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CHAPT ER I 

THE PRO BLEM AND ITS DEVELOPMENT 

In 1492 a daring sailor flying on his ship the insignia 

of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain discovered a 

new land and created the nucleus of a new world civilization, 

thereby turning westward into the channels of expl oration and 

colonization the immediate interests of the three great Euro­

pean powers: Spain, France , and England . 

The development of this thesis will reveal the activi­

ties of the Spanish government in a cquiring and holding Texas . 

This achievement was effected largely by means of mi ssions as 

an instrument of colonial policy • . The a ccount, which is nec­

essarily condensed, is chronological in arrangement . It 

covers the mission era in Texas and lists each mission , with 

a detailed description so f ar as inforxmtion is available . 

The litera ture on the Texa s missions is voluminous. In 

much of it, however, the period 1s highly idealized, and the 

i nstitution ha s been made to appear romantic r athe r tha n 

a s a governmental agency which comb ined the cultura l and the 

pr actical. Nowhere has there been found a complete list of 

the Spanish missions of Texas, not to say a comprehensive 

treatme nt of them. The story told herein is the result ot 

tedious research and tba piecing together of the fragments of 

information found in obscure pla ce s as well as in the better 



known sources. 

The mission as a frontier institution had a two-fold 

purpose. "From the standpoint of the church the princi pal 

work of the mission", according to Bolton , wa s "to spread 

the Fa ith, first, last and always." From the point of 

2 

view of the government, continues the s ame au thority, "the 

work of the mission was to as sist in extending, holding, and 

civilizing the frontiers." The missions were agencies of 

the State as well as the Church, and were supported by the 

royal treasury to serve the State 's purposes. 1 The State 

realized the necessity of civilizing and christianizing the 

Indian. The mission, therefor e , was purportedly a school of 

industry, agr iculture, government, and theology. 

To accomplish through the system the purposes pro posed 

by the State , each Spani sh se ttle me nt contained a mission ond 

o pueblo, or village, under the protection of a presidio. 

Th~ mission, consisting of lands and buildings, was the in­

strument through whi ch the India ns we rs taught to be indus­

trious a nd diligent in their labors and by means of which 

they we re convert ed to the Ca tholic faith. The pueblo or 

the village of t he natives wo s the means through which the 

Indians were grouped into a civil settle me nt for the purpose 

of instruction. Life Within the mission was in theory, a t 

l ea st, the same a s in any Spanish settlezoont . Nominally, 

1 H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle ~ighteenth Century , 
P• 10. 
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every phase of civil government existe d. The l a nds were 
2 given to the India ns, who we re congrega t ed in the pue blo 

only at their consent, a nd from among whom the Spanish civil 

authorities a ppointed a gove rnor and se lected a lcald e s and 

r egidores. Ea ch morning the Indi ans we r e assembled for wor­

ship. Following tha t s ervice of devotion ea ch one was s~nt 
I 

about his a ppointed task. There we re wo rkrooms, ca rpe nter­

shops, blacksmithshops, and tailorshops; there were fields, 

ranche s, end grana rie s wher e the Indi ans labored under the 
3 

supervision of the kindly padre s. 

All Texa s missions except those among the Apache Indians 

we r e und er the Order of Saint Francis. This order ha d e stab­

lished t wo co l leges in Me xico: the College of La Santa Cruz 

(The Holy Cross) of Quereta ro and the College of Nue stra 

Senora de Guadalupe ( Our Lady of Guadalupe) of Za ca t e ca s . 

These centers of e duca tional and r e ligious activity were de­

signed to prepare the missiona ri e s for their labors among the 

native tribe s. 

It would be impossible to r e l ate in de t a il the missionary 

a nd military a ctivi ties made by t he Spanish government in the 

2 Edward w. Heusinger, Early Explorations and Mission 
Esta blishments 11!. Texa s, p . 116. -

3 Carlos E. Cas t an eda , our Ca tholic Heritage in Te xa s, 1519-
1936, vol. II, pp .95, 112, 113 . (Unlessotherwis_e __ 
IiiaTca t ed, refe rence hereafter to this work will be 
made by the Author's name , t he volume and pa ge . ) 
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beg innings of Texas without a l s o i ncludi ng a brief referenc e 

to the French encroa chments in this region; the se encroa ch­

me nts awa kened the Spanish government from its letha rgy. 

The miss ionary and military explorations and the co l oniz­

ing activiti es from 1686 to 1693 which resulted in the e sta b­

lishment of the first mi ssions in the ea stern i ntexio~ of 

Texas were due to the appr ehensions aroused by La Salle's 

adva nce into this region. When by 1693 the fears thus 

crea t e d ha d subsided, Texas wa s l eft to the nat ive Ind ian 

tribes until 1714, ex cept for frequ ent French trad ing expe­

ditions. In 1?14 there was a revival of Spanish military 

a nd miss ionary intere st ocoas ioned by the advent i nto Texa s 

of Saint Denis. The a ttempt ed trading ven tur es of that dar i ng 

and heroic Frenchman aroused the Spani sh government officiols 

to a frenzy of a ctivity, l est their sovereign los e his monoply 

of American coloni al trade . Wherever Frenchmen we re f ound in 

the Sou thwe st before the close of the French and Indian war 

t he r e the Spani a rds hastened to e stab lish a mission und er the 

convenie nt protection of a presidia. 

Over the per iod of the Mi ssion rra in Te xa s History hos 

been ca st an atmospher e of romance , du e in pa rt to the mea ­

gernes s of historica l de t ails. Comparatively little i s known 

of this period. It is commonly be lieved t ha t the beginning 

of Spa nish occupan cy of Texas wa s through the establishment 

of th e &i st Texas mi s s ions wh ich began in 1690. As a matter 
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of f a ct, ho Never , the true be g innings of the Spanish develop­

ment of this VRs t Rrea ar e to b e foun d in the se ttlement s of 

West Texa s ~rouped a long the Rio Gra nde in the r e ~i on of El 
4 

Paso. Also contrary to the op i n ion of many , t he mission 

syst,em was not pe culi ~r to Texas . I t was the in s t rument of 

co lon i zat ion u sed by Spa in throu g h out t h e region of t he 

~rea.t Southwest . Nor were the missions esta"hlished ac cident­

a lly or haphazardly , a s the r esult of waves of enthusi a sm 

11ni mat i n~ the Spanish R" OV e nnme n t . I nsten.d , they we re e s t a b­

lished a s parts of a we ll def i ned and a "consi s t e ntly fo llowe d 
5 

poli cy" of the Span i s h government . 

As s t a ted by one hi storian , "The h i s tory of Texas f or 

more t hRn a hundre d ye a r s A.fter the coming of the French is 

6 fragm ent A.ry 1,.n d uns a ti Rf"l. ctory." Exclu s ive of t he records 

of the military expeditions into Tex~s, the history of this 

period, a s generally kn~•n , i s "little more than a n ac count 

of the mission Rry l a bors of the Sy;an ish pri ests a nd the efforts 

of the milit a ry garri s ons to protec t them i n the work of con-
7 

vertin ~ the nat i ve tribes ." 

4 Anna E. Hughes , The Be ~i nn in~ s of Span i sh Settle me nt in 
the El Faso Disfriot , p . 391-.-

5 Edward W. Heusinger , .£2 · ci t ., p . x . 

6 Walt e r Fl a vius Mcc a l eb , "Some Ob scu r e Po int s In the Missi on 
Period of Texa s His tory", Th e Qu a rterly of t h e Texa s 
st a te Historic a l Associ a ti on , vol . I, p . 216. 

7 Dudley G. Wooten , ! Complete History of Texas, p . 63. 



It is this early and more or less hazy period of Texas 

history which is treated in this thesis. This paper sum­

marizes the missionary and military explorations and the 

activities of the Spanish Mission Er a and it~ ~istorical 

background, giving in as clear perspective as the meager 

records perm.it, the history of each ot the Spanish Missions 

in Texas. 

6 



CHAPTER II 

THE HISTORICAL Bl\CKGROUND OF THE MISSION 

i RA IN T.GXAS HISTORY 

The discoverie s of Columbus in 1492 gave Spain a claim 

to the l ands of the We stern Hemisphere. This claim was 

strengthened by Alexander VI who in a papal bull gav0 he r 

the greater part of the New World, provided that the natives 

be instructed in the Catholic Faith. 1 

From Cuba Hernando Cortez set out in 1519 to seize the 

hoarded wealth of the civilized Azte cs of Mexico. This he 

accomplished in 1522, and henceforth Mexico served as a base 

for the expeditions that explored and colonized the l and now 

called Texas . 

7 

The first white man to see this l and was probably Alva r ez 

de Pineda . He was commissioned in 1518 by Francis Garay, 

first governor of the region now embra cing Texas, to explore 

Amiohel, a s the Spaniards ca lled the land bordering the Gulr 

of Mexico . Pineda sa iled along the ooost from Florida to 

Tampico and made a map on whi ch wa s shown Matagor da Bay. 

"~ In 152? Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca accompanied a fleet 

und er Panfillo de Na rvaez to explore the country west of 

l The Papal Bul of Pope Alexander VI, transla ted by 
Richard Eaen (1555), in A. B. Hart, (Editor), 
American History Told J:2I_ Contemporari es , vol . I, 
P • 40. 
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Tampico and east to Florida. He was shipwrecked in the Gulf 

of Mexico, and with some of his companions swam to shore, 

where they were captured by the coastal Indians. Held by 

the Redmen as prisoners, these unfortuna te men wandered over 

South Texas for eight yea rs. In 1536 these wandering Spania rds 

reached Mexico a nd were taken before the Vice roy, Antonio 

Mendoza. The vice roy r e tained Estevanioo, a moor and a com­

panion of de Va oa, ''that there might be some one left in New 

Spain", he s a id, "who could guide an expedition back to the 
2 

countri e s about which the wanderers had heard." 

In 1539 Mendoza sent out Fray Ma rcos de Niza, guided by 

this s ame Estevanioo, to investigate the l ands a bout whi ch 

Cabeza de Vaca had reported in the a ccount of his wanderings. 

Fray M~ roos returned in August, 1539, and in his r eport 
/ 

sta ted that he saw the City of Cibolo in all its splendor. 

Immedi ately upon hearing this report, Mendoza began 

prepa r at ions to explore those lands. On February 26, 1540, 

an expedition und e r the comma nd of Francisco Vazquez de 
/ 

Coronado set out to find Cibola . Lured by the visions of the 

wealth of this c ity, Coronado and h i s men roamed for t wo years 

over sections of pre s ent New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, 

Oklahoma , and Texas. In the Autumn of 1548 the remnant of 

this expedition returned to Mexico, having found neither 

riches nor the f amed city. 

At the s ame time Coronado was wandering i n northwest 

2 Carlos E. Castaneda , .2.E.• cit., vol. I, p . 84. 
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Texa s another grou p of Spanish Explorers were traversing 

Eastern Texas. These me n were the remnant of an expedition 

commissioned to conquer Florida under the command of Hernando 

de Soto, wh o had left Cuba in 1539 . De Soto died near the 

Mi ssissippi and Louis de :Mos coso became the leader. Under 

the ir new leader thi s 1roup of explorers pe netrated the 

interior of Texa · • When t hey reached "the northeastern limits 
3 

of tbe ~re a t pla ins alonp; Red River, 11 these men , weak , tired, 

and disappointed, retraced their journey to the Mississip:!.) i. 

Other explorers penetrated Texas. In November, 1B82, 

Antonio de Espejo re ached the va lley of the Pecos River from 

the we s t; in July, 1590, Castano de Sosa also reached the 

valley of the Pecos , while in 1601 and 1611 Governor Juan de 

Onate of New exico made expeditions that reached into Texas. 

NothinR of i mrnediRte consequence was acc omplished as a result 

of these expeditions. But the kno Nled ~e a c qu ired of these 

l ands, their ~e o~r Rphy , climRte, and nat ive t r ibes a ide d 

l ater in the colonization of that area . 

Durin ~ the years 1690-1682 four settlemen ts were est ab­

lished in the El Pas o distr ict for the protection of the 

Spaniards anrt. the f r iendly Indians who , as a result of the 

pueblo u pri sin1s , were refu ,:!:ees from the v i cinity of San t a Fe, 

New ~exico. The first settlement established was Yslet a , 

with its mis sion, Corpus Christi de l a Ysleta. The othe r 

3 Car los E. Cnst ~neda , op. cit., vol. I, p . 116. 
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settlements were Socorro , Sene cu, and San Lorenzo. 4 Each 

settlemen t had its mi s s i on . Cont rary to popul ar belief, 

Ysleta , not Fort Sa int Lou i s on Uatagorda Bay , as will be 

de ve lo ped i n the study , was the f irst Euro pean settlement 

on Texas so il. Likewise Corpus .Christ i de Ys l eta , and not 

San Fran~ isco de lo s Tej a s , was the f i rst Spanish mission 

of Texas. In t he followi n~ ye ar , 1683-1684 , the El Paso r e-
5 gion s aw nine or t en addit ional missions est abli she d . 

On Apri l 9, 1 682 , Re ne Ro bert de l a Salle, coming fr om 

Canada down the Mi ssi ss i ppi River l anded i n the vicinity of 

t he mouth of the river and cl a i med the l and dr a i ned by it 

and i ts tributar i es a s a pos sess ion of his king , Lou i s XIV of 

France . He r eturne i t o France to secure the King's permi s­

s ion t o est abli s h colon i es i n that part of t he new wor l d . 

With the r e ques t gr an ted , he set ou t on July 24 , 1 684 , with 

a f l eet of fo ur shi ps an d about four hundr ed co l onists , bound 

for t he mouth of Mi ss i ssippi . For some unexpl a i ned rea son, 

La Sa l le s a iled past his proposed destinat i on . After several 

unfortuna te acc i dents he entered Mat agorda Bay and built a 

4 

5 

Anna E. Hu~hes , The Be~innings of S~an i sh Se tt lement 
in the El Pa so Di s r i c t, pp . 32 - 324 . 

