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C1i.'.P7Ut I 

The name Trinit·, aa a~plit'td t o the river which traverses the state 

of Taxac , ao~ordinb to Fr Juan ~orfi , refers to the Holy Trinity, the 

•mior. of thre .. por so:-".a , thr> fathe r , the Sor,, an d thft o l • Ghost in one 

~od}-.• d . 1 This state""lent is corrobo r ated b· z. T. Fuborn nnd otl-.or 

Y-ritera c,n h,i .. 11!tor:,· ar.d eocro·h" of 7eXA5 . f nlct'lr atatna thst Trinity 

~ ... 11J:.s "~rfl'e in One , " an cn llnd fr-o, t e t hr111e forks of thlP rivflr hi oh 

uniu, to for-:i the nain strna:n . 2 

The Indik n r.L-.e of thi I' rive, v,e.a Arlcokha, a corruptio n f r o:n 

0 r qu ie~co , the n!Wq of an Indifln trib~ . La Zalle callod it tho river of 

canoes because he had to rcoure o ~noaa fro~ the Indiana to cross thn 

1JWOlltm at r- ee.n . 5 

The ipa.niard Alonso de Leon , who cave t h" river the name Trinit •, 

probe.b l fir tt orou., d tU11 rrtream in 1690. Having l eft a few men at 

San Ar.tonic in 1689, he pushed or, into Texaa and e1tab lhhed a te:npc, re.ry 

mia1ion near the eite of the pr., • flnt town of Trinidad . In 1691 Do ngo 

Tttran de 1011 ltio1, th11 eove r :--,or of Conhuila , oroeaed th-, Trini t .k1 ver on 

hie jourrey into the r,orth,.aetf'rn ~rt of Ten11 , wh11trft , with the aoa1eta.noe 

of Franciscan friars , he utablifihed miuion1 ae tar north as the I,ed Ri ve r . 

1 Fray Juan Worf1 , History~ Tena , 167~-1779 , C. E. Caotaneda, Edito r , 
P• 73 . 

2 D. n. Ba.leer , Texu Scrap ~ , P• 22. 

3 H. 8 . Thra ll , U11to r 1 2.!_ ~ • PP • 66- 66 . 



Although he kn8W that De Leon had namAd the Trinity, Teran o~ llAd it 

tnoarnation de l Verbo . ~epinosa , anoth4r Span ish explor er , na.:ned it 

San Juan 3autista , but Ranon , kivnra, La.fora , and So l is , a l l Spani s h 

explorers, consistently ca l 14d i t thn Trinity. 4 

2 

The west fork of the Trinity kiver , the pr incipal tributa ry above 

Calla , has 1ta source ln Archer County , in north C4ntr a l T4xae , and 

flows 1 n a eouthfluterly d1r,,ct1on for about 186 :nilns to its junc tion 

with the ~l::l Fork at Callas to form the Tr inity kiver proP"r • From th is 

junction the stream ~..anders 1n a ger.era l southeaster ly di r ection f or 

approxi~ately 506 Qi l 4s , havin g a total fal l of 1250 fe,,t in that 

dhtance . 5 

The rlnity R1vnr 'trlltershed , which l i ee int.he heart of Texas , 11 

long and narrow with a naximum limr;th of 360 :ni l ea , and a maJti111um wi dth 

of 100 ~ilea at the u~per end . !hn tota l area of thn n. ter uhed l e ap

proximate ly l7 , 6J~ s quare ~ilea and emb r ace• all or p,irt of t hi r t y

aeve n count1ea . 6 

Th" tota l population of thn thi r ty- 1even oount i ea oorapri eing t he 

Trinity wnterehed •~a l , oo0, 432 in 1940, of wh1 oh forty- s i x per oent was 

urban an d fifty- thre~ per cent ru r a l . The tota l po~u l ation dene1ty on 

the wat4trshe d was approximate ly t wo tiQe& t he ave r age f or t he s t a t e, 

whi l e th.ft urban and rura l ;:,opulat1on deneitins w~re 2. 1 and 2. 5 , re-

1peotive l y, tlme1 those for the state . Thn ru r a l popu l ation gai ned 

4 Fray Juan Yorf1 , ~ • Ci t ., ~P • 73- 74 . 

6 77th Congr ,yaa , l 11 e11Gion , Houee IJooument No . 403 , October , 1941, 
PP • 21 - 22 . 

6 ~ • • P• 14 . 



rapidly betwt-~n 1950 and 1940 , while the urban populAtlon hae 1noreaaed 

7 at an average rate of no re than forty per cent sinoe 1910. 

The upper ,raterahed of thft Trinity inoludee portions of eleven 

counties . The ~n• 1 t of th~ rural populat ion there 111 about 19 per 

squa re ~i le . Fort Worth , the lnrbeot o1t , with a population of a 

roxi"lately 200 , 000, h an bportant dhtr1but1ng point , l1 vestook 

~e..rket , and grain center . 

!he middle watershnd inc l udes rte of thlrte countien and ls 

the , oat densely populated portion of th-, watershed . The rural popu

lat1or. a erag-ts about 37 . l p,,r sqwre Qile , while the total population 

has 1nor~aaed slightly since 1930 . Dalla1 , the largest city , has a popu

lation of 294 , 734 and is an important banlclng and t r ading oenter . 8 

The low~r port i on of the Trinity waterahed a lao contaln1 parts of 

thi~~n counties , but it is the l ~aat populous and the least deve l oped 

portion of th~ watershed . Th~ rural population averaiAs 18 . 5 per square 

·nil" whll" the total population incrAaaed slightly b twe,.n 1930 and 

19"0· 

Tlllt Trinity kiver watershed is predom1rAntly an a r,rioultur l area 

with 5 , 716 , 464 acres of crop land valued at nore than f400,ooo,ooo. 

rhe prinoipe.l crop• produced ero cot t on , com , whoe.t , rice , oBta , 

potatoes , hay, anc oorght.ma. Production of oorn and cotton is genn r l 

through.out th~ ret \on , but the greator part ls produoed in the Black l and 

7 "Popula tion by Counties , 1860-1940, " Texo.1 Ali:lanac , 1941- 1942, 
, ,p . 104-108 . 

