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CHAPTFR I
INTRODUCTION
Need for the study

Iwven though Peewes football has been an ajparent success
in Gause, lexas, the author has been intercsted in determining
Just how the boys' parents feel about their sons playing at
thls elementary age level, Iherc has becn so muca controversy
from different educntors, as to the advisabllity of boys
eloven to > rteen years of are playing football, that the
autho» has declded it would be wrth while to make a study of
the sitvatlion in Cause ard compare the attitudes of these
parents aralinst the attitudes of some other authorities on
this subject, The athor feele that the pa-ents' attitudes
on th's question 1s the naramount consideration; and as far
as he can ascoertain, no research has boen done alony thls line.
As far as the auithor is eoncerned, this thesis, in helping to
nrove the advisability or inadvisabllity of Pecwee foolball,
may determine his course of actlon in future coaeching sltuae-
tions, It also ay give someone else somethlng to review

before setting up an elementary school athletic program,
ihe rroblem

“tatement of the ‘roblem. Ieswee football originated

in Geuse, a small cormunity in central Texas, in 19,9, Gause's



population 1s a: proximately fifty per cent white and {ifty

per cent colored, 1he Gause whito hlgh school studenis are
transported to another town, thoreforc, there 18 orly one
olementary school for whites, incluaing eight grades, although
the colored school has bnth elenentary and high school, 1he
enrollment in the white elcemeniary school 1s usually about

one hundred and filfteen students in the eight gredos, Peewes
fortball is nlayed with awsight 1imit as well as age and

rrade 1imits, A boy must be in elementery school, (grades

one through eight), nnt over faurteon years of acc, and must
not weirh over one hundred pourds, &ilnce welght 1s considered,
a bny will nover have to play against another that oute-welghs
him to a rreat occtent, “ractically every boy in the age,
rrade, a'd welght 1limit partieivates in Pezwee football in
Gause, and the zirls, with few exceptions, are in Lhe Pep
Squad, thereby heving a part in all gumes in wiich the boys
play, In the autnor's persor-al opinion, Pecwse football 1is
beneficial to elementary boys in any schoonl, but it 1s his
bellief that it has oroved of particular benefit to th: sciool
in Tause and to the town itself, Until 1949, Cause had no
athletic program of any kind, nor did the scnool or comnunity
provide ary type of sunervised recroation for 1is young
people, Peecwee football has helped to solve this nroblem

for both tie boys and rirle and has provided a mutual interest

in which both the school and cormmunity car shave,



ihls study has been made (1) to find out now the ate
titudes of tie boys! varents compare wita the attitudes of
educators on boys from eleven to fourteen yoars of are playing
Pecwee football; and (2) tne effect, if any, that playing
football has upon the grades made diring the time thne boy
is phying football, compared with the grades he makos when
he is not playin: football,

importa~ce of the study. Ry getherlinpg data from the

narents of boys that have already nlayed from ore to three
years of Peswee fonotbell in ¥lemontary sc.ool, and also the
opinions of the diiferent writers that have done research,
the author can thereby compare varylrg opininns on this
question, 'There is a doubt in many peoples' minds wuethor
& boy from eleven to fourteen years of age should be allowed
to participate in football activity as played in Pecwee Ioote
ball, As for as the author can ascertaeln, tn.re has never
been ressarci done on this particular problem, and very little
hag been written on it in any form; therefore, almost all of
my informat’on will be teken without the ald »f nrior o-inions
and rogearch, It will bte important to {ind out just how the
narcnts foel toward thelr boys playlnp Peewee football, and
through the author's interviews witin them, and pr:senting
tnem with the guestionneires, that information will Se found,
Delimination
Thies study 1s limited to eewee football players in

Cause and thelr narents, and articles tuat have been written



on the subject of boys of from eleven to fourteen years of

age playing interschonl athleties,
“surce of Data

The data for this thesis was acquired by sernding out
questionnaires to parents of football players to determine
their attitude toward thelr children participating ir the
football games and what good, if any, thelr boys derived from
this narticipation, 7The Peewee footbell players! prades
vere obtaired from ithe school records of Gause to determine
the grade averape of the Peewus football pleyers before and
after fnotball scasnn, and these gradocs compared, Other
oriniona were preceived from articles in marazlnes and other
paners, and were comnpared with the opinions of the parents

