pre a. cne,r s and 11i s s i on :::.ries . 

The 7 i r st Bapti.st Church of Ri cmiond , the o dt::3 t · n the 

count y , wus or gan i z (,d i n the,; hon.e of J ohn lJ . Moor e on J uly 

1 £' , 1835 , le vt:rt.nd ,i . ,;ood , of r' i cit1. ting . 'l'he first hous e 

of wo r s hi p w~s cu i lt i n l 9b9 und dedic at ed 3ep tcmber 18 , 

1 3 9 2 , b .· • e verend 1 ufus Ettr bscn . The s e cond ho \.i.Se: of wor

s hi p w,~ s bu i l t in 1 S02 .nd was d e a i cat ed De cembt r 2L , 19 0? . 

The erection of the bui l a ing i n use a t pres£:;nt was 

:J turte d i n 1-3 29 . Com~le t e wi th i ts furnishings , i ncludi ng 

t he pi pe o r gan , it cos t $3 0 , 000 . Dedi cation s er\ ic ~s were 

31 J . U. Carroll , Hi s t or y of T ·x&s Baptis t, pp . 21, 29 , 
6?, 69 , '71. 

32 • H. Kuyken d t: 11 , "Remi n 1. s c en c €s of ·e.rl y Tex1: s", 
uur t e rl · Texas otatc iii s cr ic ul ussoci e.t ion, Vol . VII , 

0 . 52 . 



held February 18, 19 32, with Dr . George W. Truett of 

Dalla s pre aching the dedic atory s er men . 33 

The five Baptist Churche s in the County in 1942 

incl uded: 
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Location 

Richmond 
Ros enber g 
Beasley 
Sugar Land 
Orchard 

Organizer 

Rev . \ . ood 
N. P . Blair 

Ye c1r Organi zed 

1885 

Rev. W . Bumbelow 
Rev . J . Hall 
C. · • Banfield 

1897 
1909 
Hll4 
1935 

In the early hi s tory of Ros enberg there wa s a small 

group who were member s of Christi an Churche s els c\'/he re , but 

who ha d no church building in their r es pective communities. 

These peopl e att ended and worked with the other churches 

of the town until they had enough money to s t urt the pre 

s ent church home in 1907 . Dr . Ver non Chew gave the lot, 
34 and l abor wa s donat e d by other members . 

In 1909 the Pre s byt eri an Church in the United St a tes 

of Americ a appoi nted Rev. Joseph .Hks ovsky to care for the 

Evangelica l peop l e of Czechoslovak origin in Fort Bend County, 

who a t that t ime we re being s piritual l y neglected . Le or

gani z ed chur che s at Ros enberg , Fairchi lds and Ne edvil l e . 

At Fa irct. i l ds the se r vices v:ere held at t he school hous e, 

33 Int e r view, l.~s . George C. Baker, R. ichrr:ond , Texus, March 
8 , 1942 . 

34 Intervie~ , R. Narren ~a i n , Pastor, Rosenberg , Texas , 
IJ ay 3 , 19 3 9 . 
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and a. t Nc edvil l € c. t t he Ccrmc.n E angel ic i:.l Church. Ser

vic c:. s i n Ros enbe rg were hel d i n th1::, Gr ey Bui ld:!.ng unt il 

191 6 ~h en t he congr cg~ti on de d i ca t ed t he ir pr esent br i ck 

anc! s t c ne chur ch . I n 1 6 e chW' ch wa s o r gani ze a t 3ug&r 
'l c:

Land . u J 

The t hree Frcnbyte ri un Churcht:s i n t he C unty in 1 42 

we, rc : 

Location 

Ros enber ~ 
:~( cd vi :.J e 
Sugar Land 

Organ i z er 

Joseph Miksovsky 
Joseph ~ i kc v• ky 
T. c. Johnston 

Ye a r Organi z ed 

1909 
1~10 
191 6 

The fi rs t ~crv ice of t he ; uthe r ~n Chur ch held 1 - t he 

county wu.s co 1C:. u c t €d b · t he Re ve;rend G. L . Z.i · inger of 

Ilren h faru l n t he ?.o senb E..rg s cho.o l h u US£ , .-S t herQ ve r o no 

h ,1. boo ks , the peo~ l c s 2 e; " loc k of . .ges" and "lie u re r My 

Go d t o Thu·'' f ro:-u melf.ory , ec c ornpu i e<i b - ever e::::. · .ui el i ng, r 

on an o rg .. n f the s choo l. Fro.:-. t he. t t i e se r vi c •;~ were 

held \thcncvc, :J zn i n i -: t e ... co..i l c: te o t a ined . 

