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P; r nose 

It was the purpose of this study t o r ecord i nformation 

concer ning the publ ic reaction of the American people to the 

7 rench evolution . Special consideration has been given t o 

( 11) the pre - revolutionary period of Franco- Amer i can r elat ions; 

( 2) the att i tudes of pro inent contempora r y Americans; (3) the 

influence of the Fr ench Revolution upon the polit ical and 

social aspects o merican l i fe; (4 ) t he effects of the Reva-

lution upon the formation of nerican fore i gn policy ; and 

( 5) the later r eactions of the American pe opl e t m•rar d t he 

French evolutiono 

•:e thod,s 

The principal Tiet· od used to obta~D data for this 

study consisted o~ an exa~ination o· books, diaries and 

writings, and periodicals.. Some of the auti:"-iors whose books 

were used were Jo m Bach ":d' as toi', Howard LUJ:1ford Jones, Louis 

:,:art in Sears , Lewis Rosenthal, John c. Eiller, A:i_exander 

De Conde, Esther E. BrO\·m, Joseph I. Shulim, and Charles Downer 

Hazeno SoJe diaries and writings that were used were those 

of John ::o..y, ~ufus (ing, Gouverneur Morris, •lillia::i Sullivan, 

T i... f, • d m. T .r:>f 
~01m naams, an ~-omas ue~ ersono Several articles from the 

.A,,,py,i ~ar Iii stori.cal Revj.Q:£ were used in this study . 



1. The pre - revolutionary relations of America and 

France laycd a signiiicant role in determining the policies 

~allowed by both countries in regard to each other in later 

years . 

2. Prominent crican lenders aided in the develop -

ment of American public reaction to the French Revolutiono 

3. The French Revolution was possibly the gr eatest 

single factor responsible for the formation of poli ti ca l 

parties. 

4. Te Frenc~ Revolution acted as a vital issue in 

determining the course of 0nited States foreign policy. 

5. The French Revolution, for a time, completely 

altered the daily lives of Ame~ica~s, causing them to 

i .itate French fashion, manner o speaking, and social 

habits. 

6. During the ear-y years of the French ~evolution 

the influence of France could be clearly evinced from the 

literature read , the plays attended and the topics of con

versation mo~t frequently discussed. 

7. The opinions of Americans in regard to the French 

Revolution ·were constantly changing due to event in France, 

Europe, and America . 

8. The neHly established republic of the United States 

, .. ,as able to cope successfully 1;-,i th the complication presented 



by the French Bevolution. 
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CHAPTER I 

I NTRODU CTION 

The French Revol u t i on was probably the most influen

tia l r evolut ion of the modern era. · It brought about profound 

changes in the social and political climate of France, by 

breaking dmm the oppressing institutions of the old r egime 

and by paving the way for 11 democracy 11 in Fr ance . This revo

lution was o such magnitude that it could not be contained 

within the boundaries of the French nation, thus spreading 

its influence all over Europe and eventually the world . An 

abundance of material has been written on virtually every 

aspect of the rench Revolution including its impact on 

Europe . However , a sur pri singly small amount of r esearch 

has been completed on the A~eri can reaction to the French 

Revolution. 

The general objectives of this study will be to deter

mine the impact of the Fr ench Revolution upon certain as 

pe cts of Ameri can life , such as the political atmosphere, 

the social activities, the cultural developments and the 

mode of living as revealed by the American public . In more 

specific terms , five objectives will be emphasized in thi s 

study . The ~irst objective will attempt to examine the inter 

acting for ce s between France and America as they existed in 

the pre- revolutionary period and to determine how those 

r esulted in events which later transpired between t he two 



2 

countries . A second objec tive of this study will be to show 

the first r eaction of the public to the French Revolution and 

to observe how the reaction of l eading Americans influenced 

publi c opinion. A third objective will be to examine t he 

tremendous influence t hat the Revolution exerted upon both 

the domestic and f oreign policies of American government. 

The fourth objective will be to show the influence of the 

Revolution upon the daily lives of the Ameri can people , in 

terms of dres s , s peech and social habit s . The li terature the 

people r ead , t he plays they attended and the topics t hey dis 

cussed were colored by the events of the French Revolution . 

The fifth and final obj e ctive will be to examine the later 

events of t he evolution and thei r effect on American public 

opinion. 

In studying t he American r ea ction to t he French Revo 

lution certain factors must be taken into considera tion. 

First of all, the time element must be noted . It was i mp os 

sible f or the me rican people to know quickly of t he events 

which occurred in France or in other parts of Europe . Due 

to t he primitive means of transportation and communication, 

sometimes the American public woul d not be informed of i mpor 

tant events in France until after two to three months had 

elapsed . News of several events mi ght be received by t he 

American public at the same time , making it difficult to 

i dent ify individual react ions to separate events . 

Secondly , in studying the American rea ction to the 
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Revolution , the public in general is used as the basis . 

Unless specific individuals or specifi c groups are indicated , 

the wor d 11American" r efers to the people of the United States 

in general and their attitudes are spoken of as a whole. 

Since all authorities do not agree on the exact dates 

of the French Revolution , fo r the purpos e s of this study , the 

Revolution will be dated from the calling of the Assembly of 

:Notables in 1787 down to the end of the Director y in 1799 . 

This work will be confined to a study of American public 

r eaction to various phases of the French Revolution. No 

attempt will be made to di scuss fully the Fr ench Revolution. 

The topic, Ameri can reac tion to the French Revolu tio:i.1, 

is mentioned in many general Ameri can history books, but the 

cover age is severely limited . John Bach McMaster, the author 

of several volumes of Ameri can history, seems to devote more 

s pace to the effects of the French Revolution on the American 

public than do most modern 1.vri ters of survey histories . 

Lewis Rosenthal contribute s a great deal to the present study 

by his work on the Fr ench reaction to the American Revolution . 

John C. Miller and Alexander DeConde both have excellent 

accounts of early American government in the field of foreign 

affairs and domesti c affairs . Early writings such as diaries 

or letters which have been compiled were of invaluable use . 

Some of these are as follows : William Jay I s The Life of Joh'• 

J av : With Se1 ectj ons Frn:n fu Correspondence And Mj s ee] J n ,..,_,,.._,1 s 

Paners ; Charles King ' s The Life .and Corre spondence o:f' R11fn s 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY FRANCO - .AJ'-iERICAN RELATIONS 

The s eventeenth and eighteenth centuries were a tur 

bulent period for Europe and Ameri ca . In t he s eventeenth 

century the continent of Euro pe wa s the battleground for 

r ising nation- state s with religion being the major s ource 

of confli ct . In the eighteenth century European rivalries, 

no longer confined to the continent, extended to t he 

Americas . Trade , desire for colonies, and the ambitions of 

monarchs replaced re l i gion as the most important issue in 

i nternational affairs. The wars which occurr ed during this 

era served to alienate neighboring countries, whi ch was par

ticularly true in the ca se of England and France . Rival 

poli t ical and economic forces tended to make these two 

nations per petual enemies . During the first half of the 

eighteenth centur y the already existing animosity between 

England and France was intensified over competitive col onial 

claims in five regions of the world : India, Canada , the 

Mi ssis sippi valley , the We st Indie s and Afri ca, and came to 

a cri sis over North American interests . This was a recently 

settled land with promi ses of rich r esources and of lucrative 

trade possibilities . 1 

Several conflicts between England and France occurred 

1Walter T. Wallbank , Alastair M. Taylor, Civj lizatjop 
E.a.tl .a.llil Present , p . 277 . 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY FRANCO - AHERICAN RELATIONS 

The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were a tur 

bulent period for Europe and Ame rica . In the seventeenth 

century the continent of Europe was the battlegr ound for 

rising nation- states with religion being the major source 

of conflic t . In the eight eenth century European rivalri es , 

no longer confined to the continent , extended to the 

Americas . Trade , desire for colonies , and the ambitions of 

monarchs replaced rel i gion as the most important issue in 

international affairs . The wars uhich occurred during t his 

era served to alienate neighbor ing countri es , which was par 

ticularly true in t he case of England and France . Rival 

pol i tical and economic forces t ended t o make these two 

nations perpetual enemi es . During the first half of the 

eight eenth century t he already existing animosity between 

En6land and France was intens i fied over compe titive colonial 

claims in five r egions of t he world : I ndia, Canada, the 

Mississippi valley, the We st I ndie s and Afr ica, and came to 

a crisis over North American interests . This was a recently 

settled land with promises of rich r esources and of lucrative 

trade possibilities .1 

Several conflicts between England and France occurred 

.. 
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Eruii and Present , p . 277 . 



After the end of the Seven Year ' s War, the English 

wer e left with a tremendous debt, as well as the continuing 

task of maintaining a force of British regulars in America 

i' 

to prevent Indian uprisings . Therefore, r easoned the British , 

it was only fair t hat the English colonist s should share the 

cos t . The English colonist s who thought the tax imposed on 

them unfair , created the slogan "No taxation without repre

sentation" . However , the Bri t ish colonial taxation policy 

, .. .ras not the only factor vhi ch led t o dissension between the 

Engli sh colonists and the British government . Other acts, 

such as the Sta:np Act , the Quartering Ac t , the Declaratory 

Act, and the Towns~cnd Acts were passed by the British 

gover nment with the aim of sub ' e cting the English colonists 

to their will . Consequently , these acts along with other 

intolerable conditions imposed on the colonists by the Engl ish , 

culminated in the American Revolution. 4 

When the French r e ceived the news of the skirmishe s 

at Lexin ton and Concord , they reacted with joyful emotions . 

The Fr e!lchmen, who disl iked the English , prophesied tha t a 

war ·would r esult fro:n the colonial demand for independence 

from British r ule . The Amer can Revolution be came a general 

topic of conversation in France , espe cially among the nhilo

souhes , the young nobility , and the citizens of Paris who 

4Wallbank , Civjliwtion E.atl £1.Ud Present , p . 292. 
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generally sympathized with the rebels a cross the sea.5' The 

newspapers carr ied only s cattered a ccount s of the event s of 

the American Revolution, be cause the press had to have royal 

consent for publication and the king did not approve of 

colonial r ebell i ons . 

Certain officials in the French govern~ent, such as 

Count Vergennes , the French Foreign Minister , wanted to 

assist the colonist s in their struggle fo r independence, as 

an opportunity to gain r evenge fo r the harsh terms the 

Bri ti sh had i mpos ed on them after the Seven Year's War. 

On :Harch 1, 1776 , Count Vergenne s wrote t o the Fore i gn 

Minister of Spain , Grimaldi, and as ted if he would be willing 

to direct his country ' s policies so that both the French 

and the Spanish could assis t the American col onists in their 

struggle against the British. The Spanish who also had 

. many grievances against England , were willing t o aid the 

r ebellious coloni sts . This aid was given t o the coloni sts 

under the pretense of a business venture admini stered by a 

secret agent , Caron de Beaumar chais . Charle s III of Spain 

made a similar arrangement with the colonists and from the se 

sources the American armie s received most of their war ma te 

rials throughout the first years of fighting . 6 

pp . 

News of t he Declaration of Independence caused 

JLewis Rosenthal , America .and France The Influence Qf. 
Un:i tecl States QI1 Fr~rnce in the XVII I th Centurv , pp . 16- 17 . 

6Richard B. Morris , En r;y0. lonen · a of Arnerjcan History, 
90- 91. 
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widespread enthusiasm among the liter ate Fre~ch people . The 

French publi c eagerly followed the bat tl e s of the Ameri can 

Revolution and steadily increased thei r admi ra tion f or the 

colonist's struggle . The French people in general wanted 

to help the colonists of the New World in their fight for 

reedom . Many French soldiers enlisted enthusiastically 

in an expeditionary for ce to a i d American r ebe l s. 7 

Lafayette was one of the more no table Frenchmen who 

went to Ame r i ca . Hi s reception in Charleston , unlike t he 

reception of many other French volunteers, whose mot ive s 

were r egarded with suspicion, was a most hospi table one . 

Lafayette , himself says in a letter of June 19 , 1777, t hat 

he was overwhelmed by the poli tenes s and attention that wa s 

given hi~ on his arrival at Charle ston. 

At fir st the members of the Continental Congres s were 

not very i mpre ssed with Lafaye tte . They thought that he was 

just another troublesome a dventurer . Howeve r, he surpris ed 

them by saying tha t he would voluntee r t o serve them in any 

capacity and that he would pay his own expense s . By a 

Congr essional resolution of July 31, 1777 , Lafayet te wa s 

given the rarL"k of maj or - general . He · be came known as " t he 

l-larquis" , and Americans thought of him a s the per fe ct or 

ideal type of Fr enchman. Hi s charm and populari ty influenced 

many Americans who knew of him or who had heard of him , to 

7Roscnthal , A~er i ca illJ.d. Fra nce , p . 55. 
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favor the Franco - American Alliance when it was formed . 8 

Paris was the soul of France and it had shmm its sup

port for the r ebel s in the New World . The provinces naturally 

followed the example of Paris. The commercia l ports of 

Bordeau.,-x: , Marseilles, Lyons , and Nantes were among the 

earliest part i sans of Ameri can independence. They longed 

for f r ee trade with Ame r i ca. 9 

Benj amin Franklin, who was the Ameri can Ministe r to 

France , ac ted as a favorable influence i n obtaining French 

support for the colonis ts . Franklin was idolized by the 

majori t y of the French people who felt that he personified 

the i deal Ameri can~ Even E~~und Burke, an English critic 

of the French Revolution , said that Franklin ' s meeting with 

Voltaire at the Academy of Sciences was said to be a symbol 

of the friendship of the two countries . 10 

Rosenthal states that Louis XVI was hesitant about 

giving the American rebels open suppor t . He t hought t ha t 

if he de clared war on England and won , this would enhance 

the pr estige of Fr ance, but on the othe r hand , t hi s a c t woul d 

make him , Louis XVI, the ally of the American colonists who 

were r ebelling a gainst t heir lawful sovereign . He thought 

pe rhaps he had one too fa r already in sending a i d secretly 

to the insurgents ; this might prepare the way for a revolution 

8Jones , America El1d ·French Culture, p . 51 8. 

9Rosenthal, America .sr.u France , p . 61. 

1 Oibj a. , p . 32 . 



in France. After all the legislators of .!herica had said 

that they were the dis ciples of the French nhilosophes , who 

criticized royal rule, nnd now they were putt ing those 

theories into a ction. 11 

11 

These thoughts created a dilemma for Louis XVI causing 

him to turn to his two top advisers ; one a diplomat , the 

other an econo:r.1ist . Vergennes , the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs , favored French participation in the American Revo 

lution. Turgot , the economist, warned the King against 

helping the colonis ts because he thought it would lead the 

French nat ion into bankrupt cy and on to other ·~err i ble con

sequences . Since the Kin had so~e understanding of diplomacy 

and practically none o econo1:1ics , t he diplomat triumphed 

and Fr ench aid insured the success of the American Revolution.12 

Edwin s. Corwin and other authors such as Alexander 

DeConde and George Bencroft agree that without French aid 

the American Revolution would have ended without having 

achieved the main obj ective of the English colonists, inde 

pendence . Corwin asserts that French aid to the colonist s 

presents a paradox : 

••• the oldest and most despoti c monarchy of 
Europe making cormnon cause wi t h r ebels a gainst 
a sister monar chy ; a government on the verge of 
bankruptcy deliberately inviting a war that, to 
all appearances certainly , it might have easily 

11 Ib~ o ~ ~ p . 48 . 

12Louis Martin Sears, GeorP'e Wa shin rr ton ~~French 
Reyolutjon , p . 10. 
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avoided ! Ignorance of the risks involved might 
conceivably afford a partial explanat ion of the 
course taken by the French goverrnnent in the 
years 1776 and 1783 , but in fa c t the explanation 
is little available .1 3 

Corwin, who analyses several possible explanations f or 

French aid to the rebellious colonist s, begins his discussion 

by r eviewing the reasoning of Vergenne s, which s eems contra

di c tory . In 1776 he proposed v.'ar with the Bri tish on the 

assumption that regardless of the out come of the American 

Revolution , the B_itish would attack the French West Indies. 

Later Ver ge~Jles states that the French West Indies would be 

of slig __ t temptation to the British since they already had 

territory in that areae 14 

Rosenthal clai~s that Ver genne s had always exhibited 

deep antipathy towards the British and he was wi lling to do 

anything to break their po'.•!er, even to risk bankruptcy . 1 5 

Corwin dis cusses the reasons for French aid to the 

Ameri can r ebel s in terms of aggress ive motives such as the 

desi r e fo r terri tory or the desire fo r trade . Frederick 

Jackson Turner's expl anation that the French motive in aiding 

the insurgents was a desire to regain their former colonies 

of Canada and Louisiana is not a ccepted by Corwin be cause he 

. · · · ·13Edi;-rin ·s. Corwin, rrThe Fr ench Objective in the Ameri
can Revolution", The American Historical Review, Volume XXI, 
Oc t ober, 1915 , p . 33 . 

141..J:2.id., pp . 34- 36 . 

15Rosenthal, A~erica E..12.d France , p . 21 . 
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British defeat in the Battle of Sarato ga , to t he effec t 

that the British vere ready to offer the r ebell i ous colonists 

generous peace terms . The se conces sions would ally the 

colonist 1-:i th the British and align them against t he Fr ench. 