Harold Schoen , (Com piler), Monument s Commemora tin~ 
the Centenary of Texa s Independence , p . 102 , 
s ays n ine, while Anna E. Hu~hes , ~ - cit., 
pp . 323- 329 ,says the re were ten . 



temporary camp on the Garcitas Creek, 7 which he namd Fort 

Saint Louis. La Salle made three unsuccessful attempts to 

find his countrymen whom he had left at the mouth of the 

Illinois River awaiting his return from France. on the 

fourth journey, La Salle was muroered by members of his 

11 

own party somewhere near the mouth of the Navasota River in 

March , 1687.8 

In 1684, the Spaniards captured one of La Salle's ships, 

the Saint Francis, off the coast of Hispanola. It was from 

the French prisoners of the crew that the Spanish officials 

learned the details con cerning the French plans of occupa­

tion. As a result of the fears aroused by the encroachments 

of the ]Tench, five maritime expeditions were sent out to 

loca te the French camp , all of whi ch were fruitless. While 

the search was being ma de along the coast, the viceroy of 

New Spain was making pla ns for l a nd expeditions to search 

out the invaders. 

Three l and expeditions from Mexico, each under the com­

ma nd of Alonso de Lebn, penetra ted Texas as f ar as the Rio 

Solo {Nueces}. Later a new viceroy, ha ving read the records 

of the Spanish expeditions, sent out a f ourth expedition und er 

7 This site is Bolton's location of the camp . Reoent 
investigation places Fort Saint Louis f arther 
inland than the site determined by Bolton. See 
MSS . by E.W. Cole, Alto, Texas. 

8 Cole locote s La Salle's death pla ce about two miles 
southeast of Alto in Cherckee County. 
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; 9 
De Leon. It wa s on this journey that Fort Saint Louis wa s 

found, a nd De Leon with Father Damian Massanet as chaplain 

first contacted the Tejas Indians. Having established 

fri endly rela tions with them, Fother Massanet promise d these 

Indians tha t he would return to them a nd build missions. 

Upon his return to Mexico in 1689 De Leon pre~red for 

the king a report giving a favorable a ccount of the t erri­

tory and its inhabitants. The vic eroy, Count of Galva , 

called a Junta to assemble on July 5, 1689, to evalua te De 

Leon's report. This group unanimously agreed that Father 

Massane t s hould return to the land of the Tejas and estab­

lish missions; tha t the supplies needed to establish the se 

missions be furnished at the king's expense.10 

Having accompanied De Leon on his fourth expedition, 

Father Ma ssanet maneuvered so th ot the conversion of the 

Indi ans would be entrusted to the religious order of saint 

Francis . This was authorized by a royal credula of May 27, 
11 

1790, which order invested in Father Ma ssanet the power 

of converting t h e natives . 

Leading a fifth expedition, De Leon and Father Massanet 

l eft Coahuila on March 28, 1690 , to begin their work of con-

9 C. K. Castan eda, £1?.• cit., vol . I, PP • 314-316; 
318-319; 322-325; 332-334 . 

10 lfil, vol. I, P• 313. 
/ 

11 Carlos E. Castaneda , (translator ), Juan de Morfi, 
History of Texas, vol. I, p. 152. 



version in the land of the Tejas . On April 26, 1690, they 

reached Fort Saint Louis, the ruins of which they destroyed 

13 

/ 

with fire. They then proceeded as f ar as the fi r st rancheria 

of the Tejas Indians, where, during the period from May 25 to 

June 1, 1690, the mission San Francisco de los Tej a s wa s 

built and dedicated. On June 2, De Leon began a return 

journey to Mexico, leaving priests a nd soldiers in charge 

of the mission. During June, 1690, Father Jesus Maria casanos 

from the mission San Francisco de los Tejas extended the l a bors 

of the priests among t he Tejas and e stablished the mission 
/ / 

Santiaimo Nombre de Maria. 

There yet lingered among the officials in Mexico a 

suspicion tha t some of La Salle's men were among the Indians 

and that they might attempt a new sett lement . Because of 

this fear, on Nov ember 16, 1690, the Junta recommended tha t 

e ight new missions be esteblished in Texa s at the expense of 

the roya l treasury. Domingo Teran de los Rios, newly ap­

pointed governor of the province of Texa s and the a djacent 

region, wa s commi ssioned to execute this order!2 In May, 

1691, in complia nce with instructions, Teran, a ccompani ed 

by fifty soldiers, fourteen missionaries, and seven lay 

brothers set out to found the new missions. There were to 

be three of them among the Tejas , four i n the country of the 

12 Carlos E. Costaneda,~ cit., vol. I, PP • 361, 362 . 
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Cadodachos, and one on the Guadalupe River . 13 

In October Teran visited San Francisco de los TeJa s on 

the Neches. From there he pushed on nor t h ond east, going 

a s f ar as Red River. On his return to Mexico he gave a n 

adverse report of the prospe cts f or Spanish occupation of 

Texas. As a result of this report the Ee st Texas mi ssions 

were a bandoned by order of the Junta, August, 1693. Thus fo r 

the next t wenty years, Texas was l eft in poss ession of the 

Indi ans. 

From 1685 to 1712 France was too busily engaged in 

1uropean activities to attempt further new world settleme nts. 

On Sept embe r 14, 1?12, however, a royal ch arter was issued to 

Anthony Crozat giving him the trade rights of Louisiana for 

fift een years. It was on the advice of Crozat tmt Antoine 

de l a Methe Cadillac, governor of Louisiana , sent Louis 

Juchereau de Saint Denis into Texas on a trading enterprise . 

The expedition entered Texas in 1713 and halted on the Rio 

Grande a t the mission San Juan Bautista in 1714. Here Sa int 

Denis wa s de t a ined by the captain of the pre sidia, Diego 
~ Ramon , until a messenger could be s ent to Mexico City for 

instructions from the viceroy oonce~ing what should be done 

about Saint Denis' entrance into Spanish territory. 

The viceroy order ed that t he Frenchmen be brough t before 

him. Saint Denis proceeded to Mexico City under guard , and 

/ 

13 Juan de Morfi, 212.· oit., vol. I, p . 153 . 
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was taken befo r e the vi c e r oy . Hi s st a tements t o t ha t off i­

ci Rl a l armed the Spanish G-overn~cnt . Therefore , Espinosa , 

the f isca l , recommended that t he mi ss ion s of East Texas be 

reest a blisheQ and that an expedit ion bu mndc t o establis h 

f i ve addit i onal ~i ssions am ong the Te j as . 

On Apri l 24 , 1 71 6 , e. 5roup ,'l ith Captnin Domingo Ra mon 

as l eader oet out from the presi d ia San J u a n Bautista he aded 

fo r t he l an d' of the Tej a s . After t wo months the expedit ion 

reached those fr iendly Ind i a n s , reest a bl i shi n g t he missio n 

San Franc is co de l os Tej a s , a nd found i n g f i ve othe r miss i ons, 

a s fol l o-.v s : Pur i sima Conc e pc ion , Nuestra Senor a de Gu adalupe 

de l os Nac ogdo ches , San Jo se de los Na sone s , Nueatra Senora 
14 

de l os Do l or es los Ai s , and San Mi ~e l de los Adaes . 

Ramo n and the missionaries cla mored f or more a i d i n 

c arr ying on the work of the missions . I t was supplied by 
,,, 

overnor Mart i n de Alarc~ n , ~ho c ame to Texas ear l y in 1 71 8 , 

brin ::; in~ "fifty married soldiers , three master carpente r s , 

a blacksm i th , and a st one rnas on . 111 5 While Al ar con was in 

Texas he f oundeu a l so t he presidia of San An tonio de Bej a r 

and the mission San Antonio de Va l ero . Al a rcon be e n.m e d is­

gus t ed becau se of the continual misunderstand i ngs b e t we en the 

~i li tary offici a ls and miss ion~r i es and re si gned the gover -

sh i p . 

I n June , 171 9 , Saint Denis reentered TexA.s wit h a group 

.,, 
14 Juan de }~or f i , o:p . ci t ., vo l. I, p . l fl7 . 

14 I b i d , vol . I , p . 190 . 
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of Frenc hmen and expelled the Spanish missionar ies from the 

Eas t Texa s Mi ssions . As a check to this French incursion, 

Sa n Mi r,ue l de AP,Uayo was sent to Te x a s in 17 21. The Aguayo 

expedi t ion was a success a nd i t secured Texas for Spa in for 

a period of a bout on e hundred and fifteen years. It was the 
16 

l as t of its kin d in Texa s. 

Again there set in a period of letha r gy. Bolton char ­

acter izes the years from 1731 to 1745 as a time when the 

province of Texa s was on tri a l. There were no new missions 

est a blished during this time , h e s ays, and the re ~ion suff ered 

he a vily from Indi a n de preda tions and the continua l wran P-ling s 
17 

of t he St at e and church offici a ls. The years from 1745 to 

1762 a re c har a c te rize d by the s ame a u t hority a s a period of 

expans ion in f our ne~ re ~ions a nd as a peri od of develo pme nt 

am ong t he olde r missions . The renewed missionary a c tj v i ties 

re sulted in the establi shment of various new missions: · San 

Francisco Xa vier de Horc a sitas, San Ildefonso, Nuestr a Senora 

de l a Candel ari a , Nuestra Senora Del Rosar io, Nuestra Senora 

de l a Luz, San Sa b~ , and Sa n Lore nzo. 18 

At interva ls between 1745 and 1754 the Spanish offici a ls 

heatd rumors of Frenc h traders penetra ting into Texa s as f ar 

1 6 Ele anor Cla ire Buckley , "The Agua yo Expedit ion into 
Texa s and Loui siana," Southwestern Historic a l 
Qu a rterly , vol. XV, p . 60 . 

17 H. E. Bol t on, Texas in t he Middle Eight e enth Century, p .14 . 

18 Ibid, p. 43 . 
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as the Nec he s a nd Tr i nity Rivers . In 1745 a Frenchman , 

Joseph Blan c pa i n , was a rrested by a SpRni s h off ici a l a t the 

mouth of the Tr i nity . Fur t h e r rumors conti nued t o r e a ch 

t h e c a pitol a nd i n Apr il, 1 755 , Domi ngo de l Rio wa s sent 

to i nvesti gRte the extent of French encro a chments i n South­

eas t Te x a s . I n h is r eport De l Rio showed t hat many French­

me n had be e n Rm ong the I ndi ans of t he l ower Trinity River 

s i n ce Bla nc pain ' s a rre s t . I n 17 56 t he pre sidia San I .,, 
Agus t in de Ahum ,1.d a and the mis s i o 1 Nue st r n. Senor a de l a Luz 

·Nere f ounde d six miles northwe s t of t he prese n t town of 

Ana hu a c . El a bora te plans were ma de for a settlement of 

f i ft y f amilie s , but on a c count of Spanish l e tha r gy the 

s ettl ement was n e ver est a b l ished . 

From l '7 4 9 to 17 55 . . va.s Ft I_J eriod of con q_uest and coloni z 8.­

tion on the l oNer Ri o Gr ande . This movement wa s conducted 

by Jo ~e de Esc a ndon Mho had been appoin t ed to c a rry on the 

c onqu est of Col on i R de l Nuevo S&n tander , t he name by which 

tha t r e~ io n was then k no wn . Th i s r e newed a c t ivity r e sulte d 

in the es t a bli shment of r anches and s ett l ements on b o th s ide s 

of the rive r betwe en the pre~ent ci t i e s of La redo a n d Rio 

Gr a nde City . 19 

By a t reaty d a t ed Nove~ b e r D, 17 62 , Louis XV of Fra nc e 

ceded Louisia n a wes t of t e k issis s i p p i to Char l es I I I of 

Spa in . No loneer Nas Te x as a buff e r s t a t e . Th i s r e ~o ved 

Spain ' s ne e d for ma. intnini n J t he mission off ici A.ls who had 

19 H. E. Bolt on , 2..£ · c i t ., p . 2 99 . 
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se rved as a defense and prot ection against France. There 

were then wi t hin the state seven form al pres idios, one mili-
. 20 

t ary outpost, t wenty-one missi ons and four vi s itas , though 

in 1716, when the French mena ce l oomed greates t, there had 

been only s ix missions i n Texas. For the upkeep of these 

est abli shments vas t sums were spent eac h ye ar from the royal 
21 

tre a sury. The Spanish kin~ therefore desired a reformation 

of the frontier defenses and a curt a ilment of this heavy ex­

pense. As a conse quence, the Mar ques of Rubi, commissi oned 

by a royal de cree of 17 65 , i ns pe cted t he fr ontier of new 

Spain from California t o Texas . Rubi, i n his offici a l report, 

New Re ~ulati ons of the Presidios, char a cterizes the missions 

Nuestra Senor a de Guadalupe , Nuestra Senora de los Ais , San 

Y. i ~e l de l os Adaes , and Nuestra Senora de l a Luz as useless, 

and recommended tha t they be ext i nguished. 22 

The recommendat ions issued by the Marque s of Rubi were 

put into effect by Governor Baron de Ri pperda who came to 

Texa s in 1773 to supervise personally the work of the trans­

ferrenc e of the sett ler s from the pres i di o of Adaes and the 

miss ions i n East Texas. These settlers were t ransf erred to 

20 A vis i ta is a missi on without a resident missionary 
but i s vi s ited re <:,u. l arly by a priest from a mission 
nearby . 

21 Car los E. Cast aneda , .£.E.· c it ., vo l. IV, p . 44 . 

22 Juan de Morf 1, E..E.· ci t ., vol. I, p. 105 . 



San Antonio and given land for homes, fi elds and pastures 

for their livestock. With this enforced abandonment and 

because of official neglect and Indian depredations, the 

missions were deserted one by one until at the beg inning 

of 1774_, there were in all East and Central Texas, only 

seven missions under the pro~eotion of three pre!'li:'Hos. 

They were: San Antonio de Valero, San Jose de Aguayo, 

Espiritu Santo de Zuniga, Nuestra Senora de la Purisima 

Concepcion de Acuna, San Francisco de la Espada, San Juan 
23 Capistrano, and Nuestra Senora del Rosario. 