8 Ibid ., PP • 104•108 . 
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Prairie &r<'ta . 9 

The productiot of livestook is alao 1Qpor tant throughout the Trinity 

basin, the annual val\.18 of all livestock roduoed in this area anount -

1ng to ~ore than twenty- two ~i llion do llars . The greatest cumbers are 

froduo ed in t he north•eatern pert and 1n the extrellle s outhe rn porti on a . 1O 

TiQber 111 an important r~souroe of the Trinity watershed , three of 

the great ti~ber belts or the stnte -,xtending across this region . The 

principal species of oo-:i.~eroial ti~ber ar" shortleaf and loblolly pine , 

r,,.n , ash , red oalc, pin oak , poe oak: , hickory, ce da r , and Pf'0&n . The 

~ajor fOTtion of the virgin pine and hardwood fo r ,.,sts hav., te~n out, but 

ar. 19Xc~ll8Ilt second-growth of shortl-,af and lob lo lly pine has he~n re

produced . 

Lur.beril'"€ , at on,, ti~" a ~aj or industry in the w~terahed , is now 

co:aparatively inactive because t.he second- growth ti:n r ha a not yet 

r~ached marketatility . Th~ adoption of good forestry practices gives 

r r.,at prtmle"' for the future of thh industry. 'l'wo of the g;r .. at Uation

al Fo ro sts extend into this e.rea . 11 

The numb., r of oil field• in t.he wntarahed has increased rapid l y 

aicc., t he discovery of the first oil at Coraioana in 1894 . Twenty of 

the thirty- seven oounti.,s of thio region now have IJroduoing fie l ds . 

Accor dinr, to th ., T"'xaa Al.:nanao of 1941- 1942 , crude oi l production f rom 

12 th.,s e field • Liv,unted to approxi:nately 46 , 604 , 827 barre ls in 1940 . 

9 "Counties and Cities of Texas , " Texas Al manac , 1941- 1942 , PP • 407- 447 . 

10 77th Congre11 t , l Sfu nion , Hou•e Document , No . 403, P• 31. 

11 Ibid ., PP• 31- 33. 

12 "T.,xa s Oi l Production by Counti,,a , 11 Texna A.lr.ianao , 1941- 1942 , P • 203 . 



Bitu:nlnoue coal of low grade was at one time ~1ned nenr th" town 

of 9rid port in ffl.ee County. The discovery of oi l and gas in near by 

fields killed this indwstry by providing an abtmdant supp l y of hither 

; rade f'uele . 

6 

?here are lar&• depoei te of a. fairl good grnde of libn1 te in Van 

l&ndt , ! r1n t , ~alker , e.nd Mad i eon Counties . 'nlose beds ve.ry in thick-

neee up to a :u.xi::i of 15 feot , a..~d oany of them lie n"'ar tho Trin i ty 

~.1 v.,r . TherA arfl r;reat i-<>esibi 11 tine tor the S'Jcceesful us-, of ll~ite 

as fuel s t.ould oil an d :ae ~es r rvee dwindle . 

'There ar11 vast iron ore deposit• located in th11 Eaet Tex11 ir on 

ore re ion , which lies partly in the Tr inity River water she d and 11xtends 

to the r.orth and ea.at . lstbates made in 1934 indicate a to t a l r11e11rve 

of about 16C , OOO , OOO tone of workable iron . These deposit• are , main l y, 

of low cradfl z:ietallio content but cl\Il be ~ined very r~ndily . 13 

M long ae the production of pig iron f r om cha~coa l furnaces was 

profitable there wne coneiderab le production !'rorn the E11st Texu de

po1i ts , but since 190g there has been no production becauee ~f the laok 

of a nearby supply of coal adaptable to the manufacture of coke . Ee.r l y 

in 1941 , howflver , conetruction was begun on a f l ant at Longvit.rW, de

eigned to have a production of about thirty tons of s ponge iron daily. 

Ot.h"'r iron ,nine• are b11ing opened r.ear Dainc,,rfiold in Morri e County. 14 

Uoat of the ult produced in Texas cones fro:!l the Eut 'fflXRB aalt 

d()fl\f'lft . A l~r!o salt flant , located at Palestine , J..nderaon County, hall 

15 77th Congr.,.111 , l eea sion, H0uee Document No . ~ • PP • 33- 36 . 

14 "Metallic !Hnerale , " Texfls Al manac , 1941-1942 , PP• 236- 236. 
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operated 1nter:i1tt..ntl for the put few :raara , 11oh1le one of the hrieet 

plants in the United States is loca~d at Grand Sal ir.e . There are vaat 

deposits of salt at both pl acflla which inaure the oont tnuation of thi a 

industry. 

Gri:::l"s and T\allcl'lr l"-,urti •s have luge °'posits of 1\Jll•r ' s ~arth . 

Hve:-aide , loc~t"d o:-. t:ht'I }a.?,k6 of tt-,e Trinit P.iver i n i'iallc--r Cour.ty, 

is the yrinoipal aourcfll of U. is -.Utrial . f'entonite , a filterint r:iat"tri -

15 ~1 , is also ~ined at P.lvereide . 

!he !rinlt:r watershed haa a variety of olaye and ahn l ea suitab le for 

the :nanufaoture of brick, pot "T'Y , and t1lfll . Tho ~riolc :nanufaoturing 

towns of Pal::ier and Fer ris, 1n Ellis County, supp l y :noat of the oo~non 

hriclc used l n Fort Jtorth ar:d Dal lae. Se,oeral oompani-.e ;n nufac ture 

pottery at :iallas and the production of o«nent is car r ied on to a creat 

extent in that area . 

Ther4 are l arge deposit• of sulphur nor the Trinity in the vicinity 

of Li berty in the Coastal Pla.in1 . The1e d poei ta are being exteneivel y 

worked at the pre1ent ti~e . 

