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Purpose 

It was the purpo s e of this study to make a n objec t ive 

analys is of t he existing so cial, ethnic and c ul tural conditions 

prior to, during and after t he Reformation period, in Euro9e 

as a whole and England in general. It was further i ntended 

to evaluate and corre late the impact of the above mentioned 

conditions and the resultant social manifestat ions , chanees 

and improvements directl y and i ndirectly attribute d to the 

writings and works of Martin Luther and Desiderius Erasmus. 

Methods 

The following method was used in obtaining data f or 

this study : (1) refere nce books , t r ansla t ed wo r ks , articles 

and pamphlets were used as source information . 

Findinp;s 

From the e vidence pr esented in this s t udy the follo wing 

conclusions appear to be valict: 

1. That the social implica tions of the Refo r mat ion 

exceeded t he religious implica t ions . 

2. Litera ture played a tremendous part in creatine 

"social awareness " throuc;hout Europe e Martin Luthe r and 

De s iderius Erasmus were t wo of t he most prominent writers 

of the period. 



3. Eur ope dur ing the Refor mation period wa s 

extr emely class- conscious . 

4. Martin Luther believed in relicious freedom a nd 

the r ight to express i t . He considered the moral aspec t s of 

most issues. 

5. Luthe r de nied the infallibility of the pope and 

denied his jurisdiction in governmental and temporal ma tters . 

6 . Er asmus wa s unwilling t o jeapordize his positi on 

as a scholar , or minimize his social prestiee by aligning 

himself with Luther and the other 1'revolutionaries i:. 

7 . Erasmus wa s a ht1J:1anist and Luther was a 

humanitarian. 

8. The Catholic Church was oppressiv e in its dealings 

with its members. The church used the sa e of indulgences 

to raise laree su~s of money . These were purchased mostly 

by the poor who could not afford the indulgences. 

9. The estab lishment o f 11the absolute power of t he 

monarch 11 occured durin13 the Reformation peri0d, unde r the 

reign of King Henry VIII. 

10. Bas ic chance s occured in the economy of Enel and 

durine the Reformation . Capitalism rep l aced the agrarian 

society with the advent of commerce and industry. The 

c hange i n the economy re su l ted in money b e comine the n ed ium 

of exc hane;e , repla cing the "share n. 

11. Social, economic and political mores of 100.g 

standing disappeared durine the Refor~ation, being r eplaced 

by new theories and process that, for the most par t , p~ov e 

good for the countries . 



_2. New philosopl ie s of education were intro uced 

during the Reformation. Lut1er's philosophy wa s t o educ2te 

so that the ma sses might be relieved of their oppressions. 

Erasm us's p ilosophy was to e ducate so t _at the stud ents 

might be worthy leaders and teac ers. 

13. Erasmus a nd Luther were two of t he fir s t a dvocates 

of compulsory education. Luther believed the educat ions~ 

the chi_dren was the responsibility of the state. Er asr~s 

believed t 1.e responsibility of e o.·1.cation lay within t __ e 

indivic ua_ families; a .11d t11e •rtuto.r n system \ •1c1s the es t 

·•a;;r to ed 'Ca te child:!.'en. 

14. Erasmus 1as primarily responsib _e for t he establi s_ -

ment o_ the fundamen t al p ilosophy of the English e;ramrna r 

school. Classic;:i. l .i t ern t ure ployed an important role in 

the founda t ion of present-day English crammar sc ool 

cu ricula. 

Approved : 
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CHA~TER I 

Statement of the Problem 

In the preparation of this thesis the primary problem 

is to determine the social conditions of the Heformation non

inclusive of moral and spiritual issues of the timeso While 

no clearcut view is available into many of these overlapping 

areas, this writer intends to attempt to divorce the moral 

and spiritual aspec t s of the Reformation from the social, 

ethnic and cultural aspects, a nd present the la tter in such 

manne r as to verify the ultimate changes or improvements 

resulting from the Hefor□ation. 

Purpose of the Study 

It is the purpose of this study to make an objective 

analysis of the existing social, ethnic and cultural conditions 

prior to, during and after the Reformat ion period, in Europe 

as a whole and England in generalo It is further intended 

to evaluate and correlat e the i mpact of the above mentioned 

conditions and the resultant social manifestations, changes 

and improvements directly and indirectly attributed to the 

writings and works of Martin Lu ther and Desi ~rius Eras~us. 

Limitations o~ the Study 

This study was limited principa lly to the works of 

Martin Luthe r and Desiderius Erasmus. We wil l c onfine our-
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selves to those works germane to the subject. 

This study is limited in s co pe because of the sha r p l y 

contradictory writings of the Catholic and Protestant approa c hes 

as to what constituted social, c ltural and religious a r eas 

of the Reformation. 

Methods of Investi5ation 

The follo wing method was used in obtaining dat a f or 

this study: reference books, t r anslated works, articles 

and pamphlets we r e used as source info~mat ion. 



3 

Introduction to Er2smus and Lutner 

Durine; the Refor□ation there ~ere principa_ ly two 

e;reat literary men who opposed e ach other on ·che najor issue.'.3 

of the movement. 

In order to understand t _e motivat ional {orces behind 

these two intellectual powers, Desiderius Erasmus and 

Martin Luther, it i s necessary to delve briefly into their 

live s , their phi _osonhies , their prime val es in lifeo 

Deside rius Erasnus (1466 -1536) was born in Rotterdam, 

Holland, to unwed parents who cared for hi□ wel _ unti l their 

early deaths, at which time he was c a r ed for by guardians 

until the meager in eritance left him by h is parents di~inishe d. 

He attended several nonasti c or semi - monasti c schools, where 

he received the best education available at the time~ 

Erasmus took the vows of a priest whe n he was about 

twenty-five years of age, but there are no indications thnt 

he ever served as a parish priest. He preferred the life of 

a relie;ious scho l ar to that of the clere;y. ·· ~. en joyed the 

independ e nce of a s c holar : the i ndependence of c ountry, 

relig ion, development of his intellect, and especially the 

freedoCT from routine. 

Erasmus was offered, and rejected, nunero· s poGitic "~ 

of distinction on the facultie s of various univ e r sities . ~e 

declined these positions because of his aversion to a routine 

life, and his desire for un r estricted literary activities. 
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During the early and middle part of his life , he 

studied Latin diligent ly and wrote sparingly, but later he 

bec ame a prolific wri ter on religious and literary s·.:b j ects. 

Erasmus never questioned the true doctrine of the 

Catholic c hurch, the position of the pope as its head, nor, 

did he refle c t hostility t o ward the c hurch, but he desir~d 

to use his knowledge to purify and liberalize the doctrines 

of the churcho He believed in altering the medieval trad

itions, not only in literature, but in social and ecclestic2l 

matters as well~ He stressed the importa~ce of using sound 

learning and applying it f r ankly and firmly in the admin

is t r ation of public and church affairs. 

Er asmus refused - to join any movements against the 

Catholic c hurch that might endanger his position as a scholar. 

In his t r anslat ion of the Bible he never questioned the 

position of the c hurch in relation to the scriptures, b 1 t 

ra ther justified the c h urch's position according to the 

scriptures. 

Mart in Luther (1483-1546) was born in Eiseleben, 

Germa ny, to a lower middle class family ; he was educated in 

the Mansfield Latin Grammar School and the University of 

Erfurt, whe r e he received his bache lor's and maste r's de grees. 

He later received Bachelor of Bible and Doctorate of Theology 

degrees from Wittenberg. 

Luther was raised in the strict religious atmosphere 

of the Roman Catholic Church and pos s essed a sreat f en r of 



the wrath of God in his early years. He was ordained to 

the Augustinian priesthood against the will of his father , 

and possibly to satisfy his own belief that this would 

assure the salvation of his soul. 

Luther was a spiritually troubled young man a ~d 

decided early in life that one 1 s hope for salvation must 

5 

r est in the forgiveness of sin. He became an a~ ent creative 

student of t he Bible - both commen tary and transl2tion -

while always searching for his own inward p eace. 

Early in his caree r he reflected r a d ical views that 

were ultimately to be responsible for his N~nety-five theses. 

Most important of these views were: s a lva t ion was through 

the gra c e o f God and predestined ; h e denied the absolute 

power of the pope; he believed man could commune with God 

only through Christ, and needed no other intern ediary; he 

vehemently opposed the s ale of indulgences for sins comQitt ed ; 

and was o pposed t o the vows o f celibacy necessary for the 

priesthood. 

Luther was constantly striving to know the true mean

ing of the Scriptures and spent much of his life seeking 

consolation in them. Luther constantly strove to return t he 

Word of God to the c enter of the r e ligious e:c~erience fro.n the 

periphery where it had been shoved by t h e cl e r gy in t he ir 

masses, and by many of the spiritual writers of the time . 

Luther believed Gcd was the center of the universe. 

the c hurc h the manifestor of His will, and man the guardian 



and teacher of his fell owman. ,e refused to r emain s i len t 

on any soc ial or church issue he be lieved contra r y t o ths 

Divine doctrine, and stood ready at all times to defend his 

belief s before any secular or churc _ groupo 



CHAPTER II 

THE SOCIAL SPHERES 

Stratif~cation and Population Changes 

In England and neighboring countries in Europe the 

emergence of a strong and ambitious class of townsmen under 

the patronage of territorial princ es 2nd kings was well 

forme d by the year 15000 This t c~Cency threatened to disturb 

the social stratification that was believed by most people 

of the time to have been ordained by God f or eternity. Thi 

medieval conception that the clergy constituted the head, 

the nobility the a r ms, and the peasants the feet of the 

medieval body co uld not persist long in the face of the 

social, econonic, and political changes whi ch were disrupt~ng 

the medieval way of lifeo 1 There was no place in t~is class 

for those people wh o felt no guilt of conscience about 

accumulating money by profiting f rom their fellowman's needs 

and using this wealth to ga in social prestige and political 

power. 

Changes in the population also had an important 

effect upon the s ocia l stratification i :1 Europe~ There "'~ 

a decline in the nu~ber of nobles but a substantial increase 

in the towns men and peasantso Sone areas had not regained 

1Harold J. Gri mm, The Reformation Erao Pel3 
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by 1500 the population which they had lost earlier 1 al t ho ~gh 

the populat ion of ~estern and centra l Europe as a whole had 

increased from about 53,000,000 in 1300 to ~bout 70, 000r000 

in 1500 of which about one - tenth lived in cities and towns~ 2 

The To :n s ;;:i ~:.1 - '---~~-

The success of the townsmen in business did much to 

the spirit of co mmercial and religious 1:fe of t he times. 

The townsmen as a rule supported t he territoria l rulers and 

replaced the clergy and nobles in ntmbers 2nd ~nfluence i n 

the administration of the royal institutions. They did not, 

however, share equally in this growth of wealth and influ

ence but were subject to the saD0 stratification as was 

evidenced in feudalism. The patricians were t he top echelon, 

or capitalists who controlled the economic and political 

life of the community . Since they controlled commerce , 

production, and the finances of the community, they were 

able to establish themselves as the social power within the 

communityo3 This power was app&~ent in their 1 xurious manner 

of living. 

They lived in expensive mansions and palaces on an 

equal with the nobles . Many of t hes e palaces ha d furni tu~e 

made on newly invented lathes, expensi ·o car? ets fro m t he 

2 Ibid. 

3Preserved Smith, The Age of t he Re f orma tio~. p.3 
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East, gold and silver servic es, the first sanitary faciliti es , 

and runnine; water piped into the areas whe re they lived. -:.-:-·1':! 

pat ricians often bought large esta tes and titles and proviced 

themse lves with al~ the luxuries of the nobles. 

To d:splay their wealth, the men usual y wore l a~se 

expensive hats, coats with f ur collars, and ornate rin5s. 

The women wore dresse s of expensive materia ls, el aborate 

_air dre ssings , a.:.1d jewelry so i ntri cate they becar.ie the 

sourc e of much public ridicule by the preachers o f the ti~e~ 

This ridicule, in t he form of civil c omplaints, re sulted 

in the passage o f many civi l laws linitins or prohibiting 

the display of s ch luxuries becaus e the lo~er classes were 

trying to imitate the pat ricians, 

The Craft smen 

By far the most numerous class of townsmen were the 

s □all urban proprietors, consistinB lar3ely of eui_d 

masters, journe y men , t raders, and officia ls, who cons titutec 

approximately 90 per cent of the popula tio: • 4 'l1his 5roup 

was as a r u le a fairly prosperous, hardworking and stable 

element of the populat i on . Often this group would revolt 

against the patricians , usual_~ for political rather than 

economic r easons, and try to d ivest the patricians of their 

control over the town councils. 

For the most part , the re ma inder of the popula tion 

4 
Ib i . • , p . 15 

ESTILL LlllRARY 
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of the towns consisted of a small but increasing number cf 

day laborers and servants. While the patr:.cians lived in 

their large mansions, these l aborers and servants ~:~re jaD

med into crowded, multi-storied structures which usue: :y 

contained only the simplest necessities o: lifeo The streets 

we re 1.sually very narrow and infrequently paved., Tb ·- ·.:-e were 

plagues that took the lives of many people li·i~s i ~: 

c::-owded cond i t ions, where improper sanitary facilities and 

filth served to aid in the rapid transmission of disease. 

The Peasants 

The peasants were the c lass that qas despised by the 

other classes at this time. Fre quently in the literature 

and writings of the time, the peasant was referred to as 

"the dumb peasant 11
• This reflec ts that ~heir toil and slo .. :ly 

improving social status still had not gained them any respect~ 

Most of them still lived in small huts with thatched roofs 

of straw, wooden chimneys covered 1ith clay, d irt floors and 

very meae;er furnishings inside. Often, cattle, poultry, a::-d. 

peasants occupied the same living quarters. Their clothing 

was simple, usually consisting of woolen undere;arrnents and 

linen or woolen outergarrncnts. The peasants were often 

isolated fror:1 t:1e outside world. and their life \··as a dre2ry 

one, consisting of work, church festiva ls, local market 

activities, and visiting entertainers. In many parts of 

Europe the peasants were determined to rise a h~ ve their 



social stigma by learning to r ead and write, and taking 

active int e r est in reform movements. 

Feudalism 

11 

By 1500, feudal ism had to a large ext en·~ alrea.d:' lost 

i t s reason for existing, for the Kines and princes, with 

their armies, supported the terri t orial taxat:on, and they 

could provide more efficient protection than c ould the feuda: 

c aval r y. 

Changes in the e conomy had proven the feudal lord to 

be dispensable. 5 So□e forms of the man or type economy r e~ained, 

yet the emergence of a money economy , the beginnin g of tie 

liberation of the serfs, an d new forms of agricultural 

production al l tended to de crease the im~ortance of the 

feudal lord. 

Feudal i sm as a system of gover~ment was on the decline 

during this time and was giving way to national and terri

torial courts. 

The more feudalism declined, the more persiste~tly 

the nobles c l ng to thei r r ights 9 privileges and social 

status . While rnany served in the armies as officers, others 

moved to royal and princely co urts to sain favors and 

privileges, and still others joined bands of robber oaro~s, 

plunde r ins and steali~G froQ vi llaces and □erchants alon0 

5will Durant, The Reformation. p . 109 



the h ighways and rivers. 6 

Chivalry, the socia1 code of the feudal warriors, 

did not decline with feudalism but rathe r reached its peak 

during this time . ~hi le the virtues of personal fidelity, 

bravery courtesy to equals, and respect for wor1en ·1ere rapid

ly deterioratine, they were extol led wi th gre r t J~nitudr. 

Determi ned to perpetuate their socia1 status, the nob1es wor~ed 

out elaborate codes of bearing aTI!'ls and for~ed aristocratic 

orders of knighthood~ such as the E:1glish Knights of the C-a:- _- 3r, 

the French Knights of the Star, and the Burgundian Knights of 

the Golden Fleece. 7 

Living in castles with i~tricate systems of defense 1 

many f euda l lords managed to live much more comfortably than 

had their ancestors, and more comfortably than al: ~xcept 

the nobilityt patricians, and som'8 t ownspeo9le. 

The Church in Eng_and 

In England what we call the Reformation was in its 

beginning a political ra ther then religious movement; it 

had t o do r ather wi th the government of the church than with 

its theology. Actually, in its first phase the English 

quarrel wi th the Roman Catholic Ch rch was not th2t it was 

·catholic, but that it was Ronan. 

Luther believed Christ was the head of the church 

6 Ibid., p. 16 

7Ibid., p. 17 



and men should not be compelled to answer to an earthly 

ruler regard·ng their spiritual matters. 

The chtrch wa s not merely a plac e where its peop: 8 

went on Sundays and holy days; it was intim2~ely invo_ved 

not only in the operations of the government but also in 

the details of every-day life~ At the top echelon of the 

church the ecclesiastics 1ere the adv·sers of kings and 

formed the majority of the House o.f Lo:::-ds~ At the lower 

echelon the parish was the tni t of administrative a s well 

as of religious and social lifeQ 

13 

The church touched the aver age Englishman in all the 

important crises of his c a reer, at birth t~ro gh baptism, 

at adolescence through co nfirmat:on 1 at adulthood through 

marriage, and at death through extreme unctionQ 8 All tneir 

lives, through the confessional and trough the pulpit. it 

directed and guided the daily life of the average citizen~ 

Through the courts it @aint~ined jurisdiction over 

9 all clergy, or anyone who coul d claim benefit of clergyo 

It exercised jurisdiction over all the contr~c ts made under 

oath, over all property bequeathed by will, 7er all questions 

of inheritance ,here the legitimacy of the offspring was 

involved. Through ecclesiestica l censure one rn~ght be cut 

off froQ any consolation ~elision offered. In cases of 

8 conyers Read , Social and Political ~orces in the 
English Reformation. p. I 

9rbid. ~ p. 18 



severe encroachment of church rules and r e~· lat ioc3, 

i□prisonment vas permissible until s uch ti~e as t h e c hur ch 

was appeased . Luther experienced this type o f censu r e before 

he went into exile at Wartburg Castle. 