Reports of t his r..ature worried Vergen.ries , who was afraid 

that t he French would l ose their chance for revenge and 

profit . 19 

Regardless of the exact motives, the Fr ench aided the 

colonis ts in 1,;inning t heir fi ght _or independence against 

the British & Although t he ir motives wer e que s tioned by 

many indivic.ua.ls, still the general American publi c was 

grateful for French aid . 20 

Charles Downer Hazen prove s that even later on when 

the Federalists contended that t he French had helped the 

colonists f or t he i r own purposes, most Ameri cans rej e cted 

this conservative vie1-:point . Therefo re, char ges against the 

motives of our French Allies never made much of an i mpres

sion on A~erican publi c opinion. 21 

On February 6, 1778 , a t r eaty of Amity and Commer ce 

wa s drawn up between the former British colonists and the 

French . Franco- American relations formally began with the 

signing of this treaty , the first official r e cognition that 

. ·19.lb.1.d~~ pp . 535- 536 . 
20.AJ..e;andcr DeConde , Ent anglip~ Alliance Politics~ 

Dj nlomacy unrl e~ Geor~e Washi n°ton , p . 5. 
21 Charl e s Downer F-azen1 Contern,porary Amerj can Opinion 

QJ:.. the Fre:r,ch Revolut i on, p . ~91 . 



the Continental Congress had re ceived from a major power. 

By the ter ms of this treaty , both countrie s granted each 

15 

other most - favored nation privi l eges and other liberal t rading 

concessions . 

The second treaty wi t h France wa s one of all i ance . 

If a war should break out between the Fr ench and the English 

as a result of this treaty , the defensive alliance provided 

that the Fr ench and Americnns would fight t oge the r unt i l 

American independence was won. The French gua r anteed 

American i ndependence and territory f orever , and in re t urn 

the A~ericans promised to guarantee the Fr ench posses s i ons 

in A_erica against all powers foreve r . 22 Ne i ther the Fr ench 

no r the Americans were to conclude a t r uce or pea ce without 

the others consent . 

The t r eaty also involved reciprocal t r ade agr eemen t s 

which proved so i rr itating to the Bri t ish , tha t as s oon a s 

t his t r eaty was signed , they r e called t hei r amba ssa dor f rom 

Paris and began captur in Fr ench me r chantmen. Thus, Jone s 

r emar ks, the immediate r esult of this alliance was a war 

between the Fr ench and the Briti sh and a s econdar y r e sult 

wa s that the Americans exper ien~ed a deepening hatr ed f or 

the Brit i sh , and closer relations with the Fr ench . 23 

The fi ghti ng of the American Revolut i on was ended by 

the Battle of Yorkt own but t r eat ies wer e no t s igned until 

22De ConQe , Entanoling All i ance , p . 5. 
23Jones , America £.llii French Culture , p . 520 . 
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1782 and 1783 . The Ameri cans had won their i ndependence 

and the French had avenged the humil i a ting t r ea ty of 1763. 

The enthusiasm felt by the French people f or the Ame r i can 's 

experiment in self - government gradually increased and 

eventually led to imitation. 24 

After the fighting was over the Bri tish tried to break 

up the close relationshi p between the French and the Americans · 

by granting generous terms to the new nation in the Treaty 

of Paris signed on September 3, 1783 . They t hought t hat 

where Engli sh force had faile d , perhaps English diplomacy 

cou_d succeed . 25 

Regardless of the treaty of al liance wi t h the French 

and in possible violation of it, the Ameri cans had ne gotiated 

the treaty with the British without French supervision . The 

French overn~ent did not approve of this pro cedure because 

the French leaders felt that the Ameri can leaders were 

br eaking the terms of the Franco- Ame r i can Alliance . 26 Other 

terms of this treaty brought into que stion t he integrity of 

the Americans in r elation to fulfill ing t hei r trea t y obliga 

tions to France . 

Soon after the American Revolution , the French ran 

into domesti c t r oubles . Langer wr ites t ha t the spirit of the 

eighteenth century, in France , as well a s in other parts of 

21.i._ . 
'Hosenthal , America .illJ.Q. Fr ance, p . 97. 

25DeConde , Ente ncrJi nP Alliance , p . 9. 
26Ibid ., p . 9. 



Europe , was devoted t o the reformation of exis t ing insti 

tutions such as the Church and the State . The machinery of 

the gover:nment of France was ineffic ient, obsolete, and 

unsuited to the needs of the state . The Fr ench prole t ariat 

became aware of the fact that they carried t he bur den of 

heavy taxation while the nobles and cler gy were exemp t from 

t_is duty . The r ising middle clas s in France who r ead and 

listened to the uhilo onhes , began to reali ze the evi ls of 

17 

the old regim~ . The factor that demanded the immedi ate atten

tion o the French people was the inabil i t y of the govern

ment to cope wi ti1. t _ e threat of national ban.1.u uptcy. 27 

At the same time that the Cons ti tut ional Convention 

was asse~blin in Philadelphia to write a new cons t itution, 

the King of France was callin together the As sembl y of 

Notables to support his proposed financial program. The 

French Assembly which consi s ted of the pr incipal nobles, 

clergy , magistrates, and officials , was unable to suggest 

any definite solutions to ~itigate the fi nancial crisis which 

had been partially precipi tated by Fr ench a i d to the Americans . 

The }otables proposed that the King call a meeting of t he 

Estates Gener al , that is , a representative group from the 

three great estates or classes - the clergy, nobles and commons , 

whi ch had not been assembled since 1614. 28 

27villiam L. Lan er , ~ Encycl ouedi a .Q.f World History 
Ancient, •1ediey .1 , .a,nd lfor1ern, ChronologicaJ l y Arraneed , 
PP • 578- 579 . 

28Edwar d Raymond Turner , EJrope S nee 11.fl9., p . 44. 



Esther E. Brown finds it odd that the French Revo

lution was such a surprise to the Americans . An abundance 

of naterial had been written about t he terrible conditions 
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in France, the dissatisfaction of the intel le ctuals , the 

misery of the masses and the de cay of the old r egime . Still 

Americans at home and abroad did no t , for the mo st part, seem 

to se~se the coming of this great upheava1 . 29 

Several Americans , such as Benjamin Franklin , Thomas 

Jeffe r son , John Adams , and Arthur Young were in Europe prior 

to the outbr eak of the French Revolution and did not r ealize 

that a revolution was eminent . Benj amin Fran.."klin , the Ameri

can ML_ister of France in the years immediately preceding 

the Revolution , according t o both Sears and Hazen, left no 

hint in hi s papers whatsoever which i ndicated that he knew 

or even suspected the coming of a revolut i on in France .30 

. Alfred Owen Aldridge, in his book on Franklin , introduces 

certain authorities who state that Fr anklin predicted the 

Fr ench nevolution ; but he questions the accura cy of their 

informat ion. 31 

In 1785 , Thomas Jefferson suc ceeded Franklin as the 

Ameri can Minister to France . Jefferson, a keen political 

29Esther E. Brown, The Fr ench Revolution §Jld the 
A~erican Han Qt: Let~ers , p . 63 . 

30sears , Geo-r ge Washin!='ton , p . 12, and Hazen , Contern
porery Americpn Ontnion , p . 2 . 

31Alfred Owen Aldridge , Franl<;:1in arul ~ French Contem
nora r ies , p . 79 . 
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observer, did not sense the coming of the French Revolution 

durin his stay in France. John Adams was in Europe in 1788 

and did not r ealize or expe ct that the King of France would 

soon be overthrow'11. 32 

Another traveler in Europe in 1788 was Arthur Young, 

a noted Ameri can agronomist. Ac co rding to Rosenthal , Young 

wrote that the American Revol tion had laid a firm foundation 

for another revolution, perhaps one in France, but even at 

that , Young did not think t his r evolution would occur for 

several de cade s. 33 

As the French Revolution began, A~ericans became 

emotionally involved over i t s principles and causes. Why 

did the masses in the United States show such overwhelming 

support f or a revolution in another country? Why did dis 

tinguished public is ts engage in such philosophical arguments 

. over the affairs of a foreign nation? Several explanations 

will be of fer ed to the foregoing que stions in t he following 

chapters . 

32Brown, The French Revolution , p . 63 . 
33Rosenthal , Ameri ca .ill1d France, p . 155. 



CW\PTER III 

INITIAL REACTION OF NOTABLE AMERI CANS 

ear the end of the eighteenth century, the French 

a nd the Amer icans tremendously influenced each other . The 

Americans utilized t he philosophy and the military aid of 

the French . The Americans gave the Fr ench t he i dea of 

r evolution and served as their symbol of success . The 

French longed for the liberty, equal ity and self- government 

which Americans enjoyed o Therefore , these two nations were 

very interested in one another . Rosenthal, in America E.llil 

Fr i=mce, shows how the Fr ench were influenced by American 

thought and experience . 1 

In the French Assembly in Augus t , 1789 , Viscount de 

I{oailles moved that the French foll ow the course of America 

in their fight for f r eedom. He sa i d the French Revolution 

began ·when Lafayette and the other French soldiers joined 

t he Americans in their struggle fo r liberty. De Noaille s 

said , "The valiant hands that served to break a tyrannic 

chain were not made to bear one a long time themselve s. 112 

Shulim writes, "The American Revolution was considered 

by many as t he mother of the Fr ench Revolution. Admi ration 

Seen 
po:r"t, 

1 Charles Downer Hazen, 1"The French Revolution as 
by the Ameri cans of the Ei ghteenth Century 0

, Annual 
American His t orical Assoc iation , Vol . XXII , 1916, 

2Rosenthal , AMerica fillli France , p . 182. 
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of one ' s offspr ing was inevitable . 11 3 

As the French Revolution began , t he reaction of t he 

American publi c ,-.ras characterized by an unrestrained warmt h 

for the pr inciples of the Revolution. As J one s r eports : 

The news was hailed with express ions of ardent 
enthusiasm lively sympathy , broken only here 
and there, in widely isolated cases , by4some 
subdued utterance of distrust or doubt . 

rLost authors agree that Americans in gener al rej oiced over 

the comin revolution in France . Brown asser t s: 

For the irst time, the peonle of t he United 
States seemed to become aware of t he ueople 
of France. Americans who had been f ond of 
prophesying that their count ry would light the 
whole world to freedom exulted in the speed
and felt pride in the i nfl ence which Amer i can 
institutio~s ~ere exert ing on the formati on 
of a new government in Fra_1ce . Reports f rom 
France m ltiplied in the Ameri can newspapers . 
The taking of the Bastille beca~e a favorite 
subject for articles and poems . ? 

The French Revolution became a major topic of conver sat i on 

in s tate papers , messages and proclamations of the Governors . 

Even the cor:J..~o n people enjoyed discus sing the Fr ench Revo 

l ution . 

So general was Ameri can enthu s iasm for the Fr ench 

Revolution that even Timothy Dwight, President of Yale 

Univer sity, who later be came a harsh critic of the Revolution, 

was a2I1ong those who at first felt that the Fr ench Revolution 

3J os eph ·I. Shul im , The Old Dominion .arul Napoleon 
Bonaparte A Study in A"l.ericari, Oninion, p. 47. 

4Jones , A~erica and French Culture , p . 531. 

5Bro,m , The French Revolution, p . 72. 
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\·:as a glorious movement . Dwight r easoned that America had 

just passed throug_ a r evolution, whi ch achieved indepen

dence ; therefore , it was natural fo r Americans to sympathize 

with those \·ho had the same important objectives . Dwight 

wrote the following : 

The minds of the Americans anticiuated with a 
rapturous enthus iasm the emancipation of twenty
five mill ions of the ir fellow- men from ghe 
thra_dom of despotism and superstition. 

Philip Frencau, a journalist supported by J efferson , 

published a pro - French newspaper, the National Gazette . 

In 1790 he greeted 11 The Pro spect of A Revolut ion in Fr ance ." 

Freneau rejoiced that the blaze first kindled in America 

was spreading o 
11 Hl..lrlani ty , he felt , was coming into its ovm : 

What though his age is bounded to a span Time she d a conscious 

dignity on man. 117 

It almost seems i mpo ssible that a revolution three 

thousand mil es away could have such a profound impact on t he 

Ameri ca people . Nevertheless, the influence of the French 

Revol ution penetrated every phase of American life : its 

politics , i ts liter ature, its religious talks, its theater 

and its social habits . Ameri cans heard all the watchwords 

of t he French Revolution- liberty , equality and fraternity . 

What did thes e wor ds mean t o Amer icans ? They had liberty , 

so this was not of interest ; they di d not all understand 

61 ..... b ;. ri 
~ -' p. 

71bi..d..' p . 

74. 

99 . 



fraternity, therefore, this was not valued very highly ; 

but they all understood and most were overwhelmed by this 

idea of equa_ity . Some Americans felt that even though 

they fought for this goal, they had not attained it . Other 

Americans believed that the French Revolution would drive 

ho:ne other doctrines which had not yet been fully a ccepted 

• I\ • 8 in -~:nerica. Consequently, nll Americans, even those who 
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did not favor the revolution, became intensely intere sted in 

the co rse of the French Revol tion. 

Many other factors influenced American opinion , as 

for instance, the political leaders of the country, the 

i mportant writers of the period nnd Americans who were abroad 

at this time. Several well known Americans and thei r reac

tions to certain phases of tho French Revolution will be 

examined to show how thei personal opinions affe cted the 

. formation of public attitude toward the Revolution. Just as 

American public opinion uas divided over the French Revolu

tion , this s~e division of opinion was a ppar ent among promi

nent American politicians and writers. Six of t hese leading 

Americans and their react ions to the Revolut ion will be 

briefly mentioned . Three of these men favored the Revolution 

and three wer e opposed . The three i mportant Americans who 

oppos ed the Revolut ion were George Washinton, John Adams , 

and Gouverneur :Morris and the three Americans who gave it 

their support ·were Thomas Jefferson , James Madison, and 

81.blJl., p . 99. 
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Joel Barlow. 

During t he first years foll owing the establishment 

of the Ameri can Uriion , George Washington was probably the 

most influential man in America. Since he was President of 

the United States at the outbreak of the Revolution , he was 

forced to gui de American diploma cy in r el ation to the French 

Revolution , and in order to do this wisely he had to be well 

informed on the events in Fr ance o Some of the informat ion 

came_ om his friends in France such as Lafayette, his so

called adopted son , and Ro chambeau , a Fr enchman who had ser ved 

as Lieutenant General under Washington in the Ameri can Revo

lutiona Wa shington received other information t hrough cor

respondence with Americnns abroad such as Thomas Jeffer son , 

who was the United State s Ambassador to France; William Short , 

who was Jefferson 1 s friend and successor in the Paris mi s 

sion; Gouverneur Horris, who succeeded Short i n this capacity ; 

and Arthur Young, an American traveler in France. 9 Sears 

believes that Morris wa s probably Washington 's chief infor

mant . William Short corre sponded with George Washington 

regular ly , but since he was so closely attached to Jeffer son, 

Washington chose to depend more on the accounts from Morris , 

his 0 1.-m friend . Sears claims that at the beginning of the 

Revolution, i• ashington favored i t . He was in favor of the 

As sembly of the Notables in which the people conducted a 

dis cussion of finances , -as he believed t hat the American 

9s~ars, Geore;e Washtnr;ton , p . 13 . 
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Revolution had stimulated the French int eres t in the i r 

governrr.ent ' s pol i cies o 

Jusser and , a French author, draws t he same conclusions 

about Goer ge Washington 's first r eaction to t he Fr ench Revo

lution. He stated t hat Washington fol l owed t he Revolu t i on 

wit_ sympatheti c interest and that he fe l t that t his r evo 

lution would _ave world- wide i mplicat ions and hence be the 

begi:nning of a ne·w er a for man..1dnd o 1 O 

vashington, after hearing of the f all of the Bas t ille, 

wr ote the following t o Morr i s : 

The r evolut ion, whi ch ha s been effected in 
France is of so wonderful a nature t hat t he mind 
can har dly realize the fact o I f it ends as our 
last accounts to the first of August predict t hat 
nation \·rill be the most power ful and happy in 
Europe ; but I f ear though it has gone t r i umphantly 
through the first paroxysm, i t i s no t t he las t 
it has to encouJ1ter before matters are fina l ly 
settled o In a word the r evolution is of too · 
great magnitude to be effected i n so shor t a 11 space , and with the loss of so little blood . 

After the fall of the Bastille, Lafayette sent the key to 

Wa shing ton and in August, 1791 , \vo. shingt.on t hanked Lafaye t t e 

fo r this 11 token of victory gained by liber t y over despot ism."12 

In such an important , such a hazardous voyage , 
when every thing dear and sacred i s emba rked , 
you know full wel l my best wi shes have never 
left you for a moment. Yet I wil l avow tha t 
the accounts we receive d through t he Engli sh 

10Jo J . Jus ser and , With Amer i cans Qf Past~ Present 
~ , p . 24o . 

11Fitzpatrick , VritinP-s Wflshine;ton, XXX , pp . 440-
445 , as cited by Sears , GeorP'e w~shinPt on , p . 56 . 

12Jusser ana, Wlth AmerjcPns of Pest .and P~esent , p . 243 . 



paper s (which 1.vere sometimes our only channels 
_or information ) caused our fears of a failur

13 almost to ex ceed our expectat i ons of succes s . 
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By September 10, 1791, after the report of t he King 's flight 

was known by Washi ngton , he v.Tote the followj_ng t o Lafayette: 

••• it does not app~ar likely that the 
clouds ~ich have long obscur ed your pol i ti cal 
horizon will be soon dispersed . As yet we are 
in suspense as to what may have been the conse -
q ences of this event; and feel i ng , as we do in 
this country, a sincere regard for the french 
Nat ion, we are not a little anxious about them . 
Opinions we are not able to form here t herefore 
none can be given on the subject. But at any 
rate, you may be assure d , my dear Sir, that we 
do not view with t~di fference the happiness of 
so many millions ., 

As late as October 20 , 1792 , after hearing of the establi sh

me:r..t of a republic in France, Washington wrote to Morris : 

••• We can only repeat the sincere wish that 
much happiness may nrise to the French nation 
and to Fankind in general out of the severe 
evils which a:r~ inseparable from so important 
a Revolution.1'.7 

While 1:lashington expressed some degree of optimism 

in regar d to the French Revolution in its earlier phases , 

other Americar..s were always hostile to the Revolution. 