In 1£17 , Re varend E. A. J3gou iel of 8r 0nh·• Ef;uc t ~d 

.i _.?6ru3ne; -t org:h' £.oat J ~ ·hi c h t:. dop t ed :....s it s of f ici s. l t itle, 

" St . !'aul ' s Luthe r ::.n Cht.r c h" . Je r vi c:sa w'" r held t ,J ioe a 

•on t h i ll the ':; hri3 t ..., :n : u.rch ntil 923 , ·, hen on ·ctobe r 

fo t;.rt h of t ll:-it yc _r , th -- _r b · ilc. i n~ v:u3 clod i c t.. ttd . .n 

35 Int e i e;·; , J . R. Vi lt, .o3c rg , Tex b.s , . ' 3 , 1939 . 
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personage was erec ted in 1927 . 36 

The t wo Luther an Chur ches in the County in 1942 

are: 

Locatiibn 

Ros enberg 
Beasley 

Organizer 

E. • Sagebiel 
A. J . h.pfelba ch 

Ye ar Organi zed 

1 <;1 17 
1918 

In 1903 , a t Gr anger in Will iamson County, the 

Czechoslovak protes t ants of Texa s organi zed t hemselves 

into one body which they named the Evangelica l Unity of 

t :ie Czech 1~oravi an Br ethren i n North hme ric a . Some of 

these peop l e ~oved to Rosenber g and by 1 925 s ervic e s were 

held several t i mes a ye ar. I n 1929 Re verend F . E . Horak 

organi zed a church with the t en or twe lv e f amilies and 

servic~s were held once a illOnth on the second f loor of t h e 

Moer s Building . Lat e r services were held in the Pre sbyt er 

i an chur ch and the Lutheran church . The Cze ch l anguage 

was used a t f irs t in pr eaching a nd in tea ching the Sunday 

School les sons . Re verend Horak remained a s minister unti l 

1936 and it was through his effort s that a church bui l ding 

was erected . Services a re now held t wice a month by Reverend 

H. E. Besada who comes fr om Caldwell . Thi s is the only 

36 Hugo Probst, "St . Paul 's Lutheran Church", Fort Bend 
Renorter, Vol. XIII, (September 30 , 19 38 )~ ro:-

J 
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Cze ch Church in the county . 3? 

An evangeli s tic gr oup wa s invited to Rosenberg in 

June, 1933 , t o cond uct t he fir s t revival of the As sembly 

of God Church, which wa s held under the Farmers ' Gin shed. 

From the beg i nning a Church wa s organ i zed , a building was 

erect ed in F ~bruary, 1935. 

In the following November, Reverend Paul V. Chamblcs 

be came pa stor and pr ea ched in a s t ore build i ng on ~ain 

Jtree t . In 1934 t he congr egation s e cure d a lot on Br azos 

3tree t on which they bu i l t a brush arbor. They cond ucted 

s ervices t here unt i l De cember when Reverend ~ . A. hlar s hall 

wa s called . 38 

The de ve lopme nt of the Prot estant Churches aft er 1895 

was r et ar ded by the gre ~t numbers of Ger man, Polish, and 

Bohemi an i mmi gr ants of the Catholic f a ith, who bought l and 

in the county and di sp l a ced the Anglo - American settlers . 

In 1906, the Cat holic f ami l i es living at Rosenberg f elt the 

need of s piritua l guidance ond petitioned the Mos t Reverend 

N. A. Gallagher of Galves ton for a dire ctor. He app ointed 

Reverend J acob Schne t ze r of Hous ton and the fir s t c ~tholic 

3? Intervi ew , Frank R. Chupik, Rosenbe r g , Texas, April 3, 
1942 . 

