
Approve d: 

RELIGIOUS WORK DONE BY THE TEXAS BAPI'ISTS 

AMONG THE NEGROES IN TEXAS 

FROM 1836 to 1873 

by 

LeNelle s. Douglas 

A THESIS 

Approved: 

 
 

Committee 



REL IGIOUS ':JORK DON E BY TRE TFX..I\S BAPI'ISI'S 

AMONG THE NEGROES IN TEX.AS 

FROM 1836 to 1873 

A THESIS 

Presented t o t he Faculty of 

Sam Houston State College 

in Partial Fulf il lment of the Requi:-em.cnts 

for the Degre e 

MAST-ZR CF' AP.TS 

b y 

/. 

LeHel~e s: Douglas 

Huntsville;' Texas 

Aug·c1s t , 1967 



Douglas, LeNelle S., Religious Work Done~ the Texas 
Baptists Among the Negroes in Texa s from 1836 to 
1873. Master of Arts (History), August, 1967, 
Sam Houston State College, Huntsville, Texas. 
Pp. 137. 

Purpose 

It was the purpose of this study to offer information 

(1) pertaining to the religious work done by the Texas 

Baptists among the Negroes in Texas between the years 

1836 and 1873; and (2) demonstrating the attitudes of the 

white Texas Baptists toward the spiritual condition of 

the Negroes of Texas during the same period. 

Methods 

The methods used to obtain data for this study were 

(1) published and unpublished books, theses, disserta

tions, magazines, and minutes of local churches, associa

tions, and conventions; (2) interviews; (3) correspondence 

with Baptist leaders and agencies. 

Findings 

From the evidence presented in this study the follow

ing conclusions appear to be in order: 



1. There was considerable religious work done by 

Texas Baptists among the Negroes in Texas between 1836 

and 1873. 

2. The attitude of Texas Baptists toward Chris

tianizing the Negro was exemplified by their accepting 

the responsibility for the religious training and better

ment of the colored population during the entire period 

included in this study. 

J. The concern which Texas Baptists had for the 

spiritual welfare of the Negroes in Texas was demonstrated 

by the patience and persistance with which the Baptists 

worked among the colored people. 

4. A comprehensive perspective of the religious 

work done by Texas Baptists among the Negroes in Texas could 

be formed by further study in the minutes of associations 

and churches (both Negro and white), and in the records kept 

by individual plantation o,-mers of the Baptist faith. 
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CHAPI'ER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In recent years an idea has developed in parts of 

the Unit ed States t ha t white people have always oppressed 

the Negro. An att empt ha s b een ma de to prove such an 

assUJ11ption incorrec t in relation to the religious affairs 

of the Negro and white Baptists of Texas. Information has 

been presented pertaining to r e ligious work done by white 

Texas Baptists among t he Negroes in Texa s genera lly demon 

strating the genuine concern of white Baptists to ward the 

spiritua l condition of the Negroes. 

The Negro consti t utes a large and vit a l se gme nt of 

the popu l ation in Texas . Chur ch life has a l ways been one 

of t he mo st fund a~9nt a l aspec t s of his life . The great 

ma jority of Christian ~egroe s in Texas are members of the 

Baptist Church . Extensive se a rch has r evea led ve ry lit t le 

writt en abou t r e ligious work done by Texas Baptists among 

t he Negroes during the earl y period of Texa s hi s tory . It 

is hoped t ha t t his study will he lp fill t his void . 

Research has be en limited to t lie ac ti vi ties of a 

group of Baptists in Texa s 1mown as missionary Baptists 



and the relationship of these Baptists to the Negroes' 

spiritual welfare . Political, social, and economic 

factors are conside r e d only insofar as they influence 

religious matters . The study begins in the year 1836 

at which time Baptists were first lega lly free to preach 

the gospe l and org a nize churches and concludes in 1873 

near the end of Reconstruction in t he state. 

2 

Biogra phi c a l sketches of nQ~ erous Texas Baptists 

have been pl a ced in the appendix. This will enable the 

reader to have an underst a nding of the educ a tion and ac

complishments of those who were intere sted in the Negro e s. 

The following me thods we r e used in obtaining dat a : 

(1) published and unpublish ed ma terials were consulted in 

the libra ri e s of Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi 

n a ry, Sam Ho us ton St a t e Co l l ege , Tex a s A & M Unive rsity , 

Prai r ie View A & M College , Ci ty of Ho uston, Firs t Ba p 

tist Ch urch of Hunts ville , Texa s , F irs t Baptist Churc h of 

Bryan , Tex as , Fi r s t Bapt i st Church of Colle g e S t a t i on , 

Tex a s, a n d Fi r 3t Ba pt ist Ch urc h , Navas ot a , Texas ; (2) in

fo r ma t ion wa s s e c ure d b y p e r sona l int e rv iew·; ( 3) ma t e ri a l 

wa s acqui r e d thr oug h c orre sponde nc e with whi t e a n d Negro 

Bapti s t l eaders , with agenc ies of t he Bapt ist Ge n e r a l Con

v enti on of Texa s and t he Southe rn Ba pt i s t Con v ention , and 
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with the Baptist Standa rd magaz ine ; and (4) the services 

of inter-library loan were used to obtain books and un

published t he s es and dissert a tions. Valuable prima r y 

materials consulted included nume rous Texas Baptist asso

ciation and convention minutes, the minutes of selected 

churche s, anc1. t he writings of certain pione e r Baptists. 

Minutes of the first and only Negro Bapti st state convention 

prior to 1874 we r e also examined. Dr. Theodore S. Boone 

wrote a pamphlet entitled "A History of the Negro Baptist 

Church in Texas ," but a copy of it could not be located. 

The t erm "missiona ry Baptists 11 denote s the group of 

Baptists who promoted missionary endeavors , in contra st to 

the ''ant i - missiona r y Baptis ts" who opposed missionary work . 

The "local Bapt~st church 11 r efers to a body of bapti zed b e 

lievers , who , as individuals , have acce,t ed Christ as 

persona l Savio!' , and as a group believe i n the princ iples 

of t he Baptist f a ith . The 11 association" o r "distric t as

soc iation11 is t he or>ganiz a tional uni t c omposed of s eve ral 

loca l churches . The " convention" i s the largest c o--operative 

effort of t he churches in the state . Baptists believe each 

church is an independent body , t herefore t he district asso 

c iations and st ate conventions have no a uthor ity over t he 



loc a l churches . The large r organiz at ions submit recon

mendat ions to t he local bodies , but each church decides 

whe the r or not it will carry out the r e commendations of 

t he association and conventi on to which it belongs . 

4 



CHAPrER II 

WORK BY THE BAPTISTS ANONG TEXAS NEGR OES IN 

THE PR~-CONFEDERATE PER IOD 

In order to deter:nine what religious work was done 

by Texas Ba ptists among Negro e s in the qua rter century 

preceding the Civil War , it is necessary to consult the 

writings of pioneer Baptists and the minutes of the early 

Baptist churche s , district associa tions, and state con

ventions. This ma terial sometL~ es reve a ls impressive 

anecdotes conc e rning sla v e s and t~e ir religious ex

periences and at othe r ti~e s only a r e cord of Negro 

church memb e rship . The records relate the inte rest Texa s 

Baptists h a d in the Negro e s, the ir attitudes toward the 

sla v e s, a nd t he ir relig ious activitie s among t he colored 

p e ople in Texas . 

Almonte 's s ta t i stica l survey s how s tha t there were 

fiv e t housand Negro slave s i n Texa s at the ti~ e it g a ine d 

its independenc e f rom Mex i co . The n umber of slave s in

creased to 28, 624 dur ing t he nine yea r s of t he Re p ublic . 1 

1 Johanna Rosa Enge l king , " Sl avery in Texas ," 
unpubl i shed Ma s t er 's t hesis a t Bayl or Universi t y , Wa co, 
Texas , 1933, 39-40 . 



The Congress of the Republic passed several laws 

which de alt with slavery. In 1840 a bill was passed 

making it unlawful for any "free person of color" to 

emigra te to Texas. Free Negroes living in the Republic 

were given t wo years to leave. A slave wa s not allowed 

to sell anything of value without the written consent 

of his master, nor could he carry a gun without per

mission. Anyone who treated a slave "cruelly" or "un

reasonably" and wa s convicted could be fined from two 

hundred fift y dollars to two thous and dolla rs. 2 

Besides t hei r daily plantation work, slaves were 

often given patches of land of their own to cultivate. 

On t his land they usua lly rais ed corn, cotton, and veg

etables . Some time s the slaves were hired out to neigh

bors . Under these circums t ances they were boarded b y 

the neighbor but clothed by t heir mas t e r. If it we re 

nec essary for the sl aves to work on Sunday , they r·e 

ceived one dollar in payment .3 

Bapti sts began their work among the slave s in 

2H. P . N. Gamme l, Laws of Texas 1822-189 7 , II , 
172 , 325-326 , 345- 346 , -- -

3Engelking , 11 Slavery in Texas ," 39-40 . 
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Texa s with the formation of the first Baptist churches in 

the sta te. The history of the Negro Baptists is inter

woven with the history of the white Baptists. The ear

liest records are found in the minute_s of the older Bap

tist churche s such as Providence in Wa shington County, 

Concord in Red River Count y , and Caldwell and Providence 

in Burl eson County. These minutes record tha t regular 

services were he ld for the Negroes and that many of them 

were received and baptized into the Baptist churches .4 

A group of Baptists from Tennessee, who sett led 

n ear Na cogdoches , we re holding prayer mee ting s in 1835 

while Texas was still under the rule of Mexi co whi ch 

ban..--ied al l Protestant r eligious s ervic es . In Nay of 1838 

t he group was organ i zed into a church b y Isaac Reed and 

7 

R. G. Green . Two of the nine charte r rr.er:ibers were slaves .5 

253 , 
4James Hilton Carroll , A History of Texas Bantists , 

5union Church or Old North Church , as it is fl\.)H 

ca l led , was t he first church organized in East Texas , to 
be lmm-:n in l a tter year s a.s a miss ionary Bapt ist church . 
In 1852 Baptists in the area constructed the building 
which still stands a t a l ocation three mile s north of 
Na cogdoche s . "This church is the oldest Bautist church 
in the st a te , having had a cont inuous existence since 
Hay , 1838 . " Ibid ., 121 , and as cit ed by Chronicle Eas t 
Texa s Bureau , -----rrpfoneers Defied Hexico , held Re ligious 
Services , " Houston Chro nicl e , April 23, 1967 , 19, and as 
c ited in L . R . Elliot (ed . ); Ce~tennial Stori of Texas 
Bautists_, 81 . _ __, -



Another source of ea rly Bapt i st history is the 

diary of J a.r.i.e s Huckins, the first Baptist mi ssionary 

sent to Texas. Huckins wrote tha t five colored people 

joined the Galves ton Church on Februa r y 9, 1840. In 

referenc e to thei r testimonie s he writes, "There were 

no dre ams , no wonderful sights or uncouth sounds of 

which they had to speak , but they told in their own way 

the wor k of the Holy Spirit on their he a rts." The most 

interesting t e stimony was given by a blind Negro n~~ed 

Reuben . Huckins gives t he following narra tive : 

"'Reuben , h ave you a wife?' s a id I. 

II I ye s ' ni..a s s a . I 

" 1 Is she a Christian?' 

"And so pa inful was the thought of her living in 
sin, t hat at first he could not speak , but after a 
struggling pause of a fe w minutes he said: 

" 1 No, Massa ! No , Mass? ! But I pray every day 
and every night for her . 1 6 

Elders Will iam M. Tryon and R . E . B. Baylor or

ganized a church a t Washington--on-the -Braz os in iiarch, 

1841 .7 Among t he t welve origina l members were John and 

- --------
6 Car-roll, Texa s Bantists , 141+ . 

?z. N. Morrell h ad established a church at Old 
Washington in 1837 , but it wa s discontinued fo r lack of 
a prea cher , Ibid. , 253. 
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Matilda, slaves of J. F. Farquhar. A servant girl pre

sented herself on profession of faith and was received 

into the church. The following day she was baptized by 

Elder Tryon. This was the first time the ordinance of 

baptism had been administered in the area. 8 

In a meeting held at the Old Washington church in 

September of 1841, three slaves of H. R. Cartmel were re

ceived into the membership of the church by baptism. 9 

Another incident which occurred at Old Washington 

was recorded in a lette r written by Huckins dated Novem

ber 10, 1841. The story concerned a Judge E., ,·:ho was 

the chief justice of the county . He had studied deism 

for t wenty years and having r ead everything he could find 

on the subject, felt tha t nothing could change his bitter 

hatred t oward r elig i on . The first ·person to be ba ptized 

at Wa shingt on b y Judge Baylo r was a Negro woman. The 

ide a so infu1"i a t ed Judge E . that h e a ttend ed the s ervice 

and insulted Judge Baylor befor e the entire congregation. 

Judge E . r eturned to his of fic e with a heavy heart r a the r 

than wi th t he f eeling of exul ta tion he ha d expe cted. On 

--- ------
8J. B . Link , Texas Histori ca l and Biogr anhi ca l 

Hagaz iI]_~ , I , 171-172, and as c ited i n Carrol l , Texa.s 
Baut i sts , 253 . 

9Ib id . 

9 



the followi ng night he a s ked Judge Bayl or to pray for 

his soul. Judge E . wa s converted and laid plans to 

prea ch a s soon a s his t erm as j udge expired.lo 

10 

The s ame year Huc kins wrote t hat h e had b aptized 

George , t he fisherman, the slave of a Mr. C. Shortly 

after George ' s conve rsion, Mr . C. planned a fish i ng trip 

on Sunday. Geo r ge , being the fisherman, was i ndispensible 

to t he trip . Wh en his mas te r ca ll e d for h im, George said 

he could not go fishing . Mr. C. aske d George the rea son 

for h i s b e i ng unable to accompany t he group . Geor ge re

plied , "Di s de Lord 's day , and me t ell you, Ma ssa , dat 

no good come of dis h er e fishing , or do i ng anything els e 

on de Lo r d 's da y ." Hr. C. did not f orc e Geo r ge to go and 

t he fishing party was broken up . 11 

The fo llowing is an excerpt f rom a l ett er writt en 

by Jame s Huckins on November 10, 1841 . 

"'In a ce r tain ne i ghborhood i n Milam County 
t here is a popu l a tion of about 5 00 souls . 
When God b egan to pour out his Spiri t in t hat 
n eighborhood a planter whose wife ha d be come a 
subject of t he work, began to f ee l h is op 
position 8ris e . He sought the whole neighbor 
hood t o fi nd. some one to uni t e wi th him i n his 

10carroll , Texas Baptists , 163 . 

11 Th id ., 161-1 62 . 



hostility, but none were to be found but a 
little n ephew and his servant s. Hi s object 
was to thro~ ridicule upon the good wo r k , so 
he called his Negroes together and told them 
on the c omi~g night h e would hold a prayer
meeting with them. Sor1e he comma nde d to groan, 
others t o cry "amen ;" some he ordered to cry 
"glory ," and others to clap their hands. The 
time arrived. He opened his moclc mee ting by 
singing . This was followed b y prayer . 

"'The Negroes at first, as he t hought , per
formed their r espec tive parts admirably. They 
groa ned and shouted, and res ponded just as 
he had directed. But soon he b egan to feel an 
une a rthly solemnity. The terrors of God were 
upon him, and h e found himself pleading for 
mercy. The mock meeting was adjourned, and 
master, n ephew and servants we re s een the s ame 
night entreating the prayers of Chri s tians . 12 

In 1843 Huckin s wrote that he had s everal n a tive 

Africans under his ministry. These Afric ans were slave s 

who h a d b een brought to Texas before t he revolution and 

11 

who were in a "perfect stat e of idolatry." These Negro e s 

accept ed the ide a of a God and the truths of the gospe l 

with "e a g e rne s s and a stonishment . 1113 The missiona ry 

12Ib id ., 163-164, 

13w. D. We ath erfo r d s a ys t ha t b e li e f in God wa s 
unive rs a l in Afric a . God was c r eator , supreme b e ing , 
Fathel' , and "Gr ea t Frien d ." Irre s pe ctive of the form the 
tribes b e lieved t he ir god to h ave , t hey all tho ught t h e ir 
c r eator was absent and ind i fferen t , h a ving l e ft t hem to 
t he mercy of goo d and ev i l s p irit s . Rel i g ion in Afric a 
o f fered lit tle mora l u p li f t ing powe r, but p l unge d the 
n a tive into t he depths of de spair and f a t al ism. W. D. 
We a t he r f ord , 'I·he Negro f rom Afric a to Ame ric a , 43- 56. 
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expressed the hope tha t he could adapt his sermon ''to the 

capacity of the Negroes," and at the close of the service 

he would give t hem the opportunity to hold a prayer meet

ing. Huckins wrote that the Negroes considered these 

meetings to be a kind of 11 jubilee . 1114 

Immediately following the organization of the church 

at Anderson in 1844, the moderator, Brothe r Z. N. Morr'ell, 

called for members b y letter. 15 Brother A.G. Perry pre

sented the letter of Brother Ned, servant of J a.me s White. 

Brother Ned's l e t te r and t estimony were satisfactory and 

he was received into the fellowshi p of the church. 16 

In December, 1845 , the Congress of the United States 

voted to adJr~t Texas into the Union a s a slave state . 

Under t he l aws of the United Sta tes slave holders could 

bring slaves into Texas and ke ep them permanently ens laved , 

t herefore t he sta tus of t h e slave s in Texas was not 

14carroll, 1 exas Baptists , 193 . 

l5A letter, somet ime s ca lled a l etter of dismission, 
is a wri,:;,:;en st a t ement is s ued by a Baptist church which 
decla r e s the own e r of the lett er to be a member in good 
stand i ng and elig ible for memb ership in anothe r Baptist 
church . 

16rrene Taylor All en , Saga of Ande rson , l OL~-106. 



changed by the annexation of Texa s to the United 

States. 17 

During the fifteen years of statehood prior to 

the Civil War, Texas grew r apidly in wealth, culture, 

and population. Most of the people lived in East Texas 

and Centra l Texas . Man y families were moving to Texas 

from othe r sta t es . Those who owned slave s usually 

s ettled along the Trinity River or the lower Colorado or 

Bra zos rive rs. By 1850 there were 48,287 slaves in Texas. 

This nwnbe r increas ed to 105,704 in 1855, and in 1860 

there were 158 ,595 slaves in Texas which were va l~e d at 

$93,848,680. 18 

Z. N. Morrell r e l ated the following story con

cerning the conversion of a Negro bo y in 1846 : 

At our fi rst meeting aft er t he organization 
st Leona , a very r emarkable negro boy approached 
me on Saturday morning , and asked permiss ion to 
jo in ~he church . Upon being asked if he be lieved 
that God for Christ's s ake had forgiven h is sins , 
he promptly ans•.,rn red in the affirma tive ; and 
aft e r giving t he clearest ev idences of deep 
conviction and joyful deliverance , I told him 
to confer with his owne r and present himse lf 
to t he church . Jerry was prompt to t he hour, 

17Prentis W. Chunn, Jr., "Education and Politics, 
A Study o:' the Negro in Reconstruction Texas ,t1 unpubli shed 
Master ' s thesis , Southwes t Texa s State Te achers College , 
1957, 18-19 . 

1 8Jos enh L . Clark and Dorothy A. Linder, The 
Storx of Texa s: 252-271 . 
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and when an opportuni ty was given h e presented 
himself for membership. In the hearing of all 
the congrega tion he told his simple story, in 
a few but e a rnest words. There was no dre am , 
no voic e , and no mira culous manifes tati ons 
rehearsed; but with plain and he artfelt ut
terances he convinced the cong r egation, al
ready in tears , that he not only had a soul, 
but tha t his spirit had be e n moved by the 
power of God. I b aptized him with some othe rs, 
and very soon he e x pre s sed an anxiety to le a rn 
to re a d the Bible. In this h e was encoura ged, 
and in his aptness to l earn soon acquire d wha t 
he sought . He was granted p e r mission and en
couraged by t he church to preach to his people. 
Up to the war , and during the strugg le, he 
deport 8d himself with Christian propriety, and 
altho ugh a qua rter of a c entury has passed 
since I b a ptized him, he still lives to d ecla re 
the good n ews of s a lvation to his r a ce.19 

The s ame Z . N. Morre ll organiz e d the Little River 

Church in 1847, wi th six white members and one colored 

member. 20 

The June , 1848 , minutes of the church at Anderson 

containe d a r es olution b y Bro ther Barnes to the . effect 

t hat the church r eques t ed Brothers Buff ing t on and Crea th 

to hold serv-ices for t he Negro members on the s e cond and 

fo urth Sundays of each month at t hree o 1 clock . 21 

19 , Z. N . Hor1 e ll , Flowers and Frui t8 from the 
Wilderness , 233- 234 , - --- -- --- --

20ibi c!_ ., 238 . 

2 1 Al len, Sa~ of Anderson , 104-106 . 

14 
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The Negro members were subject to the s ame discipli

nary action of the church as were the white members. If 

it b ecame n e cessary to discipline a membe r, he was excluded 

from the church; but when he repented , he was restored to 

f 11 b h . 22 u mem ers ip . 

In 1848 the Union, Colorado , Sabine , and Trinity 

River associations sent d e legate s to the church at Anderson, 

Grimes County , and formed the Baptist State Convention of 

Texas. Twenty-three churches we r e represented. At this 

organi zational meeting of the Texas State Baptist Con

vention Elder Noah Hill was appointed chairm~n of the 

corn.rnitt ee on th8 "Religious Condition of t he Colore d 

Popul ation . " 23 

Elder Hill and his committee noted tha t the Negroe s 

had attracted the attention of the world and ~ere a great 

c oncern t o the n a tion . They sho~ld b e of no l ess concern 

to Texas Baptists . There was a double incentive in con

verting the nblacks . 11 Not only would they be converting 

tho se in America , but they wer e laying the foundat ion for 

spre a ding the gospe l to Africa; since many Negroes were re

turning · to the ir native Afric a as missionaries . Hil l 

22Ibid . 

23Link , Texas Historica l and Biographical Magaz ine , 
I, 257 , and as cited in Carroll, Texas Bap t is ts , 253 . 



reco~nended tha t Baptists use every means in the ir powe r 

to te ach the truths of the Bible to th3ir slaves. 

16 

The report continued b y expre ssing the belief that 

slavery was full y sustained by t he Bible and tha t it was 

the responsibility of the whites to make provision for the 

spiritual wants of their slaves. This responsibility had 

been negle cted since the r e were great numbers of slaves 

who had not h eard the gospel for years . 

The commi t te e recomme nded tha t one of the le ad ing 

objectives of the Baptist State Convention of Texa s should 

be to s end suitable missionaries to preach to the elaves. 

:Ministers already in the field were to use every opportun ity 

to preach to their colored brethren . It was sugge st ed 

that the se pre a che rs s et aside a portion of each Sabbath 

for prea ching to the Ne groes , since this plan ha d b een tried 

and had proved very s ucc e ssful . 

It was furthe r r e com..111ended tha t the preachers adopt 

t he pl an of reading and expl a ining , as simply as possib l e , 

t he pur e wor d of God . Stre s s should be pl a c ed on the 

soul's eterna l welfa r e and fu t ure destiny. Expe rience h ad 

shown t h 9. t Negro people appre cia t ed effort s made in t hei r 

b eha l f . \·f..riere time was s e t a s i de f or 'the ir iD;struction, 



many accepted the truths of t he gospel and became de-

t d ~h . t· 24 voe v _ris ians. 

At the Baptist State Convention in 1850, P. B. 

