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DEDICATIO -

o the me:r.ory of ,•:rs . Sam ',I . Jae kson , who for many years, 

was the historisn of }~dison County . 



The author of this s udy wishes to ac\mowl edge those 

peop e who assi3tod him du:-ing his rosoarch on the history of 

dison Cou.~ty , for without their help , much of tho ro3teri 9l 

in the thesis cou d not havo been included . A s pec i al note 

o f thanks is given to s . 1ary Jolley Jackson Br ewster o f 

Temple , Tex~s , who , f o r the fi r st time , permi tt9d the scrap

book of her mother , ;1rs . Sam W. Jackson, t o bo r esea r ched . 

The s c r apboo~ providej a bgsis fo r further s ud . 

Ot~ers who provid9d scrapbooks on the i s tory of 

Madison County wero Mr:> . J . H. F oss ard 9n . r:i . Lewis Gibbs . 

A s c r apbook on the histo r y of No r th Zulch was f urn i shed b 

Mrs . Robbie G. Allphin . r s . Loe le Parten Thompso n made 

avs. i ls.ble a .:-a r e old copy of t h9 1sdisonv ille . !e t eo r , and h er 

Master ' s the31s on John Hodge s All en . 1r . and Hrs • W . B . 

CrossloJ , tho o•,mers and publishe r s of t he, adiso nville eteor , 

prov ided iI!l:7leAsurobl e ass is tance . 

Mrs . R. F . Synwol t , J r ., l i brar ia n of t he Madi3on 

County Libr9.:>J , and ,1r:i . Josephin e Bush, 1 ibra r ian o f t he 

Thomason Room a t t he Sam Houston Sta te Univ er s i t y Libra r y , 

were a l w3ys cheerfu l and he l pful wh ile ass i s t i ng the autho r in 

loc at i ng m9.ter ial f or r esea r ch . To Dr . John W. Pa yne , Pro

fe sso r of Hi~tory a t Sam Housto n Sta t e Unive r s it y , goe s 

s pec i al t ha nks , f o r wi thout h is enco urage~~ nt , the study 



ight e er have been ade · fu the , the autho expresses 

s r a titude to s . Forres Leeper , who t ed the thes s 

on an unbel ea le sche ule , and never once c mpl ained . 

i x 

Fina_l , he autho s e s to ex r ess h s a preoi -

on to al of the others ho ass sted hirn nth rese c . 

o his e , • and to sch ld e , ichael , Rus el 

and Susan, who were orced into the ao round while the 

hes a s ens pe a e , hes eatest hanks of all . 



ABSTRACT 

Neely , Cecil N. , An Esrly Sistory of ~IBdison County , Texas . 
taster of Arts (History), Augu3t , 1971 , Sam Houston 

State Universit , Huntsville , Texas . 103 pp . 

Purpose 

The purpose of this study has beon to trace the early 

history of Eadison County , Texas , from the days of its first 

Indian i nh~bitan s , through its creation and org9nization in 

the 1850 ' s , to appr~ximately the turn of t ho tw entieth 

cen tury . Presently , only l imited liters rJ efforts ha ve boon 

made to r acord the county's history . As the older citizens 

of t he county f ado aw9 and cou.~ty doc~~ents of historical 

value are lo~t or destroyed by fir~, it b ec omes more diffi 

cult to uncovar the facts as they occurred . Thts thes is was 

an effort to pre~orvo highlights of the history of lad ison 

County in writing . 

Methods 

The methods used to obtain material fo r this s tud were : 

(1) exa~ination of dison County n ews paper3 ; (2 ) ex amina-

t ion of several old scrapbooks on the histor y of 1adlson 

County ; (3) examina t i on of r ecords at t he Texas Archives, 

Austin , Texas ; (4) examination of Texas history books , peri 

odic als and journnls ; (S) person~! i n te r vi ews with descend 

ants of t he early settlers of }wdison County ; (6 ) examination 

of vario us second ry sour ces . 



Findinc::s 

The evidence presented in this study suggests the 

f ollowing conclusions : 

1 . The a.reo that l ater became kno~,m as Madison County 

was inhabited by Indians , probably as early as 500 A.D. Tho 

Bidai Indians , a branch of the Atakapons , l ived beside Bediss 

Creek in wha t is now tadison County . Because of disease and 

Spanish intervention , the Bidai dwindled away , and in 1854 

the r e~n~nts were moved to the Brazos Reservation . 

2 . Early explorers of the radison County area wore 

Luis de oscoso , a Sp9niard who had be en an originc.11 member 

of the Sernando de So o expedition , and Cavelier Siour da 

La Salle , the fanous French e~ploror , who according to or.e 

source was k~lled just south of the present site of Iad son

ville . In 1774, tho f ir3t Spanis~ settlement wes made along 

t he Trinity ~ivor at a s i te called Bucareli . The settl ers 

were later forced to flee from the Indians and , consequently, 

they established the town of Nacogdoches on April )0 , 1779 . 

Tr inid9d , a Spanish gar rison , was e 3tablished i n 1805 on the 

Tr inity River , about three miles below t he old Buca ~~l i 

s ettlement . Later , i t was the site where a sm.~11 f or ce of 

t he Mage9 - Gut1errez expedition was murde r ed by t he Spmi9rds . 

) . Two historic old r oads r un through Mad i son Coun ty . 

The nort~ern r oad that t r aversed the coun ty east to wes t was 

known b y three d ifferent names : Old San An to n io Roa d , El 

Cam i no Real and the King 's Highway . The lowe r r oad through 

t he are a b r oke away from the Old San Anton io Roa d somowhero 



between the Trinity Rivor and tho present town of Hidwo. y and 

continued in a southwesterly direction . It was known o. s t he 

La Bahia Road . Each of the road s b egan as an east - west 

Indi 9.n trail . Today , the Old San An tonio Road is a modern 

highway that rW1s through Iadison County . The Lo Bahia Ro ad 

c an be traced on old maps , but no ph sical trace r am~i ns in 

present -d ay Madison County . 

4. .adison County , like its northe:-n ne ighbo r , Leon 

County , was settled as a r esult of the weste rn movement of 

1840 , although a f ew white settlers arrived in the earl 

1800 1 s . Probably the first perD"~nent white settler wa s 1~Jor 

W. C. (Billy) Young from South Carolina . With a gun and a 

bag of belongings, Yo ung set tled at the site of present -d ay 

idwa7 . After Texas gained its indopendonce , scttlors, in 

lar a nur..b9rs , r.:.o ved to the area . 

5. Madison County was created as a "judicial county" 

by en act of the Tex9.s Congress in 1842 ; however , the act 

was later held to be unconstitutional b ecause the county was 

not a uthori~ed at least ono r epresentative . Madison ~01.mty 

was official ly created by an act of the Toxas Legislature on 

Janua ry 27 , 185) . Later , it was organized on August 7, 

1854 , when 1ad lsonville was establish~d as the county seat . 

6 . Many smal l coC'!I"lunities were settled in Madison 

Co unty , but only threo- -!-11dway , ?bdisonville and North 

Zulch- - continued to grow . By the late 1800 ' a , ochool s and 



churches ~ere established throughout the county . The r9il 

rosd came to Madison Cow1ty after the turn of the twentieth 

centur . 

JQ~l W. Payne:? 
Supervising Professor 
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CHAPTER I 

THE LAND A?lD ITS EA.qLY INDIAN I HABI1·AN1'S 

dison County is locstod in the timberlands of the 

East Tex3s Plains, which is found in the western edgo of the 

Atl antic Gulf Coastal Pleins. 1 It r esides upon the 31st 

parallel of l atitude and ninete9n dogrues of longitude in 

lling terrain. 2 tadiso n County is bounded on the so~th by 

Welker and Grimes Counties , on t he wes t by Brazos County , on 

t he east by Houston County and t he north by Loon County . 3 

S9veral n~ urol and man- :rwdo a r oas make up the bound -

eries for thu coun y . e "'rit it River fc!T.l~ th';) boundary 

on the east and the Bedias Crook on the south. The Navasota 

River determines the we~tern bol.:l'ldery end the Old San 

An tonio Road ms.rks a ~ajor 

north .4 
rtion of the bounda ry on the 

1Rupe~t Nor-is l Rich9rdson, Texas : Th e Lone Star 
Stat~ (:SO le~ood Cliffs , New Je r3 ey : Pr ent ic e - Hall , Inc ., 
1958) , 3- . 

2Jam13s L. Rock end W. I . Smith, Southern end Western 
Texas Guide for 187~ (St . Inuis , Hissouri : A. H . Grange r 
Publi sher , ltf18), 9 • 

3oeneral Highway Msp , prepared by the Texas State 
Highway Department , 1962. 

41bid . 
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In 1882 A. W. Spsight , the Toxas Com:,iss ione r of 

Statistics , r3po.ted that the general surface of the county 

was undulating, with only a f e~ hills and valleys . The land 

was divided into timber and prairie , with timbor comprising 

two-thirds o t h~ area . An abundsnco of pos t osk was 

avail able for fencing purposes . Bedias, Ca ney , Poolo , Iron, 

Larrison and o thor s trosms end l akes were r epo rted capablo 

of affording su!ficient water for stock n oeds . Spsight 

r ecords that all of the creoks mentioned we re to some degree 

dry in the SI.Ul'Imor . However , pools of water stood the ear 

r ound in so~e of the deep boles in the streams . Drinking 

water was obtained fro m several s prings l oc ated in the 

count· and wells dug et a depth of from fifteen to one hun

dred fe ot . 

The Trinity River washes the eastern end of the 

county for about thirty miles and , in 1882 , was navigable 

from three to nine months of the year .5 In later years the 

Tr inity Water- shed comprised thirty- seven counties . Buddy 

Wakefield, President of the id- Trinity Valley Asso c iation , 

co!'l'll7lented that "It holds a qusrter of the natural wealth of 

t he stat~ . " Its natural r esources ar e beyond esti-

mation , and the river has often been r eferred to as the 

5A. W. Spai ht, Resources , Soil and Climnte of Tex~s 
(Galveston : A. H. Belo and Conp3ny-;--1n ters , 1882 )-,-
201 . 



"state treasury . " 

3 
6 

Spaight r c:,po rted in 1882 that the soil was a "deep 

black wsxey" nlons tho river , a light elluviAl in the creek 

areos, a sray sand over a subsoi l of clay in the timbcrod 

uplands end a dark chocolate mixed with sand on the prairie . 

Cotton \.es the major crop, producing about 500 to 1200 

pounds in the seeds per acra . Corn produced from t~enty to 

forty bushels and oats thirty bushels . Many superior orch9rds 

wore yielding fine peaches , plur.is and grapes . Blackberries 

and dewberries grew wild in the county and were fo und in 

abundan~e in all areos . 7 Wild berry crops ere still found 

in sorue parts of the county . 

Present - day soil analysts divide tho count into two 

land area descriptions , Texas Blacklond Prair!c ond Texas 

Cla an Arec . The Texas Blacklend Prairie is the l east 

con-:mon end is found along the Trinity and liavosota Rivers , 

. Bedias Creek and several i solated spots in the norther-n por

ti on of the county . In those areas t he soils are primarily 

c lay and clay loam . The soil r eoction runs from slightly 

acid to alkaline and calcareous and s a tend enc y to shrink 

end swell . Crockett , Wilson , Houston Black ond Heiden are 

neroes of the soils found in the uplands , end Mill er , Tr inity , 

6auddy Wakefield , "Trinity River Rich with Poss 1-
bil i tic s for ltadison County ," Madhonville ?-~eteo r , August 24, 
1944 . 

7s paight , Resourcee , ~ and Climate , 201 . 



orwood , Kau.fn:.sn , Yahols end Gowen ere principal bot tomland 

soils . 8 

Soils of the Texas Cla pan areo are more nume rous 

4 

in t he count end developed from a Postoek Ssvannoh type 

vegot~tion . The surfoce t exture i s s end , o er a henvy dense 

clay subsoil , end acts both as a wet and dry soil . Tabor , 

Actell, and Lufkin are tho nSlllos of soils t hnt abound i n t he 

up ands , and Kosse , Iuka , Ochlockoneo and Tusc ur:tbia ere the 

main soils of the bottomlends .9 

Old-time citizons of adison County tell of runn inG 

e horse un i mpeded b brush through the tall gres3es . The 

grass was said to r each to thoir stirrups . Later , settlers 

began t o plow up t ho all grass and brush moved in to take 

it s placo . Snee that tine t he coun~y has be~ n pl ag ued with 

t he effort to improve it s soil by planting old field~ in 

grass , r emoving brush , and r e - establish! g pine in certain 

locations . 10 

In 1880 , the stand of l oblolly pine was estimated to 

exceed 200 mi llion board feet in the southern part of Madison 

Coun ty . Post Oak and associated d~ciduous t ree s were fo und 

8soil Conservation Serv ice , adison County Conserva 
tion ?;eeds Report , 1967 , l-fedisonvill e , Texas 1967, 22 . 

9 Ibid . 

10aed1as Cr eek Soil Conservation Diotrict , Program 
and Pl an , Revised Jru1uary , 1965 , 4. 



i n the uplands , end p~con , pine , oak and other hardwoods in 

t he rivor alleys . 11 Toda , hero i s very l ittle marketable 

t imber romainin in the coun ; ho~ever , somo timber i s 

5 

s till cut for use es f ence posts and railrood i es . I n 1971 , 
12 

about went per cent of tho aroa is t i mborod . 

D. E . E . Branan , i n his book on the middle count i es 

of Texas in 1857 , wrote that the c limate i n ,adison Co unty 

i s "gencrall heal h . " He continued : 

The winters aro sho r t , and co l der than on t he s ea 
board , the spring seasons mild end glow i ng with buddin 
l ife ; end the sur~~ers ero l ong , dry and sult r , the 
a utwr~s ar~ plei3ant and agreeab l e , ne i ther too hot nor 
t oo cold .... 

The Bedias Creek Soil Con sorvot i on District r eports 

t hat the c limate of the cou ty is c ho r octo r ized by mi l d 

win ters and long sum.~ers , with a graclual t 9n3ition from ono 

to t he other . During t he win er mon ths , pl eesont days alter 

nate with pe r iods of cloudy wea t he r or sl ow r a in of s e ve r al 

days ' dur ation . Sudden cold s pe l ls , known a s northe r s , 

usual l y occur b e wee n Iovember and Apr i l . Th o s umme r mon th s 

e r e hot and unfavo r abl e t o t he growth of gras s . Ra i nfall is 

11 
T. C. Ri cha r dso n , East Texas Its His to r y and I ts 

Ma ke r s , ed . Dabney 'ilhite, IITlNew York-:-Lewi s His tor i c a l 
Publ ishing Co ., 1940 ) , 1143- 1144 . 

12 
Person ~l In terview, L . B. Piboin , Dis trict Con-

servationist , Soil Con nervation Se rvic e , Apri l 2 , 1971 . 

1Jo . E. E . Brama n , B sm~ n ' s InforrnAt i on About Texas 
(Phil ade l phia : J . B. Li ppincott & Co ., 1857 ), 12. 
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slight and scattered during July , August and Septe~bcr . The 

growing season is about 261 days . Fo r fi fty-four yoars prior 

t o 1963 , the avorage r ai fall was 43 . 4 inches . The l owost 

official temp-:3rature over r ecorded in t he count· was minus 

2 degroos F . and tho highest temperature 107 dogreos F . 14 

Thero h6s a l ~ays been an abundance of wi l d game in 

Y.adison Count . Spa i gr.t r ecorded i n 1 682 t hat doe r , turkey, 

squi r rel and Hater fowl wo r e f ound in l arge n ur:1bers i n t he 

count •15 T . C. Richardson r eported in h is book, E9s t Texas 

~ History and~ {qkers , that ~ad i son Coun t was a buff alo 
16 

r ange l ons afte r i t had been establ ished . Although dee r 

and squirre l r ern9in plent i ful i n pr esen t - doy Mad ison County , 

t he buffal o and t~rkey hgve long sin ce d isappear ed . 

I n t he 186o •s , t he general health of t he peopl e wo3 

r epo r ted os good . The onl siclmess i nd i gonous t o t ho area 

was ma l ar i a and that was f ound a l ong t he r i vor bot toms 

whe r e mosquitos wer e nUinc r ou s . In those days , it was r e 

por ted that t he rin i ty Riv er had sever al sprinss , a few of 

t hem possess i ng "va l ua ble medi cinal pro perti es . " The spri s 

14Bodias Creek Soi l Conserva tion Ser vice , Prog r am 
~ Pl an , 6 . 

l 5s paigh t , Resour ces , Soil and Clima t e , 202 . 

16 
Richardso n , ~ Tex&s , 1144 . 
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ere said to produce a mineral water cal l ed "Chalyboote . "17 

The Texas Department of griculture in 1909 listod 

t he staple crops in the county as cot ton , corn , sugar cane , 

oats , sorghQ~, and both s eet and Irish pota oes . Boef 

r aisin ~a s listed as the principal interest . 18 

In 1971 , the Texf!s Alm<Jn:1 c sho, s that [adison County 

has an agricu turc-busincss economy . Corn , cotton , peanuts 

and vegetables are listed as the main crops ond r aising beef 

ca tlo remains the chef industr · . Preson ly , 40 , 000 bcof 

cattle and 2000 dair cattle are found in tho county . Tho 

annual farn incom~ is about $4 , 426 , 000 . Limited o il and gas 

minera ls are also found in the local aroo . 19 

adison Count is composed of 478 squa r e miles and 

i n 1969 had a oru ation of 8, 149 peo~le . The altitude of 

t he area vor es from 2CO to 370 feet . Janua r is the col dest 

month with an c crage temperature of approximately 40 degr ee s 

and July has the ho test temperature , ave r ag ing abo ut 94 
20 degrees . 

A nap of present day !adison Cou~ ty shows an el abo

r ate network of r oads leading f r om tho main c it i es in the 

1 7spaight , Resources , Soil and Cl imate , 202 . 

18.rexes Deportmen of Agricultur e , Bulletin ( Austin , 
Texas : Published bimonthly by Texas Depa r tment o f Agri 
culture , May- June , 1910) , 702 . 

19Texae Almanac , 1970-1971 , 314 . 

20 Ibid ., 314 . 



count with rn.sny ~o~orn interconnecting far~-to-mnrket 

highwa s . A recontl constructed interstate highway wh ch 

connects the two r.iajor Texas cities of Houston and Dallas 

runs north and south through the count . Madisonville , the 

count s cst , is the junction for two U. S . highways , 75 and 

190 , and two Texas highwa s , 21 nnd 90 . umerous creeks 

and their t ibutaries wind throu hout the count . Major 

creeks ar~ C2n~y , Iron , Kickapoo , Shepherd , Brushy , Larri 

son, Bedias e.nd Young . 21 !any of the tribes of the earl 

i abi tants of the araa canped beside theso creeks after 

migrat n from the Gulf coast . 

8 

Probably es early as 500 A.D., an a<lv3nced people 

established thenselvcs along the Gulf Const . They multiplied 

and spreed to the east and west . After a perio<l of tirne , 

these people reached the Trinity River area in Texas . They 

then occupied an area from the Atlantic coast to the eastern 

part of Texas . Archeologists have called this cultur a l 

development the }assissippl Pattern . The people were pro 

ductive agricul urally and well - developed into mutual group

ings . The Indians of East Texas became known as the Caddo 

Confederacies . 

The largest tribal member of the Ceddoes was the 

Canis (Hasinais) . They occupied the upper portions of the 

Neches and Angelina River Valleys and stretched i nto 

21Texes Highway Hap , 1962 . 



present-d~y }fadison County . 22 The Cenis wero easily dis 

tinE;uished fron other tribes bec 9use of their "hospitalit 

and gen t leness of disposition . " A l areo number of the 

people lived on the bsnks of the Trinit River and they 

c alled the orea Arco isa , \,,hich meant prai r iedor.i . Their 

l and was densel settled and the people l i ved i n extr mely 

l arge villages . Their ho:nes wero bu lt i n tho s ha pe of a 

bee - hivo , rising sone fort feet in the ai r . The Cenis pri

~9 r il rsised corn and were considered a wealthy tr ibo . The 

Comanch~s from the no~th , as thei~ allies , assisted them i n 

tradin3 with the Spanish for hor~es , money , silvor and 

clo hing . 23 When La Salle fi r st set eyes on the Ceni s in 

1686 , ha was pro i pted to wr ite , 

The illogo of the Ceni~ is one of tho l a r gest and 
most pulous I h3ve Je~n i n merlco . I is at l east 
t wenty lea6ues long ... , in hamlets of t on or t~el ve 
c abins .... Thei r cabins are fino , f orty o r f ifty 
feet high , of the shape of bee - h ves .... The f i r e 
is i n the middle , each cabin holding two f arnil i es . 24 

9 

The Co~anches wer e l ocated i n the nor thern and north

western part of Texss and a l ong the Ri o Grande as f a r a s the 

l710 Uth of the Salodo . 25 They wer e nomad i c and warli ke and 

often wandered i nto southeast Texas hunt ing g ame and r a iding 

22w. W. 1lewco:nb , Jr ., The I n d ans of Texa s (Austin : 
Univer aity of Texas Pr ess , 196TI, 280-84 . -

23Henderson Yoakum , Hi sto r y of Texas (Ne w York : 
Redfield , 1855 ) , I , 28 . 

