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CHAPTI:H I 

I N'r HnDUCT I ON 

Need for the ~tudy 

Even t ho ugh Peewee fo o tball has been an a pp·arent s uccess 

in Gause , ' e x.a s , t he a uthor has been intere s ted in de ermi n i ng 

just how t he boys • pn?'ents f eel a.bout their sons playing at 

t ht s eleme n t ary ap,e l ev e l . 'ho c has be en so Much c on ·roversy 

f om di rferen educ ntors , as to t he advi s ability of boy s 

e l e ven tor~ rteen yea~s of ap.e pl aying football , that he 

eu tho,.. has d ectded 1 t wou l d b e m rth whi l e t o ma 1<e a study of 

t he A1 t ua t on 1n Gause ar d compare the attitudes of t hese 

paren ts n~atnst t he attitudes o f sor'.'le t hcr au tho'l"it1e s on 

t hl s subj ec t . 'f he a •i t ho,. fe t'! l ~ t hat t he pa "'ents ' att,l t udos 

on t h s quAst1on 1s t he par amount cons1de a t i on : and as f a r 

as he can ascertai , no rese arch has b oen done a n r- this line. 

As f ar as t he a•; l.hol"' i ~ con cerned , th:l. s t htJsie , in h e l ping to 

prove t he advl sabi 11 t y or- 1n adv1sab111 ty o f Pe c~we e f ootball , 

may d e t e rmine his c o·1~se of act ion in fu turo ooac t. ng e i t ua 

t i ons . I t also . iay f ve someone al e some t h i ng t o r eview 

b ef ore setting t,p a n t-,lmnentary school athle tic prog ram. 

·.,:he t ro b l em 

'.· tetement of ~ £'..!2.!?.l~!J!• r eewoe f o o tball orig inated 

1n Ga use , a s :"'l all ootrr1un1t y in oent,...al 'rexaa , 1n 19h9. Gause • s 
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population is S;ip rox1.mately fi f t y per cent whi t e and fifty 

per oent colored. 'lho Gause wh1 t ~ hig h school studtmt.s ore 

t T"ansported to another town , thoroforu, t · ere is only one 

elornentat"y school for hites , lncluuing eigh g r ades , a ltho Ltgh 

the colored sc· ool hos both ol e~nentay,y and high s ct.i.ool . i he 

e nroll.men 1n the whi t e elomen La'l'."y school is usua l l y about 

one hund ad and f f te en students 1n the eight gredos . P·eewee 

fo,-,tball is p l ayed \Ji th tH,Bif")lt limit ns we ll as ag e nn d 

r r ade 11ro1 ts . A boy r,u s t ha n e l ement e r-y school , { g rade a 

one through e1 p;h t) , n0t ovor f ourt eon y e ars of B'7o , and -~u8t 

not wei r h ove r one hundf"ed pou nds . S nee we'l.ght is c onsidered , 

a boy -w 11 nov er have to pl ay arai.nst a.nothet- t hat out- weighs 

ht~ to a Preat O(tent . ~ract cnlly overy boy in the a~e , 

r,, rndo , ai·d ~. ai /!ht limit pa tici?atos in Pe ewee football in 

Gause , and the girls . with few e xceptions , ar e i n the 1'ep 

Squad , t he,-.eby hnv1ng a part in all g.me s i n W l) ch the boys 

play . In tho a ut en .. • a perao,,al op nion , Po ,;wee f otbo.11 ie 

benef1 c1al t o e l omentury boys 1n any school, but it is his 

bel! a f that 1 t .hus pr-o ved f po.rticular bene.fi t to th '? sci.,ool 

in ~aua e and to the town itself. Until 1949 , Oause had no 

athletto program of a ny kind , nor did t ho acnool or unity 

py,ovide e. r y t ype of suoervlsed reoroatlon fo r 1.t. s younp; 

peop l e . Peewee football has he l ed to solve th1 s o r oblem 

fo r bot h t he boys a nd r,, T'le and hes provided a MU ual interest 

1n w:1_ ch both the school end COl"'i!"1un1 t y co r sha!"e . 



3 

Ibis study has been mnde (1) to ftnd out now Uie at

titades of he boys• oarents compare w1 t tl · he attitudes of 

edu ce.tors on boys fron eleven t o fourteen yoars of are playing 

Peewee football ; and (2} tne eff ect , if any , that laying 

footbal l has upon the r adee Made d,ring the time the boy 

is r,byinp: football , c ompared with the i:o"rndes he mal{os when 

he is not playin--·- .foo t ball . 

Impo~ta.-· ca of ~ ~udy. By gathe-r nr. data from the 

par>ents of' b ys t hat have al eady played from one to three 

years of Pe ewee football in Ele:"'lontay,y sc, ·jool , rmd a o the 

opinions of the d fforen t wr1t~~s t hat have done r esearch, 

the author c an thereby co...,pure var-yinp- op1 n 1,ms o n th:l.s 

qut'lst on. 'l'here is a doubt in Many peoples• rnlmls wi.otnor 

G boy fr-om eleven to fourteen years of a ge should be allowed 

t o participate in footbal l act1v1.ty as played in oowee fo J t -

all . As for as the author can a s oel"tain , n,~re ha never 

been r esearc h done on this particular p roble m, ond very little 

has been written on it in any fol"Ill ; thorofore , al~os all of 

my 1nf oT'mat .. on w 11 be te ,rnn wt thout the atd 0f nr1or o Jin1on 

an d r e seQl'"ch. I t will be 1--iportant to ftnd out just how tho 

pa.rents foel towaro tho .,.. b0ys playlnr Peewee footbal l , ar.d 

thttough t he author ' 1.nterv _et .. s w1. ttl them, and p usentlng 
'· 

them with the ques t . onnaires , that infonnat i on wi ll be found . 