The law 1hich 1as administered by the c .urc~ cour~s 

1as not the common law of the land but the canon l aw , s ta ir

stepped to a Supreme Court in Ro me no t i n Znglando ~he 

Roman church 1as a state within a state 9 a nd the clergy ~ 

•hich · included almost all educated men i n E~gl2nd , ha~ d i

vided a lleeia nc~~ 

To e p~reciate tr .ly the English Re forma t~on, on e 

must understand the two most significant at t itudes tha t 

prevailed , ithin England at this time toward the a uthori t y , 

allegiance, and obedience shown t he pope o One at t i t ude 

especially prominent during the early part of the Re f orma tion 

was the "infallibility of the poper:,, Persons pro .fessing 

this b e lief accepted the pope as the ult i mate au thori t y in 

all religious matters, and the usurping of powers to cont rol 

non- religious bodies was considered to be within the judic ~al 

rights and duties of the head of the church. lo Those pro

fessing this belief were tilling to re duce a ll e ov e rn ental 

and temporal bodies t o papal servitude. Er a s mus approve· 

of this form of control as he did no t ·an t t o j e o par d i ze his 

position as a scholar, or mini mize his socia l prest~Ge. 

10 Samuel M., Jackson, "Erasmus" , The New Sc haf f -
Herzog Encyclopedia of Relig ious Knowl edge, Vol . IV 1~52 
p., 165 



Large ncrnbers of politically powerful people attained 

their positions by professing this belief, some only qhen they 

stood to gain economically or politically~ and for others 

this reflected their true and honest belief. G~aft and 

corruption could flourish under this system beca se anyone 

questioning the authority, or a decision cf the pope, was 

subject to excomm nication from the c_trch and denied all 

the rights and privileges thereofn Few people 1er0 willing 

at first to pay such a severe penalty for voicing their 

beliefs. 

The second attitude prevale~t during this time 2s 

the acceptance of the pope as the earthly head of the church, 

the ultimate authority :n matters pertaining thereto but 

havin8 no jurisdiction over governmental and temporal matters.-1 

Martin Luther was one of the most vociferous advocates of 

the latter belief. This view constit~ted the major portion 

of his early disagreement with the hierarchy of the Catholic 

church. He was one of the earliest advocates of the separation 

of church and state. 

Luther believed in relieious freedom and the right 

t o express it. Erasmus was more conservative and believed 

the right was in erent so long as it did net con!lict with 

established doctrine. 

Strict adherenc e to papal regulations was just one 

11 Ibid., p. 70 



of the many b rdens that became too much to endure. The 

rights of individua ls were directly proportional to the 

amount of money one had to bribe offic ' als, or to po_itical 

J:' d . d . th . . f. t · t 12 ~ree om one enJoye L wi in any speci ic erri oryo The 

laws vere unjust and unequally exec ted. 

~glish Lavl 

In England capital crime s constituted the follo ~ ~~6 = 

r.mrde.r, arson 1 escap9 from prison~ hunting at .nig·.t ;ith 

painted faces~ embezzling carrying horses ~nto Scotland, 

practi c ing witchcraft, deserting from t e ~rrny, picking 

pockets, and counterfeit~ngo All of thes 0 were puniE' jle 

l E 

by hanging 9 but crimes consideref to be pa~ticularly terr~~le 

such as poisoning, the punishme~ t vas boiling in oil or 

burning to death. Treason and heresy were punishable by any 

of the above methods, determj_ned by the tribunal o:::- monarc'~ 

trying the case. Lesser punishments consisted of flo 6ginsr 

branding, the stocks, clipping ears, piercing tongues and 

imprisonment in dungeons made as horrible as possible, often 

too small to stand upright or lie at full length. 

The "Blue Laws" which w8re prevalent in Europ2 at 

this time were so peterna_istic that they sought to resulatc 

the private lives of the ci tizen, of his clothes, the nu~ber 

of co urses of his meals 9 how many gues ts he co .ld invite to 

12cardinal Gasquet ~ The E 0 e of the ~efornati , 
pp. 72-75 



a wedding diner or dance how long he could •isit the tave=n 

and how he could spend Sunday. One reason for the~~ la~s 

was to differentiate the social classes in an era that ~as 

extremely class-conscious~ The bl e lavs iere enacted oy 

the nobility w.o ~ere constantly striving to make the ~o ~r 

classes know the:i.r posit: on and dress and act accordingl, - c 

Their belief was that by regulating all of the above accord~,s 

to importance they placed upon t_em 1 they could control the 

upper strata of the socia class" Enforcement o.f the e la·-rs 

was attempted but extre□ely d"fficult to mainta~ ~ especially 

pertaining to such things as the number of courses per mea_. 

Inadequate neans of surveillance aided in the ultimate de:eat 

of these lawso 

When a person as found guilty of violation of one 

of these or any other laws the only refuge of the crimina_ 

~as the greed of his judges. There became established prices 

for crimes committed; bribery was more or less prevalen~. 

Violations of the law became more frequent durinc this ti~e, 

especially by persons who could afford the amount of the 

bribe, or those who might profit monetarily by the violation~ 

The methods of try·ng crimir-als were as cruel as 

their punishments. The rack, or .iling of stones upon their 

chests and other instruments of pain were often used to ob ain 

a confession. 13 Although English law in spirit ~as aGains~ 

13smith, ~ c~b_, p. 663 



torture, the practice was used extensively thro~ghout the 

co ntry. 

E(ucation 

Education during the Reformation varied from countr· 

to country. Holland, the native 12.nd of Erasmus 1 had gr,..,a t 

institutions like Deventer, and England could boast of Eto~ 

and Winchester as tio of her great schco s. Only the most 

fortunate students 1ere allowed to enroll in these schools 

because the nu~ber seekine adm·ssion exceedec the nunbe~ 

that could e cd1cated theree In order to ob~~in an educatio: 

some students were required to ser7e apprenticeships, or 

work in order to obtain .meager r~nds to pay a tutor, or to 

purchase vorn Latin readers. 

Many tuto~s used filthy and abusi e language, flogged 

the boys excessively and drank heavily in their presence. 

Erasmus mentions this repeatedly in his wo~~s and testifies 

he was subject to some harsh treatment and abuse in his 

early schooling. 

The profession of teaching was despised by m~ny as 

a menial one and very little monetary reward was in store 

for the pedagogueo 

Ilany r:ien spent more time in selecting the c;rooms:nen 

and gamekeeper for his animals than he did in the selection 

of a teacher for his children. 14 



After learning the me.ster:.r of reading and ,,ri tir,s 

of their native tongue, the students turned pri~cipally to 

the study of Latin. The materials used were ~en3ra_ly old 

and worn and only through repetition and j_r;1~ tation id the 

st dents obtain a thorough knowledge of the subjecto For 

many years the grammar and rhetoric of Lat:n was practically 

all that was studied nnd by this means most stud9nts bsca□ 2 

fl ent in its usage. 

Erasmus and L ther shared the bel"ef ~ha t too ca~y 

people constituting the masses n Eng:3nd and throuGhout 

most of Europe vere in need of educat:_on. Hov,ever, Eras-nt:s 

centered his educational desires on the nob'lity and uppe~ 

classes predominantly •. He did not share L ther's enthusiasm 

for educating the low8r c_asses. 

The masses ,ere primari_y illiterate an~ ~ithout 

formal instruction or educationo Luther sugr~;ested tha·c 

"civil authorities ought to compel people to send their 

children to school. If the Government can co~pel me~ to 

bear spear and arquebus 9 to man ramparts and perform other 

martial duties 9 how much more it is the ri ~t to co□pel 

them to send their children to school". 15 

In a "Letter to the Alda::-rn.:1n and Ci ties of Ger□an;y 

0:1 the Ere c tion and Maintenance of Christian Schools 11 h-2 

urged strongly the advantages of learnin:· "Good schools a .. 8 



2) 

~he tree from w~ich grow all good conduct in li f e, .cl j_f 

they decay great b indness must follo in relig ion a nd ~~1 

useful arts ••• Therefore all wise rulers have though t ssh ools 

a great li0 ht in civil life 11
•
16 

Erasmus ,rote much pertaining to education and was 

co .c erned great y that the humanities be taught h~macely. 

He also believed one should begin with Cato and proce e d all 

the way through the best kno~n authors of Gr e 2ce and Ro ~ : . 

Erasmus wrote his Colloquies, considered y many as the bes t 

Latin of the century, so that instruction would be more 

pleasant and easier for the stud A_ t to co3prehen ct . 17 Th~J u5h

out the work is small amounts of li eral religion and moral 

instruction. Luther, altho gh he later cc e to disagree 

with the author, susgested the se of t~e Colloquies in 

Protestant schools. 

Luther's views concerning society were for t h "' ..,1ost 

part conservative. The social and economic implications 

of his r.rhe Freedom of the Christian Man, his doctrine o f -ere 

universal priesthood of believers, and glorification of 

labor ere felt i~ ways not anticipated by the author. He 

advocated systematic and e f fic i ent state care for t h e poor 

and that the general ~elfare of citize ns be provid e d ~or 

161, ·a Ol • 

l? Ibid • , p • 66 '7 



whe n necessary. Erasmus was content to lea--;,_ the care rf 

t he poor to Luther &nd other s and preferred not to be a nde 

fender of the rights 11
• Luther was not a promoter of rugged 

individualism despite the fac t is environ~e~t hau oeen 

preGominately agriculturalo HG did have a good concaption 

of how greedy and cove to s businessmen could suppress the 

desires of farmers and the wor1 ing class to produce more 

goods~ 

The easants'Revolt 

The practice of oppr essive demands without correspond

ing renume r ation was partly r esponsible for the Peasants' 

Revolt that occured in Germany during the Reform2. tion. Th,2 

religious revolts of the Reformation seecv to offer t_e 

v,rorkers in the fields a r eason to demand a larger share of 

-'-h . . G . . t th . t . 18 G v e prosper1. -r,y ermany \• as en Joying a is irr:e c erman:;-

had experienced severa l periods of rure~ o~tbreaKs and u~rest. 

The spiritual unrest had tended to contr·bute to social u_ -

rest ~ith the result that open r ebellion occured , In 1521 

a pamphlet circ ula ted in Germany entitled :iKarsthans" or 

"Pitchfork John" pledged peasant support and protection to 

Luther; and a contin at ion later ·n the y~ar advocated a 

r ural insurrection a5ainst the Catholic church~ Luther had 

become the idol and envisioned emancipator of the "nan in 

18 Durant, 2.12~ cit., p. 382 



the field" 9 but he was not t'"' ::-e;nai - their i ol throug' ou,:; 

the Peasants 1 Revolt~ 

22 

Johannes Eberlin ·rote a pamphlet in 1521 advocatin; 

un ·.versal male suffrage, the subordj_natio. ·1f e ery ru::i.e::-

and official to popularly elected counc:ls, tte abol~tion 

of all capitalist or6 anizations, the ret rn to medieval 

price~fixing fo r bread and wine 9 and the education of all 

children in Latin, Greek, ebrew, astronomy ana filed:cine, 

In 1522 a pamphlet entitled "The Needs of the Gerr.1.an Natior_ ·· 

•·rhi ch as falsely attributed to Emperor Frederick IIIs 

deceased, called for the abolition of Roman and canoe lav, 

limitations on business organizations t e removal nf all 

tolls, d ties, passports and fines, the exclusion of the 

clergy fromi civil government 9 and the confisca t:i.on , f all 

monastic Kea_th and its distribution to t1e . oo::'. 19 These 

works reflect part of the unrest that seeti1ed \·Ji thin the 

vorkers in Germany at this time. 

The Peasants 1 Revolt 1as not completely ~expected. 

One Catho_ic humanist, Johannes Cochlaes, warned Luther 

that the people in the tovms and the peasants 1.n t:-:-e 

provinces would inevitably arise in rebellion bcc~use of th~ 

-ast amo nt of abusive pamphlets, books ~na oth~r l~te r at ure 

that had been distributed. Neither Luther no~ th8 preach ~rs 

and publishers of the material ,ere wil-ins to accept any 



blame for the upr i sing, and initially l ed the pcasan~s to 

t h ink their grievances were justified. Luther and his fol_ow

ers d id encourap,e t:::e r ebel lion b,y the..:.r c ontinued •.,Ti tin.0s 

calling for a better life and better soci?l condit i ons for 

the oppre s sed. Luthe r was not ful~y aware of the impacc 

his writ..:.ng ~as having on vario s men . 

Thomas Munzer had been appointed preacl r -:. Allstedt 

and proffiptly denand ed the extermination of the ngodless 11 

because they were not supposed t o hove the right to live 

except when permitted to do so by the elected. His proposal 

was t ha t the J>r i nccs lead the people in a revo~~ against 

the clergy and ths capita_ist s . When the princes d..:.d not 

respond to his propos a l, he c a led upon th0 ople to over-

throw the princes too, and establish a refined society 2s 

Plato had envisioned. He considered all goods to be c o~con 

goods and should be distributed according to the necessitie s 

of the people. Munzer also advocated the ~ ,ginc or behead 

ing of any prince? count, baron, or oth8r governme~t officic ~ 

who failed to accept and put into practice hist 0 nry. 20 

He was expelled Lrom his pastorate with the help of L· the r 

and wandered from town t o t o~n unti l he reac~cd t _e -~xtile 

town of Muhlhausen, where the pol i tical and~ ci~l atmos 

phere was ripe for his t rend of thinkins. 

In Muh l hausen there was a ex- nonk, Ieinrich Pfeiff.:--, 

20 11 · ranK in 
2YJ- 250 



who had gained considerable political and socinl inf:uence 

,ith the lower middle c~asso Pfeiffer and Mu~ze r im□ediately 

aligned their philosophies; and when Munzer preached his 

radical iews to the textile ror-crs, the ens~·~s revolt 

gaine complete control of the government of the city. These 

people confiscated all the property of the church? drove 

out the monks, and began to prepare for an invasion by govern

nent troops& They organized t c peasants into an armv and 

had artillery cast for it in tb.e 11on2.2 ...,c - ~ 

Dur·ng this time re olt b~cke out in southern German~ 

after a hail storm had destroyed a~most a:l the crops the 

peasants needed to live on and to pay their feudal dues and 

church t·t: esc At this. time Hans Mulle~ and Munzer banded 

together ith a pledge to enancipate all the oppressed f2roers 

in Germany. There · ere approxir.iately 30,000 armed peasants 

in South Germany at this time, refusi~~ to pay state taxes, 

church tithes, or feudal dues 1 anc sworn to emancipation or 

death~ 

During this t:me the Twelve Articles were printed 

and distributed quickly thro ghout much of Germany. The 

exac t author is not kno n, but some historians believe the 

Articles ere the composite wor~ of s0veJ:-al ;trite.rs of the 

timeo Preserved Smith said: 

The material in them is dr2···,.., from a 
hole people. Far more than iu ___ ,her popular 

writings one feels that they are the G"-·'ine 21 
expression of the public opinion of a G-Jat cl~s~. 
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The demands of the peasants are not exc si -e ns t. ~~ pleae 

most of all for justice and relief ~~om _ press ive taxatio~. 

The Articles were as follows: 

To the Christian reader peace~ and the 
srace of God through Christo 

There are ma y anti-Christians '·iho have 
lately taken occas.:.on of the asser::b .. y of the 
peasants to cast scorn upon the Gospel, sayinG, 
Is this the fruit of the new evangel? Is no 
one to be obedient, ut all are to rebel, •• 
to overthrow, or perhaps to slay, the spirit al 
an temporal lords? To all these godless and 
wic. ed cri tj_cs the follo 1r•:.ng 2::-tic l2s m2··<? 

answer~ in order? first 1 to remove this r3-
proach fro@ t e 1;ord of Got, and second~ to 
justify i:-i a Christian way the d i sobedience, 
nay the rebellion of the peasants. 