At the time when most of the missions bad ceased to 

exist, ond those remaining were near dissolution, a new 

19 

one was established for the Karankawa tribes. The original 

site of this mission, Nuestra Senora_ del Refugio, was a t 

the juncture of the Guadalupe and San Antonio Rivers, whe re 

it existed for two years. In 1795 it wa s removed to Copano 

Bay where the mission officials were instructed to wa tch over 

illicit shipping aotivities. 24 

There were in Eastern and Central Texas in 1793, there­

fore, eight missions. They had a population of four hundred 

and sixty-seven souls under the protection of the presid1os 

San Antonio de Bejar and de la Bahia del Espiritu. The 

23 Edward w. Heusinger, ~• .ill_., pp~ 183-186. No in1'orma­
tion can be found concerning the missions in the El 
Paso and Laredo regions. 

24 Ibid, PP• 175-176. 
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annua l upke ep of these esta blishments wos an opproximote cos t 

of one hundred thousand pesos a year; ye t in spite of this 

drain upon the royal treasuory it 1s r ecorded t ha t the Spani sh 
25 

king did not receive one cent in return . 

In light of this fact it is easily unde rstood why on 

April 10, 1794, t he Commandant general of t he I n ornol Prov­

inces issued an order thot all the Te:xas missions which hod 

been in existence for a period of t en yea rs or more wer e to 

be turned ove r to t ha secula r clergy. This decr e e meant 

that the lands and mission property , except tha t needed fo r 

community purposes or future expaneion, were to te equaJ.ly 

divided among t he inhabitants of the mission pueblo. It was 

further decreed t hat the Indians were to enjoy all the civic 

rights enjoyed by the Spani ards, and tha t no Indi an was al~ 

lowed to mortgage or endanger the pe rmanent possession of 

this newly a cquired property.26 By this act of t he St a t e the 

Indians were suddenly deprived of their grea test blessing, 
2 7 

the moral and civic support of the kindly padres. 

This decree of 1794, which meant t he virtua l secula ri za­

tion of the missions, i ncluded every one ln T~xos except 

NUestra Senora del Refilg1o. This single mission existed 

25 Carlos ~. Ca staneda, 21?.• fil•• vol. IV, P• 44. 

26 Edwa rd w. Heus1nger, 2:2.• .2!.l•, PP• 178-179. 

27 ~• PP• 178-179. 
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officially until September 13, 1813 , when its secularizat ion 

also was ordered by a decree of the Spanish Cortes. Thus 

came to an end the beneficent services of the mission system 

which brought to this state the first influences of a Chris­

tian civilization. The mission era in Texa s had pa ssed, but 

not until it had paved the way for a modern era. 

Wha t did the missions of Texa s a ccomplish? Nothing, 

answers the skeptic. The historian, however, although con­

scious of the many defects of the system, r ealizes the im­

portance of the joint act ivity of the State and the Church 

in Texas history. It is true that the cruelties inflicted 

by the soldiers often caused de sertions by the Indions , 28 

and tha t there were constant quarrels between tbe missionaries 

and secular authoriti es because of the "imperfect definition 

and districution of outhority", 29 ye t probably the f a ctor 

which explains in l orge part the l ack of genuine success was 

the motive of Spanish officialdom. They felt more keenly the 

political a nd economi c desire to colonize the country than 

they did t he urge to s ave the souls of the Indians. Conse ­

quent ly, with this purpose in view the missions were poorly 

supported by the Spanish government . 30 

Despite these apparent weaknesses , according t o one 

28 Dudley G. Wooten, !, Complete History£! Texas, P• 48. 

29 H. E. Bolton, 2£• cit., P• 13. 

30 J.M. Dawson, The Spiritual Conquest of the Southwe st, 
P• 58 . 
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sympathetic critic, by "no st andards can it be said th at 

the Texas missions fa iled. Temporally and spiritually they 

suc ceeded admirably ••. They accomplished their task well 

and unselfishly held high the torch of civilization. 1131 

They also made it eas ier for the co rn ing of the Anglo-Saxon 

civilization, inasmuch as Spa in had pave d the way. It is 

wel l known, too , tha t 

a certai n amount of substance and energy must 
al ways be waste d in forcing civilization into 
any unbroken wilderness. Each new country ha s 
i ts peculiar difficulties, which only experience 
can teach how to overcome. Paths must be tra ced, 
mountains and va lleys traversed, boundaries 
searched out, n.nd co usts and rivers explored; 
and these things are seldom acc omplished without 
the l avish expenditure of men and means. 32 

Such was the char acter of the achievements of the mis­

sionaries i n Texas. These were lessons of value th~t the 

world lear ned a s a result of the Spanish occupation dur­

ing the mission era. 

The miss ion was desi ~ned a s a fr ontier institution and 

its pass i ng was a natural exodus . The log cabin, the cov­

ered wagon, and the wooden plow were tempo r ary , yet they 

paved the w~y for our modern era. "So were the missions the 

forerunners of a civilization i n Texa s under whose benevolent 

protection f louri shed for the first time agriculture , indus-

31 C. E. Castaneda , .2.£· cit., vol. IV, p . 3. 

32 Robert CR.rlton Clark, "The Beginnings of Texas", 
The Quarterly of the Texas State Historical 
Associ ation, voT.-r, p. 201. 



33 
try, a nd the arts . " 

33 Co E. Castaneda, "Pioneers In Sackcloth", Preliminary 
Studies£! the Texas Catholic Historical Society, 
vol. III, no . 5, P• 7 . . 

23 
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CHAPTER III 

THE SPAN I SH MISSIONS OF TEXAS 

Corpus Christi ~ l a Ysleta 

The firs t mission in Texa s was Corpus Christi de l a 

Ys l eta fo unded in 1680 for the benefit of the Tigua s Indians 

who were refuBe es from the Pueblo Re volts which occurred in 

the vicinity of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 1 It was established 

by Don Antonio Oterm1n and Fray Fran cisco Ayeta at the site 

of the present town of Yslet a . 2 Short ly after its est abli s h-
3 ment the mission was renruned Corpus Christi de los Tiguas. 

Acco r ding t o the re port of Bisho p Pedro Tamaron of Durango, 

who made a vi s it at ion of his dioc ese i n 1760, there were a t 

the miss ion Rt tha t time one resident missionary , eighty­

five f am ilies of Piro Indians with 429 persons , and e i ghteen 

Spanish families with 131 persons . strange to rel a te, how­

ever, there was not one Tiguas Indian . Bi shop Tamar6n st a te d 

that t he church was thirty-six var a s long and five and a 

1 Anna E. Huehe s, The Beginnings of Spanish Settlement 
in the El Pa so District, vol. I, p . 324 . 

2 Harold Sc hoen, (Compiler ), Monument s Commemora ting 
the Centenary of Texa s Inde pendence , p . 196. 

3 Charles ~at ton Brooks, Texa s Missions; Their Romance 
and Arc hi te c t ure, p . ??. 
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h a.lf wide, und that the mission l a.mi s were rich , Ne ll oul-
4 

tivated, and i r. ri1ated . 

In 1884 , the mission aBain was renamed, be i ng c alled 

Senora de l Carmen . On May 1 5 , 1 90?, the ex i s t i n g buildings 

were destroyed by f i r e, but u pon the i r foundation has been 

erec ted a modern Church . 5 

Nuestra Senora de l Socorro 

The mission Nuestrn Se~ora de l Socorro, a t Socorro 

near El Faso, was establi s hed for the Piros, a f ew Thanos , 

and Gemex Indi ans6 i n 16Al or 1 682 by Don Ant onio Ote rm1n 

and Fa ther Francisco Ayeta fo r the r e f u gees of the Pueblo 

Revolts i n t he vicinity of Santa Fe , New Mexico. 7 Accor ding 

to t he report of Bi shop Tama.ran of Durango , in 1760 , the 

mi ss ion was composed of forty-six Zum a. f'.ll!lilies .v i th 182 

pers ons . Nearby was a small settlement, Tiburcio, I.Cade up 

of eighty- t wo fami lies ,v i th four hundred and t wenty :pe rsons , 

and the l ands of the mission were ri ch, well cultiva ted , 
n 

and irrigated . 

4 Carlos E. Ca staneda , Our Ca tholic Her it age i n Texas , 
151 9-1 936 , vol. III,°"p . 235 . 

5 Charles Matt on Brooks, 2.l_ · cit., p . ?7 . 

6 Haro l d Schoen , £.£ · cit ., p . 12~ . 

7 Anna E. Hu ~hes , -22 · cit ., p . 324 , 32 9 . 

8 Carlo s E. Castaneda ,~· cit ., vol . III, p . 235. 
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San Lorenzo -----
The mission and pueblo of Sa n Lorenzo were est ablished 

at the site of present -day El Paso in 16A2 by Don Antonio 
, 9 

de Otermin and Father Francisco Ayeta. This pueblo was the 

r e treat of the Span ish refugees from Santa Fe , New Mexico . 

Accor ding to Colonel Pedro de Ri vera , commissioned to 

ins pe ct the presidios of Texa s in 1726, the pueblo and mis ­

sion San Lorenzo were loc a ted on the Texas side of the Rio 

Grande •10 In 1760, there were thirty Span ish families and 

twenty- one Indi an f amilies livin~ at the mission. In 1766, 

Don Nicolas de l a Fora , an en?, ineer who accompanied the 

Mar ques of Rub1 , repo r ted that in San Lorenzo were the Zuma 

Indi ans and severa l Spanish families . He a lso stated tha t 

the l ands were we ll cultivated and that the pe ople made 

excellent wi ne from the ~r apes, and even better bran dy . 

Bec ause they use d their lands fo r ~r apes and other fruits , 

they sometimes did not raise enough corn for their subsis -
11 

tence . 

San Antonio de Senec~ 

The missi on San Antonio de Sen·e~u was est ablished in 

9 Harold Schoen ,~- cit . , p. 137 . 

10 C. E. Cas taneda ,~• cit., vol. I, D• 276 . 

11 Ibid, p . 277. 
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1 682 by Don Antonio de Otermin a nd Father Fr ancisco Ayeta 

for the Ind i an r efu gees from the vicini t y of SA.nt a Fe , New 

Nex ico . It Nas located appro~imntely t a o miles northNest 

of Yslet a . 1 2 The Ind i ans f or whom this mission was built 

wer e the Piros a nd Tarnp iros . I n 1760 , there ~ere a t t his 

mission one hundred and e l even fa~ ilies of Piro Indians ; 

eighteen fa.rr:il i es of Zmna I ndi a ns a ncl thirty- nine Spi:J.n. ish 
1 3 

fam ilies . 

.§.fill Franci s co ~ lo s Julimes 

In 1 683 se veral de pu t a t ions of Ind i a n tribes fr om La 

Junta , " as the junct ion of the Con chos a n d Rio Gr ande was 
1 4 / 

c a lled'' , appe a red be fore the g ove rnor , Dominqu ez Ne ndoz a , 

a nd Fray NicolRs Lo pez at El Paso to re quest that miss ion­

a ri es ~o am ong the ir pe ople . The l eader of t h ese petit ioners 

was a Jum R. no I nd i a n , Jua n Sabeata , who had be come a Cbr i s -
15 

tian at Pa r ral , ¥.exico . Fray Lo pe z be c a me i nte re sted in 

these I n d i ans and r e s ort e d t o a cle ve r ruse to test their 

sin cerity. He told the1JJ tha t they c oulll not very .vell s ay 

mas s ~ ithout a church . The leader then took t he measure ­

ments of t h e church at El Paso ~n d sent them ba ck t o h is 

1 2 H~ro l d Schoen , op . cit ., p . 142 . 

13 Ca r l os E. Cas ~aiieda , .Q.E • c i t . , vol . III, p . 234 . 

14 H. E . Bolton , The Co l on i zation of North Amer ica , p . 24 5 . 

1 5 Car lo s E. Cast aneda , 2..E.• cit . , vol . I , p . 269 . 
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peopl e . Wi t hin t wenty days a group of a bout sixty Indians 

r eturne d to report that a church was bui l t . 16 

Fray Lopez , convinced of the sincerity of t he Indi ans , 

set out for t,he church a ccom pan ied by Fathers Antonio Aceve do 

and Juan de Zaval eta . After t hirteen days of tra vel, t hey 

found a commodiou s edif ice -.v h i ch was e q_ui pped wi th an a l t ar 

t he size of t he one in the El Paso church . 17 

This miss i on , named San Franc isc o de lo s Jul imcs , was 

fo r mal l y dedic a ted June 1 2 , 1684 , by Fray Nicolas Lopez and 
,,, 

Domi nque z ~endoza f or the Ju.limes and Conchas Indians at or 

near the site of the r,resent town of Presidi o . 18 

Apostol Santi ago 

The second mission built according to the s pecificati ons 

of the El Pas o church by the Indi ans of the La Junt a area 

was Apos tol Santiago. It was fo r mal ly dedic a ted June 12 , 
/ ,, / 

1684 , by Don Juan Dominquez 1'.endoz a and Fray Nicolas Lopez 
1 9 

for the Julirnes and Jumano Indi ans . It was at this mis-

sion on the d~te of est nbl shment that Mendoza to ok forma l 

pos s es~ i on of the La Junta country f or t he Span ish King . 

1 6 Anna E. Hughes , ~ - cit ., p . 331. 

17 Ib i d , p . 332 . 

18 Carl os E. Castaneda , op . cit ., vol. I, p . 272 . 

1 9 I b i d , vol . I , pp . 272- 273 . 
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20 
Apo sto l Santi a g o was lo cat ed four mi le s e a st of Presid i o . 