Delim nat ion 

Thi s study is 11..,1 ted to T eewee football p layers in 

Gause and the1T" :->Brer ts , and u . t i c es t :mt hav e b oon wrltten 



on the subje ot of boys or· from el even to four teen years of 

a p:e p l ay1nr intersehoo l a t hletics . 

f'ou ce o f Data 

4 

The data for t h s t hesis was acquired by seridtnr: out 

q 1 e stionris 1,-.e s to par>ents of football pl ay(')r s to deterrn ne 

t heir attitude towat"d the!-r childre n part t cl pati P-P. 1r the 

football gnmes and what good, if any, their boys der i ved from 

this nart1cipa ti. on . 'lh e Peewe f 0otbal l p layers ' p- rades 

we· .. e obtained from the school records of Gause to de te mine 

the gr>ade averar,e of t he Peew ue f ootball pl ayora b efore and 

afte r f ootball s oas 0n , and t hese p: ados c ompared . Ot he r 

op i nions were r eceived from a rticl e s tn magazt nes and otht-) r 

pe.~ers , and were co:-r:pared w1 th the opinions of t he pa rents 

o f r e 1;wee football plnyere in Gaus e , 'l'exas . 

Pr ooeduro 

Mas t of the oata 1r,as seou r ed f r om Gause, s1 nee Peewee 

football orig inated in Gause t hree yea rs ago . A rief 

hiPtory of Peewee football , why !twas started , and i n• 

format i.on received frr,111 f . G • Wea.fer , the d ,-.ec tor of the 

Mi l lt howl I nc • ., a nd t he rnan r-osoonsible fo~ the b ng lnnlng of 

Peewee football 1n 1'exas, wi 11 be f! i von to oxpl ai.n t o t he 

J"ender why t he author .fel t t ha t Gauso should be t be pl eoe to 

ma>e a euwvey of t h e att1 tudos toward Pe ,.:wee footbal 1 . Mo ot 
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of t he parents have a boy that not onl y has played ono year 

of Pe ewe e football , but t hree years , t herefore th eir opinion 

should be rated hi ghly . The author has been coach of t he 

Gaus e Peowee team t he last two years and he feels the need 

of finding out t he attitudes of t he peopl o of t he community , 

to determine the advisability of continuing this sport 1n 

the elementar schools . The author personally intervi ewed 

every parent of Peewee f ootbal l pl ayers , and had them answer 

a questionnaire . 

Ultimate Ob j ectives 

1 . To find out various attitudes toward t he relatively 

new field of Poewee football , as played in Gause . 

2 . To compile data for readers who might be interested 

in the reactions and attitudes of tho players' parents in 

Gause , the first town to initiate this type of football , so 

that t hey might be governed a ccordingly , if t he y planned to 

start footbal l in t he elementary school under similar circum

stances . 

3 . To d e tormine , as far as ~he records show , if pl ay

i ng Peewoc f ootball effects the players ' grades . 



CHAPTER II 

RLVI LW OF 'l'I! f!. LIT LR; 'TIJRE 

Since t he f ootba ll proc ram in elementary sch ool is a 

rela. tively recent idea , there ha s been very 11 ttlo research 

do.:10 on t he subject. However , it would appear from t he 

limited number of articles which have been published t hat t he 

authors are united in their viewpoints a gainst t ho idea of 

boys of t his a ge enga gine i n a compe titive football pror,r am . 

In an articl e entitled " Objections to Compe tition ," 

l•.dwin B. Henders on states the foll owi n g poi n ts re garding 

olementary boys participating in competitive sports: 

One ob j ection to institutinb oven a minor 
competitive form of competitive s ports is t he 
fact that the plan may involve tho ' varsity • 
typo team. This implies t he se lection of the 
best pl ayers in the school f or t he team monopoly 
of t ho pl ayfiol d or court f or use by tho t eam, 
and t ho entirG timo o' the teacher- coach f or this 
one broup . M ny educators envision i nheritin g the 
evils of this form of special iza tion , such as 
exploitation of the team in the effort to pro
duce winners , enc oura gement of spectatorship , 
and undue emotional t enaions . l 

Mr . Henderson2 cited a plan of competit i ve athl e tics 

1 ti'.iwin a. Henderson , 0 0b j ections to Compe tition," 
American Associati on f or Ilea lth and Phys ical f-~ucation and 
Re crea tion Journa l , 22 :21- 22 , June , 1951 . --

2 
I bid ., P • 24 . 



7 

with wh ich an elementary school of Wash ington , D. C. has 

succ essfully experimen t od t he past six years . There 1s no 

"varsity" t eam re res en tin g th e school . The or caniza tion 

of t h e plan in part is as follows: 

1 . Prior to each s ports season a "team" is formed in 

oach upper - c;rade hom room . Of the boys in such a classroom, 

most of t~ern become players or substitutes . This team re 

mains intact as a playing unit throug,hout the season of the 

sport . One strict rule is observed-- thor e can be no borrow

ing of boys fron any other room. 

2 . intramural schedule of play is set up for t he 

teams ln each r.;rade l evel . These tea.ms play at recess periods 

or durin£, physica l edu cation periods or at clos 0 of school . 

By a certain date t he best fifth r.,rade team and t ho bes t 

sixth grade team must bo chosen . These t\vO teams r epr esent 

t h o school in a simpl e ellmi n tion aeries arran gad for the 

schools within a nearby area or re eion . dnte is sot early 

in the season for t ho re e;ional championship of each grade to 

meet i n a simpl e elimination for the city champ i o ship . Each 

losing team plays only once , whi l e the city winner would pl ay 

not more than four or fi vo r;ames . 

3 . The organization f or e l emen t ry school athletics 

consists of reprosentativos from each building who meot in 

Sep tember , elect of ficers , organize connn1tteos , and plan for 

t he yoar ' a schedule . Besides t he athl etic experiences gained 
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by tho b<rJS nd t .e s lr!lls av • rovod, othor o ost v lue.olo 

outoo., ca have boon demons tr ted . Man bo• has boan r e-

hab l ... tated ho was tru n t or c · roleoo abou t school c-

t1v1t1oa . As mpllne, caoo atudy ho.a re ealod t hat hundr ods 

of bo # v& found Ge ter 1ntorost i n school a. d ho.ve hown 

orriar' · blc nd v dual cl" roe t or r o or.n . tion . 

