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Purpose 

The pur?ose of t hi s s tudy was t o esta~·lisl-,_ an understandin~ of the 

r ela tionshi p l et\•1ee. t \~ e Texas RangEr and tl,.e l:exican 1\merican ar,d t o ? r o

vi de a profile o f tocia:r ' s 'l'exe.s Ran ger . Includec is a recounting of the 

'l'ex3.s ?.anger I s 1 50- year his t or ."{ , a brief history of the -'.exican :Jnerican 

of Sout h Texas , and rEeasur e!nent of opinions f r om 1exica11 Ame rican and Anglo 

Am erican corr~unitie s . S;)ecifically , the ain of t he study via:;; to p r ovi de 

fo r those i nter ested an a cc ount of s ome of t he is sues concernin 0 the Tex~s 

Ranger . 

:ethods 

One pr imary source of data for this study was r esponses to ~ailed 

quest i o:maires containin:; t wenty i te,s for the Tex'ls Ilmze r ' s interest . 

Also servin- a s pri n r y dci.ta t,ere the :..:nowledc;e it em s opil".ions of five 

huno.red :nglo and .·iexican ;u. ericans tested i n fu s lish ::i.,d Spani sh . Se con-

dary source ::; , ... e re r:w,1-er ous books , articles , periodicals , r ep or s , a t1:e:1 cy 

s tatistic" , and records . 

Findinc·s 

i• r o;.; the data and other evidence cathered di..:.r i.., t: t}1e r e s eci.r c :-: the 

f c l lov;:i.!1~ conclusions lllaJ i.. e dr 3.•.,.n : 

1 . '!.11e e:cas l~~.ncer founC:. his o ficj al besirLri .i.r..; in 2. GJ 5 as a 
defense i" r thr. :·r criie :::- settl".)r-s c'. ·5.ir,sr 1-,e =:r.c::i"'i s . 
' iEcP, th 1. t 1,ime re: 'l'c:'Xe.., ~'.2..n-=--'. l' ~, .':.3 <::-:::-, i.'1v0lved in re-

peo.ted viole!H.:e 1-1.::.t , t: .e k~:x' ct:, or !.':::-:j can .'.Jn<:) ~ican . 
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de
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CHAPTE:i I 

P l TilODU CT I C:1! 

Forr.mlation of t:1e Problem 

The r e E,r e 11 , 1<;16 , ?J0 'i'exws.1 Gnly e i 6hty of thc!il are Texas Rangers . 

Per haps no o her l aw enforceir,ent or :;an i zation ca r r ies with j_t the r ich his

torica l overto~e s of nearly a centu½' and a half of service . Certainly 

none st~1ulat e s t he .imagir.ation of its admirers as does t his group of pe~c~ 

offic ers . 2ooks have· een written tracinr; his existence as a l iving legend 

by describi ng his personal victories in t he ca use of lm,, and orde r . 

A Texas Ra..nger today serves as our link to our f rontie r past . To 

most people he i s a standard of l aw and order . Hi s s ervic es a r e i n dem=rnc. 

by t hose who desir e a secure , cut open and free society . His influence i s 

not a product of r ecklessness or f oolhardiness but of years of steady pur

pose and pe r f ormance- and of t he beli e f anong l awbr eake r and l a,·1- ab i ding 

a l i ke t hat t he Ranger , ,ould not think of himself prior t o fulfi lling the 

commitmen t of hi s oath as an ae ent of law, order , and j ustice . 2 

But r any people hold opinions l ess tli::i.n fa vorable abocit the ?..mger . 

State ena tor oe Ben1al of San Antonio thinlrn the Ran ger shoul d be ctbol 

i shed and his duties "absorbed 11 by othe r s i n t he Department of Public 

Safety .J Berna l ' s ·,iews are not atypical of t hose of rr:a y member s of t h'3 

1-iexican i\mci-i can minority in Texas . These are not nevi i dea s ; a l t houg1 it 

has never been s cientifi cally r:leasured , i t is kno· ... n t hat n:any see t he 

l u . S. Bureau of the Census , U. S. Departrrent of Comme r ce , 1970 . 

2·,;alter Presco t ', iebb , The Texa s R..1.nc:ers - -..:. Century of -·rontier 
Defense J>.us tin : :'he University of "'e.,~&.s ress , 1965) , r'or -,a rd . 

J 'elt on ~iest , "Do i,\•;ay lri'ith Ran__,e r s ? " Houston Po s t , J anuar y 5, 1969 , 
Sect ion A, • 1 . 

1 
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Ran.:;er as a su pr essant t o the er.1erging Lc.xic:i.0. Araerican minorit:",· . Re cently 

t e Ranger ' s en cou1 t ers \•1ith the 1-:exican Ameri c<>.n minority in Texas hJ. e 

been investigated by t h e U. S . CorrJnissi on on Civil '.lights a nd the Texas 

Advi s ory Committee t o the Corn i ssi on on Civil Ri ._hts . In testi..--nony beforP. 

this co1a:1ission , Col onel ·.,'ilsor. E . Spei r , Dir e ctor , Texas Dep 3.rt;:-,ent of 

ublic Saf ety , ans,,1ered questions on behal f of the Texas rl.a.n gers : 

11.r . Ruben : 

Colonel Speir : 

In your opinion- in your opinion , Nha t 
is the attitude of the l-'.exic3.n American 
community of Southern Texas toward the 
Texas Ranger? 

• • . I think that there are some Eexican 
American s that feel t iv3. t ,·1e have perhaps 
abused .some one a l ong t he line . fut I do 
t hink t his . . . tha t most f.'.e.xic an Amer 
icans have tr~~endous respect for the 
Depar t ment of Public Saf ety and the Texas 
Rangers . 1 

Lit tle rese.:1rch h-3. s been done in an attempt to prove or disprove 

Colonel Speir ' s s t:1.temen t. It was believed tha t a study ,-1h ich included 

opinior.s of this minority would contribute to an unc'.erst e.ndin ~. o f the 

problem . 

Purpose 

The purpose of this study is t o provi de ar. historical background 

which will afford an understanding of the rela tionshi p betwe en t he Tex3.s 

Ran0 er ar.c. t he 1-;ex.i..can American . n.esearc h viill include a profile of today I s 

Texas Rang~r obtained t hr ough a qu estionna ire and an attitude survey of 

~:exican Ame ricans and Anglo . .'unericans toward t he Texa s Ranger . 'Ihe data 

gather ed will provide in siE;ht into th e current difficulties ex erienced 

by the se i r oups . 

1u. S . Commission 0 :1 Civil ?...ights , Hea rin r• Sefore the U. S . C0!rt1ais
sio~ on_ Civil Ri ~hts ( San Antonio , Texas : December 9-14, l';i68~ 720 . 
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For the :)urpose of t his sk.dy , a basic assumption ,,as made : The 

_t)roolem a r eas te tween t he Tex:.is :=:ange r and t he -~ex.ican .fil.erican have a 

le gt hy ,1istorical bac:~eroW1d . lt -..,a s hypothesized tha t res_;:) onscs to 

que stionr a ire items would r eveal that the · :exicm l merican holds the Texas 

Ran6er in l ess este em. t han does the Anglo American . 

In designing t his study s ever a l basic que stions ,:ere considered : 

1 . ·,.iho is the Texa s Ran 6er and wha t is his hi stcry? 

2 . How is the '-;exican American ' s hi t or y interrela ted to 
that of the Texas ~_n ~er? 

3 . i.hat is t l•e profile of today ' s Texa s Ranger? 

4 , ;.'hat is the pre s ent attitude of the '.exican Anerican 
mincri ty tov1ard t e Texas Ean ger? 

5. ·,.hat i s t he pre sent attitude of the An glo Amer ican 
toward the Texa s R.aneer? 

It -..ias ex ected that sue a study would : 

1 . Correct or di spel in part the stereotyped ima ge of 
the Texas Raneer . 

2. Answer questio,::; about his qua lifications , experience , 
educ · tion , aDd inservice nee( s . 

3 . )oint out the att itude differences o!:. :exica:-: k·:1ericans 
aLout the Tex s Ranger as oppos ed to An glo .' _e ric2.n 
attitudes . 

4 , l'rovide material for furth er research . 

1-:et hocis and Procedures 

A historica l study of both t he Ran a-e r and the -:exican }\mcrican was 

perforn,ed to give feelin g to the deep-rooted differences beh 1een t!"le hm 

organizations . brief r eview of these histories is rovided . Selltiz 

and ot 1ers define a de s criptive study as t eing an atte.r.1pt to dr;:i.w ?.. _picture 
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Of. s orn_ethi·n __,r- lJ' n sc i· ,,11t1' fi'c t er·r.•s . 1 So Tl' '1 of the R3. er exi' sts i' n l e end '" . _ , .ucr . 1. n t: . .. rr " 

and e sprit de ~ that thi s s t udy surpasses facts and fi t ures . 

Sixty of the ei z.hty Texc. s ctanfe rs r eturn ed questio!1naires Hhich Here 

composed of t\-;enty it e:ns so structured 3.s to r eve3.l f ac t ual descriptive da b . • 

The seventy- five pe rcent s el e ction \va.s considered suf f icie:1t to provide ar. 

overall profile . r om t his questionnaire tables ha ve been construct ed t o 

give the r eader reference data . 

As a source of pr· .ary data , five hundred ind i viduals r esponded to 

question s about the Texas R3J1gers . Four hundred were polled by r andor.uy 

selected streets in knm·m An .:;lo )._l;le::--i can and i n Y-J10Hn },exi can American 

s ections of San Antonio . Re s i der,ts on ea ch str eet He r e asked t o r epl y to 

the quest i ons in English or Spanish . As a s i de inter est i tem , one hundred 

Anglo Arnerican university students i n Dallas were asked to answer t he iter,1 s 

on t he questionnair e pr inted in English . 

Definition of .-:a ior Ter ms 

1 . Tex3.s 'l.anrer .-a r.ian s o des i snatcd by the Texas Depart nent 
of Public Safety to s e rve as s. Tex3.s R3.n 2;e r ; or a man 
ap:)Oi ted as a "'exas :l.ar:s e r ~, 2.n a gency pri or t o the DPS . 

2 . Le ica n Arie r ic a..'1 .-an AJ 1eric a.11 ci t i zen who i s a c cepted to 
be of SOIT!e Spanish or l '.exican origi n ; does not include a 
J-:exican ' i:!.tional. 

3 . An glo ,\merican . - in t his p:i.per , the American citizen of 
English or simila r ori c.., in as opposed to the '.cr..ican er -
ican , wr:os e origin i s Spanish or .-:exican . 

4. La,-, enforcement of fi cer . - a f ull-time , l eeally- corr.inis s ioned 
public police office r . 

5. Citizen . - a r esident of Texas ; a ci vi lian , as opposed to a 
l aw en f orcel!lent office r or policeman . 

lclaire Sel]tiz , et 3.1. , Re s earch .-'.e thods in Socia l Eehti ons (r '.ew 
Yor:c Holt , Rineha rd and-=;:;inston , 196h) , p . 65 . 



CHAPTij1 II 

BACKG:1Cu1'JD OF TH~ STUDY 

A History of the Ran Fer 

Over fifty books have been written 2.bout the Texas Ranger . 11e\,S-

paper a.l'"ld magazi."le articles n,ust exceed sever a l hundred . Sorne have been 

,-iritten by t he Ranger himself , describing a 1 ife of exci ement and chal 

lenge . 1 Gth ers have been aut hored by persons inspired by th e life of a 

particul ar Ranser or ;:r oup of Ranger s . 2 Among the best are t he ones 

written by professional historians ) Few of these a r e r e cent , howeve r . 

The historica l pattern of the Ranger appears to run in thirty - five 

yea r segments . (aut hor I s int erpretation only ) For ease of di s cussion the 

life span of the organ ization will be broken into five units of time : 

I 
II 

III 
IV 

V 

1830- 1865 
1865-1900 
190 1935 
193 5- 1970 
1970- 2005 

Pa rticular incidents involving ·'.exicans 2J\C: ~exican ;,mericans will 'ce err.

phasized to enhance l ater discussions . 

Period I 1830-1865 

It ,,:as during this period of time that the Ranfer found hi s earliest 

official bei:;inning . Stephen F . Austin had pr evious l y en,pl oyed & ,roup of 

ten men to serve as Rangers in 1823 , but little is knovm of the furthe r 

1 See A Texas '1::in9:er by N. A. Jennin_r;s , TaJ i r; the 1'u eccs Strin by 
George Durham, and ials an£_ Trails of ~ Texe.s it.3.n ~er by ,1illi am ~,-.'ar r en 
SterlinG , amon~ others . 

2Sce \·:ebb , £2..:_ cit . , and :£.ague ro of t he_ Brush Country , b:r J . Frank 
Dobie . 

3 Ben H. Procter , 11 The 1':oder n Texas '.l:mf.ers , 11 in fleflectioi s of ' est E'rn 
His toric1n~ , John .\ . C3.rroll , f,d . (Tucson : University of Ar izona Pr ess , 1969 ) , 
f or exa:u:,:>le . 

5 
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deve lopnent of t his or ian i zation . J The Perm~~ent Council of t he Texas 

Revolution 2.ut hori,.ed t he r e cruiU_n _q of t\-renty- fiv e vol:.mteer ?..2..11.~ers on 

1-:0vembe r 1 , 183 5 . Later it was 'rovided tin t t:ier e s '--: ould he a corps of 

1 50 m::m . Enli stment was for one ye3.r and payment con s i sted of r at i or;s , 

clothin ., horse se vice , and one dollar and t :1irty-fh'e cents per day . 2 

It ,-1a.s s aid of t he E·an,:;e r s serving in 1839 tl1at fe·.-1 were over b 1enty- t 1;1O 

years old but none -..-a s orc.ii.'1ar y . The most dangerous o f Colonel Hays I men 

had t he t est fE: J.tur es , r.mst 0r aceful m3.rmers , and softest voice ) 

The itanger 1s priD!lry duty was to protect the e3.rly TexA.s settl er 

f r om the Indian and later the 1-iexican bandit , and oc casionally fr om both . 

The Indian was not normally a teai:unate of the He:>:ica..>1 but d id sha re a 

common goal-to eliminate the ,-:hite intruder . Ever,ttally the Indian r e

alized the fi erceness of the Texcis- Hexican struggle and r etrea ted to await 

the outcoir.e . 

The original area the Ra.ri ,=o; e r served ,~as quite s.rr.all but was grad

ually exp.:mded ,-:ith the Tex'l.S Frmti er . The Ran~er met the need and w:i.s 

not bound to county border s ut could move as on e man or as thirty . He 

v!as inde endent of local votE:r s and local i nfluences . He was effccti ve 

in organ i zed countie s wh ere the supreinacy of the 12.w ·was threatened . One 

Ran6er could m2.ke an arrest , escort prisoners , and guard jails . Cne Ra.rire r 

could suppr es s a r iot or s t rengt hen the back of a ,,:averinr: judge or sheriff . 

If r,1or e Ran,;_;ers ,-1 re r equired , ,-rord v1as s ent . 

11.-!ebb , ~ cit ., p . 20 . 

2 11 Texa s Hancers , " ( Austin :. Texas Departr.ien t of Public Saf ety, CirccJ. 
1940) , p . 15 . 

3Jar.,es i~i,u ins Gr eer , ol one l J a ck !-fays - Texas · r ontic r Lead e r and 
Ca lifo rn i 3 ~uild~~ ( lew York : t . - . Dutton & Com~any, 1952;,p . 34 , 
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Violence is r ecorded early between the Ranger and the I~exican . 

Although there is no evidence that the Range r distinguished himsel f durinr 

t he Texas Revolution , a few men who participctted in the Battle of San 

J acinto l a ter found e.'llployment as Rancer s . 1'-ien,ories of the battl es at 

t he Alamo and Golia d were sti ll fresh in many of their minds . Feelings 

against the Hexican rr,ust ha ve been st r ong . 

Durin
0 

the l a te 1840 1 s the Rangers part i cipat ed in the 1-:exi can War 

wit h Gene r al Zachary Taylor . It wa s here that th e Han e er s became nati on

ally ,mm,m . They stood apart from t he r egul a r Army wi th their lone beards 

and mu st aches ar,d v:ide variet y of garments . A r ougher gr oup \•1as never 

s een . Among t h em , sur prisingly, wer e many coll ege graduates , doctors and 

1 
l awyers . 

In t he 18 50 ' s on York Creek n ear Seguin , Texas , Captain J . H. 

Callahan of t he Rang-;; r s led his men against a gr oup of "Mexican horse 

t hi e ves and ki lled three or f our . The following day Cal lahan offered a 

2 
r i de t o a wounded i•:exican , only t o shoot him as he neared the hor s e . 

Pr ior to this Callahan had pur sued a band of l nci ans into Hexico , only to 

be r epel led by a group of ;ex i cans . In his r etr eat his men burn ed the 

1-fexican city of . d 3 l.e' r 2,s 1egras . 

Anti- '.exican fe elir1g was in part en couraged by p r e- Civil '.~·a r beli e f 

t ha t the 10\ve r clas s \.'.exicms ,,,e re not advantageous to a slave- hol ding 

s ta t e , and in 1856 Colorado County f o r bade their presen ce , f ol l owed by 

l aoger ' . Conger , et al . , Ran1.ers of Tex2.s ( ·,\·aco : The Texi an Pr ess , 
1969) , Introduction . 

2Dobie , 21?..!.. cit . , p . 47 . 

3i:ebb , oo . cit . , p . 25 . 
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Natagorda Count y and t hen Uva l de County , which imposed tra vel r estrictions 

, . l 
upon ·.exicans . 

