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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Soon after the Texas War of Independence and for many
years thereafter the name of Torrey was well known in Texas,
but today it 1s all but forgotton. The brothers who bore
that name came to Texas from the Eastern United States as
young men and won the respect of thelr fellow Texans not
only as businessmen but also for their contributions to the
settlement and expansion of the frontler, the security of
the citizenry, and the early establishment of manufacturing
in the state. No county, village, clty, or crossroad bears
the name of Torrey in commemoration of these brothers,
though men have been thus honored for contributions no
greater than thelrs. Many Texas towns still have the names
of thelr first settlers, but the Torreys, who traveled the
extreme frontier regions and far out into Indian country
long before the settlers came, have not left thelr name on
any landmark. This study offers some belated recognition
for the part which the Torreys played in frontier Texas.

The following chapters deal with the careers of four
of the Torrey brothers--John, David, Thomas, and James--and,
because of his initiative and enterprise and his longer life
span, John Torrey recelves more attentlon than the other
three. There were three younger Torreys, but mention of

them 1s incidental to the saga of the four upon whom this



study concentrates. Thls thesls makes no pretense at being
a complete blography of John Torrey and hls brothers during
thelr Texas years but 1s simply a collection of the details
of thelr lives which have been preserved in public records,
newspapers, letters, family mementos, documents, and histor-
lcal writings. The complete and detalled history of the
firm of John F, Torrey and Brothers--1ts business alllances,
partnerships, profits and losses--1s also beyond the scope
of this project.

The study flrst takes up the arrival and establish-
ment of the brothers 1n Texas, providing some background
Information and view of thelr adjustment to frontler life,
The Torrey Indlian Trade as operated by David and John
Torrey, the adventures of Thomas and James Torrey, and John
Torrey's New Braunfels years and milling and manufacturing

interests, follow in that order in the subsequent chapters.



CHAPTER II
NEW TEXIANS

The history of the gradual expansion of the populated
area of the North American continent 1s but the collective
story of the migration of individuals lured by the promise
of the West. Texas had 1its place in the unfolding of Ameri-
can frontier history, and seven sons of Connecticut became a
part of the westward surge of humanity, each playing an
important role in the saga of the Texas frontier. David,
John, Thomas, James, Tudar, George, and Abe Torrey all came
to Texas to seek their fortunes.l

John F. Torrey, the first of the brothers to arrive
in Texas, fitted himself into the ploneer society and was
soon followed by David, Thomas, and James, The familly
history of these brothers, thelr arrival and establishment
in Texas, and the several interests of John Torrey all
provide a background of information for the examination of
the Torrey contribution to Texas history.

The name Torrey had either a Norman French origin
from the word tour, meaning tower, or a Gaelic origin from

the word torr, meaning hill. Families of this name lived in

English countles as early as the sixteenth century. Records

Indicate that they were landed gentry and yeomanry of the

lyonn H. Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to 1892,
(St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 278.




Britlsh Isles. Among the early lines of the family in
England was that of Willlam Torrey of Combe St. Nicholas,
Sommersetshire., William Torrey's great grandson Philip had
four sons who came to America. William, eldest of the four
Immigrant brothers, brought his two sons, Samuel and
William, and settled In Massachusetts. Louilsa Maria Torrey,
wife of the Honorable Alpnonso Taft and mother of William
Howard Taft was descended from the immigrant Willlam Torrey.
An actlve and resourceful race, the Torreys have won
success in varlous flelds, particularly in science, educa-
tion, and the ministry.3 Among those of the name who fought
in the War of the Revolution was David Torrey of Massachu-
setts,4 father of Jacob N. Torrey, and grandfather of the
seven brothers who came to Texas.? Jacob N. Torrey, who
served the state of Connecticut as a captain in the militia

in 1818,6 married Laura Kilburn on February 12,

2Media Research Bureau, "The Name and Family of
Torrey" (Washington D. C.), pp. 2=3.

v John Torrey (1796-1873)," Encyclopaedia Americana
(1963), XXII, 309; and "Reuben Archer Torrey (1l856-1928),"
ibid., pp. 309-310.

“Media Research Bureau, op. cit., p.6.

5Birth Records, Town of Ashford, Warrenville,
Connecticut.

Torrey Family Documents (Mrs. Curtis T. Vaughan, San
Antonio, Texas), Commission of Jacob N. Torrey as Captain in
the Connecticut militia, February 25, 1818.
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1815.7 Children of this marriage were David Kilburn, born

September 6, 1815; John Frink, born April 14, 1817; Thomas
Stebbins, born July 27, 1819; James Nash, born January 3,
1821; Laura Ann, born April 1, 1824; Mary Elizabeth, born
Auvgust 26, 1826; Tudar Jacob, born September 28, 1828 and
died June 9, 1831; Jacob Tudar, born Januvary 16, 1831;
George Bicknell, born March 9, 1833;8and Abe, born in 1836.9

Although there 1s some possibility that John Torrey
and his brothers David, Thomas, and James might have come to
Texas even earlier,loevidence indicates that they arrived in
the new republic socon after the War of Independence, the
second son, John, leading the way in 1838,11followed by the
eldest, David, in 1839, Thomas in 1840, and James

7Marriage Records, Town of Ashford, Warrenville,
Connecticut,

Birth Records, Town of Ashford, Warrenville,
Connecticut.

9There is no record of Abe's birth in Ashford, bdut
the 1860 New Braunfels census lists him as aged 24.

lOJohn's obituary notice found in the Torrey Papers
at the University of Texas avers that he came to Texas in
1835, participated in the War of Independence, and served
on General Sam Houston's staff. James Torrey's last words
before execution by the Mexicans imply that his brothers
were In Texas at the time of the Battle of San Jacinto
(1836). However, John Torrey, in an 1887 interview with
the editor of the Neu-Braunfelser Zeltung, said that he
came to Texas in 1838.

Mernst Koebig, "Lebenslauf Skizze," Neu-Braunfelser
Zelitung, Janvary 27, 1887, p. 2.




7
in 1841.12800n after his arrival, John made the acquaintance
of Sam Houston, who, in 1838, was serving the last year of
his first term as president of the republic.lBDavid also met
and subsequently became closely associated with Texas' first
president in political, business, and Indian affairs.14

Upon arrival in Texas, John established himself in
Houston, a city as new as was the republic. He lead his
brothers not only to Texas, but into business also, for the
merchandising firm in which David, Thomas, and John shared
interest was called John F. Torrey and Brothers. So young
was the clty of Houston at this time that the Torrey
brothers built the first frame house there. This small
bullding was used as a trading post for Indians and was
located on the north side of Preston Street near what 1ls now
the east end of the Preston Street bridge.15

But John was never one to limit himself to a single

16
enterprise. He also followed, in 1840 at least, the trade

12John He Brown, loc. glt.

d.
5Koebig, loes. Ccit.,

14Walter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas
(Austin: The Texas State Historical Association, 1952), II,
790.

158. 0. Young, A Thumbnail History of the City of
Houston Texas from Its Founding in 1836 to the Year 1912
(Houston: Rein and Sons Company, 1912), p. 44.

16

Telegraph and Texas Register[:ﬂoustoﬁj, July 1,
1840.



of watchmaker, which he had learned in Connecticut.l7The

Torrey business ventures were varied. Of great importance
in Texas history were the trading houses founded along the
Indian frontiler by David and John and the early manufac-
turing projects on the Comal with which John was concerned,
both of which will be presented more fully in following
chapters. Also indicative of the energy and versatility of
John Torrey were the several lesser and shorter-lived
commercial projects in which he dealt.

From 1840 to 1844 the Jonn Torrey Jewelry and Fancy
Goods Store on Houston's Main Street offered the Houston
shoppers such luxury items as Jewelry, books, American and
English periodicals (by the year or single copy), station-

ary, "fancy goods," spectacles, and hardware.lSAt the same
time the Torrey trading houses, first in Houston, then
further out on the frontier, catered to the needs of the
uncivilized red man with such wares as tobacco, calico,

blankets, and beads.19

LT

lSTelegraoh and Texas Register Housto@], January
12, 1841, p. 3, col. 2; and Texas National Register
[Fashington, Texa{], December 28, 1844, p. 32, col. 1.
19Letter from Sam Houston to Stephen Z. Hoyle, April,
1843, in Amelia W. Williams and Eugene C, Barker (eds.), The
Writings of Sam Houston 1813-1863 (Austin: The University of
Texas Press, 1943), III, 350.

Koeblg, loc. cit.




9

Torrey and Brothers entered into a co-partnership in
the J. C. Spencer Company of Robinson County and, in 1846,
dissolved this alliance.goIn 1844 the firm furnished Prince
Carl of Solms-Braunfels with sabers and other weapons for
the Adelsverein, an association intended to protect and
facilitate German settlement in Texas, and contracted with
Baron von Meusebach, a representative of the organization,
to provision and transport German immigrants from the coast
inland, thus assisting in the establishment of New Braunfels
in 1845. This transaction took John Torrey to New Braunfels
for the first time. He later made his home there for many
years and began the first industry on the Comal.21

During his early years in Texas (1838 to 1849) John
also had time to make numerous trips over the state for the
purposes of business, pleasure, and service to the republic
and even traveled to California in 1849.22While it was David

2
who made the buying trips back East, 5John made trips by

2O’l‘elegraph and Texas Register [ﬁouston:L January T,
1846, Pe 55 COls L1,

2lKoebig, loc. clt.

22Koebig, loec. cit.

23Letter from Torrey and Brothers to Major T. G.
Western, July 26, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas
Indian Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library,
1960), p. 3C2; and Webb (ed.), et al., loc. cit.

104711

ESTILL LIBRARY



10
steamer in 1841, 1842, 1844, and 184524between Houston and
Galveston, ordering goods, seeing to shipments and attending
to business at the Galveston customs house.25

In the year 1843 John Torrey went with an Indien
commission deep into Indian territory to bid the hostile
Comanches come to a peace council.260n another occasion he
took the time to combine business with pleasure. Hamilton
P. Bee recalled that in the early years Torrey's Tavern
once stood on the site of the present town of San Marcos,
and there John Torrey, "that old Texas hero," kept hotel
under a tree for some time on two pounds of crackers, a box
of sardines, and 2 bottle cf whiskey. At night hils guests
reclined under the tree and were protected from tarantulas,
centipedes, and poisonous reptiles by the host's cabras, or
goats, which Bee sald, warded off such pests. This rustic
tavern and hotel was an ertertaining project, and, Bee

recalled, John ran it "Youst like h-ll."27

24Telegraph and Texas Register [ﬁouston:L December 8,
1841, p. 5, col. 1l; Telegraph and Texas Register, November
16, 1842, p. 3, col. 2; Telegraprh and Texas Register,
December 7, 1842, p. 3, col. 2; and Ielegraph and Texas
Register, November 6, 1844, p. 3, col. 1.

25Letter from Torrey and Brothers to Thomas G.
Western, September 1, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), obp.
elb., p. 345,

26Koebig, loec. cit.

M ps1iss Herald, April 3, 1875, p. 2, cols &




11

A more significant event in the history of this
Central Texas town found John Torrey again as witress. On 2
business trip from New Braunfels to the trading post on the
upper reaches of the Brazos, Torrey spent the night of July
24, 1846, on the San Marcos River in the camp of a company
of rangers, stationed there to protect several families who
had just arrived with their wagonloads of belongings to
found a new settlement. Torrey's companion on the trip,

Dr. Ferdinand von Roemer of Germany, observed of the site:
In fact, a more advantageous and pleasant place for
settlement could not be imagined than this park like
little prairie, surrounded on one side by the forest
f?inging the Sgn @arcos apd on Fhe o@her by Ehe Sgeep
hills, the beginning of the higher hill country.

Dr. Roemer considered himself fortunate to have the
companionship of Torrey, who was personally acquainted wlth
all the conditions of the country and the pecullarities of
the various Indian tribes. On thils horseback Jjourney along
the fringes of the settlements John Torrey did not choose 2
direct route to their destination, but traveled a roundabout
course, making stops and side trips to attend to business.
The trip was of several weeks duration, and Torrey made

business stops in Bastrop, at a farm near Caldwell, and in a

settlement called Boonville. Torrey was, indeed, well

2BOswald Mueller (trans.), Roemer's Texas (San
Antonio: Standard Printing Company, 1935), p. 182.
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acquainted with the country and also with the sett{lers whon
they met along the way.

From San Marcos the pair set out for Bastrop, travel-
ing northward untlil they had crossed the Rio Blanco, then
turning somewhat eastward. After a Jjourney of about fifteen

miles they camped at a spot known as Alligator Hole, bu

ct

discovered that the real threat of the spot was not from
alligators but mosquitos. Torrey, who traveled entirely
unarmed, had no fear of the red man and did not hesitate to
kindle a campfire desplte his companion's aprehension that
it might attract some wandering Indians. Depending entirely
upon his familiarity with most of the tribes which traveled
the borders of the settlements for his protection, Torrey
felt so secure in their friendship that he even said he
wished there had been Indians about from whom he might have
secured venison to supplement their meager meal.

After Bastrop business took the travelers to
Caldwell, which Roemer described as being without particular
attractions and reputed to be an unhealthful place. Torrey
stopped to buy beef cattle from a wealthy farmer, a Mr.
Porter, whose farm was located a few miles from Caldwell.
Porter had five hundred head of cattle which he priced at
two cents a pound, leaving the problems of their transporta-~
tion to the buyer.

S

Other business necessitating a side trip to a



settlement called Boonville took them some twenty miles
south of Wheelock's settlement, located in the vicinity of
Franklin in Robertson County. This trip led past a deposit

29

of petrified wood, “which is also mentioned in an account

of a2 trip to Torrey's Trading House made by Dr. John

30

Washington Lockhart.” Following the business stop in
Boonville, Torrey and his companion backtracked to Wheelock,
then resumed thelr journey to the post.

Cn the falls of the Brazos, somewhere in the vicinity
of the town of Marlin in Falls County, there was at one time
a hamlet with the colorful name of Bucksnort. There the two
lodged overnight with a settler whom Torrey had known in
former days. Their host, who had once been a man of means,
could offer them but simple fare because he had been ruined
by gambling on horse races, a very popular sport in this
sparsely settled country.

A short journey from Bucksnort brought the wayfarers
to the trading house. Torrey and his guest stayed there for
a few days in the company of a Torrey agent, an Indian whose

Job it was to beat the pelts taken in trade in order to rid

them of insects, a government employed gunsmith who repaired

29
30

Jonnie L. Wallis, Sixty Years on the Brazos, The
Life and Letters of Dr. John Washington Lockhart (Los
Angeles: Privately Printed, 1930), p. 111.

Ibid., pp. 182-189.
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the Indians's weapons, and two Mexican boys, seven and nine
years of age, who had been ransomed from their Comanche
captors by the owners of the post. They dined on buffalo
meat, smoked buffalo tongue, bacon, honey and bread,
considered in this outer fringe of civilization to be the
choicest food. Piles of buffalo hides made excellent
beds.31

John Torrey and his brothers had come from the East
and adapted themselves to frontier life. It was David and
John Torrey who were primarily responsible for the Indian
trade. Thomas and James Torrey died early. These
Connecticut Yankees first established the firm of Torrey and
Brothers in Houston, then expanded it to include the trade

with the Indians on the very edge of civilization.

(=
(=

ueller, op. _cit., pp. 190-195.



CHAPTER 111
THE INDIAN TRADE

The firm of Torrey and Brothers dealt extensively in
the Indian trade for approximately ten years--from the time
of Jonn Torrey's arrival in Houston in 1838 until 1848 when
they sold the major trading house to George Barnard. The
Torreys moved further west, and David Torrey began to open
up a2 new trade with the Apaches, but in 1849 he was killed
by a band of Mescaleros. After that time John Torrey
turned his attertion primarily to his milling projects on
the Comal. The Torrey Indian trade coincided with the time
during which the Republic of Texas dealt with the matter of
Indian affairs and the uncertain period immediately follow-
ing annexation at the end of 1845, when the relatively
stable Indian relations azhieved under Sam Houston's policy
of peace, friendship, and commerce was Jjeopardized by the
change in government. At Houston's invitation, the Torreys
established a trading house on the Brazos which played an
important part in the implementation of his Indian policy.
The examination of the Torrey Indian trade will concentrate
on this Brazos post and will include an investigation of the
nature of this business and of 1its significance to the
pacification of the Indians.