24rb 1d ., 28 . 

25Ib id ., 27 . 
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weaker Indian tribes . The Bidai Indians , he principa l 

r ds dent s of the e:-oa no·,1 ca led Madison County , of ten fell 

vic tims o these incur~ions . The Comanches in the orea also 

26 r aided the first Spanish settlemen , kn~·..m as BucB.!'oli . 

Below the Coddoes , in an oraa which includes prosent 

da Mad son Coun., , lived a li ttle- kno"rln people called t he 

A aka ans . The bolonged to the soutieast culture , and their 

nane n:.oont "man- ea ers ' or cennibals . Tho languago of t ho 

tribe ster:rned fr om he Tunicsn l anguage stock that orig inated 

in the area of the coot of Louisiana and Mississippi . 27 

Loc ated n the norther oachos of tho Atukopan ter -

rltories was a branch of t he ir groupin call ed tho Bidais 

Indians . In the Cad doan l angu~ge , B dai rn~ant 11brush·.-10od . " 

e BidFti - -alons with the Desdoses , who weru pl'obably a 

remily outgrow th of the Bidai --occupiod the Trinity River 

Vall ey . Tnese people lived in what is now the h eart of 

dison County . 28 

The Bidai Indi ans established the ir camps a long 

Bed ias Cr eek , and their 0'1.9.in village was loc ated at the con

fl uence of th6 Trinity River and Bedias Creek . These people 

were consider~d to be a b ac~Hard t ribe in r el~tion to tho 

26iie rbar t Eugene Bolton, Tex9s n the Mid le 
Ei~hteenth Century (llew York : Russell end Russell , Inc ., 
l 9o2 ) 1 7 , 119 . 

27 •ewcomb , Indi9ns of Texas , 315-1 6 . 

28Ibld ., 316 . 
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o her Indians in the aroa . Their existence was meager , at 

best , and th0y d·.1elled in "wrotched huts . " The Bidai were 

never a lar~e tribe atd thei r ntL,bors were const8ntly r e 

duced b epid emics and fr equent raids by hostile Indian 

groups . 29 lthouE:;h tho taka ans were known to bo cannibals, 

the Eid a i were never reported to be h tu,4n flesh estors . 30 

The Franch and Spanish had differo to inions abou 

the Bids i Indians . The French r efarr ed to the Bidai as 

"feroc ous savages , vagrant misol'ables who begged for sub

sisten~e , " while he Spanish consider ed them "friendly , 

peac eful , JX)or , wanting Chr stian attention ." Te Span sh 

-ere fo und later to be more correct in their ostimat ion of 

the Bidai . In 1778 , De Hezicros reported that "The Bldai 

Ind ans are a_~o st extinct fro~ the recent ?115.la d ; they are 

given to drunkeness ; they r aise no crops , lead miserable 

vagabond live 3 and do not heed the advice of the Spaniards . 11 31 

The Bidai Indi ans ~ere friendly to the Spanish before 1770 

but la ter joined f orces with the enemies of the Spani~h . 

They were kno~-n to ac qui re fire ~rms from the French and sell 

the:n to the Lipan Apaches . I n that period the Comanches and 

29 
Rex Strickland , ".Moscoso ' s Journey Through Texas ," 

Sou h·,re s tern Historic a l Qu <i z-t e rly , XLVI , 135 . 

30 Newcornb , Ind i ans of Texas , 327 . 

311,fa l lace Davis , !:!Z Home To;m : The Bedias Story 
(Houston , Texas : Tho Gulfcoast PublishingCo ., 1953 ), 
27- 29 . 



the SpRnish wero alliod against the psches . 32 

As the r'rcnch sett lod Louisiann , the Ind ia n trib es 

in h3 t area were pus hod wes tw1rd . In one great ba ttlo , 

those tribes reet the Cenis and probsbly the Bidai on the 

left b anks of tho Trinity and almost dostro ed them in 

1781 . 33 Disease and Spanish intervention c aused the Bida i 

to dwindle . As the Bidai wasted awa , mony of thom joinod 

tribes l ocated to tho nor th and south. In 1830, the Bida i 

nur.ibered only about on e hundrod men and they wore known to 

12 

be peaceful a."'ld honest , good growers of corn and good bunters 

of deer . Those Bid9i , joining the Caddo remnants in the 

north, ..;c3re subsoquently r,1ovod to the Brazos Reservation in 

1854 and l ater to r1e Oklahoro9 r oser,,ation . 34 

W. W. 'ewcornb ;1 1 tes in his ~ook , The Ind ian.R of 

Tex as , that the Bidai were raport6d to h a e ad de ormed 

heads , but no one knows if tho India~ caused the deformity 

on purpose or if i was done unknowin ly . When a.n Indian 

mo her had a new baby , she would stra p him to a pi ece of 

bark which bad b ee n bent t o fit his body . Consequently , the 

bark's press ure caus ed the h ead of the baby to becom9 

elongsted and deforme d .35 The ear ly Span ish explorc)rs were 

t he firs white men to observe the Bida.1 deformity. 

32 e~comb , Indians of Texas , 319 . 

33Yoakum, History£.!:. Texas , 36 . 

34 e'trcomb , Ind iens of Texas , 319 . 

35Ibid ., 320- 327 . 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY EXPLOR TIOlS fu'ID HISTORIC ROADS 

The exact r outes of early explorers are difficult to 

loc ate ; ho,,:ever, the Spanish and tho French who explored 

East Texas kept travel ournals that are presently available 

for vario~s interpretations . 

One of the earlier explorers visiting the area that 

i s present-day Madison County was the Spaniard Lu s de 

Moscoso . Originally a member of the Hernando de Soto expe

dition, .oscoso continued the journey in 1542 after de Soto's 

degth . Dr . Rex Strickland wr_tos in the Soutlwostern 

His orical Quarte ly abou the expedition and concludes that 

Moscoso reached the Trini y Rivor and crossed to its west 

bank . Th~ expedition a parently crossed the Trinity just 

below a site thst later be c8.I'le known as Robbins Ferry and 

was above the mouth of Bedias Creek .1 A copy of the ori inal 

map of .{oscoso ' s ourney shows that his party entered the 

southeas em portio'!"l of present- day tadison County. and 

traveled a.lor. 2 what later became known as the La Bahia Ro ~d . 

1strickland , "toscoso ' s Journey , '' Southwestern 
Quarterly , XLVI, 113 . 

2 Ibid ., 158 . 

13 
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Before cross!~ the Trinity , loscoso camped on the east 

sido of the rivor and ten scouts wore sent across the rivar 

s earch for food . The scouts captured several Indians and , 

from thoh• description, Strickland surmises that they woro 

the lowly Bidais . A Hasinai (Canis ) guide could not UJ1dor

st end thoir dialect , and he crossing appears to h ave takon 

pl ace at the site of the Bidai co.mp located at the niouth of 

the Bejias Crook on the Trinity . The scouts were unable to 

do term ne what lay nh1Jo.d in their journey end consequently 

the Spaniards , no~ on the west b ank of the river , r emained 

f or n f ew da sand , bei g apprehensive a out cont inuing , r a-

t urnE,d along the r ou e fro:ri which they ce1ne . 3 

Anothe r f smous traveler to Texas was La Salo . Hi3-

tori ans Mve disagreed for years o er the site where Robort 

Cavolier , Sieur de La Salle , was k llcd on arch 20 , 1667 . 

Man7 historians Agree t h.st La Salle was kill ed on t he Uava

ao a River near present - day avas ota , Tex as . The deb9.te 

s tems from the fact that the path that La Salle foll owed is 

d ifficult to pinpoint . 4 

Froncis Par~n, the noted histori an , believed that 

La Salle was murdered on one of t ho Trinity River tributaries . 

) Ibid ., 134-135 . 

~111 Wa r9.von , "Old Map Shows Le Salle was Kill ed 
S. E. of Madisonvill e , " Madisonville 1eteor , Decornbe r 6 , 
1962 . 
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Recentl, an historical collector c ame into possossion of 

an old map that tend3 to corrobo1•ate Parkman ' s infor;:nation . 

The map was publ shed in 1773 and bears a scribbled note 

which is positioned o the ms.p just b elow the site of what 

i s now ~adisonville . The note i s written in Spanish : "~ 

fu e mue1•ta J . do~ S3lle E!l ~ ~ 1687 . 11 "Hore is hero 

ons i eur De La S9.llo was killed in the ear 1687 . 11 Tho map 

was acquired from the Spanish rchivos . Apparently , the 1"'1,1p 

was prepared in 1749 during the Spanish colonization prosrani 

by Jo se de Escandon . Bill iol r a ven , in his article about the 

dea h site , states that t he Alonzo de Leon expedition to East 

Texas in 1609 probabl provided the information for the Ill!lp 

concerning tho site of La Salle ' s murdor . 5 

E . W. Cole studied tho offici&l diory of Eenri 

Joute , the La Sal le expedition hi storian , and p~rsonally 

traced the journey across Walker Count fron i ts southwest 

edge to its nor thwest corno r . 6 Although prior to 1853 the 

area now known as southeastern ~di~on County was part of 

Wal ker Count , fadiso n County r ec e ives at least part of t he 

f a~e fron the Walraven article . 

Aa explor8 ions con tinued in East Texas end the 

Spanish gained infl uence t hro hout Texas , a Spanish 

5Ibid . 

6E . W. Cole , "La Salle in Texos , 11 Southwestern 
Hi sto r ical Quarterly , XLIX , 482-500 . 
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s et lo~ont was estoblishod on the wost b nnk of the Trinity 

River about two loagu~s abo ve tho Bid a i Indion enc ampment . 

In 1774 he Spsni5h Governor , Rippcrda , exiled a group of 

f ern lies from Los does , located in the vicini t o f what ls 

now b.coedoches , because of contr o.band trado with the In

di ans . The~e f aMilies r oceived _perm ss ion to settle o tho 

Trini ty in September , 1774 , The f a~ilies wc~o to s et up the 

colllI!lunity a5 an outpost ag a nst the French . Gil Yb arbo is 

given credit for organizing t h ettle:nent . 7 The cornrnLmity 

was n amod luestra Senoro del Pil a r d o Bucareli (also kno"-"n 

as Paso To~~s) and ca ll ed Buco r eli . Within a short period of 

tiMe Buca.rcli had a "plaza , church , guard house , t wenty 

houses of he,._-n ,,,ood , and nume rous huts . " The settlers we1re 

mlide to pay o taxos or church tithes for a period of ten 

ye e rSJ . l thcugh i t was a prosperous col'lT'luni t y because of 

i llici t trade 1th the French , an epid~mic in 1777 and 

Comanche raids in 1778 caused the Spanish to consider de ~ert -
8 

i ng th9 settlement . 

Father Batello, a Spanish pri&st , bec aM~ disheart ene d 

and left Bucar~li , an d in a letter he wrote on December 23 , 

1778 , be-:noancd the life of the settlement . He concluded 

the Bue& ell "ahould be abandoned ; t hat be s ides beinE; 

7Bol tcn , Te as n El hteenth Con ury , 116-118 . 

Bi-ial ter Prescott Webb and H. Ba Uoy Carrol 1 (eds .), 
The Handbook of Texas , I (Austin : Te x as State Historical 
As soci ation , i952) , 2)5 . 
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thraatoned with destruction b· the Connnches , it wo~ in-

ca ablo of irriE;ation nnd h ad provod unho olthful because of 

hes • r ains . . 

To odd to tho serJ of tho people , a flood on Ft·b-

r uary 14 , 1779 , c aused the Trini t River t o o crflow it s 

b anks , d rol-:n ing cbout half of th~ 1 ive s toe k in the co:rnrauni 

ty . The r vcr rose halfway up the wal ls of tho vill age 

housa3 . Almost si~ultoneou3ly , the Coma nches struck Bucsroli 

s ga in . The people , coMpletoly disenchanted , flod towo r d _the 

east and settled jn the icinity of the o d mission fit acog

dochcs . Thus , tho b eginning of the modern city of ~coc

docbes , Texas , c an b e troced fro?r. tho Buco el i settle~.1e t 

wh ich dato~ fro~ pril 30 , 1779 .10 Later , Robb ins Forry ·os 

es ablished at the old site of Buco.rel! and a modern steol 

bride span~ th~ river at ha t locat ion toda y . Tho brid£c 

is loc ated about fifteen milos east of {adisonville on Tcx~s 

H ghwP.y 21 . 

In 1805 , the Spani sh governor of Texas , lanuel 

Antonio Cordero , sent three companies of troops to e.."1 ero e. 

c elled S. 9ni3h Bluff (Trinidad) , located a short distance 

below t ho old Bucareli se tt l e::ient . The purpose of the s et

t lement was to r ega in possession of ter ritor cla i med bJ the 

United Sta tes . 11 

9Bolton , Texas in Eighte enth Century , 436 . 

l Oibid ., 437- 39 . 

l lTezos lnen ec , 1857, 1$0 . 
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Sevorol years later , i n 1 812 , Lieutonont Augustus 

-tagce , a ouni; officer i n the United Stotcs rm , turned to 

i deos of enpiro ~hen he f ailed to receive a promotion to 

captain . Feeli that the republican c auso in Texas needed 

conpetent soldiers , he appointed h nself co l onel in the 

''Republicsn r :n of the North" and began to organi ze an ar:ny . 

The r evo ution was continuing i n Texas and lagee jo ined wi th 

Be r nado Gutierrez de Lara , a woal th man o f ?l ue vo San tander , 

o i nvade Texos .12 

The Spani$h sol diers f l ed from Nacogdoches as t he 

Magee - Gutierrez expedition eppr onched in 181 2 . Tho descend -

an s of Gil 1b2rbo welcomed the invader s . ov i ng q uickly , 

t h•3y strucl~ ~panish Bluff and So.n Antonio , and won sreat 

victor es . ~~elve hund r ed Span i~h so diers s urrende r ed at 

Sen Anton_o after o~e of. egee 's offlcers promised t hem 

s af ety . At that poln, Gutie rrez plotted with one of his 

off i c ers , a Ca tain Delgado , to t ake pol i t ical cont r ol of 

Texas . e l gado was to t ake he Spa n ish Governor end a group 

of prisoners to Louisiana t o r e~ove t hem from the con t ested 

area . Along the ma r ch , embi ttered over his f a the r ' s dea t h at 

the hsnd3 of the Spanish , he sl aughter ed the Spanish governo r 

and a l arge number of t he prisoners from San Antonio . Con

s equently , Gutie r rez wos f orced t o r esign and Mag ee died , 

leav ing hi s col'!mand t o Henry Pe r ry . After severa l dis as trous 

12T . R . Fehrenba ch , Lone Star : A Hi s t ory of Texos and 
Texen3 ( ew York : Tho Macmilla.n Compan y~ 1968 ) , 120- 126 . 
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fights, the re!"ll19nts of the :agoo-Guticrrez expodition were 

f o1•ced to floe toward the cast . Elisondo , the Spanish 

cor.irnandor , pursued and caught up with about eighty of the 

survivors of the expedition at Spanish Bluff (Trinidad ). 

Renembcring the atrocities of Delgado earlier , the Spaniards 

tied the !'!!en in groups of ton and paraded them to an old 

c p1•ess tree whero they were massacred . Captain Delgado •a~ 

e~~r.g tho~e slain . 13 Spanish Bluff later had a f erry c rossing 

the Trinity at its site . Presently , nothing remains of the 

old sottlono-:1 t . 

~jor W. C. Youns , from South Carolina , was the first 

perr:iancnt s&ttle~ in what ~as to b ecome !adison County . He 

later e&:.:n~u faru, st the BB t tlc of San Jae into . Iajor Young 

r eported in 18.31 that the r.,assacl'e of the Hagee - Gutie1•rez 

expedition had ::ken place at "oull Hill , " loc ated n ea r the 

preeent city of Midway i n tadison County . He was quoted as 

s aying , "their bleachins bones were still to b e s een in 

1 6)1 . 1114 

Al though several forts wore established in East Texa~ , 

only one was located close to the Madison County area . In 

1840 , a company of minute men under the co!l'Ilnend o f Thomas 

N. B. Greer e3tabl1shed Fort Boggy as headquarters f or the 

Boggy- Trinity Rangers . Tho f ort was l ocated Just to the 

l ) Ibid ., 120- 126 . 

14a1cherdson , ERat Texas , 1144 . 
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northeast of present-d ay }fod ison County in what later bee rune 

Leon Count • The f ort served as pro tect ion for tho frontier 

in the area and later a community sprong up in tho vicinity 

by the same n mne . 15 

Tho old r oads running thl•ough Madison County arc 

even more fsmous than the early settlements , for along t hose 

tra il s h_story wos made in early Texas . William Hogon in his 

book, The Texas Rooublic , shows that the principal roods in 

~~dison County in 1845 both convorged ne ar the old Robbins 

ferry on the Trinit River . The northel'n rood thot r an east 

to west th.rough tho nroc was known by th.reo different names : 

Old San Antonio Road , El c.rrr.ino Real , and the King's Highway . 

The lower rvcd through th~ a r ea bro~rn awoJ from the Old San 

An ton:!.o !?oad 30l'll'J',..here beb~eon the Trinity River and wha.t ls 

now ¥.idway anci continued in a s outhwe:te rly direct ion . It 

was named the L~ Bahia Roaa .16 It i s somet i me s c alled the 

Opelousas , or Lower Road , and early s e ttlers r eferred to it 
17 

as Labadec P.cad . The La Bahia Road b egan as an east- west 

Ind ian trail on the border between Texas end Louisiana and 

continued west , cross ing the old Robbins Ferry location on 

15webb and Carroll (eds ,), Handbook of Texas, I , 621 . 

1 t>wllli a~ Ro nson Hogan , The Texas Republic (Norman : 
University of Oklahor:,a Press , 19Ii]>T,-~map . 

17w. D. i'iood , "Origin of NameD of Madison County ar.d 
Mad 1sonvillo , " Qu.arterl:;z: of The Texas State Historical 
Associetion , VI-4, Apr il ,190) , Tir. 
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the Trinity o.nd running on through Washirl!;to n on the Brazos 

and Goliad . The Spaniards l aid out the western portion of 

the trail, which bece.me known then as the Atascosito Road .18 

A map of old Spanish Texes shows that in 1689 Alforn:o 

de Le on l aid out the Le Bahia Road while on an expedition 
19 

loo king for the survivors of La Salle ' s party . His one-

h undred - ~an force appsrently ncvor found any of the French 
20 in the area . Today , tho Ls Bahia is traceable on ol n:.aps 

but no trace of i t physically exists in Had ison County . 

The Cam_n~ Real (Old Sou Antonio Road ) is , accordins 

t o one source, tho "oldest 1•egularl y traveled highway of 
21 

c ivil ization in Texas . " The Old San Antonio Roa d had i ts 

beginnine as an early India n and buffalo trail . I t was firs t 

t r a~ed in 1691 by the provincial gove11no r of Texa s , Dom ngo 

Te r en de las Rios , b etwgen tonclova , the c dp i to l of the 

provinc e , and a Spanish mission i n east Texas . Early 

travelers on the r oad were t he Fr&nch trade r , Louis Jucheroau 

de St . Denis , in 1714 , and Moses Austin , in 1820 . yearly 

Anglo - ericans tr9veled the r oad to the interior of Tex3s . 

The r oate was r econs t ruc t ed by V. N. Zivloy i n 1915 f ron a 

1778 di~r--J of Juan Agus in Morfi . Tho Old San Antonio Road 

l8webb and Carroll (eds . ) , H3ndbook of Tex.as , I , 2 . 

1 9yo3ku."1 , History of Texns , )80 , map . 

20Jb1d .' 44 . 

21Rich.~rdso n , East Texa~, 1144 . 
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is prosontly a nodern highway which runs through the count y 

and establishes a portion of the bound ary between Leon and 

tsdison Count ies . ormangee , loc ated just outside Madison 

Count in the northwest , has the distinction of being the 

ho~e for the Old San ntonio Road Association . 22 

Man- legend s have been told about the Old San Antonio 

Road . One that is pa rticularly interesting concerns early 

Spon s travelers on a s ection of ro9d thnt now borders 

Madison County . Sorneti~e in tho early days , a Spa n ish cara

van of pack I"lttles l oden with silver stopped to ca111p for tho 

night . f ter dark , Indi sns att9cked the sleeping men . The 

Spaniards , fe aring for their livos , dumped the silver! 1 a 

lake and fled . Only threo escaped and , years l ater , one :-o 

t urned o search for the s il vor . He never found the t r ~:isL~1•e , 

al thoug~ coins , called Sp3nish soveroiens , have been found 

along the ro~d . One c oin was dated 1775, which predetes the 

American Declara ion of Independence . 23 

The La Bahia and the Ol d San Antonio Road wera used 

by e arly settlers of Texas in ?ebruar y , 1836 , when An tonio 

Lopez de Santa Anna be an h i s conquest of Texas . The t erm 

"Run13way Scrape" was first used dur ing tho sett lers ' fl ight . 