Jufu1 N. Cortinas and his !:::and of lCO men we r e opera tin~ in the Ri c 

Grande Valley a r ea in the 1860 1 s . Cortinas i,,;as believed by H".ny to be more 

dange r ous than Pancho Villa . He had crossed the River to lead a cai~p~ign 

of t~rror and slaughter and had captured Dro.-msville . In dea ling with 

Cortinas , the Hanger force had to cross the r ive r onto r-:e.xican soil to 

pursue th e bandits .
2 

During the Civil '.iar many P..ange rs and former Tiangers enlisted in 

"Terry I s Texas Rangers" corr.man ded by Colonel Ben j amin Franklin Terry , and 

3 
made an admirable record in the Con federate arr:1y . They were not s een 

again as a unit until 1874 . Procter quotes The Southern Patriot (Louisvi lle , 

August 1967) a s claiming tha t th e Rangers merged with the Confederate army 

in order to preserve slavery in the same manne r that they exist today to 

prevent strikes . 4 This is an example of r ath er poor historical logic . The 

Ranger of Texas I f r ontie r days v1as a corm1on settler pr essed into s erving 

Texas be cause there 1-ias a need for his services 2.nd he was protecting his 

own propert y a s well. Obviously , they do not exist to prevent strikes 

today . 

Period II 1865--1900 

.For a ti.me aft er the 1var Texas , like other Southern sta tes , found 

itself under strict military cont r ol , and in 1870 a Republican ca r petbag 

1Dobie , ~ cit ., p . 48 , 

2· :ebb , ~ cit . , p . 175 , 

3 " 1' '.:> -- ti • t exas ,1.c1.11gers 1 ~ ~ , 

4Proctcr, oo . cit . , p . 215 , 

1940, p . 16 . 
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governor took ofl'ice . The state police \vhich he set up WJ. S sor1e thinb less 

than Tex,ms desir ed . Char z.ed \•1ith the en f orc en.ent of unpopular ) a,;s , they 

f ell i nto disrepute amoni the ·.-,ar-weary citize:1s . 1 

The Ranger org:mizati on ,:2..s r e- instituted a ~ain i n the mi d-1870 1 s , 

wh en a gr o of men l ed by Captain L . H. J.'.dielly proceedeci to the :lio Gr .'.lrlde 

Valley to deal with 1·.exica.'l cattle P1ieves . His orders -:e r e to kil l hose 

thieves he found on this s i de of the borde r and to take no prisoners . At 

th ':!. t time the Ran f ers had a '.exican ."'-r.:Rric?.n .e!r,ber , Ffan':'e r J esus S':l.nc oP.l. 

He a l so served as .:.nterpret e r and i t erroga or . If he dete rmi ned t he l·'.ex

ican involved t o be a citizen of the Un ited S 3. t es he l et hir.l r.o ; shoul d he 

be as y or a bandit he was ma r ched to the earest tree and han ~ed . Fo) 

l o,:in[; ?. shooti,.g battle with t he bandits h e dea hs i,:ere listed as : Texas 

Ranger s dcad- ctan er Berry Snith , age sixteen . 1-:exican Pandits-about 

thirteen dead . The battle occurred in t he brush near Palo Alto , And the 

bodies of all we re brour;ht to tlr0v.11sville . The body of the Range r ;;-3.s 

given a f ine burial ; t he bodies of the ~exicans were l aid in the squa re 

f or cl am . ·, :hen no one cane to vie\, them t hey we r e buried in cl trench . 2 

Salarie s ciurfr G the t ime r ange d f rom fort~>' dollars per r.ionth fo r 

priv:i.tcs to seventy-fiv8 dollars per T'.lonth for lieutenants .J A widel:' syn

dica ed ne,1s 3.per f atured an article stat in ,:>; that one rla p:e r Capta i en

listed only teetot,.lers who i,:ere church • embers and non- smokers . ,, ot all 

of the ca pt ains \,ere t his strict , but the :lan0er w,qs r equired t o hs.ve a 

1" bb •'te , o • ci!:..:_, p . 220 . 

2Thid ., p . 245 , 

3 T. R. Ha vins , "Tex-".S Ranger ,.,r ontie r Ba t talion : Co:npany E, " ·:·est 
Tex::i.s Hi storio.l . ssoc i a t ion ~ear Book 'Jol llr.'.e 11 U-b ilene : ':.'est Tex:i.s 
Historical .. s s ociati on , 1iOV:C:T:1be r-19J5 ' p . 64 . 
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1 . 1 1 11 t. l r eputation beyond r eproa ch anci. , e po i te J.nd gent er~,.:in y at a m e s . 

In 187'? the Ranger s \·1ere c ::i.ll cd upon t o te r min!'l.te the so- cal l ed 

Sal t Var v1hen t he salt lakes of t he Guadal upe 1-'.ountain::; of ')est Tex.:i.s \·1ere 

clai.Jned by a f e1.,r hnericans 1·1ho denied a ccess to t he 1-:exic m s . For nore 

t han a centur y t he -:exicans had enjoyed open a cces s to the ar ea of dry 

s a l t flats 110 mi les east of El Pa so ( then called · randir ) . Salt ,,as 

fr e e , and t :1e Lexicans cair.e from bot h s i cies of t he r i ver fe r it . The di s 

t urban ce c ai. e a' out when .3. f e1·1 :~er i cans from Fr anldin undertook to cont r ol 

t he a r ea on t he Texas side of the Ri o Gre.nde . Th e t-:exi c m s surrounded the 

f ew Jmi.eri cans and Ranger s present and put Frankl in unde r s e i ge . .-'.ft er 

t hree cays t he !uneric:ms and rla.ngers s urrender ed , and three Americ.c>ns ,.,er e 

put t o death . The survivors l a t e r 1,1ent for a id , but by t he t ime t hey r e

turned the Salt ';iar was over . 2 

Rel ations wi th Eexicans durinG thi s period certair1l y did not improve 

and pr obabl y suffered a litt l e . Ci t i zens i nvol ved thems el ves in battles 

with t he r.:exican bandit s , and r el at ion s betv;een I-'.exicans 3.nd 'texan s t ·ecl."!'e 

wor s e . 1- r om 1:ex ico , a cross t he river f r om Hagl e P3.ss , came 150 bandits 

bent on p] under . They s plit i nto four un i t s , h r ee of which wer e -:1.ppre

hended by t he ca va lry at San Di ego , Texas ; the fo urth s r ot!p 1-ient on t o 

Cor pus Christ i , but citizens stopped them outsi de the city li'T.i ts . ~he 

results of t his r a i d could be seen b.1 th e numbe r o f ;•• exicans hangin ~ fror.. 

a r e3. trees . .!... brid_se on t he :\gua Dulce Creek hecan:e a f avorite spot f or 

Hhite r esic.. cnts to ick of f Lexi can bandits , \.,rhose bodi ~s wer e l ater t hro1,rn 

i nto the creeh: . J 

1 J .::>. ck i .3.rtin , '....order Poss - Caotain John R. Hu[.hes ( Sm imt cnio : "'he 
!aylor Company, 1%2) , p . 15~ 

2·,:eob , ~ cit ., p . 346 . 

3 ohi e , op . cit ., pp . 61- 62 . 



11 

It wouJ_d be a great mist.:1;ce to consider that all !1:exicans hated the 

Americans and vice vers'.l. . In f act , the I'.!3.jorit y re] i ed upon each othe r 

heavily for goods and services . Betwee!"l JI\3.11 / Anglo- Texans and l•:exican-

Texans strong bonds of frien dshi ;:, [,r ew . 

But there v1ere s ome 1':exican s w'.10 fe l t that t he l and , especially 

that ortion south of the -'.ueces River , was stolen from ther:1 ; _ indeed , th e~-

call it hal f Nexico today . They thought th2.t eventually they would be in-

valved in \1ar v:ith the United st:=,_tes . Some felt tha t they could de.fe 1.t the 

United St:ltes if only Tex:i.s would stand still . Eut i t vias S-'-l i d that for 

each Texcin killed , t wenty- five I:exicans ... e t early de'lths .1 

On the othe r hand , a fei,; Texans didn ' t believe in t he border ' s 

being the Rio Grande- - especiall: not ,.hen it involved just punishmen t . 2 

ln 1881 :-{ange r Jan1es Gillet kidnapped his prisoner , an ac cus ed murderer , 

and broui:;ht him to Texa s in an early r'or;n of 11moonlight extradition . 113 

Durin 5 the tir,1e Cor tinas ruled -:atar1or-a s by martial law , the city was full 

o f ;exican troops . Ran ger s earned titles as da redevils when they roc.e the 

f erry a cross the r iver t o enter the dance halls aid shoot out the lights . 

Then , as quickly as they carr.e , they would f lee int o Texas . Pur suing then 

,,as a horde of : exican soldiers , f iring their weapons a..11d cursing . 4 

Period III 1900-1935 

In June of 19 C the :ianger force 1.-1as reduced tc four cor.:panies of 

~Ib id . , p . 61. 

2Tuid ., p . 61. 

3George 
0cto,-e r , 1927 , -

p . 71 , 

Gray , 11 •-:uic };: on the [.ir2..w , " ,'i.me rican : ;i_ r,a zine , 1/olune 101+ , 
52. 
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six men each t :-irou,:;h a r uling b~- t e ste.te ' s At t orney General on the 1874 

l aw ,1h · ch ori~inall/ authorized the ilE.nger . Cver a year l a t er , l e gisl3.ticn 

1>1as en :1 cted t hat incre 3. s ed the size of the force . Thus a new :langer force 

was created in 1901 , r ir.1a ily for ·.-.est Texa s and the Eexican c order . 

·. :ebb sa id four horse s existed for the :"r.anger durin g this pe riod : The 

r evolutioi wi t :1 in -:exico , rohi :::i tion , ·,:orld .:a r I , and the Texas Oil 

1 Boom . Indeed , he wa s corre ct , but perhaps a f ifth horse 'l'1as present : 

Pol itics . 

The r evolution in 1-Iexico Has not totally con fined within t he border . 

I t occasiom.ll y spilled a cross the river i nto Tex;:i, s . In Octol' e r of 191 5 

a t r ain \':a s ,-:recked north of Brownsville and its pas sengers robbed . .·'.ex-

i can bandits killed the enGineer and three othe r s were injured . I n De c

ember of 1917 t he Rangers anci the U. S . Anny st -1ged a three- hour invasion 

of Viexico t c ;)Ur sue goat t hi eves . 2 

l t was in 1915 that a plot by the l '.exicans to overthrew the United 

States was discovered . Called the Plan of San Di ego, it proposed t o \·1in 

back several South,-1estern states t hat t he Grin gos allegedly stole from. 

l':exico . The plan called for the sei zure of land and the death of all 

Americ an m3.l es over six.teen . The plan 1>1as said to be backed by for ei gner s 

with in ter est s in the war in Europe . The :-I.angers assisted in t his inves

t i gaUon . Also a oout this t ime a slightly biased ; r ou;:, investip t ing the 

r-exican mistrea t rnent of Americans counted over five hundr ed American D-.ur-

ders in a d cade . 3 

l wal t c r Prescott ·, :e b , The Story of the e:>:a s ;t8.n ri-e rs ( :ew ~ork : 
Grossett R_. Lunlap , 1957), pp . 133- 134 , 

2Hebb , ~ Century of Fror.tier Defense , ~ cit . , p . 4e7 . 

3rhi~..:.., PP . l~? 6 and 484 . 
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Since Texas was t hen dry .:i.nd I:e;,:-.ico wet , the ?..anger f ound himself 

enforcinc l he n evi pro:i.ibitio:1 la•.:s . In additi on to t his t he ·. :ar r rou'-,ht 

t o t he borde r a wide array of Germar1 spies , draft evaders , and bandits o 

Sudden v1en 1th and 
0

rowti1 in r:iany Texas oil tmms brc,ught count l ess pro l c:c:s . 

In dealing vii th t hes e the nanger fow d still more difficulties . In 

l <;,18 t he Ja.n 6 ers a rre sted , detained , and t hen rel :!ased a J.:exican Ame ric2.n 

named lorencia Garci a . Later his t od~r was sup~osedl/ f ound near t he river , 

a l thou,:;h it a par entl y was never i dentified properly . Thi s cau5ed a f lurr y 

of excite::ient over Han 0 er treatuent of prisoners . The R..qngers r etorted 

t hat t he raa ltre2. t ment charbes wer e caused by German pr opagandi st s and spies 

or those opposed t o Governor Hobby ' s bid f or e l ection . 1 

In the fall of 1918 b-10 incidents invol ving Ran ger 3er:-eant &ds 

br ough t more unf avora,,l e attention t o the Ranger . Two men shot and ki lled. 

Edds I pr isoner and explained tl-ia t he ,-1as attempting to es ca e . Six: v:eeks 

l ater Sergeant ~ds himself s :,ot and killed t he \\Ton,:, nan , a exica; i1P..~ --

ic 0.11 , Hhile matin;r an a r rest. 2 

Prior t o this , in 1902 a i-'.exican nar:1ed Ramon De La Cerda ,,ho had 

been cha1 ging or ands on a coH was appr oached by Rangers , all egedl y r esisted 

arrest and \-!as shot to deat!l. , ,'ill inquest hel d l ocally deter mined that 

anger fu.ker fired i n self defense , t ut t ne r.ody was se cretly disinterred 

f or a second inquest a.rid ,:o r d spread that evid ence \·ias found t o indica te 

t he body was dra,:;ged and rr.a l t r e:1ted . The i ssue :-- e came a political one a.'1d 

:tange r Eaker fo nd himsel f ambushed , but he es ca ed onl~, to l a ter s hoot 

t he deceased ·'.eY.ican I s rother . The wi t ness to t his , :as l ate r f ound s1,ot . 

1 lbid ., p . 5C8 . 

2Ibid . , p . 512 . 
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A l ater governor I s investigat ion into these incident s fai l ed to fincl gro,md 

t o censc: re the Rangers .1 

In 1919 , s tate ::te resent-it i ve J . T. Canales began an investige.tion 

into ~:-i ger activities in i·1hich the Ha.n r,ers v1e r e clnrged \·1ith eight een 

counts of dru.n,<enness , disorderly conduct , and tortur e of prisoners , anon g 

other s . Canales I ori
0

i r1:.1 l intention ,-,as to inve sti _, ::. te t he ?~..ngers i n 

orde r tc prove the .eed for highe r pay and hus attra ct qualified raen . 

Dur inb testir:1.0ny i t \·;as r evealed t:-iat the :.8J1 gers a nd civilians may ha ve 

killed five hLU1dred to five thousand \exicans . 2 In the ea r ly 1920 1 s the 

r esident of 1-lexico , Venustiano Carranza , offered evi dence documenting 

the murde r and l ynchin<-> of 114 t:exicari citi zen s who we r e kill ed in t he 

Rio Gr aJ1cle Valley . His chaq_;es \·Jere a cknm-;ledged diplomat ically ) 

'l'her e is n o doubt that the '1n.nger ki lled many innocent 1-;exican s 

du r ing these times . The i'orcc had grO\,,m t o over a thousand , and r.L'\ny men 

of l ·ess t han desirable qual it· had foun d a home i n the fo r ce . Three gov-

ernors arc cr edited with t his soil s system: Col qui t t , Ferguson , and 

Hobby . 4 The ad.--:-,ini strati on of Gover or 1leff created adc.i tional 1·:oes when 

it tri ec:. to \•:ipe out bootl ez.ser dens i n and a out 2an Ant onio . Increasin,:; 

difficult i es l ed to court action , which r ul ed t h~t t he Ranr,ers coul d not 

offer assistance until they vier e as'·cd t o do so by l ocal authori ties . 5 

1 I ' "d ~ µ . h62- 465 , 

3 stan Steine r , La Raza : Th ~ ~cx ican Ame r icans ( 1'.eH Yor ;c : H3.rper and 
Row, 1969) , p . 360 . 

h1; ebb , ~ Century of i"r ontier cfen s e , ~ ci ~ , p . 486 . 

5,-;el lin;ton ;-q--i11k , 11 The Texas ~lan;;f!r s , 11 • • o land's, Vol •me 46 , J 3.n11a ry, 
1927 , pp . 13 2-nd J9 . 
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The re;mtation of the ~i.c.nger was to suf er e ven uore , as ~, 193 5 

s ome three t .- o,1so.nd nan~er bad
0

es had been £:iven av:ay , P.10 s t l y to f riends 

of hi 6h stat e offi cial s . 1'.'lese honorary 11Ra.n 6er s 11 u~ed the ! adge to win 

s pec i al favors fo r thenselves or to i nti.rr.icl.?ite others . Sal esmen even o -

t ained r oo:a d." scounts with t:1em . Sti l l another phony 11Ranger 11 settled a 

disput e ovff property boundaries 1.1ith a neizhbor Ly flas hing a badge . 

The n eig:11:Jor beli e ved that he woul d te gunned dm·m if he c i dn ' t agree to 

the loss of a f e\•I a cres of land .1 

Pedod lV 1935- 1970 

8'J 1935 ,,any peopl e felt that tl-ie :tan~er had outlived h i s USt, fu l n ess 

and s hould be a~ol i shed . oth~rs f elt that the f orc e shoul d be modernized 

and placed un cter a st3te a 6ency other t han the .' d ,j ut3.nt C-€ner a l I s office . 