The trading post established on the Brazos, or more

accurately on Tehaucana Creek, a tributary of the Brazos,



16
was the most important one, but the Torreys also had severa
other posts 2’ong the Indian frontier. Not all were in
operation at the same time, and locations of the minor posts
or branches were changed to meet the needs of convenience
and profit. The Torreys began their Indian trade in
Houston,lbut after the partial treaty of 1842, followed by =2
general treaty in 1843, the Indians were pronibited from
coming within the settlements. The Torrey Comnany in
Houston served as the supply center for the posts with goods
purchased in Boston and New York.2 As early as 1842 the
Torreys operated a trading house on the Bosque River.3 Later
there were trading houses at Austin, San Antonio, New
Braunfels, and Fredericksburg.4 The Torreys also had branch
stores on the Navasota River and at the falls of the Brazos.
George Barnard located the Navasota branch for the Torreys

in 1843, and John Torrey had established the San Antonio

S. 0. Young, A Thumbnail History of the City of
Houston Texas from Its Founding in 1836 to the Year 1912
(Houston: Rein and Sons Company, 1912), p. 44.

Walter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas

(Austin: The Texas State Historical Association, 1952), 11,
19X

3Draft on Goverrment, February 24, 1842, in Dorman H.
Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian Papers, 1825-1843 (Austin: Texas
State Library, 1960), p. 125.

John K. Strecker, Chronicles of George Barnard
(Waco: The Baylor Bulletin, 1928), XXXI, 24, and Walter P.
Webb (ed.), et al., loc. cit.




X7
store by 1844 and the New Braunfels one in 1845, soon aftex

5

the first settlers had arrived there from Germany.” Torrey
apparently conducted the San Antonio store independently
during the years 1844 and 1845, but after that time receipts
from that store are slgned for the company. Marcus A.
Trumble was assistant at the San Antonio post in 1846 and
1847, and W, A. Andross was in charge of the Houston store
for David Torrey in 1845.

The Tehaucana post, sometimes referred to as Post
Number Two, the trading house on the Brazos or on Trading
House Creek, or simply as Torrey's trading house, was
established early in 1844 under the law of the republic.7
Because of its official recognition, this post was known far
and wide on the frontler zs Torrey's trading hou.se.8 Accord-~
ing to a law of January 14, 1843, the Republic of Texas was
to establish a line of trading posts which were to mark a
temporary line between the whites and the Indians. The
treaty concluded with the Indians at Bird's Fort in 1843

provided that trading houses to supply the needs of the

5Oscar Haas, "John Torrey Figured in Local Wartime
Economic Struggle," New Braunfels Herald, December 11, 1962;
and Strecker, loc. c¢cita

ot

6Strecker, Locs €l

it

Q

trecker, loc.

8Webb (ed.), et 21., loc. cit.

™




18
Indians would be established at the Clear Forks of the
Trinity, at Comanche Peak on the Brazos, and at the 01d San

Saba mission. The Torrey post on the Brazos was the only
successful attempt at carrying out this plan, and it was
almost a hundred miles short of Comanche Peak.

Sam Houston wrote to Messrs. Torrey and Brothers on
December 23, 1843, informing them that at the falls of the
Brazos there were many Indians who had come down to trade,
bringing quantities of nelts and some of them even specie.
Houston pointed out that it was an excellent opportunity to
establish a good trade, urged them to send immediately the
most important items of trade, such as powder, lead, and

lankets, and advised them to establish themselves at the
falls temporarily until they could erect a trading house at
a2 location more convenient to the trade.9 However, the
Torreys were not prepared to send a shipment of goods to the
falls immediately, and Houston's private secretary, W. D.
Miller, communicated with them on the matter again on
December 30:
His Excellency earnestly wishes, therefore,

that you should meke every possible exertion to

have goods at the point of trade in as short a

period as you suggest--that is, within forty days.

If this should not be the case, His Excellency

believes you will not only lose much, but what 1is

of more consequence, that the disappointment of
the Indiens in this respect will prejudice the

|

Executive Record Book (Austin: Texas State Library),
No. 40, p

c
s 291,
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efforts of the Government in confirming the peace
already established. 3By all means use all
expedition. It is highly important.lO

The traders requested a license, and Houston replied on
January 8, 1844, promising to forward a license to them at
the first opportunity. The firm made 2 bond in the sum of
ten thousand dollars as the law required and received a
license dated December, 1843, which authorized them to
establish a post on the Brazos "above the line designated by
law as the boundary between Indians and Whites" and to trade
with tke Indians in "all goods, wares, and merchandize not
probibited by law."td

Wroether the Torreys arrived with trade goods in time
to satisfy the Indians at the falls or not, no serious
damage to the peace resulted, for in the year 1844, at the
newly esvabliched Torrey trading house on the Brazos, Texas
effected a treaty which included even the Comanches, who had
not participated in the previous year's treaty. The conven-
ient location for the trading house proved to be on

Terhcucana Creek near an old Indian council ground, about

etter to Messrs. Torrey and Brothers, December 30,
; inelia Williams and Eugene C. Barker (eds.), The

{itin of Sam Houston 1813-1863 (Austin: The University

or Texas Press, 1943%), IV, 232.

llA License to the Torrey Brothers to Establish a

Trading House on the Brazos, in Amelia Williams and Eugene

C. Barker (eds.), op. cit, VIII, 457.
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seven miles southwest of the present city of Wnco.12

Torrey's trading house, with its official status,
enjoyed a near monopoly in the Indian trade in Texas. At
least three times licensés were lssued for the establishment
of a post on the Trinity River, the first toc A. G. Xiudell

13,

and Lewis V. Green, “who never established a post. Kirmbell,
on November 10, 1844, relinguished hais license to Norman
Chetfield. Chatfield and a2 partner named Xernedy recelived a
license for a Trinity post,lﬁbat they too failled %o carry
out this plan. A third attemprt occurred in 1845, when
Mathlas Travis was licensed to operate a trading house on
the TrinitylSand his partner I. C. Spence went so far as to

construct a buildingl6and, in July of that year, to submilt

an invoice, as prescribed by law, for some six hundred

,as to 1892

—;

1276nn H. Brovn, Histoery of Texegs from
(St. Louis: Becktold ard COﬂualj, 1893), LI, 2

3Executive Record Book (Austin: Texas State
Library), No. 40, p. 279.

lARel*nqulshment of License of A. G. Kimbell,
November 10, 1844, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian
Papers, 1844 1-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1560),
Do 12 Letter from T. G. Western to Anson Jones,
December 24, 1844, Ibvid., p. 156.

lSﬁertlLlCub*On of Mathias Travis to Operate a
Trading House, June 4, 1845, Ibid., p. 262.

*6Letter from I. C. Spence to T. G. Western,
September 9, 1845, Ibid., pp. 256-357.
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dollars worth of goods.17This attempt was also doomed to
failure. The post was never firmly enough established to
warrant statlioning an Indian agent there, and the names of
traders Travis or Spence do not appear among the Texas

Indian FPapers after September of 1845. In 1846 Torrey's was

again the only place authorized by the government where
Indians could trade.18

Torrey's trading house stood in a post oak grove on a
high, pebble-covered hill cverlooking the forested bottom of

Tehaucana C:'eek.:L

9The post was some two miles from the
Brazos and consisted of six or seven houses bullt of rough,
unhewn logs in the simple manner customary to the frontier.
The largest of the houses held the pelts teken in trade, and
another contained goocds for which the Indlians bartered thelr
velts. The remaining houses served as quarters for the men

who lived at the post.goThere were also corrals for the

large supply of live stock kept at the post.nghe houses

17Trading House No. 1 Invoice of Goods Introduced by
Mathias Travis through Isaac C. Spence, July 10, 1845,
Ibid., PP« 275-277s

18Oswald Mveller (trans.), Roemer's Texas (San
Antonio: Standard Printing Company, 1935), p. 182.

19 onnte L. Wallis, Sixty Years on the Brazos, The
Life and Letters of Dr. John Washington Lockhart (Los
Angeles: Privately Printed, 1930), p. 1ll2.

0
Mueller, ov. cit., pp. 192-194.

21Wallis, op. cit., p. 114.
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were not surrounded by palisades or any other protective
enclosure.gzsettlers at Bucksnort, located at the falls of
the Brazos, about a day's journey from the trading house,
took the precaution of arranging their houses with the
windows and doors opening into an inner court so that they
might better defend themselves,ngut the trader's safety
depended upon his usefulness and even necessity to the
Indians. The wild Indians, in fear or otherwise influenced
by the frilendly tribes, suffered the trading house to
exist.240ccasionally even the hostile Indians would come to
the post to trade, pretending to be of a friendly tribe, but
they were always very sly and on thelr guard. If Torrey
recognized them, he never gave any indication, but carried
on the trading normally, for to alarm them would have cost
him his l1ife. In such a business the good-will of the
customer was all-important, and Torrey gained the friendship
and respect of the Indlians by treating them kindly and
dealing failrly with them.25

The trading post was subject to regulation and

supervision by the Indian agency. It was necessary for the

22Mueller, op._cit., p. 192.

23Ibid., p. 190,

2%a111s, op. cit., pp. 117-119.

®5yallis, op. cit., p. 119.
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traders to submit complete, periodic invoices of all
merchandise shipped to the trading house in compliance with
section ten of the 1843 law under which the post was
licensed.26The government's purpose in authorizing the
establishment of Indlan trading posts was to help maintain
friendly relations with the Indians. Therefore one of the
duties of the Indian agent stationed at the post was to
supervise the trading to see that the Indians were dealt
with fairly and, moreover, that they were satisfiled with
thelir treatment.27

Although there was apparently no question of the
honesty of the Torreys, early in 1845 some of the Indian
customers at the trading house began to complain that prices
were too high. Government agents adjusted the prices to
satisfy the red men.28Red Bear and other Indlans descended
upon Washington on January 2, 1845, seeking to trade there

and complaining of prices at Torrey's. The Superintendent

6Letter from T. G. Western to L. H., Williams, May

27, 1845, in Dorman H, Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian Papers,
1844 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960), p. 255.

27Letter from T. G. Western to Benjamin Sloat and
L. H, Williams, January 4, 1845, Ibid., pp. 160-161; and
Letter from T. G. Western to L. H, williams, April 29,
1845, Ibid., p. 225,

28Letter from Stephen T, Slater to T. G. Western,
December 25, 1844, Ibid., p. 157; and Letter from T. G.
Western to L. Hs Williams April 29, 1845, Ibid., p. 225.




of Indian Affalrs, MajJor T. G. Western, indicated his

disapproval:

their [the Indians] introduction into the Settlements
cannot be tolerated--1t must be prevented by the
Agents it 1is in violatlon of law and of existing
treaties, Subversive of order expensive to the
Government and very annoying--no indian must be
permitted to come below the trading house except

on Public Service or when sent for by the Govt. 9

and then not without a passport from an Agent--

Western bestowed gilfts upon the Indians to soothe them and

30

sent them back to Torrey's to trade.” To remedy the

situation he wrote John Torrey, asking hls cooperation in

the matter:

It would be gratifying to the Govt. to know that
your instructions to your Agents at your Trading
House were Such as to afford every facility to the
Trading Indians Compatlble with your interests as
regards the prices of Goods etc. So as to render
them contented and prevent further Clamor on that
Subject--They will not under any circumstances be
permitted to come below the Trading house and 1t
is confidently hoped that Strict Just%ie willl be
meeted [ sic ] out to them there. . . .

The Torrey employee, George Barnard, managed the

Tehaucana post for the Torrey Company,32and in 1849 he

*9Letter from T. G. Western to Benjamin Sloat and
L. H. Williams, January 4, 1845, Ibid., p. 160.

2O1p14. |
31Letter from T, G. Western to John F. Torrey,
January 3, 1845, Ibid., p. 159.

32It is possible that Barnard was a stockholder 1n
the trading company, buying in elither prlor to the estab-

24

lishment of the Tehaucana post or in later years. John K.
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bought the post, paying $9,500, or approximately one-half

the cost of the total amount of stock invoiced for the year
of sale.BBLike the Torreys, Barnard came from Connecticut.

He was born in Hartford in 1818 and arrived in Texas in

4
1839.3 In the early forties Barnard was a clerk for the

I3

Torreys in Houston.”“Both Barnard and Thomas Torrey were

6
members of the Santa Fe Expedition.3

Barnard, whose personal accounts reveal him to have

Strecker, in his "Chronicles of George Barnard" says that
Barnard, while recuperating in Houston after his release as
a Santa Fe prisoner, met David and John Torrey and that
Barnard, Sam Houston, and others bought interests 1in the
Torrey company with the prospect of establishing posts along
the frontier, but later in the "Chronicles" Strecker says
that Barnard and the Torreys were schoolmates. The business
alliance which Strecker belleves existed among Barnard,
Torreys, Houston, and others 1s substantiated by deduction
rather than evidence. Sam Houston's signature on several
receipts made out to Indians for pelts in 1846 and 1847 from
the Torreys' indicates to Strecker that Houston was a
stockholder. In the case of Barnard he points out that there
are business agreements from the Tehaucana post signed for
Torrey and Company with Barnard's name in parenthesis or
simply "George Barnard, Trading Post Number 2." However,
Roemer, who visited the trading house in 1846, in naming
those persons living at the post, spoke of "an agent in the
employ of the Torrey brothers who knew how to trade with the
Indians," but sald nothing of a partner or business
assoclate,

53

4
3 Noel M. Loomis, The Texan Santa Fe Ploneers

(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), p. 20%.

Strecker, op. cit., p. 24.

35Dallas Herald, Avgust T, 1869, P« 3y c0l. 3.
36

Loomis, op. cit., pp. 204, 251.
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been something of a dandy, must have provided quite a
contrast 1n appearance to the Indians, frontier farmers,
and Texas Rangers,iwho were trading post customers. The
dashing Texas Rangers, as described by Roemer, were "wild
rough fellows, sons of settlers who had exchanged the work
of the field for a time for the irregular life of a

soldier."37

Barnard wore silken underwear, and, while he sold
"fine dress coats" to frontier farmers and substantial
plantation owners for eight and ten dollars each, he was
paying Lockwood and Dubois on Broadway, New York, thirty-
five dollars each for his dress coats and twenty dollars for
his business coats, seven-fifty to nine dollars for his
fancy, silk vest, and from ten to fifteen dollars a pair
for cashmere trousers.38
Barnard's fellow resident at the post was the Indian
agent, whose duty 1t was to supervise the trading, keep
himself and his superlors informed of the location and
disposition of the various tribes for which he was respon-
sible, and take steps to rectify any situation which might
threaten the peace, either among the Indlan tribes or with
the white settlers. During 1844 Benjamin Sloat was the

Indian Agent assigned to the post. L. H. Williams replaced

37Mueller, op. clt., p. 183.

3BStrecker, op. cit., p. 25.
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Sloat in April of 1845.39The Indian agents were assisted in

thelr peacemaking ventures by some friendly Delawares, in
particular, John Conner, Jim Second-Eye, and Jim Shaw, upon
whom the Indian Agency relled as interpreters and
messengers.ao

These Delawares had not only learned the language of
the white man, but had also adopted at least one of his
customs, the use of fire-water. Although the law forbade
selling whiskey to the Indlans, the three Interpreters pro-
cured somewhere a generous supply and then distributed 1t to
a large party of their fellow-tribesmen encamped at Torrey's
trading house soon after its establishment. The Indians im-
bived and at first became quite merry; later, after night-
fall, each of the braves surrendered his knife and gun to
the chiefs, who hid them, and the orgy began in earnest.
Throughout the night pandemonium prevailed. Screams, hldeous
yells, fisticuffs, scratching, biting, and all manner of
unarmed personal combat caused apprehension among the whlte
men present, but none of the Indians were killed or serilously

4
injured, although it took them two days to recover. o

39Letter from T, G, Western to L. H. Williams, April
29, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian Papers,
1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960), p. 225.

40Brown, 0P« Glt., IX,; 264.

Allbid., p. 265.
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When Willlams replaced Sloat at the trading house, 1t
was to have been a temporary arrangement, but complications
with the Comanches delayed Sloat's return from his mission
to that tribe, and before he could resume hils dutles at the
post, he dled of a "congestive fever."AEWilliams remained at
the trading house and was present during one of the most
serious threats which the Indlans ever made against the
post.