Hard press ed by San ta Anna , t he s ettlers f rom Ref ugio , San 

Patricio , San Antonio , Washington- on - the - Br azo s and o ther 

22~ebb and Car roll (eds .), Hondbook of Toxas , II, 
309- 10 . 

23J . Y. Gates and H. B. Fox , AH storf of Leon Coun ty 
(Centerville , Te.:iui3 : Leon ~0•1nty Heirs: 19J6 ,2 .--
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south central areas becan their rnove toward cast Tex.9s . 24 

Many of the fleeing settlers gatherod nt Robbins Ferry to 

cross the Trinity on tho ono ferry boat that was available. 

The refugees were scetteroj all over the Trinity bot tom from 

Young's Creek (no~ Midway) to tho ferry . White settlers and 

thei r slaves , trovelling in all types of conveyances , wero 

there . Wagons , hacks , and slides drawn by ox.en , mule s , and 

horses dotted the countryside . The group probably nUMbered 

es m~ny as 200 people . When only a few people had crossed 

the river , word was r ~coived that Senta Anna had boon de

fe ated at San Jocinto . The settlers turned back on the old 

roed3 and return9d to their ho,os . 25 

The Robbins Ferry that has been montionod sevoral 

ti~es was first est3blished on the Tr n_ty River by Joel 

Leakey at Paso Tonas (olj Blicaroli ) in 1829 . Several years 

later Nathaniel Robbins built a ferry to cross the f ord and 

named it for himself . In 1852 , EJ.ish!l. Clapp acquired the 

fe r r y and his descendants continued its operation until 1928, 

when a steel highway bridga was built . Fr om 1852 on, the 

s ite was known as Cle.pp ' s Ferry and Nadison County citizon3 
26 s till r ofer to it by thnt na~e . 

The early ro3ds leading from th~ ferrie s and across 

24webb snd Ca rroll (eds .), Handbook of Texas , II , 
514- 15 . - -

25sue Corley , "Early Day History of Madison County," 
M.9d i sonv il le Meteor , January 28 , 1932 . 

2 
48J . 

ebb and Carroll (eds .), Handbook of Tox4s, II , 



24 
T xas e e oth ng ut t ai s . illiam Ransom Hogan states 

in The Te o.s ReEublic h t the roads most hen. ily t avo ed 

e e no mo than dust trails du in dr eather and marshy 

ru s in wet w athe . In early 1831 , Sam Houston wrote of 

he roads in the e ral vicin t of l ater-d y Madison 

oun t th st me the ro a 's are most terrible and im-

poss ble in his section of he coun 127 

27 o , Texas Republ c , $2 . 
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CHAP'r~R III 

CREATIOI . ?ID ORGAJIZATION 

exico had ga ined its inde ondonco from Spain in 

1821 and Texas becane part of the ne~, Empire of Mex co . 

•!oses ustin, a Hssouri banke r , saw groat pror.iiso in the 

land called Texas and consoqucntly in 1820 had r equested 

permission from he Spanish govorn~ent to establish a 

colony there . AlthouGh his equest was granted , Austin 

di ed before he could ore9nizo the colony . His son , Stephen 

F . Austin, continued plons for the colony and in 1821 

established the first A?Tlorican settlement in Texan along the 

Brazos and Colorado fiivers . The s_te was in an area l ater 
1 

to be callod /eshington- on-the- Brazos . 

In 18)1, while still under lexican control, Texas 

was organi~ed into three ds artments , called Bex9r , Brazos , 

and Nacogdoches . The north13rn portion of Austin 's colony 

wa s loca ted in Brazos Department . The people of that de 

partm~nt submitted a petition to the San Felipe political 

chief , JBJT1es B. iller , requ~stin that a municipality b e 

111Texas , '' Encyclo:,~dia Brit~mnica . 27th ed ., XXI , 
993- 94 . 

26 



organized at Washington-on-the-Brazos . The petition was 

granted and on Jul 16 , 1835, an election determined the 

27 

2 
officinls for tho municipality . Later , after Texas sained 

its lndependencet , the Congress of the Ropublic of Tiixnn 

made ~ashington a county . Th~ boundaries wero delineated 

by en act of Congress : 

Be it enacted by the Sena to and House of Reprc
sentat ves of the Republic of Texas, in Congr~ss as
se~bled , That all the districts of the country within 
the following desc ribod bou.'"'ldary be, and coMpone the 
count of Washin3 ton, (to wit :) beginning at tho mouth 
of Caney Crook on he west bank of the Brazos river , 
then up the said creek to its northwostern source , 
t hence in a western direction, to the southe!'Jst corn0r 
of tha league of land gr3nted to Harmon Hensley on 
Mill croek; thence west to tho ridgo dividing the 
waters of New Year's and Yegua creeks of th~ Brazos , 
thence north along said ridge with the eastern boundary 
of the counties of Fayette and Aina (later called 
Bastrop ) to the Old S3n Anton:i.o Road ; thence east with 
s aid river o its mouth ; t enco down the river Brazos 
to the place of beginning . 3 

Subsequently , Burleson , Brazos , Loo , 1ontgot1ery , Grimos , 

Madison, Walker , end San Jacinto counties were carvod out of 

Washington County.4 

adison County , like its northern neighbor , Leon 

County , was settled as a r e!lult of tho Westward Hove111ent of 

1840 , although a few perrrtenent settlers arrived in the early 

2cha.rles F . Schmidt , A History of Washington County 
(San Antonio : Maylor Compony--; 1949), 7-::S . 

3:s . P . N. G9.rr.rnol (ed .), Laws of Texas (Austin : 
Gammel Book Co ., 1898 ), II , 748 .---

4schm dt , His ory of Washin0ton County , 8. 
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1800 ' s . The man reoson for their sett l ement of Texas was 

economic . Peop e desired cheDp lands and rnony ruid "get

ricb-quic · 11 plans . Host migz-ated to bet ter their l ot in 

life and a few to escape punishr.rnnt for some wrong- doing . 

The developne nt of n ow cotton land , high cotton prices , and 

the cheap econon cs stem of slavery were incentives to 

con tinue the migr~tion . Probably , as in Leon County , the 

desire for new cotto:i lands was the prim.9ry inc entive of 

the earl s ottlors rnovine to ·Iadison Cou t . 5 As the area. 

now cal l ed Ia.diso:1 Coun ty gr-ow with the inf lux of so t tlers , 

Texas legislators were in the process of cons t tuting n eH 

coun ties . 

Fron the count · o! '· nshington , the Congress of tho 

Republic of Texss ruade several smaller count ies . One of 

those counties cros. e in 1837 was Montgor:iory . 6 Although 

an a ttempt wou d be made to c arve 1adison County from Mont

go~ery ~ounty in 1842 , it would bo anotho eleven yeo rs 

before !adison County would bo of fie ially croo ted . When the 

Fifth and Sixth Congresses of Texas net in 1841 and 1842 , 

several count ... as were orga:i lz ed as 11 judlcia l counties . " The 

terr.i "judicial counties" was applied to those counties which 

wer e not given r epresentation in Con3ress . The judicial 

5oa tes and Fox , History of Leo n Coun tr. , 4. 
6John W. Baldwin , An ~9rly History of ~olkor County , 

Tex~s . Unpubli shed oster •s Thesis, am Houston State 
Teachers Col lege , 1957 , 25 . 
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count of Madison was croated Februer 2 , 1842 , and 

incl uded the "w'3stern half of presont Hontgornory County , 

part of presont Walker County and a slica of San Jacinto 

Co unty ." 7 The act read : 

Be it enactod b the Senate and Ho~se of Repre
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress 
assembled, That all that portion of ·!ontgom~ ry County 
bounded as follows , to wit : Be inning on the San 
J acinto , here the lino of H3rris county c rosses the 
s ame ; thence eastward, with the lino of said county 
to the l ine of Trin ity county , thencs northward , wi th 
t he line of said county; to the n,)rth- west cornor 
thereof ; thence , westward , a diroct line , to the north
east corner of a league of l and granted to John Shan
non, on th9 San Jacinto, thonce do~m tho San J ac into 
to t he placo of beginning, shall constitutg a n ew 
county to be callod the c ount of ,adison . 

By the act of 1842 , Consress r equired fadison County 

t o mark i ts boundaries , to pay for the cost of such action 

and t o hold county elec ions. I t was also directed tha t 

Mad ison County constitute a Board of Con."lissioners who were 

to l ocate the coun y seat on a tract of l and to be purchased 

that did not exceed 1 60 ac~es . The commissioners were to 

s ell l ots fro~ the 160 acres and with tho procoeds build a 

"court house , j ai l end other public buildings . 119 

Later that sane yeer the judicia l counties wore held 

to b e unconstitutional in viol ation of Article I , Section 5, 

of the Constitution . The article stated that "e ach county 

128 . 
7wobb and Carroll ( eds .), Handbook of Texaz , II , 

8oan-Jnel (ed .), Laws ofTexus , II, 91 . · 

9 Ibid ., 92 . 
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10 shall be entitled to st l east one r opreson tative , " and at 

that time Nadison Coun t y was not roprcsentod i n Congress . 

In 1837, Robertson Count y was c r ooted from Hi le.no 

Count and organized in 1838 . Subsequent l y , Le on Co unt 

was f o .ed fron Robertson Count on •arch 17, 1846 .11 
Al

most one month l oto , on Apri l 6, 1846 , Grim8s and Wal ke r 
12 

Counties ~ere crea ted out of ~nt~ome ry County . From t he 

counties of Grime s , Walke r end Leon, dison Count was 

crooted official l y on Janua r 21, 1853 .13 The ac t of the 

l egislators s tated that the n ew county of .ad i son ould b e 

defined as f ollows : 

Beg nning at the mouth of Bed i a s Creek on t he 
Tr inity r iver, and r unni g up t he ma in Bed i as t o a 
po nt where t he line between the coun ties of Grime s 
end ~al ker c ros~cs th~ same ; thence by a direct line t o 
t ho north .. , es t corne r o f a troc t of l end in t he no.me of 
B. Q. Hodloy , on the Havaso a r i ver ; t hence up s a id 
s t r eam t o where the Sa n Anton io r ood crosse s t he s ame ; 
thence r unninz with the south bo unda r y of Leon Coun t 
t o t he southHQst co r ne r o f l ee Garr et t ' s s urvey ; 
thence on a di rec t l i ne t o the n or th- eas t corner of 
Eiram WRlker• a su rvey on tho wost bank of the Trinity 
River , and t hence do~m the r i ve r t o ho pla ce of be 
g innin .14 

1~ . L . Batts , "Defunc t Coun t i e s of Texa s ," South
western · 1s t or c ol Qua r te r ly , I, 87 . 

11 J en e Francis Leo he r s , Thro ugh the Years : A 
Historic al 3ke tch of Leon Coun t! and t he Town of Oakwood , 
publ ished by the su t h~l946 , 2-.- -- --- --

12os.mmel (ed .), Laws S!.!_ Texas , I I , 8-9 . 

I, 88. 
1 .3t3o.t ts , "Defunct Coun t i e s ," Southwestern _9,ua r terly , 

1 4.owm:el (e d . ) , Laws of Tex a s , III, 10-11. 



Congress declarod thst after elections woro hold, 

all co urts for the count would meet i n tho homo of James 

itchell , Jr ., until the county se a t was established . The 

count seat was to b e selected b a simple majority of tho 

people oting . Congress declared th9.t the county would be 

known as !9.dison and tho county s eat Madisonville ; and 

f urther gave the a pprox i mate locat ion of he count seat . 

I n part , the act ro ad , "the said county seat to be located 

shall , in no event , be nore than five miles from the centro 

of the said co unt . ,,l5 
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a.dison County was named for President J amos Madison , 

who t..as born n Orange County , Virginia , on March 16, 

1751 .16 His politic al caree r brou ht him f ame and i n 1808 

ho "'a3 elected ?resident of tho United States , where he 

s erved for two terns . Because of hi s fine wor k in wr iting 

t he Consti ut on of th Un ited States , he became known a s 

t he ''Father of the Constitution . " Th e man r espon s i ble fo r 

r eco!':'l.~c~ding th~t, dison Coun ty b e created was Dr . Pl ea83n t 

Wil li8J'!1s Kittrell . He was al so given t he privi l ege of n g 

it and later c o..."Tle to be known as the 11Fa ther of Mad i son 

Count . 1117 Dr. Kitt r ell was born in Ki t t r oll Spr i ng3 , 

1 5Ibid ., 1 0 -11 . 

16z. T . Fulm3~e , The .!L_s ory and Geo ra 12.1 of Texas 
ao Told in CounJy lones . Publi3h~d by tho autho r , 1915 , 
"62--;r:-

l 7z,1r3 . Sam W. Jackson, Scra.pbook on His t ory of 
Ma dison County . (Unpublished ). 
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North Carol ina, i n 1805 . He sub equently graduated from 

Chspo l Hill an<l rccoived his medical training from t he 

Uni ers i ty of P.:mnsylvania . W, H. Kittrell , Jr . , in l ater 

year~ s a id of his grandfathor that h e s erved i n the Legi s

l atures of North Carolina , Alc.boroa , and Texas .
18 

Af ter the 

county W6S organized on August 7, 1854 , 19 Dr . Kittrell 

s erved i n tho Sixth Texas Legislature and bec ane the first 
20 r epresentative for the official county . Dr . Kittrell wus 

the per!:lonal ph sic ia n of General Sam Houston and was at 

hi s b edside at the Steamboat House in Huntsv ill e when the 

General died . Subsequently , Dr . Kitt r ell purchasod the 

f amous Steamboat House and diod t he r e in 1867 dur ing a 

21 yellow f ever epidemic i n Walke r County . 

Madi~onville , the county seat of ~d is on County, i s 

located on a league of l and granted by t he Hexic an Govern

men t to Job Starks Collard on Hay 28, 1835 . Coll9rd wo.s a 

member of the Austin colony . When the county b ega n i ts 

organization at empts in 1853 and 1854, Collard donated 

1 8i3ased on correspon ence between~ . H. Kittrell , 
Jr ., grand Jon of Dr . P . W. Kittr ell and .!r . Ray Moore 
Stelle , Suporintendent for Texas School for the Deaf , 
Decomber 7, 1953 , 

19webb and Cal'roll (eds . ) , Hondbook of Texas , 128 . 

20:,rembers of he ~ s ature of the State of Taxes 
fron 1 8!~6 to 19J9 . Published by State of Texas , January 15 , 
1939 . 

21Mr3 . Sam W. J ackson , Scrapbook on Histo ry of 
¥.adison County (unpublished ) . 
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approxima tely two hundred acres to the people of the county 

"for tho purpose of establishine a to\m site . " Although 

r ecords are not available to define the oxact original 

boundaries , a study of the records of the oreo surrounding 

[ad isonville r eves led that tho town s i to was loc e ted on a 

narrow tract of land running fro~ present day U. S . Highway 

75 to the western bounder of the two city c ometories on the 
22 ~est side of t own . 

W. D. Wood , a distinguished re s i dent of the 1-tadison 

Cowity and Leon County area , was in :Hadisonv il le du1~ ng the 

s \..UTl!!1.er of 1853 when town lo ts were b eing sold . He • .-rote 

t hat the to~"D square o r courthouse square wa s loc ated about 

two hundr~d yards fron t he Job Collard r esidence . Wood 

r eferred to Colla rd as a. "mos t us eful and exemplary c 1 tizen," 

from a re~ pected family , who was active in matters "civil 

end rnilitary . 1123 

T . C. Ric ha r ~3on says that there was no WAY to de 

te rmine the c unbor of r esidents in 1854 when the county was 

organized ; ho~rever, he nunber must have b een conside1•e.ble , 

for in 1856 Bremen 's list of Post Offic es shows tha t Madison

ville and .El'Jood were both listed as "county towns ." No 

explanation is given why there were two county towns , b ut 

22Willi e:n Ray Malone , "Early History of Madi sonville ," 
Madisonville Meteo r , Juno) , 1954 . 

2 .3w . D. Wood , "Origin of Neme s of Madison County and 
Madisonville , '' QuA rter y of the Texos St ote Historical 
Association , VI -4 {April ,-i90.3Y, 334 . 
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often in those early days it took se cral elections to 

deternine where the count soot would be located . Richard 

son conjectures that courts were probably held in both 

loc at ons between 1854 and 1856 prior to the establishrr.ent 

of Madisonville as the perwsnent county seat. 24 It now 

appears that adisonville wos selected es the county soat 

over El~ood because of the requir~ment to locate the count 

administration within fivo miles of the center of the county . 

In addition, the own site of l·~disonville was denoted to 

the peop e of the county . • ~disonville was also situated 

clos e to a supply of fresh drinki water that ~es avoilnble 

in a stream-fed lake lo cated on the northeast sid~ of the 

town site. 

W. H. Kittrell , Sr ., the son of the fa ~ous doctor , 

r elated in an article in the county n ewspapor that Madisor.

ville was known es "a wild and wooly burg" before the Civil 

War and after , and the county was r eferred to as the "Frc-e 

State of .adison . 1125 In 1·lrs . S3m W. Jackson 's scrapbool<: i s 

an article by Ed KilllUln takon from the Houston Post . ~[r . 

Kilrn.a1,, roportins on tha journal of Dr . P. W. Kittrell , the 

f ounder of -!adison County , quoted one of the notes i n the 

journal . It read : 

~adison county , apart fr om its range odvantagos is 
a poor place to live , ~nd especiRlly to r a ise a f~~ily . 

24Richardson , East Texas , 1144 . 
25 3 . San W. Jackson , Scrapbook on History of 

Madison County (unpublished) . 



Whilst thcro ere sevoral fan lies of good , plain , 
xcellent people there for who~ I formed a sincere 

attachment , yet thero is quite a nw1ber of lowmindod , 
l owflung creatures amons whon persons of sensibility 
& r efine~ent cannot live with any sotisfaction . 26 

35 

·Iadison Count in the l ato 1840's and early 1850 1 s 

wss not always a quiet and peaceful place and the people 

were not necessari ly law- abidill{; . Se eral incidents of mis 

conduct took plece in the lato 1840 1 s hat required the ad -

intstration of justice . A judgo from ~ontgomery County , 

whose nar:io cannot be determined , arri ed and held the fi rst 

officia l court in the nor ther 1 port of Hlldison County . Al 

t hough the details of the trial are no a•rnilable , it is 

kno·,m that women were convicted and s untenced to torus in 

the state penitent ary . Crime continued on the inc rease 

and additional courts were held n and around the t own site 

of 1adisonville . One trial was conducted under a stand of 

trees located in the vic inity of the presen - day First 

Baptist Church . 27 

In 1854, the firat courtho use in tadisonville ~as 

con~tructed of rough logs. Several years later it was de

stroyed b y fire and quickly reconstructed . The second court 

house burned in 1667 . Lumber was hauled from sawmills in 

ad jacent counties on ox c arts and a more modern courthouse 

26Ibid . 

2 7w . N. Colern,qn , County Judge , "Courthouse History 
From Shade Tree Justice to Present ," disonvil l e Mateo~ , 
August 21i , 1944. 
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ss built tho sar.ic yoar. On Jnnuary 2 , 1873 , the court

house burned for the third time and with it went all the 

records of Madison County. Several days later , the court

ho use was re-established in an old Masonic building and it 

renained t~er~ until 1878. On April 2 , 1878 , the Com

missioner~ Court ~et to discuss the construction of a new 

cour thouse . 28 

W. C . Gibbs, County Judge , P. Y. . Goroe , R. S. Page 

and H. B . Cobb, Commissioners, and William W. Visor , County 

Cler~, were the me~bcrs present . The court determined thst 

a t ax of one-ha f of one per cent wou d be leviod on a 1 tho 

ass essed property of the county to pay for the construct ~n 

of a new brick court~ouso . Thon.as and WornJr , a firm of 

contractors , was given the building contract . In Janu3ry , 

1879 , the building was completed . It was forty fe e t squ~re , 

two stories tall and divided by a ten-foo~ hall . The second 

floor had three rooMs which included the court room , jury 

room and judge's office . The bottom f loor was div ided i n to 

four office room~ . That building stood for only a f ew years 

before the Co!ITTlissionors Court rendored it unsafe fo r use . 

At that time , the col'TlI'llisslonero decided to build a spectacular 

building, one that would draw attention in the eastern ps.rt of 

Texas . 29 

28Ib1d . 