First 9 It is our humble petition and re
quest? as also the will and intention of all 
o~ us, that in the fut re 1e should have 
authority and power so that a ·1hole community 
should choose and appoint e pastor, and also 
have t e ri~ht to depose him ••• 

Secondp Since the tithe is appoi nted in 
the Old Testament and fulfillef in the Ne~, 
we will ••• pay the just tithe of grain, but 
in a proper way ••• ~s ~ill that fo r the future 
this be eathered and received by or church 
provost, whom the community appoints; that 
out of it there shall be e;i ,ren the pas·co::-.,. 
a modest, suffic i3nt □~~nt~Lance for hi~ and 
hiso •• that the remajnder shall bs distributed 
to the poor and needy ~ho are in ths same 
vi lage ••• c The small ti the w-e i,•j_ll 1.ot give 
at all, for God created cattle for ~he free 
use of men ••• 

Third, It has been the cus t on hit' c to 
for men to hold us as their 01n property, 
and tjis is pitiable seeing that Christ has 
redeemed and bought us all with t e precious 
shedding of His bloodp the lowly as well as 
the great •••• Therefore it agrees with Scripture 
that we be free, and v1ill be so,~.':i:~ our 
c hosen 2nd appointed rulers (~ppointe~ for 
us by God ) we are ~i llin3 obedient ~n 11 
proper and Christian natters, and ha:9 no 



doubt that as true and real Christians, they 
will e;ladly release us from serfdon~ or sho·-1 
us in the Gospel that we are serfs4 •• 

Sixth. ¼e have a heavy g:. .nee because 
of the ser~ices which are increased from day 
to day o •• 

Eighth, We are greatly 2ggrieved. as many 
of us have holdings that will not support the 
rents we pay, and the peasants suffer loss 
and ruino Let the lords have honorable men 
inspect said holdings~ a~d fix fair rent ••• 
for every la orer is vorthy of his hire~~o~ 

Tenth, •e are ae;grieved becaus~ some 
have appropriated to themselves meado1s o ·t 
of the common fields 1 which once belo~sed 
to the communitYo•• 

Eleventh 9 ve ould hcve the ' 3th dues 
entirely abolishedo e will not s~ffer it. 
nor allow wido~s and orphands to be so sha~e
fully robbedo~•• 

Twelfth If one or QOre of the articles 
here set fort)e~ocan be shown t o us by the 
Word of God to be improper, we will recede 
from it if this is explained to us vi~h 
arguments from Scripture.22 

26 

Luther was sent a copy of the Articles and as_:ed fo:2 

his support of the novement. He rep_ied with a pa~phlet 

11 Admoni tion to Peace" in v1hich he applauded the peRsnnts t 

willingness to submit to correction by Script re; b 1 t d1;;.:1ied 

his speeches and vritings had aided or abetted the ~evolut~on

aries. He chided the hierarchy with the follo~in ~ sta~e~ent. 

We have no one on earth to thank for 
this mischievous rebellion except you 9 pr~nces 
and lords, and especially you blind bishops 
and mad priests and 5Onks, whose hearts are 
hardened against the Holy Gospel: tt~ 6h you 
know that it is true~ you ca~not refute 

22D .1... uran1.,, 22~ cit~ p:p. 384-5 



·to . esides 1 in your temporal GOVerr lt, 
you do nothing but flay and ro your suo~ec~s, 
·n order that you may lead a life of sple~ :or 
and pride, until t .e poor common ~eople ca~ 
bear it no longer ••• oWell, then, since you 
are the cause of this wratt of God, it wil~ 
un .oubtedly come upo~ you if you do not neld 
your vays in timeD ■ ooThe peasan~s ~ '6 OUSvO~il37 
and this must result in the ruin, dcs~ruc~io~, 
and desolation of Ger:-1any by cruel rau~d.e:::- c.nd. 
bloodshed, u~less God shall be mo•ed by ou~ 
repen tencc to prevent it.2, 

Altho gh Luther denounced the h~crorchy, he also 

failed to sup~ort the Peasants and their A~ticl~s of freedor. 

Conversely hes pported o~ly two of th~ articles: t~ose 

being the rig.t to select their pastor are ~he 

He said the peasants and nobles sl"'J.Y..1.lc. ha 0 ·3 su "1itte t · e 

hole issue to 2,rbit::-· ~:;ion 1 r.o·--.::.ng the il_iterate pe:::- ~:._J:;s 

stood ittle change to gain their req ests by this __ ans. 

~hen ~ar broke ou~ Luther was at ~irst considered 

the champion of their cause, but he quickly established hi2 

position as clearly being against any rebel _on or insurr-

ection. 

The Peasant leaders, hovever~ felt it was now too 

late to retrace their steps as ar itrating or conCP ,ing 

their beliefs now ~uld only bring pun·s.mento They -ourn~d 

Ltther as a traitor and proceedet wit plans for t~e revolt. 

The dreams of eq al ity contin· ed: t e .oles ~ere to fisrn~nt:e 

their castles and live like peasants; they were Lot tor~; 

23D L uran \, , Q,>'2,. 

cit. p. 73 



on horsebac beca se it raised them above their fella~: 

Pastors were to be servan~s or the congregation, not its 

master, and ~ould be replaced if they did not ad~e~e stric~

ly to the Scriptures, The workmen also had denands. Th0:· 

denounced the monopoly of public offices by the rich, the 

e;nbezzlement of public .funds by corrupt of fj_ :;ia s, and 

constantly higher pr:ces for goods 1hila ~ages r~sa~ned 

stable& 

In the spring of 15259 the Peasants I Re 701 t f a.!."ed 

open yin several different plcces. First attempts to re el 

the peasants 1ere unsuccessfu~and ma7y c:ergynen were d~~vs~ 

from their rnonestaries and munic ipal go er~ments ~ere - ~r

thro n and replaced by communal authorities. 25 

Fear:ng that cocplete anarchy ~ould result if ths 

peasants won t::-ie ,,ar 9 Luther : rote a tract "Against th~ 

Thievish, Murderous Hordes of Pe2.sants 11 ·!::1erein :1e att2.c ;:...,d. 

them with violent language. He urged the go ·ernmcn-. to _,.ill 

them witho t pity and to avoid a peasant as they 'iOU d t11e 

devil. ,8 enco raged soldiers to die "ob8 ient to God's 

~ork in Romans 13, and in the ser ice of love to frse your 

neighbor from the bands of hell Bnd th~ devil"~ L ter he 

wrote : 11 It is better that all the pease.nts '"'8 ki_led t .2-:1 

that the princes and magistrates p0rish b~cause th~ ~ts~~cs 

too. the sword •Ji tho t divine authority'' Luther succ8dod. 

25George L. Mosse, The Reforratio~. p, .__.._) 
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in alienating the _o~er classes and -· of them tLTD8v. 

fro~ L therani sn to more radical sects, others accept~d ~, 
a theism, and still others retu:-:-ned to the C2 tho .. .:..c c:1.L:rc;::, 

faiJ.e Luth r 'las being so -oci.fero s in t:i..s ai:.tc ck 

.pon tne peasants~ E:-asmus ref 1sed to ·)e r2.·· n ::.n-:;o th~ 

controversy, a . tho gh he 1as 1 · v~ng :n Gerraany at the ti~e. 

L:e did not ,ant to align hi self -;it:i the illi t,~ra.te p -2a.s,:. . .:1'cs 

1ho did not respect his intellect; nor did he want to al~e~a~~ 

t e nobility and church o:-.erarchy 1:10 hel. hiiTI .·n hich 2s:~-eerJ~ 

Erasmi.: s -;as a .. most a .. ays reluc-cc::it to bree.k \·;i th est2.'.)J..:.shec. 

traditi on. 

~rasrn .s did ind · cate he ~2s nervou3 and concerned 

a out the .situation when he wrote to a fr:.end t· "°' t the .,:-2-.rol t 

1as l i ke a hydra: when one head vas ct off, nine sprang 

~p i n i ts pl3ce. H0 wro te to olydore Ver5il, Septe~ er 5, 

Here -J'2 have a cruel and bloody story; 
the peasants rush t o their destructiono 
Daily the::-e are fierce conflicts bet¥een nobles 
and rustics 9 so near that we can almost hear 
the noise of the artille~y and the groans 27 of the dying~ You oay guess how safe ·1e a::-e. 

On September 24, 1525, Zrasmus 1rote to his frie~~ 

~er and, president of the Supreme Colrt of Holland, ~he; 

"much iror e than one hundred thousand peasa ts "2d bes-n c, -.8L 

i n Germany, that daily priests, the .:..nciters to t~c ~ebellioc 

26Mosse, Ibide, Pe 91 
27Preserved Smith 9 Erasmus, p, 259 



iere captured, tort red, beheaded, hun~ and burncd':n •• ~h8 

rem3dy he added, though harsh, IBS 
28 necessaryo 

The P8asants' Revolt ended shortly after ~~asmus' 

correspondence 1ith Everando 

The untrai ed, illiterate r sties _ad been ~eaten 

and their lea .. ers ut to deathp btt not before _30,000 died 

in battle and 10,000 e ecutions had taken placen The peasa~ts 

roamed the ighvays or hid in the 1aods,as many of the~~ 

homes vere destroyed in t~e conflict~ T_e re els had in 

many instances burned t e charters that recorded thsir ~~ud2~ 

- . . . . 20 dues and new ones had to be arawn up 9 renewing t½e oblisat~c~~. -

Defeat at the ha ds of the oppressors aid not p~s-·-~j 

th2 peasants from desiring and seeking to iraprovc their 

social cond"tionso They had _ost the wa~b ~ the seed~ o~ 

social unrest and dissatisfaction had been focused and con

eyed to nearby countries 1here the Reformation vas to 

ultimately aid in the improvement of th8se co~d~tio~s~ 

28
s~ith, 2.2• cit., PPo 269-70 

29Dura~t, 2.Qo cito, pp. 392-3 



C ·J\p~~R III 

The olitica and economi~ dis rder o~ the 2e_or·~~~o~ 

~as not of sufficient magnitu e during ~he early years to 

taking place, 0nd disorder was present, b .t thi~ shou_~ no~ 

was primarily feeLi.n6 sone o.f the res1.,._ts of t 1e ci-12-nc.;ing 

socia _ , econo~ic, and po_itica: structures that had been i~ 

operation for many years. 1here were pro - o~nced chanses i~ 

tne economic strt cture of t!le country ..;:,_ th ··:;~e ri2e of t:1.e 

mere.ant c_ sses, i creased indus~ry, inc~eased ira( n an? 

export and the inc_ ... e:1se i.. sheep :. ... aisin.g~ 

·,,hen Kine : en1,y VIII ascended the throi:1e he '":Rs 

forced to deal with some of fuc a ove chances that beca~e 

more prono need during his reign. 

Absolute power of the monarch had not been esta ~i2ie 

when Kine : enry VII Vias ru er · .i the Ba tt_c of the :-- )ses 

etween the Yorkists and the Lancastrians was causi~G 

politic,__,_ upheaval •1 By the t.:.r.i.e Henry -vIII i..:ecarr:~ r-i0n1..r::h ~ 

the only politica_ uprising to occur resulted fron a fe,,, 

cit "zens in the nort~ of the cou~try w~o ~sre diss~t~s!ief 

with t~eir representation in parliam nt 

1 - D . Jo.n • can Mackie, The =~rller ~udorr. 
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.:;ol: 1try ·.:i thou·::: .3evcre fir.anc ... ~.,_ problems. There was a shift 

!~o~ ~ ~ural ncrar2.&~ society to au~ an industrial and 

~~is change in tne 

~oc~J~ &~d econo~ic str~cture was partia:_y responsible for 

t.:e r.iu:i.-c.:.t•..1' 2 oS: Jrcc:'..e:ns ::;ha-c becar. e ,1r re pr onourced during 

:::-'ro,,. t!:.e ve;r:' onset of '. is ascendancy to t e t .. ror.e, 

ttd lecis_a~ure that had ac ted so frueally und e r t .e infl e .. ce 

Some of the ~inancial problems King 

::?nry VI~I encou~tered were o! h is own making. Hhereas is 

.~r1n~ h.:.s fi~s~ year3 as rnonarc w~s s pporting ca .y types 

' __:;&..ieti~s o \•:: ic .... t: ere was alrr:ost 

::Uord i'o r:t joy w:.·ot8 to Eras ,.us in r-;ay 

c 3 ~y =~asmus, if ·ou coul see how a l: 
t: .. e · :or::. 1 her8 is rc~oic ::..:-,D in t'.1e :;:,ossess.:..on 
; E'O ureat c1 !)2.·irice, I'.ov, !"1is _i.:e is a_ 1 t~ei 
(°!es.ire 1 :·ou coulC: -:ot co:-:tc-::r. :-ou_ ·ea:..~s !o_ 
jo:', C'!}e hec:. ve .s lau,)1, ·che cart!'. "'::ul ts? a _ _ 
thircs ara f 11 of n::..1~ , o: ho~ey and of 
.... ec Cc r ! :.var ice is e}:y-eL .. ed t: .. e coun',2.~y. 
:ib8rali~y scDtters we& th with bounteous 
: .. &.:r.J.. Ol:r ki .:3 does r.ot ,ea,irc ,sold or cens 
or ;:-irccj_ous rnetaL,; 9 but virtua, slory ; irr.1.1ort8.Li ty. 
, , _ C'he ot ... ~-- db.y ' .e wis .ed he \-.·,s r.10 re le.:-,rned. 
::;: sc,i ·, t:-.,:, ~ s ::10 c \•J!l'. t we e ,'pect of :'our 
Grac0 

1 
• ut L .. c:-.. v you wilJ os e2..~ and enc 0·11·2__::e 

le~rne' ~~~. Yea , surely, daid he, fo~ i ndeed 



w~thoti t t· e□ we shou:d scarcely exist at all. 2 

T~1i s el oquen t de scrip°l,.LO of ing Henry VIII must 

r.o.v~ - 2ascd Erc.ts ,us~ . s he ha vi site the royal palace i 
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1 
'-. 99 c;l. d had r::e c t: e y ou 1g prince a t t at time. Eras1. us 

~oo~ adv~ntage o l i s Leeting with the future onarch and 

.,rote a po e::i he de ' L,a ted to Henry" 3 This was the beginnir:.g 

of a 1 o:-ig a _ d pro f itable frie ds' ip for Erasrrus" 

Abso_ut p 0 \1e r of t e mona c_ had ot been fir1 ly 

._,s·_,ablis : e - d u r~n 0 t l:.e reign of Henry VII, but t _e king was 

~he head o~ t he l eci s l a tive body oft e sovernment 9 and 

~he~aZora w s r espo .s ible for the econom·c welfare of the 

:.ou!: ·-r:y. 4- -:.:'he d r s d id not nalrn the laws as they were made 

by God~ a _ d th2 l aw o f nature wis merely a1 expression of 

t~d divi~e aw. ~~i3 waste belief o_ the ajo~ity of the 

'i·::.a ' oc" o ;.' la., consi s"i~e c: royal judges 9 t: e cou ci , 

Thes e groups, wi~h th kin 

"dcc:... a r ed " ·c:ie av!3 of th land • s uper v ised its en~o ce-

.... c;.;.v 

tie~ H~~=~ VIII asc nde· t · et' rone .e i .~ediat ely 

:~~~ ~o sa~ his p :i~ical machi~e ~: order. O.ly a sraall 

.. ir.oz·:i. -cy o f t he E .. s l i s h people ex2:.:-cised any political power 

7 

J~~~ 3 ~~·~d Smi th, Er&s~us . p . 61 
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at all. The power of this perio was reflecte as bein~ 

e·c·.-:2en t~ e kin, and the gentry o Henry VII I was not concerned 

', ::. t:_ ~l::2 di vi.1e la·. ,s as his .:a ther had been, but rather~ 

·co C:o.ninz:.t2 t;he,. and get legislation favorable to h Ii1 passed. 

Ht;,__ VI I's rea.L achieve11 ent was in his ability to draw 

t·1 · 6 e!'!try .:.nto the operatio!'.l of the govern;:ient and i . pose 

upon ttc. a share o the responsibility for his policies. 

Th·0 w s to be reflec~ed in his severance with the churc 

of Roma, w' en a~ evc~y st pint e slow process he had the 

suppo_:··~ of the En,;lish · arliament. 

H cEy v:7- had possessed a desire to have England at 

~he forefro~t as n cco· omic po~er of t~e worl~ ut t _e 

c:1an:;es L che social and eco ... 0:-:1:.c struc-cures prevented him 

":::'.'or;i c:..ch::..evi:t:.6 t ~is desire duri:::.g his ifetime. It ,1as ot 

u:-ic::.- :tis son o\..,c..:.: .. s:: ::..."u:i. · ._ ... that ~he chc:.nge from 2.11 agrari:..n 

.30Ci,_;"Gy to ina~3~r·a1 ad coumercial socie~y became 

p::...•onou.:cc enou0 :1 to ::::·ef 1- c-c i a mone·ca.ry gain of any conse-

~~ the e~onomic sher~ Luther was as conservative in 

the sa~e sense as the tleological. In both te charged the 

:;_:1...~.::, __ anc. s·cate wi t:1 innovation and derr.anc.ed they retu · 

·co .,:-_s 172\,1 Testament and to t e early 1:..ddle Aces~ Europe 

::3.Q :)ec,n azr8.r::._a ... , and t e churc' had b8sto\:e-' the .igh s 

~s~e6n on a3ricu:tu~e and the least on co~me~ce. Thi3 too 

·.:2.s Lut:_cr I s scale of values. .e believe~ t· at i creas d 



er& e only encour&G~d usury Gnd the charging of interest, 

~u ~hict he ~as vio en~ly opposect. 5 He said? 

vne C'ldc~ cannot produce a ~other. The only 
'.1E..:, :, r:ia::e 1..0 .. e:r is to v;ork. ·1on&st ic idle-
1- _..,.::, :::..s "" stc:-:L-h. I.? Adarr: ·_a.d never fallen> 
1.e '.!,)U::..c. s--ci:il have \':o rked at tilling and 
h•~ving. Bacging should be abo_ishcd. Those 
, ~o c&nnoc protect ~hemselves s .ould be 
r .. &i!1t"' in2d by t e co@munity and tr.e rest 
~ho :..1ld \,Ort. T ere is but one exception. 
Tne aged wit. available fun~s rn&y loan at 
~nterBst ot in excess of five per c en0 or 
le~3, depeilding o he success of the enter
prise.6 
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T:.e hsn 0 2 i t e l,onE:tary structure t at was trans

forming much of Eu~o e into capitalistic economies from 

-~r~cultural econo~~es was incompre ensib e to Luther. 