In May, 1845, a party of Comanches--about a thousand
lodges or four thousand persons in number--camped near
Torrey's trading house, causing some apprehension on the
frontier. The Indlans, however, were assembling for a war

43

expedition to Mexico, “and it was not until the fall, after
thelr return, that some of them were to threaten the trading
house. In July Sloat, accompanied by Jim Shaw and two white
men, met Mopechucope's party of one hundred and fifty
Comanche warriors on the San Saba bound for Mexico. Unable

to dissuade them from their raid, he escorted them, at thelr

Insistence, past San Antonio to prevent any conflict with

42Letter from George Barnard to T. G. Western,

October 6, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian
Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960),
pr. 377-378.

43Letter from T. G. Western to Robert S. Nelghbors,
May 11, 1845, Ibid., pp. 235-236; and Telegraph and TeXas
Register [Houston ) May 28, 1845, p. 2, col. 1.
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Texans. At San Antonlo they met Captain Hays, of the Texas
Rangers, who presented the Indians with beef and other
provlislons and also tried to stop them from their foray.
Sloat left them at San Antonio,44and on thelr way to the Rio
Grande the Indian band attacked and killled a group of
contraband traders coming from Mexico and took their horses
and baggage mules.45

On September 12 Mopechucope and his men were back in
Texas, at the councll ground near the trading house to
attend a treaty counc11.46E1ther from bad consclence over
the trader incident or from fear caused by a rumor which
circulated among the Indlans that the whites intended to

oLl mpen Ahem snd BT Sasm, o0

the Comanches at first
exhibited an uneasiness and suspicion of the Texans.
Thinking no doubt to counteract the rumor of evil intent,
the commissioners who greeted the Comanches assured them

that there was no need to feel fear, for the white men

4Letter from BenjJamin Sloat to T. G. Western,
August 18, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian
Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960),
p’ 3250

45Letter from William G, Cooke to T. G. Western,
August 25, 1845, Ibid., pp. 331-332.

46Minutes of a Council Held at'Tehaucana Creek and
Appointment of Daniel D. Culp as Secretary, September 12,
1845, Ibid.; P« 335.

47Letter from Benjamin Sloat to T. G. Western, August
18, 1845, Ibid., pp. 325-326.
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would do them no harm and would explain any bad reports
which they might hear. Two days after the arrival of the
Comanches, five or six men bearing official documents rode
into camp, alarming the Comanches. Mopechucope wanted to
know what it meant, but he was satisfied with the explana-
tion that the riders brought only "good talk" from the
president to hils red brothers. After the council the
Comanche chief renewed his peace treaty, received gifts, and
departed in friendship.48

In a sudden change of mood Mopechucope and his braves
surrounded the trading house late in November. From thelr
menacing appearance John Torrey expected them to attack,
and, because he had no means of defense, he declded to try
to parley with them., With great presence of mind he asked
if they had not come for a council. As they hesitated,
undecided what to reply, he told them that thelr presents
were ready. At this the warriors consented to a council.49
The following day was set aside for trading, but the Indlans
did little trading. The third day was the day for "big

talk." Seats were prepared for the council and the Indians

8Minutes of a Council Held at Tehaucana Creek and
Appointment of Daniel D. Culp as Secretary, September 12,
1845 to September 26, 1845, Ibid., pp. 335-344.

49Telegraph and Texas Register [Houston], January
28, 1846, p. 2, col. 4.
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came up from the camp armed with knives, bows, and guns.
They invited all the whlte men present at the post to attend
the council, but in view of their hostile appearance the
white men thought it wise to station four or five of their
number in the houses. The interpreter, Jim Shaw, informed
the Comanches that 1t was not in the best form to bring
thelr arms to council, but they explained the singular
behavior with the excuse that they feared the weapons might
be stolen 1f left in camp. The Indian women and children
huddled together below a bluff, apparently ready for any
emergency. Torrey, Williams, and the post's gunsmith,
William Cogswell, went into the parley with little hope of
getting through 1t safely.SoThe councll began with the
passing of the councll pipe and the speech of an old chief
advising the young men to remain at peace. W1llllams spoke
to the Indians in a vein obviously Intended to overcome
thelr hostility, promising that gifts would be distributed
at the end of the council and that there would continue to
be presents for them each year when the leaves fell.slThe

government stores which the Indian agent had on hand to

5OLetter from L. H, Williams to T. G. Western,
November 23, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian
Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960),
pp. 414-415,

L
2 Report of a Council with the Comanche Indians,
November 23, 1845, Ibid., p. 41l.
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glve the Indlans were very low, and thelr hostility showed
plainly that 1f they were not pleased they would take action

52Therei‘ore Torrey gave them presents,

to satisfy themselves.
and, since they seemed determined to extract as many
presents as possible, he laid out goods to the amount of
four or five hundred dollars before they were entirely
satisfled; then they exhlbited nothing but friendliness,
with many a grim warrior coming forward to assure Torrey
that he was "Bobbasheele heap."53
The presents which the Comanches thus extracted from
the white men included such items as twenty-one silk
handkerchiefs, 18 looking glasses, lead and 35 pounds of
powder, blankets, 75 pounds of brass wire (for making
armlets and other personal decorations), and brightly
colored cloth.54
Before the Comanches left they informed the men at
the trading house that the powerful chief, Pahayuco, would

arrive there soon. Destitute of government stores and not

52Letter from L., H. Williams to T. G. Western,
November 23, 1845, Ibid., p. 414,

53Te1egraph and Texas Register [ﬁoustodj, January .
28, 1846, p. 2, col. 4.

54Report of a Council with the Comanche Indians,
November 23, 1845, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian
Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960),
P. 413.
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anxious to repeat the experience, Torrey and Williams
immed iately asked that help be sent to them, Willlams
wrote the Superintendent of Indian Affairs of the situation,
concluding with the comment that

The whites here seem to think that should they

be similarly situated again they would like, the
Georgla Ma jor be troubled with a sliggt lameness,
and retreat before the enemy appear.

Torrey set out for Austin and saw William G. Cooke,
the Secretary of War, who had already heard from the Indian
Superintendent of the need for protection at the post.
Robertson County Rangers had been disbanded, but Cooke
secured an officer and thirty men from United States forces
In Austin to protect the post, and authorized Willlams to
purchase supplles to present to Pahayuco.56

Almost from the beginning there had been threats
against the trading house. But the Torreys and Barnard
held their ground and continued to operate their rustic
emporium until 1849, after which Barnard carried on alone,
and the Torrey brothers headed further west. Soon after the
establishment of the post, a threatened Indian raid had
prompted Western to send an artillery plece to the post to

strengthen its rather weak defenses, but, to the credit of

551p14., p. 415.

56Letter from Willilam G. Cooke to Anson Jones,
December 12, 1845, Ibid., pp. 422-423,
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the peacemakling skill of the traders, i1t never became
necessary to use it.57

The very real and constant danger from the Indians
was one of the disadvantages of the Indlan trade, but the
buslness was a profitable one., In the Indian Superintend-
ent's words, i1t was "an enterprise offering greatest
advantage upon a modest amount of capital."58The transact-
lons with the Indians were conducted in the simplest form of
commerce, that of bartering one commodity for another, the
trader hoping to turn a proflt on the sale of the goods
which he took in trade. The Torrey Company also sold goods
to the government to be bestowed upon the Indlans at annual
powwows held, conveniently enough, at the adjacent council
grounds.,

The initilal expense of establishing the post included
the construction of log bulldings which housed the wares,
traders, and government agents. In 1846 Paul Richardson
charged one hundred dollars to fell logs and build an

additional log building.59The cost of construction of the

57Notes, Council Ground, Tehaucana Creek, July 22,
1844, Ibid., p. 82; Letter from T. G, Western to Benjamin
Sloat, August 1, 1844, Ibid., p. 87; and Letter from T. G.
Western to Benjamin Sloat, August 16, 1844, Ibid., p. 89.

58Letter from T, G, Western to Richard Fitzpatrick,
May 5, 1845, Ibid., p. 229.

59Strecker, op. cit., p. 28,
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six or seven houses which comprised the post must have been
about six or seven hundred dollars., The first shipments to
the trading house, from February 23 to April 8, amounted to
about two thousand dollars worth of merchandise, and it cost
approximately two hundred dollars to have these goods
freighted to the post. From February 1844 to July 1845 a
total of $14,300.03 worth of goods were shipped to the
trading house at a total shipping cost of $1,424.OO.6OFrom
July 1, 1845 to December 1, 1845, a total of $5,213.16 worth
of merchandise was shipped to the post, costing $304.62 in
freighting charges.6l
The frelghters carried, on thelr return trips to
Houston, the bales of buffalo robes, deerskins, and other
pelts taken in trade from the Indians. The freight charge
was $1.50 a hundred pounds both to and from Houston in 1846
and was raised to $2.00 in 1848.62The value of skins other
than the deer and the buffalo was relatively small; these

pelts included the raccoon, cougar, antelope, bobcat, gray

wolf, and occaslonally the beaver.

60List of Invoices of Goods Sent to Tradin% House on

Tehaucana Creek, May, 1845, in Dorman H, Winfrey (ed.),
Texas Indian Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library,
1960), p. 248.

61Invoice of Goods, Wares, and Merchandise Recelved
at Trading House Post No. 2 from Torrey & Bro., December,
1845, Ibid., p. 420.

628trecker, ops €lte.y Ps 16w
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Although some of the buffalo skins which the traders
purchased were entirely raw, most were tanned and some were

decorated on the 1nside.63

Indlian squaws spent many hours
preparing the hldes, first scraping the skin thin and
making it soft, then often painting the inside with bright
colored hieroglyphics, relating battles, fights with wild
beasts, races or other scenes which they had witnessed.64
Buffalo skins were not suitable for leather-making because
they were too porous, but they were useful as lap robes for
wagons and sleds in colder climates, and most found their
way to market in the northern states and Canada. The value
of the robes depended upon the size, uniformity of the fur,
and also upon the artistry of the painting on the inside.
In 1846 the hides of average size sold in Houston for three
dollars, and fancy ones sold for from eight to ten dollars.
On October 15, 1845, Charles Beasley purchased five buffalo
robes at two dollars each and also some sugar and coffee
from the trading house, trading, in partial payment of hils

bill, ninety-seven pounds of cotton at four cents a pound

and five bushels of corn at one dollar a bushel.66

63Mueller, op. cit., pp. 192-193.

64Wallis, op. cit., pp. 114-115.
65Mueller, op. cit., p. 192.

66Strecker, op. cit., p. 8.

65
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In 1846 large herds of buffalo could still be seen on

the Texas plains. Traveling from the trading house to New
Braunfels, Torrey and Roemer came upon a herd of at least a
thousand buffalo, grazing on the grassy plains near a small
brook called Willis Creek.67But Indilans and buffalo hunters
were trading an estimated one hundred thousand hides
annually, and the number of animals killed for sport or meat
was, no doubt, much greater, as the climate was unsultable
for the treatment of hides more than half the year.68By the
early 1850's the great buffalo herds were disappearing from
the Texas plains, and only the plentiful deer provided the
Indian with peltry for trade. TFilve separate shipments of
skins from the trading house, from June 15, 1852 to January
22, 1853, netted $6,657.18, almost a thousand dollars a
month. Of this total amount only $113.00 was for skins of
animals other than deer. From 1844 to 1853 the trading
house handled at least seventy-five thousand deerskins, 1In
the course of about ten years, Grant and Barton, commission
furriers in New York, sold at auction, for Torrey and
Brothers and later for George Barnard, more than seventy-

five lots of skins.69

67Mueller, op. cit., p. 207.

68Ibid., p. 193.

698trecker, op. cit., p. 21,
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Next to the skins, mules were the most important item

of trade. Torrey got most of his mules in trade from the
Comanches, who captured them on annual raids in the northern

70

provinces of Mexico.' "Because of the war-like relations
between Texas and Mexlico, Torrey felt no compunction about
taking the animals thus acquired, and he sold them at
reasonable prices.7lMost of the mules were completely wild
when brought in., Those which Torrey had tamed sold for
higher prices than the wild ones. There were usually two to
six yoke of oxen, a number of horses, and sometimes as many
as thirty Spanish mules on hand at the trading house.72
During the day the animals grazed on the prairie and at
night they were locked securely in the stockade built for
that purpose.730n the frontier at this time yearling colts
sold for ten dollars, ponies for twenty to thirty-five
dollars, oxen for about twenty dollars, Spanish mules for
fifty-five to sixty dollars, and tame mules for one hundred

and seventy-five dollars a span.

A sideline of the trading house was the recovery of

70Mueller, op. cit., p. 193.

71Wallis, op. cit., p. 109.

72Strecker, op. cit., pp. 18-20.
73Wallis, loc. cit.
T4

Strecker, op. cit., p. 21.
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stolen horses and runaway slaves, The Comanches and other
Indians brought in runaway slaves and the lorreys redeemed
them 1n the interest of the owner. The estate of James
Matthews 1ssued to Messers. Torrey and Company, Trading
House, Robertson County, Texas, on April 7, 1845, a receipt
for the return of a Negro boy named Paul, acknowledging a
debt to the Torreys for one hundred dollars paild the
Comanches for his return, and further stipulating that the
estate would pay a like sum for the recovery of Charles,
another runaway.75Apparently there was an established rate
for the return of runaways; that same month another group
of Indians captured three runaways and recelved one hundred
dollars for each:

Recelved of Messr, Torrey Co for the following
Indians, to wit, Red Worm, Runafter, Ooks-ta-le,
Ashes, Keys, Segene, Standing Rock, and Culetoke
(Cherokees), the sum of three hundred dollars
par funds for the apprehension and delivery of
the runaway negroes, the property of R, H.
Porter, viz., Isaac, Rheuben and Charles. Also
the sum of fifty five dollars for the delivery
of three gray mares and a roan horse, taken wlth
the above mentioned negroes. Taken up about 15
miles west of the Guadalupe river, making theilr

way to the spanish country. In witness whereof,
we have fixed our signatures at the trading

75Ibid., p. 14, The Torreys apparently recelved no
commission or direct benefit on these transactlons, other
than the good-willl of the slave-owners, but 1t 1s safe to
assume that the Indians spent thelr reward money at the
trading house or accepted the reward in the form of trade
goods since Torrey's was the only place where they could
trade.
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house on Tahwoccanno Creek, Robertson county,
April 4, 1845,
Signed
Daniel G. Watson
John Conner, His X mark
Jess Chisholm7
For humanitarian reasons, the Torreys also ransomed a
few Mexican prisoners from the Comanches. The Texas govern-
ment acted promptly to secure the release of Texans who fell
victim to the Indians, but there was no such officilal
concern for Mexican citizens in Texas. In 1844, when a band
of Indians abducted two Simpson children from their home
near Austin, congress made a speclal appropriation of funds

to effect their recovery.77

That same year Torrey pald the
ransom for a Mexlcan girl taken prisoner by the Comanches on
one of thelr raids in Mexlco, and hired her to cook at the
trading house until he could arrange to return her to her
home., She remained at the post about a year, quite

7811 1846

contented and not at all eager to return to Mexico.
Torrey also ransomed three small Mexican boys from thelir

Indian captors. He was successful in reuniting one of the

76

Ibid., pp. 14-15.

77Joint Resolution for Redemption of Willlam and Jane
Simpson, December 31, 1844, in Dorman H. Winfrey (ed.),
Texas Indian Papers, 1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library,
1960), p. 1538.

78Letter from T, G. Western to Benjamin Sloat,
December 14, 1844, Ibid., p. 152; and Wallls, op. cit.,
P oddiL
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boys with his relatives and was in this instance reimbursed
for the $120 ransom which he had pald for the lad.!?

The Torrey trading houses had an unusual banking and
credit system. The Tehaucana post served as a clearing
house for the checks of rangers and Indians, not only within
the immediate area but for the entire border from the
western edge of what is now Hood County almost to New
Braunfels. The trading company sometimes paild advances to
Indians for deerskins; the debts could then be paid at the
posts on the Navasota river, at the falls of the Brazos, or
at New Braunfels. A Texas historian, John K. Strecker
calls the Torrey Company the first reglional bank in the
United States.BOThe advances were pald on a basis allowing
approximately fourteen cents a pound for the skins. The
record of one such transactlon reads:

Three months after date I promise to pay to Messrs.