29Ibid . 
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The Houston architoctural firm of F . S . Glover 

dra.fted the plans for the n ew building in mixed Gothic and 

Flemish design . Myer Brothers and Risk of Houston was 

award ed the building con tract for the S W11 of $25 , 300 on 

February 17, 1894 . Tho old courthouse was de mo lished and 

cons truction began . A t ax of tHenty-five c ents on each one

hundred - dollar valuation of property in the county was 

l evied to pay fo~ the building . Bonds in the amount of 

$25,000 , to mature in forty ye ars , were also is suod . Two 

kilns of brick were burned in the vicinity of the old Perry 

Ashley home . B. S . Malone worked as t ho consultant engineer 

for the Commissioners Court . Whon the courthouse was com

pleted , it gave the appearance of a l arge ststoly c astl e 

st andin.,;, in thr:, middle of tho t own square . 30 Mrs . Ben H. 

Park , a l ong - time r esident of t he county , r ecalled that her 

husband hauled the clock, that adorned the top of the cou1•t

house for sevent7- three yea r s , by ox wagon from Huntsville . 

The t r p took ovo~ four days . The cloc k was so large th.at 

nothing else could be broueht in tho wagon wi th it . 31 

On ?fay 14 , 1967 , the picturesque old Madison County 

Courthouse burned to the ground . When the r ed sandstone 

corner block ~as reMoved from tho debris of the burned -out 

bu i ldin~ , a s~all metal box wa3 found in a carved - out 

JOib id . 

3111 courthouse Clock Broueht in by Oxen ," Madison
v ille Meteor , May 18, 1967 . 
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recess of the stone . In the box was nn old copy of the 

~disonville }~ t eor , badly fadod and damaged by rye 

whiske that h 9d le3ked from a h alf-pint bottle also round 

in the cont ~iner . Anothor old r oper printed in choructors 

that was tho ught to b e Yiddish was found in tha box . 

Several coins--inc luding ono half dollar , a half dime , three 

V nickels ( one dated 1883 ), ono 1876 dime , and three Indian

head pennies --we re also found in the container . The county 

records survived the firo in a fireproof vault and were 

moved to tho old Madisonville High School building, which 

s orvcd as a tenpo r a ry courthouse until the n ew one was 

completed in 1970 .32 

A new modern fire-proof courthouse mado of brick 

and stono and trimmed ;Ii th marble pan9ls wa:i formally dedi 

cated on !ay 31 , 1970 . Including a basement and two flo ors , 

the to tal area of the building is 23 , 118 square f eet . 

J . H. Sprill Construction CoMpany of J aspe r , Texas , erected 

the building at a cost of $628 , ooo . 33 

In a Nowslett~r , "The Texas Good Roads Association , " 

is a short pa r ag r aph wpi t ten about the many cour·thouse firoc 

ir, l'.adison County . Although n one of tho materia l can b e 

subs tant i ated , the article provides a t ouch of h unor to the 

cause of the fi~es : 

3211Cornor ston~ of Cour thouse Yields In tere!'lting 
Relics , " M9disonville ,~teor, May 18 , 1967 . 

3311 New Courthouse Dedicated Sunday ," Ms.d i sonvill~ 
Meteor , J u..,e 4, 1970 . 



Anothe r r eason, acc ordine to r w-a~r , was con
venient disposal of land obstrects and titles , cour t 
evidence and other interos ting legal minutia . At 
l east ono courthouse was torched by an overenthusi 
astic l ynch nob . That same county (Mad ison) , oddly, 
lost~ scat of gover~~ent ~~~goose . A 
oetwas rnnde as to whether tho goose was nssting 
under the floor , and the only way to settle it was to 
t ear down the courthouse . 34 

39 

The n a..rnes of t ho earliest known Madison County of

fie in.ls aru listed in the 1857 Tex~ Alman9c . They include : 

R. s . Rayburn , Ch_ef Justice; Francis W. Har-nes , County 

Cler'.{ ; George S . Harrison, Sheriff ; John Mcivor , A:;sossor 

and Collector; and L . D. Collins , District Clerk . 35 In that 

period, Madisonville was character ized as a small t own with 

all wooden buildings . 36 No stat is tics aro given in 1850 

f or the count b ut for 1855 the Texas Alman~c show~ that 

there were 429 Negroes (slaves ) , 1190 horses and 10 , 436 

c attle ; 365 , 321 acros valued at $676, 960 were assessed in 

the county . The 429 ogroes were valued at $229 , 800 , which 

made the average value of a slave in Hadison County a.p

proxiroately $5)5 . 37 

I n 1857 t he white po pu ation of the county was about 

1015 . That figur e was determined from the nUP1ber of people 

34Texas Go od Roads Association , Newsletter No . El_:]_ , 
Austin , Texas , July 1967 , ) . 

35Texos Almonac , 1857 , 95 . 

) 6 
~! AlM.9noc , 1858 , 76 . 

37Texas AlMa nac , 1857 , 55 , 70 . 
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votin in the l ast election , multiplied by a fi gure of seven 

which was called "the official average to the voter. 1138 

Just rior to the Ci il ar , in 1859 , the county h ad 609 

Negroes valued at $431 ,350 , 2130 horses va ued at $115,065 

and 29 , 800 cattle a lued at $182 , 318 . The slaves wore more 

a luable than the horses and cattle comblned . 39 The Texas 

Almanac also shows th.at in 1856 the coun ty h ad post offices 

in ·tad isonville, Midway and Elwood . 4o Al though some evi

dence can be foun d to s upport the contention that other 

post offices were in existence at that s ame time , off cial 

records give onl the throe n amed above . 

38Texas Almanac , 1858 , 41-43 , 

39.rex s Almsnac , 1860 , 206 . 

4°'rexas Alm9n9c , 1857 , 30- 31 , 



CHAPTER IV 

EARLY SETTLERS AllD RELATED rnc I DENTS 

fadieon County is loc ated on the site whore three 

ernnres ario grants of the rexican Government joinod . The 

grants went to Austin , Vehlein and Burnet . Don Jose Miguel 

[usqui~ r accived t he first l and f or s ettlement in the 

Madison County area ,hen he was gr.:mtod 101 , 852 . 6 acru3 of 

l and, 48 , 712 of which wore loc ated in the Vehlein c olony. 

It i s not known whether Musquiz over lived on tho l and 

g iven him . By 1830 ~usquiz 's l and h ad changed honds s evoral 

times . Additional l ri nd grants wore mado during the early 

1830's ; however , deeds were not r ecorded by Texa s befo1•e 

1835 , and the earliest owners of proper ty cannot be de 

tennlned . Even after 1835 recorded deeds were scarce . The 

co unty s eat of !adi son County was not e s t ablished un~il 

1854, end sub!lequently the courthouse b urned s ever al time s 

r esulting in the de!l truc tion of valu3ble rocords .1 

With few exceptions , the early pioneers of Madison 

Count1 entered the area in the east end of the county at 

1 Willia.rn Ray Malone , "The Beginning of Anglo- American 
Settlem~nt of County , '' Madisonville l·~oteor , June 3, 195!~ . 



the Trinity River . The rivor had roceivod i ts n 9me more 

t han one hundred ond fifty ears b ofore the earliest Anglo

American settler3 crossed i t . When Captain Ponce DeLoon 

and Padro !a3sanet marched i nto Texas fr om ex ico in 1689 , 

t hey came upon a l arse , cloar , swift-~oving stream . Tho 

Padre, known for kindnoss ond wisdom , "rai!lod his crucifix 

t o the s kies , knelt down in pra er , and nruned tho protty 

s tream Rio Trinidad . " Thus , the r ivor that borders 19.dison 

County on the E'tsst b ecame known ns "the Trini ty . 112 

It i!l d fficult to establish the exact doto t hst 

t he firs t whi e settler arrived in Madison County ; ho •ovor , 

i t is gonerall accepted by the deocendants of the e arly 

pionee rs that 1ajor I . C. (Billy ) Young WA3 the f i r st 

permsnent whitfl settler . In 1829 , arter the doath of his 

wife , !ajor Yo ung l eft South Carolina and r11ovcd to Texas , 

set tlins in the vicinity of pres ent - day !idway, Tex8s . He 

left a s on and throe daugh ers with his bro ther in outh 

Carolina . With a rif lo and a sm'.l ll bag of belongings , Younr; 

es tablished a honesite and lived by hi~self in the wilder

ne ss for a n ~~ber of years . Later in t he struggle to 

libera e Tex&s fr om ~exico , he fo ught wi h dist i nction at 

San Jacinto . It i s r eco r ded that ajo r Young was the f irst 

to utter the word s "Remembe r the Alo mo , " "Remember Goliod , " 

which ha ve gone down in history es f amous r allying cries . 

2Mrs . Som W. Jackson , "History of County fro m 
In119n Days to No,1 Traced , " Madisonv ille Meteor , Augus t 2L~ , 
1944 . 



After Texas gained its independence , Young wrote his 

children in South Carolina end promised to return for 

them . 3 
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While hunting ono day, Young came upon on Indian 

hut where ~wo Indian men end a tell handsome white boy were 

sitting . To his amazement , he s aw tha t tho white boy was 

his own son, Willian Foster Young , whon he had left in 

Sou h Carolina . Young and tho Ind-ens xchangod crude sign 

lengueGo end Young was able to dotormine that the Indians 

h8.d found the bo wandering lost in the wilderness end h ad 

taken hin as one of their own. Ai'tor much dobate , Young 

was able to barter f or the boy . Later , the son told his 

fethor that he had taken e ho1•se from his unclo in South 

Carol ina , oined e Texas-bound wagon train , end headed for 

Texas to join up with his father . After le aving th9 wagon 

train, the boy became lost in the vicinity of the Trin ity 

River and was found by the Indians . Fearing his f ather 's 

dis approval of his conduct , the boy decid ed to r emain with 

the Indians and not try to escape . When the bo:, grow to 

manhood , he married Mary Hayes , daughter of Dr. James 

Patrick Heyes , Midway's firat Irish irr.rnig r ent .4 

One of the most prominent of the first settlers was 

Jimrrty itchell . Th~ Mitchell f ami ly owned considerable 

l and that stretch6d from Mitchell Prai r ie , located just 

3To id . 

4Ib id . 



east of present-do ~idwey , to Larrison Creek . The 

itchol s built thoir home , "the most substantis l and 

spacious log house in the community ," at the edgo of the 

prairie on the La Bahia road . The house later served as 

a traveler's inn a1d was fr equented by wayfarers fr om far 

and wide . usical entertainrnont was provided y the 

44 

ti chell family and southern- style cooking become a grost 

a ttraction . Tho titchells . ostabl shod the first post 

office i n .:adison County . It exis ted for a few years until 

idway took ovor tho ostal duties in the east end of t he 

county . 5 

The e arly settlers used hand -sawod logs t o build 

t heir homes . perturos or sill!l.11 port holes were cut in t he 

walls to allow hand-he ld weapons to be fir ed from within 

t he house . One of the first c abins of thi s type was built 

by Dr . Georgo Washington Robinson in wha t is now the Elwood 

com.,unity . He was one of the fo unders of the eettlement 

and one of the fir st doctors in t he aro a . He braved the 

danger s of t he Indians to administer caro to the wid ely 

sc attered se ttlers . As l a e as the 1890 ' s , a por t i on of 

Dr . Robinson's old l og house r emsinod , and as evidence of 

the hostility of t he Indians , arr~who ads could be soon 

bur i ed in the timbers of the house . Seve r a l of the doscend

ents of Dr . Robinson still re side in the county tod ay . 6 
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Another corly settler , Thomas B. Bozeman , f or ~hom 

the ozeman Ferry on the Trinity River we.s n omed , built his 

home s evoral miles up-river fron tho old Bucare li site . 

His descendants tell of the harrowin6 experiences Bozoman 

suffered at tho hands of tho Indians . Bozeman constantly 

f ought off the Indi ans and kept them from pillaging his 

property . Ase rosult , the Indi ans f ostered deep r esent

ment against the Bozemon f amily . One day Bozoman placod 

the wheels of his woson in a shallow spot on t he Trinity 

River to swell the spoke s . Bozeman , with his small son 

ac company ng him , later wont to retrieve t he wogon . Upon 

r eaching the site , the Bo zemans wore met wi th a flurry of 

arrow3 f ired by the Indians f rom a concealod poaitio11 . One 

of the arro~s s t ruck the Bozeman oy in a vitol organ , kill 

ing him instantly . Holding the lifel ss fo rm of h s son in 

his ems , Boze~an swo r e to live to s ee tho s avages driven 

from the l and . He livod t o s ee hi s promise come true . 7 

Before ladison County was created , only a few se t 

tlors r esided in the area between pres ent - day adisonville 

end Midway . In addition to the li tchells , e man named Kellot 

l ived on Pools Creek , John Barrett on the north sid e of 

Lerrison's Prairie ond the Lerris ons end Terpleys i n the 

s ame general area . 8 

7 !rs . Sam W. Jackson , Scrapbook on History of 
Mad i son County (unpublished ). 

8 Ib id . 
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Jo el M. enkins writes about bis greot-grondfother , 

Daniel ~- Lsrrison , inn 1954 ~disonvi le futeor . Dan i el 

Larri son settled the Larrison Creok area where it crossed 

en old trail (later Hic;hwey 21 ) in 18~9 . He built a l og 

cabin and lived there all his life, except for a bri ef 

per od whon hostile Indi flns forced him to ove to Grimen 

Count , whero set t l ers hod banded together aga inst the In

d ians . Jenkins t ol ls that h s gre at - grandfather "o7ice 

killed seven pan hers one ~rning with n three hundred ya rds 

of hi s horr.e . " Jenkins also r elates the story of h ow his 

great - grandfather once killed a 400-pound bea r . When 

Dani el rrison diod , his obitua ry r end , "He w.ss a cel e-

brated grks~an . His gun always took he meet . He was a 

great hunter , killed many bee r , panther and deer . " There 

was a fort buil t on what i s now Joe Tinkle ' s l and for pro 

tec tion against the Indians . Larrison is buried close t o 

the old f ort site . 9 

About 1851 , Dr . L . J . Goree moved his f em ly into 

an are a along tho Trinity Ri ver where India ns still lived in 

tents . He died in 1853 end it be c ame ~s . Go reo 's responsi 

b ility to r aise tho f aMily . P . K. Goree , her son , l ater 

told of hi s ~~ther ' s fe elings about the Indians : 

Mo ther ' s policy was to l eo ve them alono . Lose 
property r athe r t he n human life . We dared not l eave 
livestock perned (unpenned] o~ hen houses unlocked , 

9Mr s . Lewis Gibb s , Scrapbook on History of .edison 
Coun ty (unpublished ) . 
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however, if they c ame up at night to pilfor, they were 
never drivon away . ?·!other could use a weapon, and 
early taught her sons to use theirs , but it seomed 
wise to leave them alone to ovoid retaliation from 
them .10 

In 1834 Robort and Stoven Rogors settled Rogers 

Prairie located in the northwestern cornor of Madison 

County . For a nQ~b er of years they were the only settlers 

in that area . The Indians frequently robbed them of their 

horses . In 1840, the Indians attacked a family named Gregg 

who were rooving west over the Old San Antonio Road , a few 

miles from the Rogers' homes ite . Tho account follows : 

Tho Indians killed all but a Negro man and woman 
who escaped with two or threo of the childron and one 
young man who was shot in tho back . The survivors 
fl ed toward Rogers Prairie and took rofuse there . The 
Indians plundered the wagons and stole tho horses . 
The dead settlors were buried in t he Rogers Pr airie 
Cemetery . 11 

Another early f amily , the Mcivors , witnessed similar 

accounts of Indian brutality . Their son , J . E . Xclver , 

later rel&ted the gruesome incident as it affected the 

Rogers family : 

The f irst grave in old Rogers Prairie Cemetery was 
f or a Mrs . Rogers . One evening at dusk while her cows 
were penned for ~ilking , Indian buc ks r ode up , opened 
t he gate and drove them away . In her anxiety and 
excite~ont , the widow attempted to follow them bogging 
them to leave them alone as it was her children's only 

l O Jeckson , "Histor7 of County , " Madisonville Meteor, 
Augu3t 24, 19li.4 ; and Mrs . Herman Randolph , Madisonville , 
Texas, August S, 1971 . 

11w. r. Holl i s , "Early History by Hollis ," Madison
vi lle Meteo r, May 4 , 1951. 



milk sourco of supply . Looking bsck as they galloped 
a~ay , t hey let fly their arrows and left her body 
where she fell . 12 

Tho Indians ~ore a constant onace to the early settlers . 

Roy J ackson wrote about the settler ' s fear of Indians that 

continued into ho 1870's . Jac kson rec alled that h s grand 

father, Joshua Ford , urchased abcut 360 acres of land jn 

the vicinit of Rock Prai1•ie in 853 and settled bore . 

Rock Prairie is located about f ~ miles northeast of orth 

Zulch . Jackson com:nonted : 

!y father told 
t aking their guns 
t hem in the cornor 
of an Indi an r a id . 
year 1870 . 13 

me that h~ could r o~embcr the men 
o church on Sundays and stacking 
of tho churc h bccauso of the fear 
This must have been about the 

H. C. Hollis , one of the fi r st pioneer sott l ers i n 

t he wost end of Madison County, placed a r ecord of some of 

t he hardships his family endured i n s Baptist chronic l e . 

W, . Hollis , his son , wrote about those hardships many 

8 

yea r s l ater. W .. Hollis tells of c oming t o tadison County 

i n 1837 with his parents . The Hollis f amily c r ossed the 

Tr i n ity River at Robbins Ferry and proceeded west a l ong t he 

Old San Antonio Road , and eventua.lly settled nea r o ld Rogers 

Pra i rie . Because of the Indior.s , the family was f orced to 

mo ve twelve tiM6s within a feH years . An i n teresting accoun t 

as told by Hollis follows : 

12Jackson , "History of County ," Mad i sonville ~etoo.£_, 
August 21~ , 1944 , 

1 3Roy Jack:10n , "As I Remembe r The Early Days in 
Madison County , " Madisonville t-~eteor , J uno J, 1954 , 



ur esrcst dE;hbor wore wild Indians . We were 
sur1•ouuded by the \1 ar whoop , howling of wolves and 
bellowing buffalo . Wo fornied ou1• settlement ( sor.1e 
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five f a~ilios c a~e over with us and we reno n to this 
time clos e togother) . {yself , only nine years of nge , 
stood guard with r.y cun wh le my father chopped wood . 
A nunber of our settlers , the Bartons and :.r . Taylor 
h ad beon killod b the savages . That scattered the 
settle~ont . Our horses all savo one hod been stolen . 
The on y nei ehbor rcnaining was a :-rr . Tidwell and 
family, his wife and four children . La to in the al'ter
noon of July 18, Indi ans rode by our house and ~tolo 
the l ast hor3'3 wo had . We did ot orotest os we knew 
we could not ~o· ea fight . ~ - Tid~ell hed slipped out 
to his garden to work ~hon they rode up and he was c ut 
off fron the house . He w3s k lled ond scalped . They 
went into the house , c aptured the wife and fou~ chil 
dren , the oungest six weeks of ogo , placed the woman 
astride of a horse with her leg s tied und er the horse's 
belly, took the child ron and sped sway . 'l'hil e this 
attack was beinc msde my father hid us children in the 
fi re place , three cf us with the nine-d9y old baby, 
while he and a n an who live wi th us, stood c:;ue.rd ever 
my iothor , who was sick in bed . Wh~n my little sister 
began crying for foor , tho man tried to put a r og into 
h er raouth to drown the cries as the Indians galloped 
b y ,ii t h:>Ut s toppinr, . They had ta ken our only horse and 
fa ther said that was what they wanted most . The next 
day wo buried Mr . Tidwell ' s body . In a f e~ d9ys , the 
white settle1•s fur:her up tha Brazos rescued Hrs . Tid 
well and three of the children . The baby wos killed 
the second day after the capture , -{rs . Tidwell said . 14 

W. t. Holl is , in a later a.rtic le, told of how his 

f ather r aisod his first corn crop : 

There my father built a cabin and in the . spring of 
' 41 planted so~e corn, and in the spring burned it off , 
n ~de holes in the ground with a hqnd sp ke , dropped 
the corn and covor~d it with his foot for ~e had no 
plows nor hor!le: he kept the Mutton cone knocked down 
wi th a stick , which was the cu tivation it got . After 
the b ears and coons got their share, for that was nQt a 
little, we had enough left for bread the n ext year . 15 

14:1r3 . Sql"'I W. Jackson , History of Modison County , 
Writers Project District Nunbor 5 {unpublished ) . 