San Clemente 

The missi on Sa n Clemente was est abli shed Marc h 1 6 , 

16 94 , by Mendo z a and Fray Lo pez on the Conchos River a t 

its juncture with the Co l orado , a bout f i fteen miles south-
21 

e a st of the present town of Ba llinger . This was a tempo -

r a ry miss i on buil t while the Mendoza expedit ion was camped , 

fr om Mar c h 15 unti l May 1, 1684 . Du.rin ~ tha t t i me ma s s was 

cele brated e ve r y day i n a rou~h two- story chu r c h constructed 

ha stily to ac commodate the party . Many I nd i ans were ba p ­

tized here . When the expediti on moved on Mendoza and Fra y 

Lopez prom i sed tha t they ~oul d return a nd e s tabli sh perma ­

nent missions for the Ind i ans. I f they d i d so , ho Never , 

t he re is no a va i l a bl e record of it . 22 

San Cr is t oba l 

The miss i on San Cristoba l was established f our or five 

miles north of present - day Presi d io by Don Jua n Domi nquez 

:e ndoza and Fr ay Nicolas L6 pez i n 1 683-1684 , for work among 

t he Apa ches, Fa r a ones and other I nd i ans . 23 

20 Haro ld Sc hoen , o p . cit ., p. 1 28 . 

21 I bid , p . 145 . 

22 Carlos E. Ca st aneda , E..E · cit ., vol. I, pp . 324- 326. 

23 Harol d Schoen, .2..E · Cit ., p . 102 . 
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On a visit to the mi ssion in De cember, 1?47, Coptain 

Joseph Idoyaga found forty-nine f amilies. They raised corn, 

wheat , and pumpkins. Neve rtheless, at times, because of 

the scarcity of food, the Indians had to resort to the cha se. 24 

San Pedro Alc~ntara 

Like the mission San Cristobal, th a t of San Pedro 

Alcantara was founded for the purpose of civilizing and 

christianizing the Ap:1che s, Na t ages, Faraone s, a nd other 

rela tod Indian tribes. It was esta tlished in 1683-1684 by 
/ .,, / 

Don Juan Dominquez Mendoza and Fray Nicolas Lopez near the 
25 

site of pres ent doy Presidio . Little is known of its 

history a nd the date of its destruction is not known . 

San· Antonio de los PUli ques -
The mission San Antonio de los PUli ques was estab-

/ / / 

lished by Dominquez Mendoza and Fray Nicolas Lopez in 1683-

1684 for the Pulique s and Tooaloome India ns. On November 

29, 1747, Captain Joseph Idoya ga and his soldiers found 

living around the mission whi ch had been a bandoned, thirty-
,, 

six families of Cibolos and twenty families of Pescados 

Indians. Idoyaga urged the chief of the Pescados 

24 Carlos E. Castaneda, 2£.• fil•• vol. III, P• 225. 

25 Harold Schoen, -2.E.• ill_., p. 102. 
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to rebuild u mission, but he refused t o do so. 

In Deoemcer , 1747 , Governor Rabago y Teran crossed into 

Texa s neor present Presidio . About halt a league from the 

crossing hs saw the walls of a house in ruins . Upon inquiry , 

Teran was told that the ruin was an old mission , San .Antonio 

de los PUli ques, built for the Topalcome Notion. This mission 
26 

was in the vicinity of p esent-day Presidio. 

Senta Marie I~ Redonda 

.,,, 
When Mendoza and Fray Lopez were conquoring the La 

Junta country for the Spanish king in 1683-1684 , they es­

, a blishod missions for the Indion Nations upon request. 

The mission Santo Moria Le Redondo was established by Froy 

Lopez in 1684 for the purpose of civilizing and chJ:>iat1an-

1z1ng t he Natoges , Fnroonos , 1-llliques , ond other rela t ed 

tribes . This mission, according to the Historica l Commit­

t ee of the Texas Centennial Celebrnt1ons, was in the 

vi cinity of Prasidio . 27 

-The Mission of C1bolos 

--The mission and pueblo of Cibolos, so t ar as histor1-

ool details a r e concerned, are not muoh more than names . 

26 Carlos E. Castanedo, QI?.• .£1!•, vol. III, PP• _21'1- 225 . 

27 Harold Scho~n, 22• ill•> p 10~ . 



Accord in ?, t o Cas tane d , t~is ffiission , in t · e vicinity of 
,I' 

pre sen t Shaft e r on Cibolo Creek , Nas once under the care 

of Fat her Gre ~,-..rio Osor io. On De cember 5 , 1 ?47 , the pla ce 

was visi t ed by Captain Joseph Idoya F,a and is soldiers . As 

they viewed +.he ruins of the mission and pue blo, some of 

the Indians ·,'l ho accoI£ pan i ed the expedi t ion explained tha t 

the I!liss ion was deserted because of Apache hostilities . 

According to t h is s rur.e author , the mission of Cibolos mi ght 

be the s ame as mission Santa Mar ia La Redonda , ~stablished 

by Nendoza and Fray Nico l as Lopez in 1683-1684 . 28 

San Francisco de los Tejas ,-- ---
The mission San Francisco de los Tejas , the first t o 

be e s t ablishe(l in e A.stern Texas, was f ounded in 16 90 by 

Alonso de Leon und Fa ther Drunain Massanet for the Tejas 

Ind i ans i n fulfillment of a promise Father Mas sanet had 

made on a previous visit . On N.ay 22 , 1690, the De Leon ex-
,I' 

pedition re ached the first r anc heria of the Tej as near the 

Neche s River . They ~ere cordia lly welcomed by the Indians 

who proved their sincerity by he l ping the Spaniards bui ld 

the mi s sion . The edifice was completed and offici a lly 

blessed , June l, 16 90 . At this t ime a governor was selected 

fr om runon~ the Indians , and Father Fray Mi ~uel de Fontcuberta , 

Fray Antonio Borday , and Fray Francisco de Jesus Maria 

28 Ca r l os E . Ca stan eda , ~ - ci t ., vol . III, p . 226 . 
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Casnfias we r e l eft in chnr 0 e of the es t a bli s hme ri t Nit h thre e 

s oldiers t o e uard them . 

The mission was a fail u re beca u s e the churchmen could 

not ge t the prope r s u pplies from Kex ico; the I ndians would 

not live in the pueblo , and for t wo successive years the 

crops were ruined by flood and drought . The chief , who hRd 

been elected f;O Vernor Rnd who was to b e an exA.mple to the 

othe r Indi a ns , soon became surly and untract able. The mis ­

sionaries b ecame discoura~ed nnd some of them deserted . 

In a report to t he v i ceroy , F n. ther Massanet enW!ler a ted 

ten re asons why the missions should be a b a n do ned or a new 

policy adopted . On Au -.ust 30 , 1693 , t he Junta General or ­

dered the missiona r i e s to re t ire from ERst Texas . It was 

not this order but the verific a tion of a plo t to massa cre 

the Sr,~niards that forced the missionaries to le a v e . On the 

nig ht of October 25 , 1 693 , a fter havin J buried the most 

pr ized pos sessions n.nd h a ving burned the mission buil d ing s , 

the churchmen and s oldiers slipried r.way from mission San 

Frnncisco de los Tej a s . 

As a re sult of the fe a rs of French invas ion, the mis ­

sion San Francisco de lo s Tejas wn.s re'estA.bli shed four 

lea~es fRrther inland tha n the or i ~inal site . This newly 

e s tA.blished miss ion was christened Nuestr a Padre San 

Fra ncisco de los Tejas by Captain Domingo Ramon a nd Fa ther 

Ysidoro Felix de Es pinosa en Jul y 5 , 1716 . 29 

29 c. E. Castane d a , ££· ci t ., vol. I, pp . 57 -58. 
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Fa the r Fray Franci sc o was appo i nte d mini s ter of the 

missi on and Father Fray Manue l Castell anos was l eft to lo ok 

after the welfa re of the so ldier s . The I ndians evidently 

did no t re spond to the l a bor of the fri ~r s , be o ause in 

Oc tober 1718 , Governor art in de Al arcon visite d thi s mis ­

sion and urge d t he I ndians to form a pueblo. Thi s they 

refused to do . Al so invest i gation of the records disclosed 
30 

tha t only t wenty b a ptisms had be en performed . In 171 9 , 

t he mi ss ion Nues tra Padre Sa n Fra ncisco de las Tej as was 

a b andoned , upon recei pt of news of an attack by the French 

u pon the pres idia a nd mission of Los Adae s. 

Dur i ng t he next tw o years there we re no missi onary 

a c t i v i t i es in Ea s t Texas . On Au gu st 5 , 17 21, the a bandoned 

mission was reestabl i shed and r e chris tenec'l San Francisco de 

lo s Ne ches by the Marques of Aguayo and Father Ysidoro 

Felix d e Es pinosa . Ve ry li tt l e i s k nown of t he hi story of 

this mission othe r than an ac coun t g iven by General Pedro 

de Ri vera , a visit a do r of the pr ovince in 1730 . According 

to h is report there was not an Indi a n a t San Franc i sc o de 

los Neches an d there appe are d little ho pe of any r eturning . 31 

This mission was left unprot e cted in 17 2 9, when t he 

pres idia Nues tra Senora de los Dolore s de los Tej a s was 

suppressed . The mission Fat hers pet i ti oned the vice roy for 

30 c. E. Ca stane da , £.£· ci t ., vol. I, pp . 1 02 -103 . 

3 1 Edward W. Heusin~er , -2.E · ci t ., p . 112 . 
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perm i ssion to mo ve t o a place whe r e t heir l a b ors would be 

more effe c t ive and where they woul d be unde r the pro tection 

of a pr es idia. The pet i t i on received v i ce r e gal s ancti on in 

Oc to ber , 1729 . 

On or before July 27, 1730, the mission San Franc i sc o 

de los Neches was rAestabl i she d on t he ba nks of the Colora do' 

River at or near pre sent - day Au st in for t he I nd i ans remove d 

fr om East Texa s. It was be li e ved by Fa ther Fray Ni gue l 

Sevillano t hat the river would f urnish water for the i rr i ­

gation of the mission f ields . For some unknown r e ason , on 

July 27 , 1 730 , Fa ther Sev i lla no petitioned the viceroy for 

perm ission to move the mission t o the San An t onio Rive r . 

Th is perm is s ion was ~rRnte d on Se ptemb e r 22 , 1730 , Rnd the 

mission was established at i ts new site March 5 , 1 731, 32 

and c hr istene d Sa n Fr ancisco de l a Espa da . 

Sant isimo Nombre de Mar i i 

The missiona ries of San Francis co de los Tej a s desired 

t o i n cre a se the s co pe of the ir efforts i n chris t i an izing a nd 

civilizin~ the Tej as I n di ans . As a result of these inter­

e sts the s ec ond mission of the e astern i nterior of Texa s 

was brought into b e ing . Thi s missi on , Sa.nt1simo Nombr e de 

.ar i a was est a bli shed in June , 1 690 , by Fa ther Je s u s Mar i a 

Casan a s. It wa s loc a ted on t he Neches Rive r a bout five 

32 Carlos E. Castaneda ,££· cit ., vol . I I , p p . 23 9- 240 . 
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mi l es from Sa n Fra n ci sc o de l os Tej a s . 

Bec a use they were so fe w in number and a s a result of 

lingu i st i c diffi culties the missionar i es h a d little e f fect 

on the Indians . The work was not tot a lly v oid , however , 

ns many Indi a ns , i ncludin~ Xinesi , the head of the Has i n a l 
33 

Confede r a cy , we re conve rted t o christian i ty . 

On December 30 , 1 6 91, Teran's expe dition of inspection 

arrived a t Sant1simo Nombre de Maria ~he re i t rema i ned fo r 

four days . So on a fter Ter , n ' s de parture , the mission Ras 

destroyed by a fl ood, a nd the priests ret i red to San 
34 

Franc i s co de la s Tejas . 

San Francisco Sola n o 

The mission San Francisco Solano was establi shed on the 

southern b ank of the Ri o Gr ande , De cembe r 16 , 1699 , by 

Fa t her Antonio y Olivares for the benef it of the Xarames , 

the Si a banes , the Pay oyua nes , the Pasanac , and Siguan tribe s 

of I ndi a ns . Due to an i nsuffic i ency of water, 35 i t was 

mo ve d to La Cienega , Mex i co , i n 1 703 . Within five years 

the mission a~ain was r em oved to San Ildefonso, Me x i co , 

whe r e i t rem a i ned i n ex i stence un t il 1710 . Then it was 

3 3 Robe r t Ca rl ton Clar k , "The :Be ,dnnin .~s of Texa s", The 
Quar+,erly of the Te x a s State Historic a l AssociatTon , 
VO 1 • V, p . l 93 • 

34 Ca rlos E. Ca staneda , £E • cit., vol . I, pp . 370- 372 . 

35 Frederick c. Cha bo t , I nd i an s and Mi ssions , p . 14 . 
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moved bn.ck to the Rio r,ra.nde , whe r e it; was called Senor San 
36 

Jose . 

Accordin~ to some historiRns , rnission s ~n Franci s co 

Sol nno ret a ined i ts ori ~inRl nArne throu~h al l its re~stqb­

l i shrnent s . In 1716 , ?Rther Olivares nskea permiss ion of 

the vice:roy to move his mission to the San Anton i o River 

where it Nould be reest ablished. unde:r the n ame of San 

An tonio de Padua . This petition re ceived vi ceregal sru1c ­

tion , n.nd by December? , 1716, the mission San Antonio de 

Fadua was off icially r ecognized. I n 1718, rnissions San 

Francisco So l ano and San Antonio de Padua meree d to form 

San Antoni o de Va lero . 37 

Nuestra Senora de l a Purisima Concepc ion 

The missi on Nuestra Senora de la Pur1 sima Conce pci on 

was founded Jul y 7 , 1716 , by Capt a in Domin~o Ram6n and 

Fa ther Ysidor a Fe lix de Espinosa i n the chief vill age of 

the Hainai Indians in Eas tern Texas , six mi l es south of 
38 

Dougls.s i n Na cogdoc hes County. The site ~Yas se l ected f or 

36 Edward w. Heusin er ,~• cit ., , . 1 ,94 , f . n. 

37 Frederick c. Chabot , 2..2 · c it ., pp . 4- 5 . 

39 Harold Schoen, ( col!lpile r) 1/onurnents Co10rnemor.a ting the 
Centenary of Texas Independence, p . 134. The 
loca tion of th i s mission as gi ven by Bolton and 
Schoen i s d i sputed by some histori ans _. ::P. e R. B. 
Blake, Southweste rn Hi stor ic A. l uar terly, vol. XXY~I , 
pp . 21 2 - 224 . 
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the establ i shment bec ause of the many pro s:perous r a nc h er i a s 

in that vicin ity . It has bee n c a ll e d by di ff erent n am es 

i ncluding these : Nues tra Senor a de l a Concepcion , La 
/ ~ 

Purisima de los Has i nai , a nd Nuest r a Senora de l a Purisima 

Concepci6n de l os Aina is . 