Torrey Co. the sum of Thirty Dollars in Shaved Skingl

at six for one dollar. Trading house, Oct. 1, 1844
Trading house recelipts made out to Indlians for delivery of
deerskins were marked with an x 1in a clircle to lndlicate one

hundred skins, a plain x to lndicate ten, and a single

79y
80
81

ueller, op. cit., p. 144,
Strecker, op. cit., p. 19.
Strecker, op. cit., p. 7.
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stroke for each one under ten.BQSeveral of these recelpts
made out at New Braunfels on various dates in the fall and
winter of 1846 and on July 21, 1847, were signed by Sam
Houston for the Torrey Company or were witnessed by Sam
Houston. The recelpts were later sent to the Tehaucana post
when the Indians had balanced thelr accounts and served as a
record of credit due to the trading house for skins from the
New Braunfels store.83

Besldes belng a profitable business carried on at
some risk to person and property, the trading house was of
value to the republic in the regulation of Indian affairs,
From the viewpoint of the white men at least, the trading
house exerted a salutary effect upon the Indlans.84The
Indian trade was an important means of controlling the red
men,85and, by the establishment and operation of the trading
house, the Torreys played an important part in Sam Houston's
policy of peace, friendship, and commerce with the Indians,
which resulted in the successful negotiation of treaties

with the Indian trivbes, the reductlion of Indilan disturbances

821014d., p. 12.

83
84

Ibid., p. 23.
Brown, op. cit., II, 262,
85Lena Clara Koch, "The Federal Indian Policy in

Texas, 1845-1846," The Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
XXVIII (July, 1924, to April 1925), 268.
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on the frontier, and the consequent reduction of the cost of

Indian relations because of the lessened expenditures for

86

protection,” "Sam Houston noted the contribution of the

Torreys to Texas Indian relations 1in a letter written on
behalf of the traders to William L. Marcy at the time of the

Texas annexation:

At a time, when our relations with the Indians,
were not by any means tranquil, these gentlemen,
at thelr own risk and expense, established a trad-
ing House beyond the reach of all succour, from
the inhabitants, and without protection from the
Government; It 1s owilng much to thelr enterprise
and exertions that we have been enabled to bring
about, and maintain friendly relations, with
numerous Tribes, which had inflicted serious injury
upon our frontler settlers: But recently, an
irruption of the Comanches was avgrted by the
influence of their Trading House,S7

After the Republlic of Texas became a state, the
Torreys continued to operate the trading house and continued
to be of assistance in Indian relations. At the Spring
Creek Council in 1846 the United States concluded a treaty
with the Texas Indian tribes. According to the origlnal
wording of the treaty, the Indlans were to receive presents

of an undetermined amount the "next fall." The senate set

86Anna Muckleroy, "The Indian Policy of the Republic
of Texas," The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXVI
(1922-1923), 148,

87Letter from Sam Houston to William L, Marcy,
December 23, 1845, in Amelia Willlams and Eugene C. Barker
(eds.), The Writings of Sam Houston (Austin: The University
of Texas Press, 1943), 1V, 122.
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the amount of the presents at ten thousand dollars but
changed the words, "next fall," to read: "at such time as
the President of the United States may think proper."88The
United States dallled and delayed the fulfilment of the
promise of gifts to the Indians for so long that the Indians
were about to lose confidence in the white man's word. All
of the gains made by the treaty would have been lost had
not Sam Houston asked for and received help from the
Torreys. Houston persuaded the brothers to purchase
presents and distribute them among the Indlan chiefs and
walt on the United States Government for thelr pay.89

The immediate effect of the pacification of the
Indians through trade, treaty, and presents was to draw
immigration further west all along the frontier.gOThe
trading house served as meeting place for red men and whilte,

the two contending forces for the soill of Texas.

What was the significance of this trading House?
What did it stand for? It stood for everything

88Treaty with the Comanches and Other Tribes, May
15, 1846, in Dorman H, Winfrey (ed.), Texas Indian Papers,
1844-1845 (Austin: Texas State Library, 1960), Article IX,
pp. &47-48.

89Paper on Indian Affairs, 1845-1860, Texas State
Library; John S, Ford's Journal (MS. University of Texas
Livbrary); and Neighbors Papers, University of Texas Library.

9OT. C. Richardson, East Texas Its History and Its
Makers (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company,

1940), I, 134,
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to the east of it. It stood for the white man,

the westward-driving, land-hungry Anglo-Saxon.

This was hls advance, the point of hils spear

thrust far out into the Indian country. It was

a symbol.gl
Wilth the continulng advance of settlement, the Tehaucana
site of the trading house became unsultable, and the
traders moved further out into the Indian country. After
George Barnard bought the post, he moved 1t to Comanche

Peak in Hood County in 1849.92

The Torrey brothers moved
west. David Torrey attempted to open up a new trade with
the Apaches and was killed in the attempt.

David and John Torrey Jolned a party of about one
hundred men led by Captaln Hays bound for California. The
party left E1 Paso in September of 1849, The Torrey
brothers did not intend to go through to California. Hays
and David were to treat with Indians in the Trans-Pecos

area, after which the Torreys intended to return to Texas.93

9IWa1ter P. Webb, "The Last Treaty of the Republic of
Texas," The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXV (January,
1922), 155.

92Strecker, ops 6it., D« 24,

93John Henry Brown, Life and Times of Henry Smith the
First American Governor of Texas, (Dallas: A, D. Aldridge
and Company, Stereotypers, Printers, and Binders, 1887), p.
378; Walter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas
(Austin: The Texas State Historical Assoclation, 1952), II,
791; and Jacob de Cordova, Esq., "Murder of Danlel Torrey by
the Indians," Texas State Gazette [}usti@j, February 23,
1850, pe T, c0le L1,




Although he had planned to return to Texas within twenty-
five days, John Torrey went through to California instead,
but he did not remain there as did Hays, and he was soon
back in Texas, operating his milling enterprises in New
Braunfels.gADavid Torrey returned to Texas, traveling down
the Rio Grande on the Mexican side to Presidio Del Norte,
where he crossed over to the Texas side and opened a
trading camp to trade with the Mescalero Apaches.gSTorrey
carried on an excellent trade in the camp of some seven or
eight hundred Apaches, but the friendly disposition of his
customers changed without warning when news reached the
camp that some Apaches had been killed in a brush wilth
Americans traveling to California., David Torrey and all
of his companions, except one who lived to tell the story,
were killed by the Apaches on Christmas Day, 1849.96

In the early 1850's the buffalo were disappearing

from the Texas plains. By 1854 the Indians had lost the

94De Cordova, Ibid.; and Ernst Koeblg, "Lebenslauf
Skizze," Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, January 27, 1887, p. 2.

95John Henry Brown, Life and Times of Henry Smith
the First American Governor of Texas, (Dallas: A, D.
Aldridge and Company, Stereotypers, Printers, and Binders,
1887), p. 378.

96Ib1d; and De Cordova, loc. cit.
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struggle for Texas, and the government had placed them on
reservations.g7
With the passing of the buffalo and the Indian from
the Texas scene also passed the Indian Trader, but Torrey's

trading house had served the Texans well and earned a place

in Texas frontier history.

97R10hardson, op. cit., III, 1140,



CHAPTER IV
THOMAS STEBBINS TORREY

Thomas Torrey left Connectlicut to Join his brothers
David and John in 1840.1 His 1life in Texas was brief but
noteworthy. He helped with the location of trading houses
for the Torrey Company,2joined the Santa Fe Expedition,Band
went, at Sam Houston's bidding, on a peace-making mission
to the wild and hostile Indian tribes.4 He dled in 1843 at
the age of twenty-four.5

The year after Thomas Torrey came to Texas, the 1ll-
fated Santa Fe Expedition was organized. It was President
Lamar's plan to send a three-member government commission

accompanied by a military escort to invite the people of

Santa Fe to place themselves under the protection of the

lJohn H. Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to 1892

(St. Louils: Becktold and Company, 1893), I1II, 278.

2Walter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas
(Austin: The Texas State Historical Association, 1952), II,
790.

3Ibld., R. Earl McClendon, "Daniel Webster and Mexican
Relations: The Santa Fe Prisoners " Southwestern Historical
Quarterly, XXXVI (1932-1933), p. 292; and Noel M. Loomis,
The Santa Fe Pioneers (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1958), p. 251.

4Letter from Sam Houston to Thomas S. Torrey, Esq.,
in Amelia W, Williams and Eugene C. Barker (eds.), The
Writings of Sam Houston 1813-1863 (Austin. The University of
Texas Press, 1943), III, 360.

5

Webb (ed.), et al., loc cit.



Texas flag. William G. Cooke, R, F. Brenham, and Jose
Antonlo Navarro were the commissioners. The military escort
of two hundred and seventy men was under the command of
General Hugh McLeod. In order to establish commercial
relations with the people of Santa Fe, Lamar issued an
invitatlon to merchants to Join the expedition. About fifty
merchants and traders rendezvoused at Austin for the excur-
sion, which left from Brushy Creek, about fifteen miles

north of Austin on June 21, 1841,6

and among these merchants
was young Thomas Torrey of the firm of Torrey and Brothers,
The expedition was Just the sort of enterprise to attract
one of the Torrey brothers, combining as it did the promise
of a lucrative trade with the element of adventure, for, as
evidenced by the Indian trade carried on by these brothers,
the Torreys did not shrink from a business project which
Included a degree of personal risk.

The party left Texas in high spirits, and Thomas
Torrey's expectations for the Journey were no less than
those shared by the other members of the group. He intended
to establish a regular business between the Unlted States

and Santa Fe, which would, no doubt, have been very

profitable had he succeeded.7 Torrey also served as a

6Louis J. Wortham, A History of Texas from Wilderness
to Commonwealth (Fort Worth: Wortham-Molyneaux Company,
1924), IV, pp. 82-83.

7

Loomis, loc. cit.
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buffalo hunter for the group.8

Prior to the expedition, he
had hunted with George W. Kendall, the reporter of the New
Orleans Picayune, who went along on the trip and later wrote
at length of the expedition.9

For about six weeks the Journey was not unpleasant,
for it led through country which afforded a plentiful supply
of game for food and an abundance of water and grass for the
cattle and horses. But later the party entered a moun-
talnous, arid region in which there was no game for the
hunters. When the last of the cattle were slaughtered and
provisions ran short, the party began to encounter diffi-
culties. To obtain food in a wilderness for a company of
more than three hundred men would have been difficult under
the best conditions, but in a country where there was no
vegetation or game and very little water, it was almost
impossible, Faced with the possibility of starvation, the
commissioners sent three men ahead to announce the approach

of the expedition and to return with food. The three

8Webb (ed.), et al., loc. cit.; Evidently somewhat in
error, R. Earl McClendon in his "Daniel Webster and Mexican
Relations: The Santa Fe Prisoners," Southwestern Historical
Quarterly, XXVI (1932-1933), p. 292, indicates that Thomas
Torrey was a merchant from Connecticut, who happened to be
in Texas during the spring of 1841 and sought to take
advantage of what he thought would be a safe means of vislt-
ing Santa Fe, expecting to return directly to the United
States.

9Loomis, loc. cit.
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chosen--Howland, Baker, and Rosenberry--set out, and the
rest of the party contlnued their march, losing their way at
times and subsisting on such food as could be found in the
barren country through which they passed.lOKendall wrote
that they were reduced to the necessity of eating snalls and
lizards and that the men devoured "every tortolse and snake,
every living and creeping thing"llwhich they could find. To
make matters worse, many of the men had to walk because
thelr horses were lost in a stampede.

Howland, Baker, and Rosenberry arrived at the Mexlcan
settlements early in September and were promptly placed
under arrest. After the remalinder of the party had endured
three weeks of near-starvation with no word from the three
men, the best-mounted men pushed on ahead, while the rest
established camp to walt in the wilderness until relief
could be sent. Cooke took command of the advance party and
set out with about ninety men. After much hardship, they
finally reached the Mexican settlements. Cooke and his men
surrendered thelr arms to Mexican forces with the under-
standing that they would be permitted to remain at Santa Fe

for several days for the purpose of trading, after whilch

lOWOrtham, op. cit., IV, pp. 85-86.

llGeorge Wilkins Kendall, Narrative of the Texan
Santa Fe Expedition (New York: Harper & Brothers,
Publishers, 1856), I, 253.
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thelir weapons would be returned, but the Mexicans had
decelved the Texans and made them prisoners. Shortly after-
ward, the two hundred men who had been left in camp made

thelr way to the settlements, weakened and 1l1l. Mexican

forces arrested them immediately.
The Mexlicans marched the Texan prisoners to El1 Paso,
where they were turned over to troops of the national

government of Mexlco and marched to Mexico City. The Texans

were treated with extreme cruelty by their Santa Fe captors,
but the national government forces treated them more

humanely. Many of the men were 111 after the ordeal in the

wilderness and unable to stand the long trek from Santa Fe
to E1 Paso., They recelved no sympathy from the captain of
their guard, and many of those who faltered in the march
were shot and their bodles left by the wayside. To add to
thelir misfortune, smallpox broke out among the prisoners,
and a number of them died of the disease. The march lasted
three months. In early February, eight months after theilr
departure from Brushy Creek, the prisoners reached Mexico
City, where they were placed in Perote Prison.

Members of the expedition who claimed citizenship of

countries other than Texas obtained theilr release in a few

months through the efforts of the forelign ministers at the

Mexican capltal. Most of the others were released in
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June.lQThrough the efforts of the United States Minister in

Mexico City, Torrey, Kendall, and five others were released

on April 21, 1842.130n April 25, Torrey recelved a passport

to leave Mexico:

The President of the Mexlican Republic grants free
and safe passage to Don Thomas S. Torrey, ciltizen
of the U. S. of America so that he may leave the
Republic. And Hls excellency charges all
authorities, civil as well as military, of the
nation not to cause any obstacle on his journey
and to grant him whatever aid he may need assuming
that he will pay Jjust prices for such aid.
Governor's Place, Mexlico, April 25, 1842, twenty-
second &nniversary of Independence.

By order of His Excellency
The document bears the signature of the Secretary of State
and Foreign Affairs and 1s duly recorded.lAFrom Mexico City
Torrey made his way to Vera Cruz where his passport was
countersigned on lMay 12, 1842, permitting him to depart for
New Orleans aboard the Unlted States warship, WOodburx.15
The flasco of the Santa Fe Expedition did not dampen

Thomas Torrey's spirit of adventure, for he accepted an

12WOrtham, op. cit., IV, pp. 86-90.

13R. McClendon, op. cit., p. 309; and Loomls, loc.
elt,

14Translatlon from Spanish of Passport Granting Free
and Safe Passage to Don Thomas S. Torrey, Governor's Palace,
Mexico, April 25, 1842, (Torrey Family Documents, Mrs.
Curtis T. Vaughan, San Antonio{.

15114,
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appointment as Indian Agent for the Republic of Texas,16

and the year following his release in Mexico City, he went
on & mission deep into Indian country.lTLamar's administra-
tlon had been marked by more or less constant Indian wars.
When Sam Houston began his second term, he sought to make
peace with the Indians. A first step in this pacification
was to conclude treatles with the wild and hostile tribes
which inhabited the western part of Texas. Houston
appointed Joseph C. Eldredge as Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, and charged Indian Agent, Thomas Torrey, and
Eldredge with the task of inducing the wild tribes to attend
a treaty council., They were to be accompanied by the

Delaware interpreters and guides, Jim Shaw, John Conner, and

Jim Second-Eye, and two or three white men of approved

character.lBHouston wrote to Thomas Torrey:

16

Brown, op. cit., II, 264.
17John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Ploneers of Texas
(St. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, Becktold Printing
and Mfg. Co. Binders, L. E. Daniell, Publisher), pp. 93-99;
J. We Wilbarger, Indian Depredations in Texas (Austin:
Hutchings Printing House, 1889), p. 40; E. T. Bates (ed.),
History and Reminiscences of Denton County (Denton:
McNitzky Printing Company, 1918), p. 159; T. C. Richardson,
East Texas Its History and Its Makers (New York: Lewis
Historical Publishing Company, 1940), I, 133; and author
unknown, Eistory of Texas Together with a Blographical
History of Tarrant and Parker Counties (Chicago: The Lewls
Publishing Company, 1895), p. 238.
18John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, pp. 263~
2643 and Willlams and Barker, loc. cit.
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Sir -- You are hereby appolnted an agent to
accompany Colonel Joseph C. Eldredge and such
friendly Indians as may go with him tc visit the
tribes of wlld and hostile Indians on our
frontler. . « .«

The object of your appointment is that if he
should be prevented by 1llness or death, after
having left the settlements, from performing the
dutles assigned him, you willl consilder yourself
invested (and you are hereby invested in that
event) with a2ll powers and you will conform to
all the instructions given to him.