1 .5w . M. Hollis , "Early Local History by Hollis," 
Madisonville~~, April 13 , 1951 . 
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Another prominent sottler was Julius Zulch . He 

~as bor.1 in Hassol Castle , Gen~any, in 1831 and subsequently 

ran away frora home and c a~e to the ;ew Word to settle in 

he west end of 1·!adison County . He settled in an area. which 

was later callod Old Zulch . Tho story of the establishment 

16 of Horth Zulch 13 rocorded in a following chapter . Wil-

l owhole, locat ej abou t two niles south of orth Zulch , was 

first settlod by tho Robort Mosloys in tho l ate 1 830 ' s . Two 

underground cisterns , encircled by rock walls , st i ll romain 

whore Mosle duG them. The Indians of the aroa wore ap

parently friendly o the ~osleys and tho lived i n relatively 

peaceful surroundines . Tho f i r st post offico i n tho west 

end of .adison Coun t y was establishod at Wil l owhol e . The 

mail was taken by horseback to Br· an f or n n lll:lber o f yenrs 
17 

un til the post office was r elocated at No r th Zuch . 

Along Bedias Creek , in a l ocation later t o be no.mod 

Bethel , several f a~ilies of Austin' s o r iginal c olo ny huddl ed 

t ogether for protection again~t the I ndians . The exact d ate 

that the com.,iuni was settled i s no t known . The r e the 

s ettlers began a church and bur ed thei r deod in t he now

r a~~us old Bethel Cemeter y . FBil'\ 1 es of An ton io Rivers , 

A. B. Dodson , Ignatious Simes , Cheste r Corbe tt and Zora s ter 

1 611 North Zulch U8J'l'led f or Jul i us Zulch , " Madisonvil l e 
9teor , June 3, 1954 . 

1 h rrs . W. T . Ta ylo r, "History of Nor th Zulch and 
Surrot:.nding Ar oa , '' North Zulc h Chq leng r , J anua ry 3 , 1959 . 



51 

Robin son , alon~ with Edward Ariola , W. Kennord ond Roder ck 

-k>neir , were there . Androw HcWhort;ers , W. B. Byers , Daniel 

S. Piles , T . P . Plaster and Aloxonder ikBPide lived out a 

f e · milos . The sito of old Bcthol is located iust across 

Bedias Croek in present- day Grimes County ; however , in the 

e nrly days , the settlers lived on l and that extended int o 
18 Hadison Count . 

Other earl· settlers in t he west end of the county 

were /ooley, Batson , McMi ll ian , Cobb and Greer . Tom Greer , 

of the Greer co~un ity , which borders tho Modison Count -

Leon CoQ~ty l ine , ~as one of t h~ l ast s ett lers to b o ki ll ed 

by Ind ians in Madison County . In the l ~te 1 850 1 s Grear, 

together with o group of tqd ison County citizans , attempted 

to tro~k do•m an Ind ian rsidinc pr rty th9t h ~d been ~toaling 

c attle from him. Gree:- wti.s mortally wounded by an Indian 

arrow .19 

Tho first large l andowners alons the Trinity River 

bottom wer e W. A. Forrest , Harvey Randolph , Majo r {. C. 

Yotmg , W. ! . Harbuck , Eli3hs Clopp , and Dr . Patrick Hayes . 

Other early settlers of the ea.st end of the county wer o the 

Y.ersfeld cr: , Par ens , Potitts , R l ays , Burtis ', Hennossys , 

Iveys , Melvin3 , Fords , Westmorelonds , Lamberts , Allens , 

1 8 1.rs . W. T . Ta l or , Sr ., " Early History of Madison 
County , " i,:, r th Zulch phallonrar , J anuary 10 , 1959 . 

l9Jsckson , "History of M3.d son ~ounty , " Write r ' s 
Proj ect (unpublished ) . 
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Brooks' , Wingards , Bonh9111s , Holco:nbs and Thompsons . In 

addition , the Wollaco::i , Sloans , Co.mpbells , Rhodes ', Gil 

berts , Sowells , McCorquodalos , Roger::i 1 , Burrour;hs ', Prai l e s , 

Wisemans , Hydes , Bettis ', ia~shs , Gil l ospies and HcGarys 

were also early se tlcrs of iadison County . 1ound s in the 

a~o.y Cc~ater mork the final restin placo f or sn of 

t hesa pion0ors . 20 

J udge W. D. Wood , an early resident of t he Le on 

County- :-rsd son Count· arao , wrote an a r ticle in tho Qu!!r

t erl y of the Tex as Sta te Histories Association , of Apr il , 

1903 , i n wh ch he l isted tho most prominont pion9ers who 

were instra.~ental i n organizing the County of lsdison . He 

li sted the names of Job Gol l ard , George Floyd , Nathan_el 

Robbins , ohn end Docto r McKeo ver , the ?·fann in s , the Bat 

sons , the Goroes , the Youngs , t he IcGar ys , Pat Hays ond 

Dr . P . W. Ki t t r ell . J udge Wood r ems.rked that "they wez•e all 

en er prising c itizens , and to ok an act ive part in the 

organization of the new coun ty . " These peo ple r eque s t ed 

that the a r ea i n which they l i vod b e ma de a coun~y bec au s e 

of t he grc t d istance o t he county se ats of Wal ker and 

Gr imes Counties . This greDt i nconveni e nc e wa s overcome by 

the s ate l egisl?tur e which an swered the ir petition, by 

crea.tinz .1adison County . Dr . P. W. Kit t r ell is acknowledgod 

20 
J ackson , "Histor y of Count y ," Msd isonv i lle 

Meteo r , August 24 , 1944 . 
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as the "Father of :w.dison Coun t , , " and became the county ' s 

fi rst state represcntotive . 21 

Gen~ral Ssm Hougton ~a3 always closely attached to 

t he P. 'I . Kittrell fam ly and the Mrs . L. J . Goroe f amily 

who lived n Midway . When General HouDton marr i ed argsret 

Lea , !rs . Gor~e was matron of honor . Later , Mrs . Houston 

wroto to ~~rs . Goree concerning a trip to Indope,ndence t o 

attend tho cominencenent exercises where Thor.1as J . Goree and 

her son were gradusting f rom Baylor Colleee , The l etter i s 

in thEi possE:Jsion of one of !rs . Goree ' s descsndonts , Hrs . 

19.ry ?iolley Jack9on Brewster , of Temple , Toxas . I t r eads : 

y dea~ s star Go~eo , 
On yos erday I received yo~r n0te by the servant , 

and last n cht yours by the na 1 . I am busily pre 
par ng for Indepondonce , but as w~ ha ve sold our 
jersey , I do n~t know yet , how we ore to go . Hope t o 
get a conveya nce in the n e ghborhood , and if I can do 
so , I w 11 let Sa~ go up on horse - back as you men
t ioned . I f I can' t got a vehicle , I expoct t o go in 
s tage . I shol l b e much d isappointed i f we, c an not go 
up togethe r , and I will do everything in my power t o 
arrange i t . So in he meantime , I will go on wi th my 
prep~rations and wr ite to you again this week , and l e t 
you \mow th~ r esult of my effort . 

Capt . Rogers , one of the or ato r s on t he 20th and 
a r elative of m ne wi ll exp9ct yo u t o stop with mo ot 
h is house i n Washinbton . I ndeod I havo so many ag r oe 
able plans fo r tho jou r ney that I c an not givo t hem up 
without an effort . I t hink too that we ought t o l eave 
her e sore0days before the examinations . I woul d name 
t ho 19th o:r- 20th . Of cour~o as I in tend t o wr i t e again 
t his ws~k , I wil l t hen be no r e oxpl ic i t . I hope you 
wi l l n~t decid9 com i ng by Hun t sville , until you f i nd 

21w. D . Wood , "Orig in of N8.i.iles of Madis on Coun t y 
and tadisonv llo , " Querterl_I of the Texas State Historical 
Association , VI - 4 (April,190}T,J}4::-rr:-
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that I h ave f ailed in gott nc a conveysnco . 

I regrot to henr of your nother ' s feoblo health . 
Love to h or and .-!rs . Kit troll . 

Thine ever , 
H. H. Houston22 

Hiddon nway in the files of the doscendsnts of 

early !adison County pioneers are many items of histo1•ic al 

interest . Several old land deeds and b ills of sale have 

roc ontly co.:-i-:, to light . In 1954, Hrs . George Crank of Mid

way , Texas , h!id in h9r possession several valuable old l and

grants . Ths E:;r .::.nts were wri tton on parch-nent with black 

ink . They conveyed landsrants to her grandfather , GeoPgo 

W. Robinson, for his actions during tho war of Texas inde

pendence . The oldest wa s signed b Sam Houston and isoued 

by the Rep~blic of Texos on December 1, 1844 . The second 

grant was signed by Anson Jones, the las t president of the 

Republic of Texas and dated August 11, 1845 . Tho third 

grant was recorded on December 8, 1847, and signed by 

J. Pinckney Henderson , Governor of the State of Texas . The 

l and was marked by trees , designated by dize and affixed 

with se&ls .23 

The W. T . Barett f amily has in its possess on a 

bill of sale for a egro girl dated January 8, 1855 , Tho 

22Personal In t~rview , Mrs. ry Nolley Jac kson 
Brewster , Tem? ~ , Texe~ . ~rch 8, 1971 . Mrs . Brewster has 
t he original letter . 

2311 Land Grants More than 100 yearo old Prized 
Possessions of Hrs . George Crank, " Madisonville Meteor , 
Jun '3 3, 1954 . 
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bill stipulo.tes that John A. Currie sold to Hllie.,'ll 

Shnnnon 11 a le ro E;irl namod M9.r about twenty-one years 

old and a slave for lifo . " It also contains the following 

i nfor.nation : 

Also said le ro ' s two children , slnves for l ife 
. , in considerntion of ~aid three s l aves said 

Shannoll bas this day paid r,w four teen hundred dollar 
• , end I warrant the~ to be et this date of sound 

od and mind . 24 

In 1851 , two years before Madison County was c reated, 

one b tu4dred end fift acres of l end sold for $90 . 91 . In a 

hand ritten deed , filed for record on larch 27 , 1851 , in 

Walker Count , the land wos sold b Isoac HcGar to J ohn A. 

Ray . The land es "a part of the Fulcher l oogue of l nnd 

granted to Francis Fulcher . " [r . •/ . L . Goroo , w o has t he 

deed in hi ~ posse~sion , rc~arkcd that the buyer , I saec 

l-:cGar , wo.s the father of Austin ~cGary , who was sheriff of 

Madison Co~:n';y around 1880 . Austin l•:cGar was the l aw 

officor ~ho elimina ed an outlaw gang that had c aused con-

s iderable troub e throughou adison County . Later , McGary 

becrune a Church of Christ preacher . P . K. Goree , Jr ., 

precent_y owns th~ lana . 25 

'I'he h erd3hips exreriencod by early settlers of 

Madison Co unty were typical o f frontie r l i fe . One of t he 

24Per~~nol In erview , Buddy Bar rett , s on of W. T . 
Ber rett , ~d i3onville , Texas . y 5, 1971 . 

25Jacknon , ''Old Docd Records Land f o r 601 aero i n 
Msd 1E:on County , 11 Scrapbook (unpublished ) . 
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most perp e.x ... ng problems encountered was trying to find a 

docto r to care f or tho sick . Doctors wero a r are breed in 

the wildornes8 , and twas often doys or even weeks befo re 

one co uld b e l ocated . As a r esult the s ettlers fa s hioned 

the ir own horr.e -ror;edies to adinir.istc1• to the sick . I t is 

interesting to note so~e of the o d time r crnedios used by 

the pioneer of !adison County . J . Frank Dobie , in his book 

Co·,ote Wisdom , includes a list of r c,medi f:\s thot were Wl'itten 

by Gabe Lew_s : 

My grund ,other r ec a l $ the f ollowing home r omed ie 3, 
c urrent in ,•radison County fif ty ye9rs ago . 

For stormch- ocho . Che~ liveo3k loaves . 
For n ght -sweots . Pl ace a pan of wat ~r ~nde r the 

b ed . 
For er ck n tho neck . Rub your n ock against o 

post that h ogs havo rubbed against . 
For infant colic . (1) Givo nicot ne from ipo 

stem in breas t milk . (2) G vo poke r oot te a i~ 
hisky . (3) Split an onion , put su a r in it , and r oast ; 

give t he ju ice . 
For sore throat . Wr ap around the n eck a stocking 

or soc k that has been worn and is still damp with pe r 
spiration . Lo~ve on all night . 

To prevent loc k- aw . Place bro~n sugar on a shovel 
of coals ; smoko the wound well ~ith th s ; and then 
e.pp ya poult ce of turp€'!1t no and b rown sugar . 

To sottle stomach . Give broth ?T1Dde from the lin ing 
of s chicken gizzsrd . 

For c aked brea3t . Apply hot molosses and covor 
w th a flnnnel r ag . 

To ro~ov~ spl i nters . Pou tice with f at b a con or 
f laxseed tr.ua l . 

To provent rhew:,a tis~ . Carry a buckeya in your 
pocke t . 

To prevent asth.~9 . We or amber beads . 
For crouo . Gi ve ton dropLJ of coal oil on a t ea

s poon of s ugo r . 
For colds . (1) Give equa l por~s of hot vinegar 

and water , to wh ch ha s b eon added suga r and butter t o 
t aste . ( 2) Place on the chest a fl anne l r ag s oaked in 
equal ports of cool oil and tu~pentine . 

To moke a spring tonic . Boil the r oots of quoon ' s 



57 

del ht in at r , x th st a with 
hree big doses a da , 26 

hisk and ake 

Aft r Texas ecame a state , a l arge wave o f ettlers 

e an igr i nto East Texas . y 1853 Madison Count had 

een offic all created b the T xas Le slaturo . I n 1854 

he count seat as establ s ed a fadison i l le . 

Tine eroedies From 
Le s ( ustin , Texas : 
1938 ) , 267 - 68 . 



CHAPTER V 

DISON ILLE 

·;ad ison1tille, tho count s oat , is the largos t to...n 

i n .sdison County . It was foundQd when the county b egcn 

i ts organ zational attempts in 1853 and 1854 . The town 

s ite , npproximatel t wo hundred ocres , was donated by Job 

Starks Collard, a o~bor of the ustin colony . Th9 6xact 

date th.at Co lard settled the area is not kno.:n ; howevtir, 

t he Hex can Gover:1..1nent granted h m t he l and on .ay 28 , 1835, 

e i ght years bofo~a fadison County was officially cronted . 

disonville wa3 chosen es the county ea primarily bocauso 

l i t was loco ted in he center of tho county . 

The 1858 Texa~ Alnannc reports t hat adisonv i l le had 

s everal small wooden buildings i n 1856 , a pret t y good water 

supp y--althougn strong with nineral s -- and a l imited mail 

s ervice . Rous on end Gal veston we r e t he ma in ma r kets and 

r an~portation was M9inly by wagons pul l ed by 07.en . Litt e 

hac bc6n a~coMp_ished et that time i n establishing s chool s 

and churches . 2 

l xalone , "Early History of Madisonville ," Madison
v ille ~~teor , June 3, 1954 . 

2?exas 1. ano c , 1858 , 76. 
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In 1913 , W. H. Kittrell , son of Dr . P. W. Kittrell , 

wrote of his cxperi~ncos in :odisonvill6 in 1857 , Kittrell 

l ived with his parents approxiroately three miles east of 

,ad ison\·ille on hat la te1• beccne the John tc Iver place . 

He rer.ioIT1bo:-ecl ?·b.disonville in 1857 as b€Jing a ury smo.11 

vi lage . Ki ttrull spont h s fil•st schoo da. s i n a school 

building on tho ~ost sido of tho torm . His c lasses wore 

t auzht by s Professor ?·!cAshan . He 1•ecallod that he se,r his 

f irsts lvor dollar at the school and he was astonished be

c ause r:oney wo.s scar-co . Business in tho ea rl y days \.:f!S con•· 

due ted b bartering . Ki ttrcll r eme~be1•cd that Green a 1cl 

Fox wer~ the big ~erch&nts i n ~adisonvillo . I saac Green 

owned a genera store ofore the Civi l War and after the 

wo.r he op~rated a hotel on tho north side of he to;m . Tho 

l and surroundint; !adison illo we.s al l open p ro.irio end 

Kittroll reme~ber-ed that on ya f ew trees do t ted t he countrJ

s ice . Re r ecalled that a h erd f reeze occurr ed in ApLil, 

1857 , Jhat severely affe c ted the town . Med is on Cou.r1ty , known 

f o r its hot , dry weathe r , d id not expec t whet h appened . 

Kittrell re~arked : 

Tho Spr ng was es r ly and all vegetat i on and c rops 
wera well advanced . The fol i age on t he troos was f ul l 
grown in th.is month . Co rn WE:S waist high end cotton 
ch0pped out , when on th i 3 date , Apr i l 11 , 1857, a 
nor the,r blew up , or down , r athe r, and t h e ground was 
covered with threo inches of :now . A ha r d fr oeze t hat 
n ight killed ever ything ; el l c r ops h ad t o be planted 
ovo r and t he year 's y ield was ver y l ight . 3 

3Gi bbs , Scrapbook (unpubli~ hod ). 



The business:nen of tho com::1unity wero forced to travol 

gre9 t d !stances to r eplenish supplies the t norn;s ll y would 
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h a e been produced around ~adisonville . eat was oxtro~cly 

sc arce that ear . About four-fifths of the deer in the 

county died from what Kittrell called "black tonguo," which 

probably r esulted from the deer eating the fro st - bitten 

f o i age . 4 

In 1936 , ~3 . Li zzie Leonard interv iewed two of the 

senior citi zens of ?·!ad isonville , John R . !c Ivor ( age 87 ) and 

John Janes (ago 84) , to obtain information on the early 

histor of ~disonvillc . The two men related to Mr . 

Leonard how thoy renembercd adisonville in 1857 . They r e 

called thst each of the fo ur sides of the townsqua re had at 

least one building . There wos one two-story building on the 

north side that was o~med b a Jew, Is aac Greon . On the 

east side of the square, there was the 1onk and Tyler er

cant ile Co., which was lccated on t he site wher e the ol d 

Parten buildin nows ar.ds . In t he middle of t hat block , 

t he "Little Green Door Saloon" was in full operation . The 

o d Ru ther-fo1•d Hotel was l ocated j u~t off the south side of 

t he squer~ . On he south side ther·e were two build !.ngs , one 

a drug sto~e o~ ed by Dr . Collins and the other a store 

owned by Sam Alphin and managed for Wilson and Yarbrough of 

Navasota . The jailhou3e stood on the southwest corner of 
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tho square and was built of lobs , two stories high . There 

was no door for the first floor . The prisoners were token 

upsts rs to the second floor b o ladd er lean ing against 

the building , and then let down to the first floor through 

a scuttlo holo . On the west side of tO\m , Job S . Colla1•d 

operated a general store . It wos locotod on the site of 

the old First at on9l Bunk building . In the middle of 

that block , another building stood which was lator used for 

the f i:r-st alee tions after the Civil '.•:ar . Hrs. Leona rd -;.n•ote 

about the election as it wss told to her: 

Rooes and cha ins fo~ied an isle fron the shack to 
t he grove of trees in the square . Armed Negroos 
guarded the en ranee . I t took four days to hold the 
elect on . I wos the only voting place in the county 
and polled about 250 votes. Tho election wus he d by 
a. Negro sent down f on Now York by tho Republican!.': . 
The to·.m was under :ars!-ial (sic) Law with a st anding 
a . y of Negroos . 5 

In 1954, Joel ·L Jenkins ~rote about his great 

grandfather , Daniel M. Larrison, in the Hadisonvil l e :Meteo r . 

Jenkins said that he was told by his great - grandfather tha t 

the courthouse in 1857 was located on the present site of 

Orr:iand's DPy Good3 Store on the east sido of the · s quare . 
6 

There were only a few smell stores , a jail and two saloons . 

The information concerning the site of the courthouse may 

ha ve b een correct ; howevor, most of the othe r sources place 

~rs . Lizzie Leonard, "As I Romernber the Early Days 
in Madi3on County , " Madisonv1llt3 Hetoor , April 16 , 1954 . 

6Me disonvillA He eor , . prll 23 , 1954 . 
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the courthouse site in the conter of the towns uare . 

It h 9s been previously notod that Modiso nville was 

a "wild and wooly burB" in the 1850 ' s , and Norman G. 

Kittrell r ema1•ked that he evan fearad tho town • s sheriff . 

He recalled thst as a child accompanying his fa ther t hrough 

IBdisonv llo, prior to tha Civil ar, he shied away from 

the sheriff . "I think he had two pL::tols , ond h e noeded 

them in that co unt · at that t m~ . I wa s afraid of h m a~ 

if he had b een a bear , and I clung tenaciously to my 

fa the r's sido . 117 

As Madisonville gre·" in the l ate 1850 1 s , politics 

took on en added interest . The earliest po itic al r a lly of 

s ignific ance was held in -:adisonville in 1859 . A brush 

arbor wss ereeted one block sou h of the townsquare and 

General Sru~ Houston s poke to a gsthoring of people about hi 2 

candid acy for Gove rnor . Approx imato ly 250 people , drawn 

from a ten-nile r 9dius around l-'..sd sonville , "c ame on foo t , on 

horseback and in \,; Ogons" to ge ts glimpse of their idol . 