John Ada'Tis was a severe critic of the French Revolution f rom 

its outset and wa s thoroughly convinced that no good could 

come from i t. Adams had long been suspicious of the French 

13F~~d , ri tinP-s .Q.! W::1sflinf!ton , XI, p . 494, as cited by 
Sears, Geor~e WashinP-ton , p. 77., 

14Fi tzp~_tr:i.ck, W-rjtj_ni:rs Qf WashinP-ton , XXI, pp . 363- 363 
as cited by Sears, Geori:re WRshiDrton , p . 108. 

15Fitzpatrick , ·J,...ili~ Q_ W::1sl1i rn~t.Qn , XXXII, PP • 188-
189, as cited by Sears, Geor~e W8shin~ton , p . 151 . 
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nntion and of the French alliance e He believed that the 

French had used the colonies as a weapon against the Br itish 

and that the French did not plan t o allow the Americans to 

form a strong and powerful nation. 16 

Adams made a trip across France in 1778 and another 

in 1780 and the observations he made at the time, later cause d 

him to be skeptical of the outcome of the Revolution. In 

t _e first place , Adams had a poor opinion of the morality 

o the French people, especially of the womer: .. Se condly , 

as the Revolution progressed and the principles of it became 

knmm, Adams disapproved of the do ct r ine of complete equality . 

He asserted that a pure democratic s tate such as the one 

advocated by the prj_l osonhes was not fea s ible . 17 

On April 19, 1790, Ada~s ~Tote : 

••• I know not what to • ake of a republi c of 
t~ir ty million atheistse - • • o Too many French
me~ , like too many Ameri cans pant f or equality 
of persons and propertyo The impr a cticability 
of this God Al.mighty has decreed , and the 
advocates of lf&erty who attempt i t will surely 
suffer fo r it., 

In 1790, Adams wrote thirty- two a r ticle s which were 

published by Fenno 's Gazette .Q.f the United States and ran 

for a year . These articles were entitled Discourses .Qll 

J?ayjla . They attacked French do ctrines and expressed his 

cited 

1-6B;~,~, The FrenQ.h Rrwol ution , p. 17. 

17Rosenthal, America a.nd FrRnce , p . 159. 
18Life .eJ:2Q.. Work , of John Adams, IX , pp . 563- 564, as 

by P.azen , CoT1te111norary A']eric:=in ~ , p . 1 53 . 



own theories of goverr.u1ent .. Adams thought that democracy 

was the first step tov:ard anarchy. 

Thirdly, Adams condemned the idea of a single legis -

lative assembly by calling it the framework of des potism. 

A man would be !!lore simple with but one ea r, 
one arm, one leg .. Shall a legislature have 
but one chamber then, merely be cause it is 
r:iore si::nple? A wagon uould be more simple 
if it went upon one wheel: yet no art could 
prevent it from oversetting at every step . 19 
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These then, were the views of Adams at the beginning 

o the Revolution and the only change made in his views 

i·:as that he bec2.me more critical of t he Revolution as it 

progressed .. 

Another severe critic of the Revolution was Gouverneur 

Morris, who was an avowed aristocrat and a counterrevolu

tionary, who went to France in 1789 for the pur pos e of making 

a large fortune in foreign coI!L~erce . Morris disliked t he 

Revolution fron the very beginning and he made no effort 

whatsoever to conceal his opinions . Soon after his arrival 

in France, he wrote the following: 

A spirit which has lain dormant for genera
tions starts up and stares about ignorant of 
the means of obtaining, but ardently desirous 
to possess the object, consequently a ctive 
energetic, easily led, but, alas , easily , too 
easily misl ed ., 20 

19Haraszti, Zoltan, John Aa~ms filld ~ Prophets Qf 
Exorre~, p .. 234. 

· · · 20 Anne Cary Morris, The Diary .arui Letters .Q.! Gollverneur · 
lforris , Vol. I, p . 21'. 



Morr is des cribed the French people as having no r eligion 

except their priests, no law except their superiors , and 

no morals except their mm interests . They are l ed by 
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run_ken curates and the first. ani festation of i nsurrection 
21 is made in t he quest of bread. 

On June 23, 1789 , _forris attended a dinner in Ver

sailles at which he sat next to Lafayette . Lafayette, in 

the course of the dinner, told ::--forris that he was injur ing 

the cause of liberty in France because his ideas concer ning 

the Revolution were continually quoted in France , t o whi ch 

Mor r is r eplied : 

I seize this opportunity to tell him that 
I am opposed to the democracy from r egar d t o 
liberty; that I see they are going headl ong 
to destruction , and would fain stop them if I 
could ; that their views respecting this nation 
are totally inconsistent v.ri t h the mater i al s of 
whi ch it is co• posed , and that the worst thing 
that could happen 1.·roul d be to grant t heir wishes . 
.. .. ... Before we part I take an opportunit y to 
tell him t hat if the Tiers are now very modera te 
they will probab~2 succeed , but if viol ent must 
inevitably fail. 

Beckles Hillson wrote that 1'1o r ri s had a de ep sympat hy 

fo r the French King and Queen- so much i n fact, t hat he became 

involved in a plot to help them escape from Paris . Fortu

nately, for Morr i s's safety the King lost his nerve and did 

not go through with ito 23 

.21 Ibia . , Vol I o , p . 69. 
22 .L- b1· a V 1 I 04 - e, 0 •, P • 1 • 

23Beckle s Willson, !_'Tieric.e:i s Ambassadors To France, 
(1777-1 927) , p . 50. 
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1orris ras appointed American Minister to France in 

Januar y 1792 and r etained this post until hi s r e call in 1794. 

Dur i ng this time , he kept a diary de scri bi ng t he event s of 

the Revolut i on which he witnessed . His descript ion was 

always bias ed , but he did record the event s of t he Revol ution . 

In contr a s t to Gouverneur ~lorris, Thom.a s Je f fe r son 

always had high hopes for the Revolut ion. J eff erson was 

des i gnated by Congr ess i n May , 1784, to go on a f oreign 

miss:on to Eur ope to negotiate corr-.merc i al t r ea t ies a nd on 

March 10, 1785, succeeded Benja::i.in Fr ankl in, a s Mini s t er t o 

France . The French readily accepted J eff er son as the friend 

of thei r bel ove Fr an..1.<lin and as the author of the De cla r a tion 

of Independence . He had published hi s Note s Q.ll Virgi ni a and 

this led the Fr ench to believe that he had simi l ar i dea s to 

the gr eat nhilosophes of France . J efferson knew more about 

. politics , constitut i ons , and legal a spects of mat t ers t han 

did most of the contemporary French~en . Ther efore , J efferson 

was on good t e r ms with the of fi cials and refo r mers of .the 

Fr ench gover nment . J e f fe r son made cr iti ca l comment s on the 

social l i fe and pol i t ical system of Fra nce. He felt t hat the 

society of Fr ance was attract ive but co r r upt ; likewi se , he 

prai s ed the i ntell e ctuals of France but a dded that many were 

infer i or in educat ion. 24 

J eff erson wrote in his Autobio~raphv tha t the American 

Revolution seemed t o have awakened t he int el le ct uals of 

24Haze~ , Amer i c~n ContP-mpor arv. Opini on , PP • 4-7. 
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France "from t_e sleep of despotism in which they were 

su:ri_v;: 11 
0 
25 J efferson wrote to Adarns in May, 1789 , that a s yet 

the Revolut ion had been quiet and although it had stalled 

over the voting pro cedure, he expected them to resolve this 

problem, and then there wold be no further delays _because 

they are all for constitutional reform . Unfor tunately , the 

solution to the problems of t he French nation was not as 
26 simple as Jefferson thought o 

Jefferson stayed in Paris for about two or thre e months 

after the fall of the Bastille and he thought t ha t he ha d 

s een the worst of the Revolution. Jefferson liked the French 

people and said he had never knmm a more benevolent people . 

After r etur ning to the United State s from Paris, Jeffer son 

re::narked t.at "once in twenty years water ing t he t ree of 

liberty with the blood of tyrant s" was a ne ces s i t y . 27 

Ja~es Iadison, the clo se collabor ator of Jefferson, 

had much the same attitude as Jefferson in r egard to t he Revo

lution. From t he ver y beginning of the Fr ench Revolution, 

James 11adison supported it and de fended i ts noble princi ples . 

The only factor that bother ed Madison about the Revolution 

was that its progress toward liberty wa s too sl m•r . By the 

fall of 1791, however , he was very pleas ed by progr ess that 

· · · · ·25Th~mas Jefferson, Autobio~ ranhy , p . 80 . 

26Lester J . Cappon , The Adams - Jefferson Lette r s The 
Complete Co-rrespondence Bet ·reen 'i'homas Je-fferson filld Abigai l 
.arul John Ad ms , Vol . I , p . 237 . 

27Jones, America §..:).Q. French Cul t11re , p . 535. 



h~d been achieve d. ladi son described the old continent in 

the spring of 1790 : 

France seems liKely to carry through the 
great wore in which she has been laboring . 
'.l'he AustriG.n I{etherlands have caught the flame 
and with arms in their hands have r enounced 
the gover~Jnent of the Emperor forever .. Even 
the lethargy of Spain begins to awake at the 
voice of liberty whic _ is su.rmnoning her neighbor s 
to i t s standard ., Al l Europe must by degrees 
be ar oused to the recollec t ion and assertion 
of rights of hu.:-:1.an nature.,28 
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Madison carefully follm•1ed the course of the French 

Revolution. His s entiment s con cerning the Revolution were 

well knm·m by both the French and the Americo.n leaders . 

12.ter, he was appointed a citizen of France, an honor also 

bestm1ed upon :, ashington and F--amil ton. Irving Brandt , an 

authority on Mad~son, sarcastically suggested that the r eason 

B...amil ton r eceived this hono r 1,,.ras because he had been keeping 
29 bad company .. 

Just as the French Revol ution had aroused the interest 

of Ame r ican political l eaders, it also entered the thought s 

of the leading writers of the period . Joel Barlow, an Ameri 

can poet and patrio t , was eager to reform the political evils 

of his time . In 1788 he went to Europe as a representative 

of the Scioto Land Company, ·which later proved to be a fail 

ure and left him stranded in France. Barlow was an eyewitness 

to the stormi ng of the Bastille in July, 1789 . He wrote to 

- ·28I~~in - Brandt , Jomes~~ F~tI'er Q.f the Consti 
tution 1787-1800, Vol. III, p . 371 . 

29Ibid ., p . 374. 
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his dfe about events of the French Revolution and said it 

uas wonderful to have been permitted to have seen two cor:1-

plete r evolutions in t_e cause of liberty. In 1789 he pre 

di cted that much happiness would be prod ced in France as a 

result of the Revolution. He was sure that the French govern

r::ent ·rould now be placed on a firm and permanent foundat ion. 3o 

In 1791 Barlow made a congr~t latory address to the 

1ratio:r..a_ Asse:nbly in France., Soon after this Barlow became 

involved in political journalism and for the next two years 

he aevoted himself entir ely to 1.,Ti ting propaganda fo r the 

ca se of 11liberty , equality and fraternity ." 

Barlow 1 s mo st i mportant work, Ao vi.ce .:!& the PriyileP"ed 

Necessity allil Pronrj ety Q.._ .a Genc,,.al Re 'o] 1Jti on .iu the 

Pri nci.nle of Government , 1.-:as addressed to the upper class 

Europeans to influence the~ to adopt the principles of the 

American and French Revolut ion., This book was a volume of 

collected political essays, attacking the Old Regime . Ther e 

were chapters on the feudal system, the church, military 

service and the syst em of revenue and public expenditure in 

Europe . In them, he attacked many policies in England, such 

as pri• ogeniture, English law, and capital punishment . This 

work was extensively re8.d in England and was even suppressed 

.. . ... ·3oj~~~ -Woodress, ! ,Xa-nke, ' Odyssey ~ llie. .Q.f ~ 
B:-irlow, p. 101. 
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In 1792 Barlow ' s enthusiasm fo r the French Revolution 

increased . He observed the storming of the Tui lerie s a nd 

told how the mob broke into the palace on J une twent i eth . 

Even thou h this event snapped the final link between t he 

King ad the people , Joel reported r eassuringly: "You will 

hear fright ul stories about the ri ots •• e believe but 

littlee There 1.-ras no violence committed . u32 

•!hen Barlm·r heard of the proclaiming of the French 

Republi c , he wrote 11 A Letter to the I{at i onal Convention", 

·rhi ch he sent to Tho:;:ias Paine to deliver fo r hi m i n Paris. 

In this pamphlet ._e suggested several proposal s f or the new 

Constitution. He i:•.Tote Jefferson that France ·wa s now ready 

to establ isn a glorious republic, be ca se they had t ried a 

limited monarchy and it had failed. Barlow contended t hat 

any people, wise or vicious, can gover n themselves better 

than the wisest king can. The only good lav is the expr es 

sion of the vill of the nation.33 Barlow remained in Paris 

all during the revolutionary years, and kep t accounts of the 

events just as did Morris, except hi s a ccount s were favor 

abl e towar d the Revolution and l·lorr i s 's were not. 

In summar y , the initial react ion to the French Revo 

lut ion as experienced by a few select contemporary Americans 

. . . . . . 31 .lb.5,,ri ~ ~ p . 11 5. 

321 id ., p . 126. 

331- · ..:i 28 d:..Jll.Q. • , PP e 1 - 9 • 



::r~nged from strong opposition to strong suppc :. Further 

notice of their reactions will be investigated as the pre

sent wri-:er follows fu::rther development of the French Revo -

1 tion . 
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CHAPTER IV 

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL INFLUENCE 

By the beginning of 1792, the mind of the general 

American publ ic was saturated ·with French politics. The 

Fr enc Revolution, even had i t s influence upon American 

goverr1mental developmento Several vital aspects of Ameri 

can _ife were altered because of the influence of the 

French Revol tiono Jones says that from the years 1789-

1793 American politics became more affected by the French 

as did t opics of l etters and articles in ma azineso 1 

Si:'.'lce t he new gover:rnnent in America was just beginning, 

there were no rece dents to follow . Everything had to be 

done w thout the gu de of t radit ion. Te new Union had 

been created in a period of anarchy and certain leading 

. American politcio.ns felt that the only way to prevent the 

return of chaos was for all Americans to suppor t everything 

that t he government did. Any dissension or difference in 

opinion was looked upon as a step in the dir ection of dis 

order and failure. In spite of thi s belief , the growing 

conflict between Jefferson and Hamilton led to formation of 

an opposition partyo Still there was reluctance to recog 

nize the existence of emerging part ies .. The framers of the 

Constitution thought t he emergence of political parties would 

1Jones , Arne-ricci ~.:id French CultJT'e, p. 536 .. 
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be an evidence of failure, not r oal izing that they would be 

the basic fundamentals which would insure its success 0 If 

the i deas of the Founding Father had come true, America 

would not have had political parties butt .e open expression 

of differences of opinion led nQturally to their formation. 2 

Authori tie s differ as to the actual , ... nave and causes 

o t __ e formation of American political parties . Schachner 

sets forth two events 1.·rhich he believes caused their format ion:

the adoption of Hamilton's fiscal poli cies and the French 

Revo_l.tiono 3 -'ill er claims that there were !nany other causes 

r esponsib_e forte foriation of parties, but nothing acted 

Bore a s a catalyst as did the French Revolutiono It caused 

much • ore _action2l feeling tha_ di d F--amilton's fiscal 

1 . . h 
PO-lCleSo ' DeConde agrees that t he r eaction of the United 

States toward the French Revolution became the most important 

political issueo 11 The French Revolut ion 'drew a redhot 

plough- s _are through the history of America as well as that 

of France o 
111 5 Brm•m writes: 

Though the cont roversy could never have 
r eached such a hei ht if there had not been 
domesti c dissatisfact i ons and sus picions as 
its base, it was convenient for both partie s 
to drag in the issue of the French Revolu t ion. 
The nepubl icans found in France, 11 a clear-cut 

2J o~~ c. Miller, The Fe d. 0.ralist s Era 1789- 1801, p. 99 . 

3Nathan Schachner , The Fonnr'lino- Fathers, p. 223. 

½1iller, Tbe Fe er9list ErR , p . 126~ 

5De Conde, Ent3i-wlir9; Alliance , Po 86 . 



contest between monarchy and republ icani sm , 
oppression and liberty, auto cra cy and demo c
racy11 ; the Federalists found there nothing but 
''a. new breaking- out of the eternal strife 
between anarchy and order, atheism and religion , 
poverty o.nd property .. no 

The leader of the Federalist party was Alexander 
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iamilton , the aristocratic Secretary of the Treasury . The 

Federalist s, liKe Hamil ton , were mo s tly :nc.tional - rninded con

servatives and aristo crats , who bel i eved that an '' excess of 

de!nocracy " could be re:nedied by a strong national government .7 

F..azen asserts t_at the Federalists believe d that only by op

pos i _g French principle s could A~erica liberties be pre

served; they thought that the kind of liberty the French 

1·Ianted was a sham e They said t at if the event s that hap

pened i Fr ance •Je r e a manifestation of liberty, then liberty 
(') 

~ t b . ~ h 0 mus~ no e superior ~o anarc "Y • Fisher Ame s, a devout 

Federalist , made the following co~pari son of l iber t y as i t 

existed in America and in France : 

Here Liberty is r estr2.int ; there it is violence; 
here i t ~s mild and cheering , like the morning 
sun- of our summer , bri ghtening the hill s, a.nd 
making the vallies green ; there it is like the 
sun: when bis rays dart pestilence on t he sands 
of Africa .. '3 

6B;owr~ ~ · The FrenQ.b. Reyolntion , p . 99 . 