Sam Houstonlg
Eldredge invited his friend, Hamilton P. Bee, to go along,2o
and John F, Torrey also Joined the group.21

The main purpose of the mission was to find the
Comanches and get them to come to a treaty council to be
held at Bird's Fort, twenty-two miles west of the present
city of Dallas, on August 10, 1843.°%Eldredge left

Washington on May 7 and went to Fort Milam to get a Comanche

191p14.

20John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 264.

21

Although other sources make no mention of John F,
Torrey as a part of the group, Torrey, 1n a 1887 interview
with Ernst Koeblg, editor of the Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung,
related the story of this Journey to the wild tribes and
revealed that he also was a member of the party.

22Ernst Koebig, "Lebenslauf Skizze," Neu-Braunfelser
Zeltung, January 27, 1887, p. 2; and Letter to Sam Houston
from J. C. Eldredge, December 8, 1843, in Dorman H. Winfrey
(ed.), Texas Indian Papers 1825-1843 (Austin: Texas State
Library, 1960), p. 251.
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chlld called Maria, 1n order to return her to her people.
She had been taken prisoner at the Councll House Fight,
which occurred in 1840, during Lamar's administration, at

23

San Antonio., “At this time the Comanches, who had been
making railds on the frontier, came in, at the Texans's
invitation, to discuss a treaty. The Texans had told them
to bring all the white prisoners in thelr possession.
Instead of doing so, the Comanches brought only one pris-
oner, although they held many others. In the council house,
the Texans informed the twelve chiefs in attendance that
they would be held as hostages until the other white
prisoners were delivered up. One chlef attempted to escape
and was shot. Instantly, the others drew thelr knives and
tried desperately to escape. All twelve were killed, and,
in the ensuing battle with the warrlors who had accompanied
the chiefs, another thirty-five Comanches dled. The Texans
took a number of Indian prisoners, mostly women and chil-
dren, The result of thils battle was to send the Comanches
on the warpath.241t was after Houston took office for his
second term that Thomas Torrey and Eldredge made thelr

Journey to the Comanches and other hostile tribes, and

23Ibid.; and John Henry Brown, History of Texas from
1685-1892" (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II,
204,

24WOrtham, op._cit., IV, 65.
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Houston sent some Indian prisoners with them to be released
to thelr people in order to show the good intentions of the
Texans.

At the old councll ground on Tehaucana Creek,
Eldredge met Thomas Torrey and the other members of his
party, which included, in addition to the white men and
thelr Delaware guldes, a Comanche boy called William
Hockley, two young Waco women prisoners, and the friendly
Waco chief, Acoquash. Three days later, on May 15, the
commission departed, heading for the plains in search of the
wild tribes.esTheir progress was qulte slow because the
Delawares, prepared to trade with the tribes they encoun-
tered, had loaded thelr pack animals heavily.26The Delawares
were later to prove their loyalty to the white men in a time
of great danger, but the commissioners found that their
course was determlined to a certain extent by the trading
interests of the guldes, and Torrey and Eldredge could in no
way move them to the greater speed which they felt necessary

2
because of the approaching date of the council. 7

2Syinfrey, op. cit., pp. 251-252.

26John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 265; and
Letter from J. C. Eldredge to Sam Houston, June 2, 1843,
Wwinfrey, op. cit., pp. 210-211.

27Letter to Sam Houston from J., C, Eldredge in
Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 256, 260-261.
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The commissioners also carriled goods to serve as
gifts to the Comanches. Houston sent Thomas Torrey a
memorandum of the necessary articles for the trip, as
suggested by the Delawares, which included blankets,
vermlilion, fancy calico, cotton bed ticking, black silk
handkerchlefs, fancy shawls, assorted beads, lead, powder,
tin pans, and tin cups.28E1dredge also purchased, from
Torrey and Brothers, two horses for the trip and such
medical supplies as epsom salts, magneslia, pulverlzed
rhubarb, ipecac, calomel, gum opium, blue ointment, and

29

adheslve plaster. “An additional item purchased for the

Journey was a flag palinted by Jeff Wright for the sum of ten
30

dollars.” This must have been the whilte flag borne by the
men to show the Indians that the intent of the party was
peaceful, and it proved to be well worth the price, for,
in deference to the sanctity of the flag of truce, the
Comanche chlef determined to spare the lives of the

31

commissioners.

28w1lliams and Barker, loc. cit.
29Account of Indian Bureau with Torrey and Brothers,
May 5, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 199-200.

3oAccount of Indian Bureau with Jeff Wright, 1in
Winfrey, op. cit., p. 201.

31John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 273.
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The group halted for a few days at an Anadarko
village west of the Trinity River and sent out runners to
invite tribes from the surrounding area to visit them.
Delegations from eleven small tribes responded. Among them
were Wacos, Caddos, Keechls, Delawares, Bedias, Biloxi,
Ionies and a few others, constituting a large assemblage.32
The head chief of the Wacos, Nah-ish-to-wa, came and
accepted the Waco girls whom the Texans had brought.
Although ore of the girls was the chief's niece, both
caused quite 2 scene when the commissloners endeavored to
surrender them, refusing to go with the chief and crying
bitterly. In vain the Texans tried to persuade the girls to
go, and finally, the old chief's patience exhausted, he
informed the girls that they would be taken by force 1if
necessary. They mounted and departed, still lamenting their
fate, but the chilef expressed his gratitude for their
return.33

The next morning all met in a council.BuBee acted as

32Ibid., p. 266; Letter from J. C. Eldredge to Sam
Houston, June 2, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 210-211;
and The Northern Standard Clarksvilléj, September 14, 1843,
p. 1, col. 4.

33Letter to Sam Houston from J. C. Eldredge, December
8, 1843, in Winfrey, op. eit., p. 255.

34Letter from J. C. Eldredge to Sam Houston, June 2,
1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 210-211.
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secretary. The delliberations began with the solemnities of
embracing, smoking, and a wordy exchange of civilities.35The
Keechl chief advanced to the center of the gathering and
motlioned Thomas Torrey, Eldredge, and Bee to approach. The
chief cordially embraced and shook hands with the whlte men,
saying that it was the first time since the war that he had
thus met the white man in friendship.36A series of dialogues
between the Delawares and the chiefs followed, and when
Eldredge finally began to speak to the Indlans, saying that
he was the representative of the president come to speak
Houston's words to them, the interpreter, Jim Shaw, indig-
nantly refused to convey what he consldered to be a lie.37
Back in Washington, Houston had considered commissioning the

38and Shaw and the

Delawares to meet the wild tribes for him,
others had apparently understood that he had done so and
that the white men had come along only to write down an

account of the proceedings. They had belleved that

35John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 266.

36Letter from J. C. Eldredge to Sam Houston in
Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 210-211.

37John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 266; and
Letter to Sam Houston from J. C. Eldredge, December 8,
1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., p. 256.

38John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), 1II, 264.
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Eldredge's commission, attested to by ribbons and seals,
indicated the offlclal capaclty of the Delawares. Only
after Bee haed read the document to them were they convinced
otherwise., Then Shaw sald:
I beg your pardon, Joe, but I have been misled. I
thought the Delawares were to make the treaties.
We will go no farther, but go to our own country,
on the Missourl river--will_start tomorrow, and
will never return to Texas.35
Without their guides, i1t would have been futile for the men
to continue thelr trip; so they made arrangements for some
Anadarkos to gulde them back to the settlements, but by the
next day Shaw and the other Delawares had reconsidered and
agreed to contlinue the journey.4o
On June 3 the party left the village and, follow-
ing the traill of the Santa Fe Expedition, arrived in the
neighborhood of the Tawakonl and Waco villages. Acogquash
went to the nearby village and returned to inform the group
that the chlefs would meet them on the following day.AlThere
was a considerable bustle of activity with courlers pass ng

back and forth between Acoquash and the village. In keeplng

with the ceremonious preparations made by the Indians, the

39

4oIbid.

Ibid., pp. 266-268.

lLetter to Sam Houston from J. C. Eldredge, December
8, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 256-257.
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Texans mounted and rode out to meet the delegation half way,.
Reaching the appointed spot, the white men drew thelr party
up into a line and tried to make as smart an appearance as
possible, In a few minutes they were greeted with a
terrific noise of drums, fifes, and screaming. To the
Texans 1t seemed that the woods were alive with Indians when
the o0ld Tawakonl chief and his one hundred and fifty
warriors came into sight from an opening in the timber. The

Texans were once again embraced by Indian chieftains, and

the smoking of the pipe and the council followed.42

The old chlief seated Thomas Torrey and Eldredge
directly in front of him and spoke:

The ground upon which you sit is my ground, the
water of which you have drunk is my water and
the meat of which you have eaten was mine, and
you have been welcome, rot many times have the
leaves come and gone since I and my people

lived near the wnite man in peace, Had I wished
I could have slain them all. They were weak and
we were strong but I did not want war. Soon the
white man became strong, then he killed my
people, took away our lands and blood was 1in our
path. Treaties of peace were made but were
broken by bad men. I thank the Great Spirit that
nas inclined the Eeart of your great chief
Houston to peace. 5

In a subsequent conversation, after the council had

ad journed, the chief hinted so broadly for a gift of powder

421414., p. 257.

“31p1d., p. 258.
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that the commissloners were obliged to dip into the presents
which were lntended for the Comanches and make him a liberal
gift of powder and lead.44

The commisslon had camped near the Waco village, and
the Delawares announced that, before they could proceed
further, it would be necessary to send out runners to deter-
mine the whereabouts of the Comanches, requiring about
fifteen days.aSThe chief of the assocliate tribes of Tawakoni
and Waco offered to send the runners from his tribes, and
the Texans accepted.46In the meantime Shaw, Conner, and
Second-Eye proposed to go to Warren's Trading House on the
Red River to deposit the peltries which they had acquired on
the trip, iIn order that they would be unencumbered and could
move swiftly when word came as to the location of the
Comanches, The Delawares were to be absent only seven days
at the most, and to insure their quick return, Thomas Torrey

accompanied them.47A report came 1in due time that the

Comanches were located about a twelve day's Journey distant,

4
4Ibid.

45John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, p. 268.

46Letter to Sam Houston from J. C, Eldredge, December
8, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., p. 259.

Ibid.; and John Henry Brown, History of Texas from
1685 to 1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II,
268.
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but Torrey was unable to move the Delawares to the swift
return they had promised. When they did return, sixteen
days had passed. Torrey told his companions that the
Indians had walted to attend a powwow of Delaware chiefs
which met at Warren's,and afterward he observed that Shaw
dictated a letter addressed to the United States Indian
Agent, Butler, but he was unable to discover what it con-
cerned, At Torrey's urging, the guldes promised to leave
after the council, but instead they delayed two more days to
administer medication to a sick squaw, not for love, but for
money, each receiving an exorbltant fee of twenty-five
dollars for the service.48

The group was finally reunlited and traveled another
twenty days bvefore they found the Comanches located flve
hundred miles northwest of the white settlement boundary.49
During this last part of the Journey to the Comanches the
food supplies were completely exhausted and the men depended
entirely upon game, which was fortunately abundant. The

travelers drew near the town of Pahayuca, the head chief of

the Comanches, and waited until a delegation of about filve

8Letter to Sam Houston from J. C., Eldredge, December
8, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 259-260.

49John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 269; and
Koeblg, loc. cit.
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hundred warriors came to invite and escort them into the
town. Pahayuca was absent and would not return for about a
week, but his seven wives prepared a tent for the visitors

50

and made them welcome,” The messengers were received in a
friendly manner, but later learned that the Comanches
distrusted them and that they were belng held prisoner until
a war council would decide their fate.51
Pahayuca returned on August 8 and greeted his guests
courteously, but revealed nothing of his disposition toward
thelir mission. The next day a hundred warriors met in
council. Torrey and his companions were not invited, but
they did not realize immediately that it was thelr own life
or death which the council deliberated. After a few hours
had passed with the Indians in council, the Texans had theilr
first inkling of their peril. A committee from the council
confronted them with the charge that, while visiting in the
Waco villages, they had given polson to the Wacos. Word of
this treachery, the Indians sald, had reached them from the
Wacos. The commissioners were able to refute the charge

successfully by calling the Waco chief Acoquash, who still

accompanied them, to testify in their behalf, pointing out

50John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 269.

i

Xoebig, loc. cit.
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that they had cured the old chief's squaw, not poisoned
her.SZWhile the party had tarried in the Waco village, Bee
had administered Jalap and rhubard to the ailing squaw,SBand
now the men had reason to be very glad, indeed, that she had
recovered.,

More alarming than the charges brought against Torrey
and his friends was a warning received from a Negro prisoner
held by the Comanches., The man understood only a little of
the Comanche language, but he told the commissioners that
the councll was deciding whether they should live or die,
and that thelr chances did not appear to be good. The
Texans immedlately sent for the Delawares and asked them if
it were true, but the gulides denlied the story and reassured
themn, Less than an hour later, one of the Delaware hunters
came to warn the white men that the Comanches were golng to
k11l them, and Torrey and Eldredge agaln summoned their
guldes and demanded to know the truth. Shaw then replied
that he had lied, hoping to spare them as long as possible
from knowing of their peril, but the truth was that the

council was unanimously clamoring for the death of the white

men, All of the chiefs who had a right to speak had already

52John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 270.

5%

Ibid., p. 268.
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spoken, favoring execution, with the sole exception of
Pahayuca, who was yet to speak, No one knew his opinion in
the matter, and Shaw doubted that he had enough influence to
save the white men even if he were so disposed. Shaw and
Conner said that they had done all that they could, even
telling the council that they would die with the white men,
for they had promised the White Father that they would care
for his messengers and never return without them.saAcoquash
had been equally loyal, coming at noon, with tears in his
eyes, to tell them that they would be put to death.SSThe
Waco chief had plead for the lives of the white man, saying
that they were messengers of peace under the protection of
the white flag, and to kill them would be to provoke the
wrath of the Great Spirit, but the Comanches had been un-
moved, and Acogquash, too, swore to die with Thomas Torrey
and the others.56

The prisoners declided upon the only course of action
left them. ZEach had two plstols, and they intended, when

the Comanches should come for them, that each would kill an

Indian with one pistol and use the other on himself to

Ibid., pp. 270-271.
551p1d., p. 271; and Koebig, loc. cit.

56John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 271.
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escape torture. From noon to four o'clock not a word was
spoken in the council.57The men sat through the long after-
noon, a pistol in each hand, awaiting thelr sentence. At
four o'clock they heard the volce of Pahayuca as he ad-
dressed the councll, but they could understand nothing of
what he said.58Then other voices rang out, and occasionally
they heard the volices of the Delawares. A little later
there was a confusion of sounds, and the friends thought

59

that thelr end was a2t hand.””John Torrey's story of what

happened next, as told by newspaper editor Ernst Koeblg,

recounts that

There came what was for them a ghastly sllence which
was interrupted by thelr old friend, Acoquash,
plunging into the tent, tearful and unable to

speak., All three had Jjumped up, cocked pistols

in hand, for they believed theilr friend had

come, as he had promised, to die with them. 60
Tnen came the Delaware guldes crying, "Saved!"

Pale and silent, the friends, red men and white, fell to

57
58

Ibid., p. 272; and Koebig, loc. cilt.

Koeblig, loc. cit.

59Jo’nn Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 272.

oTranslatlon from the German of "Lebenslauf Skizze,"
Koebig, loc. cit. This source mentions only three white men
in the party, Eldredge, Bee, and John Torrey. John Torrey
told the story to editor Koebig forty-four years after 1t
happened and after Taomas Torrey's death. The omisslion of
Thomas could have been an oversight or the fault of John
Torrey's memory after so long a time, but his other detalls
coincide well with other accounts of the Journey.
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earth, each glving thanks without words for his
deliverance.6l

Pahayuca had spoken for their llves, espousing the
cause of mercy and the sanctity of the white flag, and his
will had been followed by 2 small majority of the
warriors.62After dark the Texans heard the volce of Pahayuca
spoken 1n tones of command. The interpreters told them that
the great chief was warning the Comanches that the white men
were under his protection and that death would be the

63

penalty for doing them harm. “The Comanche chief had one
hundred of his warrlors surround the Texans's tent for their
protection.éaThe next morning, the white men were invited to
the council and there they conveyed Houston's message of
friendship and invitation to the great council at Bird's
Fort. The appointed date of the council was already at
hand, but the Texans suggested sending runners back to have
the council delayed. The Comanches declined the invitation

to the great council, but entered into a temporary treaty

of peace with the Texans, which Eldredge and Pahayuca

61

Koeblg, loc. cit.
62Ibid.; and John Henry Brown, History of Texas from
1685 to 1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II,
272"273 .