The Trinity l-'iver watershed is pri '.°.1ar1ly an agricultural ree;ion, 

however, 1 ta large d tieo nre i mportant rumufacturint: 01mter1 . In 1940 

there 'Wflre 1, 470 factorifls roducint cood s valued at ~ore than 

l 324 , l36 , 000. De.llas had 61.6 f nctori~o with production valuflld at 

'126 , 752 , 187 , wli ile Fort r,orth tad 264 with production v alu,,d at 

16 l89.l67 , 809 . 

16 77th CongresR , l e•a eion , Houefll Doour.ient . No. 403 , p. 35 . 

16 "Manufaoturinr, in Texue , " ~ Almanac , 1941-194 2. PP • 261- 263 . 
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In 19•0 the total B."llo unt of wholesale sales 1n ·~exaa &;;10 ·-1nted to 

$ 2, 050 , ~8 . Dallu had 1, 043 wholesale ,.eta l aluenta whose sales 

a::io~r:te d to 475 , 454 , 000, wt,1 l e Fort i';orth had 436 wr,ol '!! s&.lff e stabliah

::1e n~a with a a.lea IC!lounting to t l48 , 386 , 000 . The co::i'b i r. ed sal es of these 

17 two cities crnunted to thirty J,Ar cent of the total for U,e state . 

llaa , the second argeat city in Te~as , r&.Lka tlrat i u the Ztute 

and in the Southwest ir:. who l esale an J re t ail sa les , anufaoturing , bank

i ng , a.nd inaurance . Alno ne; t he lJ,adl ng oi tie s o the wholfl' Ur. i ted States 

it ra.nka fourteenth i n who l Pao le trade , t"tntnty- third in retai l sa les , 

t h ird in mill i n"ry , aecond 1n waah- dresa maouf acturing, and fourth as an 

ins ure.nce center . l '3 

Fort ~orth ranks t h ir -sixth aoonh the oitios of our nation in 

wr.ol4sale traae , an d forty- f ou rt in retail sales . It is tho fourth 

largest city in T~xaa and the larr,~st grain and cattle market in the 

~outhwi,at . 19 

Whee the Trinity Hlver arfJa is s oken o~ peopl in gen ral do not 

realize the l ::1portanoe of th1a ree ion . Cona1derin g the vast r~aourocs 

and the ecormo ua aciount ot· tu alneaa trs.risac ted in the Tri ni t wat rahed , 

1 t 1a 1afe to aay that t hla ia , indeed , the he r t of the i;reo.t Stnte of 

1'•xas . l'he benefita of river navi e r.t ion to this regior.are , thftrefore , 

rftad i ly apparent . 

17 ol4s ~le Tr ade ,"~ A anao , l94l - ln42 , pp . 261- 253 . 

18 77th Congr1t1B , l s.,ui,:,n , Houen Dooum-,nt, llo . 403 , p . ~ . 

19 Ibid ., P• 58 . 



CHA.PrE.R II 

£AF.LY o ~ons TO _; AVIGATE fflf, TkISITY hIVElt 

Ever sir:.o"' the d&ye whft:, tr,e Indians padr'led sl lent cl\!lo,.11 btth .... "'n 

itn ~rJcs , th,. Trinity i?h"'r ~:o.a playod ru: important part 1n the ll••e s 

trav~rsed by that 11trea~, runt•rs and 11~tt l.,rs floaterl thft1r crude toate 

on its •~tere &nd ever. R~&~bonta occr.s 1n~Rlly ~nflltrated n! far as the 

frontl.,.r town of ~llne . 

~o rf1 , an early explorer, cavo a vivid d"scr1pt1on of the 1'rlnlty 

~iver , ar.d ws1 th" first to epfllalc: of the po11e1b1lit1e11 of nnv1~at1ng 

~hat ctr"la.:.1 . ITe eald , 1 

!>'le rivfllr of th,_, Hol· rr1n1t"/ has its aourco to the 
north1uu1t , atov"' the Pueblo of San Theodoro of the Taovayases 
( whose land 1 t wat•r•) . It rh--s in thr"fll apr1nls whioh cone 
to~ether in a l arce bed that peM11ta 1t to receive the num,.r
ous cr-.ttk:e that "nri oh it . Ita 'totto:u 111 :'!fl. de up , in llfllVArll l 
places , of flint stone• or little ...,ebblee . It l e n vigab le 
th~ i reater part of its couree , which 1• one h\Dldred a.n d fifty 
leagues to the sea , where lt ptles to the eaat . It 111 eub
jei::t to fr-.q•Jont and tArrlflo f loo dr. ciurinr; thit rat ny 1lea1rnn 
or the ~eltinf; of the en011'. It le not diff icult to avoid thei r 
i::or.e.,quenol-,s b:, 11.,l.,c~ln~ a hlg;h I,, ll\c" along 1te b,,rks, hut 
the indolence or the s~ tt l"r• ot Fucarell was re1 po~sib le for 
their beln.~ eurr,r1a"d by a flood that deotroy"d thei r wr ... tohed 
huts . The bar at the mouth of th~ river , wh~l'f' i t enters the 
11~a , though it doAe not off~ r ~ac ll ' ti~s for A ~ood port , p~r
m1te the "ntrance of two aftted ah1pa . 

Although the Spaniard• spoke of the poe Pibilitiea of navi l &t1ng 

the Trinity, they tnade rio attenpta to uae the etr,,.am f o r that purpose. 

l Fray Juan ~ort1 , R1etory of Texa1, 1673-1779, c . e . Caotaneda , 
ld1tor , PP• 73•74. 



In fact , throu~hout the history or Spanish ,.ffort in Tex111.a , the Trinity 

River utrved aa a barrler to ttwtir pro~rAe!': . Th111 "x~l"'ience of ll rquh 

Sru: Mir;uel de A~uayo ehowe this clearly. 