7I-1iller, The FenerAlist Era, P • 100 . 

8Hazen, Conte~norery America,n Opinio , p. 295' . 

9Fisher , Ames , WorJrs Qf Eisher Arres Compi 1 ea 12:Y a .Jnm er 
.Qf His Fd end~ to Which Are Pr0fixed Noti ~ Qf B.i5. 1.i.fsl and 
ChnTector , p . 127 . 



39 

The Federalists believed that the French Revolut i on W'J d 

lead to anarc y here if it were imitated .. Already it had 

caused trouble in America and had led to the format ion of a 

action with exaggerated loyalty to a foreign nation, France . 

The Federalists maintained that the Frcnc, had their sup

porters or parties in every country and in the United States , 

the Frenc_ :92.rty ·was t he Republi can p[>.rty . 1 O 

The Repub_ican party was led by Jame s Madi son and 

Thomas Jefferson ~ This party reflected the attit .de of the 

ma · ori ty of Americans, espe cially t_ e vie'\<rpoint of the a gra

rian class. The Republican party vnr mly embraced the French 

Revolution .. 

Republicans aped French r evolutionary fashions, 
hailed each ot her as 1 Ci t izcn 1

, wore red caps of 
liberty or mou-~ed the t r i color cockade} and 
d ted t__et r letters f r o!:i Year I of the r ench 
Rep .blic. 11 

So~e Republ icans t hought that as soon as France had 

completed her refor::ns , al_ of Europe would surely foll ow her 

exa~_ leo Even French conquests in the foll owing year s did 

not end the Republican support,. They still saw a simi 

larity between t:O.e American Revolution and the French Revo

lution because t __ e French people ·were striving for freedom 

fro~ oppression and the creation of a rational goverrunent .. 

As the French Revolution became more violent not so 

. . . . . . . . 

10Shul irn, Te Ola ~...1.Q.n, p . 52 . 

11 I in .• , Po 60 .. 



many Americans still supported it, but t hose who did became 

more enthusiastic o In Dece~ber, 1792, ships came to America 

bearing the news _rom France about the storming of t he Tuile

ries, the halting o the Prussians at Valmy, the end of the 

monarchy and the advent of a republic. All of these event s 

were re_p orted in American newspapers throughout the land., 

De Conde says it p!'oduced a pro-- renc_, frenzy in whi ch Ameri

cans beca2ne ysteri caL, Nany celebrations were held and pub

lic and private feasts were held everywhere., Many Ame ricans 

i dentified the s ccess of the French with the preser vation of 

America~ libert· e
12 

James T~ slow A nms gives the following a ccount of the 

r eaction of many Americans after they heard of the establish

ment of a republic in France ., 

Enthusiasm for everything Frenc._ suddenly knew 
no bounds., " o ~ Frenc~ _ashions~ French mode s 
of speaking 7 French holidays and l' rench ideas 
be car:ie all ~he mode 8..m.on0 her synpathizers. 
Even street names in Boston were altered afd 
Royal Exchange Alley beca~e Equal ity Lane. 3 

On De cember 14, 1792, the street s of Philadel phia were 

filled with excited people rejoicing over the news of French 

victories. At night the taverns were full of r evellers 

singing and shouting and drin·ing toasts t o France ., On 

December 27, in Rev York City, the peopl e were even mo re 

12DeC~~de , Entill}P-1:inc-r A ljance , p. 179 ., 

13James Truslow Adams, NP.Ji Errl nn In The Ren11h.li.c, 
1776-1850, Po 214. 
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overjoyed t_an the people of Philadelphia had been, upon 

receiving the news o the establish!nent of a French republic. 

They devoted a whole day to feasting and to celebrating the 

French victories,. When the citizens o_ Boston heard the news 

of t __ e reaction in New York, they •Tere determined to outdo 

t _ el:!., They pla:rmed to have a 11 Ci vie Feast 11
, ·which co .ld 

never be exceededo They collec ted the necessary money, 

appointed com..~ittees for planning and a~-~ounced that the 

celebration would be held on January 24, 1793. 14 ,Villiam 

Sullivan gives the following vivid acco nt of this lavish 

A civic feast ·Has undertaken in Boston; such 
a one as no rational being would desire to see 
repeated. A whole ox s,dn_r1ed and dres sed, leaving 
the head and horns enfire, and the eyes protruding 
from their soc~ets, was tur ned on a great wo oden 
spit, before a furnace., Hhen the animal was suf
ficiently roasted . he was placed on a sledge or 
carria e, and t ere properly supported and propped 
up, was clra ·m t _..rou h the principal streets of the 
to"'im 7 and Has follov.red by t"'i-.ro cart-loads of bread 
and -c;wo hogsheads o_ punch" An i mmense concourse 
of people attended; there was but one mind and 
heart, and there was no reference to political 
divisions. The procession terminated in State 
Street, where a table was laid from the eastern 
end of the City Hall to near Kilby Street; and on 
this tc.ble it was intended that the friends of 
liberty should feast from the roasted ox ., The 
scene soon changed; the cutting up and distribu
tion of the a.nimal beca1:1e ridiculous; and soon 
riotous . The roa::;ted fragments were thrmm into 
the air, and hurled at female spectators who 
thronged the balconies, and crowded the windows a 
The end of this matter was, that a pole of fifty 

· · · · · · ·14j~~ -Bach HcMaster, A History cl .tlJ& People .Qf ~ 
Uniten St0tes , _From the Reyoluti.Q_n to the Civil i!..ar. , Vol. II , 
pp .. 89- 91,, · · 



or si."<ty feet in l ength was raised in ·what was 
thence, Liberty Square, and surmounted with the 
horns oi: the ox, where they remained several 
years . 1 '.J 

John 1c aster recorded a similar account o~ this feast 

adding a paragraph on the _eaning of the feas t: 

The fat ox, they were given to understand, was 
ristocracyo The gaudy ~ecorations were ~he 

titles o~ the political iydra~ The immolation 
of the beast on the alter of Demo cracy was a 
nea ce- offering

1
go Liberty and Equality and the 

i ght s of man ., 

-ccording t o DeConde, on the same day in Plymouth, 

assachusetts, the whole day was taken up in public demon

strations in honor of the French victories . The dis charge 

of fifteen car~:on started the day 's activities . Tne people 

wer e address ed by Frenc·_ sympathizers on the value of the 

principles of the Revolution. Later a minister s poke to 
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them about the Prophet Daniel and in the course of his sermon 

he indicated that God would r er.:.ove all mo r tal kings o The 

choi r sang such songs as 11 Down •Ji th These Earth.ly King s n 

and 11 ~o TZing but God ., 11 After the chur ch service , a ball was 

held that night to termi nate the day 's festivit ies. 17 Aft er 

these celebrations were held, the rage for civic feasts 

spread to other tow:ris such as Lexington, Roxbury, Dorchester, 

1 5Willi~m Sullivan F0mj li P.r. Lett PT'S ~11 P bl ·.Q. ChPT' c
t8r s ,_ on<l. PnhJ.j_c Eyents, From the Peace of .11.fil to '1'1-ie Peace 
D.::. .:i.B.u , P ., · 3 7 .. 

161,I::iss2e: . 5s Ptts ViPre:1T'y, January 26, 1793, as cited by 
'-IcMaster, ! History Q.f the Peo:rle, Vol . II, p . 92 0 

17DeConde , Enta~ CT1in° Alli9ryce , pp . 179- 180 . 
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Cambridge , Charlesto,-m, Portsmouth and Watertm•m .. I t s eemed 

that people had been carried away with r epublicanism. 

Both en a. d women seemed _or t he time to 
have put away their wi ts and gone me.d with repub
licanismo Thei r dress, thei r speech, their daily 
conduct ,-rere all regulated on strict Republ ica_ 
principles .. There must ea laming liberty- cap 
in every ho1se ., There must be a cockade on every 
hat ., There _ ,_st be no nore use of the old title s 
Sir and 1-Iro , Dr., and Rev., It is t i me, exclaimed 
one of these ardent Republicans , i t is time the 
use of these diabolical terms ceased o They are 
but imitations of the tottering remains of aris - 1 8 
tocracy .. They are o_fensive to Republ ican ears., 

In Boston men be an calling each other Citizen and they 

called the wor.i.en 11 Citess .. 11 These titles were actually used 

on letters at the post offi ces, in the newspapers when they 

ment~oned public men , and in ar..nouncing deaths or marriages . 

Another exar.i.ple of the influence o~ the French doctrine of 

eq1al ity on the A:nericans was that one writer during this 

per iod ob "e c ted t o the so cial societie s at Harvard such a s 

Phi Beta Kappa beca 1se it was an infr i ngement of the natural 

rights of society 0
19 

The American vernacular became infiltrated with Fr ench 

wor ds , such as demo crat , anar chist , aristocrat, mobo cr a t , 

mono c~at, ·acobin, clubbist, Angl o~en and Gallomen. Badges, 

buttons , and cockades became popular and were symbolic of the 

Fr ench i~~luence on the Americans o20 

181,1cM~ster, !, ,llistorv .Q.! the People , Vol . II, p. 93 . 

19Ha.zen, Contemnorarv American Opj_nion , p . 215. 
2011-.; ri 21 r:::' ~ -' p . .) • 



Hc:Master claims that not all men were cau ht up by 

these republicar. ~Qds-many people l aughed at it and r idi 

culed it in prose and ver se o This ridi c le :i d not bother 

the _riends o the French Republ ic o They r emained loyal to 

the Revolution and its manifestations . 21 
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Evi dence presented th s far shows that the Fr ench 

Revol tion altered t he po_ i tical and so cial lives of Ameri 

cans . _::izen says it invaded another phase of l ife : 

L~ Frech Revolution, with i t s stirring 
i deas a__ its strildng episodes, aturally 
enough ca_l ed forth a l i "cera t re all i t s own 
in t_.is country as in others o .. ., her e i t 
impel_ed the Adams es to 1-rri te their Dis courses 
on DQ.v.:.la and Essays of Publi cola. •rhile Noah 
Webster revie~ed the Revol~tion i~ a widely 
read pC1.'71phlet, o.nc Joel Barlo·,r helped i n t~~ 
s1:.aping of events by his v.::i.riolJ. s 1·rri t i ng s . 

In John Act~ 's Discours~s .911 D2vila , the do ct rines of 

t_e Fr ench Revolution were severely attacked , arousing t he 

· wrath of the Republi cans who were convinced that his articles 

sho ld be r efuted o Jefferson dia:netricall y opposed t he views 

of Adans on t .:. s s'bject ut he did r.ot wi sh t o be a .blic 

antagonist of Adans . Soor. after Adam 's articles had been 

printed in the G,9 zette .Q_ 1...&. U'1i ted States , Thoma s Paine ' s 

pa:nphlet, The Riv-t s of Men , of which t e fi rst part was 

1·rritten in defense of the Revolution, was published i n Eng

_2.nd , and i mmedi ately sent to the United States fo r 

21 1:: ~-✓~ster, fl History Qf the Peon] e , Vol. II, p . 94. 
22 Hazen , Conterrnor;:i:rv American Onj ni on, Po 220. 



rep blication., Jefferson read the copy of this book which 

was to be used in its American version and when he finished 

with it , he sent it tot_~ printer, along with an explanatory 

note , praising the book and expressing the belief that it 

wol.ld er.d the recent political heresies which had arisen in 

the United States. On his 01-m initiative and without the con

sent of Jefferson, the printer, ·who thought that Jefferson 1 s 

note wold he_p sel_ the book, inserted it in the preface . 

This publicly a_i gned J e __ erson against Adams in regard t o 

the iss c s of the French Revolut iono 23 Jefferson wrote 

Ada!'.1s in July, 1791, i n an attempt to explain the origin of 

this note whic_ had appeared in the preface to The Rj f! _1t;s of 

~ " Adams, who acknow_edged Jefferson 's explanation, condemned 

the printer by sayi he had committed an unpardonable act . 24 

Soon after the publication of Paine ' s book, John 

Quincy Ada• s un er t _e name 11Publicola 11 wrote several arti 

cles which attacked Paine's arguments and defended his 

father a ainst Jefferson 1 s char ge of political here sy. These 

articles were so well 1•1ri tten that at first almost ever yone 

believed that J oh..'1 Adams was t he author .. 25 

Noah Webster, a lexicographe r and journalist, was in 

favor o the French Revolution from its beginning. Brown 

23DeConde, EDtanalin~ Alli~, pp ., 175- 6. 

24Cappon, T_ e Ad~~s -~ Letters, Vol. I , 
pp., 246 - 7., 

25DeConde, ErytPnal i a Al lja nce, p. 176 . 
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contends t hat in 1793 Webster was still optimisti c about the 

.S.evolution , however, he did not overlook the violence •1hich 

too{ place nder the Jacobins and as a res lt, his attitude 

changed e Later i 1793, Vebster began editing a daily news 

_aper in New York, the M:inerya, which criticized the Revo 

_ution. As the Revolution progressed Webster's distaste 

for t:_e Revolution increased steadily e His deep hostility 

to the Revolution vas first revealed in his dis cussion of 

re_igion and moralse He coined t~e word demoral ized to des 

cribe the condition of French societye Webster wrote : 

The nation is now so totally demoralized by the 
current philosophy of the age, and the ferocious 
spirit of war and faction, that atheism is a 
creed perhaps ~ost adapted to the blind a6d head
strong genius of the present generation. 2 

Vebster believed that the legislators of France persecuted 

opinions and not t he evils of France& 

Joel Barlo1 •• ', as his many 1·.rritings reveal, was an 

ardent supporter of the Revolutiono Early in 1792, "The 

Conspiracy of the Kings, n -,~ich BarloH labeled a uli ttle mad 

poem ,n was published . In it he vi orously attacked Edmund 

Burke 's i deas of r estoring monarchy in France and he warned 

the Kins of Europe that in the future their prestige and 

influence would decline. 'vhen Barlow mailed a copy of this 

poem to Jeffer son , he noted that a. king, Leopold of Austria, 

had died : 

26Brmm, The Frenr;h Revolution , p. 11 9 . 
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Barlow noted when he sent a copy of his satire to 
Je ferson that 11 though one of my kings died while 
the poem was in the press, it was not my fault O 

11 

Ee added: 11 lf this had been the case with all of 
them, I should have been will ing to have sup-

27 pressed the publication for so good a cause,, 11 

B,., rlow 1 s 11 Advice to the Privileged Orders , 11 an attack 

on royalty, however, was a more important work than 11 The 

Consp.'...racy of t _e Kings .. 11 Then in September, 1792, Barlow 

in his 11Letter to the National Convention 11 wrote about the 

defects of the French Constitution of 1791, and proposed 

certain a.II!enQ~~nts which he felt wou_d improve the govern-

__ ent.. Barlow continued throughout the course of the French 

Revo_ution to write poetry and pamphlet s in support of its:

principles .. 

Sc er 1 ·wri tcr.:: i Americ we e evere critics of t he 

French Revo ution., One of the ~ost violent critics was 

·lilliam Cobbett, rho ·wrote under the name of Peter Porcupine ., 

-e was an Englis-lID.an •rho first came to Ameri ca in Oc t ober, 

1792., He offered to write for Jefferson, -.rho, unfortunate l y 

for the Rep .blicans, turned him do1mo Cobbett then began 

writing independe::itly., He first attracted publi c attention 

by an attacx on Dr. Joseph Priestly, an English s cientist 

and a d8vout friend of the French .. Shortly, thereafter, 

Cobbett began the publication of a newspaper called 

Porcuninc 1 s Go7-'} .... te and it became notorious overnight .. Te 

Federalists adopted this paper as their 01m be cause of the 
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attacks it made on the Republ icans and the French Revolu-

.:..i· o 28 
l, - 0 He later wrote T _c Bloody fuQY o . .. o.s a war ning 

to French sympathizers in America. This books consists of 

a series o o. troci ty stories.. He cites the follo ,ring account 

concerning the Jncobins in France . A man named Phi lippe, 

_ivi10 on the street of the Tenple, came to the Jacobin Club, 

where he ·.-,as a -'-ember , a_ d made a speech. He had two heads 

in a box, t __ e heads of his parents, '.-rhi ch he had r emoved 

fror.1 their odies ecause they would not take mas s from a 

cons ti tution2 __ priest ., Eis t2.lk received wil d shouts of 

appla .se from the other Jacobins., 29 Cobbett then wrote 

about the daily executions i n Pnris : 

In the city the g illotine neve r ceased 
ment; it was snifted three times ; holes 
dug at each plQCC to rcceiyG the blood, 
yet it ran in the guttors .,30 

a mo
were 
s.nd 

Cobbett told of t._e cold- bloodedness of the leaders of the 

Terror . One of ther.1 supposedly said : 

Ad.::nit none but r ea revo_utioni s ts ; none but 
uatriots ,::ho have the co 1.ra~e to . dr i ]t a glass 
o:.. hmnan lood, i-Iarr::i. from tne veins • 

. 28 -•atha~ Schachner , T __ ~ ~ - rr Tut0 0:rs , P• 358 . 
29 -illiam Cobbett, (Peter Porcupine ) Th~ Boody~, 

T_ mm ~.:t. Eli ! ~Jar71,_·_-,w .IQ the Pol::i_ , i c::il Piiots o:( America; 
o E. _faj thf' ""'"1 ~ 1...:::..:.~i..J.: ::. PS. b, 1,;ul...ti,t1, ae Qf Acts of Horrj_<'l 
B,...,rhQ_ri ty, Sl~ 1 :!i8. th8 :t;ve nP.yP}' ui_t:resserl, the To .,_ ,....l, 0 11eve i:
exnres eil., .Q.t. the I .. ::i...r..ination conceived, :vntil the Co':'lr:1erse 
~ent Q;[ The -Irene_ Revol ltio~, Pe 350 

30:i:tic .,, P o 450 

31 :i:~., Po 174., 
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The remainder of Cobbett 1 s boo_ is filled with tales of 

terror as exaggerated as the sanples quoted above o This 

diatribe, needless to say, did Qffect American opinion
0 

The 

Repub_icans denied the truth of a:l these stories, b: charg

ing that the enemies of the Revolution had fabricated them . 