63
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. Ibid.; and Koeblg, loc. cilt.
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signed for thelr respective nations and Thomas Torrey
witnessed.65The commlssloners distributed the presents
brought for the Comanches and prepared for the ceremony of
returning the Comanche children, Maria and William Hockley,
to thelir people.66

The Comanche girl had not been at all eager to return
to the Indians, and her delivery was a heartbreaking experi-
ence for the commissioners. She was only eleven or twelve
years of age, and during her stay among the white people,
she completely forgot the Comanche language. The boy, who
was not auch older than Maria, still retained his knowledge
of his native tongue and had quickly reverted to the
Indian's style of dress after leaving the settlements, but
he too exhlbited some shyness of the Comanches.67Throughout
the long trip, Maria's mood had changed to despalr whenever
a report came that the Comanches might be near. When the
likelihood of finding her people seemed remote, her rellef

and Joy were evident from her demeanor. When the commission

65Armistice Signed by Comanche and J. C. Eldredge,
August 9, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 228-229.

66John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, pp. 273-
274,

67John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 264; and
J. W. Wilbarger, Indian Depredations in Texas (Austin:
Hutchings Printing House, 1889), pp. 186-188.
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finally reached Pahayuca's village, the child tried to avoid

notice and kept as close as possible to the men who had
brought her. However, her appearance caused a great
sensatlion, for the Comanches recognized her as the daughter
of their former head chief who had died in battle with the
Texans in 1840, She was, in fact, the royal princess,
No-sa-co-o0i-ash, but this good fortune was of no comfort to
Maria. Bill also kept close to the commissioners, and,
although he knew the Comanche language, refused to utter a
word to his people until the great chief Pahayuca returned
to the village and greeted the boy in the unmistakable tone
of authority. Bill answered at once, and thereafter the boy
was truly a Comanche again and returned to the white men
only when he was needed to take part in the ceremony of his
return to the tribve.

The commissioners took some pains to clothe and
ornament Maria for the ceremony, painting her face and
adorning ner with beads as befitted a Comanche princess.
Torrey and his companions even taxed their 1ngenuity to make
a dress of flaming-red calico for the child. Her hair was
plaited smoothly and decorated with ribbon, and she wore a
wreath of wild flowers on her head.sBWhen the time came to

hand her over to the Comanches, all of the men, including

81114., pp. 188-189.
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even the Delawares, were moved to tears.égEldredge spoke a
few appropriate words and attempted to place the hands of
the two children in the hand of the chlef, but Maria broke
away, begging her friend not to give her to the Indians.
The child had lived in the home of some white settlers since
her capture and had learned to feel the same fear that the
settlers felt of the Comanches., After a consultation with
his companions, Eldredge asked the chief to give him the
child and promised to care for her as long as he lived, but
the chief refused. In her adult years she served her people
as interpreter in thelr councils with the white man, but the
last thing that the commlssioners heard as they left the
Comanche vlllage were the sobs of the unwilling princess.'-(O

Knowing that Houston would be disappointed and
impatient if they did not return before the councill
ad journed, the Texans decided to separate for the return
trip, with Eldredge and Bee striking a direct course to
Bird's Fort, guided by Jim Second-Eye. Torrey volunteered
to take the slower route and gather up the Indians whom they
had met earlier on their journey and bring them in to the

council. Jim Shaw and John Conner accompanled Torrey.

69John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Louls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 274,

7
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Thomas Torrey was anxlious to get back to the settlements
after hils long absence and told Eldredge that he would make

71The men

every effort to hasten the Indlans along the way.
started thelr Journey homeward with the knowledge that their
nission had been largely successful, Although the Comanches
had refused to attend the great council, they had declared
tnemselves friends of the Texans and promised to come in the
next year and make a2 formal peace treaty with the
republic.72

The Indian agent reached Bird's Fort safely with a

73and, soon after his return, went out

delegation of Indians,
agaln on a business trip to locate a site for a new trading
house. He was accompanied by George Barnard, who had been
a fellow member of the Santa Fe Expedition and was associ-
ated with the firm of Torrey and Brothers., On the return

trip 2long the Brazos, Thomas Torrey sickened and, on

4
September 28, 1843, died.7 Many months of his brief three

71John Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to
1892 (St. Leouls: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 275; and
Letter to Sam Houston from J. C. Eldredge, December 8,
1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., p. 273.

72Armist1ce signed by Comanches and J. C. Eldredge,
August 9, 1843, in Winfrey, op. cit., pp. 228-229.

73John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas
(St. Louls: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, Becktold Printing
and Mfg. Co. Binders, L. E. Daniel Publisher), pp. 94-95.

T4

Webb (ed.), et al., loc. cit.
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years as a Texan were spent in service to his new country,
first on the Santa Fe Expeditlion and then on the Journey to
the Comanches. Through the efforts of Thomas S. Torrey and
Joseph C. Eldredge, Houston's message of peace and friend-
ship reached the Comanches, and a perliod of peace came to

the bleeding frontier.



CHAPTER V
JAMES NASH TORREY

In 1841, when James Nash Torrey was twenty years of
age, he left his native Connecticut for Texas, whence he had
been preceded by his brothers, John, David, and Thomas.l
Historlan Jokn Henry Brown remembered James Torrey as a
gallant and estimable young man, possessing both social and
soldierly virtues.2 James's soldierly qualities came to the
fore the year after he came to Texas, when he volunteered
for what later became known as the Mier Expedition.3 On this
military venture, James fared even worse than his brother,
Thomas, had on the Santa Fe Expedition the previous year.

However, as Thomas J. Green, a fellow member of the Mier

lJohn Henry Brown, History of Texas from 1685 to 1892
(St. Louis: Becktold and Company, 1893), II, 278.

2John Henry Brown, Indlan Wars and Pioneers of Texas
(St. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, Becktold Printin
and Book Mfg. Co. Binders, L. E. Daniell, Publisher n.d. ),
pp. 94-95.

3Jacob F. Wolters, Dawson's Men and the Mier

Expedition (Houston: The Union National Bank, 1927), p. 1l;
D. W. C. Baker, A Texas Scrap-Book (New York: A. S. Barnes
and Company, 1875), p. 129; A, J. Sowell, Rangers and
Pioneers of Texas (San Antonio: Sheppard Bros. and Co.,
Printers and Binders, 1884), p. 43; Affidavit of James
Torrey's Service on Mier Expedition, signed by Ben T. H1ll,
Ad jutant General, September 9, 1850, and Willliam Ryan,
Company Commander, September 24, 1850, in Archives Divisilon,

xas State Library, Austin, Texas; The Northern Standard

Clarksville ], July 5, 1845, p. 1, col. 3; and Iexas
National Register [Washington |, June 19, 1845, p. 2, col. 2.
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group, said, James Torrey was "qulte a youth, but in spirit
a giant," and he bore his misfortune stoically.4

After the Santa Fe Expedition, the Mexlcans made
retaliatory raids in Texas, and the Mler Expedition grew out
of the Texan counteraction. In January, 1842, General
Mariano Arista addressed a statement to the people of Texas,
threatening Mexlican invasion. The statement reached Texas
about the same time as the news of the fate of the Santa Fe
Expedition. The Texans, especlally those who had relatives
among the Santa Fe prisoners, were incensed. In March,
1842, wnhen a small force of Mexicans captured San Antonio,
held it a few days, and withdrew, the Texans were greatly

2 When

alarmed, and there was a strong demand for actlon.
that action finally came, James Torrey was a part of 1t, and
the sincerity of his feeling for the Texan cause 1s apparent
from hils determination not to turn back until the Texans had
struck 2 blow in vengeance, Texan volunteers converged on
San Antonlo, chose General Edward Burleson as thelr

conmander, and proposed to march on Mexico. Houston, who

apparently wanted to avoild battle with Mexico 1f possilble,

4Thomas J. Green, Journal of the Texian Expedition
Against lMler (New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers,
1845), p. 172.

5Louis J. Wortham, A History of Texas from lilderness
to Commonwealth (Fort Worth: Wortham-Molyneaux Company, 192%4)

IV, pp. 92-93.
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sent General Alexander Somerville to command the force. It
was customary for the volunteers to choose their leader and
they refused to accept Somerville's authority. Burleson
disbanded his a2rmy and returned to his home. Texas did not
send a force against Mexico until after the Mexicans
captured San Antonio 2 second time. In September Mexican
troops under the command of General Adrian Woll held San
Antonio briefly, this time taking Texan prisoners when they
retreated. Contributing to the wrath aroused in the Texans
was a force of about four hundred Mexicans that intercepted
a small group of Texan volunteers led by Nicolas Dawson
headed for San Antonio. Despite the attempt of the Texans
to surrender, the Mexicans kept up their artillery fire
until almost all of Dawson's men were dead. Thils time there
was no holding the Texans back, and Houston agaln dispatched
Somerville to San Antonio to take charge of the volunteers
gathering there. But Somerville was in no great hurry to
pursue the retreating WO11.6

James Torrey was mustered into Captain William Ryan's
company as a2 private on October 17, 1842, furnishing his own
horse and equipment.7 There was some delay before young

Torrey was to have a chance, as he expressed 1t, to fight

6Ibld., pp. 93-98.

7Affidav1t of James Torrey's Service on Mier
Expedition, loc. cit.
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for the glory of his country,Bfor it was mid-November before
Somerville led hils seven-hundred-and-fifty-man army out of
San Antonlo, and it was late December before the determined
core of the force engaged the Mexicans in battle.9 Supplies
for the army were scanty, and the route by which Somerville
chose to reach the border, whether by accident or design,
led through the difficult and discouraging terrain of a
swampy area known as Devil's Bog. The mounts frequently
sank into the mire belly deep. But despite the discomforts,
Torrey and his fellow soldlers were not easily disheartened.

On December 7, the column reached the vicinity of
Laredo and the men expected to attack that city, but
Somerville did not order his men across the Rlo Grande.
Only the irrepressible Thomas Green and a few others crossed
the river and planted a Texas flag at a little place called
Galveston. Somerville marched his army around for approxil-
mately a week, crossing the border once for a short whille;
then he ordered the men to return to their homes.

James Torrey and some three hundred other volunteers
refused to march home. They elected Willliam S. Fisher to
lead them and proceeded down the Rio Grande to the hills

opposite the Mexican town of Mler. There they established

8Wolters, loc. cit.; and Thomas J. Green, loc. clt.

g

Wolters, op. cit., pp. 6-7.
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camp. A patrol determined that there were no soldiers in
Mier, and the Texans, who were in need of provisions,
marched into the town. The alcalde surrendered promptly and
unconditionally, and promised to send food supplies to the
Texans. While the Texans waited for the supplies, the
exlcan General Ampudia moved into the area with a large
force. A Texan patrol reported the presence of Ampudia's
troops, and the Texans, under the cover of darkness, moved
against Mier immediately, leaving thirty men to guard their
camp.loThe volunteers had a bdbrush with enemy lookouts about
a mile from the river,llbut they pushed on into the town,
driving Ampudia's men before them. In Mier the volunteers
nade contact with the main body of the Mexican soldiers, and
fighting raged in the streets. The Mexicans had artillery
set up in the plaza, and this became the objectlive of the
Texans, who broke into a2 bullding at the end of a block and
made thelr way toward the plaza by going from one bulldlng
to the next through the adobe walls until they reached the
last bullding, fronting on the square. The Texan riflemen

dealt heavily with the artillery forces in the plaza. The

lOIbid., p. 7; and William P. Stapp, The Prisoners of

rote: A Journal Kept by the Author, Who Was Captured by
he [Mexicans at bier December 25, 1842, a2nd Released from
erote May 16, 1844 (Pniladelphia: G. B. Zieber and Company,
¢45), p. 32.
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battle went so badly for the Mexlicans that Ampudia was on
the point of retreating from the town, but he made one last
attempt to hold out by sending a Texan prisoner to the
invaders under a white flag with the false information that
thelr positlon was hopeless because Ampudia had been
substantially re-enforced and more help was on the way.
After much debating, a part of the men decilded to
surrender.l2Fisher was of the opinion that 1f they chose to
fight thelr way out, probably no more than a third of them
would reach the border. Some of the men still favored
taking their chances in battle, recalling the fate of the
Santa Fe prisoners and of Dawson's men, but when half of
thelir comrades filed out to the plaza and laid down their
arms, the remainder had little choice.l3The reaction of
these dle-hards was described by Green:

In the countenances of those whom Colonel Fisher's
speech did not induce to surrender, were disappoint-
ment, sorrow, rage: many shed tears, some swore,
while others maintained a sullen determination,
which showed that they were prepared for the

worst .14

From several Texans whom the Mexicans had captured earller

in the battle, the Texans learned that Ampudia was prepared

1QWOlters, op. cit., pp. 7-8.

13Green, op. cit., pp. 164-165.

41y44., p. 103.
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to retreat from the city had they refused to surrender.15

Of the 261 Texans who had taken part in the battle,
ten were killed and 23 wounded. The Mexican force had been
2,340 in number and thelr casualties were, according to
Anpudia's official report, 430 killed and 230 seriously
wounded. Perhaps thelr near victory over the numerically
superior force revived the confidence of the Texans, for
they began at once to plan an escape. OCn thelr long march
toward Mexico City, they watched for thelr opportunity.
After six weeks, the time came. ZEarly in the morning on
February 11, at the Hacienda del Salado, the prisoners made
thelr break, rushing and overpowering their guards and
selzing rifles and horses. Several of the Texans were
killed in the escape, but James Torrey came through the
skirmish safely. The Texans rode furiously for the border,
but made the mistake of leaving the main road in an attempt
to avoid Mexlioan soldliers. They were soon lost and wlthout
food or water. When their horses broke down, the men
slaughtered them, ate the flesh and drank the blood to
quench their thirst. They continued on foot, finally even
abandoning theilr weapons for lack of strength to carry them.
Some of the men formed search parties which went off in

several direction, trying to find water. The Texans

lSStapp, op. eit., p. 37.
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wandered for six days and nights without water. Some went
mad and others died.lson February 18, 1843, the main body of
men spotted a campfire, and, thinking it was a signal from
one of the searcn partles, stumbled into the camp of a
Mexican patrol.lTTorrey was not taken with this group. He
must have been on one of the search parties. Five of the
escapees actually reached Texas. The others who survived
were hunted down and brought in.lBYouth and a strong,
healthy constitution stood Torrey in good stead, for he
survived almost two weeks longer 1in the wilds, only to be
recaptured and placed in irons with the rest of hils
companions on March 3.19

Two hundred and four Texans had escaped from the
Hacienda del Salado, but when the Mexlicans finished rounding
up the prisoners, there were only one hundred and seventy,
death having claimed most of the missing men. The prisoners
were returned to Salado, where they learned that one-tenth
of them would be shot by order of Santa Anna. In the center

of the plaza, the Mexlcans placed an earthen Jar contalning

one hundred and seventy beans, seventeen of which were black,

16wOlters, op. cit., pp. 9-10.
17

p. 10.
18

Green, op. cit., pp. 164-165; and Wolters, op. cit.,

— —

Wolters, op. cit., p. 10.
Bes

19

Green, op. cit., p. 167.
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the rexz2inder white. The Texans drew lots to see who should
die.gOA handkerchlef was folded over the mouth of the jar to
conceal the color of the beans,eland each of the Texans
approached the Jar and drew in turn as their names were
called, until all of the black beans were drawn. When James
Torrey's turn came to draw, he dipped into the jar and drew
the death symbol.22Torrey sald that he had fought for the
glory of hils country and that he was wllling to die for her
glory. He turned to a Mexican officer and said, "After the
battle of San Jacinto, my family took one of your prisoner
youths, ralilsed and educated him, and this 1is our requital."23
The executlion took place immediately after the drawing. The

seventeen were divided into two parties and first nine, then

4
eight were lined up and shot.2 The next day, when the

20
Wolters, op. cit., p. 10; and Green, op. git.,

—_—

p. 169.

213tapp, op. zit., p. T2.