In October , 1718 , Go ve rnor Mar tin de Al arcon vis it ed 

mission Conc e pci6n, a nd was much pleased with t he reception 

e iven him by the Ind i R.n s who s howered him with g i fts . Dur ­

i ng his vi sit of thirteen days a most pecul iar ceremony 

occurre d : the Ha i na i I ndians adopted Governo _ Alarcon as a. 

merr: ber of their t ribe . Durin~ his visit three c h ildre n 

wer e baptized , wh ich made a tot a l of s i xty- tvo b apti sms 

that had been pe r fo rmed at this mis sion since i ts est a b -
39 

li shn:ent two years before . On June 19 , 171 9 , the French 

attacked the miss ion ut Los Adaes further to the east of 

Concepcion. As the missionar ie s and sol diers from Los 

Adaes f le d westNard each missi on in Ea.st Texas , includ ing 

Nuest r a Senora de l a Purisima Conce p c i on , Nas a b a ndoned . 

This miss i on suffered least from t he forc e d a bandon ­

ment of 171 9 , an d on Au gus t R, 1 721 , it was ree stA.bli shed 

cy ~he :rar que de San ),'. i.o;uel de ,wayo and Fa t her Anton io 

1.' ar.<-c il de Jesus . Yet i t ' IYas ne ver prosperou s , n or wo uld the 

Indianc respond to the l a bors of the pri e sts . I n 1 729 , when 

the pres idia Nuest r n Sefior a de l os Dolores de los Tej as was 

39 Car lo s E . Casta.ne cla , ~ - c.:it . , vol. II , pp . 59 , 
103- 104 . 
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suvpr e ssed , the mission ~as left un~ro tected. 

In 1730, the mission Nuestra Sen orR de lR Concepcion, 

like the minsion s~m :Prancisco de lo s r.ecbe~ , was moved 

with its ERst Te xRs Indians to the banks of thA Colorado 

Ri ver. It, too, wns removed ~~ain to the San Antonio Ri ver 

alon6 wi th SRn FrRncisco de los Ne ches , e nd rn~stabli shed 

a s rnission ~uestra seii.nrn. de 1ft Furisirna Concepcion de 

Acllila by '.'lhich l atte r nnl!le it i s now known . 

Nuestra Senora d!.._ Gua da lupe 

At thP. site of present - day Nacogdo ches , there.vases­

t nblished on July 9, 1716, for the Nacogdoches and Nacoa 

Indians , the mission Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe . During 

the cere~ony of establishment, conducted by Capt ain DoU?in,go 

Ra~hn Rn d pqthe r Antonio ~ar~i l de JesuA, the mission was 

desi Jnated as the he Rdquarters of the friars from the 

Col l eee of Zacatecas. Father. Mar ~i l assumed possession of 

the l R.11ds , A.nd was appo inted mission ir.inister . A governor 

~Rs Rppointed f or the Indi ans and other officials of the 

pue blo were e lected. 

The be ~innin~ of thi s mission appeared suncessful. 

The Indio.n men were ~iven all the materials necessary for 

the establi shment of a permanent settlement while t he women 

in the :pueblo gave it !l.n air of lJern.anency. On November 4 , 
/ ; 

1718 , MRrtin de Alarc on and Father Espinosa arrived a t 

Nuestra Senora de Gu R-dalupe with suppli es And reenforce-
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ments . " Alarcon learned throu~h a study of the recorcis , 

that t ~enty- s even ba ptisms ha d been performed since its 

est ablishment. 40 In 1719, this mi s s ion was a bandoned a long 

wi t h the othe r East Texa s missions be cause of French in­

curs ions i n t o Texas . 

Nuestra Sen ora de Gu ada lupe was completely destroyed 

during the a bandonment , but i t was officia lly r ee s t ablished 

on August 1'7, 1721, by Mar q_ues ABuayo and F'a ther Margil de 

Jesus . At t his time there were three hundred a nd ninety 

Indi ans present . A governor was cho sen for the Indi ans who 

wer e urged to l i ve in a pueblo. 41 

The mis si on neve r seemed to ha ve prospered spiritually. 

In 1749 , Fa ther Ci priin, ~1ardian of t he Colle ~e of 

Za catecas , visited i t and i n hi s r e port st a ted t h~t there 

were few if any tan . ible result s . In t Nenty- ei P,ht ye ars 

onl y a few s ma ll c hildr en ha d be en ba ptized . There were 

five or six hundred I ndi an s , Nho thou ~h refusin~ to live 

in the pueblo fr e quently s uf f ere d f rom e pidemic s of s mal l­

pox and mea sles. To ministe r t o t he s ick the one mi s sion-
42 

a r y had to tra ve l ove r an a re a oft enty- t Mo miles . 

A picture of t his mi ssion i s re ve aled t hrough the 

words of Fa the r Gas par Jo s e de Soli s of t he Colle ge of 

40 Car lo s E. Ca st aneda , op . ci t ., vol . II , pp . 59 ,105 . 

41 Ibid, vol. II, pp . 156-157 . 

42 Ibi d , vol. III, pp . 125-126 . 
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Zacat ec a s , when h e ma de h i s v isi t a tion i n 17 68 . The build­

i ngs , he s a i d , showed s i gns of decay . While no Ind i nns 

re s ided in the miss i on or pueblo, they usua lly c ame in on 

Sundays a n d feas t days. The f ields we r e poorly cult iva ted 

and the r e were only ei P,h t y sheep, t h i rty oxen, f i fty c ow s 

and a few ot he r an i ma l s . The re had been twelve bapti s ms , 
43 

eight buri a l s , and f ive marri A.~es since 1 721. 

When t h e ~ar ques of Rubi ma de h i s tou r of i ns pection, 

he r e commende d i n 1772 , tha t th i s mi ss ion b e a ba ndoned . 

Consequent ly, Governor Ri ppe rda wa s orde r ed t o suppress it. 

Followi ng i ts a b andonment i n the SUmmer of 1773 the 

Span i a r ds livin ~ the r e i n were trans fe rred t o Sa n Antonio . 44 

Sa n Jo s 6 de los Nazonis 

On July 10, 1716 , Ca pt a in Doming o Ramon and Fa t her 

Ys i dor o Felix de Espinosa est abli shed t wo a n d f ive-tenths 

miles from the pr e sent t own of Cushin~ , Texas , t he mission 

San Jo se de los Nazon i s f or the benef it of the Nazoni a.nd 

Na daco I ndilm s . Fa ther Espinosa chose the s i te , a nd the 

I ndi ans began at once the construction of lo g houses for 

the church and a. home f or the pr i ests . A g overnor f or t he 

43 Reverend Pete r P . Forrestal , "The Soli s Di nr y of 17 67" , 
The Prelimina ry Studies of the Texa s Ca tholic 
Hi stor ic a l Associ a tion , vol . I, numb e r VI, pp . 35 - 3 6. 

44 Carlos E. Castane da , .2.E· cit., vol. III, pp . 251, 
2 95, 299 . 



pueblo was appointed : the eloaldes and regidores we re 

chosen; ond many gifts ~e r e distributed among the Indians 
45 

on tho date of the official establishment . This mission 

struggled along until 1719 , when due to fears aroused by 

the French incursion into Texa s it wee a t cn~vu~d end the 

chui·oh Fa thers fled to San Antonio. 

42 

The buildings of this mission were complet ely destroyed 

during t he years of the obondonment . on August 13 , 1721 , 

however, it wos reestablished by Marques Aguayo and Father 

Espinosa . During the cer emony the londs were given to the 

Indians . A governor was elooted for the Indian pueblo . 

Three hundred Indi ans were given Spanish clothing , and then 

urged to live 1n a pue blo . 
,. 

The Marques departed on August 

14 , 1721 , leaving Father Benito Sanchez of the College of 

~ueret ora in charge of t he mi ssion.46 In 1730, a visitador , 

General Pedro de Rivera, was sent to the province or Texas 

ond accor ding to his report t here were no Indians a t this 
4'? mission. 

In 1729, t he Presidio Nuestra Senora de los Dolores de 

los Tejas was suppressed a nd San Jose de los Nazonis as 

l eft wi thout mi l i t ary protection . 1r ho mission Fathers 

45 Carlo s E. Casteneda , 2.E.• ill_. , vol. II , P• 60 • 
.,. 

46 Juan de Morf1 , History .E.! Texas , vol . I , p . 113 . 

47 Edward w. Hous1nger , ~ • ill•• P• 112. 
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petitioned the viceroy for permission to move the establish­

ment and the Indians to a more desirable location. This 

request was granted, and by July 27 , 1?30, the mission San 

Jose d0 los Nazones was reestablished on the Colorado R1ver48 

at or near present-day Austin.49 For s ome unknown rea~on, 

unless it was the lack of sufficient water for irriga tion, 

the priests again asked for a transfer of the mission , this 

time to the San Antonio P.iver. The proposed transfer re­

ce ived viceregal sanction, and on March 5, 1?31, the mission 

was reestablished as San Juan Capistrano near the present 

city of San bntonio. 

San Miguel de Lina res~ los Adaes 

The mission Sen Miguel de Linares de los Adaes was 

established on or near the present site of Robeline, 

Louisiana , in the vicinity of Nat chitoches in the Fall of 

1716 for the Indiana of the Adaes Nation by Captain Ramon 

and Father Margil de Jesus. It was built to prevent the 

spread of French influence. In the Indian pueblo Ramon 

appointed a governor and a captain-general was selected . 

With this organization and by me ans of the soldiers who had 

been left for protection of the mission, the mi ssionaries 

48 Carlos E. Castaneda,,££• oit., vol. II, PP• 239-240. 

49 Harold Schoen, 2J2.• fil., p. 121. 



were expected to control the frontier for Spain. 

44 

50 

Little is known conc erning the early history of this 

establishmant , but it evidently was not successful. When 

Governor Alarcon visited the mission on November 6, 1718, 

he found through the records that only t wenty-seven bap­

tisms had been performed. 

On June 19, 1719, the French raided t:te mission of 

San Mi guel de Linares. The two inha bitants of the mission 

at tha t time wer ~ captured, t he prized possessions of the 

mission sacked, and t he livestock stampeded. Ca~tain 

Ramon, the women~ qnd a few soldi ers a t the presidio , fled. 

But Fa thers Espinosa and Margil remined three months longer , 

until it became apparent that they were to receive no a id. 

Then they, too, ha stened to the mission San Antonio de 
51 

Valero. 

During the forced abondonment the mission wa s comple tely 

destroyed. 
/ 

On September 29, 1721, however, the Ma r ques 

Aguayo a nd Father Margil reestablished it near its fo rme r 

site. Although the Indians would not congregate at once 
52 they promised to do so in the early Spring . 

The mission was never successful spiritually . In 

50 C. E. Cast aneda , fil:!.• cit., vol. II, pp. 66- 67. 

51 Edward w. Heusinger , 212..• cit., pp . 85-86. 

52 Carlos E. Cast aneda , 212..• cit., vol. II, PP• 142, 1450 
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1730 , Gener a l Pedro de Rivera wa s s ent to ins pec t too prov­

ince of Texa s. According to his r eport, there wa s not a 

single Indian at the mission. In 1749 when Father Chiprian 

ma de his r eport to the Genera l of the Franciscans, there 

were a few old Indians at the esta blishment, but most of 
., 

the Adaes were on rancheria so About four hundred Adaes came 
53 to t he mission, but t hey would not congrega t e into a pueblo. 

According to the report of Father Gaspar Jose Solis, 

who made a visitation to this mission in 1767, th e e stab­

lishment was in a sta t e of decay. The India ns were daily 

growing more insolent, and they ha d s t olen al l the live­

stock ex cept a few emacia ted cows and horses. The Indians 
54 came only when they were sick or hungry. 

San Miguel de Linares de los Adae s, the for emost mi s­

sion on the Texas fronti er , was a bandoned in 1773, follow-
/ 

ing the recommendations of the Mar ques of Rubi. At the 

same time t he pr e sidia of Los Adae s was su ppressed and the 

famili es were sent to Sa n Antonio, whe re t hey would be 
,, 

under the protection of Presidio San Antonio de Bejar . 

Nuestra Senora de los Dolores de los Ais ---- ---- - - ---- - - -
The mission Nue stra Senora de los Dolore s de los Ais 

53 Carlos K. Cas taneda , 2.£• &_!.,vol.III, P• 127. 

54 Reverend Peter Forrestal, .££• fil., P• 32. 
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' wa s establishe d in the Fall of 1716 by Captain Domingo 

Ram6n a nd Father Antonio Margil de Jesus for the Ais 
55 

Indians about fiv e-tenths of a mile from present-day 

San Augustine . 56 When Ramon and Father Margil reached the 

l and of the Ais India ns most of the tribe we r e out hunting 

or gathering their sca ttered crops. Thos e pr e s ent re-

quested a mission and treate d t he Spani ards friendly, but 

they r e fuse d to be congr ega ted into a pueblo, even t hough 

on t he day of t he formal e stablishment the gove rnor wo s 

~ppointed. 57 

The work did not proceed well. The Ais we r e a de spi­

cable people, lazy, and giv en to drunke nne ss. They would 

not work, but ate everything the miss ionaries ra i sed or 

could se cure . 58 This mi ssion had little or no succe ss from 

its beg inning, and in 1719, whe n the French attacked the 

mission San Miguel de Linares de los Adaes, it wa s aban­

doned. 

During the forced a bandonment between the years 1719-

1721, the mission was destroyed. On August 21, 1721, how­

ever, it was r ees tablished by the Marques of Aguayo and 

55 Carlos • Castaneda , ~• ill.·' vol. II, P • 67. 

56 Harold Schoen, .2E• cit., p. 132. 

57 Carlos E. Casta neda , ~• cit., vol . II, P• 68. 
, 

58 Juan de Morfi, ~• ill•, vol. I, p. 81. 
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Father Ma rgil not f a r from its origi nal locationo During 

the ceremony of r eestablishment the land and articles of 

clothing were given to the Ais Indi ans ; a governor was 

appointed for the pueblo, a nd tbs mi ssion placed in the 
., 59 

care of ~""'ather Jose Albadadejo. 