The contemporary newspapers exerted a tre• endous in

fl1ence on p lie opinion& Freneau, the publ isher o~ the 

1'-3tion;;,l G3zett~, wrote with blin devotio .. _ for the Fr ench 

Revo- ution. _:e believed that Fra::ice and Ameri ca should 

stand together to defend t:_e cause of free om against tyrant s& 

Brm·m wrote the following abo .t Freneau and his paper : 

On July 28 Frenea1. announced with satisfacti on 
that judging 11 from the various Toasts that have 
been drar,.k this year on the fo'J.rth and fo1J:r 
tQ,fil1tn of July, t:i:i.e republican spirit is very 
fast rising in this cou_~ ry o o • and the cause 
of France is becoming in a great degree our 
m-m., 11 He referred not r::.erely to Philadel phia 
celebrations, but to those hel d all over the 
United States, for he c·ted the "undisgui sed 
natriotis!Il and honest simnlicityn of the toasts 
drm1k at Bennington, Vermont& In succeeding 
issues, as reports came in from the rest of the 
count ry, he continued to relay the most strikin 
of these demonstrations. On August 81 1792, 
for example, he devoted almost two columns of 
the front page to the Bastille Day celebrations 
in C~ar

3
7~ston, South Carolina, quoting all the 

toas-cso 

Fr eneau presented the Republican Par ty views i n his news 

paper and in his editorial policy, as DeConde contends , he 

·ras more Jeffersonian than Jefferson., Freneau ' s p~pe r ·was 

challenged by John 1:Jard Fenno in the .Qw,ette .Qf ~ U:nited 

32Bro~m~ T ':. French Revol1J_t.:i.,Qn, p . 11 o. 
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faun ed i n 1789 in Jew York and trans fe r red t o 

P_i~adelphia in 1790 0 Subsidies and edi tor i a l contributions 

.:. r o!-:1 t __ e supporters o_ Hamil ton kept thi s paper cons istently 

Hamiltonian i n po l ~CYoJ3 

Contom:pora y plays on t,e American stage wer e fur t her 

pro o_ o_ ~-here American interests lay . De:nocratic i dea s and 

politics domir:ated the st ge. 11 Tarnmany , 11 an ear ly Ameri can 

opera ·las _ar,.,.ely inspired by Paris and t e Fr ench Revolu

t i ono Jones re_ates the f ollo{ing: 

In New York . meam hile, Amer i can int eres t 
i_ the French Bevolutio~ co:r..menced to take 
form on the stage: when for example, Hodgkinson 
appe2.red on the scene o.s Captain Flash . wear i n 
a-British u~for:n, the _ lay ms ir..terru.pted by 
the tumult of the anti - Britis _ audience, unt i l 
_1e exolained that he vClS i. uersonating a co1.·rard 
and a~bull 1 .3· -

1any American plaYi-.Tights took t __ e occasion t o write ori gi 

nal thenes on the French Revolution and r elat ed sub · ect s . 

In Boston, the Boston Theater considered most of i t s 

pat rons a s Federa_ists; therefore , they t ried to cater to 

thei r viewso Ho1ever , to pacify the Republicans , the Bos 

tonians buil t a ne , t __ ea ter, the Haymarket , where their 

views ~i ght be pr esented o35' 

The French Revo_ution, o.s ha s been poi nted out , 

penet r ated every phase o American life o The influence of 

'3 ~ ~ J De Conde , ~ntanalin Al j0nce , P• ✓ 9 o 

34J ones , Arr er~ :-i nnc Fre ch C ,1t,rre, p . 347 . 

35'I-Iazen , ,Americ8n ContAmT)or::n·v Oriin i.Q.n.,, p. 249 0 



t::1c Revolt tion W8.S present in A:nerican politics, social li:'c, 

fo.s>.ion, !r.."J.n.ner of speo.ldng, li tern tu:'e and in t:!:°'.e t:-iea ter 0 

,...,, . . f'l 
--~C :_n_ - c::.ce of the French nevolution ·was felt :~· all 

AT.ericnn reople in a_l stntions of lifeo It has been proved 

t~at a:~ost everyone supported t~e Revolution initially, but 

in 179 3 o.nd i~ t~1e :ollo·,·.rin6 ::ec.:rs, many Ainericans began to 



CHAPTER V 

EFFECT ON FOREIGN POL ICY 

Nost Americans favored the French Revolution during 

its first three years , b t as the r evolution continued mor e 

and mor e Americans tur ned away from i t s principles . From 

an ex&ninat ion of some of the more outstandin events of 

1793, it is possib_e to see a gradual growth of Amer:.:.. can 

opposition towar d the Frend1 Revolutiono 

Because ne ·. s tr2.veled s_o,.-rly Americans did not learn 

o_ t he t r agic 1793 e e:_ts in F:!:'ance until sever al months 

after ti1ey _ d occur~e ., Louis XVI •ms executed i n January, 

1793 , but t __ e Ame~ican public di d not r eceive r eliable news 

of this event until Apri_ when a Bri tish pac ,et came into the 

harbor of Pew York ., As the people of New York had been 

ari..xious_y awai tL_g ne •!s from France, by t _ e time the news 

bearing ship do cked , a out a quar ter of the population of 

the ci ty was at the harbor to ~eet it., News of t he King ' s 

execut ion spread throughout the city with considerable 

Shoc1 1 
- - i'I: . 

Ironically, Louis XVI vas exe cute on January 24, the 

s ame day as the Boston Civic Feast o Sullivan r ecorded the 

followi ng about the r eaction of the public to t he death of 

t __ e King : 



,--rn·~,.-.,.,,., .; ____ . ~-: 

J- ,- ·-
..I-"'- -

, .··i ,_. ·:-_7 "'od? ··3 
• - VJ..., ·..J -...,/ T:· 0--r:2.s : 

Anerican citizen i:~ Fr2.nce at t!le time of tb'3 King 's exec· -

tion, made several personally hazardous efforts to save the 

life of the King, not because he preferred a monarchy for 

France, but because he bel iBved that the death of Louis XVI 

would contribute nothing to the cause of human freedomo 
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This act, according to Paine, wotld do nothing except reveal 

savagery on the part of the revolutionists. 4 

p. 239. 

Chinard wrote that Jefferson experienced little 

2Sullivan, Fami.iar Letters, p . 37 . 

3F,azen, Coptemno~3,_:r_x A~ericnn O~inion, PP• 254- 50 

l+vioodwar d , Tom P:=ii;ne : Arrierjcri's Go o ::ithe:r 1737- 1809, 



personal re6ret over the fate of Louis XVI o Jefferson had 

_ever respected the Kin and he thought this might serve as 

a warn..:..ng to ot_er autocratic ru.lerso 5 Brown r eports that 

Jefferson too_- the deat __ of Louis XVI calml . ., In March he 

r eported to :-Iadison: 

The death of the King of France has not produced 
as open conde~nation fro• the monocrats as I 
expected ., • e e It is certain that the ladies 
of this city, of the first circle, are open
• outhed against the murderers of a sover eign , 
and they generally speak t1ose sentiments whi ch 
the • ore cautious ~.sband s~otherse 
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l•!adiso __ ' s attitude t01·.-ard the execution of the King "\·Tas very 

similar to that of Jeffersono He reported that sympathy for 

the French KL c: ,.-ras ger:eral in his neighborhood d ,3 t o erro 

neo s newspaper acco nts of the Kinb 's i nno cence and of the 

bloodthirstiness of his enemies., Madison's personal reac

tion vas that if the King were a traitor as he felt that he 

was , he shoul d be pu...nished in the same manner as anyone 

else. 7 

Barlow, who was in Fr ance at the time of the exe cu

tion of Louis XVI, continued t o campaign fo r elec tion as the 

deleg te from Savoy to their Nat ional Convention. This 

alone , indi cates that Barlow 's attitude toward the French 

5chinard, ThomMs Je~ferson, p . 287 . 

6Brown, The French Revolution , p . 100. 

7Brandt , Je~es l·1aoi~, Vol . III, pp . 372- 3 . 



Revolution was not altered because of the e.x:e cution. 8 

The K0-t i.on,.,,l Ga ?.ette published editorials in defense 

of the exe cution of the King .. 

Let any man recollect the conduct of Louis 
Capet, his many heinous sins, his fl i ght after 
having ta en an oath to be faithful to the 
nation, the impediments he constantly threw in 
the way of the revol 1 tion and the aid he afforded 
the enemies o France, and Lastly , his treason 
and reiterated instances of hypocrisy- I say 
~hen a man considers t he se things, let him re -

9 fleet if Louis merits our tears or compassion .. 

It is perfectly clear that Freneat. had no compassion for 

Louis XVL O __ Apri_ 23, 1793, Frenea 1_ ·printed this jest on 

his front page, 11LOUIS CAPET has lost his CAPUT . 11 Freneau 

ir.dicated that the .eath of the French Kin affected him 

no more than the execution of anyone else . 10 

.Many other vulgar insults were made about the death 

of Louis XVI o For i~stance, at a banq et held in Philadel 

phia the head of a pig, symbolic of the executed King of 

France , was passed around and • angled by me!llbers of the 

party .. 

Each one pl a cing the cap of liberty upon his 
head pronounced the word 1 tyrantr1 and pro 
ceeded to mangle with his knife the luckless 
creature doomed to be served fo r so unworthy 

, 11 a company .. 

. ·s~o ress, ! a kee s Odvssey , Po 133. 

9Hazen, Conte~uorarv A~e~ican Oninion, p. 256 . 
10Brown, The Fre ch RevoJ 11tion, p . 109. 
11 P.azen , Cont ernnorary A~erir.nn Opinion, p. 1830 
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Obviously, the death cf t e Kin brought aoout a 

vo.riety of reactions from t __ e public o Hazen stated that if 

;nericans did ot condemn t __ c execution of the King to whor:i 

they owed so much, they surely '\·!Ould not object to a similar 

fate fo r ordinary J:nown people o This was proven by him 

by _oting a similar re2ction to the execution of the Giron

dists, t , e Q een and t _e Reign of Terror-some Americans 

att0.c,rnd t _ese eve ts but most o_ the others defended 
2 them., 

The year 1793 proved to be a turninb point for many 

Ameri cans in regard to tneir attitude toward the French 

Rcvolutiono A_tcr the news of the execution of Louis and 

•1arie Antoinette had been recci vcd, New England , which had 

alwa s been generally sympat_ etic to the Revolution , now 

beca~e solid in their oppositi6no 13 

A-t 'the same J... . l,lme the A:nerican public learned of the 

fate of Lo is x -r, they also _earned of F~ance 1 s de claration 

of war on England . After becoming aware o this development, 

the Federa_ists had no doubts about the evils of the Revo 

lution. Any of the Federa_ists, ':Tho had at first sympa

thized with the Revolution, no1 tQrned violently against it 

and began speaxin out openly in de ense of England . 14 

121b..ii., p .. 2590 

13Jones, ~:u;.a ,and Frenc CvJture, p . 543 . 

14DeConde~ Ent2n~lin~ Al iance , p. 181 . 
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In the early part oft e year 1793, France declared 

war against England o America Has bound to France by alli 

ance, therefore, a serious question arose as to the role of 

the United States in regard to this waro Was the country 

strong enough to combine their efforts either for or against 

any partic lar country?15 

De Conde vrote that the Anglo - French .var beca!!le a 

nQtional issue for the emerging American political par t i e so 

Howeve:- , at this time America 1·.ras not pr epared t o a i d any 

country .. Sain was in full possession of the riiss is s i ppi; 

the Indians were on t __ e var patn on the frontier; the 

1· es tern country was i _ t rmoi_; a nd British troop s ·were 

still stationed along t_c Canadi an oordero The United 

States chould ~-ardly defend herself, :rauch less help France ., 

If t_e U __ i ted States could have aided France , t he cons e 

quences rould have been disastrous f or America. Mi _lions of 

dollars fOUld be added to the public debt ; trade wold be 

destroyed; exports would be sto ped; prices woul d fall and 

bus i ness ·Tould have been ruined. Di d an ally have the right 

to demand this sacrifice especially since France wa s the 

aggressor in the Har? Regardless of the ci rcum s tances , by 

the treaty of al_iance, the United States guaranteed French 

possessions in America and by the treaty of com.~er ce our 

ports were to be opened to the privateers and prizes of 

15s~iii~an, F~~iliar Letters, p . 4o . 



Fra.nce . 16 

In addition to the Treaty of Alliance with France, 

the United State s owed a l arge monetary debt t o France for 

her aid to America during the Ameri can nevolution ., Wide 

spread di sa reements existed among the po iticians and the 

publ i c as to the course United States foreign policy shoul d 

take o So:ne Amer icans, especially the Federa_ists, believed 

that t he Treaty of Alliance terminated 1ith the end of the 

A . merican evolutiono Other Jew Englanders maintained that 

53 

the United States :nade the treaty i.-ri th t _ e French monarchy, 

1·.rhich no lo __ ger existed, and conscq ently, the Uni ted States 

had no obligat ions to the French Republic 17 

Hamilton argued that even though there had been a 

change in govern.~cnt, t he treaty still cont inued, but since 

there ·was no established per manent government i n France, 

ther e ·was no one ,. it __ whom to deal, therefor e , the t r eaty 

could not be enforced . Furthermore, F..a.milton contended that 

by the terms of the treaty Ameri ca was to gi ve aid t o France 

only in case of a defensive war and France had declar ed war 

on England. Jefferson capa.bly argued that the Franco - Amer i 

can treaties -rere between living nat · ons , not thei r tempo

rary agents . T~erefore , t he treaties must be upheld . Also, 

the United States cold not accurG.tely determine whether or 

· ·161,1 ~1:iaster, f::. Historv Qi: .t.M. Peoc1le, Vol . II , p . 96. 

17Brm·m , The French Revol nti.on , P• 100 . 
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.ot the •rar was defensive on the pa:::-t of Fra.nce. Jefferson 

wante the United States to remain neutral, but he believed 

that they should receive certain trade concessions for main-

t . . _.. 1 • .1. 18 a1n1ng ne ~ra l~Yo :Many Republicans thought that if 

America. did not side with France, they •muld actually be 

aiding England., 

George Washington, pon •. earing of this French in

spired crisis, i ediately called a cabinet meeting in 

· hich .. e posed sixteen questions to his department heads 

relative to the course the nited States govern~ent should 

p rsue o SU.Llivan relates that the President and his cabinet 

were unanimo1 sly of the opinion t .at under the present cir

cumstances the nited States was not obligated to aid 

France . 19 On April 22, 1793, the Proclamation was issued. 

Part of the Proclamation reads: 

o " o and the duty and interest o~ the United 
States require t .. at they should i t h sincerity 
and good faith adopt and pursue a cond ct 
friendly and impartial towards the beligerent 
pm·rers; 

I have therefore thought f i t by these 
presents, to declare the disposit ion of the 
United States to observe the conduct aforesaid 
toward those po1ers respectively; and to exhort 
and Karn the citizens o t .. e United States 
carefully to avoid all acts and proceedin s 

·18Ni1i~; , The Federalist Era, pp .. 128- 9 . 

19su_livan, F3,rriJ.·i2.._--: Lctto-rs, P• 4o., 



vhatsoever, which may in any l){anner tend to 
contravenes ch dispositiono2v 
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This presidential proclnmation set off a series of reactions~ 

In general, t e Feder _ist were pleased ut not the Rept.J.b-

l . _ icans o Miller 1 .. ':!:'i tes t __ o following: 

hile Reoublicans were content that the 
-nited States should remain neutral they 
hotly resented the u s e of the word ~impartia1 11 

and the cons traints placed upon their freedo~ 
of action by the President .. Had Hashington 
fo::-gotten. t_ ey as~ ed that France -ras 11 under 
God t_ e saviour of America. II "'nd that uoon 
the continued _riendshin of France 11 the~fu
ture glory, honor, welfare, commerce, r • ~1 -
cul ture and ~anu_actures of A~eri ca essen-
ti .lly depend . 11 ~1 

h Henry Brac~enridge, a Rep _ican party l eader of western 

Pennsyl van..ia, s 1 n'TI.ed up the atti t de of the Republi cans when 

__ e said uthe cause of France is the cause of man, and neu

trality is desertion .. n22 

:tv'iadison ,.. as shocked by the procla:nation of neutral ity 

beca se he thought that A• erica should aid France and the 

longer he r eflected about the proclamation , the more he 

disliked it: 

The proclamntion was in truth a most un
fortunate error. It wounds the national honor, 
by see::iL_g to disregard the sti~ ulated duties 
to Fr2.nce . It rounds the popu_ar feelings by 
a seeming indifference to thG cause of liberty . 
And it see~s to violate the forms and spiri~ of 

20sears, Georee Woshinvton , pp . 174- 50 
21 Miller, The Fener;:ilist Era , p . 130. 