22Hubert Howe, History of Texas and the North Mexlcan

States (San Francisco: The History Company, Publishers,
1890), II, 368; Homer S. Thrall, A Pictorial History of
Texas from the Earliest Visits of European Adventurers to
E.D. 1879 (St. Louis: N. D. Tnompson and Company, 1879),

p. 331; The Northern Standard [ Clarksville |, February 10,
1844, p. 1, col. 2; Stapp, opn. cit., p. T4; and Green, OD.
cit., p. 444,

23
24

Wolters, op. elt., p+ 1l.
T -

Stapp, op. cit., p. 73.
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prisoners were removed from Salado, they saw the corpses
still lying where they had fallen.25

During the Mexican war, duty led General Walter P.
Lane and his regiment of rangers past the Hacilenda del
Salado. He stopped long enough to make the Mexicans dig up
the remains of the seventeen executed Texans and pack them
on nules. Those relics were transported to La Grange, where
tney were interred with honor and ceremony on Monument

2111.2%m

1s cemetery of heroes 1s also the final resting
place of Thomas Torrey.

Janmes Torrey left no will, but in 1850, John F.
Torrey recelved, for the estate of James Torrey, about six
hundred dollars as pay due the deceased brother for military
service on tne Mier Expedition.28In 1852 John Torrey, as
administrator of the estate petitioned Theodore Koester,

Comal County Judge, for the government lands due James in

Srd. . v, TS,

26J. H. Wilbarger, Indian Depredations in Texas
(Austin: Hutchings Printing House, 1889), p. 551; L. R.
Weyland and H. Wade, History of Early Fayette County (La
Grange, Texas: La Grange Journal Plant, 1936), p. 173;
William S. Speer and John Henry Brown (eds.), Encyclopedia
of the New West (Marshall, Texas: The United States
Biograpnical Fublishing Company, Hodge and Jennings Bros.,
Proprietors, 188l1), p. 311l.

7

28Affidavit of James Torrey's Service on Miler
Expedition, loc. cit.

Williams and Brown (eds.), loc. cit.
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consideration for his military service. The heirs of the
estate were Jacecdb N. Torrey, father, and brothers Abraham,

- 29
Tudor, George, and John.

29
1852.

Com2l County Probate File Number 103, February 11,



CHAPTER VI
JOEN F. TORREY'S NEW BRAUNFELS YEARS

The Houston merchant and Indian trader, John Torrey,
btecame a prominent figure in the German community of New
Braunfels. EKe made his home there for many years, concen-
trating his abundant energy upon his business ventures in
that town.l Torrey considered that his residence in New
Braunfels began in the year 1846,2but for several years
after that he continued his Indian trade and other busi-
nesses 1n the state. John Torrey, whom Brown called "the

"3was well known for that

personification cf enterprise,
characteristic and for his great energy.4 He demonstrated
both of these gqualities during his New Braunfels years.

Torrey first went to New Braunfels in connection with the

Torrey Company contract to transport settlers from the coast

lOscar Haas, "John Torrey Figured in Local Wartime
Economic Struggle," New Braunfels Herald, December 11, 1962.

2Deposition of John F. Torrey in the case of Clemens,
Blum, and Runge vs. Landa, December 10, 1882, entry 2 (Oscar
Haas Archives, New Braunfels).

3John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas
(St. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, Becktold Printing
and Mfg. Co. Binders, L. E. Daniell, Publisher [n.d]),
pp. 94-95.

L

L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its Men ([n.p.]
L. E. Daniell, Publisher,[n.d.]), pp. 749-752; Dallas Herald,
Auvgust 31, 1872, p. 1, coXl. 67 and John F. Torrey Papers
(MS5. in Archives Collection, University of Texas Library).
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to the town site.5 The trading house which he established
there and his first grist mill were among the early busi-
nesses of the community.6 In 1851 he married Laura Dittmar,
the daughter of a New Braunfels ploneer family.7 On the
Comal River he built and twice restored 2 mill and began the
first mechanized industry in the state.8 Torrey's Comal
River industries were important in the local struggle for
eccenomic survival during the Civil ‘.\’ar.9

In 1844 Baron von Meusebach, the representative of
the Verein, the German organization which promoted the
establishment of New Braunfels, made a contract with the
Torrey brothers to transport the German immigrants from
Indianola to the settlement location. This agreement
brought John Torrey to the town site with the first settlers

in 1845 or soon after their arrival.loHe sold his teams and

5Ernst Koeblg, "Lebenslauf Skizze," Neu-Braunfelser
Zeitung, Januery 27, 1887, p. 2.

Ibid.; and Haas, loc. cit.

7Haas, loc. cit.; and Comal County Marrlage Records,
December 10, 1851, Vol. A, p. 232.

8Daniell, loc. cit.; Charles Merrit Barnes, Combats
and Conquests of Immortal Heroes (San Artonio: Guessaz and
Ferlet Company, 1910), p. 261; and Walter P. Webd (ed.), et
2l., The Handbook of Texas (Austin: The Texas State
Historical Aszociation, 1952), II, 790.

9

Haas, loc. clt.

lOKoebig, loc. cit.; Haas, loc. cit.; Daniell, loc.
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wagons to the Verein and established a trading house and

general merchandise store, which he operated first at the

corner of San Antonio and Hill Streets on what was known as

+

the Blessing lot and later, in 1847, moved to a lot on the

C

town square. The agreement which Torrey made for the use of
the Blessling lot must have been verbal, for there is no
record of his lease of the lot. The exact date of the
establishment of the store is unknown, but the original
owner of the lot, Eenry Blessling, purchased it in 1846.ll
Torrey employed George Pfeuffer, who later became a state
senator, as a clerk in the trading house.l2Torrey also built
a horse-powered mill, which was completed in time to grind
the settlers's first crop of corn. The charge for grinding
the corn was ten cents a bus‘nel.13

In May, 1847, Torrey leased a lot on the plaza from

Penelope Hunter for thirty dollars a year. He was to have

cit.; John F. Torrey Papers (MS. in Archives Collectlon,
University of Texas Library); and Torrey Family Documents
(Mrs. Curtis T. Vaughan, San Antonio, Texas), Bilographical
Sketch of John Torrey, by his son, Henry Torrey.

llKoebig, loc. cit.; and Oscar Haas, "Torrey Builds
Store on Plaza, Grist-Saw Mill on Comal River," New
Braunfels Herald, December 25, 1962.

12Koebig, loc., cit.; and L. E. Danlell, Types of
Successful Men of Texas (Austin: E. von Boeckman, Printer,
1890), p. 575.

13Koebig, loc. cit.
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the privilege, at the termination of the lease, to remove
the store which he prorosed to bulld there or sell to Mrs.
Hunter at 1its appraised value. Mrs. Hunter stipulated that
the lot should not be sublet without her permission and
should not be used for a tavern or boarding house.lAThe
bullding which Torrey ccnstructed stood on the lot until
1929.1°

John Torrey's next vénture in New Braunfels was to
utllize the water power of the Comal for a grist and saw
mill. On January 1, 1848, he leased and later purchased
almost two acres of land at the juncture of the Coma2al River
and the Comal Creek, designated lot No. 300. Hermann Spiess,
as agent for the Verein, turned the lot over to Torrey for a
five-year period at a rental fee of seventy-five dollars a
year. The lease provided that Torrey could bdbuild a mill on
the river, at or ncar the fa2lls. If he so chose, Torrey
had the rignt to terminate the lease at the end of one year,
and if the Verein wished to reclaim the land at the end of
the five years, he cculd remove the mill which he was to

erect there or sell 1t to the organization. Otherwise he

14Comal County Deed Records, May, 1847, Vol. A, p.

300.

15Oscar Hazs, "Torrey Signs with Emigration Soclety
to Build Mill on Comal," New Braunfels Herald, Januvary 1,
1963.
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was to have the priviledge of continuing his lease at a rent
equal to any highest offer which the Verein might receive.16

On the same day that he leased the mill site, Torrey
entered an agreement with Willis E. Parks. Parks agreed to
put up one-third of the capital necessary for the construct-

lon of 2 grist and saw mill for a one-third interest in the

ct

concerr, including the lease, and he was to receive one-

third of the profits. Torrey was to furnish the renaining
two-thlrds of the capital for that proportion of the busi-
ness and 1lts profits. Thils agreement was not filed with

County Clerk, Conrad Seabaugh, until six months 1ater,17
when George Stebbins bought interest in the mill.lBTorrey
and Parks bullt a three-story frame buildinglgand, in the

spring of 1848, completed a

16Ibid.; and Comal County Deed Records, January 1,

1848, Vol. A, p. 192.
1y

Ps 252.

Comal County Deed Records, June 27, 1848, Vol. 4,

18George Stebbins, who, according to the 1850 Comal
County Census Report, came from John Torrey's native state
of Connecticut, was probadbly related to the Torreys. Thomas
Torrey's middle name was Stebbins, and it was apparently the
custon of John's parents to bestow family surnames as middle
names for their sons. David Torrey's middle name, Kilburn,
was hils mother's maiden name. A younger brother, George,
had the middle name, Bicknell, which was the maiden name of
his paternal grandmother.

19Oscar Haas, "Torrey Grist, Saw Mill Burns in 1861
Fire; Rebullt in Stone," New Braunfels Herald, January 29,

1963.
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dam across the river below which the turbine water wheels
were installed.

Stebbins purchased lot No. 300 upon which Torrey's
mill stood on May 22, 1848, from Gustavus Schleicher,
trustee for the Verein, for $1,000, subject, however, to the
terms of Torrey's five year lease, dating from January 1,
1848.210n June 27, 1848, Torrey surrendered his lease on the
lot to Stebbins for $2,000 and also granted him the use of

-1
o

(0]

mills, dams, water courses, and other improvements for

he remainder of the unexpired term of the lease.ggstebbins

ct
o

bought Parks's third interest in the plant in October, 1848,

2
for 81,326.5°

Stebbins 21so became a partner in Torrey's New
Braunfels trading house. Both Stebbins and Torrey's names
appeared on the lease agreement when the store was rented to
George H. Judson24and Moses Campbell in 1850 for three

hundred dollars a year.25

20John F. Torrey Deposition, op. cit., entry 4.

21
Pe 25)

Comal County Deed Records, May, 1848, Vol. 4,

22Comal County Deed Records, June 27, 1848, Vol. A,
p. 253.

23
p. 525.

24The Comal County 1850 Census Report lists Judson as
a native of Connecticut.

25
Ps 273,

Comal County Deed Records, October, 1848, Vol. A,

Comal County Deed Records, October, 1850, Vol. 3B,



Torrey apparently maintained some interest in the
mill. In a sworn statement some years later, he said that
while others had been assoclated with him and shared
interest in the mill and factories from time to time, he
had, from the time of the construction of the mill in 1848
until its final destruction in 1872, always reserved to
himself the sole responsibility for the supervision of its

operation.26He stated that he had rented the mill from 1848

to 1851 or 1852,27and on another occasion he said that
Walter A. Andross and Henry Abell were the persons who had
rented the mill from him during this time.2800mal County
records show that Stebbins entered into a contract or lease
with Andross and Abell, renting the Torrey mill to the two
men for a ten year term, ending May 1, 1859, in return for
which Stebbins was to receive one-half of the profits of
the mill,29but Andross and Abell did not operate it for the
entire length of the contract.

Andross had been an employee of Torrey and Brothers

26John F. Torrey Deposition, op. cit., entry 1l.

27Ibid.
28Koeb1g, loc. cit. Both Andross and Abell are

listed as natives of Connecticut in the 1850 census.

29Comal County Deed Records, May 1, 1849, Vol. A,
p. 500.
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in Houston in 1845. On May 18, 1849, John Torrey, as
agent-in-fact for David K. Torrey and John F. Torrey of tae
firm of Torrey and Brothers, gave Andross his power-of
attorney with full power of substitution to perform all acts
pertaining to the business of the firm or the businesses of
John Torrey which were not connected with the firm.BOShcrtly
afterward Torrey made the trip to Califorrnia mentioned in
Chapter III. It could have been the discovery of gold which
lured John Torrey to California, but when he left Texas in
September, 1849, he did not plan to go 21l the way to

California. He and a Mr. Nugent, a correspondent for the

New York Herald, had planned to observe a peace talk between

Ranger Captain Hays and a group of Indians some distance
west of E1l Paso. Although Hays's party intended to go on to
California, Torrey and Nugent had made arrangements for a
gulde to bring them back to Texas and expected to be gone no
more than twenty-five deys, but they did not return as

1
expected.3 Torrey went through to

30
p. 506.

3lJo‘nn Henry Brown, Life and Times of Henry Smith the
First American Governor of Texas (Dallas: A. D. Aldridge and
Company, Stereotypers, Printers and Binders, 1887), p. 378;
and Telegraph and Texas Register [Houston ], February 17,
1850, p. 7, col. 1.

Comal County Deed Records, May 18, 1849, Vol. A,




California,jgbut he was back in New Braunfels by October,

When Torrey returned from California in 1850 he began
the first factory in the state:

Industrial pursuits on any larger scale outside
of manual handiwork of tradesmen were not yet known
in Texas. The first factory of any consideration,
as far as history is concerned, was erected at New
Braunfels by J. F. Torrey in 1850. This was a
door, sash and blind factory of some magnitude,
considering those days. The factory was a three-
story frame building, the power furnished by the
Coral, which river was dammed so as to furnish
sufficient power for even greater establishments
than were brought into use in 1850.34

Torrey added the sash factory to the already existing mill

plant.35

Frederick Law Olmstead, who traveled through Texas
and stopped at New Braunfels about this time, mentioned in
his account the sash and blind factory under construction by
two New England men who also planned to build a cotton
factory. Olmstead also noted that Sunday was strictly

observed as a day of rest by the German community, with all

stores, except for one owned by a New Englander, remaining

32Koebig, loc. cib.

33
Pe 273.

34L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its Men ([(n.p)
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, Ep.di]), pP. 149-752.

33Koebig, loc, clts

Comal County Deed Records, October, 1850, Vol. B,
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36 :
closed all day.” The factory was apparently successful, and

rlans were underway to enlarge the operation in 1854 when

Torrey took complete controcl of the project.37

Stebbins's
reason for withdrawing could have been 11l health, for he
died about two years later.BSProperty listed in the 1854
transaction between Stebbins and Torrey included the sash
machine and all the 1mplements and tools used in its opera-
tion, 21l stock, finished and unfinished, the turning lathe,
2ll accounts due to the sash works, all of the machinery of
the grist and saw mills and a2ll of the timber purchased for
the enlargement of the building.ngfter Stebbins's death,
Torrey purchased, from the administrator of the estate, 2
lease wnich his former partner had held on what was known as

4
the Veramendi labor of land. OThis one hundred-and-seventy-

seven acre plece of land was located directly across the

56Frederick Law Olmstead, A Journey Through Texas
(New Yor%: Mason Brothers, 18615, pp. 178, 181.

Comal County Deed Records, March, 1854, Vol. E, p.
194; and William S. Speer and Jonn Henry Brown (eds.),
Encyclopedia of the New West (Marshall, Texas: The United
States Biograpnical Publisning Company, Hodge and Jennings
Bros., Proprietors, 1881), pp. 583-584.

38
P. 462.

39Co:nal County Deed Records, March, 1854, Vol."E{
p. 194; and Oscar Haas, "Early Mill Has Three Owners, New
Braunfels Herald, January 15, 1963.

Comal County Deed Records, July, 1856, Vol. P,

4oComal County Deed Records, July, 1856, Vol. P,
P 462
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Comal from Torrey's mill. It 1s possible that Torrey was
anticipating even greater expansion in the future.

The year after he began the sash factory, Torrey wed
nineteen-year-old Laura Dittmar, the eldest daughter of Carl
Ditt:ar.AIAt the time of the marriage, the Dittmars lived in
Guadalupe County, but Laura had come originally from Hesse-
Darmstadt, Germany.AzThe couple were married on December 10,
1851, by Chief Justice Theodore Koester, who had come with
the first settlers to the German community, serving as the
chief medical officer of the colony.43The Torrey's first
child, Zmma, was born in 1854, and a son, John, was born in
1857. These two children and five more--Edward, Henry,
Adela, Rose, and Cornelia--were still living at the time of
45

John Torrey's death in 1893. “There were four other

children, 211 boys, who died very young.46

41Comal County Marriage Records, Vol. A, p. 232; and

Barnes, loc. cit.

42Comal County 1860 Census Report; and Comal County
Marriage Records, Vol. 4, p. 232.

43Ibid., and L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its
Men [? p:] L. E. Daniell, Publisher [@ d:]), PP. (49-752.

44Comal County 1860 Census Report.