In July , 1721 , AV.Jayo and hie ~en , who had been sent from Mexico 

into F.aat Texas to 1tr9r~thAn the mie,:ioP~ ~r t~~t provincP , rAached 

the Trinity 1-dver , which, evid~ntly, wa, ~Aarinr, fl0od etar,e . I t took 

th9".!1 elxteen day, to croer the strPa.m . The actual croeeinr, mi.a ac 

co~pllshed by ~el\lle of a canoA which th e miesionari111e had constructed 

in their retreat in 1719, and hidden in a creek near by . 

According tn the ac oount r,iven by ~lor fl , Aguayo at f irs t aeked the 

Indian11 to conatruot fl raft of dry wood and canAe . ThlR effort provBd 

fruitlA~,: . Another MlJCh hA11vi"'r boat ""l!I built by the eoldie ra, but i t 

prov"' r! too a1rlcYard to m1rna ,"'.e an-1 waft al110 rl i11<'arded . Then b111gan a 

search for th111 c&noe whic h 1111.~t~d two rlaye . 11h111n it was finally found 

t1"t'l'11tr11.l te~-n• of ox"'n anii P cRrpen+Alr 1Fi th fl ~ro 11p of "'lfln wnre went to 

ii;e t it . Afu,r four day, of hard labor , the old ce.r,ol'I wae brou!'.;ht to 

the ca"'.lp , and m.,n and bag;,:a :e -r.-,r"' taken safely owir the river . 2 

9 

ThA Spar.iarda ""'r"' 11l ·~0Rt 111ntirely i!'.'.norant of th11t g ogrl\phy of the 

low-.r Tr1n1 ty and thit 11d,jaoent c0untry until 1746 . Thn author! tilll!I 

""'r"' atlrred to action by" l"' tl.,r written in 1745 by Don JoRquin de 

Orob1o Bazt4rr~ , captain of th~ preai dio of ~ahi• del F.ap1rltu Santo , 

t~llinr, of r~ported Frenoh activity on the lower Trinity Rlv~r. 

The vloeroy ordered Captain Orobio t.o make an lnveetlgatlon of 

r re nch act! Tl ty . After 11-.vera l attempts t.o get 1 nto the lower Tl'inl ty 

2 Ibid ., P• 203 . 



region had ?"f'ls •1 ltad 1n failunt , Orobio decidod to talc-. th Adaes road 

f ro~ Goliad to the cross ing of the Trinity , a hund.r"d nilos or n oro 

a~oTe the ~uth, and d~eo .nd t o thft oonet from that point. M1cuel 

n11var~s was aent o investicatf'I the poseib111t1~e of the propo aed ox

pedition by we.h r and r-Fort-,~ that tl:.r rivf!r .,-o.e obstructflld and that 

11•Jitabl1t boats cou l d :iot te h: !t . 3 

10 

Orob1o ehanie~ ~le p l ans nnd cor.tirue d h is ex rl it lon i n to thf' lower 

'!'rin1ty re gior t>y land , ,ml"r,a h"! ..-Re ir.fomed b:,- tho r.a t 1vne that '1lf'ln 

fron n~ar the ~1as1e~1 pp ?1~,.r had b~ffl' co~ing to trade with them fo r 

the pAat t11x Y""ara . Sc:ne of thlle o :non had co::ie by land , bu t ~1ai:y others 

h&d coott in s::iall craft t:r way of the Tr1r,1 ty Rh·er . 

I n Sept-.iber , 1772 , the~ Spanish pr~a1rl1o s and the four Ea at 

Texn e !11at!1onfl rt111 in np"!:-ation 1'~re ordored d1acontinu4'1d by the 

~par.1eh r,overnmM"t, e.cd th~ 11f'ttl e ra re:noved to tAn Ar:toaio . Tt,e ovu

lat ion about ~da"• ,..... oontent in the i r ho~ea an d did not ~1 h to ~ove . 

Antonio Oil narbo, their leader , obtainAd pnrm1 u tor. fron the 

Sp1111 1e h author1t\f'le to ~,t~bli sh o a~ttlement on the right banlc of the 

Trin1t-,: P1.,er . ~ e p lac-. h"l• b-,-,n 1d4'1nt!.'!'1-,d with t~.e cro s s1n~ !mown 

1\8 Pobl-•1n 11 P .. rry , n11tar i;hn old town of Ha~rlolph , i n !.fod\11on Co ,mty, and 

YrlUJ lr-nown to U"°' Spar hh ''-'' P1rA.rnl1 . 4 

Th-, r•aeona r,1 ven by ~nron tie R1~r'1a , t ~.on cov,u-r.or of T~~as , for 

the lo~atton of th-. n~w 1rttlw.nent ._r., npparent l y una~lf1ah . Othnr 

people ~a1nta1ned that the aeleot1on Ml& deterMined lrJ the p-,raonal 

3 Herbert Euie ne bolton , Texas 1n ~ IHdd l e E1ghtHnth Cfllnt\1ry , 
l-'P • 327-329 . 

4 ~ •• P• 406 . 
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inter.-sta of' t~e govttrnor and Gil Ybarbo in the F'renoh and Indian trade . 

Don I!ugo Oconor , inspect.Or oo~andante , re r orted that t he settl&.nent had 

been loca t1td in a ~l ace that wou ld enable thA l ~ade ra to 9n~ace i n i l

licit trade , since the l'rinity hi ver wou l d facilitate navl batioo to 

Opeluans ar.d the nPighborhood of N~w Or leans . Both Yb&rbo a.nd hiperda 

had b1t 0 n accused of te.king art in a rich ille r- a l t r ade with th4 French 

before leaving the N8 cogdoches region . 5 

Fre:.ch pru Pu re on the Spa:1hh Y,1ls rfr.lovt-d at the olo 11 e of t he 

French &.nd Ir.di an ·,;,-r , ar,d S anish acti v1 titta ir. the Aas t11m part of 

1'ex11!I --ieclir:ed for the next fmrr dftoHdes . In 1821 the Anr, lo• Amttrioan 

colon1%ation of r ...... ss bftga.n a."1c •.hes i, ne-w-co:nera , who throur;h SAtt lement 

and revo lu ti on took f OS etts aion of Texns , be i an to deve l op trnne~or tation 

! ac111ties . 