General Houston was highly applauded and , later , the people 

of Madison County voted heavily for his election. 8 

Th9 troub e b etween the North and Sou h erupted in to 

a Civi l Wa r , and for a brief time , the people of Madison

ville thought Texa3 might no t become involved . Although the 

1norrn9 n G. Kit tr9ll , Governors :fuo Have Been and 
Other Public Men of Ter.a5 (Houston , Texas : De aly- Adcy
Elgin Co . , 1921) , 164- 85 . 

8Jackson , Scrapbook (unpubl ished) . 
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war did not p.~ys clllly c or:io to Madison County , rrwn y of its 

ci tizens marched off to fieht for t heir c aus e , whateve r it 

msy have been . ot much was written about Madisonville 

during t h.st period , but i t was r ec ord ed later that the post

war r econstruction period c ausod severe h ardships to the 

citi zens of ·!adison Coun ty . :•!ost of the peopl e of !ad i son 

Co;.inty sympsth ~ed with the Confederacy and the r ocon!; true-• 

ti on stto!'lpts were consid ered to be lorthern pun _shment for 

losing the wor .9 

Late in 1870 , a gAng of desperodoes moved in to 

fad isonville to elim n1;1.te a State Polic e Captain nal'19d 

Patr ck , who l i ved in he t o~n. Pat ick was accused of 

using undue authority ove:- c:-1111 nal and civil rnatter:3 per 

t aining to the r ezident s of !9disonville . It was b elieved 

t hat tho st6te police us ed excessive for co wi thout tho 

ro ughly i nvestiga ing a s i t•.1a tion and Pb t.:-i ck had been 

branded the c ulpr it . Ins tead of finding Patrick, the gong 

fo und e man na.~e d Tinsley , who they thought was a member of 

Governor Davis' s tato police . It wu:3 in tially reported 

that Tinsl ey was tied toe troe and sho t , and that two o ther 

state policemen were also killed . Capt ain Pat rick ' s wife , 

he aring of t he r eport and fearing for her hus band ' s l ife , 

dashed off a letter to him about the desper adoes . Patrick 

was appa ron tly in Austin a t the t me of the incident . Mrs . 



Patric k wrote that the de~peradoes 11h a. ve sworn that they 

intended to k 11 c•ory G_d _ _ d Radic al in ~d ison County 

and then go down snd clean out Grimes County , 111 0 
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Gove1-nor Davis , afte1• hearing tho or onoous reports, 

s ent fifty state poli c e:iion and JOO st ate gua.rd s mon to 

ad isonvillc, along with Adjutant General James Davidson . 

When Davidson arr ,•ed in t-radisonvil lo, he found that the 

reports had boen exaggerated . Actually th~ desper a doos 

were only s even men : S . Bsston, Elisha B3s ton , John Ja mi

son , .. ack Rogers , Soeley Sint3leton , Tider Hcivor and Hat 

Burne . Toe me n wero s €len ch9sln3 Tins l ey on Novc!llbe r 4, 

1870 , across the p a irio on hor~cbn:k and it was neve r do

term ned i f Tinsley was caught . The cenc r eturned to 

Madis onvill~ the following norn n3 and found John Copelsnd 

and fo~r othe~ fro P~n~n mil i ng ar ound in front of Captain 

Patrick 1 s home . The gsng opened fir e on the freedmen , but 

were soon s toppe1 by .1rs . Patrick ' s p eas . The freedmen 

had t aken r afuge in the Pat rick home when the fi r ing started . 

Mo~ents later , John Copeland triod to escape from the house 

and was killod ins tantly by a h ai l of bullets. The o thor 

fo ur fr eed~en esc aped . Once tho actual story camo out, the 

police were r oca lled by Governor Davis and tho town bees.ma 

11 r elat ively peaceful once again . Things b ega.n t o r eturn 

l Ow . C. Nunn, Texas Und~r tho Corpe b nggol's (Austin: 
Univers ty of Texas Pross , 1962 ) , 51"=4 . 

11 Ib d . , 54 , 



t o nor~al and Joe Westmoroland fo l t the fu ture of t he to~m 

s ecure enough to build t he first brick home in 1-tadisonvi l l e , 

The year was 1870 . 2 

The g rowth of t he oarl y business c omnnm i t y in 

•fadisonvi l le i s difficult to docllf.'lent ; howeve r , i t s known 

that i n the 1880 1 s !a j ar h'i l liwn v. :t sar and Dr . Reuben 

estmoreland had a drug d ispensary l ocated on t he east s ide 

of t he townsqu <J ro ; also , Joseph Westmorelend owned n general 

merchandise storu en t he south s i de of t own . At t hat s a.'113 

time , Abrah8.l'Tl Lows opened a bl acksm th shop just off the 

west end of town . Sevornl saloons were i n full s w ng durin0 

t hat per od . The ol ~ Sluo Front s al oon ~as l ocated on t he 

wests de of the town3111aru whe •e H cks Barber Shop ow 

s tend~ . The B~iz~ol a~a sal oon W6S e stabl ished on tha south 

s de o f t he townsquq r ~ whera Montgomor y ' s TV s hop is pres 

ently l ocated . Thes e s a oons wer e no t tha only on~s in the 

h is to r y of tho t own , a2 has been pravious l y no t ed ; however , 

thay i-:ere t wo of the oldest and mo st disre putable which 

con ributed t o the b ad r eputa tion of early Mad isonville .13 

In 1901 , when t ho MA d isonvill e School Bonrd voted 

i n proh bition , E . B . Evans opened the Rough Edgo s a loon two 

miles east of Madi3onv i ll e al ong H ghwa y 21 , j ust ou t side 

t he s chool ' s jurisd ction . Far t he r ou t the h ighway t o t he 

12J ackson , Scrapbook (unpublished ) . 

1 311.alone , "Hi story of Cour tho use , " Mad i sonvi l l e 
Me t eo r , Jun ~ 3, 1954 . 
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east , Bill Crunol operated tho Last Chance Saloon . . By 1903 , 

prohibition c ama to the entire county and al l loc o.l s a l oons 

were for~ ed to close . In 1903 , when the fi rst tra n c amo 

t o •~disonvi lle , ono of the main items s hipped fron Navasota 

was liquo1• .14 

The s outh side of th e townsquare of Madisonville in 

1882 was the n~st prosperous, but a firo that yea r des troyed 

tho entire block and sot the town b sck for a numb er of 

years .15 At t hat tine , Hadisonvillo was doscribed as having 

about 400 peopl e , a brick courthouse , two chur~h buildings 

and "one bloc k of four t wo-story brick store s . 1116 

To Jobs. Colla~d goes the distinct ion of own ng 

and operating t he town ' s firs t businoss - -a combination 

general s tora and ho~ -- The busin 3ss was loc ated at h is 

!r.o , north of th"J to\m si te , where the old Hadi so':'lville 

High Schoul build i ng now stands .17 A crude cotton gin, 

b egun in 1868 , wa s the county ' s fir3t industri al est&blish

ment . It was l ocated seven miles northea~t of Madisonville 

on Larrison Cre ek . The gin was powerod by a horse - driv~n 

treadmill , and wa 3 a groat help to the people who had 

pre viousl7 b e~n forc ed to s h p thei r cotton t o Walker or 

14Ibid . 

1 6Eugene C. Bnrkor , (ed .) , A History of Texa3 and 
Texans , vol. II ( Chic ego ond ?lew York: The Amorican 
His torical Soci Qty , 1914 ), 737 , 

17 Malon e , ''History of Hsd l3onville ," Macl i sonvill e 
Meteor , June 3, 1954 . 
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Grimes County for process ng . Prior to the Civil War , 

"southe1•n style'' cotton plantations did not exist in Madi

son Cotmty , but after tho war cotton gro ·ers began to 

compete with the lergo cattle industry . 18 

Sevorol H9disonville businesses were established in 

the la te 1800 1 s and continued in operation for a consider

able leng th of ti~e . John R. Burtis Drugs is the oldest 

cont inuous bus iness in wdisonville . Burtis was born i n 

Tennessee and moved to Madisonville in 1872, when ho b egan 

work in a gi--ocery store . In 1886 , he bought the drug store 

from Judge Roscoe 1107 . The store has operated as a drug 

dis pensary from 1£86 to the present . Sam Houston once 

stopped in he Gr3on Hotel , which was l ocated on the cec ond 

f loor of the building . That occurred about twenty-five 

years befo~e Burtis bought the store . The first telephone 

switchboard was establiBhed in the store and news of t he 

Spani sh- American War was telephoned from Navasota end posted 

on a bulletin board outside t he store . Burtis used a drug 

mill res e~bling a coffee grinder to r educe drugs to powder 

fo rm . The mill was later given to tho San Jacinto Museum. . 

J . W. Burtis , the son of John R. Burtis, c urrontly owns end 

operates the drug store . In 1944 , Burtis claimed tha t over 

1 8Ibid . 
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one mil lion prescr ptions h ad b een fillod during ha store ' s 

exis tonce .19 

Another old busines s \\' as the T . M. Kellett burbor 

shop that began its opera tions i n 1890 ond continued until 

Kellett ' s death in 1958 , The first bu lding that Kellett 

owned wos l ocated on the oas t side of the square . Wlu,n it 

burned, ho Moved t ho shop to the est side , whore it r e 

main ed for sorae ti~e before it burned once again . Kollott 

then b uilt a br ick building which stands today . He wos 

twent years old \.:hen ho opened his shop end e.lrr.os t ni et; 

when h e died . W. P. Hicks , a l ong time associate of Kel 

l ett's, bought tho shop from Kellett ' s heirs i n 1958 and 

20 
has continued the barbez·shop operation . 

Tho J . L. Cluere Groc e ry is another of the l ong 

lasting bu9ino es os in 1.ad isonville . In 1894 , Cleere bought 

wr.wt was then a l ivery st able , l ocs~ed on the southeast 

corner of the to·,n,s~uaro . Later , he went into the grocery 

busine ss on the s eMe site . Cleere provided the peopl e of 

Madison Coun t y with excellent produce and service for about 

fif ty years . In 1948 , his son , J . R. Cleere , took over the 

grocery store and continued its successful operation until 

1 9 11 John R . Burtis , Founde r of Drug Store H&s Had 
Colorful C a:-ee r in Me.d isonville , " Madisonville 1-!eteor, 
August 24, 1944 . 

20T . M. Kellett Has Oldoet Business in Kadioo n
vi llc , " M.ndisonv llo Hotoor , August 24 , 1944 ; and Personal 
Interview , I . P. Hicks , r-radisonvillo , Texas , July 21, 1971. 
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his r etirem~nt in 1969 , when the grocery stor o was sold . 

It is presently Bill ' s Dollar Store . 21 

The Day Furniture Company b egan its operations in 

adisonvil l e in 1903 . It was initially l ocated on the 

north side of the square , but has been in i t s pres ent l oc a 

tion on the cast sid e nearl sixty- seven years . Jim Day , 

one of the no3t widoly- L'ilown men in East Texas , h ad tho 

r eputation of being a. good rr.&.n and a philanthropist . When 

he died in 1935 , his son, J . M. Day , asswr\ed the m9naeement 

of tho store . Besides the furn turo bus iness , the f inn 

maintained a funeral horee . In 1938 , Da f ormed tho Day 

Burial Association, end both businesses continue undor the 
22 

s aMe manage~ent today . 

Al though ther e \.te - o eevoral e a rly-day b anks in 

Madison County , only t"'o boc ane pormenent establ sh."l'lents 

and both are loc ated in ~edisonville . The First Nationa l 

Bank of Madisonville was organized in .ay , 1902 , the orig

i nal articles of association being signed by li . F . Moor e , 

Dan J-:cLean , E . B . Seay , Dave H. Shapiro and J . R. Mc Ivor . 

The first board of directors was composed of these mon 

along with A. H. Woo tters , T . W. Olipha n t and M. T. Ran

dolph . E. B. Seay b ecame the first pres ident of the bank 

21Personol Int erview , J . R. Cleere, Madisonville , 
Texas , July 14, 1971 . 

2211Day Fu1"Tli turo in :Vi.Ddisonvillo Since Turn of 
Century , " Madisonville 1eteor , August 24 , 1944 . 
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end Dave H. Shspiro the first cashier . Later , Shapiro 

followed Seay as pros dent . Through the years J . N. Heath, 

Henr A. Turner and Datus Sharp , Sr . , wore presidents . 

Datus Sha rp, Jr . , is currently the president of the First 

Nationel B~nk . Tho bank has shown steady growth since its 

orgsnization snd its present assets are about eleven 

~illion dollars . 23 

The F'armers State Bank of !adisonville was organized 

on rch 25, 1907, with W. A. Berry , J . M. Brownlee , Jr. , 

E . E . Dsy , /illiam Harbuck , J . J . Jopling , E . L Thomason 

end A. Viser as its first directors . E . M. Thomason bcc a~e 

the first president and J . J . Jopling the first cashier . 

Presid ents through the years have been E .. Thomason , J . L. 

Cleere , Dan Con·1el , E . Whitrn re , J . W. Vise!' , J . E . Visor , 

T. B. Viser , R. !{. Henderson &.nd Tom Tho"!""n, who is currontly 

the president . The bank had 198 , 086 on deposit in 1907 

end presently has assets in excess of ten mill ion dollars . 24 

!adisonville was slow to establish e school system . 

It is c ertain that some schooling was availsble in the 

lBS0's, as W. H. Kittrell has already stated ; however , 

23 Fer3onal Interview , Datus Sharp , J r . , President , 
First rational Bank of Madisonville . July 21 , 1971 . 

24"Far.:ier State Bonk Was Established in Madison
v ille , 1907," Hodisopville !cteor , August 24 , 19411, and 
Personal Interview , Joe Drow , 'armer State Bank of Madison
ville . July 21, 1971 . 
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records ore not available to determine the locations of 

schools and early teachers . Midway wos probably the first 

town in Had son Count to organize e school . Revorcnd 

Joseph . Clark ·as its first teacher and the school was 

conducted in his home . During the Civil War , Miss Clora 

Steele (l ater :rs . B. S . Malone ) taught "the alphabet , r ead

ins, spelling and simple ari thlnetic" in the communi t of 

Elwood . The small cor:nunity of Jon ins had e Mr . Willi am

son, who taught in one of the fir9t "state s upported field 

schools" organized there i n 1877 . Tho students r anged i n 

age fro~ five to twelve ond studi ed fruM the Dluo-Back 

Spella~ . Willienson was paid thirty- fiv o dollars e nonth 

f or teaching thro e nonths uut of the yoar . 25 

The fir~t sc~')ols on rec ord ill Madisonville were 

ope1·a f)d by George Hubbard and Wil~ i am . Vis&r in 1870 . 

Each of the men had his own private school . I t is not known 

where Hubbard ' s school was located in the town but Viser•s 

small school building stood where the First ethodist Church 

building presently stands . Subsequen t ly, e Reverend Wilmer , 

who had been professor of matheMati cs at the Unive rsity of 

Florid a , consolidated the two schools . Afte r his death i n 

1879 , Misses Julia end Susan Smithers and Lilli am Otie of 

Huntsville fo rmed a new schoo l on the site where t he gat•ment 

f actory is now loc ated . Some of the f irst t eachers who 

25Malo:1e , "His ory of County ' s First Schools 
Traced," Hadisonv llo Y.e ..,o_pr- , June J , 1954 . 
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t aught in Hadisonvillo were Mrs . Eberhardt , Mrs . Floronco , 

!rs . Standard, rs . ·/a lker and the All en brothers , John and 

Rivers . In 1890 , ,ass Loul a fo lono began t oa ching in 

Madisonville . She and her si ster , Miss Amanda Halone , wore 

instrLu:1enta.l in organizing t he Parent -Tc och(;lr Association 

in !adisonville in 1911 .26 

Kadisonvillo sot one of the finest schools in Eas t 

Texas in he l ate 1880 ' s when the Allen b1•o thers for-med thoil• 

tadison Academy . John Hodges Allen hnd bee n born in 1859 in 

Missi ssippi and re ared under a strong r e ligious influence . 

After studying at the Ve r orno .al e Academy in Miss issippi , he 

moved to Taxas , where he ntendod t o organize h sown boys ' 

ecad o~· . He conduced h is first schoo l a t Bedias , Texas , i n 

1887 . The fol lowing sun~er he t aught school at Send Fruir e 

in ,adison County end it was ther e thAt a group of in

terested citizens of 1adisonv lle found him and &sked him 

to to ach in 1/~dieonvillo . 

Several , .adisonvillo b:lsinessnen-- ·ir . Florence , 

Dr . Westmoreland and Dr . John forris--built a t wo - story 

school ho use and rented it to Allon . The remains of the old 

disonv lle school bui ldin were ad ded to the back of the 

new schoolhouse snd the students r eferred to it as "the 

kitchen ." John Allen , with hi s brother Rivers , promoted an 

excellent school . It was named the adison Academy and 
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s tudents co!ne from greot dist ances to attend . For f our 

yesrs, Allon tried to pe rsuade businessmen of Madisonville 

o back him in an effort to ostablish a private school for 

boys . In 1899 , after exhausting all of his re sourcos , h e 

was conpelled to move to Br an , Texas , where he was provided 

with fin anc i al assistance . He orGonized tho boys school 

ths t bec ame known as Allen Ac ademy , and within a few years , 

i t was one of the f inest preparatory schools in the state . 27 

The Madisonville school lost its two fin e educators and it 

was not until 1919 that it w&s able to r ec over . I n tha t 

yea r , John Conn becar:.e 1adison Count ' s first County Super

intendent . Through his effor s t he sc hool system bogan a 

steady g ro~th . 28 

The s oci&l i:-1.3titution 3 of t he home , the schoo l and 

the church were uppermost in the tr. nde of the e arl settlers , 

with th~ church being the r?ost 1 portsn t . Tho first organ

ized church effort in Madisonville ,as probably m9de by the 

1ethodists . One sour ce s ays that "th/3 f!Jciisonville detho-

dists were acti ve as early as 1847 , " Circuit r iders moved 

throu hout he state pre&ching the £Ospel . Rev e rend Rob ert 

Crawford was one of the earliest of those circuit riders . 

The first ethod st Church building was a one - room str ucture 

27Loc kie Per en Tho~pson , An Early Administrato~ : 
Joh?}_ Hod0 es Alen , unpublished ·laster's Thesis , Un iversity 
of Toxa.g , 1948 , 21- 9 . 

28 lon,:, , "His to ry of Schoo l s , 11 Madison ville 
Meteor , Juno 3 , 1954 . 
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th9t wss probsbly built in the 1870 ' s . It was on tho site 

where Roy Fannin ' s ho~e is presontly loc ated . In 1904, 

the building was sold to tho M_ssionary Baptists , who had 

spli t with the Madisonville Baptist Church , ond a new church 

was cons true ted on the corne:::- of Ha in and -le Iv0r . Beforo 

1900 , the ~adisonville Methodist Church servod as the head 

of a c rcui t which included !idway, Elwood and Oxford . In 

1897 , the psrsonsge burned and was rabu lt on the same site . 

The church that was uilt in 1904 sor cd the com.~unity for 

fort - even years, until it was replaced by a beautiful red 

bric k church and educavional center in 1951 . 29 

Amon the early- day pastors were T. B. Graves, 

1881 ; J . B. Adair , 1884- 1896 ; J .. Sovaeo , 1890 ; and Jim 

Adams , 1894 . 0 her earl~-dey pastors wore D. W. Gordner , 

W. W. P.or~ cr , G. S . Sandel and Roverond Powledge . Early 

member~ of tho Fi rat .:ethodi st Church wo r e Mr . and Mrs . 

Mark Robinson , {ajor snd 1~s . W. W. Vis er , Dr . and trs . 

John ~ rris , Sr ., and !r. and Mrs . M. Y. Randolph . !rs . 

Tho:nas R. Hard oinsd the Me hodist Church in 1 881 , T . W. 

Byers in 1883 , ?·rs . Ida Vis er in 1884 and A.rs . Minnie Ford 

in 1886 . _n 1890 , !1rs . Erin Burtis , Dr . J . E . Morr is , -Irs . 

Be tty Cr utchfield and rrs . Jim Brownlee became active 

mernber:1 . 30 

29 11Fi r st Methodist Church on Circuit 100 Years Ago ," 
edisonville Meteor , une ) , 1954 . 