~r . ITendera on3 fe olo 1n order t o p e d t he t .... mo of 

p al 1 educ.at on t oachora equitably among 11 children , 1t 

is osaont1al to d velop o. balanced pro m which reachos t ho 

child o is p ys c · lly bolo par , the a o~ ~e " ou ~;stor , nd 

t he ph a1cally •·1fted outl • Ho bal1ove s t :·:a t i n tcrsc ~ool 

a t u otica 111 tond to direct major atton t -on to tbe s c .ool 

toarn nd llo 'I 1 t t o monopolize teaohor timo nd pb:ts1co.1 

oducu tion fa c l t es . 

oblom, e r . Uon<\oruon st tos: 

Coucbos should g1 vo s or1oua thout.,ht to tho 
educa t1on l 1rnp11oa tions of choosi .• the boot 
ma t er i l for dovolop n 6 w1nn1 :1i,; teamo hi l e 
s ido- otepp1nc tha i-- res ons b1lit for the uvor-
a ee .d low- skill otuder ts . This co.:1not bo ju t fied . 
Intersoh ool atblot cs aro not for tho glor1f1o · tlon 
of coach ny !.!Oro tl1Gn t ho:, uro t or t!io l;lor f ca t1on 
of n ono plu.yor . , y man 10 dovolo o nd axplo~ ts 
t he sk!lln of " fe aelocto<l t udent to build up 
bis own r oput t on ·b l o nc gl ecti i:; t tw no cd a of 
ma. · students • s L,"Uil t of a cr1mo 1n tho m1!:l0 of 
educa tion h1ch should not bo tolor ted . 

3 Ibid .• • 21 

4 Io d . • >• 22 ; 
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There seems to be ieneral a ; ro emont t hat tho practi ce 

of highl compotitive athletics for e l emen tary school pupils 

is contrary to sound educational princ!ples a~d is often 

detrimental to tho .1oa l t ~ and safety of the partici pants . 

Taylor Dodson wrote the f ollow1:1.c concern ng ol emcntary 

boys playing football and other s ports at this earl y a ge : 

Interschool athleti cs should bo confined to se~ior 
high schools . They are inappropriate in tho elementary 
and junior hi&,h scho.ols . Prom t ho point of view of 
health it is i mportant to remember that children of 
t his age are i n a period of rapid change in size an 
in emoti onal and social adjustment . There is a t this 
a ge only partial ossification of bone s , with a healing 
hazard after injur~ that cannot be disre garded . Relia
blo obs ervers fe e l that t h is is o.lso a time wh en the 
individual is particul arl y vulnerable to i n juries . 

In general , medical pe rsonnel and educators are 
a 3raed t hat there are raal values i n properly conducted 
physical activities . Not only are these activitios an 
aid to ph sical development , but they also offer a 
fin e opportunity tote c h cooperation , loyalty , leader
ship , and other worthwh l e qualities . However , in a 
democracy one ca.:1.not justify restrictin3 t hese bone 
fits to t he few ~ 10 will ge t to pl ay on t he first 
t oa~ . Tr.e primary obligation of t he public school is 
to provido opportunity for all children to learn the 
l e sson to be tau[,h t on the playing fi eld nd in t ~1 e 
gymnaslwn. T".:11s does not mean that t he physical l y 
t:;ifted cbild should be no r l e cted . It mere l y indica. tes 
that such children sh ould not be r,ivcn a disprooortion
a.te share of the time and fa ciliti es ava1lable . 0 

t1r . Dodson6 b eliev s that t he solution to the problem 

lie s with school administrators . They must s ecur~ only 

5 '£aylor Dodson , 11 Ll ernen tary Interschool Athlo tics , " 
School i ctivitie s , 23 :35 , October , 1951 . 

6 Ibid ., P • 36 . 

ESTILL LIBRARY 
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qualified physical educa tion teac hers to handle the athletic 

pror;ram in the hi gh school and t he el0mentar:, school , when 

specialists are e::nploycd to ass1s t the cl ssroom teachers 

with physical education . The administrator must also provide 

adequate facilities , equipment , and supplies with wh ich to 

conduct a broad program of bysical education a.ctivi ties, 

s uch as rhythms , games , r elays , stunts , an d out1n e; activities 

for all boys and girls . :,-ir . Dodson further states as foll ows: 

'rhe pro e::;ram of instruction in t h e basic skills 
of ~~ny activities should bo suppl omen t ed b) supo r 
v1sed freo play and rocrcational opportLuiities of 
t he child ' s own choosing . To satisfy the compe ti 
tive urge of el emen tary schocl chi l dr en , an extensive 
intramural program sh ould be plannod and conducted 
with ample opportunities provided for- student loader
s h i p in such capacities as squad leader , ca ptain , 
scorers , umpire or referee , grounds keeper , and 
tournament rns.na r.cr . It is through such learninr; 
by- doine activitie s t hat 1e develop t he true demo
cratic s pirit of l ead ing and f ollowine in turn , ac 
cordint~ to the demands of the situation. Only by 
positive action on t ho part of administrators and 
teachers ca.n we moe t t he need of safe , sound and sane 
educational opportunities for ea ch chi l d according 
to his maximal potent1alities . 7 

hl me r D. Mitchell expressed bis view i n t he following 

statement : 

The cas e a r alnst Junior Hi gh School inter
scholastic athletics contends t hat physiolo6i cally , 
psychologically , s ociological l y , economi cally, and 
educ tionally , the movement is wr on g . In 1 938 
the Amuri ca.a Associati on for He al t h , Physical tdu
ca tion and necreation, afte r consultation with 
t he National tducat ion Association and t he Am6rican 
Medical As s ociation, passed a resolution c o!l.d emn1ng 

7 Ibid., P • 36 . 
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tbe practice of inter- school athl etic competition 
below tho senior bigh school . '11tlis rosolution , 
approvod a ca.in in 1 946 , states t h e case : ' Inasmuch 
as pupils be l ow the tenth grade are in the midst 
of the p6r1od of most rapid growth , with t he con
sequent bodily weaknesses and ma ladjustments , 
partial ossification of bones , mental andemotional 
stresses physiological rea.djustmonts , and t he like . 
Be it t her efore , Resolved , that t he leaders i n the 
field of physical education should d o all in 
t heir power to discoura ge interschool competition 

8 at this a ge l evel becaus e of its strenuous nature . ' 

Mr . r.a tcholl9 states that physiologically , the r;rowing 

boy is apt to be harmed , s1nco his heart and powers of en

durance have not aa yet caught up with his increase in size 

and wei ght . He states that sociologically , the elementary 

school athletic movement is re 01ment1ng our youth in their 

early teens . Lc onom1cally , l:lr . Ia tchell feels t h e s ystem 

is wrong , since t he s el ection of a few early- matur1n6 

ath l otic stars is mado at the expense of a sports pro0ram 

for all tho pupils . Lducationally , Mr . Mitchell believes 

t hat the elementar period is one of orientation and intro

duction to all subjects , lcavin5 specialized pursuance to 

t he senior hi gh school and coll C:l ge years . 