of lecwee football players in Gause, Texas,
Procedure

Mogt of the data was secured from Gause, since Peewee
football originated in Cause three years apo, A brief
history of Peewee football, why it was started, and ine
formation received from i, C, Weafer, the director of the
Milk Lowl Inc., and the man resnonsible for the boginning of
Peewee football in Texas, will be given to explaln to the
reader why the author £1t that Gause should be the place to

ma-e a su~vey of the attitudes toward Pe.wee football, lost
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of the parents have a boy that not only has played one year
of Peewee football, but three years, therefore their opinion
should be rated highly. The author has been coach of the
Gause Pecwse team the last two years and he feels the need
of finding out the attitudes of the people of the community,
to determine the advisabllity of continuing this sport in
the elementary schools. The author personally interviewed
every parent of Peewec football players, and had them answer

a questionnaire,
Ultimate Objectives

l. To find out varlous attitudes toward the relatively
new field of Pecewee football, as played in Gause,

2e¢ To complle data for readers who might be interested
in the reactions and attitudes of the players' parents in
Gause, the flrst town to initilate this type of football, so
that they might be governed accordingly, if they planned to
start football in the elementary school under similar circum-
stances.

3« To determine, as far as the records show, if play-

ing Peewee football effects the players! grades.



CHAPTER II
REVILW OF Tilk LITLRATURE

Slnce the football program in elementary school 1s a
relatively recent idea, there has been very little research
done on the subject. However, it would appear from the
limited number of articles which have been published that the
authors are united in their viewpolnts against the idea of
boys of this age engaging in a competitive football program,

In an article entitled "Objections to Ccompetition,"
Idwin B, Henderson states the following points regarding
elemeontary boys particlpating in competitive sports:

One objoection to Instituting even a minor
competitive form of competitive sports 1s the
fact that the plan may involve the 'varsity!
type team. This implles the selection of the
best playors in the school for the team monopoly
of the playfield or court for use by the team,
and thoe entire time of the teacher-coach for this
one groups. Hany educators énvision inheriting the
evils of this form of speclallzation, such as
exploltation of the team in the effort to pro-
duce winners, ocncouragement o{ spectatorshlp,
and undue cmotional tenslons,.

Mr. Henderson? cited a plan of competitive athletics

1 awin 3. Henderson, "Objections to Competition,"
American Associatlon for Ilsalth and Physical ftducation and
Recreation Journal, 22:21-22, June, 1951,

2 Ibid., p. 24.




with which an elementary school of Washington, D. C. has
successfully experimented thc past six years. There 1s no
"varsity" team representing the school. The organization
of the plan in part i1s as follows:

1. Prior to each sports season a "team" 1s formed In
each upper=-grade homeroom. Of the boys 1n such a classroon,
most of them become players or substitutes, This team re-
mains intact as a playing unit throughout the season of the
sport, One strict rule 1s observed--thore can be no borrow=-
ing of voys from any other room.

2. An intramural schedule of play 1s set up for the
teams ln each grade level, These teams play at recess perilods
or during physical education periods or at close of school.
By a certain date the best fifth grade team and the best
sixthi grade team must be chosen. These two teams represent
the school in a simple elimination serles arranged for the
schools within a nearby area or reglon. A date 1s sot early
in the season for tho reglonal championship of each grade to
meet in a simple elimination for the clty champlonshipe. FEach
losing team plays only once, while the city winner would play
not more than four or five games,

S5« The organization for elementary school athletics
consists of representatives from each bullding who meet in
Septemver, elect oiflcers, organlze committeos, and plan for

the year's schiedule. Besldes the athletlc experliences gained



by the boys and the skills approved, othor most valuabdle
cutcomes have beon demonstrated., Hany a Loy has boen re-
habilitated who was a truant or careless about school ace
tivitiecs. A sampling cagso study has revealsd that hundreds
of boys have found greator intereat in schocl and have shown
remarkable individual character roformation.

Mp. Henderson® fecls in order to spread the timo of
physical educatlion teachers equitably among all children, it
is ossentlal to develop a balanced program which reachos the
child who 18 physically below par, the avera e youngster, and
the physically sifted youth., He belleves tlat interschool
athletics will tond to direct major attentlon to the school
toam and allow 1t to monopolize teachor time and physical
education facllitles,

Regarding this problem, Ur, Londerson statcs:

Coachos should ;ive sorious thou ht to the
educational impllcations of choosing the bost

naterial for developing winnin; teams while

side=steppin, thaelr responsibility for the avere

age and low-skill students, This cannot bo justifled.