17 

Chandler r eported tha t the Negro population was r apidly 

increa sing. Each year thousands of slaves we re being 

brought into Texas . In many pl a ces religious work among 

these slaves wa s n eglected , but the negl ect was not gen

eral. Hhe r e t he ministers devot ed a portion of t hei r t ime 

to the instruction of the Negroes , the results were en

courag i ng . The church at Ga lveston had a colored memb er

ship of about 65 . SLmilar suc ce sses had b een achieved a t 

Houston and in many othe r plac es . 25 

In 1850 Br othe r J. H. Stribl i ng reported on the 

"Relig ious Condition of the Colored Population " i n t he 

Colora do Ass oci ation . He decla r ed t h at t he word wa s 

being pr ea ched to t h e Tegroes in t h e ir associa tion, la rge 

nu.'11.bers had b een convert ed , and some f ew had b een "us eful 

24organ iz a tion and Proc e edings of the Baptist Sta t e 
C onv E- n t ion of Texa s , he ld i n Septe;nb er, 1848 , with the 
Antioch Church , Ande r son , Gri me s Co-..mt y , 11 - 12 , and as 
ci t ed i n Carroll , Texa s Bant is ts , 253-254 -

25Proc eedings of t he Bapti st Sta te Convent i on of 
Texa s , he l d in May , 1850 , wi t h the Hunt s ville Baptist 
Chu rch , 6 , a s c i t ed in Ca rroll , Texas Baptis t s , 255 , and 
a s ci t ed i n Link , Texas His t oric a l _§3-nd Biogr a phic a l 
Ma ga zine , I , 272- 273 . 
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in the gifts of ex..lJ.or t at ion and prayer . 11 The Negroes were 

anxious to hear t he gospel and appreci a t ed efforts in t he ir 

behalf. The report empha sized the f act tha t the preachers 

and chur ches needed to work with grea t diligence to suppl y 

t , · · t 1 d of t'ne slave s. 26 ne spiri ua nee s 

On August 24, 1850 , Jesse Hitt , Marshall , Texas , 

wrote a letter to The Southwestern Baptis t, a denomina

t i onal paper in Tenne ssee , in whi ch he desc ribed t he 

Negroe s in his co::mnuni t y . Witt said that there were l a r ge 

groups of colored people who attended t ha worship s ervic es 

and they lis tened with 11becoming seriousness and d e coru..rn . 11 

He wrote tha t t he work with the slaves had been so suc

cessful tha t he was planning to devote more time t o thei r 

relig ious instr uction b y re ading and expl a ining t he scrip

ture s to them . 27 

In 1851 , Elde r Noah Hill was appoint ed to work among 

t he Negroes i n B1•a zori a , Na t ago rda , and Hharton counties . 

The sla ve popul &t ion wa s v ery l a r ge i n these counti e s and 

many of the slave ho lder s want ed him to preach to the ir 

26Minutes of the Fourth Annua l Session of the Colora do 
Bapti st Associat i on , he l d in September , 1850 , . ~-1ith t he 
Ro cky Creek Church , 10 . ·· 

27carrol l , Texas Banti s ts , 301 . 



servants . Elder Hill began his work the first of April. 

In his r eport to the Baptist Sta te Convention in June, 
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he sta ted t ha t he ha d traveled 567 miles, visited 16 

familie s , deliverec. 4 l e cture s and 19 sermo ns, given 6 

exhortations , and baptized 13 servants. In payment for 

his work Hill received $100 from the State Mission Bo a rd, 

$200 from the Board of Domestic Missions of the Southern 

Baptist Convention , and the r ema inde r of his support from 

the churches at Wharton and Ceda r Lake . 28 

The Baptist St a te Convention r eport on t he "Religious 

Condition of t he Colo r ed Population t! was given by Elder 

Hosea Garret t in 1851 . The r e port said there was a grea t 

opportunity to g i ve ttthe bread of lifett t o t he sla ve popu

l a t ion i n Texa s . Though t he se efforts might b e "con

t e:rrptousl y tt observed by the world. , "the:::>e will be joy among 

t he angels when one poor slave is convert ed .tt Zlde r Gar 

r ett r eport ed tha t all t he pa stors in t he convention, wi th 

t he exception of three or four , were g iving spe cia l atten 

tion to the colored popula t ion . Brethren No ah Hi ll and 

A. Buffing t on had devot ed rr.o st of t he ir time to t his mis 

si ona r y endeavor and the r e sults were encouraging . The 

28Hinut e s of t he Fourth Annua l Session of the 
Baptis t St at e Convent i on of Texas, he ld i n June , 1851 , 
with t he chur ch a t Inde pendence , 17-18 , and as cited in 
Link , Texas Hi s t oric a l and Biogr&ohica l Magaz ine , I, 
213 , 275 . . --- ----- -- . 



planters generally permitted the evangelizing of their 

slaves , and some contributed from fift y t o one hundred 

dolla r s annually to t hose who pre a ched to t hem . Oc

casionally pious O'l-me rs a ss embled thei r servants on 

Sunday morning , re ad t he sc riptures to them, and gave 

ora l instruction to the colore d children . 29 
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In 1851 the Colorado Ass oci ation showed a tot a l 

membership of 286 whites and 145 Negr oes . The church at 

Wh2.rton hsd 94 Negroes and 24 whites . There were 16 Negro 

members in the church at Austin and 22 in the church a t 

Gon zales. The cor.i..r.1 ittee whi ch r eport ed on the wo r'k b e ing 

don e among the Hegroe s stated tha t t he spiritua l condition 

of the slaves ·wa s i mpro-.,r ing . Churches had been organized 

which _.,ere conposed almost entirely of Negroes . The 

coI11I11itt ee r epcrte d on Noah Hi ll's worK among the colo r ed 

population during the pas t year . He had visit ed six 

sta tion s r egularl y and others "oc casionally ." He had 

b rought about 225 Negroes into the churche s , most of whom 

he bapti zed . There were sti l l many of the slaves who had 

n ot ha d an opportunity t o he2.r the gospe l . Mas ters were 

encouraged to r ead the scriptures to t heir sl aves every 

Sunday , t o provide devotiona l exercises , end whene ve r 

29Link , 'l'ex.o.s Histori cal and Biogranhical Ma a z Le , 
I, 213, 275 , and ~s ci ted in Carrol l, Texas ~t ist s , 27 . 



possible, to provide wo r ship s erv ices. Churches were 

urged to t ake a praye rful inte r es t. 30 
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In 1852 J . M. Maxcy presented the re port on the 

"Religious Condition of the Colored Popul a tion" to the 

Baptist State Convention. He s aid tha t pastors were 

especia lly intere s t ed in the Negroes and recom.mended that 

they spend e a ch Sunday evening instructing the slaves. 

In noting the urgency of this work the corr.mi ttee felt tha t 

t hey were ob eying Christ's admoni tion to preach the gospel 

to the poor. They "rejoic ed " tha t t he planters were anxious 

to co-operate in i mproving the mora l conditions of their 

sla v es . Some ma ster contribut ed fifty dollars annually 

and bu ilt hous es of wo rship fo r t heir serva nts. Maxcy 

and his c o:mnittee expressed t heir ho pe t hat the c o lored 

mission migh t i ncrea se in power a nd influence until the 

o pportunity f or s a lve tion was within the r each of every 

sla v e . This wo uld signify tha t Texas Baptists were so

lic itous of t he spiritua l we lfare of Afric ans in Ame ric a .31 

JOMinut e s of the =1fth Annua l Ses sion of the Colo
r ado Baptist As3ociat ion, h e ld in September , 1 851 , with 
Macedonia Church , Tra vis Count y , 13, and as cit ed in 
Carroll , Te xa~. Bantists , 257 . 

31Hinutes of the Fifth Annual Sess ion of the Bap
t ist State Conv ention of Texas , h e l d in June, 1 852 , at 
Marshall , 13 , and as c it ed in Link , Texa s His torical and 
Biogr auhica l _ Magazine , 27 8 , 282. ---
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Elder Noah Hill was spending about half his time in 

the religious instruction of the Negroes . He r e port e d 

tha t he had traveled 1,654 mi les, pre a ched 72 sermons, 

given 24 exho r ta tions , and b aptized 36 s e rvants. He was 

emp lo yed for another year with the State Mission Board 

pa ying him $100 and the Southern Ba ptist Convention paying 

$200 . 

Elder A . Buffington i,·a s appo inted to work among the 

Negro e s in Grime s County . He h ad b een do i ng missiona r y 

wo r k wi thou t p a y . It Has r ec ommended tha t his work b e 

continu e d under the patrona g e of t he Bapt ist St a te Con 

vention . Brothe r Buffington continue d his wo r k , but he 

refused t o acc e pt mone y for his s ervi c es .32 

I n 1853 the sla ves in t h e Indian Cpe ek Community of 

J a3per Corn1ty comple t e d construction of a c hurch building 

i n i-:hich t he y wore t o v1orship . }:one y fo r the bui l ding wa s 

given by J o s hua Sca l e , a menilier of the Ind ian Cre ek Ba p

t ist Church whose sla v e , Richa !'d , h a d b een preaching t o the 

Negroes around I nd i a n Creek . The Sea l e s and t h e ir sla v e s 

arrived i n Jasper County in 184 9 or 1850 . Ri chard , b ett e r 

lmown a~ Un cle Dic k , notic ed t ha t the c olore d p e ople "ha d 

32Ibid . , 15-1 6 , a nd a s cit ed in Carroll , Texa s 
Bapti s t s , ~ -256 . 



no church , nor r espected the gospel . " Prior to tha t time 

the slaves had a ttended chu!'ch wi t h t heir m::i.sters. Joshua 

Seale told Uncle Dick he could preach to t he Negroe s. 

Uncle Dick held his f i rst r evival. The slave s came to 

hear t he gospel preached and many we r e s aved. Upon com

pleti on o~ t he church building Unc le Dic k name d it Dixie 

Bapti st Chur ch33 and initia ted a p!'og r am of conversion 

"wh ich anazed the community ." The slave s along Ind ian 

Creek "flocked into t he wooden church e a ch Sunday and 

dared not t hink of missing . 11 3L~ 
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At the Bapti s t State Convent ion in 1853, Jess e Wit t f 

r eport ed on t he "Religious Condi ti on of t he Colored Popu

l ation ." He s a id tha t within the l a st t wo or t hree years 

t he different de:iomina tions had shown a "growing c oncern" 

f or the r 0ligiou s welfare of t he sl~ve s . Acc ording to 

Witte , Baptists had been es pe cially int e r e sted in t he 

Ne gro 's spiritua l condition . Brother A. Buffington h ad 

agre ed to con tinue his work with the Negroes another ye ar 

33nixi e Bapti s t Church wa s finishe d in 1853 . The 
orig in 9. l ch,.:rch stil l s tands in t he Ind i an Cree k Com
muni t y west of J aspe r . It is t he only i ns titution tha t 
r ema ins of' Hh at used t o be a thri ving conrn,.uni t y . Hilliam 
Sea le, Texa s River~an - The Life and Time s of Cauta in 
Andre·,1 Smyth , 105-1 06 , and as ci tecii n111r istor·y of t h e 
Dix i e Baptist Church , fl The J asoer Fi> ee Ent erpr i se , J an 
uary 19 , 1967 , and as c i ted in nDi x i e Baptist Fi l le d for 
Ded icati on Ri tes , fl 'l'he Jasuer New ~ Boy ~ J anuary 19 , 196 7 . 

34rb id . 



and had sent nine dollars for Afric an missions which had 

been contribut ed b y the Ne gro memb ers of the Ande rson 

church. 35 
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The Colorado Association report for 1853 called 

attention to the f a ct tha t the Negroe s h ad been neglected 

during t he pa st year, particularly those in the lower 

Colorado and Old Caney valleys. No ah Hill had b een limited 

in his missiona r y activiti e s by ill hea lth and insuf

fici ent financi al support. The report noted tha t in a few 

loca l i ties t he mini sters ha d three o'clock s e rvic e s at the 

regular mont h l y mee tings wh ich we re specific ally for the 

slaves . It was r econ~ende d that the as socia tion ins truct 

the executive boar d to make additiona l arrangeme nt s for 

the gospe l t o b e preached to t he Ne groe s. 36 

John 0. Wa l ke r headed t he comni t tee whi ch r eported 

to t he Baptis t Sta t e Convention i n 1854 . Accor ding to t he 

r eport there wa s considerabl y mo r e i nterest with i n t he 

sta t e concerning t he r e l igious condit i on of t he slaves . 

35:r,iinutes of the Sixth Annua l Session of t he Baptis t 
Sta t e Convention of Texas , held in June , 1853 , a t Hunt s 
vil le , Walker County , 19 - 20 , and as c ited in Carro l l , Texas 
Baptists , 253 . 

36runute s of t he Seventh Annual Session of t he 
Co lorado Baptist Association, held in September , 1853, wi th 
t he church at Seguin , Guada lupe County, 9 . 
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Many pastors had preached to them on Sunday afternoons. 

The results were good, but there was a need for the 

pastors to preach to the Negro e s in more loc ations. The 

committee asked the prea chers to hold separate services 

for the Negroes and requested that in the future the 

churches make special reports about their Negro members 

at the Baptist State Convention. It was noted tha t Elder 

James Huckins had been preaching to the colored congrega

tion in Galveston. The convention re appo inted Brothe r A. 

Bui'fingtcn to work with the Negroes in Grimes County.37 

In 1854 a Negro church on the planta tion of J. H. 

Jones , Mat agorda County, succ essfully petitioned the Colo 

rado Asso ciation to be admitted into t he membership of the 

associa tion . Elders Noah Hi ll and J. I . Loudermilk , white 

prea chers,had been chosen as the ir delegates to the as

sociation . The association pa ssed a resolution giving 

their executive board the authority to appoint a missionary 

to work among the Negroe s and pledging the association to 

t he liberal support of this missiona r y . A co:rmnittee wa s 

appointed to s ee how this might be accomplished. The 

associa tiona l minut e s recorded that Elders J. I. Loudermilk 

37Minute8 of the Seventh Annual Ses s ion of the 
Baptist Sta t e Convention of Texa s, he ld in June, 1854 , 
at Palestine , Anderson Count y , 10, 14, and 15 . 



and W. L. Foster prea ched to a large group of Negroes, 

at the s ame time tha t other ministers were preaching to 

the whites .38 
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There is no way to determine e xactly what portion 

of the slaves were members of Bapt ist churches in the 

sta te, since there we re churches which never gave separate 

r eports on the n umber of Negroes in the ir membership. 

The following excerpts from the 1855 minute s of the 

church a t Huntsville, Wal ker County, demonstra te the in

terest sla ves around Huntsville h ad in the loc a l church. 

On Januar y 20, 1855, a letter of dismission was 

grante d to Ann , s e rvant of J ame s Hogue . On February 18, 

1855, Mitche ll, servant of Mrs . Mo sel y , and Charles, serv

ant of E . Wynne , "pre s ent ed t hems elves and lett e rs of dis

mission from t he ir r e spe c tive churches a nd on mo tion they 

were una nimou sl y r ec e ived a s memb e rs of t hi s church ." On 

March 18, 1855 , "Ren a s e r·va n t of Dr. Thomason pre s e nte d 

h erself and l ett e r• of dismission from Mount Zion Baptist 

Church in St. Cl a ir Count y , Al a b ama and on mot ion she was 

una nimously r e c e ived a s a member of t his Church." On 

April 14 , l etters of di s mission were grante d to Hann ah and 

38Minutes of t he Eighth Annivers ary of the Colorado 
Ba pt ist Associa tion , h e ld in Septembe r , 1854 , with t he 
church at Old Caney , 4, 6, and as c i t e d in Carr ol l, Texas 
Ba ptists , 257 , 



Pauline, servants of Dr. Kittrell, and Mason , servant of 

Mr. Munlin. On Nay 20, the church assembl ed at the pool 

near Gene r a l Ho uston's forme r residence for the purpos e 

of baptiz ing Nancy, s e r vant of Mr. Ed'.·rard Kibble; Sus an, 

Flora , and Katte y , servants of Mr. Hhite; and George , 

servant of .Hr. Ba rnes .39 
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At the 1855 session of the Ba ptist State Convention 

Noah Hill reported tha t the r eligiou s condi tion of the 

colored people was not what it ought to be . Baptists were 

concerned with s ending the gospe l to Africa , while t hera 

were Afric ans within t he st a te who had not heard the gospel 

in t wenty years . In t he citi es and to'.-ms the pastors we r e 

devot ing a portion of t he ir t ime to the slave s, but these 

efforts were not enough . Christi an masters needed to 

assemble t h9ir servants every Sabbath in order t o re ad and 

explain the Scr iptur es to them.4° 

In 1855 t he Colorado Association passed a r eso 

lution reco:1L~ending s eparate churches for the Negroes . 

Each white congregation was t o appoint a committee of five 

or more to attend the Negro s e rvic es . It would be t he r e 

sponsibility of the committee to kee p orde r and to make 

----------
39 111·Iinut es of t he First Baptist Church ," Huntsville , 

Wa l ker· County , 10-16 . 

4°r-rinutes of t he Eighth Annual Session of t he Bap
tis t State Convention of Texa s , held in lfovember , 1855 , 
at Independence , Washington Cou__r1ty, 17 . 



sure t h e s e rvic e s were condu cte d accord ing to Bibl ic a l 

t eaching s. The activitie s of t he Negro organiz a t ions 

were to b e r epo rt ed to t he associati on s epa r a tel y fr om 

t hos e of t he white churche s.41 

The s arae ye a r a Ne gro church loca t e d at Ande rson 
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in Gr imes Count y , petitioned f or member shi p in t h e Union 

Assoc i a t i on . The applic ation was r ef e rred to a c orn.mitt ee 

of prea chers and l aymen. The cow.Jnittee r e commende d t hat 

t he church not be r e c e i ve d, sinc e s eparat e churche s for 

t h e colored popul a tion wa s not in keeping with t he proper 

rel a tionship which sh ould ex i s t be t ween slave and ma st e r; 

but t ha t t he Negr oes be permi t ted to have s epa r a te servic e s 

and be allowed t o appo i n t t h e i r oim deacons to ma inta in 

di s c ipline . The se r vi c e s for t he slave s we r e t o b e he ld 

in t he "pre s enc e and counsel of s ome j udi cious whi t e 

memb ers . 1142 

B. D. Arnold and hi s committee prepar ed t h e repor t 

on t he colo r ed popul a t i on ' s r eligious condition at the 1855 

41Minute s of t he Ninth Annual Ses s ion of the 
Co lorado Baptist Associ ation , he ld i n Septemb er , 1855 , 
with Bethany Chur ch , Fayett e Count y , J. 

4 2Mi nut e s of t he Sixteenth Annua l Mee ting of t he 
Uni on Bapti s t Assoc i at i on , h e ld in Octobe r , 1855 , with 
New Yea r ' s Cr eek Chur ch, Brenham , Washington Cou.,_---i ty , 4-5, 
and a s c i t ed in Carroll , Texas Baut ists , 257-25 8 . 
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session of the Trinity River Association. They observed 

that while the town churches had r egular services for the 

Negroes, there was a large portion of the rura l slave 

population which did not h ave an opportunity to receive 

religious instruction. The co~.mittee r e coTIID1e nded tha t 

thos e who owned slaves must make it convenient for the 

ministers to visit their s e rvants, and tha t they should 

make contributions to aid the association in sending 

mi nisters to preach to the slaves.43 

At the Baptist State Convention in 1856 , A. Buf 

fington r eported tha t the r e were 40,000 Negroes in Texa s . 44 

He felt tha t t he purpose of the ir i mpo rt a tion to America 

h a d b een to Christianize t hem by r emov ing them from t he 

"corruption of heathenism" and surrounding them with the 

influenc e of Christianity . Providence h a d placed t hem here 

"to l earn t he way of t ruth and l ife ." Now the f a n ati cal 

abolitionists were c aus ing discord . Christian s had t o over

come t his h armful influence by t eaching t hese "sons of Ham" 

to b e ob e dient to t heir maste r s and to b e come Christians. 

43Minutes of the Eighth Annual Session of the 
Trinity Riva ~ Ass ociat ion, he l d in 1855 , with t he Little 
Riv er Baptist Cht,rch, ?•!ilarn Cu Ui.'1ty , 9. 

~hese statistics do not coincide with tho se 
given by Engelking . 
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Many sl av e s h a d b een conve rted during the year. Slave 

owne rs, whe t he r Christian or not, had contribute d money 

and had co-ope r a ted wi th t he missionaries. Bui'fington and 

his commi ttee made three recom.~endations : first, that the 

pastor s preach on the duty of masters to s e rvants as Paul 

t aught in Ephesians 6 :5-7 and I Timothy 6:1-5; s econd, 

tha t all ministers and churches withi n t he convention do 

all they could to provide the slave po pula tion with the 

me a ns of s a lvat ion; and third, t ha t the above be ac 

c omplishe d b y urging Christia n mas t e rs to co-opera t e 

with the missionaries b y employing "discreet , pious, and 

trie d" men to instruct these " exc it able people!' r a the 1• 

t han arouse their emotions , a nd b y selecting three mi s

sionaries specifical ly for the c o lored population.45 

In 1856 R. T. Baylor report ed that the ministry to 

t he Negroes was be i ng greatly n egl e cted in t he Trini ty 

Rive r Associ~tion . He made a plea fo r a ll minis t ers to 

preach to the slaves by s pecial a rrangement on Sunday 

4/ 
• 0 even i ngs . 

45Proceedings of the Baptist St a te Convention of 
Texas , h e ld in October , 1856 , with t he church in Anderson , 
Grimes County , 15-16 , and a s c it e d in Carroll; Texas 
Bapti sts , 256-257 , 

46 1inutes of the Ninth Annual Session of t he Trinity 
River Association ~ held in 1856 , with the Baptist Church , 
Sp ringfie ld, Limestone County , 9 . 
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In 1857 the report concerning the spiritual con

dit ion of t he colored population wa s r ead to the Baptis t 

State Convention b y Jona s Johnston. He said that the 

Negro e s showed "more anxiety and a greater willingness to 

h ear the gospel" than any other people, while more gen

eral ly cherishing its truths and prec e pts th3n the more 

intelligent whites . The report called a ttention to the 

fact that there were a few places in the state where 

Negroes had s epara te churches over which white ministers 

presided , whi l e in other areas these churches had Negro 

ministers and the s e rvic e s were attended by a corn.~itt ee 

of white men . Having personal l y h eard thei r exhortat ions 

and prayers, Johnston felt t hat the s l aves co~pared 

f a vorably with the white brethren in piety and zeal . The 

committee r e co mrr..8 nded that arra n gements be made for the 

Negroes to use t ha t portion of the church not occupi ed by 

t he whites and t hat the white brethren b e mo re f a ithful 

i n attending tha Negro services .47 

In 1 857 the Colorado Association r epor ted that t he 

Negroes had received the at t ention of the member churche s 

and the ir pastors . The gospel had b een preached to t he 

Negrc,es on Sunday evening at which time the colored 

47rroceedings of t he Baptist State Convention of 
Texas , held in October, 1857 , with the Hunt sville Baptist 
Church , Wal~er Co unty, and a s ci ted i n Carro ll , Tex a~ 
Baptis ts, 257. 
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members were given religiou s instruction a nd an oppor

tt1-11ity to obtain "church privileges . 11 Many had been con

verted and received into the churches. As far as the 

committe e knew there h ad been no disorders.48 

The s ame year the Trinity River Association ob

served that the religious conditio~ of the servants had 

been neglected b y their own e rs and the ministers of the 

gospel. With only a few exceptions the subject had not 

rec e ived the attention t ha t its importance d emanded . 

Nothing should have b een of greater concern to the asso

ciation tha n the r eligious c ondit io:n of the colored pop

ulation. The gospel was adaptable to the ir capacities , 

when properly presented, a n d it pro~o ted the be s t in

tere sts of both 0 1:m e rs and servants. The r eception of the 

gos pe l b y t he slave s m~de them content with th~ir c ondi 

tion in life, m~de them f ai thful in the discha r ge of t he ir 

duties , a n d afforded t hem c omfort through the journe y of 

life . It would a lso d is r upt t he desi gns of the f ana tics 

in their atteCTpt to unde~nine the insti tution of slave r y . 

The co:m.'Tlit tee r ecommended t h a t owners se cure ministers 

to preach to t heir s e r vants and facilities for the ir 

48Hinutes of the Colorado Association , held in 
Sept embe r, 1857 , with Navidad Church , Faye tt e County , 
14. 



workers , with church buildings either on their planta

tions or in their neighborhood; that all ministers pre-

sent the gospe l to serva nts within their area; and t ha t 
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a recommendation b e brought before t he Baptist State Con

vention to s ecure the services of ministe rs who would go 

to the variou s plantations and present the gospel. The se 

ministers c ould be paid from the annual contributions to 

the State Convention.49 

Jonas Johnston r eported to Union Ass ociation in 

1857 . He said that all t he pre a chers were holding r elig

ious servic e s for their Negro congre ga tions in t he after

no ons , and t h a t t hese services had r esulted in a r apid 

inc r ease cf Negro members . If more were t o b e accompl ish e d 

there would have to b e co-op e r a tion from t h e l aity . Two 

r e com..:1enda tions were offered. Firs t , a portion of t h e 

church should b e r e served fo r the Ne g ro e s to enable them 

to h e ar t wice a s much preaching a s t he y had forma lly h eard. 

Second, t he laity should attend the s pe ci a l s e rvic e s for 

the sla ves , thu s exhibi t i ng a n inte r es ~ in their spiritual 

welfa re .and en cou~ag ing t hem to come to the white 

49Minutes of t he Te n t h Ann ua l Se s s i on of t he Trinity 
Riv e r As so ciat i on of Un i t e d Bapt i sts , h e l d in Sept emb e r , 
1857 , with t he Baptist Church a t Waco , Nc Lenn an Co unty , 
6-7. 



brethren for advice and instruction in all their diffi

culties . SO 

At the Baptist State Convention in 1858 M. M. 
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Callaway and committee reported that it was c ustomary for 

the pastors to pre a ch to the slaves one Sunda y each month , 

These servic e s had b een successful . The committee urged 

the convention to appoint missiona ries to work with the 

slaves. It was felt that the large slave holders would 

support "any God fearing man" who was appointed by the 

Baptist State Convention.51 

0 . D. Battle submitted a r eport to the Red River 

Associ a tion in 1858 , which stated that there was a "gre a t 

destituti on of religious instr'.lction" among the Negroes . 