22I· . d 130 _QJ,__.' p .. • 



able .. 

t:ie Const i tution by making the Executive Magis 
rtrate the organ o~ the dispos i tion , the d~ty 
ard the interest of the nation in rel ation to 
1•:ar and peace- subjects o.ppropr iated to other 
depart~ents oft _e goverru~ento o o o If France 
triu.:1phs, t he ill - fated proclamation will be a 
rn.ill.:·:one 1·.rhi ch would sL ~,;: a.ny other c~~ra cte r 
and will orce a struggle even on his & j 
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Congr essio:1al reaction to the proclamation wa s favor 

·lhe!1 t._e Congress convened at the en . of tl1e year, 

they gave it their hearty approval by saying : 

',e, t __ erefor e, conte plate ·with pl easure -c ne 
uro cla~ation by yo issued, and give i t our 
hearty apurobationo 1-Je deem it a meas ~r e 
,-:ell tL~ed and i;•riso, • anifesting a ,.-ratchful 
solici tuC:.e :.. or -:he \relfar~L. of t:he nation and 
ca_c~lcted t o pro~ote it~ : . 

1·.'ashi ngton triod unsl.,_cc~ssfu_ly to placate J efferson and the 

Repu l icans by omi tting the 1.rnrd nne 1 tral i ty 11 from the pro

c_anat i on$ 25 The p~oclanat i on 2ro~sed s ome opposi t ion , but 

a fa r mor e co~pli cated t~sk , its enforcement, remained to 

be a ccomplished o The f irst chal lenge to American neutrality 

came f r om Fr ance and more specifi cal_y, i t came from the 

firs t 1i nister from the Fr ench Republic, 11 Ci tizen 1
' Genet o 

Edmund Charles Genet, a dedi cated yo ng r evolu t ionist, 

first l anded in Charleston , South Ca rolina, instead of PhilQ

delphia, t he capi tal of the United States o Hi s explanation 

for thi s C-~nged destination was tho. t contr a ry wi nd s and 

Vol. 

23Br~ndt , J~mes 1Rdison, Volo III, Po 37?o 
24Ki e Te LiTe an1 Correspondence .Q.l. Ryf s Kin~ , 

I, p ., :3 o 

2?De Conde, EptPrrrl~ rr Alli o;rcn , p . 91 e 
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not his mm wishes had determined his landing si te a Appa

rently e 1as in no hurry to reach Philadelphia to present 

__ is credentials, for he rem2ined in Charleston f or eleven 

days oefore beginning the journey to Philadelphia, a journey 

whic21 usually required fourteen days, but in his case re-

q ired twenty- eight,. ndoubted_y t e explanation for this 

slm•r ace ,-:as the "\·rarmth of t:ie •:e_come he received all the 

way from C:b...arleston to Philadelphia o William Jay des cribed 

the Republican di mer given for Genet the day after his arri

val in c:_ar _eston.. The guests sang French songs and prac

ticed the fra t erDal o~brace,. A tree of liberty served as a 

tab_e decoration .J.nd red caps of liberty 1.vere distributed 

a.r.1ong the uests . 26 Genet was honored by banquets of simi 

lar form during these early days of his mission to the United 

States,. 

T _e revolutionary enthusiasm of the Ameri can 
11 Jacobins 11 reached its high point in the welcome 
•Thi ch they gave the new French minister , Edmond 
Charles Genet .. This young man symbolized to the 
democrats the stupendous hopes and flaming idea
_isr:i of the French Revolution., Disgruntled with 
their ovm Federalist administration, which they 
suspected of planning some rebuff to the emissary 
of France, they determined to make up for any 
official coolness., All the way north from Charles
ton, where he had landed, Genet was hailed by 
cheering throngs,.27 

Hiller relates t_e following account of Genet's reception in 

Philadelphia: 

26Jay, The L5~e .Q,f John Jqy, Volo I, p .. 302. 
27BrNm, The French ~, p. 103. 



In Philadelfhia, no pretense of neutrality was 
observed: 1The bosoms of many hundreds of free 
men beat high with affectionate transport, their 
so ls ca ght in the celestial fire of struggling 
liberty & 

11 At a dirmer given in honor of Genet, 
over a htndred prominent Philadelphlans gathered 
to si21g the 11I,1arseillo.ise 11

, 
1\·ri th ti' o additional 

odes cor1posed by Ci tiz.en Genet, ri •rho came attired 
in a liberty capo A feu days later, a French 
frigate brought into Philadelphia a British 
vessel as a nrizeo 'lhen the British colors were 
seen reversed and the French flag flyin~ above, 
t_e large crowds lining the

8
waterfront 'b rst 

into peals of exultationtto2 
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Diffe:'ent a• thors express conflicting views in regard 

to tho instructions gi -en to Genet by the French goverTuuento 

Robert Goodloe - ".rper, a Federalist L Congress 1,;-rote the 

follo i _g: 

Al_ this he did i21 the avowed pursui t of the 
object of his instr ctions, which, to use their 
om words, enjoined him, 11 to excite to the t -
most the zeal of the Americans, and induce them 

29 if possible, to make a common cause with France o11 

DeConde asserts that the real reason Genet came to 

the United States was not to perform the customary dut i es of 

a l't.inister, but secretly, to arrange for the transfer of the 

Kin nd royal fa~~ly from France to the United States o The 

Girondins had planned this maneuver because they were afraid 

that if t_e Kin remained in France and 1as killed, it would 

cause bitterness in t e Un:.ted States against France. The 

Girondins, due to their poor political leadership, fere 

281✓a1ie;, The Feo.erP 1 i st Er;:i, Pe 133. 

29Robert Goodloe Harper Obse~y9 tions .QJJ, ~ Disp1te 
Betwee11, the United States and Fr2nce, Pe 9. 
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_ ever ab_e to carry out this plan.,30 

Sullivan and Miller both assert that Genet ca:ne to 

.,_he -ni ted States ·Ji th the idea of converting t_,e United 

States into a base of operatio1:.s from which to conquer Lo i

siana, Florida, and Ca __ ada a. d to equip privateers to prey 

upon British shipping.,3 As proof they contend that Genet 

did bring n_, I:1ero s blan..~ commissions for privateers to 

-:ner ..:..cao Ian A:nericans ·oined in privateerinc venture s 

because it gave the:n a chance for :na~ing a huge profit and 

exhibitin t .eir a .imosi t:,- tm-.rard En _ando Several American 

ships were converted L _to French pr:'.. vateers a.11d mericans 

sed them for capturin Engl is __ vess0ls., Evidently, the 

Presidents proclamation had not changed the pro- French 

attitude of many Americans., Genet even advertised in Ameri 

can ne ·1spapers for s. __ p2.thizers of Franc0 to enlist in the 

French service, thereby disre6a r ding the pro clamation of 

neutrality .. Genet com..11issioned twelve privateers in the 

nited States. These s~ips captured many British merchant 

men, sometimes within the coastal waters of the United 

States. These ships, 1-rhen brought into American ports, were 

sold by French consuls f or whom Genet claimed extraterri

torial privilegeso 32 

.31rfille~, The Federalj st Era. , p .. 132, and Sullivan, 
Fgmiliar Letto~s, Po 41. 

32Ib-Ldo, Po 1350 
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In August, 793, Genet demanded that President 

Washi gton call Congress into special session in order th t 

the representatives of the people could de cide whether or 

not to aid the French people i _ their causeo In case the 

President refuse to su...'1Dons a spGcial Co_ gressional session, 

Genet threatened to appeal directly to the peop_eo 

Jefferson , at t _is po i nt , condc:orn~d Genet I s acti vi ti Gs ., 

Less t han s:L-x: recc{S after _is arrival Jefferson wrote: 

Ne •er i1 y opinion, ~as so calamitous 
an appoi~ment made as that of the present 
mi~ister of France hereo Hot headed, all 
i mag i ::.:i.-~ i on, no j .dgmont, passio1:.ate, dis::-e 
snect~ul & 0ven indecent touo.rds the P _ esident 
in his -.-:-:.'-.ten as 1·.rell 2.s ver·Jal co~rnunications 1 
talking of appea2-s fro,__ i:::i to Con6ress, from 
t!l.err. to the peor=.e, urging the • est unreason
able & gro mdless propositi ons , & in the most 
dictatori2l styl e.,j3 

Jefferson rrote to rhdison of Gene ·'.:; 1 s activities and 

1•ladison, after having rec-2i ved a letter from Jefferson in 

Jul~, replied: 

Your accoux1t of G (;net is dreadful., 
He must be broug.1t ri ght if possible. His 
folly ,. ill do mischief uhich no wisdom can 
repair., Is there no one throu~n whom he 
can be effectu~l l y counselled?J 

r·~adison suggested t .at the only w2.y to repair the da.11age 

Genet had com..raitted w2.s to disting' ish between the nation 

and its agent, bet1 .. reen prL.ciples and events and to •mrn 

the public that the enemies of liberty and the enemies of 

33ChinQrd , Tho~8 . Jefferson , p. 294. 

34Brandt, J~ .p r 1•:~ru.filW., Vole III, Po 377. 
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France were constantly trying to drive them from their 

goa1.35 

Adams _ad a horror of mobs and was frightened by 

Genet's A::nerican s•pport o Twenty years later he recalled 

the situation in a letter to Jeffersono 

Yo, certainly never f0lt the terrorism excited 
by Genet in 1793, w,en te thousand people in 
streets of P.iladelphia, day after day, threat 
ened to drag Washington out of his house, and 
effect a revolution in the government or co~
pel it to declare 1:Iar i -:2.vor Qf the French 
Revolution a~d against En0 land cjb 

Finally it was agreed that Ge _et should be recalled 

and at the sa..~e tine, G ~' . oLJ.verncur ~•.:.orris, the United States 

l·~ii,i ster to France, sho ld be recal_ed.. His relations with 

the French government had become almost as strained a s 

Genet's relations had become Dith the United Statesc In 

t .e !Ilonth of December, 1793, .lfashington i:'.'lfor• ed Congress 

t __ at Genet I s conduct was not characteristic of the nation 

that sent him.37 

Bro ,m stipu_ated that in the early stage of his mis 

sion Genet helped strengthen the Republican party, but his 

_ater actions severely hurt the Republicans by providing 

more propaganda for the Federa_ists.38 

.... . ·35ib~~ .. ~~ p., 377. 

36:s;~,:m, T½e French RevoJ.ut-i on, p., 106o 

3711iller, · Thil Fed,e;al.,.tst Era~ · p .. 138., 

38Bro .. m, The French Reyolnt;iQ; , p. 105 .. 
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The American policy of neutre.li ty had successfull · 

overcome ~ts _irst test from the Prench. The second chal 

ler:ge to American ncutro.lity ca:ne from England in 1794 when 

the Rova_ =~avy sv.dc.cr1ly beban se~zing Arieric2.n ships which 

were enbaged in trade in the -rench West Indieso The Eng_ish 

conve.iently invoked the 3. le of 1756 which states that 

trade p~ohi~~ted in peace-time can...~ot be opened legally in 

ti:ne o_ war9 Under this policy the En6lish felt j stified 

in committing ~ostile acts to-Jard Americanso T~e British 

~ntensified their impressment of i.I!lericc1.n sai_ors 2.nd inter

ference' ith .mo~ican tradoo This QCtion res lted in the 

grm·rth o: anti - Bri tis:::. atti -'-:udes in A::iericae 39 

·i2.shington sent - o:".m Jay to En _a:r..d to settle t ese 

differences o Jay drev up a treaty which was probably the 

most npopular agree:r::ent ever made in American istory., 

The Republicans, ·rho accused -av o o.ccepting bribes from 

the Englis .. , were not a_one i!l ",:;, eir cri ti cism. Hany Federa-

lists were J... • nov a1:; .11 satisfied vith the treaty. As much as 

Washine;ton disliked the treaty he •:as villing to do anything 

to keep neutrality, therefore, .e signed the treaty in the 

fL.al days of June, 1795 o His prestige alone won its r a ti 

ficationo : ashington ass red t.1e merican peop_e that it 

•as for the best i nterests.of the country .. 40 Jay wrote t o 

· · · · · · 39Ri~hard N. Current. T. Harr Villiams , Fra~J{ Freidel, 
!rn~ric~n History: : : ~ SJrvev, Po 1 2o 

4oHichael Kraus, ThP. !L::.r1..t0.d St-;itcs .:t.Q JJl.6.5:, P& 283., 
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George :Jashi t:;ton on 1arch 6, 1795, saying that he kne"H that 

the treaty •!o·.11 not pleo.se everyone, and that it • ould 

probably resu_t inf rther tro ble. 41 

Washington decided t _.a t since he had sent a Feder 

alist, Jay, t o England, it would only be fair to send a 

R bl . ep __ ice.n, J a.mes 1:onroe, to France., A: ter all, Morrish d 

ee __ rec"l.l ed to improve relations with the French ., Beve r ly 

l . Bond ,•,Tote that Monroe assured the French that Jay ·would 

do nothinb to ha11per Fr2.nco- American re_at ions.. •·-onroe was 

not aware t __ :J.t Jay I s p rpose was to negotiate a treaty with 

England., Bond contends that had Ho!:.roe ~ "'lOW!l of this objec-

ti ve, he ·wo· _d never .. ave agree 
h2 

to go to France .. ' Mo:--,roe I s 

enth siastic support for the French Re ol tion caused him to 

make sone mistakes, but by Jan ary, 1795, he had laid the 

ground rnrk or a successful mission. The Jay Treaty came as 

a complete surprise to both Monroe and France .. Mop..roe, 

alon with the officials of the French govern1T1ent, tried to 

p r event the American ratification o_ the Jay Treaty. As 

dashington and the Federalists were displeased 1ith Monroe 1 s 

pro- French activities, he was replaced by Charles Pinc~ney 

in September, 1796., 

·Ir o lonroe took offense at being displaced, 
and came hoe, published a volume of justi i 
cation, •rhich probably aided him in attaining 

. h ..... . 
·1Jay , The 1.if..Q. .Q.1... JQ.}J.n J2y , Vol. II, p. 251 .. 
42Be erJ~;--J~-B~nd Jr., The '-lonroe i-~ission to Frnnce , 

1794- 1796, p. 13. 



to the presidency o -e t_ erein assumes to 
say, that if a rupture should happen rith 
France, it would not be occasioned by 
the miscond· ct of France, ut by Washington 's 
policy, ~\rp.ich Monroe caL s ".sbQrt ;,3ir;ht0.d 
MQ. · Q.Q. 0 '

1'-t-3 

One lastin res lt of Genet's mission and cnallenge was the 

rise o democrati c soc~eties. They :n ltiplied tnroughout 

the land spreading pro - French views ., The Democratic Clu, 

fo1nded in Philadelphia, proceede to send out invita tions 

for peop_e elsmfnere to form similar societieso They suc

cess lly started a kind of national movement, for soon 

societies sprea all over the countryo 44 The fra:nework of 

these clubs ·las based on the Jaco in Clubs in France., The 

qualification for membership was to pay fifty- cents and to 

sign their constitution which stated that all members r.:.v.st 

be avare of foreign conplications involving France and tr..e: 

m st also be aware of domestic dangers such as the presence 

of aristocrats •.~hose aim it was to try to abolish free do 

and equality here., Iany Americans thought these provisions 

were noble aims and ·oined t_e clubs. 45 
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Jay charged that these societies attempted to control 

the gover:nr:ient by claiming that they were the voice of the 

people , regar dless of the fact that they passed t eir 

43Sulli~an, .L.'Dl..ili~r Letters , p. 63 .. 

44DeConde, EntRn~ling_ Alljance, p. 252 . 

45v1c Iaster, A History Q.J;. th(-) Peonle, Vol. II, p. 110 .. 



resolutions in secret. They re~erded an- resistance to 

t~cir acts as a crime a 6ainst republicanisrno Jay expressed 

a belief t_at had these societies suc ceeded in gaining all 

the power that they sought, the United States would have 

beens biectcd to a tyranJ1ical oligarchy 0 46 

The inm1ediate aim of t _ es8 societies was to curb tho 

influence of ·~, a shin ton and to s ::,:;:,ort tne allia ce •1 i th 
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France. A ir6i_ia society passed a resolution urging that 

the co __ stitution e altered to ~ake the President ineligible 

for a third termo The club in Charleston etitioned the 

Jacobin Cl bin Paris for the _onor of claimin them . The 

Jaco· ins in France opposed their me!'.l ership because the 

Americans had lost no blood int eir cause, but despite this 

opposition, they were adopted .. '7 T.ese organizations were 

cal_ed 11 Democratic Societies 11 by their ~e!Ilbers a_ d 11Jacobin 

Cl .bs 11 by their adversaries o They approved o..: all the acts 

o: the Revolution, violent or otherwisee Jones wrote the 

fo_lo ·ring state• ent about these societies: 

Behind the Jacobin societies there was a 
seethin ma ss of excitement such as the 
country had never before witnessed . For 
instance t i-.·rhen young Stephen Decatur and a 
friend, J. K. Hamilton ·Here returning from 
a fishing expedition, fhey found an enormo s 
c:-01:id et Buck's .1 ead Tavern, Phil2.delphia, 
celebrating the presence of the French mini 
ster, wearing t __ e tri -colour and singing 

46jay ~ T:r,e bi!..~ .Q.f. l.o..r.n Joy, 'ol. I, Po 317. 
1
+7Hazen, Co11tc:1~Q.r"r'[. Anieric2J1 On5 p. 195 .. 