Texas I n ew gove rnor , J ame s V. . llred , discovered the r oot of t!-ic 

pr obl e1t t. Allred appointed Albert S. Johnson t o ser ve as chairm2.n of the 

newl y- creat ed ublic Safety Coruni ss i o:1 . Johnsen ' s fi rst duty was t o stop 

t he di strit ution of, onorary badges and t o begin ca ll ing i n those dis t r i 

buted ov c. r t he years . He r eloca ted the 1canger s t o a site in :-i orth : ustin , 

\•/h er e they we r e t o un i te with tl-ie State Highway Pat r ol. .. s t h i s action 

came a out after one hundr ed years of service , i t prompted ';:eob to cite 

t he event as sienificant in the cieJ!tise of t he Mn 3er . 
2 

But ~-:ebb i,;as wr oi: ti; . 

Eventuall y six dis t ricts wer e creat ed in the s tate for jur i sd i ction md 

r esponsibi lity of each of six Ran ge r compani es • 

. AJ. l r ed ' s coMni ssion set h i
0

1er s t andards for i ndi vi dua l nan~ers . 

Political pul l ,H s r e l a ced by examinat ions 3 . .nd r e coi~mendati ons . Seniority 

l· 1er ert ki.llo,- ?!·;.son , j r ., The Texas ic.'l.n ;-f' r (! ew York : The l-,e r-id8th 
r ess , 1967) , pp . 131,- 135 . 

21iebh , _t, Centur y of Frontier Defens e , o-=- cit . , p . 567 . 
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and i)erforr::an ce \,ere ccns i de r ed bef ore any Ranq_;e r was promoted . To re 

ccns i de r ed , an applicant had to t-e betwee t :1irty and f orty-five year·s ol d , 

at le-:\st five feet eii;l t inches te.11 , an d of sound rrind a."ld body . ~:ach 

r.!an r eceived t r ainin~ in t eci1nique s of fin ge r printing , cornaun ications , 

ba llistics , and r ecords .1 

The i8n£ers nov: ope ·ated i,:it' a group of f orty privates , six ser

geants , and six captains di stributed a.:nong the compan i es . But even wit h 

the depart!nent I s r ene,!al , t he aant;e r found hir:!s elf in the ne \1S time and 

time a;ain . In 19 54 tv:o Rangers were indicted fo!' assault with intent to 

mur der for t . cir part in a scuffle v:ith a Sout~ Texas politica l '·oss . 
2 

The fifties also s aw State Repr esentative Charles 1. J ieck of San Antonio 

promoting a"'olist>Jilent of t he Ranser , calling :.i.rn 2. r elic of the "pistol 

w·, i ing da7s II of la\•; en f orcerr,ent ) 

In June of 1966 a dis3.gr eeT.ent be t1~e en l abor an d manaE;errent occur red 

i n .Starr County in Sout . Texas . The Union i•:as s eeking to organize i ts mem

bers anu e"tauli sh a min:i.r.iwn wa[:;e of ~l. 25 per ~our . ~•,hen managcrr:ent i ..,

nored t he de1!la1 ds , a 3 87- .lile I. ?-rch on the state capitol was perfcrued to 

protest the sj_tuation of t he nligr an t ;1orke r . W1 E,n t heir demands were still 

not met , t he m;:i_rchers r etc:.rneci to Starr County , and the strike intensifi ed . 

\•;r i tin g about the situat ion in South Texas , Procter has said : 

·,Ii th vi olence :i.Jr1ninent , Starr County officials called 
upon t he Texas ?..anger s to hel p their sraall poJice force keep 
orde r , especially s ince several dest r uctive fir es and a cts 
of s abota,;e ciur· 6 t he preceding six months h3.d gone unsolved . 
Ran~e r Captai!, .\ . Y. Allee of Company D, with s e ven of his 
ffien , quickly r e s ponded- and t he n the trouble began . For 

l >r octer , ~ ~ cit . , p. 219 . ( nequirernent s 13.ter modified to raini mW!l 
age 26 and five ye:irs I outsta:1din.~ l a ;1 enforcc.'lent expe rience . ) 

211 an ers Indicted in P3.r r Scr·.lp , 11 D3.1l:i.s 1'.ornin<:: '! ews , Februar y 
4, 1954 . 

3 ·:ayne (;1.rd , "Texas Still .-feeds lt s rl;rn 0e r Force , 11 Dall;:,s l '.or ninr. 
e-ws , :arc'1 10 , 1958 . 



1l a huel ga 1 ,-.as no lOi'[er ju3t a strike by ,)OOr mi '."' r ant 
,,orkers s eeking a livin[_: ·t1ate and a chance to esc:.1.pc pov
erty ; new it had bec o:;·e r.1Ulti-fa ceted , explosive , in 1.1any 
way syribolic . - or boV1 the liherals and tl-ie conserv,1.tivcs 
of Texas it had beco;:;c a poli tical foot1.:lall , for Starr 
County o 'ficials a ' hot pob.to I v1 ·1ich ni Ght affect lo c::i.l 
political careers , and for Yarborough a club to swing at 
Connally . 1-'os s ibly l abor believed t :-13.t it ,-10uld help 
strengthen the cause 01 unionism in Tex~s ; e r haps socially 
and poli tically sensitive ur1iversity stu6ents and chur ch 
l eaders thou,;ht of it as a fight for civil rights and 
human diiJ1ity ; a nu.r:1.bcr of i'iexican- .1.me ricans may have 
hoped t hat i t w1.s the t-egi n.nin o a social r evolution 
which v10ul d top,?le the 1euclal economic and political sys
t ems in th e :ho Grande ·valley . But for the ?.angers ' l a 
huelga ' was a be·.-iil dering , anc;ering , unpleasant assign
ment . It had be cone too con i)li c<1..ted ; old rr.ethods of l aw 
enfo r c ement were no lon:;e r effective .1 
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or three Hf;e~s the strike r, r ell i n i ntensi ty , with each jncident 

a gf,ravating the public temper , ea ch arrest inc r easing the di s cord bet.•1een 

the R.aneer and st r iker . Soon c 3Jlle char ges thJ.t the 1 :mger \·:as guilty of 

brutality , of violation of civil rights , and of fa voritiSL'l tm-1ards the 

grm,1er s by trying to break t h12 strike . The :1,,1.nf"ers beg,m to make arrests , 

cha r ging violations of the state ' s l aw on boycot ts , picket i ne , and second

a ry strikes . 

PASO, the Pol i tica l Association of S ani sh Speaking Organizations , 

called for abolishment of the Texas Rr.inze rs based upon the farm l abor dis

put e . P 1 SO s :ti d , 11 The (a!1ger has outlived hi s original purpose of paci

f ying Indian upri s ings , cont r olling bandit r y , and curbing bootlef.,_!:;ing . 

t he Ran.:;er l acks the i ntelli6ence necessar y to deal wi t h hum~ beings , 

causin6 soc i al confli c t vihich could r esult in riots . 11 PASO further said, 

11 The Ranger ha s r epeatedly been g .tilty of biased politica l r epr esentat ion , 

oppr e s sing l abor or6ani zin6 efforts , en forcing :mconstitutional l aHs , and 

viol atinc the civil r i 0 hts of' i nnocent peopl e , includini news aper and 

1 rocter , £2.!. cit ., p . 225 , 
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television r e present tive s , rner1her s of the cler ~r , coll e ;_:e student s , wone:1 

and chi ldr en . 111 

In 1967 the Texas :'.dvi sory Cou -.iittee to t he co,nr:'.i ssicn on Civ il 

llight s , having hear d t esti: on_y c on cer njn g th e farr.1 labor dispute i n St "l.rr 

County , Te:os , concluded t hat excess i ve forc e Has used hy lo ca_ ;ioli ce 

211d Texa s :b.ngers a6a inst s trikin g l '.exican _.'.;me ri can Horlcers . 'ihe Com-

mit t ee a sk ed the Cepartment of Ju stice t o invest i ~J te h e c c?.se . Sena t e 

investi gating subcor:unittee a l !".;o c oncl uded that exces s i ve f orce had been 

used . 'lhe tJat i onal Coun cil of Churches o.nd t he J'L- CIO supported l awsui ts 

t o enj oin t :1 e Ran eer fr cm inte r f ering ilith t he s t rikers . The P.anger , s a i d 

t he Committee , i s r egar ded ,1ith gree..t r eserit ment and di s t r ust by many ;:ex-

• I • 2 i can .u.me r ice..n s . 

Speaking of t he r e o ·t by t h e Texa s ;..dvi s ory Corf'Jl1 i ttee , U. S . '.tep

r esentative C'-0:1 zal ez sai d i t wa s \•rron ~ for t he co,1r,s ittee t o s pend ~SSC'C , CC( 

to r e cor.n en d a !"olis l-unent o f the !-I.anger force . C-onzal e z a l so called the 

r f'port fa ulty 1.nd ;nediocre . 3 

In the s w.ner of 1967 , U. S . . Senato r Ha r ri s on A. ', fill i ,c,.ms of ~Je,.-; 

JeY-sey , c .airman of the sub c. on:n.i .te e on mi grator y l a bor , s a i d the failure 

of a Texas .:tange r t o appe ar befor e hi s suhcor.J~.it ee l eft t he r ecord un

contr ver ,ed r e: a rding ch~r ge s of brutal ity a gainst f ann l a or pickets . 1, 

Stat e Senator Joe r ern2.l of :3an Antonio sai d he pl2 .ned o introduce 

lJimrny !:lank s , 11?:\SO Atta cks Connall y , F..an6ers , 11 al le.s -:orn i n P- 1lews , 
Augu s t 14, 1967 , 

2Hel cn rl.01 ;2n , The ?fexican JlJue r i can , a pap er p r epa r eci f or t he U. S . 
Co~llili s s ion on Civil '<.i 0h ts , 196e , p . 16 . 

3 11;' :inger ;,,bo]ition Bast ed by epr es entative C-onzal e z , 11 uallas TimP s 
Herald , i·>.rch l C, 1970 . 

4i .ar tin Casey , 11 Brutality Cho.r e es Uncontr over t ed , 11 Dal l c1s_ :orni f'; 
~ews , J uly 14, 1967. 
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1 . 1 t . t 1-- t ' ~ b 1 · ' ' l e is a ion o , a vc :-ie ,t..: c·cr a o isnea . later , Ber nal admitted hi s 

bill v:oul d not, ha ve a chance if i:-troduced . 2 T:1 i s t heory ,:as nev ~r put 

to t he t es t , for t he bill , ;3.s ne ver introduced . 

So. e critic s of the ·ang8r have said that he ha s litt l e t o do . 

Thi s l ine of r easoning is not n ew . 1,.t the t urn of the century 3.n old

time ;'- ;::er comY,iented t.h=ct the criminal cf 'i'exas v1as different in the 

ol d days . In those da.ys they con
0
,r egated in mun ers en the fro,, t. i e r to 

defy the l aw and i nst i tuted plans that woul d prntect t:1eri f!'o :11 the l aw .3 

\·:ebb said the ;:iresent- day forc e i s small and often the men have lit t l e to 

do . Tex;;i.s is nm-1 e;enerally a l a,,- a i din . pl ace , but the re ,:e r e , any t i.mes 

when t his wa s not so . I+ . .\t l east one 11.a.riger con curs t~at the need has beer: 

el:u,1inated s cr.iel·:hat . "The P;m.;er , 11 he says , 11doesn ' t get the sensationa l 

cases anznuor e . 11 Al so c ited i n this cirti cle -...;as t he 1968 felony case l oad 

of l , lr/+9 cases for si..xty- tNo ~eers , or h :enty- three cases per ye:ir , per 

• an . This :;1eans each :-'tanger worked cnly two cA.ses per 1:.onth . 5 ( A chect 

of t hes e f i 6ures r <° veal s a oss i ble mi sta~e o t '·'.e part of t he journalist . 

In 1968 , 3 , 443 cases ,:ere inve s t i gated , a nd 1 , 418 a rrests ,1er e ade . )6 

U. S . Assist :1nt .\ttorne· Gener al 1:;ill ·:lilson called t he Ranger "a r esi due 

111Af;gre ·sive Tex:is ~ gers Fa ce i g 1t for Sxi stenc e , 11 Dallci.s Tines 
Herald, Ja.1 uary 10 , 1968, Sectio:1 A, p . 4, also ':'.est , Houston Pos!:_, oo . cit '.... 

2Roland Lindse':' , 111 "..an_f:;e r .-:ystique 1, 11 Dalb.s .~orn in o: .!ews , Septe .. 1:-'cr 
21 , 1969 , Secti on. , p . 4C, 

3 Ja'1 ',/ . Robe rt s , f'v3.n ,~ers and Soverei rn t ·r ( S3.n ,\ntor. i o : Hood Pr i r ti:-i" 
i( fu 6r a ·ing Co ., 1914) , p . 121. - -

4,,;ebb, The Storv- of th.e '.!:._~.xas -~ger s , oo . cit ., p . 3 , 

51;a ve .t-:or. t gomer y , 11 Texas f-..a:.~ers : -:u seum Pi ece? 11 DAlla s 'l'i;nes -lera l d , 
July l G, 1969 . 

6Tex;i.s e a r tm~ .• t of ~ublic t.-a f ety, 11196 - 1968 Ri er.!1 i a l Report , 11 

( Austin : ':'ex:i.s Departme,1 t of Public Safety , pril , 1969) , p . 7 , 
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of frontier soc:!.ety . 111 A chain::3.n of the Public Safety Commissio:1 , Cliff 

Cassidy, said Texas is beccminr, . ore ur an , and the ?..ancer i s part of a 

rural a ;ency . 

Yet ari1idst a l t he contr oversy , there are st i lJ those ,,ho advocate 

the presence of the '.1.ange::-s : 

Governor res to &tith : "Texas ·without the :tangcr would 
be l ike mcxas w· thout the ;,13.!Tlo . 11 

LT Gover nor . en Parnes : "They have a good psychol o.<:ical 
effect . I 'n not goinc to do anything but en courage the 
Rangers . rr3 

The editor of a a l las nev:spape r sai d , 11 • • • abandonment 
of a l aw enforcel"',ent group viith the gr eci.t tradition and 
es::>rit de ~ of the Tex.as Ran gers ,10uld be a de f inite 
l oss to the state I s crime- fightin g forc es . r,4 

In 1927 it was noted by Br ink 'that dense cities had sprung up on. t he 

pr a i ries , gi vin E, shelter to l urkin~ snakes of hW'lan i ty . The Ranp;er was 

a s mu ch at home i n the alleys of the big towns as in t he unpeo;,led cha?

arral regions . 5 

Per iod V 1970- 2C05 

Tne Texas Le is] ture i ncreased t he size of t he Ranger force to 

eighty m~r.1bers , e ff ective Se tembe r 1970 . Although i t i s virtual l y in1pos

sible to easurc , the R-'.lllf,C r of the Sevent ies r:1.ust enjoy some of the effec s 

11-:ontc3omery , '.£.imcs Hera ld , ~ cit . 

211.:'evill Case Points Ranger Shift , 11 alias Times Herald , June 9 , 
1969 , p . 1. 

31i .dsey, oo . cit . , p . 1.0 . 

4 11 Texas Rangers Valuable , " Dallas Tir:1.es Hera l d_, February 2 , 1968, 
p . 18 . 

5Brink , ~ cit . , p . 36 . 
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of a centur; of l8f,end or near- le5end . It has been called the "rbn:::er 

l,trstique . 111 This r...:iy strn1 f r om old car.1pfire tales of indetercina°r:' le ay,e . 

};ost ccr.1:ion of thesE: is the adage , 11 Cr1e rliot , Cne E.anger , 11 a cliche w~ich 

i.ebl~ said the ~:.ang-2 r had to suffer he<J.rin_g over a thous-s.nd UJ11es . Thi s 

saying apparently dates fr om t he year 1896 when l'ia.nger Captai n Bill 

-:cDonald st epped fro,1 a train in allas . He had been called to assist 

t he city officia l s :.i.fter the l atter had r ul ed a c-ainst having a p r i ze box

ing r1at c=-i but coul d not enforce the r ul i r, . 1-:cDona. l d alle._ cdly ITL:1.de the 

statement in r epl y t o the city official s I question of ,,1h:, onl y one mar: 

had beer. sent . 
2 

This is not (iUite r err esenta ive of the SJm1:;er of t od'l.v . 

Although the geographic di stribution , eighty Ren serving over 260 , C00 

square i l c;s , demands individual strength , the R2n i:;e r ,10ul d prefer to ha,,e 

he l p in dealing ,~ith a r iot... 3 

This aura th3.t surrounds the ;·anger co1.tritutes i.'1 par t to a hi .::h 

degree of desir e to becor,,e a part of the f orce . Tne year 1969 , ]ike 1926 , 

s aH over five hund r ed appli cants f or a handf ul oi' posi tions . li At any rate 

the man ,-1ho wil l s erve as a Ran rre r ,-, ill be an individual , yet he ,..,ill enjoy 

t he pres t i ge of t he e;r oup . Cn ce i t 1:1as r erHr ked in a re1.1 York ne·,1spape r 

tha t one particul ar .:lm ger sho four Nexica.n bandits during t h e week , and 

on t.he f c l lO'.·i i ng Sunday occupi ed 2. front scat in his chnrch 9.t the orn j.nf, 

and evening s~rviccs . 5 Another r e f erred to himself as a Y-oth r - in-lav1 

l lb· . 
~ ' p . 40 . 

2carrie J . Cr ouch , "1·i8et t he Hist or ic R..:::m ger , 11 !a i onal Re:-iublic , 
Volume 19, July , 1931, pp . 28- 29 . 

3 n 1e a·.1 t hor determir ed this t hr ough i nter vi ev1 . For other his tor i c 
s ay ings , see a ppenc.ix . 

4 indse:r , oo . cit . , p . 40, ,md Gcor::i;e ·.: . Cray, "The '.':.i.tch on t h e 
Rio Gr ande , 11 .-mc 1·i cc1.'1 :-v·~zine , Voltune 101 , 1-1:?.y , 1926 , p 48-50 . 