Some of the pastors preached to large congregations of 

slaves at the regular monthly me e tings; but Baptists n eeded 

to show great er effort, and pastors s hould devote a portion 

of e a ch Sabbath to t~eir r e ligious instruction . The 

50Minutes of the Eighteenth Annual Session o~ the 
Union Association , held in Octobe r , 1857 , with Bethany 
Church , GrLmes County , 8-9. 

51Minutes of the Texa s Baptist State Convention, 
held in Octob e r, 1858, with Independence Church, \'/ashington 
Count y , 7 . 



report asserted that some of t:ie slave s ha d made "orderly 

members of t he ch:1rch. 11 52 
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In 1858 membe rs of t he committ ee on the "Religious 

Condition of t he Colored Popul a tion" in the Trinity River 

Assoc iation felt they could suppo rt t wo missionaries to 

pre a ch to t he slaves . One missionary was ne eded for 

McLennan and Falls Counties, one for Robertson Count y , and 

one or mo r e on t he Trinity River and in the interior . 

Baptists who we r e planting on the Brazos River uere paying 

Me thodis t preache rs to instruct t hei r servants , bu t they 

pref erred Baptist ministers . The a ss oc i a tion s hould do all 

in its powe r to suppl y thi s need . The cormni ttee anno unced 

tha t there were not enough minis t e r s to fill t he demand of 

t he exis ting churches , therefore no r e co:m,~enda tions we r e 

made . They r e iterated t he f a ct that the "spi r i t ua l en

lighten.11ent and tra ining" of t he Negro population r es t ed 

upon t hose present , and all me ans must be taken to suppl y 

their wants . 53 

In 1858 Noah Hill r eport ed that wi t hout exception 

52Minute s of the Red Rive r Assoc i ation of Ba pt ist s , 
h eld in Octobe r , 1858 , with Concord Churc h , Re d Rive r 
County , 12 . .. 

531,iinutes of the Eleventh Annua l Session of t he 
Trinit y Rive r Associa tion of Unit ed Baptists , held in 
Septembe r , 1858 , with Tehua cana Church , Free stone Count y , 
7. 
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the ministers in Union Association had devoted time on 

Sunday evenings to the special instruction of the slaves. 

The gospel was "joyfullyn rec e ived by the Negroes and many 

of them had been converted. Once more ministers were en-

couraged to provide a place for the servants to sit during 

the regular worship services while continuing their 

special services.54 

In 1859 A. Daniel was chairman of the committee on 

the "Religious Condition of the Colored Population" at the 

Baptist State Convention. It was ascertained tha t a great 

majority of t':-le churches were holding re gular services for 

the Negroes , and the missionaries were preaching to them, 

too. As a r esult of t hese efforts, many were being saved 

and we r>e becoming "orderly and us eful" members of the 

churches . The committee r ecommended that laymen mee t with 

t he Negroes every Sunday to te ach them the scriptures and 

to hold business meetings , thus enabling them to nlearn t he 

r esponsibility t ha t rests upon them to wat ch ove r each 

other , to love , and to good works . n It was also recorn.rnend ed 

54Minutes of the Nineteenth Annua l Sess :i.on of the 
Union Baptist Assoc i a tion, held in Oct ober, 1858 , with 
the Houn.t Zion Church, Was hington Count y , 7. 



that mis s ionaries be sent to the destitute areas to preach 

to the slaves. 55 

The need for work amo ng the colore d population in 

the Color a do Association wa s apparent from the report 

given in 1859 by J. T. Powell. He noted that the counties 

within the association contained 20,209 slaves, but there 

were only 172 Ne groes on the church rolls of the associa

tion. The re were only twenty~one Baptist churches to 

minister to the s e Negroes, and some of the counties with 
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the most slaves had no minister. Brothe r Powell sugge sted 

ths.t they 11 ce a s e to enl arge the book of r e solutions and 

reports and open the Book of Acts tha t t hese i mmortal being s 

may h av e the bread of et e r na l lif e distribute d among 

them . 1156 

The Trin ity Riv e r Asso ci a t i on r e port on the "R elig ious 

Con dition of t he Colored Popul atio n 11 wa s s ubmi t _t e d b y J. W. 

Spe i ght and c ommi t tee . The repo r t b e gan with an affirma 

tion of t hei r b e li ef t ha t sl av e ry wa s of divine au thority 

end a c onf i rr:iation of t heir conviction t ha t t hey we r e as 

r espons i ble for the r e lig i ous i ns t ruc t ion of t he ir s erv ant s 

55Minutes o f the Twelf t h Annual Session of the 
Bapti s t Stat e Convention c f the State of Texas , he l d in 
October , 1 859 , et Wa c o , McL enn an Coun ty , 11-12. 

5 6Mi nutes of t he Colorado Assoc i a ti on , h e ld in 
Sept ember , H359 , with Ol d Geney Ba pt i st Churc h , Wh arton, 
9. 



as for t ha t of t he i r chi l dren. The committee sugges t ed 

tha t the churches make cert a in tha t s epa r a te servic e s 
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were he ld for t he Negroes , unle ss it was convenient to 

pre a ch to t he white and colored members at the s ame time. 

Missionaries could and would be supported in Falls, Brazo s, 

McLennan , and Robertson Counti e s. A r e solution wa s pass ed 

to r eque st the Baptist Sta te Convention to appoint three 

missiona ries to those cou...~ties.57 

In 1 859 David Fishe r and committ ee announc ed tha t 

the good work among t he sla ves in Union Association was 

continuing , and t hat the Negroe s were appreciative of the 

r e ligiou s work be ing done for them . Once more , l aymen of 

the asso ciat i on were asked to b e mo r e co -operat ive wi th 

the ministers . The committee as~ed all churcr-es to appoint 

an annua l standing committee t o help the minis t ers in t hei r 

work with t he colored population and to advise t he Negro 

members in the procedure for conducting church con

ference .58 

D. B . Mo rrill and cormnittee r eported to the Ch e rokee 

57i1 inutes of t h e T,-re lfth Annual Sess ion of the 
Trinity Rive r Asso cia tion of Unit ed Bapt ists, he l d in 
Septembe r , 1859 , with Salem Churc h , Lime stone County , 8. 

5 8Minutes of the T1 enti eth An.11 l2. l Sess ion of t he 
Union Baptist Association , held f rom Sept ember 30 to 
Octobe l' 3, 1859 , with t he Post Oak Grove Church , GrLrnes 
County , 10 . 



Association in 1860. Their report on the spiritual con

dition of t he colored population noted that many of the 

churches and Christian mast ers within the as socia tion 

were making provision for the gospel to be preached to 

the slaves , and tha t the sla ves responded readily. Work 

among the Negroe s had b een slowe d by "northe rn f anatics" 

and "wic ke d incendiaries," but it should be e a rnestly 

continued .59 

In 1860 R. T. Ba ylor ac1rnoHl edged tha t the sl aves 
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had been given special attention in some pa r ts of t he 

Colo r ado As soc i a tio::1, but th2- t preaching had b een "po s tively 

forb idden" in t he r emainder of t he asso c iation . The re -

port expressed t he fe a r t hat the dis turbanc e s wh ich had 

occ urred in c6rt a i n are2.s of t he country r1cight l essen r-0 •• 

ligious interest in beha l f of the slave s . Thi s woul d b e 

l ament able since it was their responsibility to preach the 

gos pel to t he Negroes . Brothe r Baylor ' s r eport was ac 

ce pted with an ar.wnd...-nent which plac ed that body on rec')rd 

as b e i ng i n f avor of providing r el i gious instruction for 

t he slaves . 60 

59Minutes of t he Cherokee Baptis t Assoc i ation, 
held in October , 1 860 , wi th Knoxville Chur.::h, Cherokee 
County , 1 0 . 

bOMinutes of t he Co lora do Association he ld in 
September , 1860 , with Shiloh Church , Fayette Co1.mty, 10. 
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In 1860 James Hogue and his committee obs grved that 

the spiritual condition of the colored people within the 

bounds of Tryon Association had been very encouraging, but 

"recent conditions" brought about the feeling tha t public 

services should not be held for the servants. It was the 

opinion of the committee that the slaves should be in

structed in the principle of salvation and in the duties 

of se rv itude , b ecause religion led to the purific a tion of 

men's hearts, the regul a tion of discordant lives, and the 

st rengthening of civil and social relations. Two reso

lutions were adopted . All ma sters and owners of slaves 

were to t ?ke their s ervants to church or to send them under 

the protection of an overseer , who would return home with 

them after church ; and the ministers were to t each the 

slaves that t he ir relation to the ir .mas ter was of divine 

appointment and their fi delity as servants was "a test of 

the g enuineness of the ir Christ i an char a cte r. 1161 

M. Ro ss , No ~h Hill , end J . R. St ewar t constituted 

the cornnittee which r e port e d on th& "Re ligious Condition 

of t he Colored Populat ion " 13.t t he Un ion Association in 

61Minutes of t he Tryon Bapt i st Associa ti on , h e ld 
in August , 1860 , with t he New Salem Bapt i st Church , Polk 
Co unty , 5-6 . 



1860 . The y felt that the r e ligious ins truction of the 

slaves was becomin g more L~port ant. The Negroes n eeded 

to u.nde rstand tha t slavery was of divine a rra ngement a nd 

as slave s t hey must "yie l d a he a rt y obedience to a ll 

God's requirements ," t hus s e curing t hei r h appiness , while 

l earning to "obe y t he ir ma sters in a ll things ." Min i sters 

who were to wo r k among the Negroes h ad to b e thos e who 

understood t he sp iritua l wants of the slave s and whose 

minds were not pre judiced aga inst the divine institut ion 

of slavery . By preaching the gospe l to the slaves "the 

ma china tions of t he devil, t hrough his emissarie s , the 

d e l uded and mad f a n a tics of t h e No r th" would b e cone frus 

trated and "God 1 s n ame wou ld b e glorified i n t he s a lva 

tion of men . 1162 

Governor A. C . Horton of Matagor~a , owned near l y 

t hree hundred sl aves . He Has d eepl y interes ted in t hei r 

c omfort snd r e ligious we l fare . A l arge m unbe r of these 

Negroes were members of t he Baptist Church a t r✓:atago rda . 

Gover•nor Horton built 2. church house conveniently located 

b etween his plant a tions and employed a preacher to preach 

t o t he sl aves . No ah Hill, who was Gov e rnor Horton 1 s 

pastor, s a id that one of the most touching sc ~nes he had 

6 21u:1 utE',s of the T,.. ent y -first Annua l Heeting of t he 
Union Ba ptist Associat i on , held in August , 1860, with 
Be llvill e Eaptis t Church , Austin Coanty , 14. 
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ever s een was that of Governor Horton and his wife read-

i ng the Bible and praying for their s ervants. 

R. C. Burles on wro t e t ha t whi le he was president 

of Baylo r Univer•sity he visited Governor Horton . At the 

Governor' s special request Burleson preached to his 

slaves . Burleson was impressed b y Governor Horton's sin

cere concern for his Negro s ervants . It was Burleson 's 

contention tha t : 

If the South had b een full of such Christian 
masters as Gov . Horton, God neve r would ha ve 
allowed t he abolition f ana tics to set the 
slaves fr ee till they were Christianized and 
prepa red for citizenship or t o r e t urn home to 
Afric a and coloni ze and Cb.risti an:i. ze the ' Dark 
Cont inent . 1 The Afric an r a ce would

6
thereby have 

be en a bless ing to both continents . 3 

From 1836 t o 1860 Te xa s Baptists too k particular 

inte r es t in t he spiri t ual needs of t he slaves wi thin t he 

state . It Hould be diffic ul t to determine the number of 

Negro Baptists in Texas prior to the Civil Wa r , bec ause 

many of t he churches did not file s eparate r eports on t heir 

Negro membe r·s ; but ass ociation and convention minutes 

ve rify tha t missionaries and lo cal minis t ers preached to 

t he slaves r egularly . There were a f ew colored prea che rs 

in t he st~t e , but a majority of the slaves who were Baptist 

63c arroll: Texas Baotists , 498-503. 
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b elonged to t he. s ame churche s a s the whites . The serva nts 

atte nded wo r ship s ervic es with t he ir ma ste rs and then 

the preachers would h a v e af t e rnoo n or eve ning s ervi c e s 

which were s pe cific a lly designed for their instruction . 

Many of the sla v e ovmers co - ope r a t ed with t he Baptists 

who wanted to preach to t heir slave s , a nd some ma sters 

b uilt c hurch houses on the ir pla n ta tions and p a id for the 

serv ices of a preacher . The associ a tiona l minut e s indi 

cate t hat b e t ween 1856 a n d 1860 t he r e were ag it a tors who 

were trying to disturb t he Negro e s . These r ec ords sug 

gested t hat all worship s ervic es for t he slaves should be 

attended b y a g roup of white men in order to prevent dis 

t urbances . Thi s was the b eginning of t he ever increasing 

problems which we r e t o b e encount e r ed b y Texas Baptists 

i n their work with t he Negroes during t he years of Civil 

War a nd Reconstruction . 



CHAPTER III 

WORK BY THE BAPTISTS AHONG TEXAS NEGROES 

DURING THE CO NFEDERACY PF..RIOD , 

1861-1865 

The coming of the Civil War added t o t he diff iculti es 

of Christianizing the Negroes . Preachers and mi ssionaries 

were scar ce , money wa s not avai l abl e for t he support of 

r eligious work f or t h e Ne gro es , and many peopl e ob j ected 

to gathering of crowds of Negroes , even i f it were for 

r eligiou s i nstructi on . Texa s Baptist s continued to accept 

r espons ibi lity for t he spiritual welfare of t he slave s ; 

but as t he work continue d , the obst acle s encountered ofte n 

appea.r ed insurr10u:-i tabl e . 

By 1861 many Texans wer e in f avor of s e c e ssion . 

Ther efore , on Februar y 1, 1861 , Texa s s e cede d from t he Union 

and joined t he Confeder nt e St a t e s of Americ a . At tha t 

t i me t here were 232 , 534 sl aves in Texa s . As the Northern 

armi es overran t h8 Sout he r n stat es many of t h e slaves fr om 

t hos e states were brought to Texas . During th~ four ye ars 

of war t he Iegroes continued to work the crop s a nd l ook 

after t he lives t ock on t he pl antat i ons as usual . The 



slaves were f a ithful to the ir masters almo st without ex-

t . 1 c ep ion . 

At t he outbreak of t he Civil War the r e we re t wo 
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genera l bodies of Baptists in Texa s, t wenty- four a ssocia

tions , and a church membership exceeding fifty t hous and . 

During the four ye ars of war one of t he greatest difficul

ties encounte r ed b y Texas Baptists in t hei r attempt to 

C}:,_risti&ni ze t he Negroes , was t he sc a rcity of preache rs . 

At l ea st half the white pre a chers were in the army , and 

t h~r e were probably not half a do zen Negro pre achers in the 

ent ire state . Often t he pre a chers who r ema ined a t home we r e 

old and we ak and could preach only occ asionally in t he ir 

1 l 
. . 2 oca_ c or.L~un1t1es . 

J. -1. D. Creath was cha irman of the co::-.mittee on t he 

"Religious Condition of t he Colored Popul a tion" whi ch r e 

port ed to the Bs ptist Sta t e Convention i n 1861 . The r e 

port c a ll e d att ention to the f a ct tha t r eligious instruction 

for the Hegre wa s being "s adly h inde r ed " be cause of t he 

c ircw1s t anc e s brought about by war . There were only a f ew 

plac e s whe:·e t he min i sters could assemble slave congrega 

t ions . A sm2.ll nunbe r of the b r ethren we re instruct ing 

1 Enge L dn[; , "Slave r y in 'l' exas , 11 79- 80 , and as cit ed 
in Cla r ,:: a nd Linde r , The Sten~ of J_exa s , 252 - 273 . 

2carr oll , Tex a s Ba0t ists , 328 , and a s c ited i n 
Norr.!an \-lade Cox (ed . ) , .En cyc lo P~j.j_.a o:(_ Sout._ern Bantist~.J 
I I , 1376 . 
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their slaves at hone. The com..~ittee was grea tly concerned 

as to what course should be pursue d . The convention passed 

a resolution r e co:mr:1e nding the continuation of re l igious 

services for the slaves and r equesting that t he white 

b rethren attend these meetings . 3 

I n the 1861 r e port to t he Cherokee Association M. V. 

Smith rema rked that the Baptists' obligations t o God , c on 

c erning the Negro , had never been stronger . Sl avery was 

an institution of divine appoint~ent and Christians were 

p ledged to its perpetuation . The spiritua l welfare of the 

Negroes was co~Jnitted to t he Christians , therefore they 

must r espond . Churches within the association were asked 

to hold regul ar s erv ic es for t h e slaves .4 

D. B . Mo r ri ll r ead the report on the religious c on

dition of t he slaves to the Baptist Convention of Eastern 

Texas. It was observed that generally some attention had 

be en given to the spiritual welfare of the slaves , but 

there were areas in which the Negro e s had be e n neglected. 

The r eport continued by explaining the spiritual c ondi tion 

of the Negro : 

3Bapt ist St a t e Convention of Texas - 1861 Session , 
8- 9 , a nd as cited in Carro ll , Texas Bautists , 329 . 

4Minutes of t he Cheroke e B3.pt5_st Associat ion , held 
in Octobe r , 1861, w~-th t he Jar.iestown Church, Smi th County, 
5 , 



' Here we mee t with nothing but ignora nce and 
t he native depra vity of the heart to pre vent 
t he effects of the pre ached word . Unlik e many 
of those more highly f avo r e d in t he ir generation 
who r eject what beni ghted r ea son can not grasp , 
t h e y le a rn to receive as truth the unvarni s hed 
teachings of Scripture . Their minds , b eing un 
t r an1.i~e led ~ith the p e rversions of s cience and the 
mysti c isms of false philoso phy, are susceptible of 
r eligious impre ssions , and are left n o fa ls e 
r efuges to which t hey can flee , with no infide l 
t h e ories behind which to entrench themselves , and 
n o s tifli ng skepticism to arrest the sword of t he 
Spirit . Free fr om the surfe iting c a res which 
absorb the energ ies and engross t he thoughts o f 
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t h e ambitious and covetous; f ree from the t empta 
t ions of wealth and luxury ; wi t h no Pha risai c a l no 
t ions of hU1~2n me rit , the y h ave n o settled opposi 
tion to the h umiliatin6 doctrines of grace , but 
Ethiopi a is stre tching forth her hand to God . Thi s 
d epartment of our l~or is invested with increasing 
impo rt ance by the p e c ulia r circ 1..L.'11s t anc es whic h 
s urround us . 

' Other depart men t s of Christian enterprise s eem 
fo r the present t o b e crowded with fo~nidable ob 
s t a cle s . A l a r ge portion of our citizens a r e 
b e ing called to the t ented field to guard ou r 
n a tiona l interests or i nto battle line to lift 
t he sword in d efence of our in~a ded r ights . News 
o f ap~roach i ng armies and threa tening d angers 
k eeps the popul a ce in a continued state of ex
ci tement , and t he t houghts , feelings and energies 
of our p eople a ll cluster around one commo n c ause . 
But among our slave s we are grat ified to find an 
unusual d egree of c almness and quietude . 1.-Jhere 
t hey h ave been favo red with r egular and faithful 
ministry of t he i-~o rd , t he result s have b een highly 
gra tifying . Many in different p a rts o f our b ounds 
h ave b een b rought during the past yea r , to a saving 
knowledge of t he truth . Among t:ie m there is a t 
this t ime a marked evidence of a revival spirit . 
Your co mrn i ttee would earnestly recormne nd tha t our 
churches increase their efforts to bring our servant s 
under the i nfluence o f the gospe l . And tha t ou r 



ministers avail t hemselves of this open door , 
and embra ce the favorable opportunity to 
gather for eternity this r ipe and invi t i~g 
harvest .;> 
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John Buckholts and commi ttee reported t o the Littl e 

River Association t hat ID.3.ny slaves had be en s ave d during 

1861. The Negroes were attentive and observed good order 

while attending s ervices . J. G. Thomas ha d ha d a suc

cessful year a s missionary to the slaves along the Brazos 

River . The committee a cknowl edged that in certain portions 

of t he as s ociation the Negroes had been neglected and 

urged the pastors to continue service s fo r them ; but r ecom

mended that the minis t ers take a "cormni ttee of r espe ctabl e 

cit izens" with them ~..;hen having worship services for t he 

s laves . 6 

At the annual meeting of the Trinity River Asso

c iation in 1861 , J . J . Pope and commit t ee r eported that the 

colored popula tion wa s in a desti tute condition , and there 

was no way to reme dy the situation unless the slaves ' 

master s would t ake the matt e r in hand . The committee 

r ecommended tha t the associ ation drop the subject "on 

account of t he politica l condition of the country. 11 7 

5carroll , Texa s Baotist s , 329-330 . 

6Ibi ~ ., 331. 

h·inut e s of t :ie Fo u:i:-t eenth Annua l Se ssion of t he 
Trinity River Assoc i a tion of the United Baptist , held 
in September , 1861, with the Ste r ling Church, Robertson 
Co unty, 10. 
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S. G. O1 Bryan gave the report on the "Religious 

Condit ion of the Colored Populat ion" to the Union Ass ocia

tion in 1861 . He said that the gospel was being pre a ched 

regularly to the Negroes in portions of the association, 

but in other parts both the white s and the blacks were de

prived of religious instruction. There were places where 

s ervices had been s uspended b e cause of the political 

exc itement. This had not be en done to prevent the slaves 

from hearing the gospel, but to avert the ga thering of 

laree cro,ids. In some co rmmmities provisions for preach

ing to t he Negroas had b een expanded every year. Smith 

contended t ha t prea ch ing to t he slave s wou l d bring them 

to Christ and would r emind them tha t their obligations to 

t heir ma ste rs proceeded from God. \-rnen the O',me rs I per

mission coul d be obta ined , the preachers should instruct 

the slave s on the plantations . In towns t he ministers 

shoul d pr each to t h e slaves and t h en a id in qui e tly dis

pe r sing the congrega tion afte r t he servic e . The people 

shoul d be prepa red to prot ect their minis t ers from the 

f a ls e accus a t ions of enemi e s , should they a ri se . 8 

81,Iinutes of t he Twenty- s e cond Annua l 1-iecting of t!'le 
Union Bap t ist Associ a tion, he l d in July ; 1861 , a t t!'le 
First Baptist Church , Hous ton , Texa s , 3-4 , and as c ited 
in Carroll , Texa s Baptist s , 328-329 . 
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In 1861 T. P. Aycoc k and com.mittee reported t hat 

the Waco Association did not h a ve a missionary to work 

with the colored population a t tha t time, and there was 

no hope for one. The r eport c a lled attent ion to the f act 

tha t the soci a l and industrial s ystems of the area furn

ished an opportunity for the s a lvation of the slaves. It 

concluded b y saying : 

We u rge our churche s and pre a chers to do all 
they c an tha t 'thus ma y the voice of Christi anity 
vindica t e our socia l syst em as not inconsistent 
with civ ili za tion b u t as the appo inted means 
b y which Ethion ia sha ll stre tch out h er h and to 
Go d . 9 -

Geo rge W. Baines , Sr. r eport ed on the "R eligious 

Con dition of the Colored Popul a tion" at the Ba ptist State 

Conv ention in 1862. He said t ha t t he war was "the 

chastening judgenents of God," bec aus e they had f a il e d 

to give the g ospel to t h e sla ves . He r easone d tha t 

sinc e 

... i t c annot b e wrong to own s l av e s , may 
it no t b e tha t much of the pre sent d ee p 
afflicti on i s a manifes t a tion of God ' s 
di spleasu re a ga inst u s for our n eglect to 
f u r nish t he means o f go s p 9l gra c e , b y which 
t h e ir s oul s ma y b e s a v ed? 

9Minutes of the Se cond Annua l Se ssion of the Wac o 
Ba pti s t Association , h e ld in Septe~nbe r , 1 861 , at the 
Bapt i st Chu~c:1. i n Harlin , 8- 9 , and a s cit e d i n Ca rroll 1 

Texa s ~ t ists, 330 , 
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He f e lt t hat t hese "evils" woul d no t be r emoved until 

Christ ians r epented and pe r f ormed t he ir duty of pres enting 

the plan of s a lva t io n to t he 3laves .10 

A commi t tee of the Little River Associ ation ob s erved 

that r egul ar s erv ice s were be i ng h e l d for the slaves, but 

"des titut i on '' still existed in some area s of the associa

tion. 01-m ers were advised to provide an opportunity for 

the i r slave s to hea r t he gos pe l and pa sto rs we r e to giv e 

1 . . . .._ t. t t' N h 'bl ll r e 1g1ou s ins~ruc i on o ne egro es w ene ver poss i e. 