In 1730 Nuestra Senora de los Dolores de los Ais wa s 

inspe cted by General Pedro de Rivera, visitador for the 

province of Texas . According to his r eport, ther e was a 
, 60 

small rancheria of the Ais but not a single convert. In 

1749, Father Chiprian submitt ed to the Franciscan headquar­

t ers a r eport stating that the three hundred Indians we r e 
61 sca ttered, and indifferent to the Church's teaching. 

In May of 1754 , an effort was made to suppr e ss the 

mission Dolore s, but the plan never rece ived viceregal 

sanction. 
., , 

In 1768 Father Gaspar Jose Solis r eported the 

condition at Nuestra Senora de los Ais as mis e r able. The 

India ns we re indiffe rent; yet they appea r ed a t the mission 

on f ea st days and Sundays . He s a id that, st ealing con­

stantly, they ha d a lmost deple ted the supp ly of ca ttle and 

horses. The stolen goods the y traded to the French for 

/ 

59 Juan de Morf1, ~· ill·' vol. I, P• 214. 

60 .C:dward w. Heusinger , 21?.• ill·' P• 111. 

61 Carlos E. Castaneda , ~- ill•' vol. III, 
pp . 126-1270 

' ' 
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paint, bullets, and vdne. 62 

Aft e r picturing the mission a s a place wmre two holy 

men hoped a nd prayed for the conversion of Indi ans who never 

appeared for that purpose, the Marques of Rubi in 1772 re­

commended that the mission de las Dolore s de los Ais be 

abandoned. 63 In the Summer of 1773, the mission was aban­

doned and t he inhabitants of the mission we r e moved to Sa n 

Antonio. 

Stones t ake n from the ruins of t h is mission supplied 

much of the building ma terials for present-day houses of 
64 San Augustine. 

San Antonio de Padua 

In 1716 Father Antonio de San Buenaventura y Olivare s, 

who founded the mission San Francisco Solano, petitioned 

the vice roy for permission to establish a mission nea r the 

San Antonio River. To this esta blishment he wanted to 

bring his Ne ophyte s, the Xa rames, th at they mi ght a id him 

in instructing the Indians of the pro posed new mission, 

in agri culture . The Fiscal approved the foundi ng of the 

62 Reverend Pe t er P. Forrestal, "The Solis Diary of 
1767", Pre liminary Studies of the Texa s Catholic 
Historical Association, vo1:-r-;-iiumb er VI, 
PP• 33-34. 

63 Carlos E. Ca staneda, 2£.• ill•, vol. IV, PP• 292, 295 . 

64 Charles Ma tton Brooks, Texas Missions; Their 
Romance~ Architecture, p. 136, n. 3. 
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mission and i t was begun on December 7 , 1716 . This ffi is­

s ion , acc ording to plans , was to have been chr i s t ened San 

Ant on io de Padua , but when e stablished in 171 8 i t be came 
65 

the mission San Antonio de Vale r o . 

San Antonio de Valero 

The mission San Antonio de Va l ero , or t he reest~b­

l ished San Antonio de Padua , was fo unded May 1, 1 718 , by 

the Mar Ques of Aguayo and Fathe r Ant on io de San Buenaventura 

y Olivares for t he Jarame , Payaya , a nd Pamaya Indians , a long 

wi th the others transferred from mission San Franc isco 
66 

Solano. 

The mission and its I ndian pu6blo wer e ori g i nally lo­

cate d on the west side of the San Antonio River . In 1718 

it was removed t o the east side of the r ive r , and in 1724 

it was remove d t o i t s present locRt ion in present- day San 
67 

Anton io . 

The missi on San Antonio de Va l e ro w~s successful and 

pros perous from the begi nn i n~ . By the Spring of 1719 the 

miss ion i:uid pueblo seemed to ha v e everything needed for a 

steady Browth . The l ands were we ll irri~ated and good for 

65 Frederick c. Chabot , The Alamo , Altar of Texa s 
Liberty , pp . 4 - 5 . 

66 Ibid, pp . 5 , 6. 

67 Ibi d , p . 6. 



f arming . Also there wos suffi cient l and for grozing the 
68 

livestock. The mission San Franoisoo Xavier wa s merged 

in 1726 with San Antonio de Velero.69 The mission popule-
70 

tion never exceeded three hundred. Ye t during the years 

1718 to 1761, 1,972 persons were baptized and 454 were 
71 married; then in 1778 the mission was almost desert ed. 

Yet it remained in active s ervice until 1?85 . La t er it 

became a ·spanish pue blo known a s Senor San Josey Santi ogo 

del Alamo . 72 In 1793 the mission records were transferred 

to the archive s of the ville of San FerMndo . In May, 

1793, the l onds were divided among the i nhecitonts trans­

ferred from the abandoned Los Adaes of Ees t Texas and 

among the Indians of the m1ss1on. 73 The abandoned mission 

San Antonio de Valero wa s the sito of the f amous bettl e of 

the Alamo of t he Texa s Revolu tion for Independence. 

This mission hos been r estored through the efforts of 

the Government of the United St a t es, t he Sta t e of Texas , 

and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas . The first 

68 Carlos E. Ca staneda , .2.E.• ill•• vol. II , PP• 96 , 112 . 

69 Charles Ma tton Brooks,~• ill•• P• 137• n. 13 . 

70 ~dward w. Heusinger , .2R,• ill•, P• 80 • 
., 

71 Juan de Morfi t 2l2.• ill•• vol. I , P• 94 . 

72 &lward w. Heusinger , .Q.P.• ill•, P• 184 . 

73 Frederick c. Chabot , Indians~ Missions, p. Z5 . 
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r epa i r s we r e u;ade by the Un i t e d St a t e s Go vernment i n orde r 

74 
tha t the buil li i n ~ rn i eht b e u sed Rs a government warehous e . 

On May 1 6 , 1 RA3 , the Al a mo Churc h was b ou t;ht by the State 

of Texa s ; the n on Fe brua r y 1 0 , 1904 , t he ol d monast e r y Na s 

purchase d by the State . The CFtr e a ncl custo dy of th i s pro­

per ty has b e en g ive n t o t he Da u ghte r s of t h e Re publ ic of 

Texas , 11 t o be ma i nt a ine d by t h em i n .goo d order an d re pa i r , 
75 

without c ha r ge t o t h e St ate , a s a. s a cred memori a l . " 

One of t he mos t i mpor t ant pr o jec t s of the Comm i s sion 

of Control for the Centennia l of Te x a s I nde pendenc e wa s to 

purcha se the l a n d on wh i ch the Al a mo i s l oc a ted. and to make 
7 6 

the nece s s a ry i mpr ovements a nd re pa ir s t o the build i ng . 

San J osey San Mi gue l de A~ayo --------
The mi ss i on SA.n J o s e y San 11 i gue l d e Agu a y o. was e s ­

t a bli s hed Februa r y 23 , 1 720 , by Fa t h er Anthony Margil de 

J esu s for t he b e nefi t o f t he Pam p o s o s , Suli e j1-1.II1 es , and 
77 

Pas t i a s I nd i an s . The pr e s e nt c hurc h , h owe ve r , was no t 
78 

c omple t ed un t i l 1 77 8 . Very l i tt le i s kno ~n of t h e e ar l y 

74 Ha r old Schoe n , ~ - c i t ., p . 41 . 

7 5 EdwA.rd \ ' . Heusing e r , ~ - c i t ., p . 83 . 

76 Harol d Scho e n , o p . c i t ., p . 41. 

7 7 Wi l ma 1·a <il e m, San J o se , I t s Lege nd , Lore, and 
Bi sto!:_l, p . 2 . 

7 8 Fa the r J ohn Ilg , San Jo se , Qu een of the Mi ss ion s, 
p . 7 . 
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a ctivities of the mission, because t he firs t records kept by 
79 t he Franciscan Fa thers have never been found. Appa r ently, 

however, the ea rly endeavor s of the missionar i e s must ha ve 

been fruitful; for a cco r ding to t he r eport of Gov ernor 

Ja cinto de Barrios, May 28, 1758, there had been 964 baptisms, 

and 466 christian buri als. The mission owned 1,500 head of 

ca ttle, 3 ,376 head of sheep, thirty mares, and s ufficient 

i mplements for the cultivation of t he fie lds.80 

, / 

On March 21, 1768, Father Jose de Solis i ns pected t he 

church and he reported th a t the mission wa s in suoh a 

flourishing condition that he could not find words wi th 
81 -which to express i t s beauty. In 1778, Father Juan de Morfi 

visited t he mission and was just as enthusi astic about t he 

conditions wh ich he found. 82 This mission, secularized in 

1794, wa s considered the most magnificent building north of 

the Rio Grande. 

In 1844 t he title to San Jose was g iven by the St a te 

of Texa s to the Roman Catholic Church. An at temp t to re­

model t he mission was begun in 1860 by Benedictine s from 

79 Wilma Madlem, £:Q.• cit., p. 3. 

80 Fa ther John Ilg , £:Q.• £!.l., p. 63. 

81 Rever end Peter p . Forresta l, (t r ansla tor) "The Solis 
Diary of 1767", Pre liminaH Studie s of the Texas 
Catholic Historica l Sociey, vol. I, n.7;!, P• 19. 

82 Father John Ilg, £:Q.• ill•, p. 66. 



53 

Pennsylvania, but the outbrea k of the Civil War caused this 

effort to be discontinuedo 83 

On December 20, 1935, a project wa s begun, through the 

Work Projects Administrat ion, for the r e storat ion o_f this 

mission. This activity included the r e building of gateways 

and old de f e nse s, r e construction of the Indi an quarters 

and the beautification of the g rounda. "Now with many of 

its inte r e sting f eatures s aved from oblivion", a s state d by 

H. P . Drought , State Administra tor, Work Projects Admini s­

tration, "Mission San Jose ha s been placed in the condition 

it was in when it enjoyed the title ' Queen of the Missions•n. 84 

Mission~ Cabreras 

The r anch of mission San Jose de Aguayo wa s loca t ed, 

four miles sou th of pr esent-day Floresville , t e n or t we lve 

l e ague s from the mission proper at Sen Antonio. This 

ranch was too f a r from the mission for its inhabita nts to 

attend the r egular s e rvic es, so a chape l was built whe r e 

the r anohme n a nd t heir f amilies might rece ive r eligious 

tra ining. This chapel was ca lle d mission Las cabre r a s. 

To it oame regularly t h e pri es ts from Sa n Antonio who 

83 Wilma Madl em,~• cit., p . 6. 

84 Letter, H. P . Drought to Mrs. J ohn v. Love, Da ted 
May 24, 1940. 
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mi ni s tere d to the Canary I s l ander s and t he nat ives who 

lived on or around the r anch . I n 1778 , FLc cordi ng to Fa ther 

Vorfi , this Ran cho was a poverty- stricken settlement wi th 

only twenty-six inhabitants . 85 

San Francisco Xavier~ Najera 

,, 
I ri 17 21, when Jv'arques Aeuayo was in San Antonio t he r e 

came t o him a chief of the Rancheri a Grande I ndiA.ns , Juan 
,,, 

Rodri quez by name , who asked that a miss i on be estnbli s hed 

for hi s tr i be . The re quest was r ece i ve d favor ably a nd the 

Mar ques pro ceeded from San Antoni o as f ar as the Trini ty 

River , orderinP, the Indians of the Rancheria Gr ande to re ­

t i r e a cro ss the Brazos ann assemble a t the site of the 

mission . When Aguayo returned to San Antonio the next 

year, true to h i s promise, he est ablished the mission San 
86 

Francisco Xavier de Na jera . It was once cl asse d as a 

n1ost mission " by Brooks who believe s tha t this est ablish-

~ / / ment and Nuestra Senor a de l a Puri s i ma Concepcion de Acun~, 

to be described l a ter , were buil t on the same site because 
87 the l ands of the former were l a ter ~r anted to the l a tter. 

Thi s miss ion continued a s a separate establi shment 

wi th little succ ess for only four years. Probably no struc-

85 Edward W. Heusin~e r , op . cit_., pp . 91 - 92 . 

86 B. E. Bolton, Texas i n the Niddl e Eighteenth Century , 
p . 144 . 

87 Charles M. Brooks,££· ci t ., p. 78. 



tur e exc e pt of the mo s t pr imitive type was e ver built. It 

88 
rr. erg e d in 1726 with mis s ion Sa n Antonio de Va lero. 

/ ✓- . 
Espiri t u Santo de Zuni ~a 

/ / -
The miss ion Espiritu Sant o de Zuniga wa s est a blished 

for work amon~ the coastal I nd i ans April 6 , 1 722 , on the 

s ite of Fort Sa i nt Louis by t he Mar ques of Amiayo and 
/ / 

F a ther Agust in Patron . I t enjoyed but a peri o d of brief 

pro spe ri ty . I n 1722 a f i g ht occurred between the I ndi a ns 

and the Span ish s oldiers . As a result Father Patron con­

tinued t o have trouble between ·the I nd i ans and soldiers 

until 1 726 . In that year he moved the mission to Mission 

Valley ne a r modern Victori a , some ten league s inland on the 

Gua dalupe River, where Fa ther Patron ministered to the 

Tam i que a n d Xaraname I nd ians. 

On an inspection tour of 1726, Pedro de Rivera recom­

mende d that a d am b e built in the river for the i rriga ti on 

of the mis s i on l ands. This effort was a failure . I n 1736 

dry f a r mir.~ was attempted and proved successful . According 

to Father Chiprian , i n 1 747 the r e were at this mission one 

hundred and twenty- five fam ilies with more than four hundred 
89 

souls. 
, 

In 1746 Captai n Jo aqu in de Orobio recommended tha t 

88 Charles M. Brooks,~- cit ., pp . 78, 137 , n. 13. 

89 Carlos E . Castaneda , .£.E,• cit ., vol. III, pp . 85 , 
86 , 125. 
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the mission and the presidio of Lore to be r emoved to Santa 

Dorotea on the Son Antonio River nea r present-day Golia d. 