Interschool athlctics are not for the glorificatlion

of coach any wnore than thoy are for the glorification

of any one player. Any man who devcelops and exploits

the 8kills of a few selocted students to build up

his own reputatlon while ncglecting the noeds of

many students, is puilty of a crime in the name of
education which should not be tolerated,

S Ibide, p. 21

4 IOido’ De 22.



There seems to be general agrcement that the practice
of highly competitive athletics for elementary school pupills
is contrary to sound educational principles and 1s often
detrimental to the health and safety of the participants.
Taylor Dodson wrote the following concerning elementary
boys playing football and other sports at this early age:

Interschool athletles should be conflned to senlor
high schools. They are lnappropriate in the elementary
and junior high schools. From the point of view of
health it is important toc remember that chlldren of
thils age are in a poriod of rapld change in size and
in emotional and social adjustment. There 1s at this
age only partlal ossification of bones, with a healing
hazard after injury that cannot be disregarded. Relia=-
ble observers feel that this is also a time when the
individual 1s particularly vulnerable te injuries.

In general, medical personnel and educators are
agreed that there are real valuses in properly conducted
physical activities. Not only are thesec actlvitics an
ald to physlcal development, but they also offer a
finc¢ opportunity to teach cooperation, loyalty, leader-
ship, and other worthwhille qualities. Iowever, in a
democracy one cannot justify restricting these bene-
fits to the few who will get to play on the first
toam. The primary obligation of the publie school 1s
to provide opportunlty for all children to learn the
lesson to be taught on the playing fleld and in the
gymmasium, Thils does not mean that the phyeslcally
glfted child should be noplected, It merely Indicates
that such children should not be glven a disprogortion-
ate share of the time and facilities avallable.

Mr., Dodson® believes that the solutlon to the problem

lies with school administrators. They must secure only

5

Taylor Dodson, "Llementary Interschool Athletics,"
- School Actlvitles, 23:35, October, 1951,

6 Ibid., p. 38.

ESTILL LIBRARY
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qualified physical education teachers to handle the athletlc
progran in the high school and the elementary school, when
speclallsts are employed to asslst the classroom teachers
with physical ecducation. The administrator must also provide
adequate facllitles, equipment, and supplies with which to
conduct a broad program of physical education activities,
such as rhythms, games, relays, stunts, and outing activities
for all boys and girls. Ilr. Dodson further states as follows:

The program of instruction iIn the basic skills
of many activities should be supplemented by super-
vised freo play and recreational opportunities of
the child's own chooslinge. To satisfy the compoti-
tive urge of elementary schocl children, an extensive
intramural program slhiould be planned and ccaducted
with ample opportunitles provided for studcnt leader-
ship in such capacities as squad leader, captaln,
scorers, umplre or rcferee, grounds keeper, and
tournament menagere It is through such learning-
by-doling activitles that we develop the true demo-
cratic spirit of leadling and following in turn, ac-
cordling to thc demands of the situatlon. Only by
positlive action on the part of administrators and
teachers can we meet the need of safe, sound and sane
educational opportunitles for each child according
to his maximal potentlalities.?

tlmer Do lMltchell expressed his view in the following
statement:

The case¢ against Junlor High Sghool Inter-
scholastic athletics contends that physiologlcally,
psychologlcally, scclologically, economically, and
educationally, the movement 1s wrong. In 1038
the Amerlcan Assoclation for Health, Physical tdu-
cation and Recrcation, after consultation with
the National tducation Association and the American
iiledical Assoclatlon, passed a resolution coademning

7 Ib1d., p. 36.
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the practice of inter-school athletic competition
below the senior high school. Thils resolution,
approved arjain in 1946, states the case: !'Inasmuch
as puplls below the tenth grade are in the midst

of the period of most rapld growth, with the con-
sequent bodlly weaknesses and maladjustments,
partlal ossification of bones, mental andemotional
stresses physlologlcal readjustments, and the like.
Be it therefore, Resolved, that the leaders in the
field of physilcal education should do all in

their power to discourage interschool competition
at this age level because of 1ts strenuous nature,'”

Mro liltchell® states that physiologically, the growing
boy is apt tc be harmed, since hils heart and powers of en-
durance havc not aa yet caught up with hils increasc 1ln slze
and weight. Iec states that soclologically, the elementary
school athlectic movement 1s regimenting our youth in thelr
carly teens. lLconomically, lir. liltchell feels the system
1s wrong, since the selection of a few early-maturing
athletic stars is made at the expense of a sports program
for all the pupils, Iducationally, lr. Kitchell believes
that the elemsntary period 1s one of orlentation and intro-
ductlion to all subjects, leaving speclalized pursuance to

the senlor hlgh school and college years.