=-:;s ot,rio~s ma .ifesta·cio!:.s, _igh prices and growning dis-

of vl-:2 °:ceed. c.nd u o.r:..ce o s r...fu L. n. This tren is con-

s·~~ent witt his ow~ ,ersonal izdifference to mo ey an' 

to 

.. '-',..,.,~ v ... ..i._ 

means of s bsiste ce ad so ething 

T:-ii.s c:c'Citud .Jas not the p.:·evale t at i ude C:.uring 

II or H2nry VIII 1 who had initially 

2~ausu~L~et c:a ~apita listic tr nd in the English econony . 

3e~~y ✓~: :2d rearranged jurisdictional stratifica~ion 

i~ ord~r tc ~:zpo~ ~ss t~e sh riffs of some of their power . 

·~
1:-.:..s :J'-' ":..· :."' convey0d. to the justices of the peac \•1ho 

5\•J._::.ter I. Br dt (Ed.) , Luther's \forks . Vol. 1;-5, 
~:jo 2~4-•5 ♦ 

"ai;~tor. 9 Here I St.3.nd . p. 237 
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\/ere ch2L'Sl.!d. 1·1i tt -c: e responsibility of arresting criminals 

~~ seeing ~nat the ki 3 1 s or'ers were obeyed. Local disorder 

i.::.vcsted •.,~·c:.:i.:1 -~r.e ,o,::ers of ·\jhes e j 1 st:.ces of the peace 

6~ple a• t~ority to oai~tain lnw and order? This form of 

0 0,ern~cn ~as not without i·s det i □ents , cases of justices 

axtorti~0 larg sums o! money from offenders bein0 comLon. 

i..~en He::-iry VII I enforce procla ations against 

e;:'-'losu::e, .::.:-. , s':ee:p raising that li, ite t' e amount of land 

·-h~t coul be enclosa· 1 the uLber of acres that must be 

.... ul -ci v2.ted nd t' .e • u, 'oe of s. eep tha t could be ra · .:3ed on 

e.counted tiificu_ties wit' these justices of 

the peace. ~a~y of t:e justice~ ~nose responsibility it 

i/2..S to :.'cg ,::.at an enforce tne proclaL&tio 1? were the 

cmc::.osu2as. 

oi -ch~ -vJal powe::0 being transmitted all the way throu~h 

tl1.:. various govel"':::-1.nen tal lev ls dow 1 to the subjects. He 

~& 1 a v~-Y goo~ rela~ionship with parliament? re~aining it 

~s a fu:-.~cio_1 of \,· _e oyal council that acted as t: e grand 

Int· c p~rli&m nt-c~amber sat only the lords spirit

~al and te~Jora:. T~ere ware two a rchbis ops, nineteen 

pp. 19LJ. -5 
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.sal -ur._ 2·;-::r a·cLend·-·dc Ti1e co mr. oners were also admitted to 

the ,~rliame tat this time and 1ad become an integral part 

o!: i-:-, ·I-:1.:::y wer-J ele ctcd by the we· l t· y traders a d crafts-

.. :2., o.:: c __ eir t0'.::1s. 'I:r-..ey v:ere represented in parlia .1e t 

by~ 3p2a~0r, butt. eir influence increased treme dously as 

. . ~ t . 1· . . d 8 
~~e eco~o□ic 1ac o~ in po 2t2cs increase • 

of tl1e CCJ;moners \/•3r8 later to becor. e the weal t .y 

trad~rs a~d merch~nt class du ·i ,g the reign of Henry VIII. 

~~~3c ~209:e had nig~ted into the large citi0s fr □ the 

fa::.::m,:; 8."1d oega. to learn trades and skills other than farm

i::.;. So::1e ,;erz so succ ssful t ey were able to open sCTall 

sl:.o:_:.3 2~1d s ·ca,_ ted dea_i. .. g in var· ous tra 'i g cornmo · i ties. 

Le.;islatio:1 un 'er He ry · vr- wc:..s predor;-i:L a .. tly a· med 

vo establish goc.:l orc..o.:- ar:d -co cont::::o_ -cr&de a~1d industry. 

Cne fo~~er was ~o s-c~e~G~hen i3 co tro~ ~hrougt the counci 

and ~ c1s•~ices of ·c :--ie p-:;o.cc. T'1-2 l 1.;:.c- · ........ ::; '-o stre gthen his 

co:1t!"ols ov,2;::.:· ·.:;~'3.d~ a.:-.• .:.1 dus·cry ~ a J. t 0 2::1creas his inco e. 9 

Eco:;.01uic legislation favor-=:d the trader and merchant • 

.--!enrJ; 2. ;. e::-c&:.1tili.s·c, set -che i terest o ... th-= me:rc: a!lt 

c,.,::,ove t·:.: .. .-c o:: -.:;h.:; ir.div:_ ual tr&de:c~ and he set t 

o~ t~e ~~~~ractLrer hove ttat of the consuLler. 

,.., 

inter st 

,e restrain::.d 

O?raserved S~ith, The A~e of -che R< ~ormati0., p. 517 



.:-.:1 : ... o -e~1er:. 'n -.,ly opposed alien imports thD. t would take 

~10n2y OLC of L s l aad 1 without E glish xports to counte~-

b lan: t~e trnda. 

:;:o:,. arli&□ e:i. tary gr-an ts; 

~~·.J.1 ttc: ..:a~: .. 3 o s '1i· es and town3; and fro, money they 

r.c:c:e::. r0 i'-:o ... t:_c cGu1:ch •10 I: addition to t' ese ~u ds, 

:-:.:._:.:-y ~·r1: !l&d vas a .. 10u~1ts o.,.: rever.ue cor:2ir:g i t: rough 

~~~~eon a large scale uired capital, and capit2 

i~ves~ed i~ trade returned a safe and profitable i vestment. 

U..;u:::.··y l.0.v1s \! .ich ha~ .. pere, sue:: ir:v0strnents were either 

Tte ~tnics o clarging interest beca ne 

i~ected at c~~tai1 com~on fi ancial 

·c:-.c ·ay ~ wh icn : e co: t'-' __ d d wer usury~ practices 

cted 

co.-r~ ~e~poral coods . mhese goods were to be necessities 

1--..... ...;: c::.L.d1..- 1 r.:9~1y for..:s of "cxt::::-&s 11
• I-:e Le::..ieved it was 

:I~ Cco r~,3 , 
120-01 
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..J.:..n .tc2l ;, 2.nc ·~taus to dasire too ra&ny worldly possessions • 

The ~eco~( pa~~ o~ the works is devoted to a le Jgt: ly dis -

11 his lollo·.-1 rs. 

The com~on pract ice of a tenant using an owne}s land 

..... :id ::.yiL.3 a pe:- e .. ta;:;e of t·~e y ield of livestock or produce 

as 3 re~1tal becar.,e a form of usury to Lut _er .. st .e practice 

b ~aDe t: e chief a~ ulti1ately t e most prevalent medium of 

exchan.c;e, t. e rnagni t ude of its "si· .fulness II be came incre&sing

:_y r::o e __ :r~)o.!' ;:; a:it to Luthe ... ., In The Lonr; Serr..on on Usury, 

Luthe.r has ·-he iollo\:ing to say · regarding usur-y c:.nd trade. 

Tha holy gospel, now that it' as corae to 
:.:.0 -;riJ? rebu :es and i--eveals all the 111:10rks of 
da:c~:nes~ 11 as St" Paul calls them in Ro; ans 
:3 (:12). For i is a brillia . t light, whic 
illu. iines -cr_e w:1ole wo.:c-ld and teac:12.s ho1·1 evil 
~re ~ne :or~s o f he world, and shows the true 
\:O.!'~:s we 0~~~1t to "o for GJd ac.d our neig .. bo_. 
~s a r:su:.~ cvan sorae of the mc:chu, ts have 
b,~e.i a\'/2.:~0_1ed and become m,are t hat in their 
trading J&~J a wicked trick and hurtful fi
n3~ci~l practice is i~ use. I~ i s to be feared 
·c:-l0."C tte \·1or-d.s of Ecc esiasticus apply r.er3, 
n~n~ly, th.~ me rchan ts can hardly be without 
s~J (Ecc:.us. 26:29). In·eed, I thi~k St. Paul 1 s 

.yi~~ in -r;~e last ctapter o the first epistle 
-co ·.!:'.:..,i,o·cny fits -r;, e case 9 "The love o f noney 
is t.1e root o:~ al l evils,: ( I 'i1L:1. 6: 10) ~ and 
-~ ;c.in, "'}:hose \Jho es ire to be r.:.ch fall i . to 
~he devil's snare and into many L.seless and 
hur~ful desires tla~ plunge man into ru·n and 
perdi'cio~-.. 11 r I T.::.m. 6:9)o 

-'- pp. 235-8 



: suppose that y writinc will be nuite 
-·· Vi ·• 1 bee 1L. he r.1isc ief has go .. 2 so f&.r 
a~d hcts completely gotten tte upper hand in 
~11 lacds; and because those wto ucders"Gand the 
~o~p0l are p:obably able in such easy, external 
·c 1in~·s -co juC.0 e :tor th1:.,nw~lves H1a·c is fair 
c:>.:d \.' .• E. c is not, or. ·::. .. e ba.sis o::: their O\tn 

cuj,-.lsL-~e.~c\_; o ::~-,c:.r-theless 9 I ho.ve been as: ed 
·.:1G L,l.~t:,:;d to touch 1...cpo:1 these fin.s.nc ial evils 
2n e:~po.:;e so" e of t er.1 so that, even thoug 
t~0 ~aio=i~y may .o~ wish to do right, at 
leas\; sc. · 2 p2ople-hoi-1ever f 2w they are- ay be 
eliv~red from the gaping jaws of avarice. 

For it must be that a:r:ons the rr.erchants, as 
c.::10:~~ otter p8ople 9 here are sone who belong 
to Cir~st ~.d would rather be ooor wi th God 
th.::i., rL.:h 11i th the devil, as Psalm 37 ( : 16) 
s&ys :• 11 :::::t is better for "Ghe richteous to have 
a li "· -cle t:,a.n to . ave the great possessio s 
of t:::1:: ,-:icl:ed II 

Q 12 

L,.Q 

To Lu~her, a~y form of profit or interest constituted 

~ criticized t e Ca~· olic 

.sys -Ct,r:l be..;a:. to c.isi.. ~c~:._-·a t and lost its si!Tlplicity and 

lando,,ners of rights to 

; .. -:!::o:ci(., :. s;;rst;c; .:::.:-o,: cult.::. vc1te le:.. ds to enclosed sh8ep 

----------
l2 

PIJ. 245-6 



, -~t.io •• u' rir:~ the r e i gn of Henry VI:::Io Of t he lands tha 

\ ~r"' ,.Ou cc. v~rt2c. to :-'. eep ranche s 7 the rcrr.a. inder was 

i~~s ~n~ dcniea ~~e s~all land o~~ers a cces s to their roperty 

·.·:hen p&sse.[';'c ove_ \,l:.e.ir l a .d \Jas eces a ry e T e l arge 

l~nd own~~ was prim-ri:y c oncern ed with t.e profitability 

o: t:;.2 L. nd, a:.1d. no-c \J i th t he ri 2;L cs of others. l3 

_he cncl0su1· s of 1. arior · n l l ands i. t o s he ep r anches 

;rov~_ed Englan wi~t _a r ge quan t ities of wool wtich b came 

-c:. __ ~·::.nc i pa l co ,,mod i t,y o r the a rly trading companies. T' e 

~bu~d&~ce of fine ,oc: u ~ a tly e hanc ed the growt of th 

.J; Eenry v:1 the export o1 11 c : ot h 11 ros f · o. about 85 ~000 

.v 120,COO clot~0. Tte a· nu a figu r e was u pwards of 98,0000 14 

c:o~h because ~o~· c: t~e buy~rs of l arg2 quantities Wfu t e 

cloth ~e~e exportad to new ports t hrouc· out t he wo rldo ?rom 

-~~arl Eo : l, ~~e Cultural Si~~iticance c ! the 
rt. :s_ A, _,:..c . o pp. c J-: 

- . . -1.c::ic, O'.). c:i_t., p. 462 
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.,·: ,'.e itsc:)....' c::..e,,r of loci:-1.l r2strj_ctions a ct becone a la:::-
0

e 

·,:it.: . '1cl2.s0-le :'.)-~oductio11 Ccne the use of sinple 

~ercta~t in ~1- )Ol~tical tre~~ies with othe~ countries. 

also :nd _e~islatio~ passed regllatinc t:e ownerstip of 

v~ :el2; t~~ n&tio~ality and n .iber of sai ors t~at could 

-... .. oc.-:,t--3 o..: :;hos.:: co .. :iodi"cies ti.1:..,~ could be :~ported and 