The new establishment was prosperous, t emporally a nd 

spiritually. A study of the records disclos ed th a t during 

the years 1749 to 1768 there we r e six hundred ·and t wenty­

three baptisms, t wo hundred and seventy-eight burials, and 

e ighty-eight marriage s performed. The extensive he rds of the 

mission grazed on t he nearby ranch ca lled Corralitos de Reys; 0 

This mission r ema ined in a ctive operat ion until it was 

secularized in 1794. In 1818 it wa s converted into a school 
91 for the famili e s of the soldiers a nd s ettlers. Soon aft e r 

92 
1885 the structure was reduced to a shes by a fire , but the 

church wa s po rtly restored in 1890 0 

Nuestra Senora de~ Purisima Conc epcion de Acuna 

~ ~ 

The mission Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion de 

Acuna wa s esta blished t wo mil es from t he center of present 

San Antonio Ma rch 5, 1731, by Capt ain Juan Antonio Perez 

Almazon to civilize a nd christia nize the Tacane and sanipao 

Indians. 93 Little wa s accomplished during the first 

90 

91 

92 

93 

Reverend Pe t er Forrestal, 2.£• cit., pp . 15-17. 

Harold Schoen, .QE.• cit., P• 34. 

Cha rles Ma tton Brooks, .QE.• ill_., p . 76. 
~ / Nuestra Senora de la Purisima de Acuna is the reesta b-

lished Nuestr a Senora de le Purisima Concepcion 
founded in Ea st Texas in 1716. 
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tw o dec ades of the history of the mission . Its prosperous 

years we r e be tween 1 751 t o 1760 . Then with a l most da ily 

at tack s by the Apachas , i t ste adily declined unt il secu­

l a riza tion on July 31, 1794 , a t which time only thirty­

eight I ndi ans and t he Spanish Alca lde i n habi ted the 
. . 94 

Illl.SSlOn . 

~Franc i s co~~ Es pada 

~ ission San Francisc o de l a Espada (San Francisco of 

the Bel l Gable or Sa int Franci s of the sword) was estab­

lishe d March 5 , 1731, by Capta i n Juan Antoni o p;rez 

Al maz an f or t he Paca o, Pajal at , a nd Pi talac Indians , on 

the San Antoni o River about eight and one - hal f miles from 

the heart of present Sa n Ant onio . 95 

The miss i on had a pr osperous growth . In 1737 the re 

we r e three hundred and thir ty neophytes but i n June of t ha t 

ye ar t he I n di P.ns deserted be c 11.use of fe a rs of the Apaches . 

By November 22 , 17 37 , only seven had returned . In 1 738 

t he Apaches made a raid on the I ndia n s of this mi ssion and 

killed se vera l . The year 1762 seems to have bee n the most 

pros pe r ou s pe rio d of t he mi ssion 's existence , but fr om t hat 

da te there was a steady dec line an<i by 1 792 t here we re only 

9~ Heusin~er , ER· c lt ., pp . 117 - 11 9 . 

95 San Franc isco de l a Esp~da ~as tne r ees tabli shed San 
Francisco de las Tejas e stabli shed i n East Tex~ 
in 1690 . 
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96 
thirty-four Indians in the mission . On July 11 , 1794, 

when San Francisco de la Espada was seouJ.or ized by Governor 

Manue l ~::unoz there were only fifteen adult mal es ot the 

mission . 97 

Todoy the buildings of this mission are in ruins, with 

exception of the chapel . This was restored through the 

efforts of Father Francis Bouohu who served as missiom..ry 

from 1858 to 1907, and again 1n 1911 it was the object of 
98 extensive repa irs . 

~-~ Capistrano 

On M8roh 5, 1731, Capt ain Juan Antonio Perez Alma zf n 
99 

establi shed the mission San Juan Capistrano on the banks 

ot the San Antonio River , seven miles from tm heart ot 

present city of that name . Its purpose was to minister to 

the Ore Jone, sayopine, and P1quique Indians . 

The mission began celebrating baptisms on the first 

day of its career , and rellllined prosperous until about 1783 

when the Indian population began to decline, due to artare 

ond epidemics. It remained a ctive 1n its operation until 

96 F. c. Chabot, Indians~ Missions, pp. 52, 54 , 56 . 

97 Heus1nger , .21?.• ill•• p. 133. 

98 ~• P• 129. 
/ 

99 This mission was the reesteblished mission Sen Jose 
de los Nezonis established in .£est Texas in 1716. 



100 1794 , t he da te of s ecula r i za ti on . The pre s ent chape l of 

t he mission was restored i n 1 907 thr ough the e f fo r t s of the 
101 Missionar ies of the Immacul a te Heart of Mar y. 

SA.n ·· FrA.ncisco. XA.v i e r de Horcns i tas 

In 1745 FA.dre Mariano Franc isco de lo s Dolores of the 

San Ant on io de Va l er o Mission , wh ile tra vel i n~ on the San 

Gabriel Rive r , CA.me upon some t ribes of Tonkawa Indi ans 

who aske d that missions be buil t f or them. 

As a re s ul t of thi s re que s t , on April 13 , 1746 , t h e 

mi ss i on San Xav i er de Hor cas i tas was begun by Padr e de 

Marian o f or the Tonkawa I nd i ans on the San Gabr i el Ri ver 

at the present si t e of Kolb ' s Hil l Store near Ro ckdal e. 

It was not formally estab l ished unt i l 1748 . 102 By March 

1749 , the r e wer e a t t h i s mi s sion t wo hundred an d t hir t een 

I nd i an s but constan t t r oubl e ensue d be t ween t he Indi ans 

and so l d i ers . As early a s 1?55 , a l most a ll the Indians 

had deser ted , and in tha t year a l ong drought dr i e d u p t he 
103 

r ive r . By Aueus t 16 , 1755 , the mi s sion was mo ved to t he 

San Marcos Rive r . 

100 F . c. Chabo t , I ndi ans an d Mi ssions , pp . 49 - 51. 

101 Edwar d w. He u s i n~e r , ~ - ci t ., p . 12;, . 

102 H. E. Bol t on , £,E • cit ., pp . 15? , 228 . 

103 Car l os E. Cast aneda , op . ci t ., vol. III , pp . 279 , 
303, 376. 
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During the one year of its existence a t the location 

on the San Marcos, t he mission enjoyed prospe rity. Between 

July 15 and November 30, 1756,104 this mission was removed 

to the San Sab~ River and r eestablishe d in April, 1757 a s 

Sb,,, 105 
the mission Santa Cruz de San a o , near the present 

town of Menard. 

San Ildefonso 

The mission San Ildefonso was established by Fray Benito 

for the Bidia s, Arkakiaa, Deadose, and Patiri India ns Februory 
106 

25, 1749. It enjoyed prosperity in its early existence. 

By March, 1749, this mission was inhabited by two hundred and 

thirty-nine Indians. Adversities, however, began in 1750. 

In May of t ha t year s everal Indi ans di ed from smallpox; in 
/ ,, 

1752 Padre Jose Gonzabal was murdered; and in 1755 a long 

drought dri ed up the San Xavie r River. 107 

According to Bolton, the site of this mission wa s the 

pre~e~t locat ion of a "Mr . Hick's ba rn or the Witcher 
;108 

House" near Brushy Creek in the vicinity of Rockda le. 

104 Carlos E. Castaneda ,~• lli,o, vol. III, P• 379. 

105 Schoen,£:£.• ill_., p . 141. 

106 Carlos E. Castaneda, .2.£• ill•, vol. I I I, P• 279. 

107 llli_, vol. III, PP • 300, 303. 

108 H. E. Bolton, £E,• cit., PP • 228-230. 
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In 1755, this mission was temporarily reestablished on 

the San Marcos River, where it continued in operation until 

its abandonment in 1756. When Nuestra Senora de Guodalupe 

was established in 1757, the dispersed Indians of mission 
109 

San Ildefonso were gathered there o · 

,, 
Nueatra Senora de -la Candelaria ---- ---- - - ------

,,, 
The mission Nueatra Senora de la Candelaria was founded 

in 1749 near pre sent Rockdale by Father Francisco Benito 

Fernandez de Santa Ana at the request of the Cocos and 

Caranoaguas of the Karankawan Nation. 110 

This mission like the othor San Xavier missions, San 

Ildefonso and San Francisco Xavier, was very successful for 

a brief period . Because of continual Indian raids, deser­

tion of the Indians, trouble with the soldiers, sn:allpox 

epidemics, and a long drought the mission, however, remained 

in existence only six years.111 By August 16, 1755, it had 

been moved to the San Marcos River. There it remained for 

one year. The authorities then planned to transfer the 

natives to the San Antonio missions, but found objection 

among the Indians who were loathe to leave their 

109 Harold Schoen, £1?.• .2.!lo, P• 33? . 

110 Edward w. Heusinger, 2:2.• ill•• pp . 138-1400 
,J 

111 Carlos E. Castaneda , 212.• _ill., P• 300. 
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112 
h a unts . Conse quently, t h e mission NuP-stra Senora de 

Gu adal upe was establi shed f or t h e dispersed tr i bes of t he 

a b a ndoned SRn Xa vie r mi ssions , SRn Ildefonso Bnd Nuestr a 
113 

Senora de Gu a d a l upe . 

,, 
San Agu st in de La redo a Vi sita 

.,, 
The miss i0n SR.n Agu st in de Laredo a Vi s i ta was offi -

c i a lly founded March 5 , 1749 , by Don Jo se de Esc a ndon a nd 

Fa ther s Simon , ar q_u ez , a nd Agust i n t wo a nd f ive- tenths 
114 

miles west of Rio Gr ande City o pposite CB.llargo, Jie x ico. 

Saint Augu st ine was named the pa tron Sa i nt of the Ind i a n 

pueblo . This mission h as been cl ass ed by Brooks a s " a. 

rou te st a t i on for t he Padr es on the ir way to the n or th . 11115 
,, 

Fra y Marqu ez and Fr ay A@stin we r e l eft i n charge of 

the miss ion . They were succeeded by Fat her Juan Bauti s t a 
/ ,, 

Gar ci a Resu a r ez in February , 17 50 , a n d i t was hew . o made 

the establi shment a suc ce ss . He brou~ht i nto the miss ion 

the Tar e-01ano s , Pajar i t o s , and the Pay s anos I ndi ans . By 

the Spr i n g of 1754 , one hundred and f ifty- t No per s ons had 

be en bap tized and twenty- se ven had been married by t he 

112 Ed,rnrd w. Heus i nger , op . cit . p . 141-142 . 

113 I bi d , p . 14 2 . 

1 1 4 Fl orence Jo hnson Sc ott , Histor ica l Herit a ge of the 
Lower Rio C'rr a nde , p . 11?. 

115 Cha rle s M. Br ooks , Q.P • <UJ., p . 69 . 

'· 
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church . 

Floods n.nd e p idemic s kep t t he miss ion from prosper ing 

as it should ha ve d one . The i r ri g a tion ditches th~t ha d 

been dug were ruined . Yet de spit e these misfortun e s in 

1752 there were t hree hundred n.nd f i fty - nine I ndi ans within 

the mis sion ; i n 1753 , th i s num be r had inc reased to f i ve 

hundre d . I n 1 757 , Nhe n Tienda de Cu ervo made h is inspe c ­

t i on of the mi ssi ons , this one was very pr o s pe rou s ; a nd 

Fat her Juan Bautista had pa id the i n de bt edness of the 

church thr oug h a prof itab l e trade in s a lt . 116 

San Joaquin Del Monte a Visita 

The miss ion Sa n Jo a quin de l Monte a Vis i t a was off i ­

c i a lly est a bli s hed near Hidalgo opposite ·Reynosa , Mexic o , 

on a rc h 1 4 , 1749 , by Don Jos~ de Esc Rnd6n a nd Fa t he r Fray 

kar quez as a part of t h e ir pr o je ct to sett le the Rio Grande 

Reg ion . Esc and6n provided the s ett l e rs with clothes for 

their c omfort and too l s , seeds , and oxen , so th~t they 

mi~ht farm the ir l a nds . These settle rs set to wo rk to dig 

irriga tion ditches , wh ic h were useful i n farmin,~ until they 
,, 

were destroyed by a flood in 1 751 . I n 17 52 F~tbe r Agus tin 

Fragoza , who h ad suc c ee ded Father Mhrquez , r eported t ha t 

no church h a d been built . The settle ment around the mi s ­

sion , which was a s mu ch on the n orth side of the Rio Gr nnde 

11 6 Car lo s E . Cast an eda , £.£ · c i t ., vol . I II , pp . 157 - 162 . 
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a s on the south side , was c a lle d Reyn oRa . I t was on the 

no rth side of t he rive r that the sett l ers r,razed their 

l a r ~e I'-erds of catt l e , droves of horses A.nd flocks of sheep 
117 

r n d. f OA.ts . 

Sa n ··:Franc i sco Sol ano - --------
The missi on San Francisco Sol a no , or miss ion Revill a 

a Vi sita , v1as establi she d i n pr esent ZapA.ta County dur ing 

17 50 by Jo se de Escandon i n his attempt to col on ize the Ri o 

Grande re~i on and chri st i a.nize t he Indians of that dis-
1 1 8 

trict . Accord i ng to Bro oks , thi s was " a route st a tion 

for the PA.dres on the way north . " 
11 9 

,, ,, 
La Pur is i ma Concepcion 

,, 
Li tt l e i s known of the history of La Puris i mA. 

,, 
Concepc ion , or mission Mier R Vis i ta , which was established 

,,, 
i n 17 50 by Jose de Esc a ndon . I t , like mi ss i on Cibo l o , was 

f ounded as a c ente r of reli ~ious ~n d cul turRl a c tiv i ty 

a~onG the Indians alon~ the Rio Gr ande . !ccordine to t he 

Cent ennial Histor ica l Comm i ttee , the mission wa s appr ox i ­

ma t e ly three and five - tenths ~iles northwes t of Ro ma on the 
1 20 

United st a tes Hi ghway 83 i n Starr County , and oppos ite 

117 C. E. C~st aneda , -2.E · ci t . , vo l . I II , pp . 1 62 - 164 . 

11 8 Haro l d Schoen , -22. · cit . , p . 148 . 