8 Llmer D. HMitchell, "The Case¢ Agalnst Interscholastlc
Athletics in Junior High School," The Lducation Digest,
17:46-49, larch 1952,

9 Ivid., p. 50.



CHAPTER IXIX
HISTORY OF PLEWEE FOOTBALL

Listeners to the broadcasts of lladio “tation :FAA,
Dallas, recehtly heard Ralph wtdmaﬁ, sports director of the
statton say, "A city 1s not measured by the size of its
buildings, but by the guality of 1ts people, In my books,
the biggest ¢lity in the world i1s Cause, Toxas, U, S, A,"
fause, an almost forgotten hamlet in central Texas and almost
untouched by the prosperity of recent industrialization, thus
ragched a point in fame that hed been undreemed of as geveral
renerations of (Gause folks watched first thelr ban: then other
busiresses disa pear, A

hat was the cause of the ruvvival of the community? 1t
was 'Lhe Milk Bowl, which was described by Jinx Tucker, sports

editor of The waco News-Tribune as "just about the most ime

portant sports ovent ir U:xas for many ycars," The M1lk Bowl

was the first annual bowl game for "esmall fry players," played
at Cemeron, Texas on December 10, 19,9. All players were
roqu:ired to be under one hundred pounds and not over fourteen
y=ars of age. Two tecams of yrural youth played, one from Gause,
Texas and the other from “~2n Saba: the final score 20=-T7 in
favor of San faba, All tho featurss of a bipg-time bowl game

wore presente-play by play broadcast over a major station,

holf=time activitlies, and other colorful features, Significantly,
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a national manufacturer pald for the radio time, and bidding
now goes on for radio rights., NBC tie-ups 1s in prospect,

ihe rame has resulted in a wave of enthusiasm for

Junior football iIn Texas, MMore than that, it has ceused
Texas farm Tolks to take an interest In the extree-curricular
activitias of the =chools, and has brought about a study of
the recreational and community nesds of rural communitios,
It may soon cauce a state-wide, officimnl study end a sories
of conferences on what may be done in rural Texas to develop
comrnnity-centered activities or persons of all ages, By
beginning with the interest in football, the promoters L the
bowl have done more for farm youth then has been accomplished,
thue far, by eonsideration of "blue prirnts" for community
uwnification and recreation,

In 1949 the famous M11lk Powl began 1in a small way but
wish & iz purpose, ‘1he Gerure scnool had been without men
toeschers for ov:r a decade, There were no athletics, The
passing of the Cilmer-Ailkin 311 and s bisequent raising of
salaries brought in men teachers, Soon the "cow pisture
camvus" was cleared and football practice was begun, Uhen
the community saw its boys playing in overalls and sweatshirts
(many of the people and most of the boys had never =een a
football pame), a collection was taken for uniforms, .ven
though several lads were inclined to run the wrong way with

the ball and one of them actually did, the rural boys played
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arainst city teams and won smashing victories, “hen, Mra,
“ealer, twentye-four year old housewife and mother of five
children, sugrested & bowl game for peewees to [ialph ¥Widman,
sporis dirootor of WFAA: with the sunport of that station,

The Dallas !orning lows, The Waco lewse-iribune, and other

acgencles in lexas, the bowl was promoted and won enthuslastic
acclalm through the state,

Two eignificant devolopments have taken place recently,
Several Southwest Conference atuletlic directors have lndicated
willingness to have peewee gomes played as preliminarics to
the regular pgsmes of the conference, thus opening the way to
the promotion of peewse football to rural recreatio . on an
unprecedented scale,