511 Toe ole of the Tcx:is ilan[;er , 11 Li ten.r y Dir-est , Vol u.11e 48 , t:wn · e r 
13 , L.:i.rch 28 , 1914 , p . 711 . 
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of the churc11 , since his ,~ife w1s a rr.ernoer . 1 

This element of i'am~ enu.bl es the ibnger to get his joL done . l '.ore 

than once the I\.J.rl ier has l een called to intervi e·..i a suspect when local 

authorities had teen unable t o obtain a stat ement . Strmgel y er.oue'-1 , the 

accused bet;a.n to talk when the Pzn6er entered the roor,1, not frora fe:!.r but 

more fro1 r es cct . 2 During t he 18,0 ' s t ' e :'..anger 6a ined a r eput aticrc cf 

usiEt; forc e to o;)tain inforrr,atio r . I n t his area he 1-;as r1ore e f ficie nt 

t han the ar:Tiy . Hi s pr isoners would talk ; U1eirs \•;ou.ldn ' t .3 The J-:exic2n 

considered the soldier J. joke , l ut •,;ould not tamper with the ~.anger unless 

he cou) d s11oot him in the l' ck . 4 Durin,£". the 2.andit ':.ar the Ran er exceeded 

t he l irr~ts imposed upon the Army and caused i t to be said that the Unit ed 

States did not i .cw ,,here he ,.,ould stoj:> , and rexico di d net lmc,•! hm-, to 

stoj:> hi_rr_ . 5 

But the disorder of the late sixties r esulted i.11. ground 8a~ned by 

t he rr~ori ty . ublished re;>orts from the investiga tions of the diwrder 

r eveal ed a ;-;idesprcad distrust of l a,, enforcement indicatL·e of the s erious 

pr oblem bet,-1eE::n police cof.1i:1unity r e l at i o ,s and t 11e r1.i or · ty . The Tex::i.s 

.dvisor,1 Committee held closed hearin s in Hay , 1967 t o discuss Hanger ~ct

ivities . The Rangers wae not pr esent on thi s occasion but did .ake a 

sta tement a t the open heari.11.0 in December , 1968 . 6 

1·,:ebh , A Centu r y of_ ?ro!:tier Defense , ~ cit ., p . 458 . 

2cbtained through author 1 s int ervie,-:s . 

3clyce ,urha.~ , TaDin~ the :ueces StriE (Austin : University of Texas 
Pr ess , 196~) , p . 55 . 

4','febb , A Ce:.tu r y 0 • • , p . 514 . 

5 11 he 1-ole of the Tex;,.s Ran ;i:er , 11 ~ cit. , p . '713 . 

6u . S . Co1crniss ion on Civil Rights , Report of the Corr.mission , '.ex
i can ,1.rnr.rions and the .\d.minis r:-ttion of Ju st ice j_n th e Southwec-t ( ';las li 
in gton , l.J~C-o·.-·rnrnent ?rintinr; ffice , J:3.rch , 1970), pp . 13 , 16, ?- 17 . 
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In for c castin6 the events of the sev :-it i cs , it r..us t be r enemb-=r ed 

t hat a J one line of historical events rrt~y have been a f a ct er i n s11apin p; 

t he outcon:e . Tr.e r e i s no dcubt that t he ~ f,er at times has been a part 

of va r ious political rna chines , and s or.ie of these ad.r1inistrat i cns coul d 

have been inter preted as not beinp- fai r to minorities . Ran r;er s fou c;ht 

t he t-:exican Bandit s wit h the harshest methods available , not because they 

disliked !'.exican s but_ Lecause they coul d not permi t hi ever y . Durin.s the 

Bandit ';,ar of t e early t\-;entieth cent ur y ca t t l e prices in J,:exico ,,1ere 

very high . I t wa s ,,orth the risk , nany thought , to ente r Texas and r emove 

s ever a l head of cattle . It ,,10uld be possibl e to ruin a local r anche r in 

a f eH days . It mus t be acblitted that eac:1 sicie was guilty o.f corrrrittin g 

atr ocities ; the Range_ sti]l fe els th e effect of the adver se image created 

at tha t time . 

From the ~ange r s ' most r ecent experience i n the va le:,- much can be 

l earn ed . r'uturc inter-ver.tion by the agency into s imil a r qua s i - civil di s

orders n st' e carefully planned . They mu s t be ca reful not to appear to 

t ake s i de s a nd r~ust consi der that s ocial , eco:i.onic , or political implica

t ions might t al<e prec edence ove r an unqualified enforcement of the l a\·1 . 

The Ran 6er has kept the peace , protected prop erty , and uphel d the l a \·1- 

wit hout dea th or seriou s L,jury . Can more be expect-=d?l 

The Raneer of the seventies is still char ged with four basic duties : 

1 . r otection of life and pro crt y t hr oug:1 e,1i'orcernent 
of the criminal sta tutes of the St ate of Texa s . 

2 . 1~e supur ession of r i ot s a~d insurrections . 
3 , 1he i,vestig2.t io:1 o f ma~or crimes , s uch a s r:turder , 

r ape , r obber / , burgl a r y , cattle t heft , frlonious 
assault , and othe r felonies . 

1 r octer , ~ cit ., p . 231 . 



4 , T'n e apprehension of fugitives . In this con.'1e ction 
they transport prisoners ::md as sist local 1rosecutors 
in compiling i . for .iation fo r court action . 
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He will ha ve ~this disposal f or use wh en needed a wide assortment 

of equi pment , fr or.i horses a.rid hqnd ,·1e3.pons to 1-:- 8 light a r mor ed cars ::i.nd 

. 45 caliber 1"nornp son su - nachine 6uns . 2 At the clo s e of the sixties , 

h01.•1ever , it seems questionable that th ese will be the tools fo r the job . 

Although only a few of the P.angers ha ve daily conta ct with th~ 

Viexica:":. P.rne rica'1 populat ion , this i s t:, e source of n . .:-.. r.y of their pre sent 

and futur .;: difficult ..:.es . A s"!:.uC:.y involving the attitudes of a minori tj· 

t c·.-;ard a l a '.-1 enforce1:1ent body can be enhanced by a discussion of t he 

minority itself . 

The 1-iexican Americ an 

T"ne 1-;exican Americans constitute a di stinct group of Tex::ms . ~!e;:i.r]y 

f ifteen percent of all l-~exicc!.n .tune ric?.ns l ive i n Texas . As a gr oup they 

a r e highl y heterogeneous a nd are steadily au!:mented by a stream of .ew 

immigr ant s fro1.1. Eexi co . 

Although his history be£ins i n the l5C0 1s , i t i-1c1 s r eally i:1 the nine

t eenth centW'Y that th e exican fir st encountered he whi te t11nerican immi-

grant , and tha t wa s upon Tex, s soil. A ne,,! ly independent Mexican govern

ment offered gr an t s of farn and srazing land to encourage the Ame rican 

settler . 

It has bern said tha t the Mexican educa ted the white i mmigrant to 

live in the desert , to irrigate t he land , to r aise catt le , a nd to use th e 

l 
Texas Le part ent of fublic Sa f ety , 111961- 1962 Biennial Report , 11 

Austin , 1963 . 

2 11 The Texas :anger , 11 TC'xas Depa rt.men t of Public Safety : Aust in , 
1961 , pp . 3- 4 . 
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hors e . ; pparently the Vf; ry encouragement of the Ame rican was the 1-'.ex

i can ' s downfall . 1.:rns passed in 183 5 by a rexican Con ,,.ress led to r evolt 

by some 18, CC0 r esidents , includin~ sorne ~=exic:::rn s . In 1845 Tex::i.s bec-"..J:le 

t he 28th sta te . '\t this poin L 1':exico r 8garded the ad_rr. i ssion of Tex:is t o 

the Uni on as a hostile act , and the two natio;, s entered a wa r . As a 

r esult of fexico ' s defe3.t and the subsequent tre1ty, al l land norl~ of 

the Rio Gr ande becar.1e United States property . 

t-'.exican citizens ,;ere eiven the choice of r eturnin;:; to Mexico or 

r emaining and becoming citizens in 1848 . Since the i r pr oper t y r i ght s wr r e 

r e spected, • ost decided to r err,ain in Texas and the othe r states i nvolved . 

In cert ain cases , ho-:., ever , hostil i ties between the r-:ex.ican flme rican and 

t he Anglo Ame r ican continued . As di s cussed pr evious l y , the 3.r ea between 

t he Rio Gr aride and t he :ueces ?,.i.ver s wa s a scene of l a\v'lessness and count -

l ess border r aids . Ii port a tion of tlegr o slaves aff ected the att i t udes of 

t he Anglo American toward the .-lex.ican .-\merican . 

In the 1930 ' s a g:reat m~.ny l:exicans · .'1:l i gnted to the United States . 

Polit i cal instability in 1'.exico , l a ck of an i mrni :sration policy , and need 

for manual l abor we c three o f the r easons f o r t his i nflux . In t lie f ol lm:-

ing Wor ld :!ar , manpo,,•er s hortages i ncreas ed these demands . 

The war h3.d a special impact on t he ~;exican Ar:ierican : t housmds of 

them in the servi ce \,Jere exposed t o att i tude s , mores , and life styl es to 

\•1hich they wer e not a ccustomed . The G. I. Rill gave many vet erans of the 

minority educational training opportuni ties . Suddenly they were a\-1ar e of 

situations involving their cultur e and began t o participa te in pol iti cal 

1 
or aniza tions . 

1r-!exican Arncricc1ns and the Ad.'!1inistra tion of Justice , £E..:._ cit ., 
Int r oduction . 
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I t is difficult to sa;,· to 1·1hat extent the l1exican emergence ,.-,as 

r ."l ated to the Nec ro r:1.inori ty move:nent , ii any . They we r e present at the 

Poer ?eo le ' s r.nrch on \iashin :;ton , D. C. anci may re enjoyj.n ,_, certain peri

pheral benefits of federal legislat ion such aE, educat i on and housing . 

There i s no r.;ethod of assessin,3 health statistics since they are 

not r epor-:,ed °:;y a nethod conven i ent for discerninc: the l'.exica:-: AJnerican 

fr om t he r est of the public health statistics . Ho1-1e ve r , it is known that 

a l arger ro· ortion or 1·'.exican Ame ric2.ns cde from causes w'-i i ch are asso

ci a t ed v:ith l o·t1 socioeco:1omc conditions than does the gener a l populat i on 

of t he United Stat es . 

l<'r equentl y housing is 'ooth cro1~ded a11d dilapi dated . Famili es t end 

to be lar5e , wi th a birthrate about fifty percent gr eater t han that of the 

popul ation as a v:hole . 

Unempl oyment i s high . About 40 , COO i.Jnr!,.igrants per year ri.111, t o 

the United States con etition for j ob ::; and pl2. ce l: urdens on s chools and 

health and wel fare agencies . ring the first part o f t he 1960 ' s nearly 

f our- fifths of the a rriving ir:u:i i ~rants 1,ere unskilled or of lo,, s kills . 1 

The a ver age nwnber of years of s chool compl e ted for : glo Texans 

i s 10 . 8 years , but for ·'.exican Texans i t i s onl y 4 . 7 year s . 2 To uncerst2..nd 

t hi s , consi der tha t t he child hears mostly S an i sh. -'l t hm.e and Engl i sh 2.t 

s chool . Ur opout r a t es c1 re hiih as 2. r esul t . Education is even ore di f 

ficul t for the child of the migrant f ::.rm worker . Per capita income is 

about .$1500 in one South Texas county wi. t h a ne1,born deat h r a t e of 9 . 7 

l .ftowan , ~ cit. , ;,;p . 10-12 . 

2John H. Thuma , ed . , Lexie an 1e ricans i n the Un i ted St1.tes : A 
Reader ( Ccunbrid t;e , l·Ias s:ichm:etts : Schenlcrn n Publishin6 Co!:l:)any , Inc . -; 19~0) , 
p . 4 . 
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pe r l GOO, cor. ,pared whh a na ional r ate of 5. C,, per l GCO . 
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A t ypical life cycle of the uncereciucat ed >:exican Americ;i_n develo;Js 

in t hi s manner : 

1 . He is r eared in an humble ho;ne , in a l ar _§'.e f amily . 
Spanish is he onlv l a n~uqge s poken , md it is 
seldo;n r ead or ,:rit ten at horr,e . 

2 . He l ives in a Spanish- speakin~ nei~hborhood 2nd qt 
2.ge six attends ?. nei ~i'!borhood school ,·,here all the 
pupils co,(,e from Spanish- speaking !':Omes . ' i s daily 
schedule , is books , his t ests , his e nti r e sch ool 
life is atterned a fte r· th".t of his Enf;lish- spe a.king 
counterpa rt s in the s chools '"c r oss town . · cader-iic 
failure- the repeating of ~rades or r etentions
and eventual dro;,out constitutes the s chool r ec ord 
of at lea st s eventy- five percent of these youngsters . 
The school ha s not helped hir.1 ?.chieve iteracy fo 
his native l a nguage and has i nsisted that ~e learn 
to r ead mglish before he s peaks i t v1ell. At best , 
he leave s school ~ithout warketable skills and with 
only a s light knm·rledt; (: of iligli sh . 

3 . He r..a rries a f E: llm: oropo1.1t at an ear ly '?.ge . They 
ha ve several childreri

2
and the cycle bei::;ins anew f or 

each of hi s children . 

There has e en little r ese,rch dealin
0 

\•iit h 1'.exican Arr,erican J ife 

styl es but so11;e r esea rc h has been done on the school prol· l er:, . The data 

poin t to : 

1 . A l a ck of 11 s uccess rr.odels II in t he f amily or neigh
borhood , 

2 . a l ack of awareness of educational opportunit i e s 
or consequences , 

3 . fomily poverty , and 
4 . ,:exican cultural er.,phasis on eB. r ly , aturity , which 

makes the 11 student role II difficult for ? e3ican 
American children , particul arl y the boys . 

1 .:i. r mando Rendon , 11 Hm·1 ~:uch Longer the Ro-?.d , 11 in 1-'exi cqn Americans 
in the un:ted States , op . cit ., p . 196 . 

2A. rt . Rr.1..~i r ez , 11 1\dult Illiter acy , 11 in Eexic:i.n i-.rne rir.:i.ns in the 
United Sta tes , op . cit ., p . 99 . 

3Joan ·,: . 1-:oore , Vexic;::m c ric .::i.ns : 
iii s consin : Univ ersit, of ·,·."isco1,sin r ess , 

robl ems and Prosoects ( ~adiso~ , 
l1.,i 66) , p . 39 . 



The population is not as static as son,e r (se1.rchers would r eport . 

It is typically heard that the -:exican AmE.ric 3.n is oor , proud , stable 

and cohesive . There is a movement to unite th e mi nority , and the r ecent 

well- publicized or 1,anizational efforts of son.e gro •.1ps of rural 1·:exican 

Americans are exar!'ples of thi s effort . A]_rnost all of the a ction has 1°een 

in California i n the n01, - fa1:.ous grape Loy cot t . The liio Grande '!alley of 

Texas has :- een in th e headlin e s thro·1;h the cf fort s of 11La :-luelr,a 11 rlnd 

"La Ma rcha . " Conventional civil riEhts protes t tec11n iq·.1es and atte• pts 

at Negro- ' ;exican coalitions a re i ndic;:i,t i o:i s that t he 1-lexican J\.meric::,n is 

dissolvin - t he aloof "pride" of the race . 

The leadership is largely an elite gro :1p , r' est described as a b'l.nd 

of spoxesmen :ith little gr as sroots support . The educa ted J<exican .@erican 

seems tc disappear into the Anglo comnunity . The 1-:exica.ri America.vi c1ct ivis t 

job is hie;hly voluntary a d sel f - selectinr; . Currently the most important 

l eadership organizations i nclude the American G. I. Forun, the -~exican 

Americ a.vi Political ,l.ssocia tion (!:.-\PA) , the League of Un i ted Latin .-\merica~ 

Citizens (LULAC , the Political Associatior. of Spanish Speaking Organiza

tions (PASO) , and the Nexican American Youth Orear i zation (!-!AYO) . Ther e 

are nwnerous local ore;an izations in each corrnr.unity .
1 

1-:a .y doors are openinf for the t exican , erican youth . In co:rp;i.rison 

with his father , his opportunities for faj.r eraployment , hieher educ3.tion , 

a1:d equal rights ar e much etter . .l-ia:,y look to the r eti.;rning Vietn3.m vet 

eran to seek act i ve parts in the political e!.J ergence much as his ':,orld 1 3. r 

II counterpart did . Burma ha s said the new Chicano is a,.,:gr essive end 'be-

lieves tha t only by bein;.,: a "sque:lky wheel" ,-1ill he get any gr ease . The 

11bid . , pp . 48-51 , 
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r:exican ,
1

x1e rican is cle.:irly representative of ,1h2. t Hostow called a group 

"about to t ake off . 111 

1 Bu.rma , ~ c it . , p . 251. 
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Al' ALYJIS .F TH2: DAT.\ 

Texas rtanrer Pro f i l e ru9st i onnair e 

estionnaire "T" 1-1as r'lailed to eighty 1ex2.s :t.3Jlg~r s in Februar y of 

1971 through addresses obtainec. fro1•t a Depa:-ti::ent of Public Safety rost e-..~ . 

Sixty ,.,er e promptly returned \r.i. th the reque sted inform; tion . Thi s s ev1mt y

fi ve perc ent was used t o dr:n•r data for the survey . 