45Barpes, loc. cit.; and John F. Torrey FPapers (MS.
in Archives Collection, University of Texas Library),
Obituary Notice.,

46Letter from John F. Torrey to Joseph Faust, October
20, 1886 (Oscar Haas Archives, New Braunfels).
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In 1854 John Torrey's father, Jacob Nash Torrey and
his three younger brothers--Tudor, Abe, and George--came to
New Eraunfels.47Abe and the father remained in New Braunfels
and were listed in the 1860 Comal census as residents in
John Torrey's home. When the Civil War came, two of John's
brothers, Tudor and Abe, volunteered and fought for the
Confederacy with the Comal County infantry company.ASJohn
Torrey was comalssioned in 1862 as Commissary of Subsistence
in the Thirty-First Brigade with the rank of major.49What-
ever the duties of the Subsistence Commissary, they
apparently did not take him away from New Braunfels, for he
continued and even expanded his Comal River industries
during the war.so

The loss of his four sons was not the only misfortune
which struck John Torrey in New Braunfels. His mill and
factory operations were struck by a series of natural

disasters--fire, tornado, and flood--until Torrey, finally

7Torrey Family Documents (Mrs. Curtis T. Vaughan,
San Antonio), Family Photograph, 1854.

48Oscar Haas, "Early Mill Has Three Owners," New
Braunfels Herald, January 15, 1963.

49Torrey Family Documents (Mrs. Curtis T: Vaughang
San Antonio), John F. Torrey's Commission as Major, March 7,
1862.

5OComal County Deed Records, April 20, 1863, Vol. G,
p. 575.



defeated, gave up and left New Braunfels. In 1887 he
returned to the town for a visit and while reminiscing with
Ernst Koeblg, editor of the local newspaper, said thet
during nis years in New Braunfels he had battled with the
elements. Fire and wind he had overcome, but he had been
defeated by flood.51
A fire broke out at four a.m. November 14, 1861, in
Torrey's mill building. A flour mill had been added to the
plant, and the losses included a2 thousand bushels of wheat.
The bullding was a total loss and the mills and sash works

1

were destroyed,52but Torrey began at once to rebuild. The
53

new mill bullding was entirely of stone”“and housed a saw-
nill with a sixty-inch saw, a wheat mill, two grist mills,

a malt mill, and two cotton gins.SAThe mill was completed in
1862. Torrey used an interesting sales device in that year,
somewhat 2kin to the trading stamps of today. Coupcns
marked with monetary denominations were given to customers,

apparently 2s an incentive to trade at the Torrey mills.

When 2 customer had collected twenty coupons marked "One

51

L7

Koebig, loc. cit.

Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, November 15, 1861.

531, E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its Men ((n.p]
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, Ep.dzj), pp. (49-T752.

54

John F. Torrey Deposition, op. cit., entry 6.



100

Dollar," he could redeem them for one dollar in currency, or
if he collected enough coupons marked "Twenty-Five Cents" %o
total ten dollars in coupons, he could redeem them for
twenty-{ive cents in currency.55

Texas had joined the Confederacy in 1861. There were
few manufacturing concerns in the state, but the blocade by
Union forces made 1t imperative that manufacturing be en-
couraged and expanded.56Torrey and two partners, Henry and
Hercann Runge, formed the Comal Manufacturing Company, and
Torrey converted the upper floors of the mill to 2 cotton
cloth factory.57This manufacturing project was so important
to the state that Torrey and his partners were authorized to
import machinery from Europe via Mexico, duty free.nghe
Texas legislature also issued charters to some manufacturing
conpanies, and the partnership agreement between Torrey and

the Runges indicates that the Comal Manufacturing Company

was so chartered:

55Torrey Mills Coupons, numbers 198 and 128,
September 9, 1862. See illustration, page 10l.

56L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its Men ([n.p.)
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, [?.d{]), pp. T49-752.

5TGomal County Deed Records, April 20, 1863.

58alter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas
(hustin: The Texas State Historical Association, 1952), 1I,
790; and Hermann Seele, "Chronology of New Braunfels,
Schuetze Jahrbuck, 1882, p. 51.
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Contract entered into...between John F. Torrey,
Henry Runge, Hermann A. H. Runge regarding the
establishment and conducting of a tactory for the
manufacture of cotton and woolen goods, of either
solely or mixed, to be carried on in New Braunfe.s,
Comal County. It has been agreed that the said
business be conducted as a limited partnership or,
under the charter from the State of Texas obtained
during the last session of the Legislature, styled
Comal Manufacturing Company.

John F, Torrey 1s to furnish the water power
and building, giving the second and third floors
and the a2ttic of the mill duilding, also room for
the lapper and willower, and relinquishing the
entire use thereof tc the Comal Manufacturing
Comrany and agreeing to keep his building, mill,
dam, and water power in gcod repair at his
expense.,

Each of the three partners was to receive one-third of the
profits. The Runges furnished ten thousand dollars in
specie tc purchase machinery and the use of Torrey's mill
and water power constituted his share of the project.

The Runge brothers agreed to see to the purchase and ship-
ment of the machinery. One of the brothers went to Europe
to attend to this matter, leaving from Brownsville about
May of 1863.61The agreement provided that the company would
pay the expenses of his trip. In case the cost of the

machinery and raw materials exceeded the capital already

59Coma1 County Deed Records, April 20, 1863, Vol. G,
p. 575.

6oIbid.

61Oscar Haas, "Runge off to England to Buy Text}le
M4111 Machinery," New Braunfels Herald, February 5, 1963.
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raised, the three partners agreed to share equally any
additional costs. The contract was fer a five-year term
froz the day on which the factory should begin operation.
At the termination date, the factory was to be sold to the
highest bldder, and each of the partners would have an equal
share of the derreciation of the machinery and in any
profits from the sale. Torrey was given the generzl super-
intendence of the factory.62

It 1s surprising that in wartime Texas the capital
for the project could have been raised, but Hermann Seele,
a resident of New Braunfels during this time, wrote that the
sale of cotton across the Rio Grande placed a large sum of

65The

specile dollars in circulation in his part of the state.
wartime emphasls upor manufacturing stimulated the New
Braunfels economy. Other industries were begun besides the
Torrey-Runge cotton mill, and, according to Seele, there was

64, -,
no disruption caused by the fall of the Confederacy. After

the Civil War had ended it was doubtful whether the charter

6200ma1 County Deed Records, April 20, 1863, Vol. G,

p. 575.

6303car Haas, "War Ends; Industry Prospers Again in
1866 New Braunfels," New Braunfels Herald, February 12,

1963.

641bid.
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granted the Comal Manufacturing Company by the state

legislature was any longer valid, but the concern continued,

65

by new agreement, as a private partnership.

Immediately after Torrey and the Runges made their
original agreement in 1863, cne of the brothers left for
Europe to purchase the necessary machinery, but it was
almost two years later, February, 1865, when the machinery
arrived in New Braunfels. Installation began 2t once,66and
the factory was ready to begin operation in October. 1865.67
This textile mill, credited with being the first cotton

68

factory in the state, ~"had twenty-one looms and was capable

6

of producing seven hundred yards of domestic dailly. 9
The cotton factory had been in operation some four
years when a rise in the Coma2l River damaged the building

and weaving machinery. Heavy rains which began on July 4,

1869, caused flood water to sweep away 2 wing of the mill

6500ma1 County Deed Records, February 1, 1866, Vol.
B, p. 234,

66Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, February 20, 1865.

6700::12'.1 County Deed Records, February 1, 1866, Vol.
B, p. 234.

6BWalter P. Webb (ed.), et al., The Handbook of Texas
(Austin: The Texas 3tate Historical Assoclatilon, 1952), 11,
790; and Joan F. Torrey Papers (MS. in Archives Collectilon,
University of Texas Library).

69Neu-Eraunfelser Zeltung, February 20, 1865.
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which was of timber construction, and the hlgh water entered
the main stone building, covering the weaving looms and
machinery of the Comal Manufacturing Company. All of the
flour on hand in the Torrey mill was spoiled.7oTwo months
later, in the late afternoon of September 12, a tornado
accompanled by lightning, thunder, and rain struck New
Braunfels, destroying almost everything in its path. The
Comal HManufacturing Company was one of the targets of the

storm:

Tne greatest loss of all to New Braunfels is the
complete demolition of John F. Torrey's cotton
factory. The factory building was constructed of
rock and mortar. It was built at great expense by
the enterprising Torrey and was about the staunchest
plece of masonry in the whole country, but_it was
as nothing in the embrace of the tornado.

The carding machines, which weighed several thousand pounds,

72Torrey

were carrled away by the tornado and never found.
repailred the mill buillding, abandoning the severely damaged
third story and roofing it over at the second story.73Torrey

continued to use the building fer his mills and cotton

TONeu_Braunfelser Zeitung, July 9, 1869.
T1

72L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country andrIts Men ([p.p]
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, Ep.dzj), pp. (49-752.

The Dallas Herald, October 2, 1869, p. 2, col.l.

T2Neu-Braunfelser Zeitungz, June 14, 1872.
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T4

gins, 'and, in time, the machinery for the factory was

replaced.

When the textile mill was almost ready to resume
75

operation, it was again struck by flocd water. “Cloudbursss

on June 8 and 9, 1872, sent the Comal on a rampage, washing
the Torrey mill building from its foundation.76The Neu-

Braunfelser Zeitung reported the disaster: "Torrey's massive

two-story mill building with the newly replaced saw mill and

77have completely disappeared.”78

the costly, reconstructed danm
five men were on the roof of the Torrey mill when the
building collapsed.79Mrs. Ernestine Kretzmeier Trappe, a

maid for the Meusebach family, neighbors of the Torreys at
the time, related the story of the flood years later, recall-

ing that John Torrey was among the five men on the roof.

The men, she said, had been trapped while moving grain from

74John F. Torrey Deposition, op. cit., entry H agd
L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its lien ([?.pZ] L. I.
Daniell, Publisher, [?.dZ]), pPp. (49-752.

75John F. Torrey Papers (MS. in Archives Collection,
University of Texas Library).

76L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its Men ([%.p:]
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, [§.d. ), pp. (49-752; John F. Torrey
Papers (MS. in Archives CoIlecTion, University of Texas
Library); and Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, June 14, 1872.

TTrhe flood of 1869 must have damaged the dam.

78Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, June 14, 1872.

T91p14.
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the first to the second floor in an attempt to save it, ard
had been forced, by rising water, to climb out on the roof.
Torrey reportedly said that if the mill washed away, he
would go with it. DMNrs. Trappe sald that while the men were
trapped on the rocf, Mrs. Torrey went to the Meusebach house
to ask her to hurry to a store and get some rope so that
they might try to save the men by throwlng them =2 line.80
However, when the bullding gave way, the men were able to
save themselves by grasping the telegraph wire which crossed

8
the Comal just below the ni11.°%

John Torrey was saved with
the others.

Hermann Runge having died sometime previously, Torrey
and Henry Runge, in May, 1873, dissolved the partnership
because almost all of the property of the Company had been
destroyed by "various calamities, floods and tornado" and
the partners were unwilling to re-establish the factory.82
But Torrey continued to meintain his claim to the mill site,
possibly hoping to be able to start anew at some future

time. According to the dissolution agreement, Runge relin-

guished all the interest that he and his brother had ever

8OInformation received from Oscar gaas, local New
Braunfels historian, in a personal interview.

81Neu-Eraunfelser Zeitung, June 14, 1872.

82Comal County Deed Records, May, 1875, Vol. L,
p' 558.
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held in the mill site in return for which Torrey transferred
title to Runge on twenty land certificates issued by the
State of Texas, each for three hundred and twenty acres of
land. Torrey also transferred his headright of one hundred
and seventy-seven acres of land on the San Jacinte, 2ll
accounts due the Comzl Manufacturing Company, all of the
cotton on hand, and 2ll remnants of machinery furnished to

83

the enterprise by the Runges.

!

Torrey bore his losses "without 2 murmur of despond-
eacy or any abatement of his untiring energy."84He left New
Braunfels and went to Hood County where he had a public
land grant which he had located in 1843 at Comanche Peak,
and there he took up farming.85About twenty years later,
after a2 three day illness, John Torrey died in December,
1893, at the home of his son, Edward Torrey, in San

Antonio.BsTorrey had spent over fifty of his seventy-seven

years in Texas. He lived in New Braunfels twenty-six years

Ibid.

84Dallas Herald, August 31, 1872, p. 1, col. 6.

85Koebig, loc. cit.; John F. Torrey Papers (MS. in
Archives Collection, University of Texas); L. E. Daniell,
Texas the Country and Its Men ([n.p.] L. E. Daniell,
Publisher, E?.dZTT, pp. (49-752.

86John F. Torrey Papers (MS. in Archives Collection,
University cf Texas Library).
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and pioneered in Industry in the state with his sash ang

blind factory and textile mill.



CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION

The adventures of Thomas and James Torrey and the
business ventures of David and John Torrey all are a part of
the history of frontier Texas. James and Thomas Torrey were
recognized for thelr service to Texas with their burial =%
Monument H1ll., But of greater value to the state than the
Mier and Santa Fe Expeditions, in which James and Thomas
served, were the contribution to the settlement and civili-
zation of the Texas frontier made by the Torrey Indian trade
and early New Braunfels industries. The pacification of the
Indians, to which the Indian trade contributed materially,
permitted the Texans to settle the untamed regions of the
state more rapidly than would have been possible under the
harassment of hostile Indians. The production of goods
within the state which otherwise had to be imported with
great difficulty and expense increased the comforts of the
settler's life. During the Civil War the importance of this
industry was recognized by the state government.

John Torrey came to Texas in 1838, established him-
self in Houston, and started 2 merchandising firm in which
he was joined by his brothers. The Torreys built the first
frame building in Houston, which served as a trading house
for Indians. They later moved the center of their Indian

trade far cut on the frontier. In Houston the brothers met
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Sem Houston and became closely associated with him, their
Indian trade serving a useful purpose in Houston's Indizn
policy. Trade was a part of the plan for securing a pecace
with the Indians. To minimize friction between Indians and
settlers, the state was tempcrarily divided between Indian
territory and white man's land, and to prevent the Indians
from coming within the settlements to trade, Torrey's trad-
ing house on the Brazos was established, proving quite
valuable in the control of the Indians. The post was
licensed and regulated by the government and was, for
several years, the only place in Texas where the Indians
could trade legally. The trading house was a profitable
business for the brothers but a2 hazardous one. Sam Houston
praised them for the establishment of this post at their own
expense and at great personal risk and noted that the post
had been very beneficial in securing and maintaining
friendly relations with the Indlans.

David Torrey made buying trips back East for the
Torrey firm, and when the expansion of the settlements drove
the traders further west, he attempted to establish a new
trade with the Apaches in the soutawestern part of the state
and was killed by that tribve. James Torrey, after a brief
service as a soldler fighting for what he termed the glory
of his country, died young, one of the seventeen Mier pris-

oners who drew black beans and were executed. Thomes Torrey



113
Joined the Santa Fe Expodition with the intention of estab-
lishing a regular trade in that area, and with the failure
of that hope, he turned to the Indlan trade. He served as
an Indian agent and made the trip to the Comanches which was
the first step in making peace with that tribe. He died
while on a2 trip up the Brazos, locating the site for a
trading house, but had he been spared this untimely death,
the acquaintances which ne made with the wild tribdes on his
Journey to the Comanches would have made him a valuable
asset to the Torrey Indian trade.

Jorn Torrey, during nis early years in Texas, dealt
in a variety of businesses--the Houston merchandising firm,
a Jjewelry and watch repalr business, the Indian trade, cattle
buying, and others. When the day cf the Indlan trader was
done in Texas, John Torrey pioneered in menufacturing in
Texas, establishing the first factory in the state in 1850
and later, in partnership with the Runges, operating a larg
textile factory. Torrey's milling business, which he
operated along with the factories, at 1its peak included saw,
grist, flour, and malt mills and cotton gins as well.
Torrey's mills and factories suffered setbacks from fire,
flood, and tornado which he overcane, each time repairing
and restoring the mill, only to have the entire mill and
textile factory washed away by 2 second flood in 1872. John

F. Torrey, 2 "wonderfully energetic, good and useful
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1
citizen,""died in 1893. "Honored be the name of Torrey

among the children of Texas!"®

L. E. Daniell, Texas the Country and Its ien ([t.p.
L. E. Daniell, Publisher, L 1edd)s P 750,

John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texa
(St. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, Becktold Friatin
and Mfg. Co. Binders, L. E. Daniell Publisher, [n.d.]),

p' 950
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