The Cauce Peewsog have played three years of football,
playing a schedule of eight gamce per scason, They have made
bug trips as {'ar as one hundred and seveniy miles to play
opposing teans, One trip wos made to Ailgore in lnst Texas,
taking many of the boys out of {i1lam County for the first time,
and pgiving all of them their first sicht of "ths world's
larpest oll field," 7They waras impressed with the city filled
with towering oil derricks, as well as with their {iret ex=
perience of an overnight stay in one of the local hLotels,
These new experisnces were made complete by the Gause team's
docisive victory over the Kilgore elementary team, Kilgore

being undcfeated in three year's of fcotball play. The trip
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made by the Gause team to San “aba in Vest Texas, which took
them flartherest from h-me, also provided the boys with more
"fi-st" experionces and thrills, highlighted by a police
escort into town, complete with sirens, The game was played
in the San Faba Pecan Bowl, and conslsted of elaborate half=
time activitios, ineluding the crowning of a diminutive
"queen" who presided over the bowl festivitles, A reception
and "feed" following the garie completed the entertairment
for the Gause aggresgation, Thecse two Lrips are ziprhted as
eramples due to thelr unusualness in elecmentary school circlers,
Nvernight iripes ard footbell fanfare of thls type have in the
past been reserved for only high school end collegs teams,

“inee the origlinal Milk Bowl gams, the bowl classic hes
been playcd in a different city each year, The 1950 ¥1lk Bowl
game took place in Baylor Stadlum under the sponsorship of
the Waeo Junior Chamber of Cormmerce, A Mexls Peewce team
played srainst a Few Orleans Ceewee team,

The 19¢1 111k Bowl had all the fanfare of a "big league"
football peme, bringing togother a colorful Indian toam from
Sequoyah Vocational School, Tahlequah, Oklohoma and the ked
lialders fprom Thorndale, Teoxas, These two outstanding teams
met on Ycueen Fleld in llarlin, lexas, There wcr: bands,
full pross coverape, broadcasts, and cven motion pilcture and
television cameras, Jacquer A, Jaccard, movie writer, proe

ducer a~d director, was prosent, making scencs from the game
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to be used in "The 111k Bowl Story," a film based on the
junior classic which 18 now in the maliing, C“everal outstande
Ing figures in the sports world witnessed the games ns gucsts
of the Yarlin Junior Chamber of Commerce, the most noteble of
whom wag Jim Thorpe, Clympic star and all-time football great,
The game also attracted many Southwest Conference football
stareg, and svch welleknown industrial and politlical figures
as Jesse Joneg and i, fe Cullen, The (Jause Peewee teom was
also & bowl guest, as 1t has been at each =uccessive game

since the original one 1n which 1t took part,



PILSLETATION O DATA
Data F'rom Peewee IF'ootball Players' Grades

The author has compiled the jrades made by the Pcewee
football players during 1050-1951 and 1951-1352 school year.
The grades made durin; the fall scmester and spring semester
are tabulated on Table I, Football is played during the fall
semester, It was found, for the school year 1950-1951, that
the grades mado by all of the twenty students did not vary
enough to show any definite evidence that playing footdball
affected their gjrades., 1he over-all total shows that the
majority of tne students made vetter grades alter football
season was over. Out of the twenty students who wore checked,

ive made better grades during the football sesson, five made
better srades after footbell seascn, and ten had no change

In thelr grades, 1In the 1951-52 school year, out of the

sane twenty students, eloven made better grades after foot-
ball season, elght made better ;rades during foothall season,
and one had no change In hils grades. The followlng table 1s
based on points recelved during football season and after
season, Some boys were carrylng more subjects in the 1951-52
school year than other boys, but each individual boy carried
the same amount after the scason was over as he dld during
the season, Threa points were given for an A, two for 3,

one point for C, and no points were allowed for grades below



Ce Lach boy's name 1s glven and then a total of all :rades

1s given at the .bottom of the table,

TAFIE I
GRADES MADE DURING AND AFTER FPOOTBALL SEASON
1650-51 ard 1501-62
3chiool Yesr School Year
Name 1950-1951 1951-1952
rall Spring Fall Spring
le Uayne Jounes ) 12 14 12
2, Dave VWilson 7 7 10 9
Se Dongld Halns 10 1k 19 13
4, Billy Ruddick 10 7 13 I
5. Viayne asliford 15 13 11 17
6e John T. loore 19 16 13 17
7. Audiec Crockett 16 14 16 14
8e Gene Shaw 11 14 14 l6
9« Hubert Lange 18 17 il 10
10, Bobby Lindsey 21 21 21 21
1li. DoDobdy J. Villseon 12 14 15 14
12, Joe ZHaggerly 14 14 15 3
15, Joe G. HMoore =1 21 17 18
14, Don Nack Wilson 15 16 25 29
15. Donald Wyatt 7 7 19 19
15, James Todd 10 10 15 18
17. ¥elter hkuadick & ¢ & 17
1€, Donald Alford 14 14 20 25
1¢,  Garlan Lange 18 15 21 25
20, Edward homeyer 15 12 20 9
Total 264 253 314 333