A. Ellis wa s cha i r:;12..n of t he co:mni tte e whi ch r e 

por t ed t o t he Tryon Association i n 1862. The pa st or s had 

been succ essf ul in ministe r ing to t he Negr oe s, but mor e 

work needed t o be done a..'1long t hem. The Bible s 2.. nc tione d 

sl avery , but it a l s o made t he nasters r espons ible for 

t ea ching t he i r slaves "the means of grace ." The c om:.n ittee 

r cco:nrnended that pastors preach t he gospel t o t he slaves 

h ' bl 12 wen poss1 e . 

In 1862 t:1e r eport on the "Religious Condition of 

t h 9 Colored Popul a tion " in Union Association was given by 

10Baptist State Convention of Texas , 1862 Se s s ion , 
6, and as c ited in Carroll , Texa ~ Bautists , 331 -332 . 

11carroll , Texas Bantists, 332 . 

12Minutes of t he Tryon Association, h eld in Septem
ber , 1862 , a t the Moun~ Aerial Church a t Livings ton , Polk 
Co ur1ty , 3-4 . 
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Noah Hill . Hill related t hat in so me localities Bapt ists 

had failed to give the slaves sufficient attention, and 

in othe r areas t he Negroes had been complete ly neglected. 

The churches and the prea che rs were responsible for pre

s enting t he gospel to the slaves , while "having due re gard 

for the l aws of the sta t e . 111 3 

Henry Rogers r epo rt ed to Wa co Association in 1862. 

He acknowledged tha t the slaves were in nee d of spiritua l 

help, but the "distrac t ed condi tion of t he country " pre

v ented their having a mi s siona ry ; and there was no othe r 

wa y to r eme dy the situation . 14 

In 1863 S . T. Caldwell, T . J.B. Hedley, and A.G. 

Hayne s were members of t he co~JTiittee which report ed on 

t he "Religious Condition of the Colored Popula ti on' 1 at 

the Baptist Sta te Convention . The report de clare d that 

t h e churches were "much inte r es ted in the religious i m

proveme nt of the Nesroes in the ir bounds . " Some of the 

slaves wo r shipped with their owne rs in a portion of t he 

chur8h set apart for them, while others met in the churches 

13ninutes of t he Twent y-third Ann'...la l Meeting of t he 
Un ion Baptist Associat ion, held in Jv.ly, 1 862 , with the 
Bren..'1.arn Cnur ch , Hashington Count y , 9. 

14Hi nutes of t he Thi r d Annual Sess ion of the daco 
Baptist As soc i a ti on , h e ld in 1 862 , with the church at 
Bos qu9vi l le, 6 , and as cited in Carroll , Texa s Bantists , 
332 . 



on Sunday afte rnoon and heard the ir pastors preach . The 

committ ee r e co:n.~end ed tha t the pastors instruct the 
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Negro es on three points. First, tha t slavery was scriptur

al, tha t the masters were the guardians of the slaves and 

the only one who s ympa thized and cared for him. Second , 

tha t t he promises made to the Negro e s by the Federals were 

politic a lly mo tivat ed with a view of injuring the South 

rather t han be ttering the condition of the Negro. Third, 

if the Negroes joined t he Federals, t he y absolved the 

obligation of the ir ma ste~ to defend and protect them and 

they would be treat ed as enemi e s of t he Confeder a te 

govern1r,.a n t. The committee said it would be ne c e ss a17 to 

obtain the approva l of the l eading citi zens of a community 

b efore d.elivE;ring such discourses and thes e s er mons would 

have t o be given wi t h "great care and prudence . 1115 

I n 1863 t he Che rokee Baptist Association not ed tha t 

t he sla ve s had t een grea tly negle cted . Since the whi t es 

had r ea ped t he ben efits of the ir l abours , they were respon -

16 s i~le for presenting the go s pe l to the Negro e s . 

1 51,anute s of the Seven t e enth Annual Se ssion of' t he 
Baptist State Conv ention of Texa s , he ld in Octobe r , 1863 , 
wi th t he Chur ch a t Inde pend enc e , Washi ngton County , 6, 
and as cited in Car1°olJ, Texa s _'§p .. Pt 5.s t $ : 333-334 . 

1 6Mi nute s of the Chero kee Ba ptist As~oc i a tion, he ld 
in October , 1863, i.ith La rissa Church , Che r okee County, 5 , 



In 1863 W. I. Albright and committee reported to 

the Little River Association on the "Religious Condition 

of the Colored Population ." The commi tte e made the 

following declaration: 

' That the sinful and foolish course which 
had b een pursued for a number of years by the 
abolitionist s of t he North towards our slaves , 
and especially the state of things b y which we 
are at present surrounded, make it necessary 
tha t great caution should be ob se rved by us in our 
conduct to i-:a rds our colored population. The un 
warranted and wicked interference of t he Yankees 
of the North with the Negroes of the South, under 
the false pretense of friendship and love for that 
rac e , ha s ma de it absolutely necessary for us, 
t hei r owne rs, to be more rigid in our discipline 
towards our slaves, and to deprive them of many 
privileges which , befor e those inte rferences, we 
were extending to them so that, in point of fact, 
t he abolitionists of the North , in place of being 
fri end s of the Negroes , are r eal l y their worst 
enemi e s . We think it is the duty of the pa stors 
of the churche s to give prope r attention to the 
r elig ious ins truction of t he slaves of the ir 
congrega tions , and we believe , in the main, this 
ha s b een done , but, in t he present sta t e of 
t hings , and un til tha t sta t e of things pa sse s 
away (wh ich we trus t in God ma y be soon ), we can 
r e corn.~e nd no pa rt i cul a r plan to be pursued . 1 17 

Elde r Thoma s Eaton r epo r t ed to t he Trinity Rive r 

Asso c i a tion tha t the Negroes we r e "neglec te d and over

loo ke d . n It was r e co rri .. mended tha t t he churche s find some 

1 7ca rroll, Tex a s Ba pt i st s, 334 . :~ 
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b etter way of t end ing to the spiritual needs of the 

18 slaves . 

J. W. Barnes, Noah Hill , J. Parks , A.G. Haynes , 

and E . Uzzell constituted the committe e which r eported to 

the Union Asso ciat ion in 1863 . The report said that when 

God ordaine d the institution of marriage , He a ls o or

dained the institution of slave ry. He gave t~e c~ildren 

of Israel a sl ave -code , and the New Testa~ent recorded 

duties of masters and slaves . The report continue d by 

stating : 

' We believe that our duty to the servants of 
our f a.~ilies is next to that of our children . 
Brethren , a re they hur1an beings , possessing im
mortal souls , such as our bless ed Savior died to 
r edeem? Then it is our duty to point them to 
the "Lamb of God tha t take th away the sins of the 
world . 11 But how can ·.-1e best do this is the great , 
the perplexing question . We are impe~fect beings , 
hence our best arrangements a re not without ob
jections , but we fe e l tha t we should not abandon 
a good cause on account of sane evil or mis manage 
ment incident to it, but l abor prayerfully , with 
patience , to correct and i mprove. We believe, 
where it is pract icable , t hat a separate apartment 
in the s ame house be prepa red for the colored 
me~bers of our families and that we t ake them and 
our children with us to the house of God, but whe n 
this cannot be done we recom.~end that special and 
s tated meetings be held for them , and that t he 
o~·mers or overseers , as far as practicable , go .. ith 
the~ , even if it should cause s ome sacrifices on 
our par t to do so . And we are happy t o sta te fro m 
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18Hi nut e s of t he Sixteenth Annual Session of t he 
Trinity River Association of the United Baptists, held in 
Septembe r , 1863, with the Tryon Church, Bra zos County, 5. 



the r eports of our brethren , who have given 
this plan but a partial tr ial : that the mos t 
glorious and h appy r esults have attended the se 
meetings. Brethren, if a f ew only should be 
saved, who can estimat e the worth of one soul? 
Christ, in r eply to the inquiries of John, 
gave us as an evidence of His true Messiah
ship, t hat "the poor ha ve t he gospel prea ched 
to them. 11 Brethren, let us give the same 
proof of our possession of the mind t hat was 
in Christ. Beloved bre t hren , if we fail to 
provide the gospe l for t hese , where , oh whe re, 
are they to get it?•l9 
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J. J. Sledge r eported to the Wa co Association in 

1863 . He cont ended tha t God had placed the Negroes amo ng 

the Christi ans to enable theni to be come civili zed and 

Christianized . As Christi ans they were under obligation 

to all sinners , but more particularly to the Negro , b ecau se 

they ha d reape d the benefits of his l abor and were solely 

r esponsible for him. Neglec t of t he ir religious obliga 

tions to t he Negro and misuse of t he products of his l abo r 

had been partially r esponsible for bringing on . t he war. 20 

By 1864 it was be coming difficult to have sepa r ate 

servic es f or the Negroes . Many of t he sl aves were becoming 

uns ettled bec ause of t he i :nfluenc e of "secret t eachers . 11 

19Minutes of the Twenty-fourth Annua l Meet i ng of t he 
Union Baptist Association , held in August , 1863, at Planters
vill e Church, Grime s County, 4-5, and as cit ed in Carroll, 
Texas Baptists , 332-333. 

201-Iinutes of the Fourth Annual Ses sion of t he Wa co 
Bapt ist Association , h eld in J. 863, ~ith the Antioch Church, 
12, and as cited i n Carroll, Texas Bantists , 334. 
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There were only a fe w white men at home , and they were 

greatly outnumbered by the Negro men . Even le ading 

citizens dre aded public meetings for the slaves, but in 

most places religious serv-ices were fai tro_fully continued. 21 

Z. N. Morre ll, R. E. B. Baylor, A.G. Haynes, and 

M. C. Ro gers were the members of the connnittee on the 

"Religious Cond ition of the Colored Population" which re

port ed to the Baptist Sta te Convention in 1864. They 

r eiterated tha t ca ring for the r e ligious welfare of the 

Ne groes wa s a s erious re spans ibili ty. \.fhere t here were 

well organized chur ches, the slaves had afternoon services; 

and the Christian planters provide d services for the slaves 

on the planta tions. In othe r plac es within the state there 

we r e l arge nu.rnbe rs who n eve r h eard the gospel. The 

churche s needed to make a s pe cia l effort to give the 

Negroes solid religious ins tructions , prope r ideas of their 

tempor a l relations , and a cl ear concept of the ir res pon 

sibil i ties to Goa . 22 

At t he Union Associational meeting in 1864 , W. M. 

Fores ter r eport ed t ha t there wa s a "warm r e ligious inte r es t" 

21carroll , Texa s Bautists , 335. 
22r-r i nutes of the Seventeenth Annual Se ssion of t he 

Baptist Sta te Convention of Texas, held in October, 1864 , 
at the Church in Huntsville , Walke r County , 14-15, and 
as cited in Carroll, Texa s Bapt i sts , 335. 



among the Negroes who heard the gospel. Some of the 

churches had made provision for the slaves to worship . 

There was no need to fear improper conduct at t he Negro 

worship services, if they were properly attended by the 

white brethren . It was recommended that al l churches 

provide services for the slaves at least one Sunday each 

month. These s ervices were to b e under the care of the 

white brethren and with the permission of the particular 

coilh~unity . The Negroes could b e promised a continua tion 

of these me etings so long as they b ehaved properly. 2 3 
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In 1 864 Elder N. W. Cra ne reported that in the Wac o 

Association some of the slaves attended the white worship 

s ervi c es , some h a d regular s e rvices sepa r a te from the 

whites, and some did not att end any worship services. 

At t hat time there was not a missiona ry working a mong 

the Negro e s , but one wa s neede d as soon as the associa 

tion could appoint on e .24 

J ess e Tubb r e port e d tha t the re were portions of the 

Trinity River As s ociation in whi ch the gospel wa s being 

2 3Minute s of the Twenty-fifth Annua l Me e ting of the 
Union Baptist As s ocia ti on , h e ld in Septemb e r, 1864, with 
Montgome ry Church, 3-4, and a s cited in Ca rroll, Texa s 
Baptists, 335. ---

24Hinut e s of t he Fifth Annu a l Se ssion of the Wac o 
Baptist Association, held in 1864 , with the Church at Sears
ville , 19, and as cit e d in Ca rroll , Te xas Ba pti s ts , 335. 



preached to 11 large and attentive assemblies 11 of colored 

people, while in other places the slaves were being neg 

lected. Pastors were urged to hold r egular services for 

the Negroes, because their moral and religious interest 

had improved where this h a d been done . 25 

In 1864 J. F . James submitted the r eport to the 
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Tryon Association on the 11Religious Condition of the Colored 

Population." Religious inte r es t h a d increa sed among the 

Negroes and many had professed faith in Christ . Never h a d 

they b ee n mo r e hurnble and obe dient to their ma sters. Chris 

tianity made good servants of the Negroes and it was the 

duty of the masters to provide them with religious in

struction.26 

After studying the work done during the Civil Wa r , 

J.M. Dawson concluded t h a t Texas Bapt ists overc ame the 

many obsta cle s of the war "to show , if possibl~ , a deeper 

27 anxie ty for the spiritu a l we lf a re of t he Negroes. 11 

25Ninutes of t he Seventeenth Annual Session of t he 
Trinity River Association of the Uni ted Baptist Church , 
held in Septembe r, 1864 , with t he Conc ord Church, Leon 
County, 6 . 

26Minutes of the Tryon Associatio n, held in S ept em
b er , 1864 , with the Laure l Hill Church at Cold Springs, 
Polk County, 4 , 

2 7Elliot ( ed .) , Centennial Story of Texas Bautists, 
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Texas Baptists continued to show an interest in the 

spiritual welfare of the slaves during the Civil War . 

Slave owners were repe atedly reminded that it was their 

duty to . provide their slaves with religious instruction. 

This instruction had two purposes: first, to present the 

way of salvation to the slaves; and second, to teach the 

slaves their duties to God and to their ma sters, because 

it had been observed that Christian Negroes made humble 

and obedient servants. Before the end of the war there 

were places where the political situation had caused un

rest among the Ne groes to the ext ent that worship services 

for them had been suspended , but generally their religious 

services continue d. Texas Baptists had overc ome many 

difficulties in their effort to Christianize the Negroes , 

but neither the whit e s nor the Negroes were prepared for 

the problems which Ba ptists were to encounter during 

Reconstruction. 



CHAPI' ER IV 

WORK BY THE BAPI'ISTS AMONG TEX.AS NEGROES 

DURING THE EARLY PERIOD OF RECONSTRUCTION, 

1865-1869 

Religious work among the Negroes during t h e period 

i mme dia t ely following t he Civil Wa r can not be vi e-;.-;e d in 

its proper pers pective without understand ing the political 

and socia l situat ion which existed in Texa s . 

Many Ter.ans had b een killed during the war, and 

those who returned fo und t he ir homes and farms dilapidR t ed , 

the ir sl av e s fr ee d, t heir hors es and c attle sc att e r ed , and 

t heir f amilies in want . Texa s did not suffer so ba dly as 

di d t he other Southern states . The r e was still some gold 

and silve r money in circula tion due to tra de tha t ha d been 

ca rried on be t 1-1een Texas and Mexi co; and food was ava il-

able , but only could be obtained by paying exorbit ant 

pric es . 1 

I I11To1ed i ate ly following the defeat of t he Confeder a cy 

r tuno rs spread t hrough t he st a t e tha t t he Federal army was 

plann i ng to invade Texas in order to t ake control of t he 

1Jos eph L . Clark and Doro thy A. Linder , The Story 
of Tex~, 278-279 , and 295 . 



state and to punish those who had assisted in the war . 

Governor Pendleton Murrah and many other state government 

officials left the state , therefore Texas no longer had 

any state government. 2 
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On June 19 , 1865 , General Gordon Granger and his 

Federal army arrived in Galves t on . Grange r i mmedia t ely or

dered the establishment of military gover~~ent, the r egis

tration of all Texans who served in t he Confederate army , 

the annulment of all laws pa ssed by the state government 

during t he war , and t ho fr ee ing of a l l slaves in Texas .3 

The Negro e s left the planta tion s and roame d at will . 

They thought t hems el ve s fr ee from work and yet expected the 

white planters to continue f eeding and clothing t hem . The 

Negroes understcod t ha t the government wa s going to divide 

t he plantations and give each freedman forty acres of l and 

and a mule . Aft e r the exciteme nt and misconc eptions pro

duc e d by the ir n ew fr eedor.is s ubsided many returned to work , 

but the il' emplo ye r s fo und t hem "irres pon s ible and un 

reliable." H. H. Bancroft s a id : 

As a r e sult of t hi s change from slaver y to 
political equality with the whites , not only wa s 
a conflict b et ween t he t wo r aces inaugur a t ed , 

2 Ibid . 

3Ibid ., 281. 



but the deba sed Negroes no longer debarred 
t he use of spirituous liquor , unde r its in
f luence incess antly, engage d i n fra ys among 
t hemselves , which genera lly t ermina ted in 
bloodshed . The numbe r of murders com.~itted 
during t hi s period was unparalleled in any 
epoch of Texas history .•. and what wa s 
worse , the judiciary was inade quate to pun
i sh . . . 

The Negroe s were not prepared for the transi t ion from 

s l avery t o c itizenship. "Former s laveholders who ,,re re 
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i n many instances t rue fr iends of the Negroes , were not 

a l lowe d to aid in the readjustr.ie nt . 11 The entire respon

s ibility was given to the Freechnen' s Bureau4 which a r oused 

within the c olored people distrus t for his f o r me r master 

~he Freed..--nen ' s Bure au was c r ea ted by an act of 
Congress on Narch 3, 1865, for the purpo se of managing 
freed..--ne n , r efugees , and ab::mdoned l ands i n t he conque red 
Southern State s . The bureau did not begin ope r a ting i n 
Texa s u..nt i l Da c e::nbe r , 1865, and its rnain activity con
sisted of superv ising the inter ests of t he fre edmen . This 
supe rvision entaiJ.ed court prot ection , education, r e lief 
work , and l abo r contract supervision . The function of the 
bureau whi ch offended the -...:hi t e population was the pr-ocess 
b y which they protected the Negroe s in court . The ir method 
of prot e ction blocked r egul ar court procedure . "Insolent 
and officious bureau agents fr equent l y withdrew the freed 
men ' s cases f rom t he regular courts and t he~,1selves assur.1ed 
the rights of adj udication . 11 The bureau had rnany confl i cts 
with r egul a rly constituted s ta t e aut horities . The Freed 
men's Bureau ceas ed to exist in Texas in 1868 . Wa lter 
Pras cott Hebb (ed . ) , The Ha ndbook 9f Texas , I, 644 . 



and p e r suaded h im to join t he Un ion League . 5 Na n y of the 

So uthern wh i t e me n joine d t he Ku Klux Kla n 6 in an effort 

to count e r a ct t he inf l uenc e of the Fre ed.~en's Bur eau a nd 

the Union League . 7 
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In the first fe ;.f yea rs imniediate ly following the war 

most of the Negr oe s left the est ablished churches and 

fo rmed a ll Ne g ro churche s. The ma jority of the ir pra~che rs 

5The Uni on Le ague or Loyo. l Union League wa s organized 
to achieve t wo obj e ctive s: first, to en co ur age the Negroe s 
to b e come i nvo lved in politics, and s e cond , to t each the 
Negro e s lo yal ty to t he Republican p a r t y. Some of the 
leagu e l e a d e rs ~ en t f a r b eyond t h e object i ve s of t he or
ga n iza t i on and organ ized t he Negroe s intc military c ompanies 
in a n eff o r t to ma ke t hei r orgo.n ization mor e effe ctive . The 
influe nc e o f t h e Unio n League b ega n to decline during Davis' 
acL~inistra t io :-1. Ib id ., II, 88. 

6Th e Ku Kl. u.'C KJ.an was a s e cret socie ty or gani ze d to 
offset t he inf luenc e of t h e Freed.~en 1 s Bu r eau and the 
Loya l Unio n League . The Klansmen ·tTore long bl a ck or whit e 
robe s with mas k s o r hoods and t h e ir h o r se s were cove r ed with 
wh i t e r ob es . I n orde r to fr i ght en t h e Ne groe s t he y pre 
t ended t o b e t ~e spirits of de ad Confed e r a t e s o l diers . If 
some one d i s ple2se cJ. t he Klan , h e would b e wa rne d and g iven a 
chanc e t o chan ge his wa ys , b u t i f h e pers ist e d in d i s
ple a sing the Kl an , t hey would r esort t o whipping or u s ing 
so~e other sev ere puni shnen t on t he i r victi~ . J . J. Rey
nolds , mili tar y l eader i n Texa s , r epor t e d t he Klan r espon
sible for a c ts of i n t imida tion , murder , and r obbe ry in Eas t 
Texa s i n 1868 a n d 1869 . During E . J . Davis' a dministra ti on 
there wa s v e ry little Klan activ ity and in genera l it 
c eased to e xist a f t e r 1871. Cl e.Pk and Linde r, The St ory of 
Texas , 285-286 , and as c ited i n Webb (ed .), Ha n db ook of 
Te xas , I, 974 , -

7Ib id ., 278-279, 286, 294-295 , and a s c i t ed in W. C. 
Nunn , Te~Unde r the Ca r pe tbag0 e rs ~ 254 , 
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were illiterate and comb ined superstition with t heir scant 

kno'.-1ledge of Christianity. 8 It was not unusual for a 

Negro man who had n eve r bec ome a Christian to start preach

ing . The ignorance and s upers tition whi ch pre vailed among 

the colored population often r e sulted i n the establish

ment of churche.s which were disorderly and whe re confusion 

predomina ted. 9 

The question of s eparate churches fo r the Negroes 

bec ame an increasingly perplexing proble~ . Although many 

of t he colored people had a lready left t he existing 

churches to for~ all Negro churches , t he ques tion arose 

81mmedia tely following the war there were few of t he 
Negro minist e r s who could read . If t he y had a ny books 
they were elementary and had to be r ead to the minister by 
someone else. The s tories in t he books were not of a 
r eligious na ture , but were given a spiritua l interpretation . 
The min i sters' misconception of t heology was evident in some 
of the sub je cts used for the ir sermons . "Rolling Jesus 
Down the Hil l n 11a s t he t itle for a se rmon wh ich de scribed 
how the ene~ ies of Je sus f a stened Him in a ba rre l and r olled 
t he Savior from the top of a high hill . "God ' s Children 
Floating t:irotgh the Air" wa s t he n ame given a sermon Hhich 
depict ed Chri s ti ans dre ss e d in ·.,hi te floati ng through t he 
air in ba lloons . Se rmon s such as the se brough t about groans 
of pit y , loud cries for me rcy , sobs , and ~ails , or un
r estra ined manifes ta tions of joy. The emotiona l state 
engendered in the mi nds of the Negroes oft en ma de them faint 
and fri ends uould t ake them outside whe re it wouJ.d take 
severa l hours to revive thecn . Elme r Grady Marsha ll , "The 
History of Braz os County , Texa s , " unpublishe d Ma ste rs 
t hesis , University of Texas , 1937, 185-197 , 

9carroll, Texa s B~nt ists , 314-315 . 
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as t o whether t he colore d membe r ship should b e encouraged 

to form their own churche s or to remain in the establishe d 

churches . 

In 1865 the r eport on t he "Religious Condition of 

the Colored Popul a tion" at the Baptist State Convention 

was given b y J ame s W. Barnes, R . E . B . Baylor, and J . E . 

Paxton . The re po rt ac1mo'.,rl edged tha t the ir f orme r slave s 

h a d b e come f reedmen a nd asse rted t ha t Texas Baptists , b e ing 

loya l c iti ze n s and Christia n s , mus t a cc e pt t he Negro as 

b e ing fr ee . The r eport r ei t erated t hat t he Negro es we re 

not r esponsible for this change from slavery to fr eedom and 

~ha t d uring t he four years of war t hese sl a v es h a d r ema ined 

f aithful to t he ir masters .10 The churche s h a d b ee n in

t erested in t he spiritua l we lfa re of the Negroe s b efore and 

during t he war , t herefore they should not ove rloo k t he ir 

r esponsibilit y to t he Negroes now . 