The fi r st stea:nboat to nnvicate the Trinity rt iv..r for the purpose 

of trade waa the Scioto~. wh i ch mede hr initi a l trip i n 1836 . 

Another boat, the Correro , arrived in Ga lveston on Apr i l 18 , 1839 , and 

ref or~ed that oavi hatio n •a• eaay as fe.r as Ca r olina Lan ding , in preaent 

h llcer Couaty. 

According to one statement , a steamboat , the Branch.!• Archer, 

navi~ated the Tr inity to a di stance of three hundred and fifty m1 1Aa . 

'That trip waa mad1t aomet i ne prior to May 28, 1838, and under the :nost 

unfavorable oircumatancA1 . C1ti%Ana liv1nt nl ong the Trinity kiver 

agrA4d to dona te certain propArty and varying amounts of money to t he 

owner of the vea i:el , provided he w,.,uld ne;r,.,, to make regular tripe from 

6 Ibid ., PP • 41 0- 417 . 
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Galvrston as far as the town of Cinc1rl!lati . The ownnrs of tt:e Bratoh 

T. her. John E. .oes ar.d , lat~r , .. 'ohn Ruffnuul , "-rrf" t o endaa~o r to ---
re-.ove 1111 obr:truot1one to na r,aticn as soon as suf:1.c1 fmt e ncoura ge 

::ier:t wu give n by the f'.'OV.,rr.mer:t and the oi the ne of t he Tr in ity recion. 6 

Ir '1aroh ot 1840 . Ro,,-"'ll, 'l.fly,,,re and Co::ipany dhvatchfld the r;tea~er 

Tr1nl y to Alabr.a tr. :111-,s !' Outbffltt of the pr i, unt town of Crock .. t • 

In P.~ue+-.on Coun y . ~ .1.s toat rfl':.urned a few week11 later and 1 t 'Ml& re

rort d "th1.t r.nvi_:lltlor: "'"" ,p· lr,terrupt d Md that the t-09.t could have 

,: n., .,,;ch fa.rth"'r 1r 1+: b,d l:,0 -,r. so nes1red ." Tt,., Trinity ,,ade anot h•r 

!Ht , but Y:&s c•u!. t o~ a ,t:oal a'tove A.lata-,a and 

coulc! r-ot C t orr for !•V,.rrl -:io~th s. 

trade 1n l':!40 . '!°t'.l're 1 s , }-,olN9ver • no reco::-d of t:ow far u the river s he 

Accnrdtr:g to rer,orte '"Vld"' lrJ th., cnpta1na and er"~" of thee., ah pa , 

ther~ -n.e 17-,at ar.tivity 1n th., uppnr Trinity fdvor country. ~~tt l e 

ment ,rr.e rapid . "nri e,om,. r,f'l1r;hborhoode "~r" beoor.t1ng rAth-.r drnaoly 

fann re who r,lnnr..,~ to d~vnlnp rotton p l antations . 

l'p to 1840 the Ff!Ople of the lo•:nr Trinity 11·111re g1v1n~ little 

att,er.tlnn to DAVi[ation on th-. Ufl?T re11.chee of th,- 1·1vi,r. In 184 1, 

John ,,., .. 1:, Bryar. bu1 lt e. cab in on the bar.ks of tr,• Trinity and fo r me d 

C Cocunent 1n yrlvate ooll,.ct1on of J. L. Cl ar k , Runtftvi lle, Texa1 . 

7 S . H. Ache s on and Wa:,'Tle Gard , " Tr1n1 ty Nav1 r;at1on ~l ovmnen t R,.aohee 
Ita Peak . " The Dullaa ?:frNe , October l , 1935 , pn r t 7 , P• 3 . 
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the u"cleue of the present cit of Dal as . At that t e tho oeare t 

nu·i;able point to this aettl ent was Jeff-,rson in ::.11t 1'ex.a11 , or; a 

tribu-=ary of thfi R11d River , wlu.oh -.u at-out 170 ,:11les a-,.a,y . It re

qulr"'d n"l!ll"ly two :rionth.11 to tran11p0rt goods trocn Jttffereon to r: las by 

wa on train , nnl 11 "2tCh lon r ti,e fro Gal ·.eston. It ...-an quite natur al 

+;hat ';he citlte :.s living around :le.Hae st:ould begin to think of d1n·-. lop

tnc ';he navir;atior. of thn Trlr. it in ordor to solv-, thoir transport t.on 

~ 
,:roblw:i . 

So::i-,ti:ie prlor to 1842 , 11 otea.uer , t},e Ellen Frank lin , returned to 

Galveston , after having :un.d4' n sucoeel!ful vo:1age up the Trin1 t:,r for o. 

dh tance of !'our or five hundred ::11 les . The reoo rd s are inooci li,te, 

~ut it is poss1blo that the ~llnn franklin passed the site ot th p re sent 

city o f :.illa• • Cap air. FraJ~lin ,. the own,,r oft.he E~.ip , re"orted that 

the navi~at1on of tt,. Trlnit· v,a11 ,.,rfectl praotioab l e to within a 

cii etanoe of aLout sixt · or an..,.,r.ty :::ii l ee of tho Red itiYer . 

The voyace of <::a;,tain Frank lin wu ma de about the time t.he.t the 

upp•n part of tha ':'rtn1 t rf'gior , alov111 the o1 ty of Dt,l le.a , M lB E,rantad 

to a grour,, of .A.cleric an and uigl 1sh opooulatoru . .hr.otl•er- oo:npo.r.y of 

Engl111t. owr.nreh1J> v.as aleo 1r..toreeted in tl:e oolcnhation ::iovr.o,,r.t . A 

lrir e;e nu.11 r of ef'ttlAre had te"'n 1IJtroduo~d, And th• eche,nn had r e• 

eul~d in a r;r111ater develoµnent of the :·egion . Tht, intentiOtl of these 

cornpanina "ti.• to uee irc,n Rtftn.11,,.ra with light dnlUght 1n the nav1 rat1o n 

of the Trlnity . D 

fl i. . H. Brown , Tr1ni ty ~ C'. ,nt1 lhation , PP • 37-38 . 