Jacobin songso Decatur, who \·rore the blue 
(A erican) cocKad2 '\•.'<'.ls involved in a general 
fight, for the mob insisted that ho and his 
riend don t1c cockade of the French Republic; 

and only the arrival of his father's appren
tices saved himo In the sw.e city an in_ri
_-ce,er , . .,.:r,,,se sig:i ·,·'1.S c. DO::':'tro.i t of the Queen 
of ?rc:,.nc:, wo.s forc3d to- daub a streak of red 
around the p9yal neck and stain her clothes 
wit:i blooo..,.+u 
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:re laster recounted that the society at Charleston 

pressured the Legislature o..: Sout::1 Ca::-olina to ta1':e dm.·m the 

state of Lord Ch tham, an Engl "sh :Sarlo As the statue was 

cing torn dowD., the __ ead o_ the sta.,_ue broke off, giving 

substances to sc:r.e Federalist prop2.ga. d8.e They unjustly 

charged the Republicans vith cho~pi _g its ead offo In 

April, 1794, ~e2 ers of De~o cratic Clubs of South Caroli.a 

put effigies of Fisher A!21es, 1/illia"'.l S:::iith, Benedict Arnold, 

~- il_iam Pitt, 8.nd the cevil upon ci. '\·TO.. on and dr2.gg ed the:-:1 

around until S' nse-:, the~1 burned themo Ames and Smith had 

opposed Vadisonis Resolutions concerni_g trade dutie s and 

S:ni th, ·rho repr esented South C3.rol:.na in the House, was 

opposed to Dayton ' s Resolutions to sequester Bri tish debts . 49 

The Democratic Societies were widespread and well 

supported . De Conde "'rri tes that no one a c tually knm s how 

_arge a national following these cl·bs had, or how much they 

represented public opL_ion, but from the alJlount of alarm 

they caused, t _ey must have hnd a substantial _ollo·.,ri g., 

·43J ~nes, A:rierica ::-t'r/l Fren~h CJltn,.,e, P e 541 ° 

491✓ c-:aster, A Fi_stOT'V Qf t'l]Q Peo':lle, Vol II, P e 1760 



72 

-owever, the Federalists insisted that the societies, in-

stead of representing the majority of the public, only r epr e 

se __ ted a s:nall minority e 50 

As t _e Fre __ ch Revo_ution progressed and as the vio

lence of it increased, a large segment of t he American p;1b

_ic and national officials became increasing_y suspicious of 

these socie~ies o T __ e Federal ists considered the members of 

tne de~ocratic societ ies as synonymous with the French Jaco

binso One Fec.eralist nc ,rspaper v.rrote that the practice of 

bene3.ding Fede:-alists was so fashionable in France that the 

practice w2.s sure to spread else,, nereo T~e American people 

began to bel..:.eve that these socie ties plotted the overthro~•r 

of the govern..r-:.ent by force~ , T • ..t.. ..t.. 1-,.L .,e. 'h :as~.lng vOn v sOUg:._L, O.i "G ese 

societies as "the ~ost d~_rtbol ical nttempt to destroy t 1e bast 

fabric of h.man government and happiness, that has ever been 

presented for the acceptance of !Ilan..kind., n51 

The Federalist used various methods to try to counter

act democratic societies in America. An economic boycott 

was imposed on businessmen who parti cipated in pro- French 

activities. Certain employers required their employees to 

vote for Federalist candidates or lose their jobso They 

organized anti - democrati c societies to combat the democratic 

clubs and they used the press to diminish their influenceo 

50DeConde, Ent9 n~l5ng Al __ i~, p. 257., 

51 Miller' Trie FedPralitl Era, Po 161 0 
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the de~ocratic societies as synonymous w-· th the French Jaco

bins., One Federalist r:c !spaper vrrote that the practice of 

behe3.din0 Federalists Kas so fashionable in France that the 

practice w2.s sure to spread elsewhere.. The Ameri can people 

began to bel_:_eve that these societies plotted the overthro':,, 

of the goverriI.!ent by fo:rce.,. las. ~ington t sOU&;ht of t hese 

societies as 11 the r:o;;t d __ :01.bol ical attempt to do~troy t 1e best 

fabric of hJTian government and happiness, that has ever been 

presented for the acceptance of mankind .. ll51 

The Federalist used various methods to try to counter

act democratic societies in Amer ica. An economic boycott 

was imposed on bus i nessmen who par ti cipated in pro- French 

ac t ivi t i es . Certain employers required their employees to 

vote for Federalist candidates or lose their jobs., They 

organized anti - democratic societies t o combat . t he democratic 

cl bs and they used the press to diminish their influence., 

50DeConde, Er.t8n~liri,e, Al_ j~, p. 257., 

51Mi_ler, The FeoPraliU Era, p .. 161 .. 
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Some of the Federalist controlled and s'pported papers were 

t_ e Ge ze-'::t.e .Q.f the Un_· tocl States, edi tee by ohn Fenno of 

Phi_adelp __ ia; the Amori can U...t ... nerya. , edi tcd by Noah Webster 

of NeK Yor_-; and the Col, --n,bi_'"11J. Cc;rit_·_nel , edited by Ben · amin 

nussell of Bostono By Federa_ist control of t_e press the 

i_f_uence oft & societies coul 52 be red _cedo 

The :,, ..isky Rebellion which roached a crisis in 1794 

·ms another cha __ enge that t_ e Federalist felt rmst be over

co• e. Federalized troops were led by Hamilton to •.restern 

Permsylvania to cope wit_ the rebellion,, When the soldiers 

arrived they met with no resistance, ut t ~Y did discover 

_iberty poles bear · ng placaro.s ·wi tn the i:rords 11liberty and 

no excise 11 inscribed on t:1.em., -fter being informed of 

develop~ents in the west, George ~s ington wrote t1at he 

was witnessi g : 

••• 
11 the first formida le fruit of the Demo 

cratic Societies. I early gave it as my opinion 
to the confidential characters aTound me," _e 
said, nthat if these Societies were not counter 
acted (not by prosecutions, the ready way to 
make them grOi.·-l strone;er) or did not fall into 
detestation from the knowledge of their origin 
o • • that they would sha1rn the government to 
its foundation., 11 --nder this conviction, he in
serted in his message to ConRress of November 2 1794, a denunciation of the self- created soci 
eties 11 as the nrime movers of the Whisky Rebel -
lion .. 53 -

DeConde and Iiller both agree that the democratic societies 

52DeCo~de, Ert~n~li~a Alliance , pp. 258- 260. 

53tiiiller, The Fo.der;:,J.ist Er , p., 160. 
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in general had no part in the \I/hi sky RGbellion, however o 54 

:,:_:_ __ er conten ed t_ at George W2.shin,;ton s ho ld not 

have official_y c isap~ roved of the soc.:.eties beca sc by 

ta_dng this co rse _ e impaired the real strength o:'.:' his 

position L American politics,, Nm he ras no longer aloof 

from _artisa _ struggles .. The de1ocratic clubs faded away 

..-i thin a --ear, not becc:. se of Washington 's condemnation, 

but ecause of the increasingly critical attitude of Ameri 

cans toward the French Revolution 9 and becm:se Jacobin clubs 

we~e s· ppressed in France.55 The De~ocratic Societies 

which were devoted to the Republican part·r and to the Frenc:1:1 

ca , se, •.-e::-e ~ f 0r a whi_e, i:rrrport2. _t i str ment s in molding 

pro - Fr enc:_ public sentiment o They served to intensify the 

hatred and opposition of ?edoralists and Republicans, and 

by s o doing, made inport2.nt contributions to t_ e e!'Iler ing 

political parties and to the course of American _oreign 

policy. 56 

54neConde, E tan9'li1'lo
FeoP-r;:il:ts t ErA, Po 160. 

5 5 I i r" •• , p.. 1 6 2. 

Alliance , p . 263, and Miller, 

56DeCondc, E11t-in(l"lin0' :...\1 ~:n P._, p., 269. 



CHAPTER VI 

LATER REACTI01TS 

mhis discussion t us far ~as outl ined briefly and 

indirectly ce~tain p_ases and eve~ts of the French Revolu 

~ion in ·Ihic the r eactions of the A:nerican publ ic to t_ ese 

events could be to some degree dctermi ned o Opposition to 

the Frenc_ Revol tion existed from the vory beginning of the 

Revo_ution , b1t this opposition consis ted of only a minority 

o the p 'bl ic ,, 

Tb2"ee l~ter aspects of the Frenc Revolut ion clearly 

led to changes i_ --merican opinion-the increasing vio_ence 

of t __ e Revol .tion, the tendency toward a theism and their 

doct r:ne of equality$ In regard to the violence of the 

first t __ ree years of the Revolution, it should be noted that 

the American peop_e were not too concernedo Most Ameri cans 

looked upon this violence a s sooething necessary in a revo

lution. Some A:nericans, upon ,_earing of violence occurring 

during the Paris riots were shocked enough to begin que s 

tioning the Revolution, but in general, Ameri cans ·were un

touched by the early v:olence~ 1 However, the execution of 

Louis XVI in 1793 opened the eyes of many Americans tote 

violent nature of the French Revolution and America~ cr iti

cism o t ~ Revolution began to increase rapi dly. But most 

1Jones, America M.d Fr ench Gclt11re, pp . 391 - 20 



of t _e Republicans a _d other French sympat __ izers still 

warnly supported the Revolution. The Reig~ of Terror 

brought abo·t the most violent criticism of the Revolution~ 

Washington 1 s dislike for the Revolution became more 

obvio s as the Revolution contL ued, as he wrote: 

Too~ ch lood has alrea y been spilled in the 
_arn.e of a liberty that forever ·was receding to 
·ustify ent __ siasm for a cnuse so travestied. 
Ge~uine freedo• ·would be best conserved by 
close attention to the i_terests of the U~ited 
States o2 
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John Adams ,,.rrote to Jefferson in Jan a.ry , 1796, that 

- ate wo ld determi _e what happened in Fra~_ce ow, for all 

reasoni _g is gone; passio __ , prejudice, i nterest and neces

sity no ·r govern France., It will take at least a century for 

anything to become permanent in France.3 

Even Joel Bar ow, a devoted revolutionist, beca!Ile 

disgusted with the Reign o_ Terror. For a time, Barlm-1 

halted his political activities in France and once again 

turned to business. By the end of 1794 he stopped making 

exct1ses for the Revolution e.nd no further mention of the 

Revolution is found in his letterso His opinions concerning 

the Revolution probably _ad not changed because he retained 

his fai th in the French and their Revol tion lo_g after it 

had ceased., 4 

2s~ars~ .Geor~e Was~in~ton, Po 198. 

3cappon, The Adat11s-J pf'f~rson Letter..Ii, p. 259 .. 

h. • A Y ' 0" 138 ·,.oodress, c1-n1r8e·~ r,vss~v, p. •~ 
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Jef erson wrote in the yenr 1793 a defense of the 

Fr enc __ nevol ution and its violence: 

It was necessary to use the arm of the people, 
a rrachine not quite so blind as bal ls and bombs, 

t blind to a-certain degreeo A few of their 
c ordial friends met at their han d s the fate of 
their enemieso B t time and trv.th will res cue 
& embalm their menories, ·!hile their poster:l. ty 
•ri_l be en.joyL g that very liberty for L-ich 
they ~o~ld never have _esitated to offer un 
t:'1eir lives., T_.e liberty of the wnole earth 
·wa.s depending on the is sue of the contest, and r:: 
was ever such c. prize uon vith so J_j_ttle b_ood?.J 

As t :_e Re.:.gn of Terro r intensified, there was a correspon

dingly L scrcasin A.rrerica:'.1 reac tio __ o This spontaneous r eac 

tion ·as exploited by :?ederalist pr spagandists and minimized 

as ~uch as poss~ble by the Republicans~ Yet it re~ains a 

mu.te question ho·w much L ... e violer..ce of the French Revolu

tion ·10 :i.ld have a:'fccted Anerican o:o:. ... . ion had no other 

complicating issue a~iseno 6 

The tendency of t ...... e Frenc ...... Revolution to incline 

toward atheism was an importan'- issue in tur __ ing many Ameri 

cans m·ray from the Revolution., Conservative papers in 

America capita l ~ze d upon speeches made and measures passed 

against t· ... e rel.:.gious institutions of France.. The Gazette 

.Q.f the Urited States printed a speech given i n the Conven

tion by Dupont de Nemours, which :::;a::.d that r eligion was a 

manifestation of i norance, ,eakness and superstition. 

· 5Sear~, Geo-r~e :asl-Jjn<=;to.1.,1, p. 1620 

6Brown , '.::he French Rcvo uti on, p .. 101 o 
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Then he cor1fessed that he himself 1-.-3.s an atheist., T _e He11 

Tor.Ji Horilld printed an article /nich revealed that certain 

people in this cou...ritry ,-ranted religion stamped out here as 

it ho.d been in France and t __ ey 1· anted to establish a system 

of reasc __ o r-'l:2.ny o.nti-Christic.n pamphlets were publis~ed in 

A:::'.l.erica and t __ is served to incre2.se alarm over tho spre2.d of 

irreligiono 

T _e A12ro rc>, a pro- French paper, tried to prove t __ at the 

c _arge of irreligio:1 1-.ras ,_nfour._ded y ci tin Article Seven 

of t _e Frenc:i Constitutio_1 which said that the exercise of 

any religious worship can..not e forbidden., T~_e I1.2,ti on'2J., 

~ette stated. that F:,-,o_nce did not ,,.:ant to ' e ruled by 

crafty priests aI'-d no one co _d blo..::1.e ~er .. Later this paper 

approved of French s ppression of the r~nging of church 

bells and hoped t_at it wou_d be copied here, since the 

bells 1.-rere such a noticeable nuis::rnce., 7 

The clergy in general in Ne\· En land was a very influ

ential body. At the begi_..ning of the Revolution, they 

1·:ere not hostile toward it, in fact, they were sympathetic 

to France because of her aid to America and because the 

Fre _ch ,~ere str . . gling for li ber.J...y., At first the clergy 

approved of the attacks on Catholici:::m, but w:1en .c ism 

arose, they becar::.e afraid tat it i~ht suread to the masses 
..:, -

in ~crica, and on this assUc.~ption, their attitude be&an 

7Ha~en, · ConternL)Q.ra:ry Ar11eri..r..s1.n Opinion., pp. 267- 270. 



c .a. gin o 
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Ac.ams wrote t .. at by the end of 1795, all of 1'7ew Eng 

la __ d I s clergy ·was denouncing the atheism of the ncvolut ion 

alon with the Federalistso ai c s Ar;,3. .Q.f R .. o so-: came out 

in 1795 and created a sensatio~ .:.n relibious circleso Yale 

and Harvard were chargGd 'l.·7i t. being hotbeds of irfidelity 

in t_~t s~~e yearo9 

'i' . ...h n. . h' -2.':lOv y J./\•llg -c, preside:.t of Ya::'..e College, i•:as m·rare 

of !ri fide_ p:i.:.losophy' ... :hich ha . been •ridespread among t:ie 

st dents as a result of ts.e Fre:rich Revolution. Dwight 

had this to say of t .e :'.:e7olut-io~1 cmd infidelity: 

At .. o nerio .. as t e b. 12:.10 ___ mind discovered 
such i mpa~ience o: moral restraint, broken with 
so bold a hand the bo .. d o: duty, defied in such 
haughty terms mo~als, religion, a nd the govern
ment o_ G-od 0 10 
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S •. ulim cites contrasting evidence of the Fr ench Revo -

. lution on A:nerican religion.. Bis .. op James Madison, cousin 

of Presiden.!... 1".iadison and a bishop of the Ep i scopal Church 

of Virginia, taught tr:.at the C __ ristian rel igion woul d 

establish a pure democracy throughout the world. 

Its ITo e o Christianitv' d _ain Pillars are 
Equality, Praternity, Justice, Universal Benevo
lence •• o The true xen ~ic for Christia°ii! 
must be a good Democrato i r-

8Bro1.•m, The Frenc.h Revolptj on, p . 131. 

9Adams, New E ~lRni iJJ. the Renuhlic, p. 219 . 

1°:arow::i, The F-rench Reyo 711tiQI1, Po 131 0 

11 S __ .lim, The Ol_d DQ'!.t ... ru .. 0'1, p. 37" 



The French Revolution aro1sed both support and opposition 

from the religious circles in the Uri_· ted States., 

Another fo.ctor i.,:hic:1. ti.:rned many Americans away f!'07 

-'che Revolution was the doctrine of equalityo rrh · - is was, t o 

mar.y ~ eople in America, t:!:G most unaccept2.blc _1ri:1c:..ple of 

t .e Revolutio_ , hO\·:ever, nore th2.n any other doctrine, it 

•:on suppor-'c in A. eric2... Resen-':1:10:r:t to·Kar t.1e doctrine 

of eq_ a~ity is best s·~1.:~1rna-:.~:..zed : these state:ne __ ts fro• 

John -da• s: 

The equ2.li ty of !lat re is • oral and uoli ti cal 
Olli ' I!102.ns t:_at all men 2.re in<lependent o But 
a phys~cal i .eq a_ity, a~ intellectual inequa
lity of the nost serious ~ind is establi shed 
unch nge-'."::)l: by tr..e author of 112.ture; 2.nd 
society h".S a rig .. _t to establ ish any other 
incquaiities it nay jucge necessary for its 
zoodo1 2 

Other A-:ieri cans, po.rticulo.rl:, those of 101.·rer stations 

in life, favored this octrine~ ~~ y people, as has been 

mentioned, tried to ma.~e the French level_ing principles 

popular. An exEnnple of t .i s effort : s fo nd in the 2ctions 

of Ameri can democratic societ~eso 

Th s three broad aspects of the Revolution, i ts violence, 

its irreli ion, and its doctrine of equality served to 

alienate ~any Americans from the French Revo_utione Certain 

other events in America and in France brought abo t furth -~ 

c .anges in t. e atti t des of Ar.ierica __ s towo.rd the Revol tion., 

1 2 John Q. Adams bi~e Qf .Iru:uJ, !dr2~s, Vol. II, PPc 185~189, 
o.s cited "by P-azen , Confe1-rnnr2:ry ~":T7 0_-;1..n OniJ.:1.i.2n, pp. 27 +- 275 ~ 



Fro:1.c . i:n."'"l , ence on Ar:orican politics continued to be 

stroDg. 