10cranfill , editor of Ca rroll's! History of Te xas 
Baptists paid tribute to the r: f idelity and c onstancy" o f 
t he Southern Negroes . He said tha t while the men we r e 
fi ghting for t he Confederacy , t hey left t he ir women and 
children with their sla ves , who knew they wou ld be f r ee 
if t he North won , b ut would r emain in slavery if t he South 
wa s v ictorious . Everl so the Negroes "kept tire less vigil 
at t he doors of the ir absent maste r s and not among a ll these 
millions of blacks was there one who b e trayed.his t rus t . 
Not a white Homan or whi t e child was harmed during al l t hose 
c rucial and cruel ye a rs . There is nothing in human history 
comparable to this f 2 ithfulness of t hese Negroes . " Carroll , 
Texas Baotists , 357 . 



The committee wanted to raake definite rec o%"1lenda 

tions, but "the frequent change of mi litary orders and 

their uncertain future action , together with t he various 

conditions and dispositions of the blacks" made planning 

difficult. It suggested t hat t he churches furnish men to 

preach to the Negroes , and t ha t t he local church members 

allow the Ne groes to us e t heir houses of worship. The 

connnittee recommended that the s tate convention r emain 

neutral on the question of separate churches for the 

Negroes. 11 
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F. H. Hays and the corr..:nittee reported to the Chero 

kee Baptist Associ ation in 1865, They considered the sub

ject of the "Religious Condition of the Colored Popula tion '' 

with fe elings of "plea sure and embarrassment." They were 

plea s e d t hat t he Ne gr oes h ad b een "peculiarly subject to 

r elig ious i a press ions ," but t hey we r e embarr a s se d bec ause 

of the con:'us ion and d iffic ulti es su:>:> rounding the Negro es ' 

sta tus under the milita r y government. As sla ve s the 

Negro ' s mi nd had b een freed f r om t he nume r ous re s pons i 

bilities and cares of this world , thus allowing him to be 

conc e rned with hi s life aft er death. The comrnittee fe a red 

11Hinu t es of t he Ei ghteenth A1mua l Se ssion of the 
Baptist Sta t e Convention of Texas , held fr om Sept e~be r JO, 
to October 3, 1865 , a t t he church a t Anderson, 13-14, and 
as ci t ed in Carroll, Texas Baptis ts , 337- 338 , 
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that the Negroes ' !1.e ,-1 fou.,.--id freedoms would be accepted 

as fre edom from responsibility and work. If this occurred, 

it would b e very difficult to help them spiritually or 

materially. 

Re ali zing that t he Negroes were illiterate and un

informed in church organization and polity, the commi ttee 

recommended tha t t h ey rema in in the churches with the 

whites until t hey were capable of conducting church pro

cedures in a proper manner . Pastors were urged to instruct 

t . u t· h d . 1 d 12 ne i.egroes as ney a prev ious y one. 

Jame s D. ~'hi tten was chairman of t he comini ttee whi ch 

reported to t he Colorado Associati on in 1865. Because of 

the "uns et tled conditions" it presented no reco:n.mendations, 

but appealed to the churches to do everything possible to 

help the Negro in his "helpless and dependent cond ition." 

The report concluded that slavery had found the Negro "a 

benighted being , bo'.·1ing do·,m to wood and stone , and l eft 

h im worshipping the 'true and living God. 11113 

12Hinutes of the Fourteenth Annua l Session of t he 
Cherokee Baptist Association, held in October, 1865 , a t 
the Hopewell Church , Smith County . 

13Hinutes of t he Colorado Association, held in 
October, 1865 , at t he Hha r ton Baptist Chlll' ch,...Hhar ton 
County , 4-5, and as c ited in Carrol l, Texa s ~tists , 
339-340 . 
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The political and social conditions of the colored 

population had changed ; t herefore the San Antonio Associa

tion recor.i.~ended tha t a com.mittee be appointed to r eport 

on their Negro memberships at the next associational 

meeting. 14 

The "Committee on the Religious Condition of the 

Colored Population" in the Trinity River Association ex 

pressed grave concern for t he spiritual welfare of the 

Negroes, but considered any action take n to correct the 

situa tion "difficult and dangerous " under the existing 

circun1stances . The group advis ed that the churches comply 

with the fo rn,er resolution of holding separate services 

for the Negroes and preaching to them regularly. According 

to t he report ~oney had be en collected to pay for a mis 

s ionar:,,- -:o work with the Negroes , but the money had become 

worthless ; therefore the asso ciation was unable to keep a 

missionary in the fi eld . 15 

S. G. Mcclenny, S . Lacy, and C. M. Perry made up t he 

committee which r eported on t he "Religious Condition of 

the Colored Population" to the Tryon Association in 1865 . 

Prior to this time the association had had a spec i a l 

14carroll , Texas Baptists , 340 . 

15i. inu.tes of t he Seventeenth Annual Session of the 
Trinit y River Baptist Association, held in September , 
1865 , at the Fairfield Church, Freestone County , 4 , 6. 
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int e r es t in t he spiritua l we l fa r e of t he Negro and h ad 

provided t herr: i•:ith r e lig i ous i ns t r uction , but t he c i rcum

st anc es then exis ting l eft t he c or~m.i t tee a t a l oss a s to 

wha t should b e done . They me r e l y r e con1.,"TJ.er.ded t ha t the 

chur~hes and pasto r s cont inue t he cour se t hey h a d pre -

viously pur sued unt il f uture d evelopr::ients nece s s ita t ed 
16 a change . -

In 1865 , t he "Report on t he Re l igious Condit i on of 

the Colored Popul at i on " was given t o U!1 ion As s oc i a tion by 

a corm-iitt e e consis t ing of F . N . Law , A . G . .Haynes , and W. A . 

Mo ntgorrJ.er:/ . The co::n.:.-:i tt ee r:i.c1de spe c ial m,::nti o:n of t he f act 

t hat t h e Negl'oes had b ecome f ::-ee and we r e no l onge r t he 

property of the white men . The ~bi t e s ' responsib:litie s as 

mas t ers ha d ce ~se d , b~t t heir obligations as Ch r i s ti ans had 

not ch anc-ed . '11~1e r epo rt continued b y s aying , " If t he 

1'Iegroe s h 8Vc; friends on e arth t hey are a.n:ong t he Chr is t ians 

of t he South . 11 The Baptists we r e instructed t o do 2.11 

t hey could for t te r el i ef and i mprovemen t of th3 Negroes . 

Spec if ic plans for ass is t ing tr. e free d:nen ·.,·ere left to t he 

. . . "d l h h 1 7 inaivi ua_ c_ ur c __ e s . 

16i'-Iinutes of t he Eig.:1th Annual Session of the Tryon 
As sociation , h e ld i n Sep tembe r , 1865 , a t Bethel Church , 
Polk County , 9 . 

1 71,Iinutes of t he T\·:ent y- sixth Anrtua l Heeting of t h e 
Union Baptist Ass oc i a tion , held in Septe~be r , 1865 , a t t he 
W&shingt~n Church, 4, and as c ited i n Carroll , Texas 
Ba_llt i s t ~ , 338 . 



In 1865 t he Wa co Association "Report on the Reli 

gious Cond ition of the Colored Population" wa s given by 

J. W. Speight, W. A. Dunklin , and Elder Fortune . The 

r eport s aid t hat the changes which were brought about by 

emancipa ting the Negro es ha d not l essened the duty of the 

churches to provide r e ligious and mora l ins truction for 

them , but "it need not b e expected tha t forme r masters 

will contribut e libe r a lly as heretofore to colored mis 

sions ." The committee thought it inadvis able t o inaug

urate a plan for colored mi s sions , because of t he "un

s ettled. condition of society!' and be cause the association 

had no money with which to pay a missionary. The sub 

jec t of ~rgani z ing sepa r a t e churches for the Negroe s was 

ment ioned , and the commi tt ee sugges t ed that it might b e 

better to organi ze Negro churche s "s epara t e and d i s 

tinc t " fr on the white churches .18 

Whil e indecision existed among the whites on the 

que stion of separa t e churches for the Negroes , many of 

t he colored bre thren were withdrawing the ir l etters f rom 

the existing churches and fo rming churches of t he ir O\·:n . 

Forrest Hooks , a Negro preacher who lived in 

181865 Hinutes of the 1•:a co As sociat ion, 4-5, and 
as cit ed i n Carro l l , Texas Baptis ts , 338-339 . 
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Northea st Texa 3 , h a d been prea ching to the slaves for 

about ten years. After the war Hooks was ordained and 

was asked to preach to a group of Negro Ba ptists. Aided 

by two white men , he organized t he Negro Baptists into 

a church . Twenty-eight were baptized the day the church 

was fo rmed , and within a month there were one hundred 

members in the church . According to Pegues, this was 

the first all Negro church in Northeast Texas. 19 
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In 1866 the church at Washington r eported a mem

b ership of one hundred eighty-five. One hundred t wenty

fiv e of t hese we re Negroes . During the year all of the 

colored membe rs withdrew to form the ir oi-m church l eaving 

a membership of sixty-two whi tes. 20 

The First Baptist Church of Jaspe r wrot e a l etter 

to t he Bethlehem Association in Sept embe r of 1866 in 

which it aske~ the association to consider wha t positi on 

t he c o l ored menbers should occupy . The letter mentione d 

t ha t f or t he p as t year t he J a s per church h a d allowed 

19A. W. Pegues , Ou r Baptist Mi niste rs and Schools, 
270-271. 

20Minutes of t he Thirty-th ird Annual Me e ting of 
t h e Union Ba ptist Associat i on , he l d in Augus t, 1872 , with 
Oa kland Church , Gr imes Coun t y , 26-2 7 . 
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their ~egro memb e rs separa te servic e s and control of their 

d . . 1 · 21 own 1sc1p ine . 

The 1866 minut e s of the Colora do Association indi

cat e the indecision that wa s prevalent on the subject of 

sepa rate churche s for the Ne g roe s . The report is given 

in its entire ty. 

}fujority Report on Co}ored People, as Adopted 

A portion of your committ e e appoint e d to report 
on Instructi on of Colore d People would , in brief, 
report, tha t as a gene r a l rul e , the y would not 
advise any organi za tion of the colored people into 
separa t e churche s, for the follo wing among othe r 
reasons , vi z : 

1st. The y do not b e lieve tha t, as a mass , the 
co lored p eopl e poss e ss suffici ent int e lligence 
and edu c a tion, espe cially in Bib le le a rning , to 
keep the doctrine s and ord inanc e s in God's work 
pure 2nd unmixed with h u.-nan error, Hhen u.na ide d 
by t he supe r i or int e lli ge nce of t he whit e s . 

2nd . Be c au se sepa r a tion involve s, as a 
cons8quenc e , the o rd i nation of colored p e op} e un
fitt ed to t he wo rk of t he Gospel Mi nis try ; a nd 
fin a l ly t he organ i zation of s epa r a t e As s ocia tions ; 
and from t he fi rst r eason g i ven , t h is is in
expedien t and unwise . 

3rd . That it i s mani f estly our duty t o a id 
t he~ i n arr iving a t a s high a standard in edu 
cat i on , and espe c ia lly t h a t of a r e l ig ious charac
t e r , as t hey are capab le of attain in~ ; and we 
honestly b e li e v e tha t t he b es t way to p r ocure 
thi s, i s b y t he ma intaining our present unit ed 
condit i on , mod i f i ed to s u i t a lt ered c i rc ums t anc es . 

21Ninutes of t he First Bapt i st Church, Sept embe r, 
1866 , J aspe r, Jasper Count y . 



We , in conclusion , would reco:r.rm3 nd the 
adoption of the following r e so l ution , viz: 

Resolved , That we , believing it to be not 
only a religious duty, but an imper a tive 
ne cessity, for our people to afford the colored 
people full opportu.~ities of attaining the 
highe st po s sible r e ligious s t andard , would the re 
fore r ecorrLmend tha t , while the colored people 
still b e ret a ined as members of our churche s, yet 
that , where it is practicable, t hus shal l have 
s eparate and stated me etings and preaching; t ha t 
at t hese mee ting s , a coni.mi ttee of whit e s shal l 
att end to ass ist them in hold i ng confe r ence ; 
that they shall the rein be trained to rec e ive 
and d~scipline the ir o,;n membe rs; and t hat in all 
cases the y shall have a white prea cher , whom t hey 
t h emselves n a y call. And tha t no colored person 
sha ll be permitted to act in any capacity as a 
Go spe l minist e r , without possessing the Go spel 
pre r e qu i s it e s , and be ing r egul a r l y authorized b y 
both whit e a nd bla ck members of the churche s . 

Res pectfully submitted, 
P. B. Chandler , 
C. E . Stephe n , 
E . E . Bl a ckwell, 
J. I . Louder milk, 
R. T~ Ba ylor , 
W. F . Hatche tt , 
Lee Graen , 
J oe l Pe op l es , 
B. L . Stevens . 

Minori ty Repor t on Colored Peopl e 
Whi ch was r e iected , but orde::>ed to be 

printed i n !h~ Hi nutes:- --

Dear Brethren : you~ com;ni tt ee , appoin t e d during 
the present meet i ng to make a r epor t in r e l a tion 
to t he c ourse whi ch t his body ought t o pur s ue , in 
aid and s uppor t of t he r el i g i ous condit ion of the 
color ed popul ati on wi thin t he bounds of t he 
Colorado As sociat i on , make the foll ohing r e port : 
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The time has been sufficiently long since the 
former r elation ce as ed to exist be t ween the 
rac es , to s a tisfy us that a separati on ough t to 
take place in every department of lif e , to give 
satisfaction and libera l contentment to each. 
We have seen sui'ficient manifestations of this 
in our own households, with our n e ighbors, and 
throughout the country generally ; that the 
colored people are not satisfied to r emain wi th 
their for1ne r masters in a s tate of c ivil free
dom. We ther efore conclude , both from r eason 
and obs ervation, tha t the s ame obj ection would 
prevail in a. church relation, because they never 
have b een, and we presu..rne ne,;er wi ll be , per
mitted to exe rcise equal rights, immunities, and 
privileges with the white merebers of the Church; 
and ~e add another reason , and tha t is, they know 
and feel their inf eriority to the white race, and 
consequently cannot enjoy t hat r e ligious fr ee dom 
and happiness which they would if associated in 
a sepa r a te organ iz a tion entirely their own . 

Therefore we advise them , or as many of them 
who may de em it advantageous to their spiritual 
welfare, to fo rm the ir o',:n separ·a te o rganiza-
tion, where thei r population and number of membe rs 
justify it, and where they can pro cure compe tent 
ministers to preach the gospe l to them, and in
struct the~ in the way of right e ousne ss when 
organized ; thus , with pastors of their own 
choo s i ng , with deacons of the ir own s ett ing apart, 
in houses of their o~n building, and exclusively 
under t heir o·.-m control for wor ship , a much gr eater 
n umber doubtless would hea r t he Gospel pre a ched, 
and become convert ed under it, th4n unde r the 
present system. If t his course is adop t ed , we 
should advise that every auxili ary in our powe r 
shot!ld be i mmed iate l y put into ener6 et. ic opera
tion to ac complish it. We ser iously apprehend 
t hat the time is nea r when we shall see and feel 
tha t which we have felt and passed through in the 
l ast fe w years , if we f ail as a denon inRtion to 
us e the means , or in so:::ne way to accomplish the 
object above suggested . Northe r~ f anaticism 
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( we s ay to all the world) we h a ve c ause to fe a r and 
guard against , will rai se its hide ous monsters 
amongs t us, dress e d in heaven ' s live ry , to ma ke our 
condition wors e , bo th civil and r elig iou s , in 
pa nde ring to the p r ejudi c e and ignora nce of the 
colore d p opula tion of our country, in so-wine the 
s eeds of discord amongst t hem . 

Respectfully submitted 

A . King, Cha irman 

After c onsider able delibe r a tion , the minority re 

port was rejected b y a vote of 14 to 5, a nd t he majority 

r eport was accepted . 2 2 
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Upon the ir r eques t the First Colored Baptist Church 

of Houston was ad...r.ii tt ed int o the Union Asso c iation . The 

Negro chu rch agreed to adopt the a rticles of f ai t h of t he 

First l'•lhit e Bapti st Churc h of Houston , a nd it wa s unde r

s tood t ha t t he ir f u t ure d elega t e s to assoc i a tiona l mee t 

ings would be whi te men in good standin g with t he white 

ch urch of Houston . 

In 1866 Union Associat i on r e com.~e nde d Noah Hi ll as 

a s uit able man to give instruction to t h e Negroes . During 

t he associationa l meeting Elde rs Link a nd Stribling 

22Minutes of t h e Colora do Ba pti st As s ociation , held 
in September , 1866 , at t h e Ha lle t s v i ll e Ba pti st Church , 
La v a ca County , 5- 7, 1 9 , 20 . 



preached to the whi tes in the Bapti st Church while Elde r 

Hill preached to t he Negroes in the Methodist Church . 23 
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At t he Wa co Associa tional Meet ing the de l ega tes 

decided to incorporate the 11Committee on Negro Missions" 

into the "Cormnittee on Hiss ions. 11 The '!Committ ee on 

Missions': r eported that for severa l years there had b een 

no funds avail able to support missionaries. It was r e com

mended t hat one or more missionaries be employe d to work 

with the whites and the Negroes , that t he churches pledge 

a s pecific amount to be paid quarterly for the support of 

t hese missionaries , and tha t "montl1ly concerts of prayern 

b e held for missions in order to r evive t he spirit of 

missions . These recomn:endations passed and several 

churches pledged s pe c ific amou_nts of money for the support 

of missions .24 

G. E . Nash, T . F . Waller, A. Gre en, W. W. Hollomon, 

and Thadeus Snow r eported to the Trinity Rive r Association 

in 1866 . Upon inquiring throughout the entire a s socia tion 

the coni_r1. i tt e e found tha t in some s ettlements the Negroe s 

lis t ened to counsel from the whites and attended t he 

23Minutes of t he Twent y- s eventh ftnnua l r~eting of 
the Union Baptist Association , held in August, 1866 , at 
t he Brenham Chur ch , 9 , 11, 15 , and as cited in Carroll , 
Texas Baptists , 341-342 , 

24Minutes of the Seventh Annua l Ses sion of the 
Wa co Baptist Association , 3, 4. 



preaching of the white ministry , but in m2.ny corn~'111.mi ties 

t hey h ad fors aken t he ministry a nd churches of t he whi t e 

men . Many of t he Negroes worshipped b y t hemselves and 

some claimed to have been ca ll ed into t he ministry . So~e 

of these Negroes r e ceiving a call to pre a ch ha d neve r be en 

church members . The situa tion was so b ad tha t in many 

pla ce s t he church membe rs were living "in open tra ns 

gression." The cornni tte e appeal e d to t he Negro churches 

to us e "strict discipline " and to "guard well the doors" 

of t heir churches . The c ommit tee sugges t ed t ha t the 

Negroes r efrain fro m mee ting a t n ight. They a ssert ed 

t ha t t he white peopl e were not r e sponsible for t he pr esent 

condition of the co lored people , bu t tha t the Negroes did 

deserve t heir "s ympa t hies and e s. rnest praye rs ." The 

corn..mi t tee pleaded for Bapt ists t o make "one united effort 

t o convince t h em t ha t the Southern people are their b es t 

fr iends . 11 25 

A br i ef r eport u a s g iven to t he Tryon Asso c i a tion 

in 1866 . B. F . Ellis , J . R . Mainer , and J . Y. Ma r sh an 

nounc e d tha t good re sults had c ome from pre a ching the 

25I·1i nut es of the Ei r;ht eenth Annua l Session of t he 
Trinity Rive r Bapt i st Associa tion , held in Septemb e r , 
1866 , at Lost Pra irie Church , Li me stone County, 6-7 . 



gospel to the Negroe s and r ecom.~ended tha t preaching for 

them be continued. 26 

S. T. Harrison was cha irman of the "Committee on 
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the Religious Condition of the Colore d Population" who 

report ed to the Cherokee Associat ion in 1866. They 

acknowledged that they were perplexe d as to wha t cours e 

should b e t aken to ass ist the Negroes in spiritua l af

fairs, and rec.omrr:e nded that the churches h andle the situa 

tion with "prudence and moderation . 1127 

The 11 Committe e on the Religious Condition of the 

Colored Po pul a tion" at the Baptist State Convention in 

1866 , consisted of F . M. Law, H. Garrett , E .G. Mays , 

W. A. Dunlin , a~d J. Stamps. They reported that large 

n u.o1bcrs of Negroes h a d s h01-m evidence of true c onversion , 

but too oft e n they were mo v e d b y impulse and superstition 

r ather t h an b y the "pure prec e pts of Chri st ." The obli

gat ion of t h e c hu~ch to give r e ligious instruction to the 

Negro e s h a d incre ased . The Negroes' n eed for ment a l and 

moral e l eva tion wa s gre a t e r in their pres ent state than 

26 finutes of the Tryon Bapti s t Associat ion - Ninth 
Annua l Se ssion , h e l d in Sept emb er , 1 866 , at the Calva r y 
Church, Trinity County, 3, 

2 7Minut e s of the Che rokee Baptist Association, 
held i n Oc t ober , 1866 , at the Pa l e stine Church , 9 . 
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it had been when they we r e slaves . The committee m&de 

t wo r e com.~endation s . The first was a re que st for t he 

bre t hren t o co- ope r a t e in supporting Sabbath scho ols and 

da y schools for the Negr oes , be caus e the educ a tion of the 

colored peopl e was an i mpo r tant auxi lia r y to the ir evan

gelization. The s e cond recor:n:1endation wa s for members 

of t he assoc i a tion t o support J. F. Hillye r in h i s work 

with t he Negr oe s. 28 

At t he Baptist St&t e Convention t he following ye a r 

J. J. Sledge and conmit tee r eport ed t ha t t he reli g ious 

cond i tion of t he Negroes in Texa s was deplo rable . They 

would n ot l i s ten to t he wh i t e min i st ers and had only a 

f ew of t he i r r a c e competen t enough in r e lig iou s t ra i n i ng 

to i nst r uct them . They we r e ea s i l y swayed b y "fanatic ism, 

superstition , and animal magnetism" and t ended t o1.1ard 

"ba r bar ism and i dolatry ." Th e c omrr.i ttee stat ed t ha t t hese 

i nclina tions towa rd fal se worship had t o be s topped , but 

t hey made no definite suggestions as to how t his wa s to 

be don e . The report conc luded by s aying tha t Christians 

28;.rinut es of t he Nineteenth Annual Se ssion of t he 
Baptist St a te Convention of Texas , held in Oc t obe r , 1 866 , 
at t he Church at Independence, 2L~ , and as c ited in 
Car1'oll, Texa s Baptists , 340 - 341. 



must try to elevate t he Negroes both moral l y and re

ligiously.29 

D. D. Foreman wa s cha irni.an of the "Conmli ttee on 

the Religious Condition of the Colored Population" who 

r eported to Tryon Association in 1867. They observed 

tha t the condi tion of the Negroes in some localities of 

the associa tion wa s encouraging, while in other places 

81 

the situa tion was bad . In those places where t he colored 

people had men to preach to them r egul a rly, they refrained 

from "the many ext r e::nes of error, into which they, as a 

r a ce, seem prone to f all." The future was still un

certa in, but pastors and missionaries were urged to con

tinue thei r efforts t o i mpr ove the spiritual, mora l, and 

menta l c ondition of t he Negroes in the a ss ociation.JO 

While some of the associations we r e oppos e d to 

No rthe rn 11 intervenc i on 11 in the effort to educ a te the Negro , 

Union Assoc i ation t ook the opposite view . William C. 

Crane , J. L . Farquha r , Jame s Garnett , and D. W. Ca rte r 

f orme d t he co:r.wli ttee which r epor ted t o t he Union 

29Minutes of the Twentieth Annua l Sess ion of t he 
Texas Baptist Sta te Convention , held in November , 1867, 
at t he Gonza les Baptist Church, 22- 23 . 

30Hinut e s of the Tenth Annua l Session of t he 
Tryon Baptist Associ a tion , held i n October , 1867, a t t he 
Oak Shade Bapt i st Chur ch , Tarkington 's Pra irie , Liberty 
County , 7- 8. 
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Association in 1867. It said tha t religious instruction 

of t he Negro wa s "vita l to the we lfare of civil society; 11 

but t he stat e was in such an i mpoverished condition it 

was diffi~ult for the association to provide the necess a ry 

instruction. Anyone , including Northern societies, who 

would help in t he work of giving religious instruction to 

the Negro was inv ited to do so, provided this work did not 

jeopa rd ize "the ina lienable right s and privileges of the 

Caucasian r a c e ." If Northern organizations would furnish 

t he Southern Chr~stia ns with the means for instructing 

t he Negroes , the Souther-ners wo u ld pu t their entire 

strength into a n effort to educ a te t he co lored popula

tion. The associa tion passed a resolution urging the 

brethren to co nduct d ay schools and Sabbath schools for 

- 31 t he fr eear,ien . -

In 1867 the Negro members of the Anderson church 

in Grime s County forme d a church . The Decembe r minut e s 

of the Anderson church i ndicated t hat l etters of dis

mission iould b e grant ed the Negroes upon r equest .32 

31Minute s of the Twenty- e ighth Annual Mee ting of 
t he Union Ba ptist Associ&tion , h e ld in August 1867 , at 
Providence Church , Cha ppe ll Hill, 5-6 . 