30rbid . 
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The exact dote of the first Baptist organiza.tion 

is not kno~'Tl; howevor , on April 17 , 1856 , J . W. D. Creath 

presented s land deed to Thomas Flood, Charlen Claubaugh, 

C. F . Claubaugh and Thomas J . Goree, who were Trustees for 

tho Baptist Church of 1!adisonville . Reve1•end Goorgo Groen 

and Dr . J . V. '/right were the first organizers of the 

Church. Hrs . J . R. Steele was one, of the first members 

baptized by Dr . Wright . Apparently no church buildine was 

cons tructed fo~ o ntll1'lber of years . Ono source says that 

during the Civil War , the Baptist Church failed to func tion 

r egularly .31 

The first written record of tho Baptist Church was 

fo und in an old boo~ owned by .Mrs . W. D. !o~gan . Tho book 

records ths t in 1877 or 1878, a Mr . T . P . Williar11s settled 

about four miles west of 1~disonville . Williams invited 

Brother G. H. H. Wilson of the Mount Zion Church of Walker 

County to hold a r eligious meeting in Williams commun ty . 

As a r esult of that meeting , the Liberty Baptist Church 

was organ_zed . The first Meetings were conducted in a b rush 

arbor . Later in 1878 , A. T. Farrar b ecame the pastor and 

served the corr.=nuni ty for s overal years . In 1879 , Rover<md 

John Wilmer , n school teacher at Madisonville , was instru

mental in moving the church to Hadisonville . On January 4, 

188o , the church was renamed the Madisonville Baptist 

31 Personal Interview, Reverend T . R . Wagstaff , 
Pastor , First Baptist Church of Madisonvill~ , July 19 , 
1971 . 



Church . In t ally , a l a1•ge group of people joined the 

church and for a bri ~f er od the organization grew , but 

betweon the years 18S1 to 1888, interost in tho church 

waned . 32 
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In 1888 , during a revival meeting , the churc h 

members asked for o permanent m nister . A preacher n amed 

Barclay accepted the inv tation and from thnt t mo on , 

except for a few nonths , the church has had a r egu or m.n-

i ster . trs . Francis Iatte1•son took it upon hersel f to work 

f or tho construction of a church build ns . Her efforts 

r esulted in the start of construction n the l ate 1880 1 s , 

but th~ p1"0ble~s were ust beginn ng . The l umber bought 

f or tho building la on tho ground until it almost r otted , 

t h9 blocks for tho fou~d at ion wore t oo short , and the church 

s eats were mada of thr~e -inch slats that wer e too hard to 

it on . Fin9lly , Jim Henssrling and John Womble went to 

Oalvo3ton snd bought appropriate b enchos f o r the new build 

ing . 33 

In 1902 , the Bapt st Church split ove r the distri 

bution of .1ission3ry funds and one group broke away to for:n 

t he 1issionary Baptist Church . Finally , in 191 3 or 1914 , 

the two churches were r eun ted under the pastorship of a rnB.n 

known only as Brother Page . The membership of the combined 

churches at that time was 213 members . The Fi r st Bapt st 

32 Ibid . 

331b d . 
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Church of; adisonv llo continues today in the brick church 

building t hat was built in 1931 . It is lo cnted j ust soltt.h 

of the townsquare . 34 

As early as 1854 , 1idway hsd established a Chris-

tian Church . Although thore ay ha vo been a Church of 

Chris t or,ss.n zation in ·!sd isonv ille at that time , the 

record s show thst it was not until 1883 that the Church of 

Christ wes formed . In 1 884 , tho fir t meeting houso wa~ 

built on a site s outh,,est of t he townsq uarc . J . B . Lee end 

Jim Gillespi e were the Church ' s first elders . John R. Burtis, 

E . E . Day, and S . D. Nichols al so served as early elders of 

the church . In 1883 , Harry Ham lton , an early evsngelist , 

wa s instru.,entol i n organ zing the first congrcg a tlon . The 

first church buildinG s e rved the congr egat ion sixteen yeors 

until 1903 . At that time , a n ew uildinc and preacher ' s 

borne were built at the placo whero the Hunblo Service Sta

ti on n ow s tands et the intersect on of Highways 75 snd 21 . 

In 1930 , the old church building was no longer adequate t o 

meet the growing attendance and a n ew building was con

s tructed . A brick building was erected f or i ts member s . 

35 I t i s the sa~e building that r emains t oday . So~o of t he 

evangelists of the Church of Christ who ass i s t ed t he growth 

35Mack Stirm1Jn , "Madisonville Church of Christ Has 
Had I n te r est ng History Since 1883 , " Madisonvill e He teor , 
August 24, 194-4 . 



end do olop~ent of he local con r0gation were Herry 

Hamilton , A. J . McCert , T . W. Phillips , 0 . E . Phillips , 

W. D. Bills and Cled iallece . 36 
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I n m9ny towns in Texas , the n9wspaper is one of 

t he oldest continuous businesses ; tho first !odisonvill e 

newspaper , however , was found ed two years af ter t he oldes t 

busin~ss . I t was pr nted in 1888 by J. B. Hal l , a Baptis t 

m n ster . He callod the pape r Tho Texss W&t ch."Tl9n and , 

unfortunately , it was short - livoa . 37 One of t he earl iost 

copies of tho ps or dated pril 21 , 1888 , c arried a head 

line in bold type that r ead , " ENTEHCED TO BE HANGSD. 

W. H . ROC , TR:E WIFE FJISOH.SR , DOO:•!ED . " The articl~ that 

f ollowed r eportGd that Judge ror:-:19n G. Kittrell p 4~3ed t he 

death sentence and set the exocut on f o r May 26 , 1888 .38 

In 1894, Thort:\s J . Stevens established a n ews:pap19r 

c allod The .res sen:Jer . Wi l l iaM F . Bookman es s ist9d Stcv0ns 

in . ubl ish nz th9 pape r . Ste van3 once wro t e , " ·lhi l o I 

f urn shed the money $500 . .. to s tart my 1adison

v1ll e sheet , I \now t hat my deceased bosom fr iend , Wm . F . 

Boolman , d id more t o keep 1 t al 1 ve t han eve r I d1 d . " 

St evens sold the paper to a schoo l teacher, W, W. Sh ar p , 

and t he na~e was chaneed to the Madisonville Meteor . In 

1936 , J aI1~s T. Den ton, whi le wor ~in a s a printe r for the 

) 6rbid . 

37 11Meteo r Estobli ohed in 1884 ," Madi sonville HotoQ.!: , 
J une 3, 1954 . 
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paper, claimed the credit for n aming the newspaper . Back 

before the turn of tho century , Denton had worked briefly 

a s a printer for Sharp and suppos ed ly he ch9n3ed t he n3~a 

of the newspsper to the ~d isonvi lle Metcor .39 

Sor,e of the editors of the newspaper were Gu s A. 

ewman, J . A. Palmer , W. F . Bookman , W. L . Turner , Reverend 

T. B. Ande rson a.d J . A. Knight . Knight in 1920 as t he 

first to s vt type with 9 linot pe machine . In 19)8 , H. B. 

Fox bought the newspape r from }:night and in 1939 the 

~disonvil o ~eteor "was acclaimed t ho best all - round eokly 

newsperer in the na ion " by tho Crowell Collier Publishing 

Co ., of ·c"' York . D. H. Re e ves purchased t he news paper i n 

1945 and sold i t to th9 present publisher , W. B. Cros sle , 

on 1-~erch 0 15, 1943 . ho Cros sleys have continued t he 

busines s as a f e!llily op~r ation and havo ~on numerous awards 

for t hei r exco lent paper . 

Madisonvi le was incorporated in 1912 and since 

that time hes ehown s teady growth as a corr.munity . Hany 

s!llall co:r.:nunities were settled in !-:edison County , but only 

three --i·~adi:rnm,illo , Midway and Horth Zulch--continued to 

grow. By tho l ate 1800 ' s , s chools and churches wore estab

li shed throughout the county . The r a ilroad ca me to Mad ison 

39 11 Hetco r Est ablished in 1884 , " Madisonvj.11~ Meteo r, 
June 3, 1954 . 

40rbid . ; and Interview with H. B. Fox, Circ leville, 
Texa3 , August 5, 1971 . 



County after tho tu:rn of the twentieth century , and 

shortly th~reafter auto~obilos, telephones , electricity 

and n1tura.l gas followed . 
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CHAPI'ER VI 

OTHER '-Lti.DISJ, COUU1'Y SE~TLENEXTS AND I MPORTAHT EVEi·l"rS 

Madison County is dotted with cormnunities that wero 

oncA earl settlements . Although each hes a history dat ing 

back to the early years of the county, no attempt will b e 

mado to rocord the histor of all of the settlements . The 

communities of idwa , North Zulch , Elwood , and 'tlillowho le 

will b e briefl considered . The fo l lowing is a list of 

early com:nu."litie~ of :-tadison Count 

Albert Lee Falva Laceola 

Antioch Fello\lship Madisonville 

Buckaul ts Fa rris Mec ca 

Bull ard George Midway 

Bundic Greenbriar Mitchell Prairie 

Canary Gree r Mt . Tabor 

Center Hennessy Nor th Zulch 

Cha pe l Hill High Prairie Oak Grove 

Cobbs Creek Holl is Oxford 

Concord Island Pee Dee 

Conno:- Jenkins Pl a invie...,. 

Cottonwood Jozye Pleasant Grove 

Dinge?tville Keefer Randolph 

Elwood KickDpoo Ro e k Pra irie 
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Rogers PrJirie 

Sand P.:.•9.iric 

Shad- Grovo 

Shiloh 

Sweet Home 

Ten Iil e 

Union 

Williamson 

Willo·.,rhole1 
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Hidway is the old'3s t settlement in ~ladison County , 

although it was not kno,m by that name until 1855 . It is 

locs ed in tha esstern end of the county , approximstely 

three mile~ from the Trini t River . Major ~Hlliorn C. (Billy) 

Young was tho first whi to sottler in tho Udway area . Major 

Young, a South Caro inian , moved to the site of present-day 

Midway in 829 . Man years later , in 1935, Younr;•s grand

daughters , Hrs . A . Y. Rogers , Hrs . . r. Y. Riley , Marga rot 

Young end h s 6randson , J . H. Young , r elated the experiences 

of their grsndf9ther to . Irs . Sam "vi . Jackson . They told of 

Mg or Yo'.l!l~ 1 s arrival in the area whero he found Ind ians 

encamped along the l akes of the Trini ty River . The raids 

egain3t cattle and horses of tho early settlers and the 

consequent deaths of m~n of the earl pioneers were vividly 

described . As settlers moved into the locale , the Indians 

were slowly driven from the territory . By 1855, Midway had 

become a th.riving lit tle com.~unity . It had a school , a 
2 

general merchandise store and a post office . 

Professor Joseph A. Clark moved from MidwAy , Ken

tuc ky , to the growing community in 1855 . He was a minister , 

1 Per3on nl Interview2 , Mr . Lewis Gibbs , Retired Ho il 
Corril)r , Madison County ; and Te7.as Hichway Map , Madison 
County , June 3, 1971 . 

2Jackson , Scr3pbook (unpublished ) . 
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en educator and a mgn of croat character . Clark was per

mitted to n o;;10 the so ttlen10n t . ofsny local ras id on ts ha e 

always cons id cr ad that Iidwa rec eived its nomo because :f.t 

was loc ated botween two spec ific places , which is not the 

ca se . Cl ark named tho comI11unity for his home town in Ken

tuck . Ha bees.mo one of ·U.dwe ' s first pastors end taught 

school in his hoMe . During Clark ' s first year at Iidway he 

es tablished the First Christian Church at Huntsville . 

Cl ar~ •s sons , Addison and Rendolph, studied undel' thoir 

f ather , and later , after returning from the Civil Wor , 

found ed a pri ato school at Thor Springs , Hood County , 

kno~-n es dd - Ran Coll9ge . It l ater becane the pro ert of 

t he Christian Church and , afte r several :novo3 , it wa s loc ated 

at Fort forth . Tho name was cha ed to Texas Christion 

Un ver:.ity . 3 

One of Cl a rk's early students , .• as John T . Browne , 

who went on to b ecome a7or of Houston . In 1935, at the 

ago of ninety , Browne r ecall~d that his happiest ye ars were 

i n 1855 end 1856 when he was studying under Professor Cl1rk . 

Some of the s tudents who attended Clark ' s school with Bro;me 

were Austin !1cC3ry , who later bec3me a minister of note , 

Poly Finney, To~ and Jeck Robbins , Tex Pago, the two Vi ser 

boys and ary Hennessey. Browne r ememberod the old settlers 

of idway es being John Harris , Is aac Wycough , the Allens , 



the Clapps , the Brooks , tho Randolphs , the Burtis ', the 

Kittrolls, tho Forrests , tho Ha es , the Youngs , and the 

Wakefields .4 
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Among the farnous educators and teachers who served 

t he ~idwo school was Mrs . Tommie Nolloy Goroo , wi f~ of Major 

Thor.19. s J . Goroe , who headed the Texas state penal i nsti

tution for a number of years . Other 111ombers of the school 

f acult were 1n or /illiom W. Viser , Dr . John Masterson and 

lrs . Francis Riley !asterson . !rs . Iasterson ' s son later 

bocame Dean of the Law School at the University of Missouri . 

J ames F . Cox also taught et 1idway ond subsequent l y boc9111e 

the President of Abilene Christian Collcgo . John W. Thom!l.son , 

a grandson of ta or T . J . Goree , become a famous artist ond 

author . The Thorw son Room the librar of Sam Houston 

StE1.te University is nE.tmed in his honor . John ond River Al len 

also t9u-ht at 1idway end later foundod the preparatory 

i nstitution of k1len Academy at Bryan, Texas .5 

Whon the town sit~ of ~lidway was l aid off in 1854 , 

S . C. Wakefield , one of the early pioneers , built a small 

drug dispensary . Lgter , he added a genera l me r chandise de

partment to his store . Hi s sons , Wi lson F . and I ra L., 

c arried on the business afte r h is death under the n ame of 

Wakefield Bros . They were the f irst postmasters of Udwoy 

4roid . 

5To1d . 
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end also the first gin owners . Thomas Taylor and P. K. 

Goree o\.ned the first g1•onse storo, which doalt with farrn 

supp ies . A msn named Hal'ris , alwn. s r eforrad to as "G:eand 

ps" Harris, was tho f il•s t blacksmith of Hid way . He r emained 

in operation for ovel' half of a centur . 6 

The 1idwa Cemetery is crowded with the graves of 

the cs.rl settlers . -fajor 'I . C. Younc , the first permanent 

white settler of the count, is buried theru under a st and 

of ced ar trees . His gravo marker , b adl worn by tine , is 

bar oly re sdable ; but, the inscription "·ouridod at Battle of 

San Joe nto-- pril 21 , 1836" is discernible . Tho tcwn of 

idway had 217 r es idents in 1904 .7 

North Zulch , ono of the three m.qjor com.~unities in 

Msdison County , is loc ated in thi:, west end , app1•oximately 

si x miles from the Navasota River . The town wa s named fo r 

Julius Zulch . Then Zulch was a se enteen-yoar-old boy in 

GeIT1an7 , he b ecame upset over a present given him by his 

f athor . Zulch thought that his bro ther h ad received a b ette1• 

gift and consoquen~ly he decided to run away from home . 

Zulch worked his wgy across the . tlantic on a ship that 

land ed at Gal va ston in 1848 . He becane a peddler of tin

ware while he moved towa rd the interior of Texas . In 1849 , 

Julius Zulch settled in an area which was l ater c alled Old 

6Ibid . 

7Texos lm8nac , 1904 , 42 . 
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Zulch He bui l t a ono-room log house ond continued to p oddle 

his tin-.-rnre and wh skey . In those days Zulch traveled to 

Galveston by ox wagon to buy his supplies . Later , he married 

Martha ·!artin and opened a sm3ll general store . His old 

ho~o place is loc ated about two miles south of tho present 
8 to;m of North Zulch . 

Julius Zulch don::ited tho land for the first church and 

school in the area . Later , the first post office was n amed 

in hin hono r . When Julius died , his son , Will Zulch , in

heri ted the estate . The town of Horth Zul ch was built on 

tha t l and . In 1906 , Will Zulch donotod altornato lots in 

for ty- six blocks l ocqted on the west sido of the Springfield 

Ro ad to a branch of the l~.:n1ston and Texas Central Ra ilroad 

c alled the z.:ex ... a Cu t - off . The to1.-:n of North Zulch wns c1•ea.ted 

as tride the tracks . Two l akes were t13de to water the 

engines that came throueh the town . They b ecame known a.s the 

North Zulch and South Zulch reservoirs . Tom Ware b ecame the 

first section foreman end married the daughter of Jonah 

Shannon . Horace Cobb was the firs t Houston and Texas Cen t ral 

agen t and mode his r esidence in the freight r oom at the depot . 

Dr . Julius Zulch, another son of Julius Zulch , owned the l and 

east of the Springfield Road . Jim C. Parker was the fir st 

merchant to build and stock a g eneral store in North Zulch . 9 

8north Zulch High School , Scrapbook on History of 
?forth Zulch . 

9Mrs . W. T . Ta7,lor , "History of North Zulch and Wost 
End of M';ldison Count y , ' Madisonville Meteor , August 24, 1944 . 
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The his tor of rorth Zulch ond Willowhole a1•e closely 

related . Willowhole is a communi ty that is located about 

two miles south of llor t h Zulch . Earl - trnvelers would ~ top 

at illo·.;hole to water their• snir.ials in a doop depression 

running beside the Springfield Road . Tho watering placo· 

was guarded by a thick willow grove . Consequontl , tho 

place becar.io kno,m as vlillowhole . ~ ny of the early 1illow-

hole sottlers moved to Iorth Zulch around 1908 , when tho 

rail road c rune to tho area . Juli us Zulch is buried at the 

Willowho le Cornetery . 10 

Early schools in the forth Zulch area were held in 

private o~es and later in the Free 1111 Baptist Church . 

The earliest teachers of r ecord were W. S . Barron, Irena 

1organ and I·~s . George :abry . In 1908 , tho c 1 tiz ens of 

North Zulch organized the first public school . A two-story 

frame build ing was constructed for tho schoolhouse . It had 

fo ur rooos on the first floor and an auditorium on the 

s econd . Subsequently , in 1924 , a modern two - story brick 

s chool building was constructed at the site of the old bui ld

ing . In the years that follo wed , Oak Grove , Bundic end 

Willowholc consolidated their schools with North Zulch . In 

1904, the area that l ater came to b o known as North Zulch 

had less thDn one hundred r esidents .11 

l Oibid . 

11PerDonnl Inte rview , ~~s . Lewis Gibbs , ~~d isonvill e , 
Texas , June 3, 1971 ; and , Texas Almanac , 1904 , 42 . 
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Elwood , l ocoted in the northaost corner of fudison 

Count • , wos one of the corl thri vins corununi ties . Dr . 

Georc o Hashinston Robinson wos probabl the first pcr-m.:inent 

settle r in that loca t ion . lthou h b 1854 Elwood wos one 

of the l sri;est conr.nmi tios in the coun t , it f ailed to grow 

and keep ace ith other connun i t cs such as Midway and 

}1adisom·ille . In 1854 , Elwood was compat ins with 1adison

vi lle to become tho co unty seat of Madison County and as 

early as 1856 the corununity had its own post office . Elwood 

lost out to ;~adisonville bec ause the act of the Texos LeG s 

l ature stated that the county seat h nd to b e loca ted within 

five miles of the cente r of t he count .12 

Only one ~ener a l store remains in the vicini t of 

prenent - ca • E1~1ood . It is o;med and oper a ted by Nrs . Salil 

Wilson . Hrs . ilson r elated to the author of this study how 

Elwood c a.-ne to be n amed . In the early days befo r e Iadison 

Count ~as created , the cor.:munit wa s growing as set tlers 

moved into the area . A be autiful clear spring , surrounded 

by a thick s tand of elm trees , was loc ated close to the 

co~.munity . Several of the most ente rprising of the se t tlers 

f ound that the wote r from the spring was an excellent source 

fr om which corn whiskey could be n~ de . The communi ty 

le arned of the clandestine operation a t the spring and 

began referring to t he spot as elm- wood . Over o per iod of 

years the con:lllun i ty r ofined the name and the sottlement 

12Jackson , Scrapbook (unpublished ) . 
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13 b eccme h.uown as Eh:ood . It is not known if the prosent -

day inhab i tants of Elwood would all agree on how the com

muni t was n amed ; howe ver , the s tor as told b }~s . Wilson 

corta inl soe1"11s likel . Dr . Geor£;o Washington Robinson, 

the founder of the co:'ll~unit, is bur i ed closo to his beloved 

cournunity in tho Allph n Cometer . The inscription on his 

marker r eods : "Dr . G. W. Robinson . Born Jan . 23 , 1814 . 

Died Nov . 6, 1887 . Wounded at the Battle of San Jacint o 

April 21, 1836 . " 

The old ceneter i es t hat abound in the count a.re 

mute e idence of the hardships of the early settlers . One 

of tho most interestiT1£ aspects of this study h a s b e1:·n tne 

s urvey of the ccun t 1 s old cewetorios . The cemeteries ore 

full of era es with mar~ers thot record the ea ly history 

of entire f amilies . Some of the pioneers lived to be ninot 

years old , and buried beside them are their children , 

usually in large nllr.lbers . ~wny of the children died at birth 

or shortl there~fter . 