9 :.lrs . Houatoun , Texas ~.!.!!!.~ of 14ex1oo , P• 185 . 



In 1847 F,rHrson and Lufkin , ._ l ,eeton merohanta , built th,. Thorus 

F. ~cKinney to furthe r devel r p the oo:n.::ieroe of the Trinity River rA gion . 

nits boat •aa conetruotflld in r.alveeton at a oott of $25,000 . ShP ma de 

sfllveral trips up an <l down the river , and on one of them her oargo in

cluded 1,000 bales of cotton, sooie dAer akine , and a few Indian Acalps . 

~ u:ieraon and Lufkin enterprise did not proTI> auoonseful , and was 

later givec up . lo 

In the l850'a steamboats oc casionally ascended the Trinity ~iver 

for u1veral hundred mi lea . Due to rapid currents , watfllrs of shallow 

depth , and other dangers attending river navigation , these adventures 

were rot altogether profitable . Nevertheles s, for a num~er of years 

1 1.Jch river 1,,0rts a.a Se baa topo 1, in Trinity County , Swartwout in San 

Jacinto County , and Cincir.nati in Walkfllr County_w~re thriving to11111s . 

One of the difflcultie• of river nav1r,at \on waa enoountered by the 

captain ot a boat from Ga lveston in 1861 or 1852 on a trip up the Trinity . 

Toe journey was made with comparative ease aa fa.r a11 Cinoir. ,:ati . At 

that po int it was diacoven,d that the flood waters wh1oh had aided 

navtration wAre b"ing auppli"d by the Bedias Creek from more or l ess 

local rains . The boat na forced to tie up at Cinoinr,11ti , where , ao

cording to an account of one of the pas i engers bound for Palestine , the 

captain gave hie pasaengera Md crew a Chri s t.mas dinner of barbecued 

squirrels talren from the nearby forests . The journey w~s de l ayed two 

wenka . Some of the peop le aboard Wt'lnt to Huntavi lle, fourteen mi l fts 

10 s . H. Acheson and Wayne Gard , 2£• Git . 
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away , and to other co:n. .unitiee,to await a "rise'' in the riva r . 11 

In 1854 the ~ary Clifton , wt.i ch was l arge enough to carry 2f>6 ba l.-s 

of cotton , 2ade sev., r al trip s up and down the river. This boat , on 

account of h-. r site, h11.d to ll"ait on seve r a l oo cas ious fo r :nore wat,. r . 

the l illia::1 R. Douglaa , and the ~ .. 11e of T"xa. s whi oh exper l e noed l it• le 

difrioulty. 

Between 1870 and 1880 the volu::i"I of the Tr i nity Ri v,.r trade grew 

raf ldly. A report in Tha Galv"lston Da ily Nsws , ~arch 5, 1870, showa t he 

nature o f this tn.de . 12 

A citlten of i:allu , j ust r,.turned f r om a jour ney 
through the Trinity Vall"Y Comitiee , lnfor:ns us that the re 
le sti ll a lnr~e Jount of cotton in that val ley waiting 
for shipment to this city , but that th ere 11 now r.o pr oap~ct 
of a rise . 

'The decl1ne in pric"ls , however , 11nd the continued low 
stage of wntflr in the Tri n ity hive r wi ll cau&ff the co t ton 
on the pl antations to co:-ie forward slo ly , and a dul l season 
a.ft"lr tr.le ~or.th is anticit-ated by :nar~y . la r ge _j:,ortlon 
of the cotton to co:n11 forward 11 on the Tr inity I<l Vftr and 
forar,e f or tenme ls scarc,. and hi gh , causing r atf!s f or hau l 
ing to the de_j:,ote to ru l e "xhorbitant ly high , so tha t a l a rge 
portion of the cotton wtl l have to wait a turn in pr ic"s , or 
a epring rhe in the r1 Vft r. 

The ae fo r ebodinr,1 were of sho r t du rat ion , however , for acco r di ng 

to a com.~ercia l etatenent in the &Mle r-epe r of March 25 , 1870 , this 

situation had evidnnt ly chan~d by that ti:ne , as tlfo h"avi l y l aden steL~er s 

had 1 .. rt f or the Trini t y and s.nothiar cou l d h11V11 been fi lled wi t h goods 

11 Incident: relauid by Ha.ndol ph Clark: who, as a boy of ftight ynara , 
was en route wit h his fath"l r , J . A. Cl ar k , and othe r ~e~bers of 
the f a::ii ly f roo Ga l v-.ston to l-'a l -,st i ne . The Cl er ks cont ir1 ue d the 
journey to ~a l nstine over l and afte r a sojo~rn of severa l weeks 
in H1mtavi lle . 

12 "Trinity hl.ve r News", The Ga lveston Dai ly ~ • Marc h 3 , 1870, P• 8 . 
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at once . 

In tho aa.oe month the steam-!.'r Icia iie,.s ¥·as loading at Brookfie ld 's 

Elu!'f i r. :eoueton Countv . Cafta.ln StuHlefleld was shot w!-.ile at this 

i:-·lace and the ship left on the twenty- fourth under the ccn-.1and of Captain 

John T. Saith. There wrre at that time seven 11te am.ers ar.d twenty "f l ats" 

on the Trlnit .Fdver , cape.b le of taking out bet.-.-en 7 , 000 and 8 , 000 

tales of cotton . The stea~~ra included , besides the Idn heea , the 

Justice , the E.arly Bird, the Uollie Hainbleton , the Cleona, the Black 

~ , and tt,.e Indian . 

Y. a.ny of the boa te whioh b rought cotton a. nd other produce to Ga lveston 

curing the poriod of ~~gh water unloaded at Kuhn ' s ~nnrf . In l at~r years 

soT-e of the ete~~ers broucht na ~any ae 1, 000 or 1, 200 bales of cotton , 

and with the cotton c&Cle the planters end their fa~lli~s to s~• the ci t y , 

buy 8tJf.Iil1-,a , or E"t t le their accounts wi th local merohante . 