Data from Parents

Since the discovery ol the parents!' attltudes concerning
this subject iu the chief concern or this rosearch, tue author
considers these opinions and their comparlson of paramount

importance. Since tue parents are more famillar with the
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child's reaction to outside influences, it is assumed that
they can produce a more nceurate picture of the situation as
it exists for thelr child than can physical education teachers
and coaches,

Parents indicate that they are in favor of continuance
of Peewee football and feel that it is definitely an aid to
the education of their children.

The first two questions in the questionnaire to parents
deal with the interest element in regard to Peewece football,
Tabulation of the results of the answers to these questions
clearly Indicates that Peewee football is enjoyed by the stu-
dents, In fact, 100 per cent of the parents feel that “eewee
football has helped keep their child in school,

In regard to student interest, it might be added here
that the boys are not the only ones benefited in this respect,
The girls, too, have received sinilar stimulation as a result
of the sport which has preatly added to thelr school spirit
and added zest to their achool 1life, This interest 1s eox-
hibited particularly in the sixzth to eighth grade group of
girls, With the introduction of football into their school,
the girls immedlately organized a pep squad; school colors
were chosen, pep squad uniforms obtained, and yell practices
and pep rallies inaugurated, The girls themselves took on
new life, as did the entire school. A new and noticeable

pride in their school resulted from this new interest, The
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girls are the team's most ardent supporters, They are loudly
present at each game, including those games played out of town,
An extra bus is always provided for their transportation to and
from the games,

Table II points out the interest shown by the students in
Peewee football, It also brings.out the fact that Pcewee

football causes the chlld to enjoy scnool more,

1TABLE II

CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN PEEWLE FOOTBALL
AS GIVEX BY PARENTS

Yos No
OQuestion Nume~ Per Nume Per
ber Cent ber Cent
1, Is your child intercsted 35 100 0 0
in Peewee football?
2, Does such athletice make 35 100 0 0
your child enjoy school
more?

The next three questions take into consideration the
effect of “eewee football upon h=zalth, Table TII winich
follows gives convincing evidence that parents feel Peewce
football is valuable to health, Much of this information is
based on observation rather then scientific experimentation,
Since health is one of the leading features of a well-planned

physical education program, leaders in the fleld should be
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proud of the answers given in Table III, Aristotlel nemes

health as the most important of all bodily virtues,

TABLE III

PARFNTS' OPINJONS OF VHAT1 PLEWFE FOOTBALL
DOES ¥OR HEALTH

Yes Vo
Question Nume-  Per Num- Per
ber Cent ber Cent
3. Do you think that Pece-
wee Football causes
injury to health? 1 2.9 3L 97 L
li, Has a physician ever
told you that playe
ing football causes
Injury to health? 1 2«9 34 97.1
. Do you think that
playing football
helps the health? 33 9.3 2 51

Question six asked the parents if they had attended a
Peewee football game to watch their son play. Out of the
thirty-five who answered the questionnaires, all but one
parent had seen their son play,

The parent interest in Peewee football in Gause has
been especially gratifying. These parents are avid spec=
tators and followers of their team and attend all out-of-

town games in preat numbers, This interest is shared by the

1 Jo Fe Williams and C. L. Brownell, The Administration
of Health and Physical Lducation (Philadelphia: W, B, Saunders
Company, 19,,0), p. L8,




entire community. FProof of thelr loyalty was ecvidenced
this year 1n a parent-teacher sponsored football banguet
with the Peewce team and pep squad as guests, plates belng
sold to parents and friends of the school, RKed and wulte
satin award jackets were presented, on the occasion, to each
letterman, The entire community is benefited by an event
of this sort., It serves to bring the school and community
closer together as mutual interest 1s created and a closer
bond of loyalty and pride established,