The old Bethel Cemetery , located on the Madison 

Count - Grines County line , has been n a intained as a memorial 

to the early pione~rs of that are3 . The cemetery , on l and 

owned by Nrs . Ola Garrett of ·Iadisonvil le, is all that r e

mains of the onc e proud coITmunity of Bethel . Probably in 

the early 1830's , the settlers b and ed tocether at Bethel for 

mutual protection against the India ns . The fa milies of 

13Per3om1l Int9rview , Hrs . Sam Wilson , Elwood 
Cor.J!'ilunity , July 20 , 1971 . 
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Antonio Rivers, A. B. Dodson, Edw&rd Ariolo, I gnat ious 

Si~es , Zoraster Robinson and n~ny other3 are buried there . 

1rs . A. B. Dodson, one of the most f amous of the old set

tl ers buried at Beth~l , m9do the first Tex as flag in 1835 . 

he was buried in ho cemete ry in 1848 . Another old c em

etery is found st Willowhole , hich is located only a few 

miles from th9 old Bethel Ceneter . Julius Zulch , the 

fo under of the "Zulch" cor.-i;nuni t , is buried th,1re . Tho 

gra,•s of tho first n an buried in th9 c einotery , a l-1r . Pruitt, 

c en s ti ll be seen . 

Dur ng the per od of tho Republic And , ovon more , 

during the Civil War , tim9s wero hard in M9dison Count . 

Land and cattle could not be conv9rtod to c ash . Trade was 

mc1tly cond u~ted in barter snd credit wos l ~ter paid for 

i n proper ty . D. E . E . Braman , in h s boo , Bramon ' s Infor

mation About Texas , writes about the money systoCT in early 

Tox&3 . He says , "C:rodit , in Texas , i s the universal r ule , 

and pro~pt payme nt the exception ; the system r uns through 

all bus nesses , from the smsllest account to t h9 most i m

portant contract . 11 14 

Dur ng the Civil dar , tadison County , li ke m9ny 

o ther Texas countie3 , i ssued script , "shin plasters ," to b e 

used as moncJ . It is not known how the "shin plaster" was 

backed , but it was probably with land . Mad i son County may 

have issued the script in varying de nominat ions such as 

14Brmna.n , Inforiw~t ion About Toxos , 80 . 



five dollars , ten dollar& , snd so on ; howevo r , the only 

referance to the script thst c on be found pertoins to the 

wo-dollsr "shin plaster . 111 5 
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,'hen the wsr broko out b etween the states , many of 

the 1fadison Count- residents took up arms and went to nr . 

Although m0st of the men foucht on the side of the Con

federacy , so~e fought for the Union . {rs . Jessie Steelo 

Divine reports that her grondfather fought for the South , 

but that ono of his brothers fought for tho orth .16 

1rs . Ssrah Goree of ·'. adison Coun-: had five sons 

who foueht for the Confedt>rac . Hor youngest son , P. K . 

(S:rap ) Gorea , the father of !rs . Sam W. Jackson , w9s the 

cour er for General Robert E . Lee . General Lee r eferred t o 

Scrap as "rn li ttle r.iesse!1£cr in gray . " Dr . P. W. Ki ttrell , 

who m3rr ' ed a Gore a , alluded to the Civil Wa r in his j ourn3l 

i n 1864 . He wrote : 

~'bile a cruel end unngtural ~ar has now f o r more 
than th.rec yeors beon desolating our fair end beauteous 
land 8ttd sproading woe and m sery broadcast , we i n 
t his s ection hsve b een compa ratively f roe from its 
r avages , and ~1y God i n his infinite mercy stil l spar o 
us and br ' ng to an end this cruel i n ternecine war . 17 

Twent - three years afte r the Civ il Wa r ended , t h e 

1~ . Bailey Carroll , "Texas Col l ect i on , " South
western His t oricg1=_ Qugrterly , XLIX , 153 . 

16. s . Jessie Steele Divine , "As I Remember the 
Early Days in Xodison County , '' Madisonville Hetoo r , May 21 , 
1954 , 

17Jackson , Scrgpbook ( unpublished ). 
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Confederate veterans of Madison County assembled at !adison

vill e to or~an ze Tho Association of Confederate Vctorans 

of dison Cou.n y , Texas . In t hat yoar , 1888 , tho following 

officers were elected : ajor W. W. Vis er , President ; Col . 

J . C. Webb , Vice-President ; J runas B. Loe , Secreter ; and 

Samuel T . Allphin, Trea3uror . Fro:n that meeting on asso

ci ation c.sllc::d the Camp John G. Walker No . 128 was formed . 

The pur ose of the association was as follo ws : 

To refuto all charges against us as Confederates 
of want of patriotic devotion to the principles of 
t hat free con5t ution9l govornncnt handed down to us 
by our fathers , ond f or tho f urther pll!'pose of c ar n"' 
fo r our comr:ides who a1•e in indigent circwistances . 1'8 

The followinf; is a lis t of the surviving Confederate 

veter:ins of Hadi::,on Coun ~Y in 1888 : J . • Webb , G. H. 

Hubbsrd , J. C. 1orris , J . E . fo rr n , F . M. Comwr , R. /iley , 

J . D. Jord:in, J . (; , Donton , W. A. Prico , J . W. Towns , J . S . 

allace , . S . Thomason , Jr ., J . H. Robinson , .t. B . eigh-

bors , S . H. Linds~ , G. M. Robinson , N. H. Park , J . H. New

l and , J . F . Dunn , E . B. Seay , T . F . Paulsel , Joo Adams , 

J . M. Brownlee, Sr ., B. F . Bard , Boon Anderson , W. W. Viser , 

Al Bye rs, W. D . • :cDonald , J . M. 1cDonald , E. E. Da y, J. G. 

Conn , A. P . Burrows , J . A. Sowol l , P. J . Mersfelder , N. A. 

Glover , P . K. Goroe , Wiley Sowell , W. F . Wakefield , Wayne 

itchell , Joe Wi l l iams , T . D. Hennessey , J . L. Connor , R. L. 

Brook9 , M. H. Ford , A. J . McBrid e , F , R. Mado l e , F . M. 

l f½1o isonville ·foteor , August 27 , 1897 . 
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Cho~bless , 0 . L. Pigford , J . G. Heath and R. G. Dorbor . 19 

Colonel J . C. Webb wroto an articlo in 1897 on his 

definition of a Confedsroto soldier . It is quoted in part: 

I would avo every ex-Confodorate soldier living 
within the bounds of J\I!ld ison County . . . . What I 
me sn by an ex-Confederate soldicr--i s ono who pe r 
f or:nad the duties o.f an ox-Confedorate soldier and who 
s tood up to the rack whon the foddor gave out , and 
bless God stands there yot , or in other words , has 
never yet dograded h mself by claiming that he wns 
either fool cnou h , or scoundrel enoueh to h a ve taken 
up ar:ns and fouc~t in a cause that he believed then, 
or th9t he b elieves now , W9S not altogother and in 
ever particular just , right and patriotic . 20 

Ro Jackson was b orn at Willo~holo in ~dison 

County on Iovembor 24 , 1880 . He r eGalls that when he was 

a small boy led i son County had "no rail road , nor even a 

b ank and I csn't r emenber a grsded dirt r oad . 11 21 The 

earliest meons of transportation in ,bdison Cou:1ty wero the 

ox ~agon and double-m le teams that c a rried cot ton , t he 

c ounty 's only surplus cofl!:Tlodity , t o ms r kets in Galveston 

and Houston . These trips often t oo throo to four wo eks . 

Later , Iavasota a nd Huntsv ille became the principle markets 

f or tho county . 22 

Early Texas co nne rco was usu~l ly h andled by fr eight 

wagons pulled by ''three to eigh t yoke of oxen . " Using oxen 

1 9Ibid . 20Ibid . 

21Roy Jackson , "As I Ro:;-iomber Th-3 Eorl y Days in 
Madison County , '' t·bdisonville Meteor , Moy 28 , 1954 , 

22Jackson , Sc r apbook ( unpublished ) . 
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instead of hor~cs h9d its Advantagos . Tho large feet of 

the ox did not sink into the soft Tox3s mud , the prioe was 

on e-fourth l ess than that for draft horses , and oxen c ould 

live off the prairie srass better than horsos . 23 

In the early dsys , s~n..'l.11 b aterru and steam boats 

plied the Trinity River and provided a limited form of 

transportation when the r vor was navigable . Stag& lines 

were lo. te in coming to H9di son Count , and it is not kno·.m 

if any r0gul srly-schedulod runs were made in the county . 

Old r ecords reflect thats stagoco9ch often ron through Hid

way on its way to Huntsville from Nacogdoches ; howe ver , i t 

was not a scheduled run . Willowhole ond later North Zulch 

had sor.i/3 for.n of stagecosch travel to Bryan about t he tura 

of the century .24 As the Old s~n Antonio Road is the old est 

r egularly t1•av~led highwsy ac::-os3 Texas , i t i s assUI11~d t hat 

s tsgo lin~s did movo along this n?rthern ro9d in Madison 

County . Th& trnnHportat 0n probl~~ appea red to b e solved 

when the first ratlroad c a~e t o the county . 

Early in 1902 , t hree prominent Mad i sonville business 

men--Judge J . H. Brownlee , C. C. Hayes end J . J . Jo pling-

somewh8t in jest , f ormed the Madisonville - Navssota South

western Railroad Company . The International and Groat 

•orth9rn P.Jtlway Co . (I&GN) , with hesdqu9 rters in Pal estine , 

23Hogan , Texns Republic , 66- 7 . 

24Jackson , Scrapbook (unp~blished ). 
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Texas, heard of the n ew venture and called for a ?·ladlson

ville con:niss ion to meet with them and discuss placing o. 

branch line from lavasota to Madisonvil le . The negotiations 

were successful and , in 1903, Hadison County got its first 

r ai lroad , which term n3 ted at {adisonvillo . C. D. Donaldson 

bec ame the first station agent for I &:G!i . For a brlof tinie , 

the r ailroad business was prosperous . Later , throe modern 

hishways were built through the coun ty and the r ailroad 

began to lose r.~ne In 1944 the r oilroad went into ra-

ceivership and was taken over b the 1issouri Pacific 

Company, 1hic h discontinued tho line . 25 Severo.l rsilroad 

branch lines ~ere laid across the western end of M3dison 

County in the early 1900 1 s . The Mexia and Navasota Division 

of the Houston and Texas Central was cor.ipleted in 1906 . In 

1907 , the Trinity and Brazos Valley Railway Line, which loter 

bec rune the Rock Island Line , was laid . 26 

One rumor in .1adison County that continues to this 

day conc erns the loc ation of an old "lost-lead mine . " 

Reverend W. H. Kittrell , son of the famous doctor , wrote 

several letters to his friends in Madison County to persu4de 

them to look for a leDd mine tha t was used during _ the Civil 

War . The following is a part of one of those l etters : 

25Jackson , "History of Madison County ," Write r s 
Project (unpublished ) • 

26Johnson , Texas and Texans , 7)8 . 



John A. Durst , Wa yne Mitchell and John A. Jackson 
told mo of a l ea d mine about seven or eight miles 
nor thoast of l3 di sonville a t t he bottom of a br3nch 
or c1•ock ,-,he r o thoy got l ead for bullets during the 
Civil \-iar . 27 
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Various e~sinoer concerns h ave s ear ched poriodicslly for 

the old lead mi ne without any success . Sone tracos of le8d 

have been fo und, but only in insignificant qu~ntitios . 

Aft.e r the turn of the t wentieth c entury , modern con

ven ences b~gnn to arrive in , 13.dison County . The first 

telephone s er ice came to tho county in 1904 . H. B. Houston 

was granted a franchise by the colTlillissioner 's court to 

establish a liue from Hunt~ville to ·Isdisonvillo . Today , 

i n 1971 , tel ephone s e rvice r eaches practically eve1•y home 

and bus ine ss in adison County . 28 

Although automobiles had been in existence for n 

n~~be~ of year~ , ~he fir~t ca~ in Madison County was bought 

i n 1913 by Dr . Acie Spear and Sherm3n -foAfee . I t was a 

ch3in-driven Ford . The "horseless carrisge ," as it was 

c alled , excited the Madison County residents and soon a 

n ~~ber of Fords , Chevrolets and Maxwolls were bought b y the 

c itizens . By World Wa r I , a r espectable nwnber of auto-

29 mobiles were owned and operated in the co unty . 

27Jackson , "History -of Madison County , 11 Wr it ers 
Project (unpublishod) . 

28Malone , "First Telephone Service ," Madisonville 
Meteor , June 3, 1954 , 

29Malone , "Earliest Cars in 191 3, 11 ?-fadisonvill e 
Meteor , J une 3, 1954 . 
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The sa-"11e year th9 t the a.uto1nobilo caine to Madison 

Count , electric ser ce was esta lished . In 1913 , Gulf 

States Utilities set u i ts fir3t electr c dynamo on a. 

l ocation north of tho towns te of Madisonville . Over a 

period of years , electrical 1 nos wero extended throughout 

t he county . Later , several r ural eloctrif i cot i on comp1nies 

p ro ded electricit to the nost r emote spots in t he cou~t , 

but i t was not until 1940 that Hadison Coun ty h ad i ts first 

na ural gas service . I n that year , the Lono Star Gas 

Compan oved to ~disonvillo and began to p pe gas t o t he 

homes ond busines~es of the count . 30 

In 1908 , the fir8t count agricul t ura l extension 

work beee.n in fadison Count . J . >/ . Wa l tman WEIS appointed 

by Texas A & ~ College to sorve both Leon and Mad ison 

Count i es . Extennion work wos j ust b ecoming known a t t ha t 

time and demonstration t r ains t oured the coun t ies of 
31 Texas . There havo been nany organizations in !adison 

Co unt that have ass i sted i t in i ts gr owth . Not all of 

t hem c an b~ i ncluded i n this study and no slight h as been 

in .,ended . 

30i.ralone , "El ect ric Service in 1913 , " Madi sonville 
Mete2£_, J une 3, 1954 . 

31 11 History of Extension Service ond Co un t y Agen t 
Wo rk Hore Reviewed , " Madinonville l•:eteor , Augus t 24 , 1944 . 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMHARY AUD CONCLUSION 

This stud has traced the early histor of Madison 

County, Texas, from the days of its first Indion inhabitants 

to about the turn of the twentieth centur' . Previousl , 

onl liru_ted literar efforts hod beon mado to r ec ord its 

growth , and connequently , old records of oarly evonts were 

elMoat non-ex stent . From the available material , an at

tenpt ~as msdQ in this stud to preserve the highlights of 

the his or of :ndison Count . 

Madison County is loc ated in East Texas on the 

~estern edge of the Atlantic Gulf Cogstal Plains . The GOn 

erol surface of the county i s undulating with onl a few 

hills uncl va_le7s . The ild clinate pe1'lllits a long growing 

soason of about 261 days , which results prir.wrily in en 

agricultural econoMy . Early I ndian tribos of the county 

were the Conis and the Bidai Indians , although other tribes , 

such as the Apaches and Co!1'1Bnches , frequently raided the 

area .. 

Earl explorers of tho 13.dison County area were 

Luis de •ro::;co~o , a Spon ard , who had boon en 01•iginal momber 

of tho Rern~ndo de Soto expedition, and Cavcl ior , Sieur 

98 



de La Selle , tho famous rench explorer who , acco1•d ing to 

on0 source , was killed just south of tho present sito of 
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ad sonville . s a result of the Spanish expeditions , t he 

s ettlenents of Bucareli (1774 ) and Trinidad (1805 ) were 

established along the banks of the Trinity Rivor in what 

l ater beca.r'lc Iadison Count . Both of the settlements \lere 

short-lied . 

The eorly roods through ~dison County bec on as 

east-west Indian end buffalo trails . With the coming of 

the Spanish , the routes were recorded on maps and c i on 

nanes . The northern road , that traversed the county east 

t o west , \.."as known b three different names : Old San An

t onio Road , El Camino Real and tho King ' s Highway . The 

o\o.'er r oad through the area broke away f rom the Old San 

An ton o Road soMewhore between the Trinity River and the 

present to~m of 1idwa , and continued i n a southwesterl y 

d i r ~:tion . I t ~Js kno,;n as t ho L~ Bahio Rood . 

By 1821 , Stoph~ F . Aust n establ ished the fi r st 

erican s ettlerr1ont in Texas alo the Br az os and Color ado 

Rivers , on a site callod Washington-on- he - Br azos . Afte r 

Texas ge n8d its i ndependence , t he s urround ing a r ea b ec ~~e 

kno;m as Washi ngton Count:, . Subsequent ly, Burleson , 

Brazos , Lee , .ontgomery , Gr ir1es , Walke r, Sa n J ae int o and 

Yu:icison Counties were carved out of Wash ington Co unty . 

As earl y as 1842 , the Congre s s of the Republic of 

Texos attempted t o create t ho " judicia l c oun ty " of Madison, 
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bu t the act was doc arod unconstitutional as the coun t was 

not r oprosented in Consress . Eleven years l ater , on J an 

uary 27 , 1853 , radison County was officiall croDtod , b oinc 

drawn fro~ he count i ez of Wolker , Grimes and Leo n . Dr . 

Pleasant Williams Kit troll wns 1•espons ibl e for recor:-.menclins 

the creation of Madison ounty , and h e h ad the pri vilege of 

giving i t c n srno . The coun ty was n a~ed for Jo mo s Madison , 

who was the fourth President of th6 Uni ted Stotos , and wss 

or£ani2ed on August 7, 1854 , when }~d isonville was s e lected 

a s the c o~~t se9t . 

I t is diffi cu t to establ ish tho exoct dote that the 

f irst hite settle arrivod in :adison Co unty , but it is 

generally accepted that Iajor ':/ . C. (Billy ) Young was the 

f irst perm9nent white s et ler . After Young moved to the 

v icinity of presont - d oy Midway i n 1 829 , o ther settlers mi 

grated into th~ area . It is r ecorded b y 1rs . Sam W. J ackson 

that ~~jor Young , while f ighting for Texas at the Battle of 

San Jacin to , wos the first to utter the f amous r allying 

cries , ''Remembe r the Alamo , " "Remembe r Goliad ." The ea rl y 

settlers of the co~nty suffer d the h 9rdships t ypica l of 

f rontier lif e and only the strongest r emained t o ass i s t in 

t he organi~ a tion of Madison County . 

Many srnoll commun ities were settled t hrougho u t 

Madison County , but only three -- Mn disonvi lle , Midway and 

North Zulch- - con t inued t o grow . In 1853 , J ob S . Coll a rd 

donated about 200 a c r es of land to establish the t own s i te 
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of lndiso nvillo , and in 1854 , ·!ad isonville was s e l ected 

as t he count seat of ~dison Count . In 1856 , i t was 

r eported that Madisonville had several woodon bu ldings , 

a good water su pl and a liMited mail servico . By the 

l ate 1800 1 s, schoo s snd churches had bee n organized and 

s everal small usinesses were in operation . Madisonville 

was incorporated in 1912 , and since that time has shown 

stead ' growth as a CO Pl.!'7uni t ' . 

id,,oy , loc oted in the e astern end of the county, 

is the oldest set tlemen t in lndison County . As sottler~ 

mo ved into the l ocale , Indians wer·e driven fr.om the t orri

t or , and by 1855 -lidwa ha d become a thr iving 1 i ttle co . 1-

mun ty , cons isting of a school, a church , & genera l 

merchandise store and a post off ice . By 1904 , it h ad a 

population of 217. 

orth Zulch is lo cated in the west end of the 

co unt, and is named for Juliu~ Zulch , a peddler of tin 

ware , who oovod into the a r ea in 1849 . Zulch buil t o small 

house two miles south of the present site of North Zulch , 

marred Harthn Martin and rais ed a f a..mi ly . In 1906 , when 

the r e ilro ad no ved throush the western end of the county, 

the to~m of io rth Zul ch wos est ablished astride the tracks . 

By 1908 , schools , churches and small businesses had been 

es t~blished in the town . 

The r ail r oad ca me to Madison County in 1903 , and 

shortly thereafter au tomobiles , telephones , electricity, and 
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atural gas follo1e . The first telep one s ervice c ame to 

he count in 190 , hen a ine as esta lished f r om Hunts

v 11 to {adiso v lle . The f ir t car , a chain- driven Ford , 

as ou ht in 1913 Dr . Ac Spea1 and Sherman lc foe. 

That same e , Gulf States Ut li ties stabl ished the f irst 

l ectr ·cal serv c i n adison County . I t as not un til 

1940 t t Iadison Count had i ts f il•st na.tural gas s ervice . 

Thus , o e-... t l a e , i t became modern Texas coun t . 
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