38 Int erview, Reverend Churles H. Miller, Pas t or, Rosen
be r g , Texas, May 3, 1939. 
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s ervice was he ld a t the home of Mrs . · • C. Bake r . Later 

the Gr ay Build ing was us ed . The first church , a wo od en 

s t r uct ure, was built in 1911 and dedi ca ted in 1912 by 

Bi shop Ga ll aghe r . It w~s g i ven t he n eme Holy Ros ar y Church . 

t that t i me the member sh i p numbered t en f amilie s . The 

wooden r ect or y was rebuilt at a cost of $5000 . I n 19 24 

fi re dama~ed t he chur ch and t he pr es€nt bui l d ing was er e ct ed 

of t i l e and s t uc co a t a cos t of ~1 2 , 000 . The members hi p 

ha s gr own t o 600 peo pl e . A gro t to of Lourdes wa s built in 

1 931 in cor'.llllenor ution of t he t went y - fi f t h ann iv€rsar y of 

t he f oundi ng of the chur ch . 39 

The fi ve Cat hol ic Chur ches in t he County in 1942 

wer e : 

Loca t i on Organ i zer Ye ar Or gani zed 

Ros E:: nbe r g J ti cob Schnet zer 1906 
Needvi l le -.v . Demal 1911 
Be as l ey ..,., . Dema l 1913 
Suga r Land J . Dwan 1928 
Richmond F. Reyband 1935 

The Emmanue l ' s Evangelica l Church was or gani zed ih 

1 89 0 by the ear l y Ger man : ettlers near Needvil l e . It was 

not until 18~9 that t he church b ui lding wa s ~ e ct ed a cros s -

t he r oad f r om the pr es ent Se i l e r school h us e . This bu i ld

i ng ra s destroyed i n 1900 by a hur r ic ane . I n 19 0 2 a church 

house was erecte d i n Ne ed vi l l e and wa s in us e until 1924 . 

3 9 Interview, Fa t he r J er ome Tydl ocka , Rosenberg , Texas, 
~!ay 3 , 1 9 3 9 . 



The congr egation gr e\': a s nany people moved in , ma i nly 

f r om "/ashington County, and the church house bE:came t oo 

smell. A new $10,000 church wa. s built, l:i nd August 1 0, 

1924, it was dedic ated . 40 

2 26 

The f our Evangelica l Churches i n the County in 1942 

wer e : 

Loc ation 

Needvil l e 
Beasley 
Cottonwood 
Rosenber g 

Organizer 

J. Se t t ner 
Karl Merkel 
Karl 1!erkel 
Wm. J . Luthe 

Year Organi zed 

1890 
1912 
1912 
1941 

Churches of other denominat ions were also organized , 

but their development was r et a rd ed . In De cember , 19 25, 

about f orty Polish f a.lll.il ies of Fort Bend County quit the 

Roman Catholic Church and formed their own church. The 

fund ament al re ason r a8 tl'iRt t hose who were mos t nati onal l y 

inclined wer e de t er mined to have their old Polish trudions 

and ~other t ongue preserved from any inf ringement of • erican

i zat ion . They organ i zed a parish in Rosenberg , under the 

name of the Ho ly Family n ati onal Cat holic Church . hous e 

was bought for the pastor and lot on which to bui ld a 

church was re quired . Services were held t wice a month in 

the Presbyt er i an Church . A chur ch house was never bui l t 

40 F . C. Anderson , "The Emmanuel ' s Evangelical Church" , 
The _osenberg Report er, vol . XIII , (Septembe r 30 , 
1938) , p . 10 . 
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because t he adherents kept dwindling and by 1938 no effort 

was mad e to continue services . 41 

Ten or t v:e l ve ye ·.:.rs ago , a group of women of 3i mon ton 

organ ized for the purpose of promoting Chr i sti an activity 

and the buildi ng of a church . This organ i zation be owne 

known us t he "Will i ng ~orkers . " Thr ough the year s , sup pers 

and entert a inment s of ell k ind s we re given , t he proceeds 

beill€ s a ved t o build a cln:.roh the c01:J ... unl t v hoped to have . 

On May 5 , 1 940, the hope be came a real ity , the church was 

dedicat ed . It i s locat ed in the s outhe rn part of t own . 42 

Sunday J chool is he l d every v:e ck, but chur ch servi ces de 

pend upon vi s iting cl ergymen with whom arrangements are 

made e uch month . 