At lenat a we~k waa r~quired to ~alee a return trip up the Tri ni ty 

to lilai;nol1a , a ntt li,ment in thl'I vioini t:r of the i.reunt oi ty of Pn l eetine , 

where the flat-toats were ~et and cargoes 11xohanged . In ord.,r to :nake as 

::iany tri.,s aa pouibl" during the 1t.ort season that the boats cou l d oper

ate , each craft had two crAwa ao that they cou l d navigate day and night . 

The voya~e down atrelll!l ~•• ~ore danceroua than going up the river because 

of the !!lany sand bare and sne.ce -,,hloh loadnd boa.ta irncountered . Food 

enroutft wa1 eometim-.a difficult , but ke~ping fresh meat for the tab le 

..-11.s no prob l "".!1 , ue 'lll'ilrl r:a,,,i ?:aa pl enti1',1l all a l ong the rivBr . A go od 

13 
shot co uld lce"p the crew "'"11 supplied ,rtth mo rA than i t cou l d fll&t . 

1:5 " '1alveaton Foo c l Point for Etate 11 Antn - Bellum Transpor tation System ," 
The Ga l vAeton flews , April 11, 1942 , e,iction l , PP• 18-19. 



17 

To this point attention hoe beAn direct d ohie f ly to the ear l y 

a~tivities of the Spani1h ~~d thfl Anglo - Allln rioane to util i ze the 

Trinity River for cor.o.,rclal purpo11A1 . It ae not until 1833, howe-ver , 

tha the fir11t l~w in rP ~ard to the navicatior of tt--~11 11trea~ was 

pass~d . 'nlat ~~a a ~exicLn low, enacted durin~ the days ~hen Texas 

lfflS jo in.,d to the Mexican 11tatn of roahuila . By ita ter.ns the Congress 

of the State of Coahui la-T,,.xna gr anted to Francisco ~ladero the ex-

c l1111i v-e privile~ of introduoinr v"'srt1le pro~lled by stnan or t-- orse-

1-o~r , sails or o 1 , Ufon the Trinity Rive r . Thia µ-ivilege 'Y:a 1 to 

exte~d for a p~rio d of eighteen yenrs provided Wa d.,ro made the river 

naviiable at his own expe~se . 

The boat, u1ed by Madero on the Trinity ""'r" to be exenpt fro :n a ll 

new taxes that :night be paas,,.d , but he was r~quir d to pay all taxPI 

that wer,, due at the time the decren w .. nt into effeot . It was a lso 

stipulated that if the empree11ario , or his repreaentativ"'s , did not 

tegin the na~i 6ation of the river within three ynar1 f r om the date of 

14 the law ' s enactment , ~., was to forfnit all rights ~ranted by the l aw . 

~adero di d nothing toward navi~atin~ the Trinity ; ther.,fore, no 

tan~ible good re1ulted from this decree . 

The M.r1t survey of the Tr1r.ity River for the p1Jr pos11 of passenger 

trave l was in the spring of 1843 . Colonel Jaoob Elliott with a amall 

co".'lp&1 ,:,, of :nen inspected the course of the Trinity to debr.:1 i m1 whether 

it could be navigated by ste&~bo qts ahove Magnolia . Colonel Elliott 

rnade a triv fror:i Thr-,,, f orks to '4 agnn l1 a in fiv e days , traveling in a 

14 N. H. P. Gamr.1e l, The Le.we!!!_, Texas , vol . I , P • 209 . 



"' c&r:O-" dug out of a l ,u-ee oot .. ..onwoocl tree . He re orted thf\t if t1'0 or 

thre• ir:nal l "rafta" ar.d a few 1 .. n~ing t~o~s w-re re~oved , steamboat~ 

cou ld aao .. nd with lit t le difficult to a distance of thre'!I htmdred 

o1 14s aboYe ~agnolia . 

Co lonel Elliott •as con"lect,.d with th-. colonir:ati on novem4nts or. 

18 

the upper Trinity . Accordin to re porte , he intended to return to New 

Yorlc and r8CO".lller.d that •.he colonists who wen, preparing t o 8!lligra t e to 

th,. &4ttl fl?ltn 1n th4 CroP ! Ti~bers of !:&at Texas go by way of Gal -

v .. aton and a eoend th,. Trinity in ste ll!:lboats . The or iginal f l an had 

be-,r. to r,o by way of thfl fi4d R1 v-,r . 

So~• 4fforta to olea~ the Tr inity River n4ar Dil. llas W"l r,. ~ ade i n 

J'Wle , 1843 . Colone l John •:e.,ly Rryan and othflra had e"'t fire to the 

~a1 "raft" w+ich obstruct-.d navi~ation , in the hopes that it coul d be 

reducttd by f1rtt 110 that Uie :i.-xt rains wn11 l d r011tnov111 it . If th is cou l d 

be acco~pliehed , the river 1Muld he open to navir,Btion ton point above 

I:allaa , they r011tas rm1td , as a lRrle portion of the cnn ller rnfts had 

already be"n r ovnd by rls1ni watAtre . 

r,a l v1tston and Houaton •"re both int-,r~atfld tn sAcur ing the t r ade 

of the oo l oni s t:1 at,ove th'!I old !:nn Antonio r oad, w!-.i oh c r o1111 ,.d the 

Trinity at Robbins F~rry. A l arge shar e of th i a trade wa e go i ng to St . 

Louis by an overland routl'I , and to . ew Orl ean by w y of the R9 d }~ver . 

Ga lv .. ston and Houston advocated the 1mprov ont of t hfl Trinit and the 

open1ni of a road f r om Thr4e Forlca t o Fort Tioueton (Pa l estine ) to car ry 

on thA trade whon the wat .. r s of the Trini ty w•rl'I too low to nllow navi 

~at1on a v• that point . Mar,nol1a v,n a the heod of n vi t 1on in l843 . 
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This 0002.~unity whloh onoe gavfl promise of beoo~ing a thriving port , like 

2acy other towns a lon~ the rivnr , jo i ned the ho s t of ghost towns of 

Texas when navi ga t ion proved h prao t icable . 