The seventh question lists fifteen conditions that might
result from Peewece football, The listing includes several
of the ten cardinal points of physical education as given by
the American Association for Health, Physical Education and
Recreation.2 It also lists the main eriticism being directed
apgainst physical educators and athletics, The last group
has been included to see if the parents agree with the critics
in their accusations of the program, Table IV should be
gratifying to physical education leaders as it points out
that only a small per cent of parents checked tuose conditions
that would not prove conducive to participating in Peewee
football,

Out of the thirty-five parents, only two falled to check

that Peewee football was educational, Many authorities argue

Jesse F, Williams, Principles of Physical Education
(Philadelphia: VW, B, Saunders Company, 19,,2), p. LD,
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that not only are athletics popular and enjoyable, but they
are educative as well, Lee voices this bellef in the follow=-
ing statement:

The real aim of an athletle contest should
not be to win but to play one's bust according to
the rules, calling forth the best efforts of op=-
ponents and letting victory fall where it will
according to the merits of tae players, With
this spirit there is zest in challenging opponents
to play the better game 1 they canj gzest in rallye
ing toam mates to cooperate in the challenge,
pleasure in matching skill against skill;....and
above all, spiritual refreshment in companionship
with opronents, as well as with team mates....As
long as the playing of the game has augmented
health, not endangered it, has strengthened old
and built up now fricendship instead of destroying
them, has refreshed and restored the spirits of
the players instead of harassing them, the come
petition engaged in has been educative,

TARL® IV

THINGS WHICH 35 PARFNTS THINK APPLY
TO PEEWEL FOOTBALL

Item Times Checked Per Cent Checked
Provides clean sport 33 9L.3
It is educational 32 91.L
Teaches fair play 33 943
Prevents loitering 35 100
Increases muscular efficiency 35 100
Interests the child 33 94e3
Interesting to see 35 100
Promotes 111 feeling 0 -0=
A bad moral influence 0 Q=
Too strenuous exercise 2 1% |
Causes neglect of work 2 5.7
Tekes too much time 1 2.9
Too expensive 0 Q=
Is too dangerous 0 =
A money=maling enterprise 0 ==

3 Mabel Lee, The Conduct of Physical Education (llew York:
A. S, Barnes and Company, 1937), Pe 56l,




The last question contained in the questionnaire
the parents to state briefly their opinions as to why
should or should not participate in Peewee football,
wag only one comment received which did not favor the

mentary school child participating in Feewee football

2
asked
boys
There
ele=

ACe

tivities, As this wag the only negative comment recelved,

the author would like to quote the parent's statement

follows:

I do not think football should be played to
the extent carried on in Gause, I am definitely

in rfavor of a well-rounded sports program, but I

as

feel that after-school practice, competitive games

which make up a full schedule that involves night

games away from home places entirely too much

emphasis on football at a tooe-carly age., Boys of

elementary school age are not physically nor

mentally equipped to assume the strain of school

work and a heavily accented sports program such

as this, Personally spceking, I have discovered

that in most instances the school work suffers,
as i1t becomes secondary in importance when foot-
ball is allowed to become the center of school
life at this perilod.



CHAPIER V

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CNHONCLUSIONS

As has busen stated previously, the elementory football
arogrem 1s a comparatively new idea, Therefore, there has
not been a ereat amount of regearch done on the problem, The
author hes sought, however, in spite of limlted material
avallable, to present the case of the elementary school
athletic program, referred to as Peewee football, in an
effort to cstabllish a comparison of attitudes ard viewpoints,
and accordingly, reach a comprehensive coriclusion as to ad=-
visability or inadvisability of boys between the age of elaven
to fourteen engsging ir football activity of this type,

Questionnaires were presented to thirty-rive parents,
and with the exception of one, all contained affirmative
attlitudes concerning Peewee football, as it is played in
Gause,

Football »nlayers' prades were compared before and after
football season, This comparison resulted in proving to the
author that football as played in Gause had not been emphasized
to the detriment of the players' schnlastic achievements,
There were only slight variations of the t wo sets of compared
grades, Actually, there was a small increase in grade im=

provement after football season curing the 1951-52 school year
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but in the 1950-51 school year the grades were the same,
This showing, however, do=s not offer conclusive proof that
the participation in Peewce football serves to lower player's
rrades, Llhis merely indicates ons ilsolated situation, which
may or may not be typical, In the author's opinion, the
sports program in any school can very sasily be over-emphasized
at the expense of scholsstic achievement, The conclusion is
hereby rcached to the cffect that if there is a satisfactory
balancing of sports and curriculum, gradses nor interest in
grades need not suffer,