On Februa ry 12 , 1941 , u group u! appr oximti tely t hirty 

people me t in t he Rosenberg Chtlillbe r of Com:li.er ce ro 0m to 

furth er the plans for the begi nr..ing of an Eve.ngt licul and 

Reformed Church i n Rosenber g . Thes e peop l e were t h~ r ep

r esent atives of a group who hud fe lt the nc.6d of su ch a 

church in the count y . Pl ans were made for organ i zing a 

Sunday 3c hool. Thr ough t he ki ndness of t he llo senberg 

Christi un Church , the Sunday 3 ohool r~e t in t lw t church for 

41 Edward J . Dworaczyk , Polish Colonies of t ric a i n 
Texas, p . 1 9 0 ; Anon rmous , "New Church Eas :Been
Or gsni zed ," 'Il.ll;_ ~osenbt r g He r a l d , Vo l . XXI , (De co~b · r 
4 , 1 925) , p . 8 . 

42 Anonymous , "Si monton to Ded ic ate New Chur ch, " The Texas 
Co ast er , Vol. XLV , (?.1ay 2 , 1940) , p . 1. 
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the first time on March 2, 1941 . Si nce 1 94 2 all s t rvices 
43 are held in the John Hus s Pre s byteri an Church . 

A Ministeri a l As sociation was organ ized in Rosenberg 

at the First Method i s t Church on Septembe r 25, 1925. It 

wus Cti lled the Ministeri a l As s oci ati on of Fort Bend County . 

Re ve r end H. ~ . We is e was elec t ed Cha irman and Re verend H. 

C. Ziehe was e lected Se cret ary . Monthly mee tings v1t:re 

held for the nurpose of discus 3ing problems that pe r t a ined 
44 

to the welfa re of the church . No record s a r e a va ilable 

st 3ting when and why the asso ci ati on ceused functioning . 

In September, 19 39, a Pastnt's All i ance was organ i z ed, 

sponsored by the ~e thodist nnd Bapt ist pas t ors of Rosenber g . 

They invi t ed other ministers t o join , but due to eccles i asti 

cal r easons , t he Cat holi c pri es t s and Lutheran mi nis ters 
45 did not do so. This organ i zation has made its influence 

very marked by cooper ating in all v;orthwhile ttctivi t i es of 

the communities repre sented. 

In 1940, a number of Fort Bend County wome n felt the 

need "to unify the efforts of the church wome~ in the t ti sk 

43 Intervi ew, Mrs . ~ . C. Scherer, Rosenberg, Texas, July 
20, 1941. 

44 News iteru , "Mi nisteri a l A.ssoci ttt ion Or ganized " , The 
Rosenberg He r a l d , vol . XXXI, (Septembe r 25, 1929}, 
p . 1. 

45 Interv iew , .R . G. Command er, Rosenberg , Texas , . ugust 
12, 1942 . 
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of est abl i shing a Christian soc i al order in which all 

areas of life shall be bro ght into ht. r mony with the l ife 

and t eachings of J esus Chri s t" . These woruen, with the 

ass i s t ance of Mesdames J.C . Reed and H. M. Barris of 

Houston , met at the Methodist Church in Richmond on June 

13, 1940, and organi zed the For t Bend Council of Church 

Women. Meetings are held at designated pl a ces i n the aft er

noon on third Wednesdays of each month . 46 

46 Inte rview, Nir s . G. C. Baker , Richmond, Texas, 1 .. ugust 
18, 1942 . 
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Eo\·,3.r d , C. ~~ - , Kendleton, Texas , 1:a rch 7, 1941. 
Howze, ~:r s . J . E . , _:.i_us tin , Texc.s , June l G, 1942 . 
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Har ris , Dr . R. D., Fulsheur, Texa s, J anuur y 15 , 

1041. 
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1942 . 
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Kirkpat rick , ~r . il ., 3u g~ r Lund , Texbs , Janu-
·:.1 ry 20 , 194 2 . 

Law , Jo e , -Z.. osE.nberg , T6Xc s, Fcbru t:.ry 25 , 1942 . 
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