32Allen, Saga of Ande r son, 105 . 



A "Report on the Church Rel ation of the Colored 

Population" was r ead to the Wa co Associ ation in 1867. 

83 

The corn.~ittee did not feel compe t ent to advise on this 

difficult subject; but suggested that e ach church be 

governed by what appeared to be bes t for their local situa

tion, while ret aining all t he moral and Christian influence 

over the Negro that the y could. Preachers in the associa

tion were asked to preach the gospel to the colored people , 

to hold r egular church conferences for them , and to assist 

them in adhering to gospel aiscipline.33 

In 1868 F . M. Law, B. B . Baxter, J. G. Thoma s , 

0. Brown, and E . F . Ross r eported to the Bapt ist State 

Convention. This "Com.ini tt ee on the Relig ious Condition 

of the Colored Popul ation" sugge sted that s ympa thy and 

ai d be given the Negroes and recom.~ended t hat the bo ard of 

directors employ one or mo r e mission8 ries for them . 34 

John B. Bass , S. H. Russell, and A. B. Corley 

33Minut es of the Eighth Annua l Ses s ion of the 
Wa co Baptist Association , he l d in August , 1867 , at t he 
chur ch at HB-rlin , Fal l s County , 9 . 

34:11inutes of the Twenty- first Annual Session of 
the BB.ptist Stete Convention of Texas, he ld in Oct ober , 
1868 , at the I ndependence B9pt i st Church , Washingt on 
County . 
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reported to the Ch erokee Association in 1868. These men 

observed tha t t he Negro Baptists in their a ssociation were 

in a deplorable sta te, and recomme nded that the Negroes 

be given religio us instruction, since they would eventually 

separa te from the est ablished churches and form churches 

of their own. 35 

W. J. Norris wa s cha i rman of the comini tte e which 

reported on the religious condition of the colored people 

in the Colorado Association in 1868. The committee r e com

mended the fo rma tion of a specia l bo a rd to be calle d the 

"Africar1 Mis s ion Bo a rd of the Co l orado Association." 

It would be t h e r e sponsibi lit y of this bo a rd to control 

all mat te r s pe rta in i ng to mis s ionary l abors among the 

Ne gro e s in the ass ociat i on. This bo a r d wa s est&blished , 

and it was 36 lo cat ed a t La Grange . 

At the 1868 mee ting of t he Un i on As s oc i ati on the 

"Report on t he Religiou s Condit ion of t he Co l ored Popu

l ation '! ..ras made by F . N. Law , F . Kiefe r, and G. M. 

Kea r se . These me n repo r ted t ha t t he Negroes were 

35Proceedings of the Sevent eenth Annual Sess ion of 
the Cherokee Baptist Assoc i ation , held in Oc t obe r, 1868, 
a t Ebenezer Chur ch , Smi th County, 8. ,_. 

36Mi nutes of the Colorado Bapt i s t Ass ociati on , 
he l d i n Oc to ber, 1868 , a t Bethany Baptist Church , Fayette 
Count y , 8-10 . 
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withdrawing into churches and associations of their ovm. 

The committee felt tha t this should be encouraged. It 

reported that some of the Negroes had been asking for the 

help of white men. A Negro Ba ptist association composed 

of approxima tely twenty churches h a d been formed in the 

area. These chu.!'ches had several ministers who had been 

ordained and who possessed "a good degree of intelligence 

and some little educ a tion ." The committee sugge sted that 

t he executive board be instructed to appoint a missionary 

to work with t h e Ne g roes in the Union As s ociation . The 

First Colore d Baptist Chu rch of Houston wa s removed from 

the rolls of t he association . 37 

In June, 1868, the Ba ptist Church at Jasper granted 

letters of dismi ssion to s eve,nte en Ne gro members, who 

wishe d to fo rm t he ir 01-m church . In the ir yearly re port 

to t h e Bethl ehem As socia t ion the minut e s of the J a spe r 

Baptist Church st a t ed tha t t he color e d b reth re n h a d with

drawn from t heI'l a n d "on t he s e c ond da y of l a st Au gust 

t hey we r e organ i zed int o a church of the Ba ptist f a ith 

and order c a lled the fir s t ( s ic.) Colore d Ba ptist Church 

at Jaspe r b y Elders E . L. Phe l p s and W. C. Southve ll .. 

37Minu t e s of t he Twenty-ni n t h Annua l Mee ting of the 
Un i on Bap t ist Associ&tion , he ld i n Se pt emb e r, 1868 , at 
the Hu..-r1tsville Church , Walke r Count y , 4-5. 

" 
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Phelps and Southwell were white preachers who assisted 

the Negro e s in forming their church. Brother Belk (white) 

was appoint ed by tee Negro church to make arrangements 

with the white church for the use of the church sanctuary 

by the Ne groes. In March, 1868, the white church voted 

to let the Negro Baptist Church use the church building 

one Sunda y a month until November, provided "they take 

care of the house and not damage it. Scour it out be

tween now and then and conduct their meeting s in good 

order. 11 38 

By 1868 it wa s evident to most of the white Baptists 

that the Negroe s who had previous ly been a part of their 

churches were de t ermined to fo rm their ovm churche s and 

as soci s. tions . In some ins t ances thes e Negro organiz a tions 

would a s k t he whit e Bapti s ts to he lp t hem , wh ile on ethe r 

occasions all he lp offered b y t he whi t es wa s r efused . 

\orne n given t he opport unity , t he white churc he s we r e r eady 

to he l p the Negr oe s organize t he ir churche s. 

M. V. Smith , 11 . J. Maxey , J. M. Sterling , and A.G. 

Ha ynes const itut ed t he cornmit t ee on the "Re lig ious Con

dition of t he Colore d Popul ation " which r eport ed to the 

Bapt i s t Stst e Convent i on in 1869 . They said t hat the more 

38Minutes of t he Fi rst Bapt is t Churc h , Ja sper, 
Jas pe r County , June 22, 1868 , and Harch , 1869. 



"t houghtful" Negroes we r e encour 2. g i ng the white churche s 

to provide ins truction for t hem and the ir children . 

Religi ous work among t he ~egrc e s wa s proving to be the 

mo s t "inviting field of Ch ristian l abor " wh ich ha d been 

offered Texa s Bapti s ts . It wa s r e solved tha t the pa stors 

and missionari e s prea ch t o t he Negroes when t he y could, 

and tha t the boa rd of dire ctors of the Baptist State Con

vention ext end as much aid as wa s practic a i .39 
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B. Walker was cha irman of t he cornmi tt e e on t he 

"Religious Condition of t he Colored Population" which r e 

ported t o the Wa co As socia tion i n 1869 . This committee 

ca l led a tt ention t o t he f act tha t an a s sociation of colored 

Baptist s ha d b een organi zed during the yea r and tha t t he 

associa tion looked very promising . Many of the Negroe s 

f r om oth e r denominations were bec omi ng Bapt ists . The 

Eut aw Bapti s t Chur ch , which wa s all Negro , ha d orda ined 

one Negro minis te r . The ordina t ion wa s pe:-fo r me d wi t h 

t he con cur rence of t he Blue Ri dge and Union Baptis t 

Chur ches (whit e ) . In genera l t he Negro Bapt i sts h ad been 

ve ry anx ious to r e c e i ve ins truc tion i n church ma tt e r s . 

The c ormnitt ee st r e ss ed tha t t he associ a t i on mus t me et t h e 

39Minut es of t he Tw enty-s ec ond Annua l Se ss ion of 
t he Bapti s t St a t e Conve ntion of Texa s, h eld in Octobe r , 
1869 , at the Fi r st Bapti s t Churc h , Galves ton , 20- 21 . 



needs of t he Negroes i mmed iately or t hey would become 

receptive to Cat holic ism.4° 
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In 1869 the Trinity River Association heard a 

report on t he colored popul ation from a cormni t tee compos ed 

of F . ?L Law , Joh.Yl Clabaugh , and. J. W. Harg rove. The 

commi ttee obs erved tha t in most inst ances the freedmen 

had withdra~rn from the existing Baptist churches . The y 

had formed one association whi ch extended to the coast 

and occupi8d part of the t erritory in Trinity Association. 

The coITL~it t ee contended t hat s eparate churches and a sso

ciations for the Negroes we re requi red, be cause of the 

"peculiar state of thing s in the country." The white 

ministers and mi s sionaries were asked to aid and encourage 

41 t hem in planning t he ir churches . 

S. B. McJunkin , J. W. Ba rnes , and 3. J. Ross not ed 

tha t in some psrts of Union Association the Negroes were 

organizing the ir churches a ccording to the r equireme nts 

stated in t he scriptures and wera r equiring their preachers 

4°1,Iinutes of t he Tenth Annua l Ses sion of t he Wa co 
Baptist Associ a tion , held in Augus t, 1869 , with t he Cow 
Bayou Church, 5-6. 

41Minutes of t he Twenty-f irst Annua l Session of 
the Trinity River Baptist Association , held in Octob er, 
1869 , with the Bethe l Church , 12 . 
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to h9.ve some knowledge of the scriptures. This had not 

forme rly b een t hei r practice . Too oft en thei r pre a chers 

had haran6ue d them r athe r than preach to them, and super

stition had been prevalent in the Negro churches . It was 

the opinion of the conm1itt ee t hat prior to this time the 

Negro had shown no des ire to rec e ive instruction from the 

white brethr en. In pl aces the y had withdrawn from the 

churches unceremoniously and had s e t up their own churches 

in a disorde rly manner . The com.~i ttee sugge sted that the 

situation could be r emed i ed if the white brethren would 

try ha r der to help the Negroes . It asked, 11 Do es it be 

come n e cessary for us to visit the ir churches uninvited? 11 

Thei r r eply was , rrif no people had r eceived the gos pe l 

until asked for, who would have been s av ed? 11 The report 

closed by asking a ll Baptists t o t ake i m.me diate action to 

help t heir colore d brethren .42 

At Soda Lake Associational Meeting in 1869 , E . P. 

Marshall and com.'tll i tt ee gave the report on the '1Re ligio1.1.s 

Condition of the Colored Po pulation" within t he ir as 

sociati on . They b e lieved that the Negroc:s were 11 suscep

tible11 to r eligious tra ining as long as t hey were under 

4 2Ninutes of t he Thirteenth Annual iee ting of t he 
Union Baptis t Association , held in Septembe r , 1869 , at 
Navasota Church, Grimes County , 2- 3 . 
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the care of the white ministers and churches, but in no 

instance were t hey able to set up and m9.inta in chur ches 

without supervision from whit e men. The committee de

clared the withdrawal of the Negroes from t he c are of the 

establ i s hed churches to be "one of t he grea test evil s 

resulting from their e!nanc ipa t ion ." It was reconun.ended 

that the churches ordain no Negro minister who was U...'1-

educ ated in the principles of the Baptist faith; t ha t the 

churche s encoura ge t he Negroes to organize t heir ovm 

church where there were enough of them to cons titute a 

church and provide d the y could and would employ the 

servic es of an orda ined mini st e r ; and t hat the churches 

r e t a in the Negroe s i n the established churche s where t h e re 

were not enough of them to for:n a sepa r a t e church.43 

Brot her Ril ey Willi ams on , a Negro , wa .s li cens ed to 

preach b y t h e Caldwe l l Bapti s t Chur ch on the fou r t h Sw1day 

in Hay , 1869 . He wa s c or.rmissioned t o spend h is time i n 

"preaching and exhortat i on among the Color ed Pe opl e ." 

The whi t e Bapt i st chu rch adv i sed t he Negr o Ba pt i s t church 

to enforc e di s cipline , hold coni'e r ence s , a nd subj e ct 

43 Pr oce ed i ngs of t he Twenty- s e cond Annual Session 
of t he Qoda Lake Asso cia ti on , held i n Septe~ber, 1869 , 
with dalnut Creek Church , 12. 
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t he~selves to the assistance and advice of the members of 

the white Baptist church.44 

V. C. Renfro, L. Spa r kman , and John Eason report ed 

to the Cherokee Association in 1869 . The r eport was r ead 

but was laid on the t able sine die. The association did -- - -
not consider themselves r esponsible fo r the we lfare of 

the Negro people.45 

St. Paul's Baptist Church , a Negro church loc a ted 

at Victoria , pe titione d for admi tt ance into the Colora do 

Associ ation in 1869 . The matter was r eferr ed to a com

mitt ee consisting of P. B. Chandler, J. I. Loudermilk, 

and S . C. Orcha rd. The s e men s a id that "the intermixture 

of white and colored churches in the s ame Association is 

entirel y i nexpedient ." Since the Negroes preferred to 

withdraw f rom the existing churches and fo rm their O"-'m 

churche s , the co mr11 i tt ee f el t that "it would b e best for 

t hem to fo rm separate Associati ons ," as was the practice 

of t he Negro Baptists i n the North . The associa t ion 

44H . P . Cobb , History of First Baptist Church 
Caldwell , Texas , l Bl~J -194-3 , lJ:'° 

45Proc8 edings of t h e Ei ghteenth Annua l Sess i on of 
t he Cherokee Baptist Associa tion, 1869, J . 



adopted the report, thus refusing to ad.,;ii t the Negro 

Baptist church.46 

In 1868 there were three hundred fifty-four Negro 

members in the churches of Colorado Association. In 

1869, there were one hundred eighty-six Negroes, and by 

1871, the r e we r e no Negroes remaining in the churches of 

the a ssoc ia tion.47 

By t~e end of 1869, a ma jority of the Negroes had 

left the e s t ablishe d ch ur ches and were attending all 
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Negro chur che s. They ha d organ i zed one association and 

ha d s ome "fa irly good" Negro preachers. The white Bap

tis ts h elped them whene ver po ss ible by giving them 

counse l, be~oming pas t ors of the ir churche s, s end ing 

t eachers and preache rs to t hem, and by paying t he s a l aries 

of compe t ent Negro preachers .48 

As soon as t he Negroes were f reed they began t o 

leave the established Baptist churches and form a l l Negr o 

46Minutes of t he Colorado Baptist Association , he l d 
in October , 1869 , at Hebron Bapt i s t Church , 1-3. 

47 rbid ., 16, and Minut es of t he Colorado Ba ptist 
Association , held in 1868 , 17 , and Minutes of the Twenty
fo urth Annua l Session of the Colorado Baptis t Assoc i ation, 
he l d i n Octobe r , 1871 , at the Osage Baptist Church , 
Colorado Count y , 14 . 

48carrol l , Texas Baptists , 349-350. 
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churches. The associations r ecommended that the local 

churches encourage the Negroes t o r emain in the churches 

with the whites, and that the white pre a chers and mis

sionarie s cont inue special s ervi ces for their religious 

instruction . Some associat ional mi nute s mentioned t ha t the 

"uns ettled conditions" made it difficul t to det ermine 

exactly what course should be followed in order t o help the 

Negroes, but a major ity of the associations agree d that it 

was still t he r espons ibility of the whites to present the 

gospel to t he Negroes . 

The white Baptists were unsuccessful in persuadi ng 

t he Negro Baptists to stay in t he estaolished churches . 

Association~l minut e s i ndic a te that the churches formed by 

t he Negroes were based on superstition r athe r t han on the 

scriptures , and tha t t he Negro preachers were often il

literate and uninformed on Baptis t doctrine . The whit e s 

f elt that the y s hould guide the Negroes into a better 

unde rstanding of the scriptures and Baptist doctrine , 

but of ten t he Negroe s r efu sed to acc ept help. By 1868 

sc;ne of the Negroes were de monstrating a de sire to r e

ceive relig ious i nstruction . Each year brought bett er 

relati ons be t ween the two groups of Baptist s and it ap 

peared tha t the Negro Baptist s we re preparing to accept 

more instruc tion on r eligious mstte rs fr om the white 

Baptists . 



CHAPrER V 

WORK BY THE BAPTISTS AMONG TEXAS NEGROES 

THROUGH THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION , 

1870-1873 

The convention and association minute s of t he early 

1870's record a continua tion of t he work started by the 

white Baptists at the t i me t he Negro e s left the es t ab 

lished churche s. Regardless of the attitudes of the 

Negro , t he white Baptists persisted in acc epting r e spon

s ibility for their spiritual and moral enlightenment. 

In 1 870 t he Bapt i s t Sta te Convention heard a r e 

porb on t he relig ious condition of t he colored population 

given b y a committee composed of S . G. Mullens , R. B. 

Jarmen , H. H. Crank , J. E . Paxton , and B. B . Phipp . The 

Negro wa s d escr i bed as "impress ionable and i mitat ive" with 

s trong r e ligious f ee lings . The corunittee s t ated that it 

wa s t hei r duty , "not :me re l y as the white and superior 

1°ace , but as Bc:. pti sts" t o t r a in the Negro in t he "pure 

paths of Chri st i anity . " There we r e no re so lutions made . 1 

1Ninutes of the Twen t y-third Annual Session of the 
Baptist State Convent i on of Texas , he ld in October , 1870 , 
with Brenham Baptist Church, 9 - 10 . 



Associationa l missionary J. S. Lambe rt organized 

t wo Negro churches in t he Central Baptis t Ass ociation in 

1870 . 2 

J. L. Hiles was chairman of t he "Committee on the 

Relig ious Condit ion of the Colored Population " which re

ported to the Central Bsptist Association in 1870. It 
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was the committee's contention that any action on t he pa rt 

of t he whites would be usurping the rights of the colored 

brethren and the ir churches , therefore no r esolutions were 

ma de . 3 

The Cherokee Association revers ed its attitude 

toward the Negroes . The 1869 r eport ha d said that the 

associ a tion was not r e sponsible for the Negroes , but in 

t h e 1870 re port the r eligious condition of the colored 

populat ion wa s considered to be of great i mportance and 

a subject t ha t r equir ed i rmne diat e acti on . The r e port said, 

"Let t he de ad pas t bury its dead , l e t us pre ss forward , 

guided by divine t ruth ." Tbe "Commit tee on the ~ e l igiou.s 

Cond ition of the Colo:,ed Populat ion " f elt tha t it was 

2i-rinutes of the Twenty-third Annual Session of the 
Cent ral Beptist Assoc i at ion, held in September , 1872 , 
wi th t he New Hope Church, Sabine Count·:/ , 5 . 

3Minutes of the Centra l Baptist Ass ociati on , he ld 
in September , 1870 , with Corint:i Church, San Augus tine 
County , 5 , 



their duty to de a l with the Negro as "an accounta ble and 

respons ible being ," to give him the gospel, and to do 

wha t they could to elevat e h im as a "mora l and intel

lectual being . " The following r e commendat ions were 

submit t ed : 
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1. The associational missionaries and preache rs 

were to instruct t he Negro a t eve ry opportunity, because 

there were no compe tent Negroe s to instruct the ir people. 

2. The Negroes should b e r equired to support the 

missionari es who l abo red with t hem . 

3. The chur ches were ins truc t ed to ordain onl y 

t hos e colored preachers who possessed all the qualifi

cations r equired by t he scriptures.4 

In 1870 the Colorado Association voted to dis

continue t he Afric an Mis si on Board ; b ecaus e it could not 

agree as to wha t should be done and could not col l ect t he 

f unds nece ssa ry to continue t his work .5 

Martin Haggard was cha ir1:1an of the committe e whi ch 

r eported to Trinity River Association in 1870 . The r eport 

4Proc eedings of the _-ineteenth Annual Session of 
t he Che roKee Baptist Association , he ld i n Octobe r , 1870 , 
with Myrtle Spring Church, Cherokee County , 8 . 

5Minutes of the Colo rado Baptist Association , he ld 
in October , 1870 , at Enon Baptist Church , 5-6 . 
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rec ognized tha t since the Negro was accountable unto God, 

and since the Chri s ti a ns we r e commiss ion ed to "preach the 

gospe l to eve r y creature ," it was the ir duty as Baptists 

to care for t he colored r a ce. Two r e solutions were made. 

First, the p a stors and mi ssiona ri e s we r e advised to preach 

to the Negroes whenever possible , giving special in s truction 

in the doctrine and di s cipline of the Bapt ist Church. 

Second, the chur ches we r e to give encouragement a nd sup

port to their ministers b ecause "Cathol icism and othe r 

superstitions 11 were b ecoming so strong . 6 

T. R. McGrorey and co~.mittee report ed on t he r e 

ligious condition of t he c o lored people in the Tryon As

sociation in 1870. The co m..mittee was concerned with the 

threa t of Catholici sm to the Negroes . They reported that 

the Catholics were training c olored priests and h ad 

Catholic t eachers r eady to t each in the Negro schools . 

The assoc i ation r ecognized the me rit of having Negroes 

preach to t h e ir own p e ople and authorized the exe c ut ive 

b oard of t h e associ a tion to hire Brothe r Willi s Hogue , a 

Negro preacher, as missiona ry to the colored p eople in 

6i-Iinut e s of the Twenty-s e cond Annua l Session of 
t he Trinity River Ba ptist Associa tion, h e ld in October , 
1 870 , with Mount Pi s g a h Bapt i st Church, Freestone County , 
8-9 . 



the Tryon Association . Ministers and ffiembers were urged 

to co-opera te with the co l ore d miss ionary.? 

The commi t tee on the "Religious Condition of the 

Colored People " which r eporte d to Uni on Associ a tion in 

1870 was co~posed of J.E. Paxton, Jonas Johnston, and 

V. H. Pace. Its r e port b egan with a bri ef history of 
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t he Negro 's effort s to form separ ate churches a nd ass o

ciations , and r e called t ha t after the wa r mos t of the 

Ne groes left the exi sting churches and formed all Negro 

churche s pastored by Negro preachers. In most cases their 

preachers ha d not be en qua lified and c on.fusion had b een 

preva l ent i n t heir ch~rches . The colored peopl e h 4d been 

misl ed b y men who had po li tical aspira tions and v:ho ha d 

organized "loya l l eagues " r a t her t han churches of Christ . 

These men had promo t ed strife and prejudice to the extent 

th9t it h ad be en i mpossibl e fo r t he Southern white min 

i sters t o pre ach the gospel to the Negroes . The report 

ac1rnowl edg ad t hat this situa tion was chang ing , b e cause 

t h e:,:,0 were sor,1e of t he Southe rn white ministers who 

preached to the Negro congrega tion s . The c o:nmit tee sug

gest ed t hat the white Baptists teach t he Negroes the 

?Minutes of the Thirte enth Annual Se ssion of the 
Tryon Association held in Octob '3r , 1870, at Haunt Ar ie l 
Bapti st Church , Livingston , Po l k County, 8- 9 . 



discipl i ne and doctrines of the Baptist Church ; t ha t 

t hey pe r suade the Negroes to establish Bible schoo ls, to 

build school houses , and to hire qua lified t eachers to 

educa t e t heir chi l dren ; t hat t hey distribute Bibles, 

Testaments , and tracts to the colored brethren ; and t ha t 

t h ey encourage the more int elligent Negroes to t ake ad 

vantage of the sc~ool p~ovided for t hem b y t he Ameri can 

Baptist Horne Mission Socie t y . 

The association pa ssed t he following resolutions: 

1. Tha t the mi ssionary board hire capabl e men 

t o .rork with the Negroes . 

2. That the ministers and l aymen Hork with t he 

Hegroes t o accom9lish t he s uggestions mentioned above . 

99 

3. Tha t the r eport be discontinue d unde r the n ame 

"Religious Condition of the Colored Peo:!)leri and be in 

corporated into the report on "Destitution . 11 8 

In 1 870 several Negro churches applied for member 

ship in the Waco Association . A committee consisting of 

Z . N. Morrell , R. C . Burleson , F . F . Bloodworth , and R. 

More wa s appointed to con s ider the matter . These men 

8r✓r 1nutes of the Thirty-first Annus l HeE: ting of the 
Union Baptist Association, held in September ,·· 1870 , with 
t he Independence Church , 16- 17 . 
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advised the associa tion to accept the Negro churches sin ce 

they were orthodox and orde rly . They r ecomme nded t hat the 

Negro churche s b e organized into an association of t heir 

own as soon as possible and tha t "the most cordial fe el

i ng and correspondence be maintaine d " b etwee n t he white 

and colored bre t hr en . The moderator appointe d Z . N. 

Morre ll, J. V. Wright, and R. W. Kinna rd as a commi tt ee 

t o ca rry out the recomme ndat i on . 