The author's next concern was with the attitudes and
opinions of certain educators and othner prcfessional people
regarding this debated question of an elementery school foote
ball program, As has been stated earller, these people, as
a whole, have voiced their disapproval cf the idea, It is
Interecsting to note the wilde differsnce in opiniones of the
parents themselves, copared with those of these outstanding
educators, One's first Impression might be that the ordinary
layman is not acquainted with the true facts of the situa-
tion; and yet, the opposition, composed chiefly of professionals,
have not to date presented concrete evidence that would uphold
their negative statements without fear of argument, So it
would seem that both sides are at this point merely expressing
oninions, more or less., The question of whather an elemen-
tary school football program should or should not be encouraged

1s still a very controversial one,
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In summation, the author has arrlved at the following
eonclusionss

1, That the average parent, who, after all, has the
keenest and mest personal Interest in hls child, is heartily
in favor of Peewse footbell., The average pearent belleves
this sport to be clean, healthful, interesting, educationel,
and a worthwhile tenefit to the child's personal growth, both
mental and physical, Z1he average parent feels that his child
is taught cooperation, fair play, and good speocrtemanship
through his participation in football play.

2, That poor grades may be the result of an overe
emphagized sports program and a de-emphasized curriculun,
The author's findings or the situation 1r Gause 1ndlcate
that irn a8 well-balanced program the child maintains &
balanced interest in both currfcular and extra-curricular
ectivities of the school ard 1s thereby benefited by his
participation 1in both,

3. That the prejudices exprescged by the majority of
educators and other professionals, are, 1in general, merely
opinions., And, honest though these oplnlons may be, the
author feels that they fail to tell the entlire story. As
far as the author has been able to observe, the prosram
has not and is not recelving the emphasis in the school
program in the alarmirg proportions believed by this oppos-

ing faction, However, the author expresses his belief in
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vhe valldily of thelr assertions tnat over-emphasis in the
program at this particular age may be hamiaful to ths health
of the cnild, The Medlcsl Assoclation states that a chlld's
heart, bone silructure, and general healih may be Impalred 1f
the ciild's body receives too much physlcal strain at this
cruclial period of hls growths But tho author concludes again
that if taerec 1s a well-bolanced progran, adequate super-
vision and protection, tuhere is no more danger of injury to
the child because of e cessive phyecical strain in football
participation than could bo expected from any other normally
strenuous activity or sport in which the child mi-ht engage.

The author belicves, finally, that pcerheps a "middie-of-
the road"” attitude is safest corcerning the subject, He
feels, as a parent himeelf along with tho other parents
questioned, that Pecewce foolball has many merits of value to
the elcnentary age child, And yet he feels, at the same iime,
that coaches, teachers, and all those who are in any way con-
nected with a program such as tunis must be keenly aware of
thelr responsibility to the health and future welfare or
this particular age group and be especially conscientious in
thelr efforts to protect them at all times, Our youth of
today are our leaders of tomorrow and we, ss theilr leaders
today, are oblipgated to provide them with keen and healthy

mind, as well as strong and healthy bodies,
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APPIHDIX



TO THE PARMNTS OF PEEWEZ FCOTBALL PLAYERS: I am writing a
research paper on Peewec¢ football. Will you please
fill in the enclosed guestionnaire and return it to
Fe A. Willson, Gause, Texas.

Your child's name and number of years he has played Peccwee
J

foctoall:

l. 1Is your child interested In Peewsce Football?

2, Does such athletics make your child enjoy school nore?

e Do you think that Peewee football causes injury to

health?

4., Has a physician ever told you that playing football causes

injury to health

5¢ Do you think that playing football helps the health?
6. Have you ever attcnded a Peewee football game to watch

your child play?

Te Check the things below that you think apply to Pecwee
football.

Provides clean sport

It 1s educational

Teaches fair play
Prevents loltering
Increases muscular efficiency
Interests the child

Is interesting to see
Promotes 111 feeling

Is a bad moral influence
Too strenuous exerclse
Causes neglect of work
Takes too much time

Too expensive

Iz tcc dm gerous

A money-making enterprise




-~

8e Please state briefly your opinion why boys should or

should not partiecipate in Peewes football,

Yeur Hamo: Use back if necessary