~½ually as concer~ed for t~e w8lfare 

C /8 
v I 



'3 

2;f2~t3 of the ~•il Eay Day riots of 15 7 was to .arde. the 

~~~ ~o t~~ac b~t to wo~k 9 action at lRst was taken; an act 

~p,r2ntices, limite· ~.e n~illber of jour eymen w· om they 

keep, ;lace~· h~~ un(e~ ~he su ervision of the native gilds 

~ ~ 7 .,_h t .. . i th . 16 a~ COSp8i_er 0 am O pu ~ Sp Cl8_ a r~S Upon _elr wares. 

Because the above act was not e~~orced rigidly nd 

violations becane nume~cus, a new act was errbodied into e 

s~at·tes in 1529. It pecified that: 

:.lieris \•1ere now peri. i tted to keep only two 
al~en serJdnts; ~hose exercising haadicra~ts 
ve~e ~o pay all c arces that subjects had to 
pay? ~~a were to asse~bla only in t.e 1alls 
ol ~hei~ s vera l compan:es ; all were to swear 
al l a3ianc _ to tho kin3; denizens alone we~e 
~o set up shops, · n all provisions of the ~ 
stavue of 152j were confirfied and made perpatual.i7 

r~e rizc of c~p.:..t&lisr, i Englcind p~ovided the small 

b -ai~cssrna~ anj la!d ov~er w~t~ p~oblems that were u. com~an 

·.:;o ·0:~-:m. Tho .3,T:& ::.. l _a: ' own 0 _ had ' ee_. acct:.storned to produce-

to 1:... ve 0:1. C111e i -cei. s -:; ey id o·c raise they coul barter 

,·:.:..t:1 other .tarr •. 2rs foru 13 \'!. th t' e a vent of the 11 mo~,ey 11 

.Jco:-.o ay, : u3t 0:, a.l_ :. a:, ownc_ s \Jere forced to seek .s.ddi tional 

i!.Can o.:.· .r:a~:in__; a _ivin6 b · cause their meage::- crops v,ould 

-? ac "l.-:. 
• ...... lj 

18. v· ~ • "" L. ':!:';~r·Lpp > 'I11e ?0.c.;rcha:1·- C::i_ass of I-:2d '.cvs.l 
:01~cn. pp. 47-8 



no loL~cr .~oduca ~dee ate foo·, nor could ttey trade with 

oc~er s~nll la~ o~~c~s w· o were also producing i adequate 

~tese Jra~ll far~s were u .able to raise e.ough crops 

)~~·:ncn · ~o ....... services rc:nd r cl \,rith money. 'I'b.us t.:~e transi tio . 

. :t:::·o .. , a 0 shar)" 1:;;Conomy to a ".10.ney 11 econo.y took p.Lace. 

The s,n2.ll merchant anG. tra "esma. Has faced wi· h uch the 

same problems beca~se he o lo~ger cold t_ade with a fellow 

shop 01~er or sma_l manufacturer for goods needed, but · 1st a 

was r~_iir d to purctase with mo1ey the 1-e .s eeded to 

Lu·c: e_ \-J ::, as vehem ntly op;,:>osed to the tradi e 

~o:c.fJc.Lies &s e iJas to &11 other for. s of C' pi talism. Of 

o,- ·ch~ ·cr.::.d :.r..s cor .. l ... cie.::. I oue;h·c to say 
a gocc. c. 1al ~ tut ·che 1.v"10:::.a subject is such 
a 00-:; c,:.;, ____ 0.::.s pie of o.vs.r-:...2-e ar cl Hrongdoin,,; 
-c;:-.a. c c~1 :::2 is . ot. ins in i "G ·::;_ at can be dis
c~.s~ -~ \:i·-::i a good consc:.....ence. \·/ho is so 
~~u)~d th the cannot ae~ jhat the trading 
co□panies are ~o~ni~~ but pu~e uonopoli s? 
I•: _n the tei. poral _aus ... the heat .er.:1 forbid 
· _3m z.s op3L2.;:; hHrmfu. to the \•Jho_e ,.o:clds 
~o say ~-_,J"-;t..'..:1g of <U vi1 e right a,:d Christian 
~~'-':,:" ..:: ...... ,_ con .col all con, i1odi ties, de2-l in 
~: 3Ll &st ~y piease 9 a.d practice witho~t 
co.1.:;e.:..h.~:-:i-c all t:,e tricks t'1at ha re been 
r.e.itio~18do Tney rai::;e or 10\ver prices at 
r)~i::- p_easure. They oppress and rui. all 
~~a small busincssme~, l:.ke the pike "G' e 
-~ttle :ish int .e wate~, just as if t,ey 
i10~e lor--:s O' ~=- God I s cr1.:-.:,tures and :.me u e 
~r 2 all tha laws of faith and love.2-9 
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~he inc::-2a~;ed ·.,~alt o t e tr .... d · ne companies, r.ierchant 

c:esses an guilds was oDfset y t e decline in wealt of tte 

All was not well with 

:ic:1r·y \:a.., a 'orceful adr.1:... istrator. He maintained too 

e~t~dv~ 0 &n~ a court and large suns of money were spent fool

ist.l;;·) thus caus:::.n:; a dr .f:.ci t i the governmen-cal fu ds. He 

r,J.d ··· _o.:·0 d.i. i zed th0 ar::1y, equip ed i -c wit new weapons, and 

sp .. 1t larce 3u;-.1s on modes of t.::-a sporting ,:;hese armies 9 He 

'Quilt t:1e iirst permanent royal navy 9 vi ich ha cleared the 

coasts a~d 2nglish Charne of pirat s. But he taxed ta 

peop:e to the l~ra:::.t oi tolerance, repeatedly reduced the 

,a::..thJ ol the currency, conf:.scaf;ed private prop rty on mino=· 

p::-e-c ·:cts, d-.);:iandcd 11 co .. .1"cributions '', renounced his debts, and 

had dev0:.oped. t:.i.E.. E:1..;lish ecoz:orny in t . e hope that it \ 1ould 

A ricll~u~~ ~as in a ~ap_~ ssion. Serf~0r was prevalent, 

b .... t eco.:-:o. ico.lly d.etr:.rnental to i:; .c crown. Enclosures or 

doubled 

~te re; ·cs of t. eir ·c e ar. ··-s o the g _·o nd of 

:::-.::.s:..' )r·:..ces ~ '-· ." rE:lus2d to re::-.eu expiring 1 ases. 1an-' 

c..i::.,:,uss-:;ss0C:. ~e, .:..nts ::1ad-3 their \Jay to the la 'g cities in 

1cis problem became so acute that 

.. o.::·': .,_, ... :cer o., 1.2 lc::.rge fan1.J that ~1ad been ac uL.~c · by the 



we&lth people. ~uring the period of transition the small 

as=arian land owner was the one who suffered the most from 

the changes that took place in the English econo, y. 

46 

While the co~me~cial and indu3t-ial economy of E.3land 

,:as~ :f2ring from over-taxation and a transitional change 

.from tnc. "sr~ re" to :oney ~ the vast weal th of t 1e Ca tho1 ·· c 

church was increas i g. T,is tre~ ndous i~crease in the wealth 

of t1e Ca~.olic church w s primarily the results of the church 9 s 

~c - 1sitio. of larse areas of land surrou ding their monea-

tiarie:s 2. · the enclosure of these lands to ,ake large farms. 

·.tit, tl e ci-u:-ch s exemption fro:, taxatio , t. ey were able to 

co~pound t:eir wealt~ t us becoming the largest holder of 

acreag i:: t'.2 cot.m~ry. 

Tr.ere · .. ,erG ::;2.. ly p opl in :2:ngl n \•1 10 believed t ,e 

cr. rch ,,,&s act.1.r~g too ·Gempo:.. al y i acqu.:.ring all this land, 

&r..:1 t~1 - 11 :ioly fc.,c:::..ers 11 were concernini; tber.1sel ves r:iore with 

teJpore_ ~ha~ spiri~ual matters. Tis complai ~ ~as coJ_on 

throug~ou~ Europs an· Luther and rasmus both plead d for 

a. retu:.~n to sniri tual , .. 2.tters 9 and more cone rn for the 

112l.:are of t· ,e ....,oul nd less concer·~1 for the welfare of the 

body. 

...;lither had be 1 advocating the conplete se aration 

cf chu~c~ an· sta~e throueh revolution. Erasmus in· is 

=~~titu~io ?rinc~~~- Christiani asserts the divi e right o_ 

~-i.._::;s ~ a.::1c. sta. t~.s that ,!the e is no ·uty y th0 perfor:na::: of 

~~~~h o~e can ~J~e secure the iavor of God t,an y maki.c 



01;.0.s0lf a p2="·irlce use~ ul to t: e p.:::ople 11 
0 
20 :e believed t'_e 

ru:cr was good, not because he vas a kin 0 by divine right, 

r.ov bccaL.:;e l:e C."C. derive his aut:_ority fro, the churc , 

bu\, ~-::..rrqly because n.e ,:as to do li duty as a .1a 'n t e 0-

~i tio.1 _., life to 1.1hich he had oeen cal_ed. Eras 1us further 

~elic~~~ that the ruler shoul be above the people and should 

r,3,;-,ove ·_ims0lf from thei.:::- opi ions 9 s it uas "low, co ;imon 

-~d u~wortty o! hi~ to fe~l with the people 11
•
21 It was not 

::is d(,:;si:;:·c tha·c the 1\)eople II be w_;_ thout the gospel, but 

~a~her ~~~t ~iey bee ucated first in ore ~hat they might 

s~~red ~~~to 1 s belief that t e uler or kings ould be the 

r·l r w s ~o i -

te=pret the ~s2a~:g o · ~he ac~iptures and covey t _ is me_ 

::, . .J, \/hcz·s,2.s to Lut: er t:_2 "true ue.y II was ref or To Eras s 

rsu sion; Luter 

~0:li.~ and :r&uds of those who rofessed ~o serve t! a cturc~. 



~he bu~no~ satirized follies of all ~inds, t e stude. t for 

: . .:s sic:-::y look? the 3:r.s.rn::1arian for his self-s tis ~action? 

-.:;_·_c:: pi:~L.o:;cp .'2-.:..~ for :-:is quib ling, the s_po::-tsm& for ' . is love 

cf ~11:'..ins, -che supe::-3titious for his b~lief in the virtues 

--co ·c:...8 v _r,:i. Ho..cy, ar~d t:1r2 sL .1. e:c fer- r.is foolish. ess in 

"t, :..:i.ev:.:::g :... · arc.ans .s.:-i i .du2.,s0nc2s. Folly could laugh 

&t those ~to calculated with matha1 atical preci ion the 

:n:..~.:oc:: of ears, cve::i months an hours t at s soul 1, ust spe. 

in yl.lrsatory. :t lau._:;bs a so at t ose uho foolishly thought 

t::ey cou la erase a \·:' .ale li ~e of s i 1 with the purchase of 

..... n i· .dulz;e.1ce o 

But 1./1. t ,:;he.::;_ I sa:,.. of t_ ose t at flatter 
t:1e~r.s1S:'..ve.., w:.-c. che /.~c=,;:: . .::..:1.t delusio~1 t iat 
·t: .. ,:;~' c.::n s-·an-c )::.:-do.1s _'o:i:· v.:..n ~ and wno 
mGas8re out the p2rio~~ of purGatory? as 
.: -·- l / ~ ....... , . ,; .,_ ,, - ~ r e 'D • ..... -, - O _._ i ....,. OU .L 
...i....V .~..t...';, ,,-1...V.i. ... '..J- ... ·•--1.J._1..;;'-'CU'J.,'''_,l, -.:::, V 

ce:.:.·cciries ~ 2'-Ja_~s, ::ion-chs, ays, ours, as 
i:: by- a , &t..!".~~"-·.-cical table: v::1ere t' ere 
cou:d b~ ~c JO~~ibility o: e~ror? Or of 
\:;:1c.:;2 \the, ·c:.~~ . ...,ti g -co c~:.:.··cain lit·cle 
r..:,;ic mar::._. 2., d prayers ·,:.._ -c.1 so ... .: ~):'..ous 
i,-::pos-ce:c L1ve. ted either :or a .it.;.Se, .. ent 
or with a vie~ to 6&in, pro ,ise th~.salves 
\teo.l th, her.ours, ple&sure , abu~:d.s. .cc, un
:a::.ling h~a:th? and & greca old age, and 
::.n t:le othe:- \!Or la a seat _ ext to Christ 
~- __ .0e:f-- •. ic.1, 'oy -ch::: \·:ay ~ they \i'Oul .ot 
\1::..s' -co reach fo~ ct long -cimc yet; that is, 
!:.Ot till t.t.8 p :ao.su::-"'s o::': t iis li.r.'e, hO\:cve:
nuch as -ir:st t::eir ,Jill and ow8ve_ closely 
th~J may have cl~ng tot .. )~, s all nevert.t.e
:'..~::.,.s ::-1~ ·e i'loirn---~he.1 t:12y uould \1ish those 
taav2nly Joys td fo:low. Eere is a mo.n-
~&y a m~rc.cn·, or a soldier o a judge--
'\!: o ·~:.ir1~:s tl1a·c out of :Jayr.1en t o: a si gle 
co:'..~ out of ~i.3 rob· eries, all -cha vile.ess 
'-'-' ~:.s l_fe ,:ay o ce fo_ all b1:,; S\/cpt e.w3.y, 
~nd i~~3~~cs that ~o Q~ny perjL~ies, usts, 
fi -cs of · ru. lce!l"1ess 9 so maDy qt... r:::-E..1.s ~ 



i .. )ostu:r·2"'. perri ies ~ &c-cs 0.1 reachery ? 
c~~ be re~~cme~ as by co1tract--aye, so 
.r3C.veme 1 -c •• c.,t he m&y ow r tur 1 to ew 
:cou::d of c ..,i,r.e. 22 

e WctS 

o: i~dul3s~ces chac ha 'en aut rized by po e Leo X. 

:'.::::-c.::.; •. , ,:.., ,:as a : ... i€1'1d o.f the pope 2nd as a ways d i d not 

i: tc:1d to er·:.. ticize t: e ·po e or t. e octrinGs of t ' .e churc h. 

~0 baliev d the practices of~ e c _ergy in allowi::ig uc1 

..;::j ns;s to occur was too lo.x and not in keepi:1g wit' t. 

Er<lsmu~ desired &n awakening of the clergy 

t'_rou5:1. t _12 - i ter~tu:. .. e ne a. d ot' ers wrote~ in order that 

C:.,:;;stroyed.. 

~~e :11s of t~e r~y-- in Church ad State-
~is dia~aosis reduc~· to o~e c~use, and that 
Hcls ignorance 9 ignora. c~ o!: w:w c C =-ist tau6 h t, 
=-c·10:... ... E:;_ce o.::· u:1a t the B::.ble mea_-::. ·c, .:..sno:::'a!1c -
of uh.:. t .::;.r<-, .. t c ont _--ib t.:..o::is the G:... ... ee:-s: and 
~a~in hcd ~ade to the educatio~ o! t _e hu,a. 
race. Tiese evils ~0Jla a:1 be cur~d by 
~:no' :cd0e, a:, it v.'as his dut•· to .s pply 
:.t 0 23 

·0~2 no..i•h'si-.;; of t'·,_ people as ·chcy pu:::-chase relig::..ous reli~s 
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ro1s h~d pr0nounc~· ~il Saints day as the day forte sale 

1 o::: C,J.;._•..:.s t, cc:.:-ti.:::i ed to have pie.:-c d t· J.e 2a vior I s 

-'.::duc2 "')u::.::;s. tory by 1 ).'.,-Ll-3 years. The collectio· also · ncl de 

o,-.:. ·cuo-c::i o.: Sc. J;:n•or. 2 1 of' St. c:: rysostor:i four pieces, o_ 

s~. Der~a~d six, a.d of ~. :u0 ustine four; o Our Lady 

a~d sc~e~ frum the vei~ sprinkled with the blood of Christ. 

T~a r~lics o: Christ inclu ed o . e iece rom his swaddling 

c:othas, t~ir~2en lru- ~is crib, OJ. e wi p of straw, o e 

i~co !is ha~d~; o~e piece of b~ea c~te~ at the Last Supper, 

o:1e piece c::: the s1;or..c o~. ,.,hich Jesus stood "co see· d into 

._)\,.,.,,._.:., '-'- C:'USad-.JS • 

device proved so pro~·t-

• 0 71 
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Pope Leo X aut~orize the sa e o~ indulge.ces during 

~h~ ~efor~ation o o~tain fu.ds to build a cathedral in 

'10u.E: tr:.e bones o St~ .Peter. To t: is Luther Said: 

_20 rev~Gu:s o_ all Christendo1 are bein~ 
~uc~ed ia~o this i~sa~~able ba~ilicac The 
G.::.:.: ... ,....__1s lau-'.:)1 at cc..lli:ne; this tl-,8 comr,1on treasu J.. e 
ol Ctrist2~~0L. Before long ~11 ~he churches, 
r,3.~2.ces 7 \,2.::.ls, and br·i c;os of Ro.-.e \Jill be 
cuil --c out; of 0\1r mo:1ey ~ ,irst of all \.;2 should 
rear li •~ng temples, next local churches, 
a~c nly last of all St. Pater's, 4hich is 
no·~ i1-.:!CE:..:,.3c1z-·y for us. V!e Germc:ns can. ot 
a~te~d St. P ter's. Be--cter that it shoul 
r.evsr be btc..'..l·c than that ou.:.:· c.::-·oc' _ial 
chu~chas -hould be d-sDoilcd. ~he pope w uld 
do bett~~ to ap;oint o~e ~ood pas~or to a 
ch\.. re·. tl:.r..~1 ·co conf e:::- ir:d 1lgenc2s upon th<:.;·, 
allo ~hy doesn 1 t the pope build th basilica 
o~ St. Pc - ~r out of his o.m money? He s 
ric: er ~~ctn Crotsus. Ha woul do bett r 
to sells~. ?~ter's a~d give the oo .ey to 
th2 )OOr .:.'o::..!-: 1.·:--io are b8it'G fleeced by the 
::e.'1>::cr·, of i:1ci.t..:::..3cncc3..., -.:..:: t:ie pupc: :·new 
"c~1G 1..,· ~ctio:1.s oi' -ctefc v\..,::i··ors~ i.e would 
:.---.__ 'Cl.c]_' -ch.8.t s·c. ?et2:..~' s s~ould lie · . ashes 
th~n t~&t i~ snoula be built ou~ oft: bloo 
..., -.al ' -; "" of ·,1· c· • 'neep 25 '-"•• ... _ ...... u. •J. ~ .::, 0 

pope; hi~ ju:c:-::..sc.ic·c:::.o. over pu:.. ...,atory; _ is aut ori ty to 

e be lieve "i~d.ulg ~ Cv.3 

, .::ce ::.arn:ful -co ~n2 O\J •• ...,r becs.usE.. th y im ec.ed salvatio .. 

nt ir.ducin~ a false se~se of security • 

.::,u_ cr:.~Sc; ::x::.rdon I s clic.. •. 0t receive the ..'..:::dulg r.c2 o:f -c~1e 

p. 30 
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po;e but t~e ind~0 ~ation o God. Indul3e .ces are cost 

).;r.1icious b"c:w.3e th2y in uce co:nplac:::::.~y and ther by in:-

p..:ri 7 s.s,::..--.:i. tion. ':'hose p0rso:1s are do.1:::::ed ·.rho think tr..at 

_-:_ .,"._".'.:'s of i.r-.J tJ_:;oric:: .. s.kc t e;m -:: ~ta.in o..f salvo.tion. 1126 

L- ·c. '"':c )::',c,ac:1ed agai1.st tile sale of ir.dulgenc'3s on 

..... a:ly occasions" ::e 'id not specifically attempt to educat -:. 

t~1s ::..__;::.oraTit people i,:10 \·Jere pure • .:..si .g t e indulg nces, but 

' t' .::.e :'a ue..... c ose to denou ce the pope a.d otr. r clergy or 

t~air sale, ~uthe::- attacke~ the spirituality oft· e pope, 

ace '.,.nr..g . irr, o: 1'sten.li.ng II rom vhe poor peopl e of Ge::- 1a 1y 

&~d t:.e rest of Europe, in or r to satis!y is ow, coveto· s 

H8 becLrae mor2 pronou. ced ~~ his ttacks on the 

Japal authority until h2 could 6o~tain hi□self ~o longe r a~d 

~~ · -~acked the Goctrine oi tho c . re: in his iinet~-~ive 

.:; :s i1:1ict \'1as r.a::..:::..c. _ o.-: -c:1e door of th Castle C rch in ----

I:evo .LUtion \•.'as e'. ery•.•:h21··e o Soc:'...a l , econo::1i c a:-id 

v:.c...:.::· places ·;E.2d :cadicc..l new theories c.n-" io.c"cs that were 

:~o~~n~ in .B2y c ses ~o be good for the cou.tries, and 
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T~e ch rch no lon~er appear to be a divine_y 

It seemed r athe r to be a human 

::. ... ..., ·ci tut.:;,.on \.'£-..Ose :ncrr.be::::-s did not practic~ the di vi e 

ri~teeou3n~ss hey preachedo The spiritual security soug:~ 

by those wto adhcr·d s~ric~ly to the doctrine oft e c _urch 

w~s not p:::esen ·- ~ 

i:::::c c·.u ch was not L-:. a":Jy moral ositio to conde::rn 

1:-.yoen becaus,3 s tai:a.ards of □orality was not sufi-

icien~ly above reproach. In too many cases the clergy had 

vio latad its 3acr~d laws before the public. 28 

The r latio s between the pope and t e heads of 

c;over;:r1:2nt i.1ad COi ·"' to ue more an' more secular 1 and most 

of their correspondc ce was relat C to pensions, revenues, 

a~; ma te:::-s o~ mo,etary · ter st. 

a lowances were 1-::ade as 11 favors II to ·;:;i:,,~ :-:.~- ds of state? 

was co 1t .. 7 to the spiritual laws of the c_urc ~~ 

I~ o~e the:::e had dGvcloped - regular ecclestic 1 

nac~1ine ·.,he:::-cby a ca:...·o...:.r:al attend d to the necessary busine s 

o ficials and collectors 9 some of whou obtai _ed hich po-

.:,:..tio~s i: t'.e governments. T:1e r lers v1ere able -co s-cure 

advance1:1ent ''01."" thei:."' 1ominees who li ewise would estoH 

uy:,on ·::;?":. .3~:. a favor in return o Gra ... t and corru.ptioa L . ig_ 

o ... f:i..ce.3 of v_i(:, c:·rnrc:-. ~1ad co-:.e to be ali.:ost syno .yr.-:ou.s in 

:- O.:iSE:, Tt~ Refor~~tion . p. 65 
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~id p:evai:ing attit de oft: e Qajority of the people of 

~-e~a were other factors of i.portance in t.G shapi .g 

o_ 2't·citucles to1.-1ard the _·o~.w.n c _urc: • There w re 9 for 

.:xa.n p::.e, the sc-cc: ~led r.:.ortua:;:-y f 2...,s o T~1ese fees were dues 

·'or buri&l in t: e consccra ted ~ra v yards, w.nich also incltidec. 