8 Ll mor D. Mitchell , " "rhe Cas e gainst Int e rscholast i c 
Athletics in Junior Hi gh School , " The l:ducation Digost , 
17:4 6- 49 , March 1 952 . 

9 Ibid ., P • 50 . 



Ci.A TE.H III 

HiftTORY OF P[E,Wf f FOG'l'BALL 

Listeners to t he brondcaats of l adio f tat1on ,FAA, 

Dallas , recently hea~d Ral h Widman , spor ts dtroctor of the 

statton say , "A city ls not measurod by the sizo of its 

buildinr. s , but by the ql.1 al1ty o.f its poople . In my books , 

the biggest c t y in the world 1s Gause , '1'0xas , U. 8 . A. 11 

Gause , an almo s t fo rgotten hamlet :tn oontral Texas ar1 d almost 

unt0uched by the prosperity of recent industrialization, t hus 

~cached a point in fa~e that had been undreamed of ns several 

pe!·ier-at i ons of Gauae folks watched firs t their ban i{ then other 

bus tr esses dt sa,;pear. 

'; hat wae the ceuse of the r ovivo.l of the convnWlity? I t 

was 'lhe Milk Bowl , which was desc:ribed by Jinx 'l'ucker , sports 

editor of ' hs ~ ~ - 'I'ribune as II just abou t the mos t im• 

por-tant aports event in 'l'-,xas for many years . " the Mi lk Bowl 

was the f irst annual bowl ga~e for "sr'lall fry p l ayers , " played 

at Cameron , 'l'exas on Dece"l'Jb r 10 , 19h9. All playe,-.s were 

req111red to be under one hundred pounds nnd not over fourteen 

y "'l ar-a of age . 'l'wo t c a"!l s of rural youth p layed , one from Gau o , 

'l'exas and the other ft"Om f- t:1n Sab a : the final score 20- 7 1n 

f avor of San f.aba . 11 tho featur es of a b1R- tima bowl r, ame 

were present --play b y play broadcast over a Ma jor- station , 

holf- time act v1t1ea, and other co l or-ful f eatures . S1gn1ficantly , 
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a nat onal ma.rmi'act \lt-er a d for the rs.d i o t ime , and bidding 

n01-1 p-oes on for radio r . ght s . NBC t ie- ups 1s in prospect. 

'lbe ~rune has ,..esultod inn wove of enthus1e.s~ for 

junior footba~ l ln 'l'exaa . ~1ore t han that , it has caused 

Tex:as f a:Mn fol ks t o take an riter c st tn the oxtre.- eu'"ricular 

sotlvit1~s of the s chool s , end has brought about a study of 

the r e creat~onal and community no eda of ru~al ooromun1tios . 

I t may s oon caur.e a state-wide, official study and a nories 

of con1"'er ence._ on wha t may be don.e in rural 'loxes to deve l op 

comnuni y- centored aetiv1t1es for persons of all ages . By 

beginni ng with the interest i n football , the ~romoters :I the 

bowl b.ave done more fo .fa:rm youth than has b e en aooornp l ished , 

thue fe.r, by Cr")ns:tderation <, f 11 b l ue prints" for cotr1nuni ty 

un flont1 on nnd r ecreation . 

In 1949 the fsmous Mi l k Bowl began i n a S"nall way but 

1'J1•.~i~ r. u 1 7, p u.-po,rn . 'l ho Gnuf'e scnool had b een w t hout men 

toPche-ra .for oVHr n de c ad e . 1'h e re we r e no o. thl e t 1os. 1he 

passing of the Otlmey,- A:Udn 13111 and a ·1bsaquent r a s i nr, of 

salarie brought in men toa.chel"'e . Boon he '10Ow p ,-1 sture 

c arn:>Us" wns cle ared and fnotball p,.actioe was begun. \;h en 

the C0\"!",1•1un1 ty s aw 1 t s boys p laying ,.n ovar-alls and t1we t sh1 :rts 

(meny of the people and most of the boys had never seen n 

football r, ame) , a collecti on was taken ror un1forme . ~von 

t hou?;h several l ads we r o inclined to run the \,,if'On g way \>:l th 

the ball and one of t hem actuall did , the l"'Ur11l boys p l ayed 



a r.i:alnst city tear1s and won smashinf v1.c t orios . 'I·hen , Mra. 

eafer, twen ty- f our year old hous ewife and mother o five 

chi ld!"f.m, sug€~ ested a bowl g ame fo r- peewees to nnlph Widma n , 

spo r ts di.'l"oo tor of WFAA! w:i. th tha au~po t of t :u1t stat1on , 

~ -pal las Hornt ng ~ , ~ We.co ~ - 'I' r ibune , and other 

ae;encif}s in te~as , t he bowl ,.1as p omot ed and h'On en t husi astic 

acclaim t hrough he state. 

•rwo e1gn1f 1ca.n t devolopments have talcen place recently . 

Several Southwost Confc:.,rence atL1 letio directors hove indi ca ted 

w1llingnesa to have peewee gm"l.0 s pl ayo d as ? r e limi nari e s to 

the regular go,r1cs of tne conference , thus opon ng the way to 

t he pr _0r1ot on of paewt'le football to r ur a l recrea t io ·, on an 

unp~acedented s ca le . 

'l'he Gouce Peewe o::i have plnyed tli:r-ee years of football , 

playing a s chedule of ei. ,rh t ~rune s per s eason. They have made 

bu13 tr1 ;:> a as i'ar as one hundred and seventy miles to play 

oppoetng tam~s . One trip was made t o ~11Fore in East Texas . 

tald.ng fl'l&ny o f t he boys <>':t t of Hi l am County fo r t he f 1 t-st time , 

and r iving a l l of th0111 the t~ firs t si P"ht o f "th ~ world ' s 

lat-ges t oi l f 1 ol d . " 'l'hey W8!"•~1 1mpr e s eed with the o1ty f:l lled 

wi t h toweP1ng oil derricks, as well as wi t h thei r 1·trs t e x

perience of an ove:rn ght s tay i n one of t he local ho t e ls . 