These data indicate some surpri sin~ f ?..cts . An ;; vcrar:e Rancer is 45 . 5 

years of ae;e a d was appointed to the :lanr,ers a t 36. 8 years of age . .U t hough 

the r e i s a r equire:-1ent of five years I outst:mdin
0 

experi en ce in l'i\-J enforce

ment for co sider 2.tion , the . . ean ex per ience l e vel at appoint.rr.en t i s 11. 9 

years . ·or these r easons , the %nger is considered by others in tl-ie l m·1 

enforcer.:ent rofession to be a senior ne1, ber of t he t r 2.de . Th i s infor::i.aU O!: 

is displ ;yed in Table 1 . 

TABLE 1 

60 Texa s :.angers ',y Four Ite. s esc ri-::itive of .\ e and "F.rnerience 

Age Items 1umber Percent Experien ce Iter.1 s .-:u.rnbe r Percen t 

Pres~nt A c Yea rs ' .....,<oe r ience at ;1::mo ·ntmcn t 
6 - 35 7 12 .0 5 - 10 23 JS.0 

36 - 45 26 41+ .C 11 - 15 27 45 .0 
46 - 55 14 23 .0 16 - 20 9 15 .c 
56 - 65 13 21 .0 21 - 25 1 2 .0 

ot-il 60 100 .0 Tot3.l 60 l C0 . 0 
.-'.ean X.;e : 45 , 5 :lean Yer1.rs : 11.9 

A~e " . .'..oooint .. ent Years 2.s a :r.~ger 
26 - 30 6 10 .0 2 or less 21 35 .c 
31 - 35 17 28 .0 2 - 10 19 32.0 
36 - 4C 27 l~5 .0 11 - 20 12 20 .0 
41 - l,5 8 14 .0 21 - 30 8 l ] . O 
46 - 50 2 3 .0 "'otal 60 1(( .0 

otal 60 100 .0 Eean Years Service : 8 . 8 
-:earl A,e;e : 36 .8 

JC 
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Table 2 shows the ranger by height . The conir.1on conception of the 

Ranger i s as a tall man . Indeed tvio-thirds (N=40 )_ are six fe et or taller . 

This stereotype may lead to s ot-ie discontent among the shorter F.3!1 ~ers , 

who find themselvc: s being the s ource of amaze:nent for ne\•I people they 

meet . Cne Ranger explains that he is s erving on a waiver pending the 

growth of four inc hes in stature . 

TABLE 2 

60 Texa s Ranpers by HeiP,ht 

Height Nwnber Per cent Cumulative Cumul?.tive 
Number Percent 

6 ' 511 3 5 . 0 3 5 . 0 

6 ' 411 1 2 . 0 4 7 . 0 

6 ' 3 11 5 9 . 0 9 15 . 0 

6 ' 2 11 8 12 . 0 17 28 . 0 

6 ' 111 5 9 . 0 22 37 . 0 

6 ' 0 11 18 28 . 0 40 66 . 6 

5 11111 7 12 . 0 47 78 . 0 

5 110 11 7 12 . 0 54 90 . 0 

5 I 911 4 8 . 0 58 97 . 0 

5 I 8 11 2 3.0 60 100 . 0 

The ~ ger shov:s much of r ural Te..xas in his background- forty- two 

percent ( '=25 ) listed fathers as farme r s and s ixty- five percent ( =39) 

were fr o;n farms , r anches , or towns less than 2, 500 population ; 

The typica l Rane;er draws ex e rience fr om his militar y service ( sev

enty-seven percent) , and 1p to forty- seven percent ( 1=28 ) have c1.ttended 
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colle.::;e . The mean educational level is 13 . 0 year s . Tni s has been matched 

by an equally well- educated wife (13 .3 yeJ.rs ) , \•:ho resented t he rran~er 

with 2 . 3 off sprinc:; . Speaking of t he l atter , nearl y half ( t=29 ) the Ranger s 

polled \•;e r e a6ainst t heir sons ' ent er inc a similar occupat i on , a lthcug:1 one 

Ranger servi n ; t oday had a f ather , gr and f ather , an d gr eat gr andfather w~o 

s erved as P211~ers . Thirteen ercent ( ~=8 ) ha d f athers ,1ith law enforce

ment experi ence . 

TABLE 3 

60 Texas Hanr:er s by Fi ve I tems of Per sonal History 

Number Percent .lumber Per cent 

Father ' s Occu::iation Eilitary Expe r ience 
f'ar-mer 2 5 l i2 .0 Yes 46 77 , 0 
l abo r er 11 19 . 0 No 14 23 . 0 
law Enfor cer.,ent 8 l J . O Tot a l 60 100 . 0 
Sa l es 5 $ . 0 d ean Yea rs : J , 7 
Railroad J 5 . 0 
l-0.s cellaneous 8 13 . 0 :Sduc3.tion 

Total 60 100 . 0 Hi gh school 32 53 .o 
Sor::e college 28 47 , 0 

Horne To\•m ::iize Total 60 lOC . O 
Over l C0 , 000 4 6 . 0 lfoan Year s : 13 . 0 
10 , 00G-lCO , OOO 7 12 . 0 
2, 500-10 , oco 10 17 . 0 i,i f e ' s Education 
2 , 500 and under 13 22 . 0 High s chool 3h 57 . o 
Far m or Ran ch 26 4~ . o Some col l ege 26 43 , 0 

Total 60 100 .0 Tot al 60 100 . 0 
l-iean Year s : 13 .3 

Two- t hirds of the Range r s ( =40 ) r a t ed t he Department ' s i nservice 

tra ining as suf f icient , l ea vin6 t went y- two percent (.1=13) voting fo r cx

pan s i on a nd t welve pe r cent ( ,=7 ) voic :in g no opin i on . This 1ay be under 

stood if the r eader considers t h~t the t otal force i s s pread widely over 

t he s tale , .:ind f o r ,3.ny i n"e:1·vicc t rc\ininr means a lon0 c.Jr r ide and S8p

aration fror., the fa.rni.ly . This expressi cn of o:;i i nion on in se r vi ce training 
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i s discredited some :hJ.t ya 12.ter i tera on quest i onnaire 11 T11 concer nin _.; 

addit i onal trainin6 • Her e eighty- t,.,;o percent ('J=49 ) said additional 

trainin6 ,-1ould be useful , particula rly in the areas of : 

Cr ir:tinol o::'.Y and ·~oli ce Scien ce 6L~ per cent in favor 
DPS Ii service Tr ainin,; 35 percent i n f avor 
Psy c:-iology 33 pe rcent i n f avor 
Sociology 29 pe rc ent in f avor 

,\ddi ti or.al interest ,-1as sho,m in r e - ional one- day conferences on t opics 

concernin.,; c .. an,:-in3 l a,-is , U. S . Supre:ne Court rulings , scient i f ic inves

tig.::i.t i on t opic s , and public relations . 

':,'hile , any in Texas have ca l led f or change , the Ranr er appear s to 

be adverse t o chan f" e i n his o:::- ::an i zation . Sixty- seven percent ( !!=40) were 

opposed t o increasi. ,. the mun e r of ful.n ger s . Those •,,ho indi c-3.ted i cre:i se 

usual ly r equested or.ly t en t o tv1ent y-five additional nembers . 

Lastly , a question about fixed t e r ms as R.an6er s met little Helc orr.e , 

with eichty- -10 percent ( :=49) a ;:::ainst this pr o;:,os::il. Those who ans·.•:e r sd 

11 Yes 11 ,,ould only i dicate r eti1·e:nent at a .::;e sixty-five or a pro ~r ar.. t e rm 

of t,..;cnty or t;.;enty-five years like federal a gsncies . The ~.an ,;rcr ,,:as 

asked t o comr!:ent as to vihat will be hi s [ r ea test challen Ee in the 1970 1s . 

Several o f these cor:uuent s a r e ccntair.ed i n the appendix . '=hey are s i mil ar 

in content t o a survey of a polic e departne .t ,-,here forty- nine ercent 

polled r eplied that public r el ations and racial problems wer e the nu;nt,er 

one pro ems •1 

The Chie f of Crininal La v En forc ement for the Dep=trtment of ?ublic 

Safety, :-ir . J a.i es •i . F:a_y , speaks best f or his r::en : 

Tne Texas Janrers of the 1970 ' s will be ,-1hat their 
traditio:1 has been . They will be wh-at i s ex ec t ed of 

1J ero::!e H. Skolnick , Justice 'ii t h out Tri =i. l - l".\·I En force:r,~nt i =t 

De .1ocrati.£. Socie t v U~e1-1 York : John ·.~iley aid- Sons , 1964) , p . 51. 



them by the people of the State of Texas and ,1ha t their 
enemies ake of them . '.:alter Pr es cott :;ebb [sayi/, ' The 
Texas Ran r:crs are \·1hat they a r e because their e!1emies 
have een w:1at they '::e re . The i1cl.n gcrs h 'ld to be s u erior 
to survive . heir enemies were r ett y good ..• Lthe 

ngeri} had to b e better I personally feel t he 
Texa s rw.n6e r s a re capab1e of .eeting any cha llenge they 
may f ac e in the 1970 ' s . 

Responses to An..;lo and texi can . .'.,merican ( uestionnaires 
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•our hundred p erson s i n Sen Antonio , Texas 1•1ere ask ed to r epl y to 

the items on the questionnaires . Cne ha lf of these i ndividua ls were .-'.ex

i can Americans pol] ed i n Spani sh , whil e one 'n a] f ;;ere .A.nc lo J\me ric'.rns 

polled in En5lish . To facilit ate distritution known J.:exic::i.n !Jnerican and 

Anglo Amcric 2n s ections of t o1,,,'l1 v1 ere us ed to s eparate t:1c quest ion a ires . 

Str eets fro::, these r esidential dis ricts ,-! ere r ando:i y selected f or dis

tri bution . 

To insure since rity of respons e several it ern.s ,,ere added to t he 

qu estior,naires t o lengthen tnen . 'fo i s was indica ted as necP,ssary during 

prepolling . .ixed among these it ems 1,:ere three key items ,:hic h were gearect 

to measure the a ttitude of the r es9onc',ent toward t he Texas ?..an ger . Chosen 

f or closer 'servati on :ere : 

1971 . 

Service . - It was beli eved th :1. t the 1~exican hf:1cric 2.ns 1·1ould 
i ndica te t o a hi ghe r degree t han t :1 e Anglo Amer
i cans th:i.t they r eceive inadequa te s ervice fr om 
t he Texa s R~Dger . 

Favoritism . - It 1,as thought that the !·Iexican America1 s ,..,.oul d 
fe e l r.iore s t r ongly t han the .-'mglo :\mericam . t ha t 
the Texa s Ran ger serves the An gl o better t.l 2.n the 
r-~ex:i.can ·Jneric an . 

Abo] ish. .. ent . - It 11as believed hat a higher pe rcentage of 
· .ex.ican Am,,ric 1n s 1-:ould ~J. vor abolishrr.er. t t han 
woul d Anflo Ame ricans . 

l statel!lent o f Er . J ames F . Ray t o Eri k T. Rigl er of Fe r u~ry 10, 
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As a colla t eral int erest itent one hundred students fr om a Ft . \'/orth-

Dal las a r ea universit:,r wer e olled in Ehgl i~h ; their r es)onses a r e inclJJ.ded , 

w1tested , in t :, is st..:.dy . It s '.1ould e cons i dered , ho,1ever , t hat these stu

dents were members of the same depa r tment and r:ia.y not be r epr esent1.tive of 

the t otal po ul a tion of the uni versity . 

To l end cr~dence and s ubstantiate the findir.gs a confidence l evel 

of . 05 was ec1pl oyed . T:'1 is l evel of coI'fidence 1,1erely indic:ites t hat t '1e 

chance of occurrenc e is five percent or less . A modified f orm of the Z 

t es t 1 was cis ed t o eva luate t he differ ences betHeen the t,, o pr oportions . 

The r e s ultin :::- vcil ue of Z v1as interpr et ed a ccor din.g to values contained in 

2 a Table of ,l.reas under the 1.or mal Curve . This tabl e reaks dov,n 'l.re;. s 

fr o::n 0 t o Z in fra ctions . In this case for a Z t o be significant at ~. 05, 

Z must be otserved t o oe eq:.ial to or l a r ge r than 1.96 . An arE'a of . 47 50 

on either side of the 121ean will lea ve a tota l area of .05 in the tails of 

the curve , 'tlit h .0250 of t he area in ea ch t ail. 

'Ihe da t a dis~l ayed in Tabl e 4 ir1dic1.te th3.t t he r e is a significant 

difier-ence in t he attitudes toward the Texas Ranger beh1een the sarr.;:ilinr; 

of l ie..tican Americans and Anglo :unericans . This r etains the hypothesis 

t hat th e ·-:ex.ican !.mericans in t his group hold t1 e Texas ~ger i n l ess 

estee!:l than does the An gl o .-'ime rican sampling . It \·1as not pos s i bl e to 

prove why this occurs . 'Ihe aut'"Ol' contends i t is a r esult of t he histor-

ical va lue of t he Texas :\a.fl0 e r t o the 1-'.exican ,\.Jr.ericar, . _,ome adver se 

pr ess cou.pl ed with the 2.t titude o O the co:,unun i ty ' s opinion leaders may 

c on tr· b te to t he ,lane;er I s eg'lti ve value t o the -:exica~ American . 

1 Je~n S. Ch;m~ion , ~as ic St~tistics for Social Jese~rc'1 ( Scran o~ : 
Chandler Publishing or. any , l~?O ), p . 137 , -

2Ibid . , p . 263 . 
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Sclr risinr;l y , per ha s , the un i ve r sit y students t ested i d icated a 

hi gh de :::- re e of opinion agai nst the Tex 2.s Ra.nge r . Cn the t hr ee key questions 

57 of 100 students r esponded that they felt · .adeqi:ately served , 67 of 100 

thc1t t .. e Han :,e r s er ved Anglos better , and 42 of l CO t 11at t~e Range r s hould 

be abolished . Thi s may correspond to a 1968 vo '_, e count i n vol vines unive r 

sity s tude:.ts at a state co:-. vention for ".:0W1 t1, ei:.locra s . Un the i ssue j -

vol vin6 t he Texas itan,;er the a tenda: .ts of t i1s comenti o;1 voted 287 t0 

237 to a bcli:- '. the Ran
0

e r forc e . 

Comments f rorn (,uestionnaires 11 E 11 and 11 S 11 are included in the appen-

dix . I t s houl d be r ewem':Jered , hm·1ever , that since not all the r espondents 

answe red this r eq:1est f or co::-.ment , the opinion s expressed are not r epres

entat ive of the perc enta£;e S r ecorded . In othe r words , the r e really i s a 

ilent J-=a jority . 

One f ai l ure v:as noted by the persons administering t he poll ques

tionnaires . In an attempt to determine t he sour ce o f negative opinion 

t m•!c=•.rd the :-i..c1.11 !-:-e r and its relationship to self i dent i ty , Questionnaire 11S 11 , 

distr i buted to •:exican Ame rican s , contained a spot for 3.nswer inc; to self 

r e f err al. The answers r eceived are displ ayed in Table 5. The tv•ent,, - three 

pe r sons who created their oHn answers pl aced such thin gs a s American , l•:ex

ican- C-erraan- Frenc,1- Am<,ri can , and ot h er s imib. r entries i n the m?.rgin . J.:any 

people who che c :ed t he ?-'.exican .!J:,erican and t h e ot her pre- printed ansHers 

fe l t incensed when 2.sked the question . This was ;:>roba l y due to in2.dequ--..te 

ex l ana tion f or the r eason that the que ~tion appeared on the questionnaire 

wi t h it e.'7ls 3.bout Texas ~ neers . Some expressed o in i ons that t hey didn ' t 

want to be se a r ated i'ro!:l other pe r sons . At any r a te , the r espon ses ,!ere 

not predictabl e , and no attempt Has made to develop them. 

l 11m 1 s Lehatc VietnaJ11 , Ran[:er s , 11 Texas Obse rver , l-'.-1rch ) 5, 1968 , p . 4 , 
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TA BLE 4 

esponses to Th r ee Sel ect cl (uestionnaire Items 

KS.XlCA/ .· ..i1IC.~J, 
U =200 ) 

:UJaber Percent 

you f eel you a re adequa t el y s erved 
YE::> 137 68 
~:o 63 32 

by the 

'GLO ;J.;:y lCP 
( ·=200 ) 

Percent 

Texas R,111 6ers ? 
164 82 
36 18 
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z 

Z=3 . 25a 

yo think Texas '1.angers se rve Anglos bett er than :exican .'\Ine rican s? 
YES 96 48 68 34 
NO 104 52 132 66 

z=2 .91a 

you t hink t he Texas rt.-m_sers shoul d be abolished ? 
YES 52 26 31 1 5 
:o 148 74 169 8 5 

z=2 . 75a 

a Greater t han 1 ._96 ; p ~ -05 

T.!d:lLE 5 

:1e s ponses to oelf Ident ity Item. on estior:naire 11S 11 

}.umber Percent 

1:exican n eric an 91 45 . 5 
Latin 1illtP riccJ1 42 21. 0 
}:exican 28 11~.o 
Chic,mo 16 e.o 
Latin 0 0 . 0 
panish 0 0 . 0 

Other and to !ill$',•!C r 23 ll .2 
Total 00 100 . 0 



Histor~r and Violence 

CHAPTT,R IV 

SU1J-!AHY ,UD CWCLU I C~S 

The apparent di s cord between the l-~exican American and the Texas 

Ranger i s 2.s old as Texas itself . Per i od I , 1830-1865, d ealt 1t1ith t 1:e 

Texas Ranger 2.s he and fellow Texan s l a id the groundwork f or the sta te 

as it exists today . ' rrontier ' seems the fittin ~ t er m for describing 

t his era . The early s et t l ers a ccepted :exico ' s in-✓itation to live upon 

t he land , clea r the trees , plant crops , and r aise livestock . Prote ction 

was a n ecessity for which the Ranger ;:as crec1ted . As the years passed 

Texas fow1d itself embroiled in a batt le with Mexico and l ater joined 

other sta tes in the Civil War . 