~ha burial so¼ns. These fees were not extremely ·s~ but 

~~e ~a~n2r ·n 1hic' they were co 1 ct d was offe_sive to 

;-;, __ ,:1y. '2.1::ese fees were c..ernand d at the wrons time, so:- ,etimes 

u."C the very gru ve o.f the cleceased. Tr1ey car. e at the wrong 

•ci .. :8 1 w::.i.er. on Rich rd Hunne, a prosperous Londo 1 n erchant, 

atoo: by an watched a thieving prisst s _atch thE wi .ding 

sheet rom the o·y of his dea- baby. Eu~ne, Enraged, broustt 

su~t to rccovero He lo~~ his suit, carried the ~at~ -r 

corr~i~tcd s ·ic:de) but a Lo doi coroner 's j, y said it was 

Whi e sJiri~u- and t mporal ondit:ons of tle 

Catholic churc 1 w rsened t roughout Eu:.:-o::::~ ~ Eras.:ius a:i 

::::,u'c:_er conti:r.ued their S:' ora 'ic war of words. 'I'hi3 ve::-bal 

i·c never coJr,plet":..y divorced itself oi the0e ac·cor:-s, t_ eir 

29 ...., ,.., - ~ · 1 - P l . . . 1 Go~yers ~eaG. Socia ana -O. 1t1ca 
~; :~sh Refo:.:-matio~. ~p. 2~-5 



~ite::-r,::.., critici.s,, o:: each other e, compassed al ,10st every 

ir:rportant issue o:f: the leforrnatio 1. 

On. s ~·veral occasions 1 L utk:::r and Eras~1 us were near 

2)":."'oac:, to a solutio!1o For 1,11e ·os~,atic, forceful Luthfa"' 

revol~ and refor~ wa~c his favorite means of achievi~g his 
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d.s~i=·zd s0aL For Erasr::us? the quiet scho ar~ the intellect 

ual apJroach est served his~ rposeo 

\·ll e~-:. Era.:..., ... us 1.1:-ote ·1is 1ia trj_be on the FreG •/ill 

"n~offiised lcind 11
, ~s se~t copies of the manuscript to 

tLe :;:,uk,3 of Saxo.1~,.,. 1::.\,: a note st· tin6 he .1ad ·.ot written 

pr.:..:..sing Erasmus' Ho· .· and 

:Zr:.:i.s: .. us ~.rritc a r-eplJ ~ Era~,r:us ever ::::-c;,:;...:.e· to th.:.s piece 

OJ..·" ·- +-' i . +. 31 ~•un~r S wrlvlng. 

OpiniOI:. Of t 10 . • 0 tr. C8 ------------
L:.11, Li.,~tr:.e::· r.s:ril:::. d that he "cou G. h2rd.::..y ge·c b yor.d the 



a .an u ~ 32 

7 ~ctvi~G caus8d t ,e paasa. t's revolt. 

- ,.. _.._ ..., 

6 

:.y \Ii th tne ::le. ~o:c::1a tion novcff:er,·c a!'d talces K:..16 Henr y ·111 1 s 

side in h"s leu with L tler tat had er1 ted rga i1 . 

Altho~:h =ras~us had pl a i l y stat d h :.s pos i t ion of 

0p90~~~~ t~e Ra:crmat~o~, some modera~es ot both s i des sought 

He wad present at t· e g~-at 

:.h:-i-:-ic.. 1 s report .. , \•;hie' _e t i t l e - tte D: alcc-:ua , 

eresy, and cited .im t o appea~ e ~o~a 
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the pope. The Dialogue was forwarded to Cardinal Cajetan, 

the papal lega te who was attending the Diet of Augsburg. 

Luther's reply to Prierias stated tha t only a general church 

council could represent the entire Christian church and that 

only Scripture was an infallible authority, an he asked 

why it was consid ered heretical to debate theological 

questions w. ich had not yet been made official doggas. 

Meanwhile some of Luther's enemies forged a set of 

theses on the papal ban which were published under Luther 's 

na□e, and added a bitter attack at the pope. As soon as 

Luther learned of this, 1e publis ed his Sermon on the Ban 

which reflected his true views. The damage ha already been 

done and Emperor r, aximil ian, who had seen a copy of the 

fore;ery, wrote a l etta r to pope Leo X urging that action be 

taken i mmediately against Luther . The pope sent Cajetan an 

official order to arrest Luther, and to enforc e the ban if 

necessary, in order to bring Luther and his supporters into 

line. Luther i mmediately appealed to li'rederick the Wise, 

who proposed to Cajetan tat Luther be tried before an 

impartial German court . Cajetan assured Frederic~ that 

Luter would be given a fair and "fatherly" hearing , to 

whi ch Frederick agreed. Cajetan wrote the pope for instructions 

because of the political implications of the trial, and was 

instructed not to enter into a disputing argume twit 

Luther. Meanw ile, Frederick had written the pope and 

acquired a letter of safe-conduct for Luther. 



.;ou~cil •.:?.s 

,r : ·'- 1"" 
,_ <.4J.. v ...... 
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a~d tolu ~ut~er to either renou1ce these be!iefs or .ever 

Luther apo!ogized er spea~i ~ dis~espec full~ but 

2 r8:'u.::,ed. to .c~r;ou _co ·_is beliefs al:"!d left ue;stu:c-3 without 

noti~yi~~ Cari al Cajetan. 

Fr~derick le rned that Luther ~as to be rr sted nd 

his lett~r of safe-~eeping voidedo :e arran6 ed for Luth r 

to be kidnap]e' o_ his etu~ frora _ ugsbur an ta·e~ ~o 

·.::::..rtb 'rg Castile for ~· ~e~·eep · G. LutJ. er remained a -c Wart bur.:; 

· :. seclusio_ for ten . u.1 t:'ls \ :'lile tt furo::- of his -crial 

.:;c.1bside • 

L~t~0r had ~~cceede in airin3 tis views to all of 

Eu::'ope. r:i:~e pace of t e Reio . .;a -:,ion r:ioveITief'.t was quic~~ Ei!'". - • 

R.:.:orr.,E:rs ir; .1c.1nJ 0.1 ·cL;.8 ::..;urc:i ~c.:: cot....a .. t:cie.s beg !1 to expound 

i:;:'lsir ,:ie•.:s l-:.::;s free::. ~ but \.::. i::;_ r, ore dcteeninat_;_o: • 

'I'he troubles o~ ;:;he Catholic c: rch ·1ere ount:.. .; 

• :i..'ei:i.ri: \-Ji -Ci": Ro.: ,~ , '...,J 3i v ing the k.::.r,_,; t: e power to confir;::i 

~>er:ce to · :. -. y-i:p2 ~ ci.:-::d oy t!::e ,.ct o ... Sup.:>,;;; .. 2..cy .,ade H2,1ry 

"·c •. c: o:-1ly su)~' c:::e l:cc:d .:n art:1 o ~ t~ ...... Ch..1 c.h of ~.:12;lar!d., 11 
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b·..:\:; o .. ly as a lay i.o.· 
~4 

as he could. ·1c,'C co 1secrate t e clergy • .? 

~iu3 the .efo~mation Parlia~ent had sreatly hancec. the 

pc·.:-:-1· of tl".b .-::ins ar,d placec. t e chu:'ch u. <.:er the co 1.1J lete 

T~a ~ct of Successio car_ied the stip lat~o t ~t 

~11 subjects mu t take a oa·h to su po~~ it~ Sir Thom· s 

d was sen~ to t:e Tow-r 

a~ s· bsequently execut d~ 35 A new Treason !ct w&s passa 

:~at rna~c ~- hie~ ~~0ason to deny tbat the: i g was the 

The Ca. ti:c, ~ church w s mone~&rily aff cted by tis 

b:. ecch wr.en Parliam<::n t passeJ t lG fi::-st : ct of D · ssol io:1 9 

\!:;.ic.n supJ::es.:3ed 376 ::nonas·~e·.-ies and tur~· ... ed tl e property 

over to tj~ kin~. 36 Later, a ,other act 'issolved the rama~~~ng 
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ttey tad lo~~ L~e~r leaC~rahip i. aGricultural and eco omic 

tl.at "i.,h._,y 1.ieI'E:. sy;..; tem~ ticallJ )lunc.e2ed not because of t/n.ei:: 

shorbcorn~~-~ but because of heir weu!tt. 

doublet' e an~ua~ 

p.:.:-o,)lc.~~ o.: :=nc;lar,d, anc c::-eated · :c w proble:ns :or t . · Ca tho lie 

~hU.l.'"'Cho 

,.,:ere to 

:/i...,. ~:) 
----'-• 



sever&_ ce &,3 i..,. .:;re'-' t victo:!'.'y 1or th__, Refo ratio had he 

Eras~us was care~~l tiO wr~te spari~gly 

_s usual, 3r:::..smus 

w&s noti wi~ling ~o sacrifice his social sta.di .g witih the 

nor _ is sc . olast~c pos ~tion w~t. the church to 

iut~er, menn~hile 7 was persisu·nt in is attac~s 

:=:cas .. ,u.3 v1i0h"'s to le . va ..;erlind him the 
f&itih ~~ car2z not con~vss d~~ing his l~ie
tir12. Su1..,i""1 .. 1e.,, w·10 \Ji_l not Sc...Y v!h t they 
·chi.1,: ~ a::..~e p.::.~·c~y f2110H3; t:.8.;,' rrie""su:..~e eve::-y
thic1,S ·oy t: eir 1. izdo,r ana thi .k thn t if God 
2:.: .:, ted h..:: woul -~ a ·e a~1other a d a beti ter 
•,_10::·_Q. 

_;,::_::_ 1.:10 p_ay, c1:~se. T:hus v1l:en I S8Y, 
11 HaLi.01.<:..:d. by t:iy _ ame, 11 I curse :Src.sr.:us a:1.J 
all ~,,ho thi k co 1tra.cy to the Wo:..~.:.. 

:!8 a~~rogates to ~1ir:1se:_~ the divi::~:.t:,,- e 
\·,ould 2.i!-:e to ta:c= lrom ,;_1.L·ist, ,,t_o. ~ i1:. 
:-lis Colloouies he co:~i)F.t:..~es ·co ?ric.pus and 
,,i~lC>.:J. t-3 -,~c!:s ir. · is Co_.loc~uies a, d especiall~r 
L i:i::.. 

H2 t:.L-:!:s the C::.c::..3t.:_c.,1: rel.:..:;io"1 eit:1-2r 
~ cu□e~J or a tr~~-dy, ~~ that ~ha t~i~~s 
d8sc~~i1.:.,,_d i::1 t::-i~ : • ..0•,., ':'est.::i.:r:.c:~1t r:.ever l:ap~en2d, 
b~t w~re inv~ctd s ~~ apolo~ue. 
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his ve~a~c~s i~:~stio~s 
i::c.t:i i:-,~'cc~id ~.1ai_y ~atio:-is; 

o.; d r.-.oc:~ o.f . ,y pcopl2 ha th J tons. 

1.-it.at : 7 3 0l1is Dr0.~o.:--ls r:ar~i-2? 
Luthe~' 9 _'tll o' shar.-,8! 

i:1 (;\;,;:_'. ~,.r..J 1-.ys h:..., De: .::1~ : 

~h~re ha s~ellyth 1 h~ lo~~th 
he bu_nyth, 2e 3lo~ct 

c..say_ st all -crt... chr;,:stE:-n .en$ 

0 no:ile H.snry 
'Ciou Jr!nce o_ hich proge~y, 

rna .~c serch tho~ow thy real e! 
this scyo2ct:..k co::~ction, 
s~b .e•., by co:.:T2ctior,_; 

..:·or, s::c:... .ie to the t'.'.-1ey Dr·ea ... e. 

r;o\l :::<Ox, d.2.:::'ensor .f :..uei
'I':_i.s i~a:12 ha\re I [,8~~rn the, 

a nam8 of ·1yg~ report 
~elp, tte~e:ore and ayed ,~ prec:...chers 
o1 tre\l L:.yth the :'eru2r..t t Jc..c~1ers, 

~ rr-~v-.~- ,c· 1· s r :---~ n-- sor·'- 1.,..0 c....~a~ .i.J..:::> v .1.. _ 0 a. _ .L, v . 

~h~s, tia preva:..ling att:..tudes of adoration and 

use of money as a ]8Gium o: exchunge, a continued d~crease 

=-~ f~uual:..sra, co~tinv8d freein~ of the ser:s, the q estio~ins 

p. 193 





g~owth o an ~rtan soc~ety in the latte~ year2 

thL .. "'' 7 ar.d fo types 

t:~~d tte sc~ools co~~ucte~ by priests, a~d the guild sc~o0ls. 

0 ~ilQs to supJort )-iests for all x.::.ncs of re i~ious serv c~s 

•.1ere o'.)te.ir,ec. tu ::. .... ..., ..,r·-., Jc t~1(:, child::en. As the urbau societJ 

cler0y? b:.1t c·,e.:cc \/0.S , .1 L creas8 i:r- lay te::ic ~er.:,. 

t.~::..1.:.,r· tn3 G.l1Jr.inatio:1 of eccles.::.as·c_co.::. nt.,tho ··.::.·c::....o · '.-1:o \:c::.:a 
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::;01.,- ;, · .. es succ2L;(!.c.,cl in ir.troo.ucing humanist su::>jccts into 

-c~ie cu2r..:.cu:::..u.1 o.i. existing sc •. oo::.s. E..:,·cc:.bl..:...,· ;-:ic,1t oi' n.;.:u 

sc~0ols :n which the id•o.s of :una. istic eJucation ,:e-

J. -
L,';::. dcd to stress lit -ra~y lettcr~ 9 and jeld 

litt .... a;_cal fort c co~ :oner. 

~he i □pact of th2 ~co~oQic and political c~a -ces 

favorable to tte educacio:al s•steao Tie econo~ic pro~perity 

':.)_ ou~h·c - boTt "oy increase' trad.,..., and industry ::&.d r2sul tcd 

~~ & s9i~it of mate~ialisn ~ :l the youtt wGrc net destine 

relatio~s: ip to the world oi tr~'c ~~d indust~ o They 

i)l""\~ _ e r!"·e to le.s.rn a t~cl.cl2 o.t a-~ eaj_., " C:..u 0 L or ' er to be J 

.:,.ssure~ of a liv0 .... i:1coci. ~ t..:;r L: - ) ,,,. ,_. 
..\. _.... ...... ,_\:,~ 

r., '\ 
- .l e R2.c or,~:a ·.:;::...o~-. .:.ni·ci lly :.a:. &. 1, 3.rkcd effect 0 . 

by c:;:: -u or tl.eo:'..o.3ica_ p .. i c · ples ~ co 1.fiscatin.s the -,~1-

' ' -=- 1- ' 1 u.J~!:~cr.c::; O.L lt scnoo .... s. 