These new exper19ncos were mado oompl ote by tho Gau ~c team' s 

doc 1ni ve v 1ct o:i-y ov er t hl'J Kilgore e l omentary t eam, Y. i l gore 

being undefeated in three year 's of f ootball p l ay . 1he trip 
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made by the Gouse teBri to Sr1n !"' aba 1n Host Te:xns , which took 

them fartherest from h·,me , o.lso pnovlued the b 0ys wi t 11 more 

"f .r>st" experiences an<J t hl'ills , h p;hl1ghted by a police 

escort into town, compl~te wit h si ens . 'I'he game wac pl ayed 

in the Son ~aba Pecan Bowl , ond cons s ted of elaborate halr

t1me nct .... v1t1o v, including the crowning of a diminutive 

"queen" who pr esided over the howl festivitie s . A receptlon 

and "feed" following the gane compl eted the entertainment 

fol" the Griuae ae;g eati on. 'l'hes e t wo trips are Si[rhtcd as 

e YS."1 lf3£ due to their unus unlnes s 1n elo:men t11ry school circl e . .. 

ri vernight trt.pa and f0 otba.l l fanfare of this t ype hove in th& 

past b-ean res~r>ved for- only high school ana c ollert teams . 

" ince tl'm or1glrlal Mill-. Bowl gRtM, , the bowl clas ~10 has 

bee~ played in a di f ferent c!ty ench year . The 1950 Milk Bowl 

prune t ,?ok place n Baylor ... tadluro unil e1• the s ;:>onflorsh1p of 

th8 w 110O Jun 01, Chamber, of Commerce . A Mexia Peewee team 

played against a tew O~lcnns ?eewee team. 

Tho 1951 l-lilk Bowl had a l l the fanf'are of a "big league" 

footbnll ~ome , brinr, ing .tcc other a colorful Indian t orun from 

Sequoyah Vocat i onal School, Tahlequah , Oklnhoma and the Hed 

Ha1d ers from 'l'horndale , 'I'exas . These two outstanding teams 

met on Mc""-ueen F e ld in I;arlin, 1'exas . There wor0 bnnds , 

full pross coverar,e , broadcasts , and even root1on picture and 

telev1.s1on ct1r1eras . Jacqu~r, A. J accnrd , movie wr iter , pro

ducer a•-• d di r e ctor, was pr>osent , mak ing scenos f rom thn game 
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t o be used in "The ~ 13 w to y, " a film ased r,n the 

un or clas s .c wh_cn 1s now in the mak ng. feve a outs t and

ng figu ~s in the sports wo~ld w tnessed the ger:e s ne euasts 

of tho !{a 11n Junlo Cha be of Comroe ce , the moot notable of 

whom was Jim Thorpe, O rm io star and all- t 1me footba 1 grea • 

'l h · . game also attr ctecl many outhwest Conference footb 11 

s tars , and such well-•kn wn industrial and ol t cal f gures 

as Jesse ,Tones and . • R. Cu en. The Go.use P e 1ee teo.rn was 

al o ab guest , as 

s nee t he or g ina one 

t has b oen at each ~uc ceos1ve garoe 

n which it took part. 



Data From Peewe e Foo t ball Pl y ers ' Gr ades 

The auth or ba s cornpil atl the ._:;rs.de s 1~ade y t h e Peewee 

football pla ·ers duri g l 'J5O- l 951 and 1951 - 1952 school year . 

The grades made durin ), t he fall s cm ste1~ a nd s pr1nr, semester 

are tabulated on Tablo I . Football i s pl ayed durin i the fal l 

semester . It was found , for t he school year 1';150- 1951 , t ha t 

the grades :uado by a l l of t he tw enty students did n ot vary 

enoue}:l to show any d e f i nite evidence that pl a yinc fo otb 11 

affectea. thsir f_;rados . 'l'he over- 11 total shows t hat the 

::1ajority of t t1e students made bo t tor grades after ootball 

eas on was ov r . Ou t of t i:w twe1t studon ts who wore checked , 

fivo · de better sradcs durinG t he footbal l s ea. s on , f i ve l'1 de 

better ~rades af t e r footb ll seas on , a~d t en :i.ad no change 

ir t h eir gr a c'l.ea . I n t he 1051- 52 s choo yo r , out of t he 

sa;~a twen ty s tude nt::i, e lovon ma.de better r; r doa after foot

ball season , e1 Ght .made b e t ter grades dur ng footballs a son, 

a~d one had no change :2.n his f::.rades . The f ollowing tabl e s 

based on points received during f ootbal l sea son and after 

season . So~e bo,s were carry ne mor e subje cts in the 1951 - 52 

Bchool year t han otber boys , bu t oach ind ividual boy carried 

the same amount after t he season was over as he di d during 

the s eas on . Thr~ ., points were givon f or an A, two fo r ~3, 

one point f or C, and no point s were all owed f or grades belo 
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C. Ea ch boy ' s name is ~iv011 an& t hen a t otal of al r,ra es 

is givn~ at t he bottom of t ~o t abl a . 

1. 
2 . 
3 . 

• 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
C • 

10 . 
11. 
12 . 
13 . 
14 . 
15 . 
1 6 . 
17 . 
1 8 . 
1 c. v. 
20 . 

•r AL'Il: I 

GRADES r.!AD E Dtrm:rn ;lJ~D AFTER FOOTBALL s ·· SON 
105O- il and 1 9G - 52 

r Sc1ool Year 
ame 1950-1951 19 

}'all Sp· ng }'a ll 

rfaJne JunGs 
,,, 
I 1 2 14 12 

Da ve \"ilson 7 7 1 0 9 
Don 1.lc Ra.in' 10 11 1~ 1 3 
Sill Ruddick 1 0 7 1 3 17 
\'iu.~'11 Al.for·d 15 r, v l ·l 17 
John T. Moore 1 9 1 6 1 3 17 
Audie Crockett 1 6 14 16 14 
Gene Shaw 11 14 14 1 6 
Hubert Lanc:.e t) 17 11 10 
Bobb Lindsey 21 21 21 21 
.oobb - J . Wilson 12 14 13 14 
Joe Baggerl J l 1 4 15 13 
Joe G. Moo 0 21 21 17 18 
Don r::ack va1s o:i 1 6 1 6 25 29 
Donal d Vv · t t 7 7 15 19 
Ja:r.ies Todd 10 10 1 6 18 

'V ,i:.1 er RuC:dick 6 G lf: 1 7 
Don l d l ord 14 14 20 25 
GHrl an La.n ;;e 1 5 1 r.· 21 25 
Edward Homeyer 1 5 12 20 9 

Tota l 264: 2 63 314 33 

Da t a from Par~ . ts 

Slnct'l ths dis covo y of the po.re ts I u ttitudcs c or~corn1ng 

- ls subj ec i;:,; he ch:uf co c e r n oJ.' thi ost:1a.rch , t :~o aut h or 

consi ers t h es e op i nions nd t 1ei r omp rlso;."l 01· ru.r:iount 

portanc o . &lr.ce :c~0 pa c1 t s uro mor~ .t'a.ro liar wit 1 the 
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child 's r eact i on to outside i ni' l uenc es , it is as sumed tha t 

t hey can produce a more ncourate picture of the si tuat i on as 

i t ex i s ts f or t heir child t han can physical educa tion t eac hers 

and coaches . 