Period II , 1865- 1900, covered the years fr om the Civi l \·.-a r to the 

t urn of the century . The citizens of Texas tolera t ed Reconstruction 3.nd 

then r eactivated the Tex2.s Ranger t o deal with the 1-:exican Baridits . . ft e r 

t he \-Jar with Mexico the ::-Iexicans raided north of the Rio Grande for fcrty 

y ea r s . Speakinr, of t his , Frant z says : 

The Texans ca lled t hem bandits . In pursuit of the 
Eexicans , Texans r anged s outh of the Rio Grande , where 
t he i-:exicans call ed t hem bandits . Both sides \,·ere r i ght , 
and both \•1e r e equally \-rrong . . • . t he killing of one r a ce 
by the othe r was pe rfectly justified back home . l 

In Period III , 1900- 1935 , the Texans li ed through the fi r st 1,/orld 

Har , di f ficult administrations of Texas Governor s , and the Great Depres

s ion . These events had speci:il .1eanini; f or the itaneer , too . I f any 

period cari be considered to be the most violen t , i t is t his thirty- five 

lJ o~ B. Frantz , "The r ont ic r Tradition : An Invit ation to Violence , 11 

in Violen ce ~ Am erica , ed . by Hugh avis Graham and Ted Robert Gurr (·.-:ash
in gton , l.J . C.: U. S. Goverrur.ent Printin8 Office , 1969 ) , p . 116 . 

38 
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years .:i.rter the turn of' t'1e ce:-itur y . Ther e r.iay l:-e some r el ationshi p . e-

t\-1een this see;rnent 3.nd that descri1 cd by levy , 1-ho cit ed t he era of l 9C9-

l l';,38 as havin~ a gr ea.te r i nc i dence of violence r e l <". ted tv l a bor . Cer-

tainly t he inter a l stri fe in :exico pr e viously mentioned also played a 

part . 

Period IV, 1935-1970 , sa,, creaticn of the Dep;irtnent of Publ ic 

Safety and for all Texans , · .or l d '.far II , Korea , an d Vietnam, and a mul 

titude of civil r i,hts disorders . 

Clearly the Texas ~t.an ger and the Eexican Ame rica.'1 share these his

torical pe,. ioc.s with some r e ~r et . Violence has occurr ed be cause the R.an,:er 

felt that t r.e · ;exican :\merican v1as a t hreat to societ y and bec'l.use the .'ex-

i can >..me rican perceived the Texas i1a.nger as bein? r eprcsent2.tive of an op

pressive force . Political 2.!'1.cl economic mot ives are the bases for mos t of 

the di f fic ulties bet1,1een the nan z:- e r and the Hexic3.n .'neric c1.n . The recent 

Valley l abor dis:)ute i s an illusi.. r atio!, of t he fact tha t ther e i s rr.u ch Jr.ore 

t o l a1·1 enforceDent t!-lan cri, .e and criminals . Violence , ap9.::i.rert l y , has 

always been a art of politi cal pro[_-ress . Pr otest activities of on e forrn 

or another , e.J.·i'ort s t o dr:i ,.a i ze zrieva ces i n a f as:1 ion t '1at 1•1ill ?.ttra ct 

attention , and t.h r eate:-ied destr cti on of life and property ap;ic3r as ex

pressions of pclitic 2. l ;;rievances even in s table , ccnsensual socie ies . 2 

To man · , ;exic c.l.! , .1 , cri ca s the !tanger i s t l-i e sane WlI1 who acted for 

t he ~overnor years a s:;o . He i s t he same 11:an who crossed into 1'.exico to 

kill }:exicans . He is the nan sent to p revent unioniz::i.t ion of workers and 

to protec tr.e 01•:ne r s and r:1an a5 e~!1ent . 

1 shel don G. Levy , 11 • l5G-Ie J.r Study of ?olitical Violence i n the 
Unit ed StJ.tes , ·1 in VioJ cnce jn .\mcric.a , ~ cit . , p . 76 . 

2Jcro::ie ~:rn l nick , The Polit i cs of Pr otP-st ( 'e1•; 'o •k : Si r10· and 
Sc huste r , 1901) , r c!' 'l. ce .-- - ----
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The Tex'l.s Ra nger is probabl / like r.:ost :)Olicenen; for ~i s 9ositior. , 

he i s oven-iorhed , unoerpaid , un cie rt r2.ined , and undereduc'l.ted . His .io i s 

l: ecoin.ir:6 i , cre:1.si 6l y difficult . Ofter. he is forced into 1e nos it i o:1 of 

r epressin _:: dee ply- .felt den,ands for social and political cha , ge . Hi s r ol e 

t oo often eoes unai:) r ecia t ed a:; d at t imes despised . Tnese diffi culties 

may be furti1er com;)l i c2.ted ii' he feels t hat protestors are w' ioll y inspi red 

by a gr oLt of a;itators who .. islead otherwi se contented peopl e . 
1 

I t ,,1ust be r ealizeci that violence in Texas , l ike all of .~.me r ica , 

has ahiays bee;, resent . Vi ol ence ha s not been an a ction only of rac i s t s 

but a l so a t actic o f upright and r espected peo l e . Cn ce thi s kn0\·1lec:ge i s 

acquired , our n ext step becorr.es the eradica tion of viol ence . Cnl.r t 1en 

\o!il l i t be possible to solve th e social , economic , and poli t i cal probl ems 

e vident in Texas . 2 

The Image 

The Texas Rant_:<'_ , l i ke policer:en everyv!here , i s seek ing to inprov-:! 

his public i.ma~e . Yet for th e Ran ~er spec ia l problems exist . He i s ol der 

t han offi c er s of other ?.gencies . The high exp-~r icnce r ec,u i rer.1ent v,as T"l3.de 

t o revent irr a tional appointments and to professional i ze the f orce ; :et 

i t contributes to t he appearance of an older o f ficer . 

Assien111ents [_; iven the ll.3.l16 er occas i onall:r cor:Lribute to a ne[;ative 

ima;;e . He is used as t he fr ontl · e defense a ::;ainst riots nnd di sorc:ers . 

The l en ~t :i of a str il<e. does not permit local olice cl f.e cies to give their 

f ul l consider.'.l.tion to the disorder . I t is t h e Rmger \ ·ho i s r epeatedly 

lib:id . , p . 183 , 

2:o..c hard 1->urnell Pl'O\·i!'l , 11 Hi st.orical at terns of Vi ol ence. in Am,, rica , 11 

i n Vio] e:i cc i n, 1,:,rica , O) . cit . , p . 35 . 
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called to sep::irate the f::ictio;is at the l ahor dis :,ute . It i s eas~r t o I"!? ke 

enemies O!'l boV1 sid8s . 

Respect for the ;:.:mc:e r is thre,:-,.tened by sor.ie civil disorders , even 

t hose i r. cludirf sc"ce leaders i public life \ •1:10 undelibcratel: viol a.te 

duly enacted , co stitutionall y vali ci l ai,S c1ncl court orders . Thos e w. o 

breed: thc::;e Ln1s clai::1 .hey shoul d not be )~ished beca1.1 se in tt,eir o_)i"'.ion 

t he la\•/ or pc} icy they are protcstin:: :1.,eai"lst i s unjust or i.mrriore.1.1 

Fornie r U. S . Senator Ral~h Y.J. r boro gh was critical of the policy of 

assignin.; th"' rtanger \·1hen he ash•d , 11 •• hat woc1ld you t l-1 i nk of t he YBI if we 

h . th ' 11· t l t . l b d' 2 aa em pa ,.,ro lll.'- a ,,a erme on pa ch in a a or is p•.1te : 11 The late 

director of the Tex2.s Depar tment of ublic Safety, Colonel Homer Garrison , 

defended the Rani:;ers ' actions whe, he said , "nangers eet repub.t ions ~or 

brutality because they dr aw the t oughest police assi gnments i n i. he ste.te . ,,3 

ublicati ons cite the ne~at ive effect the Ra.nr,er has on the 1-:exice.n 

Ame ricans . An exam le i s : 

Des itc its present- da,, numerical i nsignificance , 
the "'ex:1.s Ra.n[;ers ( ' los Ri ches ' ) r emai. ':. a s ymbol of 
Jl.nglo control , nercei ved by the Texas ~'.exican A,,,e rica.,-.s 
as ' a forc e v1 icr: \•:as desi"'r.ed t o curb 2nd crus:1 ;:i.ny 
sip,n o.f :1rogres s or incie Denclent a ction by the tlexican 
.6.merican . ,4 

1National Cor.mission on the Ca•.1 -e md Prev8n t ion of 
R port of the Cornmis sicn , To :;::stc1blis11 
a uilit ·,, ( 1,3.shin:;ton , D. C. : Government. 

211 Texas : Trouble in a l'.elon Patch , 11 -ewswcek , Volume 69 , J..m e 19, 
1967, p . 38 . 

3 "Texas : 
1955, p . 30. 

ut to Get t he ~&ers , 11 ,J ewswcek , Volume 45 , J...arch 21 , 

1 

41eo C'rr cbl cr , Jo,,.n \· . . . !oore , ancl Halph r:: . 0-.1zr'.\1.'1 , The Yexir,an :vn.P r 
~£1}_ Pearl <, : Th~ ,ation ' s Second l ci r ,- cst J:inor it,,- (r.ew York : Th8 rre _e _ _ 

r ess , 19';"0 ) , p-.-530 , 
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ln another boo'.< , wrlttcr: by .::;tcincr , the l-J. '.:'c r s are ca lled r1dr un\.-:en t hu,~s , ir 

,,·hil e the Lexie J.n ;.J,1ericans ar·e 11nobl e memb~rs of a detcrr: ined suiF- t rev

olution . rrl l:oore 1s text2 conpla i s that t he Hanzer is not sub j e ct to 

loca l cont r ol nnd t~1e r efo r e cper :!.tes without r estraint . 

Violations of c.i.vil ri ~hts are not taken liehtly anY':1here i n the 

United Stat es . If by t"lcir actions t he R.ancer s have deprived any sin1sl e 

pe r son of his civil rights , they ha ve comnit ted a very serious crir.ie , 

J . F.d.62.r !foover , the Director of th e ··ederal Bi1reau of Investi ation , has 

'\-irit ten : 

One of the quickest ,-1ays for any l rn-1 enf orcement 
officer to bri n[· public disrepute upon hi.rnself , his or
ganization and t~e entire polic e profession is to be 
found guilty of a violation of ci vil ri ;hts . A criJr.e 
of this nature , if subt ly enccura?ed ~ · f a ilure to 
conde1rn an j)unish , certa inly l eads down the road to 
totalita ria.nis~ . 3 

Educa tion would seem t o offer the best lon s- te rm pro : ram to enh m ce 

t he s tatus of the Texas ctanGer . Candid-?.t e s must be SOU£:ht who h?.ve r e

ceived ex· osure to colleie level courses i n psycholo~y, sociolog:r , -:1nd 

other coc:.rs es H:1ich \1ould ena l e the ::l.a1 : er to understand he pe opl e ,-:ith 

whon he deals . 4 :uch progress ha s em made in this di rection throu::_:h 

t he Texas Corru:1ission o L:n--; En force::ient Standards and Educat i on . 5 

l ,•t · . t 
.:> e m er , ~ ci ....!.' p . 367- 377 • 

2J o~ n H. lfoo r e , •,;exican 1unerica.ns ( En;lewood Cl i ffs , .ie1·1 P.rsey : 
Pr entice Hall , 1~70) , p . 89- 90 . 

JJ. Edear Hoover , FBI l aw Enforcement Pul letin , Septerr.he r , 1952 , 
pp . 1- 2. 

4=ne Pr esi den t I s Com:~ission on la·: ~ forc ement .and the . drninis t r .ation 
of J us tice , :~eport of the Comrrd.ssion , The Cha.llen-:e ~Z Crir.:e in ~ ~ 
Society (" .. .::.shi.6 ton , G. C.: U. S. Gover nment ~r intin Gffice , 1967 J, p . 107 , 

5corr_ issio:1 on J.a11 Enforce .. en t Standards and t.ctuc <tt ion , 
J ourna l , 1:2..r ch , 1966 . 

Texqs Polici=: --- ---
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Aboli shJ11e1t 

An a vid r eader of 2f!J news :i e r ,:ill a -;r ee that ce rt::i in news stories 

are r epe?,tcd on a more or l ess aTL>:ual basis . \.r:10ne these a r e : 

A dog r etu ns home after cross in . rr.iles of ur1far1iliar t errain 
seekincr his .1".ster ; 
A gr ow1dhog emerges some•.-1he re in ?ermsyl v:i.n i a to s e ek his 
shado,-1; 
A but cher cuts into :i fi sh and di s cove r s hi s \-l i fe ' s lonp;
l ost weddin ~ r in~ , which she had drop ed over the side of 
t heir hon eymoon crui se s'1ip h -1enty years before ; 
A r are whooping cro.ne i s bor n a t the Aransa.s ·,:ildlife Re fu 5e 
on the exas Gulf Coast ; a.~d 
The Tex.:i :; Rani:Sc r is under fir e fr cr.i so!'le politician or r r oup 
and the journalist finds r eason to call for his abol i sh e t 
based upon s onte 1at r oc-ity ' fr om h's history . 

T'ne line of r easoning ehincl such stories is not new by my mean s . Sven 

t he l ate Literar ,, Dir-es t carried a story about the predicted death of the 

s ervice , 1 yet the Ranger is still here fort.,r-five years l ater . 

'Il1e abolishment thcrr:e has l a r zely been carri ed by the J.fcxi can l\mer 

ican s or tho c s eekinc::; the 1-lexican Ame rican vote . Abolishment , r e s triction , 

or chance has actually occurred on sever a l oc ca sions : 1865 , 1900 , 1919 , 

1925 , 2.nd 1935 . Since 1935 the size of the forc e h:>.s steadi ly i cre3.sed 

f rom the l ow t hirt i es to the pre s en t ei;hty . 

If abolis. ent i s to oc cur , which i s doubtful , i t v:ill r ec;uire !':.Ore 

than the present e f f ort . Attack s ~3.sed upon the ' l a ck of work ' are not 

supported y the pu lis he ·· stat i stics . The Dep,1r r:ient of Public Safety 

ma kes a va ilabl e the workload of he i1anger , as mqy be seen in t he Appendix . 

Th e Texas AdvisorJ Co ,mittee to the U. S. Corani ssion on Civil Rifhts 

ha s ca lled f or . ore Lexic3.n Ame ricans t o be hired hy all police a ienci es , 

and the Departwer.t of ?u lie Saf et seems to have a lready :ms,-1ered this br 

the r sence 01 ,cx ic;, n Amer icans i n th e Hit:;hw:iy P;:i,trol , fl.,.1.nzers , and ot .E: r 

l11 5o Lone R--:rnc;cr , II The Li ter:ir,y Direst , Volume e4 , re°:) ru,iry 28 , ) 92 ) , 
p . h2. 
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w1i ts . ..~so, ,.any f'... 3ers today may be seen \·ri th books on hrn·1 t o spea!c 

Span i sh . 

The danger exists for t'.1e J.wee r of a sin~le incident i nvolvin~ 

viol ence or brutality on h i s art toi•n. rc\ a J.:exican :\r,1erican . The Ran~er 

r e cognizes this and has been slo,: t o act ore i ssues in \,hich he hi.!:".self 

1:.ay be corae a f a ctor . IL is conr.1on kno·.-:leci~~e th 1t the l/,exican .\;Tterican 

l eaders have a difficult ti:1 e in e t t inc· strcn r support fro:-:-, the ir pe ople . 

This is exemplified by the study by Th•1orkin i,;hich f ound that thirty- seven 

pe r cent of i~egroes ,,ere in f avor of riots as a weans of soc i a l protest , 

. t . . th 1 th t ' ' · 1 • 1 con1., r as eu wi on y ree perce. 01 ·.exican . oe r icans . Any l a\•/ enfor ce-

ment br tal i ty could be seized u o as a eans o f creatin a cause cel ebr e . 

To cor tinually ar6ue over v:ho i s at f ault in the dis cord would he 

to deba Le a r. oot point . The R.3.nger woul d feel that t he -:exican f.me r i can 

is l' eint; t oo a ~:,ressive , and t he Eexican Ame r i can v,oul d ca ll t he !1,3.ngcr a 

suppr essor of his fr eedoms . I t \·1ould rather see, ' l ogi cal t o dis cover 

methods of solvin c the a r gwnents he~ore they happen . 

Resea rc:, int o the Te..xas Ran
0

er and his history o f dif f i cul ties ·1ith 

t he I:exican .-l.merica:1 is a \•1or th\•:hil e to_Jic . I t s riou d not , howe ve r , r e 

consi dered 2.s the onl y mea..11in gful f acet of t he ange i' ' s profil e . It i s 

only a "ma l l part of his present- day j oh vihich :ias unfortum. t el y b rought 

him i nto the public eye with doubt ful advantage . Ther e a r e onl y a f eVI o f 

t he Ran Gers \·Jho have daily cc:1tact wit h Lexican ,.,_e r icJ.ns . 