11 9 Char l es N. Brooks,~ - ci t ., p . 69 , f . n . 

1 2 0 Harold Schoen , ~ - cit ., p . 1 56 . 
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, , . }' . 121 
.r, 1e r , ,. ex1co. 

Nues tra Senora ~~ Dolore s 

As Governor Jose de Escandon was conductin~ his colo ­

nizing a.cti vi tie s in the lo·Ner Rio Gr ande Va lley, a ca ttle 

baron of Co ahuil a , Jose Va s quez Borrego, est ablished the 

pueblo of Nuestra Senor a de las .Dolores near the site of 

present Lare do. 

In 1755, Governor EscRndon in his r eport of conditions 

in t his pueblo, expre sse d rA ~r e t thRt there was no regular 

priest a t t he missi on ; i nstead, he s a id, the Indians were 

be ing mini ster e d t o by the pr ie st s from nea rby Revilla . 

J\Te ve r the l ess , the re port cont i nued, he found there t wenty­

s even I ndian fami li e s well ins t r ucte d. In 1757 Tienda de 

Cuervo made a f ormal i ns,ection of the pueblo and mi ssion . 

There was still no re s ident missionar y . On July 1 6 , 1762 , 

t he viceroy or de red tha t a pries t be sent to Nuestra 

~ l 122 Senora de loa .Do ores. 

Nuest r a Senora del Rosario 

The mission Nuestra Senora del Rosario wa s est ablished 

i n November, 1754 , by Fa ther Juan de Dias Camberos and 

121 Florence Johnson Scott , .2J?. · ci t ., p . 117. 

122 Carlos E. Ca staneda ,~- cit., vol. III, pp . 173-175. 
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ti " 1 Pi i f th · I di 123 Capan Eanue sz na or e CuJane n ans . 

This mi ssion hnd many neophytes although they lived 

intermittently at the pueblo. Within the first year of 

its founding, 11 one thousand pesos had been spent for maize, 
124 meal, cotton cloth, tobacco, etc. 11 In 1768, Father Joa, 

,,, 
de Solis reported tha t the mission was in an excellent con-

1 25 
dition, temporally. Af ter this date the Indi ans became 

dissatisfied with mission life and it was abandoned in 

1781. In 1791, the mission resumed operat ion and was ac­

tive until its secularization in 1794.126 

This mission is sometimes ca lled Nuestra Senora del 

Rosario de los Cuj anes, or miss ion del Santisimo Rosari o. 127 

The site was once the cattle pasture of one "Mr. O'Conner 11 

ne4r Goliad , but it was deeded to the Sta te of Texas by the 

f ~mily. 128 It ha s become a part of the Goli ad State Park . 129 

123 H. E. Bolton, ,2£• cit., p. 62. 

124 Ibid, p. 318. 

125 Reverend Peter Forrestal, .£.E• cit., p. 10. 

126 Edward w. Heusinger, ~- cit., p. 151. 

127 n. E. Bolton , op. cit., p. 317. 

128 Charles Y. Brooks , .21:· cit., p. 137, n. 7. 

129 Harold Schoen,~- cit., p. 154 . 
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San Lorenzo 

The mission San Lorenzo wa s loca ted in Coahuil a , 

Mexico, but since it was est abli s hed for the Texas Apaches 

mo s t historians cla ss it as a Texas mis s ion. It was est ab­

lished December 21, 1754 , by Don Juan de Bustillo y 

Zevallos and Padre Alonzo Gira ldo de Terreros for the 

Apaches a lon~ wi t h a few India ns of the Nataje, Sibol a , 

and Tucubante tribes. 

The three chiefs of the Apaches seemed pleased with 

the prospect of a mission among them and expressed t heir 

approval of its establishment. It was established, a ccord­

ing to plan, but existed only ten months. During that 

time, however, the Indians labored diligently and the nec ­

essary buildinBB were constructed. The three priests sta­

tioned there tried to s a tisfy the na tive s , but dissa tis­

faction grew among them until November 4 , 1755, when t hey 
130 revolted Rnd burned the buildings. 

Nuestr a Senora de l a Luz ---- ---- - - -
In 17 54 , Jose ph Blancpa in, a French trader, was arre s t e d 

near the mouth of t he Trinity River. As a resul t of the 

f ears aroused by this enoroaohment Governor Jacinto y 

Juaregui two years later established, six miles northNe s t 

130 Edw ard w. Heusinger, .22• cit., pp. 155- 156. 
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, 131 
of pre sent Anahuac , the miss ion Nuestra Senora de l a Luz 

for the purpose of christiani zing and civilizing the Bi di a 

and Orco qu i za I ndians . From 1756 unti l 1772 every effort 

exerted by the missi on Fathe r s was unsuccessful. The 

I ndians were unt r a ctable and r efused t o conBr egate. The 

ecclesiast ical and mi li tar y powe r s were constant ly wr ang-

.. ling , and the lo cat ion of the mission was i n a.n unhealthful 

surrounding. The s oldier s , therefo r e , we r e often sick. 132 

In February, 1758, Father Jo seph Franc isco Caro wrote his 

superior, Father Vallejo , a sking that the mission be moved 

or abandoned. I t is uncertain, however, whether the t rans -
133 

fer, was ever made. 

In 1772 the Marques of Rubi, after his i nspect ion of 

the Texa s missions , recommended that the i maginary mission 

of Orcoquiza134 be ext i nguished . There was a vo luntary 

abandonment in 1771, but the mission l asted officia lly until 

1772. 

Nuest r a Senora de Guadalupe 

I n 1755, when the missions San Ildefonso and Nuestra 

131 Harold Schoen, .2..P. · cit ., p . 149 . 

132 H. E. Bolton, .2..P. · cit ., pp . 348 , 353 , 364 . 

133 Ibi d , pp. 353 , 358 . 

134 This mission i s called Nuestra Senora de l a Luz, or 
del Orco quisac . H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle 
18th Century, p . 347. - --
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Senora de Cande l ari a we re abandoned , the dispersed tribes 
135 

des ired anothe r of the ir own . As a r esul t , the mission 

Nuestra Senora de Gu Rda lupe was establishe d i n 1757 about 

tw o Rnd f i ve - t ent hs miles from pr esent -day New Braunfe ls. 

The mission was i n operation f or one year, bein~ abandoned 

i n 1758 on r e ce i pt of news of the San Saba Massacre. 136 It 

. wa s to have been removed t o a new locat ion bu t "no record 

of such a transfer ha s come down to us and it is more 
137 likely tha t this little miss ion was simply abandoned." 

Mission San Saba ---- - -
Don Pedro de Terreros, Conde de Regl a , offered to 

finance f or three years from his personal f unds as many 
138 

a s t wenty mis sions f or the Apache I ndians. I n response 

t o th i s gene rous offer mission San Saba or Sant a Cruz de 

San Saba was founde d i n April, 1757, by Colone l Diego 

Ort i z Parrilla and Father Alonso Gira ldo de Terreros. It 

was loc a ted on the upper San Saba River one mi le from 
13 9 

pr esent Menard. This miss ion was establi shed f or the 

135 Edward w. Heusinger , .Q.E• cit., p . 142 . 

136 Ibi d , p. 186. 

137 Ibi d , p. 162. 
/ 

138 Juan de Morf i, History of Texas , vol. II, pp. 353- 356. 

139 Harold Schoen, £2.· ci t ., p . 124 . 



Apache Indi ans in the ir own country af ter the f a ilure of 

the missi on San Lorenzo built for them i n Coahuiln. The 
/ 

Apache s had promised to assemble on the San Saba River, 

70 

but when the mission was ready for ope r at ion not one of the 

Indians was present. Father Varela then was given the task 

of congregat ing them. He did his work well, and by the 

middle of June there were three thousand s avages in the 

· vicinity of the mission. Althou~h they des ired christianity, 

they would not congrega te until their return from the buf­

f alo hunt. The Indians returned, true to their promise, and 

ac ce pted the gifts of the missionaries, but were off again 

to the south. 140 This discouraged the priests to the extent 

that Father Vale r a deserted. The other priests con t i nued to 

live i n the mission , howe ver, the monotony of their life 

be ing broken only when a few straP,~lin~ Apaches would 

appear. On March 2 , 1758 , the Apaches made a r a id and t ook 

s ixty-two horses from the presidio. 141 

On the morning of March 16, 1 758 , just after mass, 

before t he religious services were finished, the priests 

were a ttracted by the discharge of f ire arms . They ma de an 

investiga tion. On learning that the Indi ans had come to 

pay their allegi ance, the priests went out to greet them. 

140 W. E. Dunn, "The Apache Mission on the San Saba River; 
I ts Founding and Failure", Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly , vol. XVII, pp . 397-400. 

141 Ibid, p . 403 . 
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The leade r of t he band wa 3 dre ssed in a French uniform a nd 

appear ed to be a Coma nche . In a fight tha t ensued between 

the sold i ers a nd the I ndi ans, all t he Spaniards were kill ed 

but Father Molino and eight men . The Indians sacked the 

mission, s e t fire to t he buildings, butchered the ca ttle in 

the corral and mutila t ed t he dead bodi es of the Spa niords. 

When Fa ther Molino reached the presidio on March 18 , he 

r ecount ed the story, sta ting thot only f our Spa niards sur­

vived the ca rnage •142 'l'his episode ill ustrate s the di ffi­

cul ty the missionaries encountered in dea ling with the 

Lipan-Apache s, a~d it terminated missiona ry a ctiviti es a t 

this loca tion. 

~ Lorenzo de !!:_ Santa ~ 

The mission San Lorenzo de l a Santa Cruz was e stab­

lished three-tenths of a mile north of Camp Wood in Edwards 

County143 on Janua ry 23, 1762 , by Captain Fe lipe Ra baga and 
., -Fa ther Joachin Ba.nos for the Lipan-Apache Indi ans. The 

India ns of this mission wer e fickle becaus e they suffered 

r a ids from the Comanche s, t hree in 1766-67. San Lorenzo 

has been considered as existing until 1769, a lthough it 

was dese rted by the Indi ans a f ew years a fte r its estab­

lishment. 

142 W. E. Dunn, £E.• cit., PP • 405-410. 

143 Harold Schoen, 2.£• ill.•, P• 139. 



In the following words, Bolton g ives an interesting 

a ccount of this est ablishment : 

The little pueblo of San Lorenzo de l a Santa 
Cruz, cornrnonly known as the mission of El 
Ca.non ••• served solely to ~ive employment 
to a det achment of thirty men Rnd an officer 
of the presidio of San Saba and to maintain 
two unprof itable missionaries with no other 
advanta~e than to provi de a stoppin?, place 
ror the pack tra ins which enter to supply 
that presidio.144 

/ 

Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria 
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The last a tt empt to civilize the Lipan-Ap~che Indians 

was made i n the establishment of the mission Nuestra Senora 

de l a Candelaria, February 8, 1762. by Captain Felipe 

Rabago145 on the Sab inal River. one and five -tenths ~i lea 

e ast of San Gabriel in Milam County. 146 During the four 

years of the nominal operat ion of this mission the results 

were meager . The Indians deserted frequently and returned 

to the mission only to receive food and ~ifts . Often times, 

when the Lipan-Apaches wandered from the mission. they 

would encounter the Comanches. The latter usually chased 

them ba ck to the mission; in this manner severa l massacres 
147 

resulted. 

144 H. E. Bolton. ~- cit •• 

145 Edward w. Heusinger. .22· 

146 Harold Schoen, ~- cit., 

147 H. E. Bolton, ~- cit., 

p. 95, f. n. 

cit •• p • 163. 

p. 141. 

p. 94. 



The mission Nuestra Senora de la Candel aria was 

deserted in 1766 by the Indians for rea sons which a re no~ 
148 

specified, and it ~a s a ba ndoned in that year . 

Nuestra Senora~ Refugio 

On March 31, 1791, a chief of the Karankawa s, Fresada 

Pinta, came to mission Rosario near present Goliad. When 

he left he promised Father Manuel Julio de Silva to return 

in ten days to escort him to the Karanka was, so that the 

priest might establish a mission among them. On April 7, 

1791 F the chief appeared and conducted the missionary to 

the chief village of his tribe. Although Fathe r Silva wa s 

oft en among them, it was October 24, 1791, before the 

Indians reque sted a mission to be built. On January 4, 

1792, the Junta authorized the establishment of the mission 

as re quested.149 

A mission was therefore establis hed February 4, 1792, 

near the juncture of the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers . 

Soon difficultie s arose conce rning the location. on 

Novembe r 21, 1794, the Comma ndant-general of the Interior 

Provinces ordered t hat the mission be moved to a site 

selected by Father Silva. Consequently, it was loc ated in 

148 Edward w. Heusinger, .2E.• cit., p. 163. 
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149 Herbert E. Bolton, "The Beginnings of Mission NUestre 
Senora del Refugio" , The Quarterly of the Texas 
Stat e Historical Association , vol. ru";"pp. 402-403. 
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/ 

1795 on Copa no Bay, wh er e it served the Coasta l Indians until 
150 

December 1813, the date of official secularization. 

The mission a t this loca tion "wa s int ended as much to 

wa tch over the illicit shi pping a ctivities of which this had 

become the center as to contribute to the conversion of the 
151 Indians." This mission, the l ast to be established wa s the 

last to be secularized. It struggled along unofficially until 

1828.152 

Thus has been set down in brief outline an account of the 

efforts of the Spanish Government and tm Roman Catholic Church, 

striving by means of a unique institution known os the Spanish 

Mission System, to bring civilization and Christianity to Texas . 

The period of this activity extended officially from 1680 , the 

date of the founding of the first mission within the present 

borders of the sta te, to 1813, the date when officiol support 

wa s withdrawn from the missions . In all , forty-five missions 

are known to have been established during this period. The 

results of the joint effort of Church and State in a highly 

commendable enterprise can best be eva luated by th e cultural 

rather than the materia l remains. 

150 Edward w. Heusinger , 212.• fil•• p. 176. 

151 1QM!., p. 176. 

152 H. E. Bolton, "Notes and Fragment s " , The Quarterly of 
the Texas State Historical AssociatTon , vol. XIV, 
~164. 
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