Parent s i ndicat e that t hey are in f avor of continuance 

o f Peewee football and f eel that it is defini t e l y a n aid to 

t he educat i on of t he ir ch i l dr en . 

The f i r st t wo questi on s i n t he que stionnaire to parents 

dea l with the in terest element in regard to Peewee football . 

Tab ulation of the r esult s of t he answers to t he se quest ions 

clearl y i ndicates that Peewee foo tball is enjoyed by t he stu

dents • . In fa ct, 100 µe r cent of t he parents f eel t hat ~eewee 

football has he l pe d keep t he ir ch i l d i n school . 

In reg ard to student i nterest, it might b e added here 

t hat t he boy s are n0 t t he onl y one s benefited i n t hi s r espect. 

The girl s , t oo , have rec eiv ed s i ~ ilar stimulation as a r e s ult 

of t he sport m ich has ~r eatl y added t o their school spirit 

and added zest t o their school li f e . This int e r est is ex~ 

h ibi t ed particu l arl y in t he sixth to e i gh t h g r ade gr oup of 

g i r ls . 1d th the introduction of footbal l i nto the i r school, 

t he girl s i mmedi ate l y organ ized a p ep s quad; s chool colors 

were c hos en , pep squad uni fo rms obtained , and ye ll practi ces 

and pep rallie s i naugurated . 'l'he g irl s thems el ves t ook on 

n ew life, as d i d t he entire s chool . A new and no t ic eable 

pride i n t heir s chool resulted from t his new interes t . The 



20 

girls a r e t he te am ' s mos t ardent supporters . They are loudl y 

present at each game , including t hose games play ed out of town . 

An extra bus i s alway f'.1 prov ided .for t heir transp ortation to and 

from the game s . 

Table I I points ou t t he i n t er est shown by the students in 

Peewee foo t ball . It also br: ng s. ou t the fact t hat Peewee 

:football caus es t he child to enjoy scnool more . 

1 . 

2 . 

'.!.'ABLE II 

CHILDHEN ' S I N1'ERI~ST H 1 PhEWEE FOOTBALL 
AS GI VF.l\ BY PARENTS 

Yes 
(1uestion Num- Per Num-

ber Cent ber 

Is your c hild interested 35 100 0 
in Peewee f ootball? 

Does s uch athletics ma k e 35 100 0 
your child e njoy school 
more? 

No 
Per 
Cent 

0 

0 

The next t h r e e qu es t i on s tak e i nto co nsider ation t he 

e.ffect of ?eewee .football upon heal th. •r ablE> I II whi ch 

.follows g ive s convi ncing evidence t hat parents fee l Peewee 

football i s valuable to health . Much of this information is 

b a sed on ob s ervation rather t han sci entific exp erimentation . 

Since h ealth is one o.f the le ading f e a t ures of a well- planned 

physical ed ucat ion pr o~r am , l e aders i n t he fi eld s hould be 



proud of the answers given in Tab l e III . Ari s totle1 names 

heal th as the mos t important of all bod i l y virtue s . 

TABLE III 

PA '1 ENTS' OPINI ONS OF \· HA'l' P I~EWEE F OOTBALL 
T'> OES FO R HEAL'I'H 

Question 

3. Do you think that Pee
wee Foo tball causes 
inj ur y to health? 

4. Has a physi cian ev er 
told you that play
ing footbal l causes 
inju r y to heal th? 

5. Do you think that 
p l aying f ootball 
helps the health? 

Yes 
Num- Per 
ber Cent 

1 2 . 9 

1 2 . 9 

33 

Num
ber 

34 

34 

2 

No 
Per 
Cent 

Qu estion six ask ed t he parent Q i f t hey h nd a ttended a 

Pe ewee football g ame to watch their s on p l ay . Out of the 

t hl rty~f i ve who an swered t he ques t ionnaires , al l but one 

parent had seen the i r son play. 

21 

The parent inter es t in Peewee football in Gause has 

b een especially gratifyin g . These par ents are avid spe c

tator>s and fo llowers of thei'!9 t eam and a t t end all ou t -of 

to~m g ame s i n r,r eat numbers . This intere st i s shared by the 

1 J . F . Williams and c. L. Brownel l, The Administration 
of Health and Physical Mucat i on ( Philad e l pfiia: w. B. <"aunders 
Company, 19Iia) , p . 48. 
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entire commun i t y . Proo f ~f t he i r l oyal t y wa s evi denced 

t his ye ar i n a parent-tea ch er s pon sored footbal l banquet 

wi t h t he Peewe e team and pep s quad as guests , pla t es being 

so l d t o parents and f r ien<l s of t he s chool. I ed and wui te 

s a t in awar d jackets were pres ent ed , on the or. ca s i on , t o each 

l e t ter man . The entire communi t y is benef i t ed b y an event 

of t hi s sort . I t ser ve s t o b r i ng the s chool a nd communi t y 

closer t or.ether as mutual i n t eres t is c r eat ed and a closer 

bond of loyalty and pride e s t abl ished . 

The s event h qu es t i on lists f i f t e en conditi on s that mi gh t 

resul t from Peewee foo tball . The l isting i ncludes s eve ral 

of t he ten c ardi nal points of physical educat i on as gi ven by 

t he Ameri c an Associati on f or Health , Physi cal Educa t i on and 

Re crea t i on . 2 I t al so li s ts t he main c r i tici sm b e i ng directed 

agains t physical educa tor s and athl et i c s . Th e l ast gr oup 

has been i ncluded to s ee if t h e parents agr e e wi t h t he cr iti c s 

i n their a ccusat i ons of t he p roEr am. Tab l e IV shou l d be 

g r at i f yi ng to phy s i cal education l eader s a s i t point s out 

t ha t onl y a small per cen t of parents che ck ed t uose conditions 

t hat woul d not prove conduci ve to parti cipat ing i n Peewee 

f ootbal l . 