1 
J..]._ ?asca~, 'i'l1.e So:~:.::-: E .. -...sis ot tra Gi:!2:'~· 1.n ~::e_fo:...,·~ .. t.: .... !~ 

· '. 211 
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Lut;:cr, alt' ouch .'.l consi:.,t _1 t aclvoca te of "ch':? :ci:::;ht 

r~E0rred to the rnona3ti &LJ c· ~hedral sc 00~2 

tha: sane a boy to sue~ a ~chool he \rould prefer t~·t .e 

rec-iveC no c~ucation at allo 

Luthor fort 2 ~ost part preferred to remain with:.:.r: 

the middle class of the social str·ctur where he had· ecn 

Ee \.'~,s r:ot "n a.=0::1t of the uppel. classes and \JOuld 

tt_ spiritu land cultur&l welfare of h~~a ity. 

i:1t llect· a2.:.y i ·1 the ;. iddle cl&.:i...:, "", cc_!s:.:. -e:-ed. th2i:-

T: e ''social position'' of E::::·c1.s.--::., s 

~o~ility - is narner o su~port. 

~randt, ~uther's 



.. C-\~or- u ,iver3it;y o' libra17. Luth2:::', prc ... erred. to remain 

i~ tle boro~~~s amen~ the ~itJle clusses . B~hi. d th-

bas~c p~~losop~ios o. aduc&tio~ tiere was c rtain so ia~ 

~-1 tGCO! is.. b- t1.,een Letter and Erasmus. Intellectual y this 

:~tae;onisr:1 was ,1ani ested by a con"Crove ·sy concerning t 1e 

nat~~a of man 1 s ~eason. Erasmus, not intendinz to refer□, 

cot:J_d le. -c : is rea~on er,coinpass all phast:s of th" educntio .al 

t. 1~0 .... __;h e :_j_c:.)1te me.rn:; of those in aut .• ori ty, usually the 

cl-2:r.:,y. Luthe::-; on the other 2. d.) advocated violent refor,. 

. ' .... ourla. 2stabl.::..sh 

a .cw autho1. i tJ \iI.-.on ·c .1.e old 0 •. 1:.- cc:a.s ed to fu. c io . as • e 

\·J~·.e. Luther ad oca.ted th-c: :...::,iril;uo.:.. priest'10od o~ 

\, •• Uo 0:i ain -ci..:1-::.; .::o ;;-:3.l educe.: 1io.1 u.S & necessity for \1:;'.dt;:C-

..:.,.....,J,-..4 i:,:.;.:.niul and dev.::. _ i..L r, • 
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\·:hilc Lutl:er v:as exile1 at '.!art3bu.:·_;. 

was res~o s~ble fo ... the unrolment in t:e u~ive ... sity declinin~ 

Bcca· se t.ose opposing educatio= wer~ iti_3 luther 1 s 

•.vo .... " to s ppo.;:-- th L 'oe:;.ie s, L ther fel c or::pell d to 

e:<p ess precisely ' . is attitude ri.::gardin3 education. : e 

The;-

L ,t:.-;)r r.iaint2.i:ns that eclu ation is necessary _or ·c:12 

spirit~al and ment&l Growt: o~ bott boys an girls. He 

st.::..tes that c_ ild.1. n s:10v.ld 02 -, ~, :::.:::.evf~d f.ror:i 1ousehold du-cies 

that it is the =cspons:::.t~litJ ui ~ie rn nici.6 sovern. e~t to 

cu::1bininc o;: ~1i.:; co1'y, .L • -~era tire~ E,nd. tne other libt:ral a.!.'C..:, 

ed uca. 'v .::..01 •• 

I~ a dition ~o t· c above c:::.ted wor:, ~uth2: lso 
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elabo~ates on the necc~s~cies o_ cLildra~ obt~ining a ~ood 

etucatio~ if t' ey arc to be able to int~rpret the Scripture3 

,d be oi s~rvice ta the cturch, state ana society as a 

By i~sistin~ t~at the state 9 as well as t~e parents, 

had a 3acre~ obli~ation toe uca~e tl e c.ild~en, Lu~her wo 

~.~ r2p•tatio, of being one o the first advocates of 

c<)inpuls ~ry ::;duco. tion -'- or everyone. He believed lea<lerGhip 

s"bility o .... ~~ niddle-class an~ com~on pEople, not th -

nobilicy. 

r:_,_• V ir: t' e 

o.d.vc,c ·cing th.:i:..' cs i~1 public .:,c~-_)01...:.; s a necessity. ::e 

Under the irfluence o~ Lut' er, educated tac' ars ~e~~ 

a poir,tcd and giv.:m a r·1:\~ulo.r salary f .... v evtab::2.si.1ed 

endowme 1ts. ~c believ~d the tea~iar s~oul" 1 ~cale~ica::y 

ecc:asidst ·cal a~d secular forces tha µould ,~cve~t him 

c:: 
-'E· rold J. GriL.., ~ r_::_,1-,, RI? :o:.."' ~t - c '"l. E:..'r"l. p. 227 
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Durins t: e R'"".:or1i10-tion pe iod, L thej_ &, d his collca.:;ucs 

revise·· t 1e curciculu,-n ai1d tea.c· . inb practices of the Uni ve-::.-

~ity of W~ tenhur~ and ~any ot1er schools~ T' ey also were 

·- nd ne;r,:m!.!ar" schoo:s) especi.ally d.u:::-ine; th-c: latter period 

o~ tje Re orrnation when the monas~eries were co~:iscated an· 

co .vert d ini::;o educational instit ~ionsv 6 

Lut;.-:er said nth0 :no:1asterie;:; a::.d chur -.: ies should 

:1nve t&.l en t:1e res pons i bili ty upon t . e,;1sel ves to educate 

t~e chi dren , · ut they were too busy t nding tote~ or&l 

uatt,._,r.:, " . 

O .c o~ the basic differences int eir philosophies 

tota l ly inadequate '.:;o 0.0 ·c ,is". 

~~e~e a:::-~ v&~~ous re&so~s wtJ parents 
nc 0 lec~ this du'c"'. ::::11 t:.c. .::.:.~st plac,~ ~ i::;te.re 
are so::1e \::·,o lac:;: the good,,~::;s c~nd c.ece ,cy 
to do ~t~ even if t~ey ha6 the ability. 
In3t0~d, like a~ ostrich they d~al crucly with 
tl- e L.. your;0 • 

!,1 t. e Se,cond place, thd 0 1.~eat ::, Jo~.:~·l,y o: 
n::ti. cnts unfortt.:n8.tel 11 ari:. \ __ o ly ~n.1.i c tc-- Ior 
;:;::-1:.s ta.sk. ?hey do ;ot 1 i.o,, ho\! childror: 
sho la be brou~ht up an tLu~ht; fort: ey 
tj0mselves h·ve learned not~in: but ho~ to 
ca:e for ·ct.0 ir be llic.s. It t3,:cJ c:·trc,o:<in
~ry peop~e to b~ing c ildren up ~i3ht ~nd 
teac!· ther.1 \:.::,11. 



In he thirC ~lace, even i: pare ts .aJ t~e 
ability and desire to do it th~wselves, th~y 
have neither ~.e time nor ;~e opportunity :or 
it, what with their ot. er dutie~ and the cara 
of the househol l. Necessity compels us, t~ere
for21 to engage ublic schoo: teachers for 
the chilclr8n.7 
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While Lutjer was expoundin: on tt inabilities of 

t~c parents to p~ovide adequate educat~o1 for their child-

re. , Erasmu3 \·:as c:.dvoc& ting parenta n-uidancc in educa tio:al 

matt rs. Erasmus elieved that the aarliest e ucation must 

cor::e She was to incorporate liberal amounts 

o.: exercise m.d. play i. to her prn5::...~a~;'l of educc1.tion. She 

s otld begi. by strecsin6 the importance of a sound body, 

ca efully instructi . c th~ child ph sical ygiene. 1..r:1en 

they approacjed th~ u~a of five·0r ~ix a tuto L should be 

secu ed.. rl'his t,u vv_· 1.1 ..... 0 -i:;o posse ..... .:, a know led e of La tin; 

the clct.ss.::..c.s. r:.· . .::..~ r·equi:.~en ent \12.s virtually i ,1possible for 

nost tut0~s o! ~h~ tie, as well as ~or □ost ~amil.::..es. 

:2::-asmus is \•Jri tin:; prirr:ari_y to t.1e 11 eli te II or rob.:_ i ty &...3 

wou~d !1ave ee::1 a financial im ossibili ty fo tl1e average 

middle-cla s o co:: .1~onei'' far-.nc "t;O e ploy a t tor .fo-;;: their 

children. Only t~e nobility cou:d a~ford such Extrava~ances 

as ~rivate tutora~e. 

7B ~nu''- on c.;.1.. - ') 3r::.l.J c; cJ. v, =-i::..• ~I)' .:.• .,,/•·-.,,., 
,..., 
0 Preserve· Sri1i-cl~, 'Sr2E:.1·us. 9. 306 
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Erc:cst. us Hro.;e Eciucation of P Ch·~isti ·r'1 Pr:i_nce to 

=afla~ts his aere8ncnt with ~l[to tha~ the paople s~ould be 

soverrwd, but ad.r1onL,hin.._'.; h~m not to overtc1.x the peo:J::..e ~ 

to r~p~l all violenco, abolish th~ mo~asteries, construct 

schoo::.s, a ,d •. o·~ to concentra t2 on weal th., In the above 

!ou o~e it to Providence that your real 
has been a,.;q-uired '.,i 1,;10u t injury to any; 
your Hisdo,a -,,il l be best shou1 if you can l<eep 
it in ,~~ce and tranquillity.9 

Azain in h is Irstitutio Princinis Christiani, Erasmus stress-

e.:; the importance of the prince 11 laying aside the notion ·-::-i2. -~ 

he is to rule and c;ove::.."'n y violence " o 

There is a fundamental di fe r ence in the philoso,hies 

of L ther and Eras us toward ed~cat ion. This stems from 

t'_e dif ferencE: in tl-.eir cul tura.l backe;rour.c:s. Lut ·1er es 

~.1iddle-class, asrnri.s.,-. orien-c0d b~c.,~ . .::;round 1;:otivates him 

to strive for equality or tte la~er classes in educational 1 

was r-io'C e:1ouch 71 lov.s of God y love of earth, love of .fel JO'.•: 

r::an". Instcac' ~ there was too .'.uc:1 haathenis.:1 > waterialisr.1, 

and ~eplacing of Christion teach-~: ,,ith c:assical literatu-e 

of .'L .. "'istotle and other 11 worker.;.; c..1."' t:1e devil". 

sc:cla3tic and mon0stic 2ckgrou~d · y his des~~e ;or increased 

,- .·, ... 
'--'-- .,, ... 
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esj ad prestice for instructors. Tho latter is reflected 

i lis reply to a G~rnan sc.ool~a te_ who had writte : im 

c. ct v8r of tho.r:ks fer Lis tr.__,n.::;lation o..,_ Lc:tL.n 0 :.-:-a, . /J.L, also 

co~mentins on some of the : ifficu~ties of teac in~. 

I admit tha-c your vocation i2 labcrious, 
but I utte~ly deny ~hat it is tr~5ic o~ de
plorable1 as you call it. ~o be a school
master is next to being a king. Do you 
count it a ~ean e~ploy,ent to i~bu ttd minds 
of your fello~ citizens in their earliest 
years with t .e best litera~ure and with t1e 
love of Christ and to retu:::·n tl-.em to th2ir 
co mtry ho. cst and vi_ t'-tous men? In t:1e 
o )inion of fools it is a b.·, .. i. .. 1b_e tas_·, but 
in fact it is the .ablest of occu9ations. 
Even a .. on0 "r.rie :1.__,achct1 :;_t \:as al\wy a noble 
~- i ~ to dede~ve we~l OJ.. t· estate, and no 
o e serv.._., :..-c bet uer t' a the moulder of 
raw boy.3.:.0 

Erasuus d1~eccs much 0~ n:'...3 _iterature on education 

towar' the dctual ~ech·~~cs a~d practices o teac: ins . .. e 

remained ~s a p~0~e~3cr in any o~a lac· for a exte.ded 

·e ,_~ferred ~o lect;ura and tutor stude~ts 

privately. In t'ie lat~0r e Lctu oae::-. very successful in 

devel0ping students \lho 1.1ere o.evo·ued to : im, a .d ivho em

br3 ced his ctlture. 

Not only was Er~smus a teacher~ he was also considere

r s one o! t1e foremo~t critical sc! olars of L~tin and Greek. 

:::...;; t:1eolocical works were so' as " ource" ma ~e- ial il~ 

Rany of the universiti s. 

10,~ . h 
uITll -Ci , ~• 



76 

• ., - .J. )IeoccupieG wica sc: .. oc,l:: 11 fo _ tLc 

to be 

aristocr~t. Ee advocacad tLe tut0r:.&l syste~ &s beinc tle 

mo t .sur,erio.::-, E,nd o1,tc:inerl a verJ cor:1.1.o::::·t:1bl,~ livi 1G fo:: 

1ireself throuch t _is Jon1s ~o~ m ch of lis liie. 

Erasmils i nstructed so tha~ ~is stude~ts rni~ht be 

~ .. 102.~thy l eaders ct!ld te&.c: e.r•:3. Lut .1e!.' emp'·.2sized education, 

that tl e 1;1asses r::.0 i1t r2le3:c;e ther.1.~el ves of their miserie.s. 

Erasmus was i stru,e~t3l int .e o~cu 1i~at io, a .d 

revision o; ceveral Jiversitics a~d grammar sc~ools. 

;r2pa_e~ , cu3:csted and approve□ tte tdxtbooks for the 

dS~ablis:ne. to c l assica: li:~~r v ~~ at ?&ill's sc!oo l. 
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1·:ri t.crs. : s - compc.:nion "to the 3.bove 11ork, Er&si11us ·.,1·ote 

D--.: Dunlic:'._ Cc :..a ·;,21.~t orum Ac !\C:'U:Ti Conia, usuc.l ly rclerre:d 

to c.l.S the "Copj_a. fl. Tl e "Copia 'f anJ -c,: e ~ Rati Cr)•" Studii 

'.·.'(;~e t:ie "twin ~il1ars" o.f the Ene;lish syste.. of :3.:::.'a .. 1, ar 

For tte Upper Ent;lish Gra,,:1; ar Sc ool, E:r·asr:ms wro-':;e 

I ,.~, ti t~tum Eo:ninis C::ri_s t j_ani. He also t!'ansla ted Aesop, 

~ucian~ Terence , Valla's Els;antiac , and Gaza's Greek Gramm~ r 

for use i both the upper and lower bChools. 

Erasmus was as conceraed t:at certain writers be 

o~:..tte as he was in st~essins the important writ ers that 

wera to be studied . He believed Mn tialis, Catullus, ~ibullus, 

P~ope~tius and Co~nelius Gallus·shou_d be omitted because 

o.:' ~:.:;.ese and such--li '·e .f il. t::y 1,:ri 'c,2rs t i_; convenient that 

the youth abstain because their evil words corrupt t . e good 

1,a.:1.ers ~ +' VO"'"'"'ll ::..1 Ol vn.e ., uv •• 0 

During the :avter part of the R~for~ation moveraent 

J2 "grci.i:1m;ir" school5" ThesE: sci ools were in~ended to be r,ublic 

sc)ools for all the ci~i zens of th~ community. The co□munity 

~nsc~uctor. Many of ~hese schools .,~re to~nded in i:1onaster~ea 

11
'.i.'. W. Baldv:in, 

:.::~;~;e Grecl:c. folu. e I 

121.) asca. , 

's frr.:-lll Latir:e 
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that ha :l been confiscated. Art· cles •,:e_ e drawn up for t,11:! 

disposition o! the confiscated p~oper y; each member havin3 

a part int e control of the school. Si,ce al: were to 

hare i t. e ~espo .sibility o maintainin0 the sc:ool it 

waste resJonsibility of the town council to provide enouEh 

oft e a c cumulated tax funds to pay the priests and teache~s. 

?ro1, 1;he very beginning the tow. councils were reluctal"lt to 

release the funds, some fear i g the re l ease of funds might 

jeapor dize their political position in t.e co□munity. Lu~her 

tried ir vain to get t e tow, councils to release the fu~ds 

but in most cases his efforts were futile . This was especially 

~~ue in small, rural , agrarian C0Qmunities where there had 

not been any tradition of learning and cultural ir1proveme1ts. 

In the schools that were success ully estajlished, 

the curric u l um consisted of Latin, Ovi' 0 s Metamorohoses, 

Cicero, gram.ar and si. sing. ut· er w~ota the Instruction 

of Visitors, in whi ch he minutely outlines in evr2ry detail 

th~ format to be f ol l owed i n these schools. 13 Some of the 

requirements wer e : 

Only Latin shall be tau3ht , not Germa~ or 
Greek or Hebrew, which bur·e~ the children 
too rauc. • Tl1e school mus"t first be divided 
into classes. In the _irst class shall be 
grouped the children who are learning to 
re:1d . Children's text - boo·(s wi ~h t e alpha 
bet, the Lord's Pra;>7er, c:1e C.1.. eed , nnd ot er 
such prayers shall be first used. 

The next c lass is for the child en w o can 

13 Ibid., p. 216 



read and who must learn gramma~. In the afte ~
noo the te;:tcher shall ex,)Ound to them some of 
tie fables of ~esop ; the ?edalogia oi Hosellanus ; 
and when these books are learnt~ those Colloquia 
of Erasrus vhic: are useful &,d decent; such 
lessons s' ould be repeated on the followinc 
day. 