The ~nge r has r eceived riuch l ess ubli c at ter.tio:1 for t hose duties 

which he has per forued successfully and without i ncident . The Rangers 

h .J.ve been cal l e d int o actior. in nwner ous· disputes i.nvolvin 1:; s chool inte-

l .~nthony G ry Th,or kin , "Ste r eotypes md Self - Ir.:a. _:;e s Hel d y ' 'ltive
Porn and Forei[:!1- Born ;exican . ,".! ricans , " in i-:cxican ~ 1c r ica.ns i n !:.:'1~ 
Un j:!_<:S _ _?t,tes : ~ ~te.:tder ( Burma , ed . ) , ~cit ., p . 406 . 
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gration , sl-c1.nt- hole oil ,,ell drillin;;s , steel str ikes , and gambling r a ' ds 

in ma;1y a r eas of the st::1.te . : 11 thesr ha ve occurred as the Ranger con

t inued t o perform his dai) duties in cr:iJninal investi
0

a tion . 

Th e Ranger force annually receivP.s nume rous calls fror:1 local l aw 

enforcernen t a,c;encies to aid in cri · n3.l investi6a tions or r eceive evidence 

fo r crir.ie l aboratory inspe ction . The :mgers provide t he easiest access 

to ol ygraph (lie detector~ equi pment available to rural agencies . They 

also p r ovide a bnc:<up force for the widespread she r iffs , city marshalls , 

and police . 

Historically it ha s een the . anger who vl.?..S sent into a situati on 

v1here the l ocal officers coul d not or woul d not act to prevent or
5

an i zed 

gambli_rig , theft , or restitution . If the Ra.n o-e r forc e \•Jere r etired, the 

,..,ork load woul d f all u on othe r sta t e or f ede r al agencies . 
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APPE DlX A 

hrases Associ;:i ted with the Texas Range r 

11Los Rinches 11 

11Los Diablos Te j anos 11 - The Texas Devils 

11 A Texas Ranger could ride like a Fexican , trail like an Indian , shoot 
l ike a Tennessean , and fight like a devil . 11 

11 A Ran ger \·JOuld cha r ge hell with a bucket of wa t er . 11 

11 Cne Riot , Cn e Ranger , II 

11 le had a little s hooting natch - and they lost . 11 

"Esta un favorecido del destino . 11 - He lives a cha rmed l ife . 

11 Un ba la no pueda ar t a r le . 11 - '.o bullet can kill him . 

11} o man can stand u -. agains t a fello1, t hat 1 s in the right and kee ps on 
a-comin 1 • 11 

11 'I'hey say a Ranger has iexican blood . He has it on hi s boots . 11 

111le is an En lish t eacher I s nightmare . 11 
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11He is mild in is , anne r , his speech i s a cent le vernacular . His eyes 
are as clear and calm as a Sl.lJT\r.le r sky , and is ne rves are of thrlt quiet 
and steady sort whic belong to a t ornbstone . 11 



AP?ENIJIX B 

Cornmen ts fro. Cuestionnaires 11 S 11 &, 11E11 

11 Good job 11 

11Tney do a r eal good job . 11 
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"They , in eifect , are a good gr oc1p , but they function with outdated 
methods . 11 

"They do the bes t they car. ,-,ith the number of employees they have 
and othe r li: ,i tations they Hork under . 11 

ir;ie need a l l the la1:1 enforce :ient necessary to sto;:i t he rising crime 
rate . 11 

111 feel strongl y that t he Hangers should not be abolished--;1e need 
a l l t he well trained personnel that ,,e ca:1 get t o fi ght crir.:e at every 
l evel- I also feel that the Rangers I salaries should be i_ricreased--1 
t hink the Rangers are a part of cur Texas Heritage . 11 

11Keep the Rangers as they are part of Texas Histor ;r . They should 
ha ve been kept separate from the Department of Public Safety . 11 

11 Don ' t know er.ough about the hAflgers . 11 

11 Unfortun r1tely 
s how t hey had . 11 

. my only fa. 1ilia rity with t her.t was the t elevision 

111-w knm-:ledge is l imi t ed- - along with my concer n about Texas Ranger s . 11 

111 know nothing at all about t he Texas Ran,;ers . 11 

11 1 'm afraid I r eally don ' t know ar.ything about the R?.111:;e r s . I had 
t hought they v1er e t he state police . I intend to find out ore about t hem. 11 

11};y brother at the a 0 e of 5 was e:;iven a cert i fica te which stated hi m 
t o b e an honorary Texas Ranger . This is the ext ent of my knowl ed~e 11 

1r o one e ver hears about t;:. ::. Texas ?~bers- -it is as if they were 
more a fraternal or- r,an iz.a t ion o.:.: copl e who v:c r e highv:ay patr olmen fo r many 
years than a poli ce organization . " 

111 ' ve only come in c ont ac t ,~i th one H.an£er , and he was probably the 
t oughest , mean est , anci strictest l aw enforcement officer I ' ve ever seen . 
··ie dot ' t hear r;uch about the Texas R,w~e rs--is i t a secret org2.niza.tion? 11 

11 They should be cent r a lized with the State highway patrol with i n
creased duties that r esult sha red equally . 11 

11 1 think the P..an ,.,_ ers should be put in with othe r l aw enforcement 
or gainzations L-;,iiJ. 11 ~ 
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11 1 don ' t rc2.lly knm: their jurisdiction but 1 h:ndly ever see one , 
'.aybe ti e r e ou~h t t o e rr.orc . 11 

11 The only kno·,: l ed;e I have is sketc y but I wonder whether or , ot 
Texas '.°can 0 ers ha ve a jo' ,,hich tr Cj' alone ne ed handle . 11 

11 Toda,y I s value of the Texc1.s ~nger lies chiefly in historical ir.tpact 
2nd appeal to visitors fr om outside tl-ie sta e . C"lll it ' Tourist .\ttr ac 
t ion ' if you like- ut still an 3.djunct ,,ith dollE'l.rs and cents of publi
ci t y value . 1 

11Possibly a sc11col sho -.1 l d be founded . a l on rr the lines o.f the 
} 'BI . . cademy to teach R.:u1:ers and ot 11er Tcx1.s l.::i.w in.fo~cer.!ent { sii/ agencies . II 

11 -•·r oI'.'l infornl3 tion ... most peopl e equate a i3.n:,er with rii s pursuits 
of Billy the Ki d . 1 ,-:oul d sugges t an a ctive rograr:: of information . 11 

111 do t hink that the r:~a jority of ::'ex,is l1an ,:;ers :ire viol en t men , who 
f or the r;iost =1rt , do not fear killin

0 
or be:i.n--: killed . 11 

11Fror.t ,,:hat I ' v e heard the ~langcrs an= outdated , s or.!eti e s use ex
cessive fo r ce , a nd a r e especially d i scrininatory in handlin ~· o ' I-'.exican 
Ame r icans . They d,,ell on h is tori cal r e· utation . 11 

n-,rom rny kno·.-,l eo~e . . . t hey 2.re me r ely a token force for t he 
pur· ose of a me1:.o r y of the da:rs ,;hen the 'bn6 er s prot e cted the ?i oneers 
fr om lndi ar s . 1 · elieve the E.an6ers serve no r eally use ful servj_ce ancl 
should be r epl:3.ced by a • ore effective for ce . 11 

11 They seem to serve no function . 11 

"The Texas Ran ge r s c1.re a f ine honorary or~a, i zaticn ,-1it h a sr':'!at 
tradition , ho~ever , their effectiveness i n l aw enforcement is little . 
Their o ~anization s hould be ~ intajned in ~e s~~e tradit ion as t he 
D. _ . fL, Book- of- the- -:onth , etc . 11 

11 A small force oi" Ranf:e r s coul d r e r etair.ed as a link to our f rontier 
hcritaee--perliaps to conduc t t ours t 1: rc'..lg~ t 11e Al-'l.I!',o or s o!'.1e t hinc . 11 

11 F'ec ause t he Tex.as Rangers use excessive forc e on , i nor iti~s , 1-:ex
i c c>_'1 Americans and ~l"' ck is reason enou3h for them to be abo} i shed . They 
a re outdated . They ,-;ent out wit h outla 1:1s . 11 

11 They a r i:: t he governor I s own a , y and t hey do a good jot- o f extermi -
na tin ,;; a gr oup of peopl e the:,' f eel will be:-iefit a community . . t :1ey 
intinici te 1i norities with p01·12r s no othe r police for ce has . 11 

"They a r e used ry Texas i:;overnors to oppress 1inori y gr oups . 11 

111 don ' t kno·., a! ythint a bo.it the Texas Rangers , exce pt ,,hat I hear 
other stucie1: ts and professors sa, about then . Contrary t o po ular belie f 
students a d profe ssors C 3..I1 be Hronr, , so I will jus t p:,. ss on the atove 
questions . " 
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Statement by Coloi e l \,'ilson E. Speir1 

I have een for::ially :J.cvised that h:we ·:; een SuI'.'J;1oned here today 

in connect i on wit h testirr.ony this Car.mis s ion anticipa t es , to the e fr•ect , 

and here I quote : tha t .he Texa s Raneers ha ve r aditionally been 

a force for t he r epr C:s sion 01' ··.exican :mericans , and that thi s ::iractice 

continues , as evidenced b_v the 2.ctions of the Texas Ranr s rs (includine; 

physical assaults anC:. intimida tion in cor.n cction 1\ith union or i::;anizinE 

attempts in Starr County in 1966-1967 . ) 11 

( unquote) 

I wish to sta te enphati cally that it i s !G'I' the po icy of the Texas 

Rangers to r epr ess l a,-1- abicing peopl e of any na tional extraction or ethn ic 

t;roup . ';,i t hou t question the role of the Texas Rangers i n our society has 

been and is to protect t he lives , property , and ri r hts of all pe rson s , and 

to enforce the l aws of t his state and nation . 

To my personal knC\·1l edge , t his has been the ca se fo_ t he pas t 27 

yea r s , s ince I joined t he Department o.f Public Safety on _1ovember 1 , 1941 

ad ro se through the r anks t o y present posit i on . I can also st2.te th "l. t 

t his '\·:ill be the ca se as lon e:; as I am Director of this Depart. ent . 

This hearin; today comes at a ti.n,e when broad allegations unsupported 

by f a ct but r epresent ed as fac tua l are beinc .ade by persons who often voice 

opinions and conclus ions a sed on hea r say . ;;:i.ny of t he se allegations are 

nothing more than innuendoes , insinuations , and distortions of the truth . 

I challence the statement t ha t the Texas Ranger s have traditionally 

1 
U. S. Cou ni ssion on Civil Ri6hts , ;-lc:'lrin ,, 1-'efor e the Co:wnission on 

Civil Ri c- h Ls ( San An t onio , Texas : 1.,ecerr.bcr 9- 14, 1768 ), ;,.ppenc ix . 
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been use as a force for r epre s sion of any individual or group- unless 

that jndividua l or group be in violation of the l aH \•1hich the Rangers are 

sworn to uphold and e r. force . 

And if the pres ence of the Texas Ranger s or any othe r l aw offic ers 

r epresses or 11intimidates 11 t hose who would break the law, then I sa~r t hat 

i s e:,:actly wha t they are there f or , as we have no apology to make for en

forc ing the la\, . 

Incidentally, it should be emphasized that the Texas Range r force 

is a very l :iJ .. ited one , contrary to the picture whi ch nay have been planted 

in many pe ople 1 s minds . The fact is that t here a.r e only 62 men on the 

Ranger for ce- and this includes the Captains a1 d Serfeants- divi ded i nto 

six geo6raphical company a r eas across our l a rge state . 

As a crj minal law en f orc ement arm of t he Texas Dep3.rtment of Pub] ic 

Safety , they a r e a hi.'~hly- skilled f;roup of criminal invest i ;:,;;:i.tors who 

carry out their d ties in coo eration with other stc:te , local and f edera l 

l aw enforce~ent a gencie s . 

It is true th3. t the t ask of enfor cing the la\·1s of this sta te and 

nation is not always a opul a r one . Those officers who inust enforc e the 

l a \v ar e fr equently atta cked for doinf: so . 

Emotions a r ous ed by t he unpo ular ity of laws and their enforcement 

often re sult i n unbridled and irresponsible stat ements which can cause 

g r eat harm to the image of l aw enforcer, ent in gener a l . 

I would state to you t hat it is the firm pol i cy of the Texas Depart

ment of S..1. f ety , past , pr esent and fu ture , to investigate the char~es made 

a r,ainst tli e conduct of its officers , and to t ake appropri a e action upon 

compl etion of such investif;ations . 

Th e vague and indef inite n;:,.ture of many of t he a lle~ations th1. t 



have been leveled a t the Texa s Ran gers in the ublic n otices which have 

ema'1at ed from these hearings are not deser vin r of detailed r ebuttal before 

this commission . 

1 would like to e r:iph2.size , ho11ever , that the Texas Department of 

Publ ic Sc.iety has many wonderful er:tployees of l-'.ex.i can- Ame rican descent 

throug out its vario s functions- quali ' ied em loyces who ha ve been se

l e cted without r t:ard to race , creed or color . Throughout my lon tenure 

v:it h the ' e artr:ient , I have knO\m of not a sin ~le qualified J.'.exican Americw 

,~ho has been turned a,~ay because of his ancestry . 

To r e-state the olicy of the Texas De art ent of Public Safet y : 

It i s , and shall continue to be , the protection of life and ri~hts and 

t he pro e rty of all , through the enforceri:e nt of l aw- which we do not 

,,1ri te , but are sworn t o up!-iold , f airly , impartially and with justice to 

all. 



AP?EiWI.X D 

80 T x a s Rarv;crs bv Cit·, Resi c:ence 

City ove r 100 ,0C,C, pop.1htion 

Abilene 1 Corpus C~risti 1 
Amarillo 2 Dall.:l s 5 Au s t i n 4 Houston 3 
Eeawnont 1 Lubbock 4 

Cit;y: between 20 , CCO a nd 100 1000 POEul ation 

Ar lineton 1 Longview 1 
Bryan 1 Lufkin 1 
Del Rio 1 IcAllen 1 
Greenville 1 1-~dland 4 
Harlingen 1 Pampa 1 

Citr les s t ~an 20 2000 2opul ation 

Alpine 1 Colur:ibus 1 
Athens 1 Cotulla 1 
Atlanta 1 Crystal City 1 

y City 1 Falfurrias 1 
Beeville 1 Gaine sville 1 
Belton 1 Hunt sville 1 
Een j alflin 1 J asper 1 
.rady 1 Kerrville 1 
Frowm•:ood 1 Liberty 1 
Childress 1 Mineral .:ells 1 
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San Antonio 4 
1,·/aco 5 
l,"j_chita alls 2 

Total 32 

Paris 1 
Plainview 1 
San .A..rigelo 1 
T-.tl e r 1 
Victoria 1 

Total 18 

Mount Pleasant 1 
~.a vasota 1 
Ozona 1 
Pecos 1 
Richmond 1 
San Augustine 1 
Sierra Hanca 1 
Stephenville 1 
Sweetwater 1 
Uvalde 

Total 30 



AP?EJ:DIX E 

Statemen t oJ Texas Ranre r s on the Ch~lllen1<e of the Seventies 

"Upgr ading of Raneer s ervice through educ:1tion progn.r.1 s . . . 11 

60 

11 he stead;..ly increas ing crj1:.e r a te a, d a , athetic public call for 
a harder wor cin_, , d edicat ed Ra.neer force . I f eel t his is our grea test 
challenge for the l S,7O 1 s . 11 

"The s aiae cha l l enge tha t every law enfo r cerEent group face s : public 
apathy , poor publ i c coo 2ration , ... court s , jury and bondin e proceciurcs • 
. . . poor cooperation and dua l sta nda r ds used with and by t h e judicial 
system in dealing witn the s uooos ed minority a nd racial problems . " 

111 would ha ve r e cOi:L'.icnded a career Lin l aw enforcei,1cn!:7 for my son 
fifteen ye a. rs ago but_ Hould not no111 . It is too often a t hankless and dis
t asteful job .• Lwithou!:7 t he ba cking fr o:i: the courts that \•ie must have 
t o maintain e i"fective l aw enforcement . 11 

11 0ur bigge s t, problem ... j~ill biJ member s of minority groups who 
are r adicals . I don •t think it will be a r a ci3.l problem but it v1ill be 
under the pretext of one . These 2.re extremists ,:orking to underrnine our 
gover nrnen t sys tern . Seems to me they nave m-'.lde a f a ir st ':\rt . 11 

11 1 feel t he gre2.tes t c hallenge • . . \·/Oul d be le2rning n ew tech
niqu e s t h:1t woul d work under the c ha ngine criminal justice system . •• 
understanding the di ffer en t t ype s of cri min als . " 

11 ••• will be to shm--1 the ci tizens that t he Ranger Se rvice is still 
an e f f ective , unbiased group of l aw enforcement office rs . ThAt we a ren ' t 
a group of en a pointed for posterity , but are a professionalized group 
of men , vlho are still greatly needed in t '.1 is modern society . " 

11 will be to try t o co e wit h t he rising r a te of cri me and hope 
t he n e,i l a ,-:s and courts will swing back to our side . " 

11 ,--1ill be enforcing the l a w in a fair a nd i . partial mann e r when 
and \•1he r e the need a rises r eeardless of the circumstance s . . . • ·.'!e must 
make the peopl e o f t he State of Texas aw2. re that ,-:h en the rtangers .qre 
called u oon for service they will r e ceive that service in the mos+, profes
s ional way . The que s tion of r a ce , creed , color or national origin n eed 
n eve a rise ,-1hen a sking i'or help . " 

11To keep alive and enha.ri ce the good name and herit aee handed do,,m to 
us by other f{3n ::ers . St rive to swing he pendulum of justice m:ay fr om the 
crimi nal and ba ck t o f a vorine citizen s . " 