Out of the t ht r t y- five parents , on l y t wo f ai l ed to check 

that Peewee football was educati onal . Many authoritie s argue 

2 
Jesse F. Wi l liams , Pr inci pl e s of Ph~s i ce.l Educa t i on 

( Phi l adel phia: w. B. Saunders Company-,- 194 ), p . 24H. 
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t hat not only are athletics popular and en joyable, but t hey 

are edu c ative as well . Lee voices t hi s beli ef i n the f ollow

ing statement : 

The real aim of an athletic co nt e s t should 
not b e to win but to play one 's b ~st a c cording to 
the r u l e s , calling f orth the b e st ef forts of op
pone nts an d l e t t ing victory fall wher e i t will 
according to the merits of t :1e players . With 
thi s spirit ther e ls ze st in cha l l enging opponents 
to play t he better game if t hey can ; z est in rally
ing t eam mates to coope rate in the c hallenge , 
p l easure in matching skill against sk ill; •••• and 
above all , spiri t ual refreshment i n companionship 
with opr onents , as well as with team mates •••• As 
long as t he playi ng o f t he p rune has augmented 
h ealth , not endane ered it , has streng thened old 
a nd built up n ow fri endshi p instead of de stroying 
them, ha s refres hed a nd restored t he spiri ts of 
t he p l ayers i nste ad of harassing t hem, t he com
p~ t i ti on engaged i n has bee n ed ucative. 3 

'IAl~ L ,., IV 

THIN GS WH ICH 35 PA1 El1'l' S TH I NK A r' PLY 
TO PEEW J.l~ E F'OOTBALL 

Item Times Checlced Per Cen t h e clrnd 

Provides cle an sport 33 94. 3 
It is educational 32 91.4 
Teaches f air play 33 94 .3 
Pre ven t s loitering 35 100 
Increase s muscular ef fici enc y 35 100 
Interes t s t he child 33 9L~. 3 
Interes t ing to see 35 100 
Promot es ill fe eli~g 0 - 0-
A bad mor a l inf l uence 0 -o-
Too strenuous exercise 2 5.7 
Caus e s neg l ect of work 2 5. 7 
Ta kes too much time 1 2 . 9 
Too expensive 0 -o-
Is t oo danr: erous 0 -o-
A mone;y- maki ns ente r e rise 0 -o-

3 Mabel Lee, The Conduct of Ph;l s ice. l Ed uc ation (New Yo rk: 
A. s . Barnes a nd Company , 1937J, p . 561. 
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The l a s t que stion co nt ai ned i n the que stionnair e as ke d 

t he parents t o state briefly t heir opinions as to why boy s 

shou l d or shoul d no t par t cipate i n Peewee footbal l . There 

wus onl y one comment t•ecei ved whi ch did not favor t he e le

mentary s chool chi ld pa~ticipa t ing i n Feewee football ac 

t i viti e s . As thi s was the only n egative comment r e ce ived , 

t he au t hor woul d like to quot e the parent's statement as 

follows: 

I do not t hink footba ll should be played to 
the exten t ca r ried on in Gause . I am defi nitel y 
in favor of a well-rounde d sports program, but I 
fee l t hat aft e r- s chool pr a cti ce , compe t itive games 
whi c h make up a full schedule t ha t involve s night 
gamos awa y from home p l a ces enti r el y too much 
emphasis on f oo tbal l at a too- ear l y age . Boys of 
e l emen tary sc hool a p,e are not phys i cally nor 
mentally equipped to assume the strain of school 
work a nd a heavi l y accented spor ts progr am such 
as thi s . Pe r sonally sp eaking , I have discovered 
that i n mo s t instance s t he school wo~k suffers, 
as it becomes sec0rrlar y i n import ance when foo t 
ball is allowed to becoMe t he ca r t e r of school 
li f e at t hi s pe riod . 



CI!A P'l'ER V 

RECONWENDA'l 'IOl' S Al'm C0NCLUSIONS 

As has b ~e n stat ed p r eviou s l y , t h e e l ame nt ery footbal l 

? rogram i s a compa r ativ e l y new i de a . Therefore , there has 

not bGen a ~r e a t amount o f r ese a r ch done on t he prob l em, The 

a uthor he.s sought, howeve r , in spi t e of l imited mate rial 

ava l l ab l e , to p r esent the c a se o f t he e l 0ment e.r y s chool 

a t h l e tic p r ogr am, r ef e rred t o a s Pe ewe e f oo t ball, in an 

ef f o r t t o establi sh a c ompar.ison of at ti t ude s ard viewpoi nts , 

and a cco r di ng l y , r e ac h a comprehen s ive c on cl u sion a s t o ad

vi s ab i l t y o r inadvisab il i t y of boys between t he age of e l even 

to f ou rte en e ngaging i r1 football e.c t i v i ty of t his t ype . 

Qu e stionnaires were p.,.. e sent ed t o t h i r t y- f i ve parent s , 

and wi th t he exce p ti on of one , all con ta ined a f f i r mat ive 

at t i t ud e s concerni ng Peew ee f oo t ball , a s it i s p l ayed i n 

Gaus e . 

Foo t b all pl aye r s ' p rade s wer e compar ed b efor e a nd af ter 

f ootba l l s ea son. This c omparison r e s ul ted i n p r oving t o t he 

au t hor tha t f ootba l l a s p l ay ed i n Gause had not been empha s ized 

to the de t r tment of t he p l a yers' scho l a st i c achi e v ements . 

There were only s l i gh t vnri a t1ons of t he t wo s e ts of compared 

gr ade s . Actu,a.l Ly, t h e re was a smal l increa :o e in grade i m

provement a f t e~ f oo tball s ea son during the 1951-52 s c hool ye ar 
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but in the 1950-51 schoo l year the grades we r e t he s ame . 