The third class should be coraDosed onlv 
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of Lhe most Gifted pupils. They-should r~ad 
Vcrgil, then Ovid's Metamorphoses; at the same 
time Cicero; an they must learn the forLlal 
structure of er□ons. They shall continue with 
grammar, and learn to compose Latin verses; 
t ey shall further study dialectic and rhetoric.14 

. lthough Eras~us disagreed with Luther in the 

selection of some oft e above cur iculum; especi~:ly music 

which Erasmus disliked, they were in agreement on the 

necessity of educatinc girls. Luther was t:c earliest of 

t' e re~ormers to advocate education for girls, with Erasmus 

being well ahead of mos"'C of is cor.-c ,; .. poraries .... this 

advocation. Erasmus branded as an ntruth 1 t:e popul~r 

ooinion ~:at _iterature was neither useful, nor did it 

allow women to live or behave in sue~ a manner as to protect 

and de end their re·utation and their innoce~ce. In one 

of E_asmus's Colloouies he writes of a monk that had □ai1t&ined 

the belief that education took away from wocen what _i ttle 

orains they had. His· elief is la~er altered to conforn 

to Erasmus's indicati O hat women could profit tr~mendously 

by school attendance a studying the classical wri~ers. 

This revolutionary thinkinr, o the part c~ ~rasmus 

14Ibid ., pp. 216-7 



social c ,nnc;es t h&t were takinG place durinc; the: .:.-{eforu:).ti.or, 

concerni n~ al: ~cmanhoco. 

Marriage and the F1nil1 

~he areas of rna~riaze and family " • .c-.Ll.1.e experienced 

considerable change during the period of the Reforr.ation. 

:t ha d been a co~mon · ractice for marrivge contracts to 

be a ranced for boys and girls when t ey w re as youne c::..s 

three and four years o_ c1c;e . "hese contracts could be 

am1ulled later . .,. 
l.1. r.ot consum:r1a tcd, but too _requent :.y t> ey 

\;ere en.1.orce for reasons other t a, l utual love. The l e::;~l 

age for marri &ge was _ourteen for boys, ad twelve for 

girls. Sexual relations before marriG e ad beeu con 'or.0d , 

and "bundling II becar,1e prevalent. 

Divorce? althoui1 still uncomnon, was per ,issable for 

speci.1.ied reasons. Luther and Erasmus oth c::..o.vocated bigar.1y 

rather than divorce 01 several occasions. The most no 

torious case being, E_asrnus's suggestion to Hen~y VIII that 

renry take another wife rather than divoI.'ce Catharine of 

Aragon. While Erasmu had sugcested that bigamy mi~ht be 

Henry VIII's best alternctive in li 0 h~ of tjc adve~s2 public

ity the crown wa s receiving, he accepted a gra cious stipend 

.1.rom Cat: a ·i e for writini:; The Institution of Chr5_ . .:;·\i.a.11 

Matrimony as she had req~ested . The b ook extols the virv~as 

of a perpetual and le ;i tima te u::-.ior:. 'oet,.•een men and 
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wome •15 It also discusses the importance of parental RC

lection of t.e mates? the brin5ing up of cirls, he main 

points being to seclude the□ from worldliness. A larce 

portio of the book is directed to t'.e evils of divo1-ce 

but conversely, Erasmus states there are su_ficient reasons 

to justify rendering a marriage null a-d void. He is careful 

not to elaborate too freely regardin~ t:e sufficiency of 

divorce~ and considers the value of a papal dispensation 

only briefly. Erasmus was not in complete accord with t e 

ch~rch regulations t' at permitted the pope to grant special 

dispensations. As always , he was careful not to arouse the 

i e oft e prelate by isputing t e doctrines of tle church. 

Erasmus was se ::, i ti ve to the chnrms of wo .. en ar;d 

shared with Luther the belief t st man should not be required 

to ta <e vows of celibacy. I e 0ncourac;ed children to 11 ..:,a rry 

as t e oldsters wished 1 and trust to love to crow with 

association r ather than wit er with satiation 11
• 

Luthe_ 1 s primary disae;reement with the Cat olic 

church concerni~s marriaee was his belie that it did not 

constitute o e of the seven sacraments, as t e church 

advocated. Luther defined a sacrament as being t:an outH.J.rd. 

sie;n of an invisibl e grace instituted by C rist and C:'clusively 

Christia " He believed arriage, ordination, e.-treme 

unction, confirmat ion, ad penance did not fit into this 

15s . , l m1t;1, o • C it • , p • 279 



category, thus they were not sacraments. Tae only two 

ri~~als that could properJy fit into Luther's definition 

were baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
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1arriaBe is not a sacrament , Luther said, because it 

was universally valid among the non-Christians as well as 

the Christianso It was instituted by God, approved by 

Christ, and should be blessed by the Church . T: is belief 

ten ed to loosen the 'psychological stri gs" that helped t~1.e 

c urch maintain control over the lives of the laymen. The 

c. urch had received large sums of money by cranting dispen

sations to marry in cases involv inB intermarriage between 

families. 

While in WartburG, Lu~her ad become eravely concerned 

about the conditions ~Lat existed in the reform moveme t. 

Violence had bror-,:en out within the move 1.c.:1t and priests 

were bei.s drageed fro , t . eir churches and abused. Part 

of t.e disturbance resu_ted ~ram stricter resulations a.:1d 

ad ,erance to the mar ic:.r;e sac!.'cl. 1,ents. 

Luther had written A Ser ~on o~ the Estate o_ Marria~e 

in whic· he had outlined. the spiritual responsibi _ities in 

marriage. Later, he wrote, Babylonian Cantivity of the 

Church , in which he declared some of his ersonal views 

Te latter wo_k became a source of 

co siderable controversy, thus 7 ad i~c one more source of 

disha~mony between Luther and the ch ~ch. 

16 Brandt, 9..2. cit., p. 14 
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Lut· er could contai n ,i□self no longer a~d wrote, 

o~ MonPstic Vows in 1521. In this work he declared t.e 

vows o_ celibacy were .o longer binding, and encouraged the 

monks and nuns to leave t e cloister. 17 It is conj ectured 

by mnny writers that the nu. erous cases of bro1 en vows 

witnessed by Luther ~ere partially responsible for this 

belief. After leavins \'.'artburs Lut er wrote anot le::::- pamp' let 

w, ic· is titled The Esto.te o_ Marriac-.e . This work is 

sometimes con"used with his first work on marriage ecause 

of the similarity of titles. In The Estate of Marriage , 

outlined in three parts, are Luther 1 s views on arriaee and 

his disgust with the Pope for his vascillating attitude 

pertaini1g to marriage. Int e' i. troduction Luther says 

"how I dread preachi:-ie; o~ the estate of marriage. I am 

relucta t to do it because I am afraid if I once get really 

i valved i the subj~c~ it will make a lot o work for me 

and for o· hers . The s,aneful confusion wrought by the 

accursed papal law .as occasioned so much distress, an t~e 

lax authori-cy of both the spi~i tual 2-.'1d t: e te,, par 1 swords 

has eiven rise to so man dreadful ~buses and ~alse situ

ations, that I would prefer to completely overlook tl e 

r.iat. ter 11
•
18 In 'I'he Estate of Marri3.r;e Lu her expresses 

hinsel in minute detail co ncerning the perso s w.o cou1· 

be divorced, and how to live a Christian and Godly life 

17-b"d .:!;_2-_. 
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in the estate of marriaGe. This is probably his most 

coJplete work concerning the institutio of marriage. 

r:any o the pries ts, fi10nks, and nuns upon r e~d.ins 

Lut~er's ~onasti c ows left their ecclesiastica l duticc 

an married. Luther imself married a for ae r nu~ in 1524, 

t . us co1sumat ine one of the ideals he had advocated ~or the 

clergy. 19 

There were d uri. g t·.e latter years of the Reformatio~1 

ma ny pronounced breaks in the cultural mores. There was 

a increase in enBagements by the espoused couple s therrselv~s 

rat .er than their parents 1 sexual pro., iscui ty befo:-e marriase, 

divorce, bieamy, ecclesiastical ~arriaGes, the number of 

clere;" men l 2avi. g t e C!·. \J.rch to· obta.in other em:,:)loy. entQ 

Although t ere apJ drs t o be a decreu~e in cultural tradition 

at t his time> t:.e re ac·cua ... ly \foS r:wre o ... a shifti g of values 

with im ort a. ce being p_ac es i1 o~.er areas . 

Both Cat olicism and rotestantism had set up a~d 

strengthened two forces for cultural re0 eneration: v:e 

improvement o~ clerical conduct throuc. ndr~iage or conti enca) 

and the emp asis that the home waste final citadel o 

and decency. 

19Roland H. Bain ton, The Reformation o. t\1<~ Si:: tcPnt: 
Century . pp. 64- 5 



CHAPTER V 

SUM; ARY A iD CO"WLUSIONS 

':'he Reformation in its enbryonic stases was predomi

nantly a philosophical and tteoretical manifestation of a 

powerful but snall grou of in ividuals. As the movement 

progressed from country to country, there was an increase 

in the 1umber of individuals contributine to its expansion. 

However, without tertiary contact, the two most outsta~dins 

individuals exerting the most influence were Martin Lutner 

and Desiderius Erasmus. The Refor:iation never C8ased to 

m&.gnify the philosophies and theories o.f Luther and Erasmus. 

These p1ilosophies and ~heories·were systematically pro

jected into tie major issues o: th8 movement. The nost preva

lent manner of projec~in~ these ideas wast rough the media 

of "social awarenE.,3S 11
• Almost every major issue of the 

Refori, at ion was ir it i&lly introd uced tl-U:\")ugll its religious 

implications and deduced to encon uss the social inequities 

tat existed and t1e a□ el ioration desired. 

As the Reformation progressed there was less social 

inertia exhibited on ~he par~ o the masses. T_ere was 

homogeneity amon3 both major factions of the move~ent. 

There were two ~ain grou s prevalent thro~~.out the 

entire Re ... ormation period. 'l'hese ero1l')S were es:=;entially: 

those forming a social and reliBious nexus upon t e Catholic 

church; those dependinc u on refor1 leaders fo cuidct ce. 
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These two groups were diometrically opposed to each ot! e_ 

throughout the years of tj e Rc~or~ation. T' e former group 

reflected social and relicious ossification , contending the 

conditions within the church s~ecifically Md society in 

general were not in need of institutionHl chanees . The 

latter group c ontended that conditions within t e churc'. 

and soc i ety had disgressed to a oint whe r e the spiritual 

and temporal needs of the people were not being met . 

Chronoloei cally it is impossible to assert that 

Erasmus a nd Luther, in every instance , can be categorized 

within e i ther of these groups . To do so, it would require 

the omission of Luther's stand dur ing the Peasant's R2vo l t 

n the alte r atio n of Erasmus 1 s·views on education. 

However , with very few exceJtions, Erasmus may be 

considered as being o~)Oded to ~ny fundamental chances 

wit in the doc~rines of tle churc'. Lut~er~ on the other 

hand, was op osed to the church's doctrines and structur 

alizat i on from the authority o~ the pope down through the 

duties of the monks ad priests. 

Eras~us cannot be categorized as belo~gin3 to the 

forme~ ~roup on many of the social issues of the time. He 

a vacated the melioration of social c onditions throuchout 

Europe , although he was reluctant to enfringe upon the 

doctrines of the church. 

T' rough the relicious , economic, political, and 

social spheres, the church prior tot, e Refo~@ation had been 

able to suppr ess mobility witl1in these LreRs, thus formins 
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a dependence upon the church. During t.e Refor~ation 

mobility was initiated in these areas throuch ocial i~ter-

action . 

Erasmus on the one ha1d and Luther on the other were 

the men who su plied the motive a~d the drivi~c force in the 

bursti 1J o the barriers . They were each int, ei_ ow~ way 

the supporters of aut ority, yet they laid down· rinciples 

which shook these ins ti tu ~ions to their -,er-J foundations . They 

im roved much betLer Lhan the; anticipated, riMarily through 

their literature . 

Erasmus was more tole ant of the ine uities of the 

churc· than was ~uther. He believed there shou d be new 

solutions and innovations to these inequities be:ore any form 

of revolutions should ta~e placG . Luther on the other hand, 

could not offer any solution for many o. the problems , but 

was willinc to abolish Lte existing st8ndards in favor of 

standards he desired to put into practice a~ a later date . 

Bot men were acutely aware of a need for improve~ents in 

the cturch speci~ically, and society in ~eneral. Eras□us 

w2..s r.1ore willine; to st.rive for improve ;12:-:c throu6 ' a sensible 

and rational a preach . 

The Lutheran approach to all problems was exeDplified 

throu3h his interpretation of the Scriptures. Luther 

constantly strove to improve every ~rea 0f living throush 

the char i smatic approach. 

It was Luther's compellin~ desire that all nen 
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be emanc i pated from the yoke of the Roman Catholic Church . 

He had not intend ed to revolutionize the doctrines of the 

Cathol ic church , nor did he initially intend to establish 

anothe r relieious order . When the seeds o emancipation had 

been sowed , the resulting harvest was more than Luter or 

any of t te other revolutiona rie s had anticipated . 

Luther wa s much narrower in his vi ews t.an Erasmus. 

Erasmus r e flected more tolera t i on and flexibili ty i~ his 

a p reach to solvine t.e ~robleos tat arose durine the 

Reformation . Luther, did not use the intellectual approac 

to t h ese problems, as he was not opposed to using force 

when forc e was needed, nor , was h e opposed to sup lying t e 

personal drive and motivat ion t6 accomplish h i s goals . 

In the o p i ion of the author, Erasnus supplied ~uch 

of t}e intellectual power necessary for Luther to put . is 

ideals of refer I into r:1otion . Zrasnus '.o.d the ab ility to 

understand the man sides o eve y issue; whereas Lut her , 

beine more doematic, considered only his own side of almost 

every issue . 

In their ovm ways Erasmus and Luthe r bot. supplied 

special ta l ents that rovided dyna ic r esults durine the 

Reformat ion . Erasmus, thoug less · inclined tow~ _ d revolt or 

personal sacrif ice , provide d r:1uch a~ tle adheviseness neces 

sary t o help build continu i ty of the society during tlis 

period . He was able through his writing to succ es nany 

const ructive improvements in the society . 
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Ironically the Reformation \•1hich producE:d Protestantism 

produced more visible reforms in the social and cultural 

spheres than in the religious sphere . Aln ost wi ·' .out 

exception , the few reforms that occured within the Catholic 

church duri ne the Reformation period were at a later date 

abolished . The Catholic c urch is today structurally and 

baiically much the same as it was during t e time of the 

Refo r mation. The changes that occured within the social , 

c ultur a l, economic and politica l spheres of the eformation 

were far r:io re pronou nced and in many cases equally as 

lasLing as the rise of Protestantism. 

Conclusions 

From t.e evidenc e presented in this study the 

following conclusions a pear to be vali : 

1. The social implications O.L the P.efori,ation 
exceeded the relie ious implications. 

2. Literature played a tremendous part in creating 
"social a1•1areness 11 throuc;hout Europe. Mc1.rti, 
Luther and Deside_ius Erasmus were two of the 
most pro, inent wri"t; ers of the period . 

3. Europe during the Reformation period was ex
tremely class-conscious . 

4. ·1artin Luther believed in l'<°;lic;ious freedon and 
the right to express it. He considered t . e 
noral aspects of ever· issue. 

5. Luther denied the infallibility of ~le pope 
and denie· his jurisdiction in cavern e tal 
and temporal matters . 

6. Era cmus was unwilli ng to jeapordize his positio 
as a sc olar, or minimize his social prestige 
by alignin~ himself with Luther an other 
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"revo lu tionaries ". 

7. Era smus was a humanist and Luther was a humanitarian . 

8. The Catholic Church was oppressive in its 
dealines with i ts members. The church us ed 
the s ale of iPduleences to raise l arge sums 
of money; paid for the most part by the poor 
who cou ld not afford to purchase these in
dulgences. 

9. The establishment of "th e absolute powe r of 
the monarch" occured during the Reformation 
period, under the reign of King Henry VII I. 

10. Basic c hanges occured in the economy o f England 
during the Reformation. Capi talism r epla c ed 
the agrarian society with the advent of c om
merce and industry. The change i n the e conomy 
r esulted in money becoming the medium of 
exchange instead of the "share ". 

11. Social~ economi c and political mores of long 
standi ng d isap eared during the Reformat ion, 
baing replaced by· new theories and p rocesses 
that, for the most - part, proved GOod for 
t e countries. 

12. New philosop ies of edu c a~ion were introduced 
du_ ine t he Reforrni..lt2.on. Lut 1er 's p 1ilosop y 
was to educate so that the masses MiBht be 
r~lieved of their oppress i ons. ~rasmus's 
philosop y was to edu cate so that the 
students mig t be worthy lea·e~s and teachers. 

13. Erasmus a11d Luther v✓ ere two of the first 
advocates of compulsory education. Luthe_ 
believed the education o~ the children was 
the responsibili t;y of t . e state. :Srasr.:us 
believed the responsibility of education lay 
within the individual fanilies; and t: e "tutor" 
s ys tem was the best way to educate clildren . 

14 . Erasmus was primarily responsible fo r the 
establishment of the fundamental p; ilosophy 
of the English cram□ar school Classical 
literatur e played an important r ole in the 
fo undation of present - day Enelish gramraar 
school curricula. 
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