T. F. Loc kett , W. M. Ma t hews , R. M. Turner, and 

J. Cornelison gave the "Report on Colored :Missions" to 

the Wac o Association in 1870 . They r ecommended tha t a 

missiona r y be appointed to visit the Negro churche s to 

aid t hem i n s e tting t heir churches in order and to preach 

to t hem . The matte r was t urned ove r to Z . N. Morre ll 

an d coimni ttee . 9 

At t he 1871 meeting of the Baptist State Conven 

tion F . M. Law and c owri i ttee ca lled att ention t o the f a ct 

tha t the Negro const itut ed a l arge and important e l ement 

in t he st at e . They ma intained t hat in some se ctions of 

t he state t he Negroes had be en wi lling to accept t he re

l i gious instruction of t he white ministers , while in other 

9Minutes of the El eventh Annua l Ses sion of t he 
Waco Baptist Association , held in August , 1870 , with Salem 
Church , 2-4, 13 . 
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places they h ad r efused to acc ept help . This r efusal ha d 

probably been brought about by a feH politicians working 

for parti san pu r pose s. Baptists ne eded to stand 11 above 

and independent of parti s an politic a l is sues ." They 

should prea ch Jesus and te a ch the principle s of Chris

tianity to the Negroes . The convention collected $12 .50 

to help pay for the Ne gro church in Bryan . 10 

J.B. Henders on, J . S . Bledso e , W. A. Bradford , 

F . M. Mount , J. H. L. Wes ley , and John Greene ma de up the 

committ ee which r eport ed on the r eligious condition of 

the colored people to t he Cherokee Association in 1871 . 

The cor.unittee de cide d t o eras e this subject fr om their 

books and to dis regard any r esponsibility towa rd t he 

Negroes , but aft er r e considering it r eali zed t ha t this 

was a missiona r y en t e r pris e t he y could not negl ec t . The 

cormnittec t est i fied t h a t t hese i mmort a l souls were "des 

ti tu.t e " of correct reli g i ous t r a ining and if left to 

t he1ns e 1 ve s, they woul d s oon degene r a te into fo rma l , cere 

monial wor shippe rs . It wa s r e c omrn.e nded t ha t t he ass o

ci a tiona l missi onaries instruct t he Negroes , and tha t 

l OMinut e s of the Twent y- fourth Annual Ses s ion of 
t he Baptist St ate Convention of Texa s , he ld in September 
and Octob e r , 1871 , a t Bryan Baptist Church , . 11. 
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the co lored people b e encouraged to help support these 

. . . 11 missionaries . 

The r eport on t he r eligious c ondition of t he colored 

people was submitted to t he Trinity Rive r Associa tion by 

J. G. Thomas , Z . J . Anderson , and \-J . D . Anderson. This 

cornmi t tee assert e d tha t t he r e ligious and social condi tion 

of t he Negroes was d eplo r ~ble . The Negr o Baptist s lmew 

nothing of church policy a nd di s cipline . It wa s only 

o cc asionall y tha t a Negro could be fo und who was willing 

to l earn the do ctrines of the Baptist chu rch and t her1 

tea ch these doctrines t o other Jegroes . The as sociationa l 

minist e rs and mission a ries were asked to pre a ch to t he 

Negroes and to teach them "the principles of ou r holy 

r e ligion , and of church orders . 11 12 

In 1 871 t he mee tins of the Tr on Associa tion heard 

a report b y D. D . Foreman , John Lee , and H. C . Meece . 

The ir report r e lated that the Negroes in the association 

had shown no advancement in r eligious knowledge during 

1 1 Proceedings of the Twentieth Annual Session o f the 
Che ro·ee Baptist Association , h e ld in October , 1871, a t 
Dove r Church , Smith County , 11. 

121-rinute~, of t he Twenty-third Annual Session of the 
Trinity Rive r Baptist Association , held in October , 1 871 , 
at Pra irie Grove Bapt ist Church , Limes tone County , 12 . 



the past year. There we r e nu.111e rous "so - ca lled II Baptist 

churche s and min ::. s ters, but these groups i,e re entirely 

illitera t e and u sed a "wild, ungoverned i magination" as 
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a b a sis f or their r eligion. The Negroes believed that 

their ministers were inspired by God to preach by visions 

and dreams . They had sepa r a t ed from t he white Baptists 

in t he ir me thod of worship and in doctrine . The r e were 

only t wo r egularly organi zed Negro Baptist churches in 

the asso c ia tion with authorized colored ministers . A 

resolu tion was p a ss ed r eques ting every minister in t he 

association to hold s erv ic e s on Sunday evenings for the 

colored peopl e and to encoura ge the Negroes to have t heir 

children t aught to r ead the Bible . 13 

In 1871 R. P . Snelling, J. A. Rentz , and Hos es 

Warne r ma inta ined that the Ne gro e s i n Waco Association 

were not "ri pe t o r e ce ive l abors n of the white b r e thren , 

but that t he assoc i a tion must continue t o work f o r t he i r 

good . The committee r ecommende d t hat the churches i n t he 

a s s ocia tion do eve r ything poss ible to show the Negroes 

t ha t the Baptists had a sinc e r e inter e st in the i r we lfare. 

Wheneve r t he Negroe s r equest ed a id, the wh ites should help 

13tti nute s of the Tryon Bapti s t Ass ocia tion, held 
i n Oct obe r, 1871, with t he Bethel Bapti s t Church, 
Louisi ana Settlement, Polk County , 4-5. 



them in organizing the ir churches and t hen continue to 

guide them in church matters . A special comnlittee was 

to b e appointed to carry out t he recom.rr..e nd ation,and the 

associationa l missionary wa s to be pe rmi tted to assist 

the Negroes, provided they showed a desire to b e in

structed.14 
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Accord ing to the r eport at the Bapti st Sta t e Con

vention in 1872, the Negro e s were imput ed to be "relig

io us ," but their r e ligion was a "mixture of supers tition 

and presumpt ion, with san e grains of truth interspersed ." 

It wa s as sm-:1e d t ha t t here i-:ere true followe rs of Christ 

among them, but mos t of t hem were in a sta te of r e lig i ous 

r etrogress i on . The convention felt tha t s omethi ng should 

be done to h e lp the Negroes , but no r e solutions were 

made . 15 

R. H. Billups gave the "Repor t on Colored Popula 

ti on " to t he Red River Associatio n in 1872 . The r eport 

t es tified to the f a c t tha t there was a l a r ge numb e r of 

14I·linute s of t he Twe l fth Annua l Session of the Hac o 
Bapt ist As so cia t ion , he ld i n August 1871 , with t he Eas t 
Wa co Church , 7 , 

15;-Iinut es of the Twenty-fift h Annua l Session of the 
Baptis t Sta t e Convent i on of Texas , he ld in October , 1872, 
a t t he Independence Baptist Church , 15 . 



Negro e s in the a ssocia tion and t ha t they would be "an 

el ement of powe r for good or evil '' depe nd i ng on whethe r 

or not they we re educ ated . The following r esolutions 

were made : 

1. It was the a ssocia tion ' s duty to God , t he 
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Negro , and themse lves to evangeli ze the colored popul a t i on . 

2. The associat ion was to encourage every " l aud 

able" me ans of giving the Negroes the pure word of God. 

3, The ministers and laymen i n the Red River 

Association we r e to assist the Negroes in the organiz a 

t i ona l meeting of a Negro associa tion which was to be 

he l d at the Cla r ks ville Baptist Church the folloi-ling 

Thursday .1 6 

W. H. Pa r ks , W. D. Anderson , and M. Williams r e 

po rted on the r eligious condition of t he colored popu

l ation to t he Trini t y Ri ver Assoc i ati on in 1 872 . The 

corn_m. it t ec was conce r ned with the element of supers tition 

t hat was growing in t he Negro churches and with t he f act 

t hat t he ir pre achers were poorly educ a t ed . They we r e 

"blind l e a der's of the blind . 11 There wou ld either have to 

be a change in their pre sent t eache rs or more t r a i n ing given 

t hem "in t he way of t he Lord . 11 The committee re corn.mende d 

16Red River Baptis t Asso~i ation , held in September, 
1872, at the Baptist Church at Cla rkesville , 12 . 



tha t t he p as tors with in the a s s oc i at i on preach to the 

Negro es a t l east one time e a ch month . 1 7 
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W. J. Galloway and B . F . Ellis, Jr. ob s erve d t ha t 

the r e h ad b een n o imp ro vement in the relig ious condition 

of t he Negroes i n t he Tryon Associ a t i on. The Ne g roe s 

pre f e r red t he ir o~m preache r s and h a d no d e sire to r ece ive 

ins t r uc t ion f rom t he Hhi t es . They s howe d l i ttle true 

and gen uin e pi e t y and h ad man y mistake n i deas. The Ne gro 

prea chers appear ed to b e the mos t i gno r a nt a nd illite r a t e 

of all. No r e c ommenda t ions we r e made . 18 

In Wa c o Asso ci a t ion i n 1872 , a conrrni tt ee composed 

of A. H. J ackson , R . W. Turner , a n d W. J. C, Graham sug 

gested that they no t wai t f or the Negroes t o r equest aid 

o n spi r itual m~tters but c ~ll for volunte e rs t o work with 

t h em . The volunte e rs were t o appeal t o the whit e s and t he 

Negroes for financia l support . If n e cessary , t his mis

s iona ry endeavor wa s to be fina nced entirely b y t he whites ; 

but the committee f e lt confident that onc e the Negroes 

1 7Minut es of the Twenty -fourth Sess i on of the 
Trinity River Baptist Association , h e ld i n Octobe r , 1 872 , 
with Be da i Church , Grimes County , 9 , 

18Minut es of the Fifteenth Annual Ses sion of t he 
Tryon Baptist Associat ion , h eld i n October, 1 872 , with 
Mount Capers Baptist Church , San J a.cint o County, 7. 



reali zed the i.rnportance of the work, t hey would con

tribute liberally to its support. 19 
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The committee on the "Religious Condition of the 

Colored Population" which reported to the Ba ptist State 

Convention in 1873 consisted of R. H. Taliaferro, A. J. 

Holt, T. J. Pilgrim, and J. W. D. Creath . The report 

express ed embarrassment that for the p~st several years 

they h ad not established any missions or schools for the 

Negroes, nor had they provided miss ionaries for them. 

There were no funds available for these purposes, there

fore it would have to be the res ponsibility of each min

ister and local church member to give the colored people 

aid and encouragement and to tell them about Jesus when

ever possible.20 

In 1873 the Trinity River Association passed a 

resolution asking the ministers to preach to the Negroes 

and to furn ish them with Bibles and Baptist literature. 21 

l9Minutes of the Thirteenth Annual Se ssion of the 
~aco Baptist Associa tion, held in August, 1872, with 
Blue Ridge Church, Falls Count y , 7, 

20M:inutes of the THenty-sixth Annual Session of 
the Baptist State Convention of Texas, held in November, 
1873, with t he Aus tin Bapt ist Church, 5. 

21Minutes of the Twenty-fifth Annual Session of 
the Trinity Riv er Baptist Associati on , held in November, 
1873, at the Cotton Wood Church, Bryan, 5, 



The Tryon Associa tion ac1mowledged th B. t education 

was the only cur-e for the i gnorance that was p:-eva lent 

among the Negroes, but no definite recomme ndations were 

made b y the association . 22 
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Z. N. Morrell , D. K. More land, M. V. Smith, J. W. D. 

Creath, and B. B . Baxter fo rme d the committee on the 

"Religious Condition of t he Colored Population , :, which re

ported to the Union Associa tion in 1873. The com...'lli ttee 

realize d the Negro had "the s ame r e lation to God and to 

us as other national it ies , " therefore it wa s necessary -for 

t he white Christiana to help t he Negroes every way the y 

could . The conrrnittee asked t he missionaries and pastors 

in the association to help the colored brethren whenever 

the Negroes pe r mitted the~ to do so . 23 

The pastor of the colored 3aptist church a t Bren

h am attended the Union Association meeting in 1873, and 

after the report on the co lored population was given , t he 

Negro pre ache r was asked t o m3.ke a state:nent on "the 

spiritual condition of his r ace and its churches ." He 

22.Hinutes of the Sixte enth Annual Session of the 
Tryon Baptist Association , he ld in Octob er , 1873, with 
the Mos cow Bc:.ptist Church, Moscow , Polk County . 

23:r,rinutes of the Thirty- third Annua l Meeting of 
t he Union Baptist Association , held in August, 1873 , with 
Brenham Church , Wa shington County , 14. 
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gave his report in a "becomi ng and r e spec tful manne r" to 

the satisfac tion of the associationa l body . 24 

A colored preache r by the name of Brother Denso n 

and othe r members of his chu~ch we r e given permission to 

obs erve the proceedings of the Wa co Associa tional meeting 

"for the purposes of their instruction. 1125 

J. W. Spe ight and com."'llittee r e com.:.;1ended that the 

mini sters, de acons, and brethren in Waco Associa tion use 

every occ a sion to give proper instruction to the Negroes 

and to conv ince t he Negroes tha t the white Baptists we r e 

int ere sted in t he ir ~elfare . 26 

The cormnittee on the "Religious Condition of the 

Colored Population" at the Neches River Associa tion in 

1873 noted tha t the r e h ad be en definite signs of L~prove 

ment in t he relig ious condition of the Negroes . They 

were acc epting the Bible as a basis for t he ir r eligious 

bel iefs r a the r t han r e l ying on old cus toms and trad itions 

based on superstition . The colored brethren had organized 

an associGtion ca lled the Palest ine As soc iat ion. Thei r 

25~1inutes of the Fourteenth Annual Mee ting of the 
Waco Baptist Ass ociation , held in Augus t, 1873, with the 
Marlin Church , Falls Count y , 13. 

26 r oid . 



association consisted of Negro Baptist churches in Ander 

s on and Houston counties , and portions of Henderson , 

Trinit y , and Polk counties . 27 

The associa tional minutes indicate that t he white 

churches were anxious to assist their colored bre thren i n 

church matters , and b y 1873 the re wa s a growing desire on 

the pa rt of the Negro Baptists to accept assistance from 

t he whites . One of the most outstanding exampl e s of co 

opera tion bet~een the Negro Baptists and the whi t e Bap

ti s ts was in t he form ation of the "Texas Freedmen ' s 

Missionary Bapt.:.st Convention," the first Negro Bapti s t 

st a t e convention in Texas . 

11 0 

On December 13, 1 873 , a group of Negro men r epr e 

s enting fort y- one Negro Baptist churches me t at the Fr i end

ship Baptist Church in Navasota , for the purpose of forming 

an all Negr o Baptist stat e convention . Hhite ministers who 

Ker-e p~esent a t t he Navasota mee ting included J. B. Link , 

Jonas Jolu1Ston, F . N. Law , H. V. Smith , J . W. Terre ll , 

W. H. Robert , Al l en Thompson , Ira M. Camp , Le,ris Brook , 

Joseph La,..rson , G. i·i . So lor:1on , and Henderson Bonner . Al 

t hough the color ed brethr en were in positions of l e ader 

ship , the white men we re invited to t ake part , __ i n the 

27carroll , Texas Baptists , 355 . 



proc eedings of the convention. J. B. Link was asked to 

address t he convention , and he made a short talk on the 

i mportance of t he work to be undertaken by the group. 
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He was also asked to record the proce edings of the con

vention in his paper . Jose ph Lawson was appointed to 

the comr.iitte e on credentials and was placed on the board 

of director s . F. M. Law was appointed chairman of the 

business c or.unittee to be assisted by W. H. Robert and 

Jonas Joh.i.1ston, white preache r s , and by J. J. Reinha rdt 

and Johns on Ric e , Negro preachers. 

The con~ent ion voted to hold ministers' institutes 

to train the ir preachers. The board of directcrs asked 

Elders F. M. Law , I. S. Campbell , J.B. Link, W. H. 

Robert s , W. C. Crane, and H. Howard to prepare lectures 

for the first ins titute. All these preachers were white 

28 except I. S. Campbell. 

At the Baptist Sta t e Convention in 1874 Brothers 

Law , Link , Smith, and Johnston r eviewe d the work which had 

be9n done by the Negroes in having organized t he follow

i ng : a sta t e convention with a const itution on the same 

orde r as t ha t of the Baptist State Convention, a Min

isters ' Insti tut e to t each preachers the basic doctrines 

28Griggs , "Proc eedings of the First Session of the 
Baptist Missionary and Educ at i ona l Convention of Texas," 
entire pamphl e t of approxi ma t ely 14 pages . 



of the Baptist church, and a "school of high grade" for 

the education of the colored ministry and other Negro 

youths. The report rec alled that the Negroes had in

vited numerous white men to attend the organiz at ional 

meeting of the Negro state convention , and t hen they had 

asked several whi te preachers to instruct the Negroes at 

minist ers' institute s . The committee suggested that the 

white Baptists be prepa red to meet with the Negro Bap

tists in order to counsel and &dvise them on church 

matters, if s uch counsel was s ought , but it would be 

"impolite to press our advice, counsel, or othe r aid, 

u_11invi t ed, upon them. 1129 
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The fo rmation of t he ministers' institutes w2s 

de~crib0d by Ca rroll as hav ing been "the mightiest of all 

human agencies for the uplift of the colored preachers ." 

These institutes were led by such outstanding Baptist 

pre a chers as J.B. Link, F. M. Law, W. H. Robert, R. C. 

and R. B. Burleson , ~ - H. Robe rt, B. H. Carroll, R. C. 

Buckner , and r,~ illiam H. Ho ward. Thes e men would spend 

days tea ching and training the Negro preachers who at

tended the ins titutes. 

29Minutes of the Twenty-seventh Annual Session of 
the Baptist State Convention of Texas , held in October, 
1874 , at the First Baptist Church , Galveston , 7. 



Carroll proclaims that the "patience and per

sistence" shown by the white Texas Baptists toward the 

Negroes during t he " trying conditions " of the Civil We.r 
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"are things at which to marvel." The Negroes' attitude 

towa rd the whi tes change d as t he Reconstruction period 

ended30 end as the nu_mber of ministers' insti tut e s in

creased. The y re gained thei r confidence "in the real friend

ship of the Southe rn whites, especially in the unselfishness 

of their religious work among them. 11 31 

During the first three years of the 1870's there 

were places in which the Negro Baptists continued to be 

resist ant to the assist ance offered by the white B~p

tists, but there was s des ire among many of the Negro 

Baptists to have the whites help them organize churches, 

set t heir churche s in order , ordain t heir preachers, and 

instruct them in the Bible and in Baptist doctrine . 

Practically all t he a ssociation minutes evidenced a 

willingness of the member churche s to he l p the Negro Bap

ti sts , provided t hey were given the opport unity. 

30Reconstruction ended in Texas on J anuary 17, 
1874, when RichP.rd Coke r eplaced E. J. Devis as governor . 
Webb (e d .), H;lndbook of Texas , II, 446 - 4h7-

31carroll, Texas Baptists , 356- 357 . 
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Probably the most significant event during this 

period occurred at the first Negro Bapti st state con

vention at which time the Negroes voted to hold ministers' 

institutes to educate the colored preachers. White min

isters were asked to teach in the institute s. The forma

tion and cont inuation of the ministers' institutes ap

pears to have been a ma jor f actor in bringing the white 

and Negro Baptists into a more co-operat ive spirit in 

church affairs. 



CHAPl'ER VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Texas Baptists began to show an interest in the 

s piritual welfare of the Negroes as soon as t he f irst 

Baptist churches in the state were organized . At t hat 

t ime the Negroes worshipped with the whites and were 

gladly received as merrib e rs of the churches . Many churches 

had special afternoon or evening service~ which were s pe 

cifically for the instruction of their colored members . 

Some of the slave-owners bui l t church houses on t heir 

planta tions and hired preache rs to preach to their Negroes . 

At the organizationa l me eting of the Baptist State 

Convention of Texas in 1848 it wa s recomme nde d tha t the 

sending of missiona ries to prea ch to the slaves should be 

one of the le ading obj e ctive s of the sta te body . By pro 

viding mis s i ona~ies , the Negroes in Texas would b e con

vert ed and t he fo undation wo uld be laid for sending the 

gospe l to Afric a , whe r e many Ame ric an Ne gro e s were r e turn 

ing as missionaries. The reco~2ne nd ation of the state 

convention was carried out b y s uch men a s Noah Hill and 



A. Buffington , ~ho served as missionaries to the colored 

people for many years . The work of these men and others 

like them was reinforc ed by ~ssociationa l mi ssionaries 

and loc a l preachers, most of whom tried to have r egular 

servic e s for the Negroes in their vicinity. 
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Association and convention minutes proclaimed that 

slavery was scriptu r al and asserted that the duties of 

slaves to their master and master to his slave s were re

corde d in t he New festameut. The scriptures required the 

master to provide "the means of s a lvation" for his slaves, 

and r equi r ed t he sl ave to submit to his maste r. According 

to t he min utes t he sl a ves who b e came Christi a ns not only 

r e ceived ete rna l life, but were h &ppier with their temporal 

life and b e c ~~e mo r e obedient to their ma sters. 

I rr.med iate ly pre c eding and during the Civil Wa r t he 

minut es referred to "northern f anatics" and "wicked in

c e n d i ariesrr who we r e e x citing t he Negro e s and i mpe ding 

the effo r ts of the Baptists in t he ir attempt to Christian

i ze t he slave s . People in some of t he communiti es felt 

t hat the Negroes s hould n o t b e permitte d to cong r ega te for 

public meetings b e c a us e of the "unse t t l ed c on d itions," but 

t hose who r epo rt e d on t he r e lig ious condi tion of the 

colored people encouraged Baptists to continue h av ing t heir 

r egul a r wor ship services for the s e rvants . In orde r to 
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prevent dis t urb a nc e s it wa s s ugge st e d t ha t these services 

b e att e n ded b y a group of wh it e men who wou l d aid in 

d ispe rsing t he crowd . 

During the fo u r year s of t h e Civil Wa r , ma ny of the 

missionari es a nd preac he r s we r e eith er in t he a rmy o r 

s erving as mi ss i on a ri e s t o t he Confede r a t e force s , and most 

o f the rnoney de s~gna t e d for mi s sions went to thos e who we re 

minist e ring t o t he soldiers . The pre achers who r emained 

a t home we r e urged to c ontinue pre senting t he gospe l t o t h e 

Ne g r oes at eve r y opportuni t y . Tl1e g ene r a l contention was 

that t he Southerners h ad r e c eived t he b e n efits of the 

Negro es ' l abo r, t here f o r e t hey we r e r e spon sible for le ading 

the Negr oes t o Chr ist . I f t he Sou t he r ne r s did not pre sen t 

the g ospe l t o t he s e rvants , in all proba b i lity the Ne g ro e s 

wo~l d not be saved . Al o n g with t he ~essage of s a lva tion 

t he pre achers were t o explain t c t he Negro e s t ha t t he 

S0u t herners we r e their true f r i end s and t ha t t hey must no t 

b e disi l lusioned by t ha f a lse promises of t he 11 Yankees of 

t :ie North . 11 Texas Baptis t s overc ame many diff i cul ti es in 

o rde r t o c ontinue t he i r r e l igious ·work among t he colore d 

popul a tion until the end of t he wa r . 

In t he f i r st assoc i ational and c onvent ion mee tings 

fo l l owing t he wa r t he ma jor question wa s whethe r t h e 



118 

Negroes should b e encouraged to r emain in the churches 

with t he whites or to se parate and fo rm all Negro churches. 

Most Texas Baptists felt that the Negroes we r e not well 

enough informed in Ba ptist doctrine or litera t e enough to 

have worship services without the aid of the white men ; 

therefore , t he whites encouraged the freeQ~en to remain 

in the established churches . It was soon evident to the 

whites tha t the majority of the Negroes wanted churches 

and preachers of the ir own. At this point the whites of

fer ed to assis t t he Negroes in organizing t he ir churches. 

In some areas this help was r eadily accepted , but in man y 

pl aces the _·egroes preferr e d to organize t hei r churche s 

without tte advice of the whites . The white Baptists were 

appalled at the sup e rstition and ignorance whi ch prevailed 

in a great n umbe r of the Negro churc hes but ~ere unable to 

correct t he condition . 

When the political situa tion in Texa s b egan to im

prove so did t he r e l a tionship b etween the whites and the 

Negroes . In 1 873 seve r a l white preache rs were invited to 

assist the Negroes in t he forma tion of the first Negro 

Baptist state convent ion . At t h is c onvention the Neg ro 

preachers aske d the whites to aid them in holding min

ist e rs' institutes to educ a te the colo red minis try. The 

whit e s s pent many d ays in t raining and teaching Negro 



preachers. These ministers' institutes were a Major 

factor in restoring an amiable r ela tionship be twa en the 

two groups of Baptists. 
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Texas Baptists showed patience and persistance in 

their r e ligious work among the Negroes from 1836 to 1873 

and consistently demonstrated a genu ine concern in their 

spiritua l welfare. 