1rhis s howing , how ever , don s no t o f f e r c onclusive proof that 

t he part i c pati on in ? eewoe football serve f' to lowe r p l ayer ' s 

r. rades . 'lhis nwr e l y :i.ndic a tes on o i Eolated s 1. t t:.H tlon , which 

may or ma· not be t ypical. In the author ' s opini on , the 

spor t s p ~ogrrun in any school can very easi l y b e o ver-emphasized 

at t he cn~p er1se of schol nstic a c h1 0v em0nt . The concl usion is 

hereby r eache d t o t he ofi'e ct that if there is a s at i sfactory 

balanc ing of spor ts and curriculum, g rades nor i n t erest in 

~r ades need not suffer. 

'I'he author ' s nox t conc e rn was with the attitude s and 

opinions of c e r tai n edu c a tors anci other prcfess5.0nal pe o pl e 

regardi ng this debated que stion o f an element ar y school fo ot

ball progr am. As has been s tated earl ier, these people , ns 

a. whole, have voiced their disapprova l cf t he idea. It is 

interesting t o note t he wide difference in opinions of the 

pa rents themselves , co·,.pared with those of these out s tand ing 

educator s . One ' s first impression mi ght be t ha t the ordina r y 

l ayman is not acquainted with the tru e facts of the s i tua-

t ion ; a nd ye t , the opposit i on , composed chi ef l y of prof es s i onal~ 

have n~t to date present ed concrete evi dence t hat would uphold 

t heir negative s tatements without fear of argumen t. So it 

would seem that both s ides are at t h l s point merely expressing 

opi nions , more or less . The que stion o whet her an e l emen-

tary school football program should or shoul d not be encouraged 

is sti ll a very controve ~sia l one . 
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In sur.n at ion , th~ o.uthor has arriv ed at t he f ollo1-d. ng 

oo nc l u :=: .ons : 

1 . That the average parent , who, aft er all, has the 

keene st a nd mo~t personal interest i n his child, is hearti l y 

n favo r of Peewee f oo tball . The average parent believen 

th1 s oport to be clean , hoalthi'ul, i n ter est ing , e cluca t ional , 

and a wo thwh i le l- ene f i t to the child I s personal gro\-:t h , both 

mental and physi cal . he average parent feels t hat his child 

is t aught cooperat ion , fair play , and good sports~9nship 

through h s participation in football play . 

2 . That poor gr ades may bo the result of n ov er

emphasiz ed aports proeram a nd a de- emph asi.z 13d curri cu l um. 

'I'he author ' s fi ndi ng s on the situation i r· Gause i ndicat e 

that in a well-balanced prog ram the child maintains a 

balan ced inter est in both curr .cular and e tra-curricul ar 

activi t ies of the choo l arrl is t hereby benefi ted by his 

participation i n both. 

3. 'l'hat t he prejudices expressed by t he majori t y of 

educators and other professionals , are, in gener al , mere ly 

opin ons . And , hone st t hough thes e opini ons may be , the 

author fAels that they f al l to tell the entire story . As 

far as t he au thor has been able to obs erve, the pro~rarn 

has not an d is not receiv· ng the emphas is in the school 

program in the alarmi ng proportions beli eved by this oppos

ing fac t i on . However, the author expresses his be li e f i n 
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t h 0 valldi ·y of thei r a:.:rnertl on s t nat over-emphasis in the 

prog ram at t hi s partic ul a r age may be harmf ul to t h a h ealth 

of t he chi l d . The Medical Associ ati on st a t es t hat a child 's 

hoart , bone strt..cture, and gi;;:noral heal t h ma y be Impair ed if 

t ho cr.i.ild ' s body r ecei vo s too much physical strain at LJ:Ji s 

cru c l al period of hls growth. But t he author concludes at;a in 

that if t uere is a. well-bnlar;ced p r ogram, adequate s uper

vis ion und protection, there i s no m o 1"0 dnnger of injury t o 

the child bo cnuse of o ces si vo phycical strain in fo otball 

participa t i on thun cou l d be exp octed from any other normal ly 

strenuous activity or sport in whi ch the child mi ~ht engage . 

The author bel i eves , finally , that per haps a "middl e - of

t ho road" attitude is safest co~c erni ng the subject . ~e 

fe els , a~ a parent himself along with tho other parm1ts 

quest ioned , that Peewee f oot ball m s many mcri ts of value to 

t he el eme n tary a gs chi ld. And yet he f e els, at the same time, 

that coache s , te achers , and all tho se who are i n any way con

nected with a prograr1 such as t nis mu s t be ke enly a·rnre of 

their responsibility to t he health and .future welfare of 

thi s particular age group and be e s pe ci a lly c onscientious in 

their eff orts to protect t hem at al l t i mes . Our youth of 

today are our l eaders of tomorrow nnd we , s s thei r leaders 

t oday , are obligat ed to p~ovi de t hem with keen and healthy 

m'i. nd, as well ns strong and healthy bodies . 
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TO 1'Hh PARi:.N TS OF P l'.:hWc.i.!. FO O'rBALL .PLAY ERS: I a .:n wr1t1nz a 
re search pape r on Peewe e foo t ball . Wil l y ou please 
fi ll in the encl osed questionnaire and return it to 
F . A. Wilson, Gause , Texas . 

Your child ' s name and number of ears he ~ias pltityed Peewe e 

foo t ball: 

1 . Is your child i.ntercsted i.n Peewee Football ? 

2 . Does such athl e tics make rour child enjoy sch ool more? 

3 . Do you t h ink t h~t Peewee football causes injur y to 

health? 

4 . Ha s a physic ian evor told you t hat pl aying football ca s es 

injury to heal th 

5 . Do you think that playing football helps the heal th? 

6 . Ha ve y ou eve r attended a Peewee f ootball game to watch 

your chi l d pl ay? 

7 . Check t he thincs below t hat you think a ppl y to Peewee 

footbal l . 

Provides clean s port 
--------.It ls educational 

Tea ches fair play --------·-revents loitering -------- .. I ncreases muscul r effi c iency 
--------Interests the child 

--------I s i n te r estin g to see 
Promo to s 111 fe eling --------I s a ~a moral i nfluenc e 

---------,Too strenuous exercise 
Causes n e gl ect of wor k 

--------.Takes too much time 
Too expensive --------. Is tco dm gerous --------A money- mak1n~~ enterprise --------



Ploc se st - "I our op~ ni on h \,o~· s s iouJ ') or· 

s o l e not 1art. i la t o ln P cv c f tall . 

our Hamo : --- ----------- G c < j f nec.e ssary 