"Our society . . . .ake the pendulum s wing ba ck to he side of l a ,-1 ;:i..nd 
ord er . 11 

11 •• the ch,llen0 e . . . can ot be s eparated fror.1 th'lt of pe'lce of-
f ic ers throu "hout Tex'3.s . . . . coo er qt i on ,nd cor.'.l::unica tion . . . between 
all a eencies ~ . . . education of t he puhl ic . . . tha t l aw enforc ement is 
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e ver y cit i zen ' s duty . . . the radicals , .• will be as active.z.. if not r:1orc 
so , in the 7O 1s ... ou_ courts have taken t.em t oo lightly LancjJ if t his 
trend is not r ev r sed the whole n1.ti on may su ffer . " 

" v1oul d be in the f ield of demonstr atio s and di s sident acti-
vitie s . " 

"Chal lenges . . too many to enwner.:1.te . ,: 

" . . . will be [the Hanger ' iJ at er.1pt to protect the people of the 
State of Texas , enforce the crill'.::..nal la,is 0f t h e st::ite ... 2.t the s 3.JTle 
time c orri;:, l y '.1ith . . . t he ne,·1 penal coc!e . I love my ,,1ork as a Texas 
Ranger but it has becor.e so co plic2.ted in co. 1pl y ine , ith the U. S . Su
pr eme Court r ulings . • . tha t it be cor:e s ver y di f ficult t o protect cur
sel ve s . 11 

11 •• apathy of our citizens /]<llo 1ri/ indiffe rent . . . a void j ury 
dut y , •.. sym at ' y l ies ,,1ith a ccused . In general th~ d on ' t wmt to 
get involved . Con[esti£n in court s Lis complic ated by) the state losing 
, :itnesses a.,--1ci cul rit Lnot rece iving/ a spe edy tria l . 11 

11 • • • keeping the i,11age bJ increasi ng educa tional sto..ndards , r eal-
i zing that n odern society depc:nds more and more on an officer ' s ment3.l 
r ather than nhys ical ability . 

ca reful selection of n ew ilanger s . 
• . . keepin p; the Hangers fr ee of political bonds . 
• . . because the Raneers are highly respected ... Lthei/ will be 

under att ::i. ck . 11 

11 •• wi ll be to m.:iintain the r e spect and r eputation we ha ve en-
joyed through the years . " 

11 Cooper J.t i on of r es onsi ble c itizens , courts , E.nd /j.aiJ enforcemen 
pe r sonnel . " 

11 ,-:ill be t he r estrictions that a r e pl a ced on a l awman by 
ridicul cus Penal Code r evisions ••. " 

11 • is no different than the 3O' s •... new l a1,s , n ew offenders , 
r elations ,1i th police and public . He must stand as other s h1.ve stood to 
u hold l aw and order and pray for jJnprovement in sa l ary , equipment , and 
r etirement . 11 
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l Adapted fr om De artmen t or Public S3.f ety Organizational Structure (7- 1- 70 ) 



A - Houston 
B - Dallas 
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FIGURE 2 
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E - ~ dland 
F - .va co 
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A?P.~rnrx H 

(UE3TIOJ,:flAIRE. 11T 11 

1. 1,\lh2.t i s your present aP.,e? 

2 . \,hat was your age at appointment as a Range r ? ___ _ 

3 . Hov: r any years ' experi en ce as a l aw enforc e ent officer did you have 
prior to joining the Ranger s? 

4 , How mari.y years have you s erved as a Ran;:~er? 

5, Wha t is your hei ght ? weight? 

6 . \Jhat was your fath er ' s occupation? 

7 , vJhil e attending high school , did you live : 
( ) in a city, over 100, 000 po uhtion 
( ) in a city, 10, C00-100; 000 population 
( ) in a city, 2, 5C0-10 , 000 population 
( ) in a city , under 2, 5L'O population 
( ) on a farm or r anch 

8 . \•Jhat is your educo.tional experie:-.ce? 
( ) High school 

9 , 

10 . 

( ) College 1 2 3 4 
( ) Graduate school 

':,1hat is your military experience? 
Year s Rank Branch 

\·,hat i s your marital status ? 
( ) Narried ( ) Divorced 
( ) Single ( ) Wi dower 

11 . ·,'hat is you r wi fe 1 s educational background? 
( ) High school 
( ) College 1 2 3 4 
( ) Graduate school 

12 . How many children do you have and what are their ages? 



c;,UE.:>TIOi'JN AlRE 11T11 (continued) 

13 . How would you r ate your department ' s in service traininc progr am ? 
( ) Excessive ( ) Needs expansion 
( ) Suf ficient ( ) No opinion 

14 , Do you think additicnal training ,-:oul d help you in your 1-1o rk? 
If yes , what kind ? (Check those that would help ) 
( ) Additional r ecruit training by the DPS 
( ) Additional inservice training by t he DPS 
( ) College courses in criminology and police science 
( ) Col l ege courses in Sociol ogy 
( ) Col l ege courses in Psycholoey 
( ) College courses in other ar eas . Specify 
( ) other kinds of trainine , Specify -----------

15. Do you hold a 
( ) basic certificate 
( ) intermediate cert ificate 

( ) advanced certific~te 
( ) none of the above 

16 . Do you personally conduct , supervise , or adr.,in i ster some form of 
inservice training for a r ea l aw enfor cement aP,encies? 

17 , In your opinion , is ther e a shortage of Texas Rangers? ( ) Yes ( ) Jo 
If yes , how many additional Rangers do you think ar e needed? 
If you v1ere cS.ppointing men t o fill t his shortage , what minimum quali
fications woul d you look for? 
Educat i on 
Experience 

18 . lf you had a son , would you r ecommend a l aw enforcement career for him? 
( ) Yes ( ) 'o 

19 . iiould you f avor a fixed period of t ime to serve as a Ranp,er? 
( ) No ( ) Yes (If yes , ho\, long? _________ ) 

20 . ~:hat do you f eel will be the gr eatest chall enge to the Rangers in 
the 1970 ' s? 



APPE DIX I 

QUESTIOi~ARIO 11 s11 

1. l Ha conocido al gun a vez un Range r? ( ) Si 

2 . l Cuant os Texas Raneers hay? 
( ) 10- 25 ( ) 75- 2CO 
( ) 25-7 5 ( ) 200-500 

3 . Se usan pa r a : 

( ) 5c0-1oco 
( ) l OOCi-1500 

( ) No 

( ) investigacion criminal 
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( ) controla r el trafico 
( ) politica 
( ) proteger al gober nador 

( ) la lucha contra el crimen orgP-nizado 
( ) distribuir boletas de infra cciones 

4, 

5. 

Piens o que el sucldo de un 
( ) $400- $600 por me s 
( ) $600-$800 por • es 
( ) $800-$1000 or raes 

Pienso que su suel do es : 
( ) demasiado ba jo 
( ) justo 

Rang~r es alrededor de 
( ) $1000- $1200 por mes 
( ) $120C- .p]._4Co por me s 
( ) $140G-$16CO por mes 

( ) 
( ) 

den asiado alto 
. . , / s1.n o inion 

6 . Pienso que los Texa s Ranger desempen'an su traba jo 
( ) con fue r za limitada ( ) con dernasiada fu erza 
( ) con justa fuerza ( ) sin opinion 

/ 

7. l Piensa Ud . que los Texa s Rangers lo sirven bicn? ( ) Si ( ) No 

8 . Pienso que los poderes de los Texas Rangers son : 
( ) demasiado fuert cs ( ) demas i ado debiles 
( ) justos ( ) s in opiniun 

9 , Clasifique estos trabajos del 1 al 7 en orden de importancia : 
( ) Guardifui de caza y pe sca ( ) J\gente del FBI 
( ) Policfa de Caminos ( ) Policta de Ciudad 
( ) Texa s Ranger ( ) Policia Fronterizo 
( ) Oficia l de Justicia de un Condado ( County heriff) 

10. l Cree Ud . que los Texas Rangers sirven a los Americanos mejor que a 
lo s l-lexico-Americanos ? ) Si ( ) 10 

11. l Ud . se refierc a si mi smo co::io 
( ) Hexicano ( ) Latino 
( ) Nexico- /•.mericano ( ) Latino- Ame rican o 

( ) Chicano 
( ) Hispano 

,<' 

12 . l Picn sa Ud . que debcri an abolir a los Texas Ran ge s ? 
( ) Si ( ) Jo 

Hombre 
Eciad ----
Observacion : 

Mujer _ _ _ 
cupacion ___ _______ _ 



APPEt:DlX J 

QUESTIG 'N .' IRE "E " 

1 . Have you ever kno,m a Ranger? ( ) Yes ( ) To 

2 . l!o·,v r:.any Texas Rangers are th ere? 
( ) 10- 25 ( ) 75-200 \. ) 500-1000 
( ) 25-75 C ) 2oc- 5co ( ) 1000-1500 

J . They are used for 
( ) traffi c control 
( ) politics 
( ) protecting t he governor 

( ) criminal investigation 
( ) fi ohting or6~nized crDne 
( ) \vriting speeding tickets 

4 , I t hink 1.he h'3.nger ' s sa l ary is about 
( ) $l+00- $6CO per month ( ) $1000-$1200 per month 
( ) $600- $800 per month ( ) $120G-$14GO per month 
( ) $800- $1000 er month ( ) ;j;l40C- Ql60 pe r month 

5 , I believe their salary is 
( ) t oo low ( ) too high 
( ) about right ( ) no opinion 

6. I feel the Texas RangE. rs do their job 
( ) \vith lir.:ited force ( ) with excessive force 
( ) with the right amount of force ( ) no opinion 

67 

7 , Do you f eel you are adequately served by the Texas Range rs? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

8 . I t hink the Texas :tanger ' s pm·:ers are 
( ) too stron ( ) too \veak 
( ) about rii;ht ( ) no opinion 

9 . Rate the se jobs from l to 7 in the order of their importance : 
( ) Garne and Hsh ::arden ( ) FRI Agent 
( ) County Sheriff ( ) City t'oliceman 
( ) Highway Patrolmm ( ) Border Patrolman 
( ) Texas Tianger 

10 . Do you think the Texas Rangers serve An[;los better than t•'.exican 
Americans? ( ) Yes \. ) Mo 

11 . Do you think the Texas Rangers should be abolished? ( ) Yes ( ) :o 

Male --- female __ _ 
Age __ _ Cccu ation ----------

Comment : 
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71 

APPE.JDIX L 

1970 Texa.s Ran:;er s "..'u~rterly Service Perfor ancea 

Quqrter 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

umber of Hen 72 72 79 79 

Felon;y: 
Offenses Investigated Per l_an 17 14 14 13 

Cases Devel oped er ;an 14 14 11 11 

Cases Corr.pl et ed er .:a_n 6 6 5 5 

Percent C ses Com leted 47 42 47 41 

Arrests Per ,;an 7 8 6 7 

Convicti on Rate 45 49 55 50 

Misdemear;or Investieat ions 
Per !an 7 6 6 6 

Special Investigations 
Pe r Man 0.7 0.6 0.6 o.6 

Reports Sutmitted 
Per I·:an 54 53 46 47 

Value Property Recover ed 
Per Nan $5 , 281 $3 , 845 $4, 75 ~9 , 093 

a ourc e : The Texas epart ent of uhl ic Sa fety , exas Ran~ers Service 
Performance fo r the quarter s i dicat cd, 1970 Cale.oar Year . 



Re
sp

o
n

se
s 

to
 

l<
no

v1
le

dg
e 

It
em

s 
fr

om
 

(J
.J

.e
st

io
nn

:J
.ir

es
 

11
F,

11
 

&
 

11
3

'1
 

1,;
K

G
C

/\N
 

A
E

E
IU

C
A

N
 

AN
GL

O 
AI

-1F
.fl.

I C
A.t

\J 
U

N
I\

r:
''1

S
IT

V
 

T
C

T
a

 
P'

"'T
IC

ET
l!T

 
(1

{=
20

0 
)a

 
(N

=2
00

)a
 

(N
=l

O
O

)b
 

(1
~=

50
G

) 

H
av

e 
yo

u 
ev

f:
r 

kn
ow

n 
a 

T
ex

as
 

H
an

ge
r?

 
Y

es
 

67
 

53
 

7 
12

7 
25

.h
 

1\
0 

13
3 

14
7 

93
 

37
3 

74
.6

 

Ho
w 

m
an

y 
T

ex
as

 
R

an
ge

rs
 a

re
 
th

er
e?

 
10

-
25

 
1

1
 

14
 

2 
27

 
5 

.4
 

25
-7

5 
24

 
24

 
24

 
72

 
14

.4
 

75
-

20
0 

53
 

23
 

43
 

11
9 

23
.8

 
i;;

 
20

0-
50

0 
54

 
78

 
20

 
15

2 
30

.l
i 

t--
3 

~
:
.
 

'1
.;

 

50
0-

10
00

 
30

 
45

 
11

 
86

 
17

.2
 

tJ
? 

tr
l 

r; 
,.,.

 
10

00
-1

50
0 

28
 

16
 

0 
44

 
8

.8
 

c_=
; 

H
 

co
 

X
 

1h
ey

 a
re

 u
se

d 
fo

r 
.,...

 

tr
a
ff

ic
 

co
n

tr
o

l 
16

 
14

 
5 

35
 

7
.0

 
p

o
li

ti
c
s
 

14
 

24
 

10
 

48
 

9
.6

 
p

ro
te

c
ti

n
g 

go
v

er
n

o
r 

26
 

23
 

13
 

62
 

1
2

.4
 

cr
im

in
al

 i
nv

e
st

ig
a
ti

on
 

78
 

78
 

59
 

21
5 

43
.0

 
o

ri
an

iz
ed

 c
ri

m
e 

62
 

45
 

1
1

 
11

8 
23

 .
6 

sp
ee

d
in

g 
ti

ck
et

s 
4 

16
 

" 
22

 
9

.4
 

,:_
 

I 
fe

e
l 

th
e 

Te
x

as
 !

~~
n

~e
rs

 d
o 

th
ei

r
 j

o
b

 
\•1

ith
 

li
m

it
e
d

 f
o

rc
e 

34
 

26
 

13
 

73
 

14
.6

 
ri

e'1
t 

ar
:io

un
t 

o
f 

fo
rc

e 
7L

~ 
67

 
13

 
l5

L~ 
30

.8
 

ex
ce

ss
iv

e 
fo

rc
e 

50
 

26
 

17
 

93
 

1
r.

6 
no

 
o

p
in

io
n

 
42

 
c
l 

57
 

18
0 

36
.0

 

..J
 

I\
.)

 



N
E

X
IC

:\N
 

:J
,i:

=H
IC

A~
i 

A
N

G
LO

 
A

M
L'

U
CA

N 

I 
th

in
k

 
th

e
 

R
an

ge
r

's
 

po
· .. ;

er
s
 
a
re

 
to

o 
st

ro
n

g 
45

 
13

 
a:

:>o
u

t 
r
ir

,h
t 

83
 

55
 

to
o 

w
ea

k 
27

 
61

 
n

o 
o

p
in

io
n

 
45

 
71

 

I 
th

in
k 

t
h

e 
H.

an
g

er
 '

s 
sa

la
ry

 
i

s 
ab

o
u

t 
::;

l+
Gv

-
:ji

60
0 

pe
r 

m
o

n
th

 
4

6
 

3
5

 
~6

C
0-

:,;
8C

O
 p

er
 

:n
on

th
 

95
 

8
1

 
·~

30
0-

'-'
lO

C
O

 p
er

 
m

on
th

 
43

 
59

 
-~1

00
0-

,i,1
2

0
0

 p
e

r 
m

on
t

h 
1

1
 

20
 

~1
2

co
-

:j1
4

u
o

 p
d

 r
.io

r,
th

 
5 

5 
~1

40
0-

~
6

C
O

 p
er

 
m

on
th

 
0 

0 

I 
th

in
k

 
th

e
 

R
an

ge
r

's
 

s
a
la

ry
 
is

 
oo

 
lo

w
 

33
 

41
 

ab
o

u
t 

r
i~

h
t 

8
2

 
67

 
to

o
 

h
ig

h 
29

 
1

3
 

n
o

 
o
p

in
io

n 
56

 
79

 

a
to

 
ob

ta
in

 
in

d
i

v
id

u
a
l 

p
e

r
c
e
n

ta
ge

 
m

ul
t

ip
ly

 b
;)'

 
0

. 5
 

b
to

 
ob

t.'
.!

in
 

in
d

iv
id

u
a

l 
p

er
c
e
n

ta
g

e 
m

u
lt

ip
ly

 b
y

 1
.0

 

U
N

D
!l:

.R
SI

TY
 

TO
TA

L 

1
0

 
68

 
1

6
 

l5
L

( 
1

0
 

98
 

64
 

1
8

0
 

24
 

10
5 

20
 

1
9

6
 

4
1

 
1

4
3

 
8 

3
9

 
4 

11
.i. 

3 
3 

7 
81

 
44

 
19

3 
1 

43
 

48
 

18
3 

p-
;;,R

C:
S'.

1 !T
 

13
.6

 
3

0
.8

 
19

.6
 

3
6

.0
 

21
.0

 
39

.2
 

28
.6

 
7

.8
 

2
.8

 
0

.6
 

1
6

.2
 

3
8

.6
 

8
.6

 
3

6
.6

 

>
-)

 
;:.

. 
G

:l 
r
' 

t=
:! co
 

,....
._ 

0 Q
 

o
J
 

c+
 

I-
'· 

;:
l .: (T
.) p_
. 

.....
.....

 

--
.J

 
\.

;,
) 



Vita was removed during scanning


	Blank Page