The da ta collected for this study indicate that 

the religious work done by Texa s Baptists among the Negroes 

in Texas from 1836 to 1873 included preaching the gospel, 

instruction in the scriptures, providing mis sionaries for 

them , bui lding houses of worship for t hem , assisting them 

in for:ning the ir O \•m churches , orda ining Negro ministers, 

and holding ministe r s' institutes to educate the Negro 

ministr y . 

Before and during the Civil Wa r the white Baptists 

show ed considerable conc ern for t he spiritual welfare of 

the Negroes in Texa s. They used the Bible to substantiate 

sl ave ry and as a guide to the rela tion of maste rs and 

s ervants . The scriptures used r equired Christian masters 

to present the 11means of s a lva tion 11 t o the ir slaves and 

in structed Christian servants to be obed i ent to their 

mas ters . 
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After the war the white Baptists did not consider 

the majority of Negro Baptists we ll enough informed in 

church doctrine and procedure to organize and ope r a te 

churche s of their own, therefore they encouraged the 

Negroes to r ema in in the established churche s. 

When the Negroes ferried separate churc he s the 

whites express ed conce rn for the supers tition and ignora nce 

which prevai led in mgny of the Negro Baptist churches and 

continued to show their concern for the spiritua l welfare 

of the colored people by constantly offering to guide the 

Negroes in organ izing t hei r churches and in sett i ng the ir 

ch;lrches in order . In the opinion of the white Baptists 

the Negro Baptists n eeded mor e assistance in spiritual 

affairs as fr ee~~e n than they had n eeded as slave s. 

The conc ern whi ch Texas Baptists had for the spir

itua l ~elfara of the Negroes in Texas was expressed in the 

associ a tion and convention minutes and demonstra t e d by the 

pa tie nce and p e r sis t ance with which they worked among t he 

Negroes . 

In orde r to fo~n a c ompr ehe n s ive p e rspective of 

the wo rk dona b y Texas Ba ptists among t h e ·egroea in Texas 
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between 1830 and 1873 , furthe r study is n eede d in the 

minu t e s of t he associational meet ings of Brazo s River , 

Judson , and Sabine associ~tions; records of the Negro 

associational mee tings b e t ~een 1 866 and 1873, local church 

r ecords , and records kept by individua l plant a tion owners 

of the Baptist f ai t h . 
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APPENDIX 



BIOGRA PHICAL SKETCHES 

Baine s , George W., Sr. was editor of Texa s Baptists' first 
n ewspape r , The Texas Baptist, from i ts founding in 
1855 until 'IE'51 . He held n une 1•o us pastorates, served 
as a missionary, taught n a tural scienc e at Baylor 
University, wa s president of the bo a rd of truste e s of 
Baylo r Female Coll ege , and s e r ved as president of 
Baylor University. Ca r re l l , Tex~s Bantists, 135, 239, 
276-277 , 280- 281, 305- 308 , 393°="391+, l~o7 , and 5 35 . 

Barnes , Genera l J . W. wa s conver t e d in 18h7 and wa s made 
a de a con within a year . He was trea ~urer of the 
Baptist Stats Convention fron the ti~e of its organi 
zation in 1848 until he joi~ed the Confedera te Ar~y . 
He was treasure r of Union As sociation and Baylor 
University . Barnes was probably the mos t effective 
indiv idual promoter of The Texas Baptist and the 
Texas Bautist Hera l d . He ass umed princi,al r espons i 
bilit y i n organizing the International and Great 
Northern RRilroad . Carroll , Texas Ba~tists , 252 - 253 . 

Baylo r, Robe~t E:rn:mett Bledsoe wa s born in Ke ntucky in 
1793 . He served in t he Wa r of 1812 , ~as a membe r of 
the Kentucky l egislatur e and o f the U. S . Congress 
b efore comi ng to Texas in 1839 . Dur ing the existence 
of the Republic , Baylor s erve d on the Supre!:-ie Court 
as j udge of the Third Judicia l District . ·He was a 
member of the Constitutiona l Con vention following the 
annexation of fexas . With the he lp of Tryon and 
Huckins , Baylo r prepared and s e cured the p a ssage of 
t he act establishing Baylor Univers ity. Bayl or held 
c ourt by d a y and preached the gospel by night . He 
n eve r accepted payment f o r his preaching . During the 
p eriod of t he Re?ublic, Baylor wa s c ons i dered Texas 
Ba ptists 1 nos t outstanding p e rsona lity . Cox (ed . ), 
EncycJ.oued i g_ of Southern Bautists , I, 150, and as 
c ited in Elliott (ed . ) , Centenn :'~a l Story of Texa s 
Ba ptists, 31-32, and as c ited in Carroll , Texas 
Bantists , 194-197 . 
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Buffington , A. c ame to Texas from Tenne ssee in 1835, 
s erved throughout the Texa s Revolution , and partici
pated in the Battle of San J acinto. He was a rnember 
of the group who formed t he first Missionary B~ptist 
church in Texas . Buffington was ordained after co ming 
to Texas s.nd was the s ec ond mi ssionary to be ap
pointed by Texas Baptists . He st~rted preBching to 
t he Negroes before the Civil Wer and cont inued working 
with them until his de~th in 1879 . Carroll s ays that 
Buffington' s labors among the Negroes ·,,e r e rrabundant 
and fruitfulrr and we r e given entirely free until the 
day of his death . Carroll, Texa s Baptists , 63, 
and 256 . 

Campbe ll, I. S . wa s born in Russillville, Kentucky, in 
1815 . He was conve rted in 1836 and began preaching 
the s ame ye9. r. Ce..rnpbell wa s ordained in Canada in 
1855. In 1866 he Ha.s sent to Texas as a missi onar>y 
to the rTegroes by the Ohio Convention. Campbell or
ganiz ed t he first Negro Baptis t association in Texas , 
fo rmed the fir s t colored pr esbytery in Te xas to ordain 
a Negro Baptis t preacher , and led in the format ion of 
the Negro Baptist state convent ion . This prominent 
Negro is kno•,m as t he "Fathe r of t he Neg ro Baptists of 
TexB.s . " A. R. Griggs , "Proceedings of the First Se s
sion of t he Baptist Missionsry and Educational Conven
tion of Texas , rr ent ire pamphlet , and as cited in 
Jord9.n , Negro Bautist History Q_ .~ . A. 1750-1930 , 14, and 
as ci ted in Cox (ed .), Enc;rclouedi& of Southern Bap 
tists , II , 1378 . 

Crane , ':lillis.m C e.rey W8.S born in Virgini a in 1816 . He wa s 
educ e. t ed at Colwnbian College , Wa shington , D. C . and 
Hadison Un iversity , ne,..r Yo rk . Crc'ne c aine to Texas 
in 1863 to be president of Baylor University and wa s 
known in TexJ;;. s a s an out standing educator . He l ed in 
establi shing Sa~ Houston rorn-2.l Ins t itut e and t he 
University of Texa s , and in r eorganizing t he publi c 
school s ystem foll owing Reconstruction . At Hrs . 
Houston 1 s r equest Crane wrote the l ife of General Sam 
Houst on . Elliot ( ed .), Centei~ ial Story of Texas 
Baptists , 98 , 153 -156, end as cited in Cox (ed .), 
Encyclopedia of Southern Baotists , I , 328-. 



Cartmel, H. R . c ame to Texas from Tennessee in 1835. He 
was one of the Ba p ti sts who was in the organi zation 
o f the Old Wa shington Church in 1837 . Cartmel is 
rreq~ently me ntioned in the early Bapti st records . 
Carroll, Texa s Baptists, 64 . 
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Chandler , F . B . c ~~e to Texas from Georgi a in 1846 under 
appointment of the Domestic Board of t he Southern 
Baptist Convention . He wen t to La Gra nge as pastor . 
Carroll describe d him as a sane , s a fe , so u..11.d , s wee t 
spirited , and a spiritual preacher who was of such 
a quiet n a ture that he did not command t he a tt ention 
o f t he historian . 2lliot (ed .), Centenni a l §tory, 
34-35, and as c ited in Carroll . 

Creath , J . W. D . c a__rne to Texas in 1846 , under t he appoint 
ment of the Southern Bantist Domesti c Mission Board . 
In 1851 he b e c ame 11 Genei,a1 Agent" for the Baptis t 
State Convention in which c apac ity he pre ~ched , 
o rga nized churche s , and r aised money for church build 
i ngs and mission s . Creath was vice - president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention , president of the Texas 
Baptis t Convent ion , and president of the boa r d of 
truste e s of Baylo r University . Carroll, Texas 
Baotists, and as cited in Cox ( ed . ), Encyclopedia of 
Southe rn Baptists , I, 33 0 . 

Farquha r , J . F . was a Ba ptist l ayman who served as t he 
firs t treasure r of t he Educa tion Society and who was 
one of the origina l membe rs of the board of trustees 
for Baylor University . Carroll, Texa s Baotists , 
229 - 230 , a nd 238 . 

Garr e tt, Hosea c ame to Texa s from Alaba~a in 1842 . He was 
success f ul as a preacher and a far ne r . Garrett prob 
ably ga v e mo re money to Baylor during the time it wa s 
loc a ted at Independence tha n did any othe r individual . 
For ov e ~ forty yea rs Garrett was a membe r of the 
bo a rd of trus t ees of Baylor a nd was president of t he 
bo a r d mo s t of the s e years . Carroll , Texas Baptists , 
202-203 , and a3 cited in Elliot ( ed .), Cent ennia l 
Stoey of Texas B3pt ist s , 86-87 . 
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Graen, Robert c a~e to Texas fro m Tennessee in 18J8 just 
in time to help Reed org~ni ze Union Church. He 
moved farther west and assisted in the organization 
of t he old Plum Grove Ch~rch in 1839 . Records indi
cate tha t Green settled on the Colora do River and 
affiliated almost exclusively with the anti - missionary 
Baptists. Carroll, Texa s Baptists, 113 . 

Haynes , A.G. c ame to Texas from Mississippi in 1851. He 
was a member of the church at Inde p endence and was on 
the first bo ard of trustees a t Baylor Universit y . 
Haynes was sought after by the evange lists of his day 
as a singer for revivals . He owned a nur.i.ber of sl a ves , 
and his n ame appears r epeatedly on committees re
porting on the religio~s condition of the colored 
population . In 1856 Haynes was elected to t he State 
Legislature . Elliot (ed .), Centennia l Story of Texas 
Ba ptists , 249 , and as cited in Carroll , Texa s 
Baptist s , 507- 513 . 

Hill, Noah c ame to Texa s fro m Geo r g i a in 1846 unde r ap 
pointment of the Southern Baptist Convention's Domestic 
Mission Board . He was st a tioned a t ~atagorda where he 
was to devote his time to evangelizing the Negroes . 
Elliot (ed .), Centenn~~l ~tory of T8xas Baptists , 
34 , 36 , and 90 . 

Hillyer , John F . was born in Ge or g i a and educated at the 
Unive~sity of Geo r g i a . He ga v e u p medic ine to preach . 
Hillyer c ame to Texas as a mi ssiona ry in t847 . He 
t a ught ~athemati cs and natural science a t Baylor dur 
ing the Civil Wa r . After the Ka r Hillyer pasto r e d the 
church at Ga lves ton, and he t aught and prea ched in 
Nilam , Burl eson , Tra vis, R.nd Bas trop counties . Elliot 
(ed.) , Centenn.i.a l Story of Texas Ba')tists , l ~.5 . 

Hooks , Forrest was born in Alaba ma in 1835 , At fourt een 
h e was brought to Texas . His master t a ught him to 
r ead and spe ll, a nd h e l ea1·ned t o wr i te while driving 
his mnster 1 s children to schoo l . Hook s ~as converted 
in 1855, and irmned i a te l y started a nprais e rr.e e ting . 11 

He continued to preach t o the sl a ves and through his 
effort s many we r e s a ved . Besides b eing a prea cher , 
Hooks was the first colored t eache r, school director , 
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magistrate , and county com,~issioner in his p a rt of 
t he state . He accumulated considerable property and 
wealth . A . W. Pegues, Our Baotist Min i sters and 
Schoo ls, 2 70-271, 

Horton, A. C . c ame to Texa s from Al ~bama in 1835. He 
served with Fa nn in and Houston in the Revolution , 
was elected to the first Congre ss during the Republic , 
was elected lieut e n ant - governor ~ith Governor J . P . 
Henderson , and served as governor ~hil e Henderson was 
fight ing in Me xico . Horton was a d ea c on at Ma t agorda , 
helDed draft the constitution for the B~otist State 
Conve ntion , and was a trustee and p a tron-of Ba ylor 
Univer s it y . He died in 1 858 , Carroll , Texas Baptists , 
498-503, and as cit ed in Joseph L . Clark and Dorothy 
A . Linder, The StoE..Y of Texa s , 394. 

Hue kins , J ar.:e s was born in Nei1 Hampshire in 1808. He wa s 
sent t o Texas und e r the auspices of the Ame rican Bap
tist Horne Aiss i on Society . Huckins orga nized t he 
First Baptist Churc h at Ga lves ton and the First Ba p 
ti st Church at Houston . It was h e who sugge sted the 
n eed for a Baptist univers ity in Texas . He hel pe d 
in the organization of Union Associati on in 184 0 , t he 
Texas Ba9ti st Education Societ y , Texa s Ba ptist Home 
Mission Society , Baylor Uni ve rsi ty, a n d t he Tex&s 
Baptis t Convent ion . Dr. Carroll conside rs Huckins to 
b e one of t he mos t i mportan t "founda tion-·layers " in 
Texas Baptist hi story . Cox (ed .), Encyclouedia of 
Southern Ba otists , I, 658 , and as c ited in Carroll , 
TexasBaptis ts , 1 97 - 1 99 . 

Johns t on, Jonas was born in Beaufort Di st rict, South Caro
l ina , on March 11 , 1 821 . He moved to Texas in 
J anuary of 1 851 and s ettled in Grimes County . He 
p astored churches a t Plantersville , Montgome r y , An 
d erson , Ebeneze r , Danv il le, Hu.."'1t svi l le , Bedias , a nd 
v-.'averly . J ohnston was p8.rticularly lnterested in 
associ a tion a nd c onv ention work . For many years h e 
s erved on t he ex ecutive bo ard of Union Associ a tion, 
a s a truste e of Bayl or FE:mn.le College , as a merr..be r of 
the executive b o a rd of the Sunday School Convention , 
and as a membe r of the bo ard of directors. of t he 
Bapt i st St a t e Convent ion of Tex.as . From·· 1878 t o 1881 
h e was b usiness manager of the Texa~ Bapt ist Herald . 
Link , Texa s Historica l and Biographica l Magazin e , 
I, 206 - 209 . 
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Law, Francis Marion came to Texa s from South Carolina in 
1859 , He was educ a t e d as a physician but b ega n to 
pre a ch at t went y-six years of age . Law was described 
as a f a ithful gospel pre ache r and a soli c itous p a stor. 
He was president of t he b oard of trustees of Baylor 
College for a numbe r of ye a rs and was one of the men 
most helpful in giving reli g ious instruction to the 
Negroes in Texas . Elliot (ed .), Cent ennial Story of 
Texa s Baptists, 97 , and as cited in Ca rroll , Texas
Bant ists , 928 . 

Link, J . B . was sent to Texas in 1865 a s a missionary b y 
the Southe rn Baptist Board of Dome stic Missions . He 
es t ablished a denomina tiona l n ew spa per c a l led the 
Texa s Ba ntist Herald . La ter he h a d two volume s of hi s 
Texa s Historic a l and Bio g r aphical Magaz ine publishe d. 
These vol ume s record biogr2.phi cal sketches of ec:.rl y 
Texa s Baptists and the h i stories of the e a rly churches 
and associ a tion s in Texas . Elliot (ed . ) , Cent ennia l 
Story of Texas , 365 , 

Morrell, Z . N. c a~e to Texa s in 1836 . In 1837 he organize d 
t he first Miss ionary Baptist church in Texa s at Old 
Wa shington . The story of his l ife in Texas is recorded 
i n his book, Flowe~s and Fruits fron the Wilde rness . 
He was an out standingfrontie:,:-, preacher who fough t 
Indians and Eexicans and organized a grea t numbe r of 
churches and associ a tions . Cox (ed . ), Enc ycloped i a 
of Southern Bapti st s , II , 925 , and Carroll , Texas 
Ba nti sts , 86 , and. as ci ted in Elliot (ed .) , Center.nial 
story of Texas Bantists , 25 . 

Norrill , D . B . c ame t o Texas fr om New Yor k when a b oy . He 
ente r ed Baylor University as a st~d ent about 1848 . 
In 1859 he was the General Agent and Miss ionary for 
the 2ast Texa s Baptist Conve ntion and corresponding 
e d i tor of The Texa s Bantist . He devot ed much of his 
l ife t o evangelistic meet in 0 s and pioneer ~ is s i ons . 
Morri l l r iva led Z . N. ~orrell i n orgGniz ing churche s 
and winning souls . Elliot ( ed .), Centenn i a l Story of 
Texa s Bantists , 83 - 84 . 

O1Bryan , S . G. was a g r aduate of Wake Forest College . He 
c ame to Texa s about 1851 as professor of mathema ti cs 



at Baylor Universiiy and as pastor of the chu!'ch 
at Independence . Later he went to Wa co where he 
pastored the First Baptist Church end orgJnized a 
school for bo ys which eventu~lly became Wac o Uni
versity. Elliot (ed.), Cent enni al Story of Texas 
Baptists, 144, and 156-157, 

Perry, A.G. served in the Texas Revolution and was a 
delegate to t he general Council or Consultation in 
1835. Eis n ame appears frequently in early Bgptist 
records. Carroll, Texas Baptists, 72. 
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Pilgrim, J. T. was born in Connecticut and educated at 
Hamilton College . He c ame to Austin's colony in 
1828 as a young school teacher. He was employed to 
translate Spanish laws for Stephen F. Austin. In 
1829 PilgrL~ organized t he first Sunday school in 
Texas at San Felipe . The school was brought to the 
att ention of t he '1exic a.n authorities, who promptly 
suppressed it. Pilgrim s ettled in Gonzales in 1839, 
whe re he engaged in b an;{ing , far1;-iing , and t eachin.'.5 
until his death in 1877, Elliot ( ed .), Centennial 
Story of Tex as Bant ists, 20-21, 128 , 309, and 370. 

Re ed, Is aac csme to Texa s fr om Tenn e3 s ee in 1834 . He 
was a le ade r among the Baptists in west Tenness e e 
and was evangel ist i c and mis s ionar y minded . East 
Tex as r ecords sho•.·1 thst he ovmed 7,000 acres of l and 
end nurrLerous slaves . He preached &nd t aught school 
in one of the fir s t combined meeting and s chool houses , 
other t han Cstholic, i n TexRs . Re ed organized s eve r al 
churche s in east Texas . He was a su cc e s sful preache r 
and soul - v:inner . Elliot ( ed .), Centenn ie.l Story of 
Texas Bantists , 81 , and as c ited in Carroll, Texas 
Bantists , 119-1 22 . 

Reinhardt , J erry J . of Nav asota was among t he first con
vert s in Texas during slavery d ~ys . He could r ec all 
when h e and t he other men sat with t he ir backs to 
t he pre&cher and t heir rifl es in h and to protect 
t h emse lves from t he Indians during worshi p s ervic e s. 
Reinhardt was admitted to Old Baylor Univers ity at 
Washingto~ . He compl eted t he arts course- end would 
h ~ve r eceived a de gree h ed he not been a sl ave. He 
was an outstanding s tudent of Gre ek end Latin. In 
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1882 Jerry Ri enhardt was the o ldes t Negro Ba ptis t 
pasto r l iving in Texas. Theo dore S . Boone , A Socia l 
History of Ne5ro Bantists , 82 , and as c ited in Jo r dan , 
Negro Ba ntist History Q.~ .~ - 1750-1930 , 14 . 

Seale , Richard was born a bou t 1798 in a sla ve pen in 
Virginia . In 1835 h e wa s b ought by Joshua Seale , 
When Se a le obta ined a tutor for his children , Ri chard 
aske d if he might le a rn t o r ead and write . Sea l e gave 
him pe rmiss ion t o le a rn provided he did n o t n egle c t his 
work in t he fi eld . After he learned to read he s ta r ted 
p r eaching to t h e slaves . ~fue n t he Seales moved to 
Texa~ Richa rd was ove r seE r of their slaves . He was 
k:no ;,.m as 11 Uncle Dick" to b oth t he white s and Negroes . 
Of t en he was c a lled to t he deathbed of whites a nd 
Negroe s to rE ad from the Bible and pra y . Aft e r t he 
Civil Wa r Uncle Dick continue d t o work f or t he Seales . 
He p a store d Dixie Baptist Church until his de a t h in 
1875 . He wa s buried b es ide Joshua Sea le . ',iilli am 
Seale, Te xa s Riverman--The Life and Times of Canta in 
_An_d_r_·e_,-~ _S_n_;;_j;h , 105- 106, and as cited in 11 History of 
the Dixie Ba ptis t Churc h , 11 The J asper Fre e Ent e rpris e , 
Ja1:uar y 19 , 1967, and as c ited i n 11Dixie Baptist 
Filled for Dedicat ion Rites , '1 The J asuer_ pew~ Boy , 
J anuary 19, 1967 . 

Smith, Na rti.n V. was b orn i n South Ca rolina in 1838 . He 
was educ a t e d in Texas . Smi t h was orda ined to the 
:r.1inistr;r whe n t we nty-one ye ars of a ge &n d h a d succ ess 
f ul p a st o r a tes at Belton , Anders on , Brenham and 
Ch app e ll Hill . He serve d a s a missionary to t h e Con
f edera t e soldie r s during the Civil Wa r . Smi t h wo r ked 
c ontinuously for t h e Ba pti s t c a u s e in Texa s . He 
serv e d on n u.:~e rou s committ ee ~ and his bus iness couns e l 
was oft en s o ught . It wa s in t h e horne of M. V. Smith 
t h a t He rre ll wrot e hj_s boo k , Floi-;ers a nd Fruits fro m 
t h e 1-, ilde r n e ss . Ju s t prior to his dea th h e and J . B . 
Cranfill b ought The Wes t e rn Ba ntis t a nd c h a n ge d the 
n a::ne to The Tex a s Ba nt is t St a n da r d . Elliot ( ed .), 
Centenn i ~ Story of Texa s Ba ntists , 31.i, J.0 0 , and 461 , 
and as ci t e d in Ca rrofr-;-Texas Bapt i s ts , 461 , 472 , 
539 , 608 , 642 , 650 , 686, a nd 909- 911 . 
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Spe ight , Jos eph W. settled in Wa co in 1853. He was 
converted in 1857 and united with the First Baptist 
Church in Wa co. Speight .was president of the first 
board of trust ee s of Wa co Universit y and one of the 
men who worked for the me rge r of Wa co and Baylor 
Universities. 1tlhen this merger occ urred Speight 
donated his beautiful h omes ite in Wa co as the perma
nent home of Baylor University . Elliot (ed.), 
Centennia l Story of Texa s o antists, 256-257. 

Stribling , J. H. c ame to Tex as from Alabana about 1841. At 
t he age of t wenty- one he wa s b a ptized by W. M. Tryon 
and wa s licensed to preach soon after his baptism. 
Stribling was the first ministerial student to study 
at Baylor University . He was one of the few early Bap
tist preache rs whose only support was his ministry . 
Carroll, Texas Ba ntist s , 719-721, and as cited in 
Elliot (ed.l--;-c entennial Story of Texa s Ba ntists, 93. 

Taliaferro , R . H. was born in Kentucky in 1824. He was 
educ at2d at Granvi lle College in Ohio, and at Wes tern 
Baptist The ologic a l Institut e i n Kentucky . Talia
ferro c ame to Texa s in 1847, w:der t he appointment of 
the Ameri c an Baptist Home Ni ssion Society . He 
organized the First Baptist Church, Austin, and 
Pa stored t he church a t Ga lves t on . Elliot (ed.), 
Centennia l Story of Texas ~antists , 34-35, and 98- 99 . 

Tryon, William Nil ton wa s b orn in Ne,-r Yo1~k City in 1809 . 
He gradua t ed from Me r cer and in 1841 wa s ~ent to Tex a s 
b y the American Baptist Ho:ne Mi s s ion Society . Try on 
assis ted Baylor and Huckins in drafting t he char ter 
for Baylor Universit y , served as chapl a in for the 
Texa s Congress , p as torsd and organi zed nume r ous 
churches , l ed i n t he organizat i on of the Texas Baptist 
Educ a tion Socie t y , a nd was r ecognized a s the out
standing l eade r of T exas Bapt ists ~hen h e died in 1847 . 
Cox ( ed .), Enc yc l opedia of Southern Bant i sts , II, 
1431 , and as ci ted in Elliot ( ed .), Centennia l Story 
of Texas Baptists , 30-31 . 
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