The ,rear 1796 •ras a p!'esident·· l election year and the 

Fre. ch were ::..ntensely interested L1 the outcome. ~h9 French 

opposed a t .i term or l, T ~ • • "asningt;on, because ?1.e d::..d not f2.·.-or 

ti.eir ca.1..se Was:C.L1gton had never P'J.blicly 2.ligneo. hi• se_f 

~ith t:9 Fede!'alis~s ~ t ~ost cf ~~0 ~en who~ he selected 

for responsible positions were pro~esse Federelists and 

nostile to F:-2.~ce., not desiring to run for a 

. . d t ~ 1 ft . ' ::;, d l . .,_ . t . .,_ h · v · t;. r e~m, c t;ne -e .era_isv no• i.a ion open vO is ice 

0 · d .,_ J · Ad .i. res_ env, onn o ... s., T~e Repuo_icans crose Jefferson to 

oppose AdaCTs in the presidenti~l c~ .,ai~ of 1796~ 13 The 

French Directory supported efferson bec2 .. se they tho ght 

that he ~o _d be more ~avo~able to F:-ance ., The French did 

not like John Adams, •iho .ad .9 __ ,-12.ys been ho stile to their 

R 1 ~- h d d d .,_. J T . He 'na.d s~a~ed evo Uvlon, a~a a en.orse vne ay reat;yo V V 

that it was ir:!possible to ::na.r~e 2. republic out of twenty 

n~llion atheists., Citizen Ade~, the French li nister to 

America, appealed to the Anerican people to vote for Jefferso~, 

as t~e o:nly way they co ld restore good relations ·.vi th 

~ranee~ ~hat the American people began to ear and resent 

foreign in:lue~ce i3 evinced ·y the electio1 : : Jda~s QS 

President in 1796 . 14 

13i.eona;d D. ,ilhi te, Th<=> FP i ~t...,c;__ S. Stndy 
stratjve Hjstorv , p ., 7. 

1LS.·Iiller, T...3. Fcile~plj_st .SrP, P:?o "i99 - 2COo 



After the election of Jor-~"11 A~la.i:i-, the Frenc:1 thou--;:<:. 

tbe Znited States had doubled t 1 0 crime of Jay's 7::-eaty in 

reb ff iris Fr2.nce for the second ti~e . ··~o-:..•r the Directory, 

the r li '1g bod:,r ir.. r2.r..ce, decided to s:1ow t _e A;"!erica_ s 

the..:.:':' ::.spleas·~.:'e by steppi _g up t:ie se:.:.z'.1.re of A::ner ican 

ves els an by co 11::'...scati.1g t?lei::- cargoes .. In 1':"'rc':1 
c. - ' 1797, 

AI:1erico._ sailors i..'Tipresse b;-f the 3ri ti sh He~ ordered to 

be _ 1 ng i~ t:':l.ey i.•;ere c2.pt1 red by t'.:.e Frer..c·1 s::ips o A_1other 

~rcnch decree i~ 1797 Jrovided t~at if aJy thing of E. glish 

origin ,,:ere fo ,r._d on an .:.~e::-ic2:1 s~1ip, ·':.<ie ves sel and cargo 

,,;ere _ia le to Fre __ c co::1:isc2.tirn ,;::.t_ o .t co::ipensation 0 

Charles c. Pinc_-;:ney, t:1e __ e-\-J A':1ericc.1._ :-Iini ster to Fra:r>"e, 
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-;as or ered to leave the co'J.nt:'y and no new r::iinist er fro;:i 

Anerica ·.ro 0 ld be recci -:ed '.lntil tr:.e =-'rer~ch griev2.nce _ ad been 

redressed e15 Adc ~ s decided to send a cor::.mission o: t_ree 

_en, Charles c. Pinc~:T..ej,- 2.~1d J 01, _ Ha:::-s 1.,:ll, Federa_ists, o.nd 

E_bridge Gerry, a Republica::l, to 7r2.::1ce to work out so~e 

agreer:1ent bet1.-1een the t,,:o natio:-is e T_ e instructions given 

to then 1ere to seek compensation for losses inflicted to 

A.eri can commerce and to free tho 'nited States from th~ 

oo_igatio::n to de.:'end t __ e Fre:1c Viest Ir..o.ies as stipulc..ted 

i~ the ~~eat, o_ A~l..:.a_ce of 17780 They arrived i~ ?ranee 

in the f2.ll of 797, 2.nd 1·:ere net by t __ ree Frerch o.~ents, 

::.ater knmm 2.s X Y and Z 'J:10 demanded a bri e fro;::'l the 

15'T, · ~ .. 
~ .' p. 205. 



.t mericans, c1.s ·well as a lo. rge lo~m for FrcJ.l1ce, 2.s a cond.:i.

tion of negotiations,. Tho Federalist Ministers, who refused 

to negotio.te in t. is manner, returned ho,.1e., The "X Y and Z 

dispatc._es r: 1.-:ero publis __ cd ari.d t_ :_s caused incre2.s0d reac

tion 2.gainst t _e Frenc:1., :Ian:T Arrericans ,,-,ere so sr..oc::ed 

and angry about t~is re~:ff that they ~ere ready to declare 

1•:ar against Fral:ce,. 16 ::any Americans began ch2.nting !r:ldarr:s 

and Liberty 1 rr and n'.:'he Preside:c.t I s J\I-'.rchn beca:::e pop1._ __ ar .. 

ii._ •• one .-rho o.2re to sing a F:,crlch tu:::-ie i:.·ras ::..a be led as an 

enc:;:i~- of the United Sto.tes., t,}1en France continued to ins· lt 

America by c2-,-"::;ur:'..ng A::;.er2.c2..n sh:::..p:.: ~ t~e -ni tcd Ste. tcs s'::;arted 

bui~din0 up her .~ilitary forces, triJling ~~e reg, lar army, 

sending out s: .. ips to C':..pt ire F::-e:.1ch s:1.::.ps o.. .d suspenc:ing 

tne treaties of comncrce and allio. __ ce of 1778., 17 

In June 1798, Adams info::-:::ed Cons;ross t~ at he i:.-.ro 1ld 

not send anothe::- =i.:..ssion to Fr3.ncc ur...less he was 2.ssured 

th2.t t __ ey i:·TOuld be i.-.-e_ - received a __ d respected.. In 1799 

i•, __ en __ e had recei vod this assuranc8, he sent another miss i on 

to Fr anc e ., Thro gh the efforts of this cornrni ssion, the 

Franco - .7erican 1 :c.declared i·rar was bro ght to a close. T_ e 

li~ited States secured its release from the al_iance with 

France by abandoni~ its claim of indemnity for depredations 

co:i..l:li ttcd by Fre ch ships of ,-;ar. The Conventio of 1 SOO 

Po 205 o 



bet,, een Franc e a Americo. terri1inatcd thi s quasi-·.•mr bet·:rec:ri 

F::-ance a_ d :n.er ica. a __ d rcs~ore good relo.tions ·,,1:1ich mo.o.e 

possible the nited Sto.tes' ,.rc:iase of Louisiar:.a th::-ec 

:-,·e2.rs later ., 

•!i th considerable · , s tice, t:1ercfo::-e, John Ada~:1s 
clai2ed that his actio1 in sending a mission to 
F ll.1..i,._ .,__ d . . t ' d .l...b ' ranee ~as ~1~ mosL, 1s1n eres~c ., ~.e mos~ 
c.8ter!:li·,,.,od and t:~e most s-:.~_ccess:;ul of .::.y ,-.-::ole 
li:e ., 1·1 j 

Al ~hOUG-1 t __ is a . t:. - ?re __ cn fgeli:ng towards :::'rane e -:as 

r,~ c~ .,__ eS.,__ ~n J.~e~ic~ ~~r.~ 179° Jrco ~o~e !~Prl· C~n~ ~-~·rer b - ~u.L, 1.., - -- --- .!._ u. -'-- ..,··· u-1,.,1/, ~ = :-i. ___ ~ ~ __ •:::v 

,;aver ed i n their fc.i t_ . .:.n the French ?..evol tion., J oel 3arlo·"', 

·rrote in 1798: 

Whoever will give ~1imself t _e t r ouble of obtaini g 
a competent knoi':ledge of the French Revolution, so 
as to be able to ~-__1_dge it ·,.-i th intell i genc e and 
wei gh the infinite co~plication of diffi culties a~ 
incentives to .,_nGoverna"'...,le passions that have lain 
i n the i·Tay of its leaders, r:r2st indeed be shocked 
at tileir :'ollies e.:1el their faults; but he ·.-ri l l find 
nore occa.sio 1 to 2.sk why they have c oTrL111i tted so fe•.-r ~ 
.1..,n n ·.·'o~· .!.. 11ey ,,_ave co ..,...i+ ···ca so ""anv 1° l, ia, __ \, .... , .__,_ · l.!. ~l- V v . ,lJ. ., O / 

. · 1· Sib:Ld. ? Po 2l.f-6 o 

1 9F...a~en, ContP.~ngr~r· A~erir('L O.J)..:'...r.i.Q.iJ. , p ., 2 3 4~ 



CE-'\.PTE::1 VII 

SUH.KARY AND C01{CLUSIONS 

T e ma: ori ty of t ae eiehtecnL_ century A!llericc.ns •re:-e 

tremen ously i n~luenc d by t~ events o~ the French 3evolu

tiono T~e French Revolution embodied certain pri·~~ i ple s 

wbich the ordinary people o.s i:·:ell a.s the inte_lectD.als of 

.. • erica, could 1....:nderst2.nd and o.d''!:Lre., At the out'.~rea_.;: of 

the Fre:.1ch Revolutio -, most An:J r:'..c2.n peop_e ~·.-e::'e c:~>7mpo.thetic 

al ... ost un ni'"'.lo .sly t01•:ar the Revol:1tion., Cer tain j_::,.lu

ential A:1eric1.ns sJ. c __ as Thonas : e::'forsc _ J a es Hadison and 

Joe_ Bar _o•:r, ent . . us iast:'..co.lly 2.nr o::_Jerly supported the Revo

lution., =-owe·:er, from its beg.:.:r.:..ing, some fe ·r A:nericans were 

skeptica l of i ts principles ~do: t~e methods se to ob

tain French acceptance of these princip:::'..es., For example, 

Joh..11. Adai:-1s ·:as ::.ostile to the 3e70:::'..ution from · t .e very first., 

George ~ash.:.ngto:: and Go ~crneur ~orris were at first skep

t.:.cal of t __ e Revolution a::1d 12.ter became scornf l of i tQ 

Thus, the French Revo_utio __ i·ras both adr.!ired and dislLrnd by 

t_e American public in general ad by the leading contem

porary Americanso 

As the Revolution progressed, American opinion toward 

it beca.r.1e more cl 3ar-c t., This division of opinion cold be 

seen best perhaps, as a split in Has ington 1 s cabine t -a 

di vision w:1ich later deve_oped i nto definite political 

partie s o This di_fcrence of opinio:1 in rego.rd to the Fr8!1Ch 
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Revolutio~ ~ras manifested in Con~ress, in state legislatures 

and in ~he general ptblico 

The ea:'ly yea.rs of the French Revolution brou
0
ht 

about a stre __ gthening of already present pro-French sen":i

::ient; accordL_r,_y, the hostili t: o:' those opposed to it 

:_ __ creased. I-:; '::ieldeci. a treriendon.s degree of influence u_ on 

ti1.e dail, lives of the L:21crican u_ eou __ e _ C rt · · · v e ain .1:::: r _ cans , 

~articularly t~ose af~iliated wit_ the R0 pu~li~an Pc--~,, 
.. ~ • .J- - ~ -- - - ~ ~ .J ' 

began to copy French :'asi:.io~_s and ti1.e ::.-'r e :1.c: ra:ri.ne::' of 

speating an to ·o::..n Freme~- clubs, s1.:ch as the <JC.co bin C __ J_b .. 

Tre Americ n vernac1 _ar beca:no i:-:L .. il trated '\•,i th 1.umero s 

•rord s of Frenc?i origL.; A,.,,erican li 'ccrat re .·as c.o!::'.inated 

•li th t:.e~es based on e ·eri~s of t he Frencn Revolution; ct 1d 

~he American theater frequently prod1cod plays reflecting tte 

French i deas .. 

In the year 1793 American sy:n. a thy t 01.·.rard the Revolu

tion reac.ed its h: ghest peake The year opened with public 

celebrations held in onor of French principles and French 

victories. The fa.I:10 ·.s "Ciyic Feasts 11 .-.rere held throughout 

the land and the rise of dcnocrati c societies, for the pur

pose of noldin pro-French attitude a::1d support in Ar.ierica, 

became 1·ridespread" 

Alt .o .. gh the r2ajority of the AJ1crj_c2 .. ns, i:r.. ,793, still 

favored the French Revolution, certain events occ rred in 

France ,.-,t.ich serve to change t __ e minds of mo.ny Ar:iericans .. 

Lo 1 is XVI was executed ~nd Franco {eclared war en ~nglurd~ 



'.:::~ esc t1·:o events along with the continuing violence of the 

.Rcr1olution, reversed the o:pinior-.s OJ.. numerous Americans 1-rho 

h~d forDerly espoused the ~evolut iono 
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These events ~ot o~1ly a __ ected public opinion, they 

also a~fecte' the co~rso of United S~ates foreign policy, and 

.-;..::Jerica, under the able :!..caders 1ip of George Washington, 

c:ose a policy of neutralityo '.:::his declarat ion of American 

ncu~rality broug:t severe criticis~ from the Republican 

9arty and f:-o::-a the French gove_ rnnent., The Federalists, who 

do~inated Co~r~~ss ~10~ 0 with t~e pro- British --b- ...., ' '---- --o meri cans, 

praised ito The A!:'lerica~1 statement of neutrality was chal

lenged by the Frend~ t~1.rough the actions of Genet, by t he 

Bri•cish fro::i tl1e ter·::is of t:i1e ;;<--Y '.J:'reaty, and by the ... eri

cans in the for~at~o~ of democrati c societieso Neutrality 

p:-cvailed and "- :.c you::.;, u:r.p:::cpa::..~ed nation was not forced to 

exh:tit her i~Qdequ~te Dilitary strengtho 

Dur~~S t~e years 1793- 1794, ~any Americans became 

dis,:-u ;tcd ... Tith t~;.e cot:rse of the evol1;.tion and abando:aed 

ito Three de~inite aspects of the Revolution sarved to with

dra1,; :..:uch A::cric::i.n support fro. it: ~::e increasing violence, 

the atheistic tendencies, and the doc~rine of conplete 

equ.:.lity., 

s~.-ents in America helped separate many de:nocra t s from 

the =re:tic:1 ra::_1{s,. Ti-:c uncrthodox behavior of Frenc:1 ini

s·cers to t."e Lni ted Ctates such as Citizen Genet and Ci ti2en 

b.det, \la.s shocl-;:in6 to ne.r..y :-;:.ericans. Amer icans be car, e 
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f00.rf\::.l of ?re2:c_1 influence, as 1 •• 0as obse r ved in t .e r e sul t s 

o~ t~a election o: 17960 T~e X Y Z inc· dent and the f ollow

L1,s m:c:cclo.red nav.J.l \TG.r beh.0 een France and America caused 

2. zre2t in.:;ren.se of 2:1ti - >::enc:1 bias i n the United Stat es o 

Thus, Hi thi:i t!.e sco~')e of o. a._c::i.de, t:he ma jority op i n ion o_ 

the A;;1crican people toHard t!le Revol ut ion evol7ed fr om one 

of extre::1e ::.oyal ty tou2.rci ~<'ro.nce to one of bitter hostility., 

ff-2v::..ng ex&::1::.._ ed t:-ie relationship bet..veen France and 

A::wrica, p:c·l:::mrily d u~i2.1g 1:;~e yea_ s of the French Revolution, 

o_.e cnn r::a~:e a few ge;_-::.ei,al observations o 

First of all, -~:~crico. ar:.d Frc:.nc e tremendously influ 

enced ar:.d ::'eacted U)On e&ch other neo.r the close o f the 

eighteenth centuryo The second observation is that America n 

public opinion toward the F_enc:h ,.,evolution v a s formula t ed 

and developed to a lar~o exten~ by certain influen~ial 

A::1crican leaders~ lne c~_i:-:.~a oose:,vatio:'1 i s that the Fr ench 

Eevolution was ~~oss:i..'.Jl~· "c::.e greu.test s:::.::.;:;le fa c tor r e s pons i

ble fo:::- ti1e :'.:o::..~, .. ..:.t::..on of America:1 pol::.. ti cal partie s o Four th, 

it exerted a si£ilar in:luence on Lmerica~ fo r e i gn policy by 

ac~ins as a facto~ in deter• inin~ the course i t voul d ta~e o 

F::..ft~"l, the .:1cnolution caused many conte:nporar y . !nericans to 

chn1:,:;e tt.J:..r r::ode o~· li vi~.;, by i:ni ta ting Fr e:'.1.ch customs, 

::..ds~~ a~d social habitso £~other observat i on is that t he 

- ·':..
1 0:i:1ch RevolutioL be~2.me the popular topic of daily conver -

3ations, neJspaper ar~icles, contempo~ary l i terature and 

plQys in AGe~ican tho8ters~ The fin2.l observat i on is tr.at the 
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