Since the y had no econo:nlcal ~ ~an s for transporting their co tton 

or wheat to market , the people of De llos continued their 1nter• 11 t in 

de"l"elo,.i i ng the navi t;ati on of th111 Tr in ity . In 18-49 , they sent John ?lee ly 

Bryan , John M. Crocket t , &n d the R~verend J~~es A. s~ith to a convention 

wh1oh ~as held at Huntsvi l le . The purpose of this conventi on w~s to de 

vise W!iYII and ~eans of furth~ ring the impro vement of t he navi gation of 

the Trinity . No 1~raediate benefits r Asult ed f rom this convention , how-

111ver , oth~r t hon t o ati~ulate the a g i t a tion of th~ pro ject . 

In the spring of 1851 Ja::iA e A. Smith And his asaooia tes pl anted 
. 

the first cotton r e•d i n r-11a s County , and the followin g fa ll Mr . &11th 

built a iin . At this t1~e ox teams and wa~ons oont inund to be the princ i 

pa l ~•ans of i e t t inr; produc-, tn the r11 ar lcttts . The journey t o Jeffe r11 0,1 , 

Houato r. , Ga l ve ston , o r San Antoni o by such m•ans WAS slow and expensive . 

The Mte r pri ting c itizens of ~ llas County beonme ~ore detemin~d to 

convey their cotton to Ga l veston by way of the Tr inity hi'Vftr . 

The f irst attempt by Ce. ll a s citiz.,ns to use th., Trinity k1ver for 

oo:lll'l"'rcial purpo ses came in l8b2 , wh~n James A. S~ith cons t r ucted a 

f lat boat to carr y h is cot t on downotrAam . The boat 'Ml.II made by sawing 

e-;unwal.,11 out of oot t onwood t r eos w1 th a wt'. i psaw. This or ft had no 

engine but was propel led bJ oars and poles . 

The boat was named the Co llKs , a nd on Ma rch 2, 1852 , with A. C. 

Hau jht as cap~ain , this crude ves sel weighed anchor bound for Porter 's 
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Bluff in Navarro County , noar Corsic!UlA . Her cargo consisted of twenty

two bales or cotton , scxn1> cow h id-,s !Ul d sorae buf falo hidfle . Four :aont ha 

after h111r de a rture ahe rivea at h>rter 'a d l u f wh11re ah ,rna oo:n-

pell-.d to tie up , since th111 r iv.,rwu! ~t ·,ing t oo low to roc11111d f arth111r. 

The cargo had to b 111 unloaded and transported the re ainder of the journey 

by wn ona . In l ater eff orts to ~alee uafl of th C.llaa the crart ptruok 

a anag and waa aunk . 'i'he initia l aucce r a of th1.a adventure , r ~v"r , 

spur ·tt d the ?'ople on he u er Trinity to r: reator 111ffort . '!'he -,,cp,rienoe 

of the ~llas aee-.e d to p rove that b y clearinc the riVflr of snar,a and 

15 
ot r oba tructiona , it coul d e ueil be made navi g b l e . 

Previ ous to tt.111 period efforts had !:;een . ade fro ::i ti:ne to ti:-ie to 

interest the federal g>vernment in proj"lota on the Trinity H1v-,r . It waa 

not until 1852 , ~. ow111v-,r , that Congrea e beca:ne • uffioientl interAsted 

to '.!lake a: : a proprlati or. o f three houso.nd do lla rs for 11 su rvey of the 

Trinity to detnr::iine the f e~3i b1. li t ; o f . akin t it nnVi [ nble . 

Toe f1rat exC1inatio n b t o '1 l'trn:nen t eogin,,..,r, was rude under the 

d ire cti on of Lieuuman t H. c. \',hi ting. In hi a re ort to Jefferson 1-via , 

Secrt1t t ary of ta r during the a <kl inistraticm of l ru.nklin Piere" , Y,hi ting 

sai d • hat thfl Trinity River waa the dttet1eat and lfta.at otatruot11d r i v1tr 

i n Tfllxaa . I{,. alao reported that thrne su.amboAta wo,r .. , at tha t time , 

returnir:g from a !-Oint a1Jo .. e Lal laa , and that during high .,,11.t fll r uriviga

tion waa ffllaai b l1t for a l. out six hundr ed mi lefl al•o '-' ft the mouth of th9 

ri vor . A<::c or ding t o the rt1t_iJort , the pfllri c, d of ltith ~lltf9r laeted for 

16 E. II . Brow:1 , Trinity 1<1ver C, nalhaticn , i; . 35 . 



about six ~onth11 ~•ch year, • ~d the rlvAr had be•n known to re~ain at 

U .ie sta~" for Aigh ""r. oor.sncutive "'"'htha. 16 

~n thou gh thi, rer-0r t "r:nl' fa...,.0!"11.~ lA, 1,0 fu rther acti on wu1 t9Jc.,.n 

by Con~N'lu . 
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It l 85Q the Tnxas Locls l ~tur~ took a hanrl in thA t,prov~•nt of the 

Tri nity RivAr. I n Augu st of that yqnr a l ft~ ,mg pns s•d nppropr1At1nr, 

4300, 000 for the 1~prov«:1ont of navi cable rivAr s , lak~s, Md bays . 

au hso rlptlon to aid in such 1~provflr."l~nt11 . A contract to renovA the bar 

at the raouth of tho ~r1 r.1ti, at n coet of t l 5,l 20 , ~As t iven by the State 

to D. Pradbury in Ap ril , 1857 . !hA ti"'\e tor the ooci~ leti~n of t hi s wor k 

17 
was •xtqndttd by a s ubae ,;uent act pas r •d in 18&8 . 

In 1868 th4 waters of th• Trinity rose ton higher l eve l than usua l, 

and i nf luAnon d the Texas Le ~i s l ~ture to chartAr i n th11.t yAar thA Tr inity 

R1v-,r f lack r'lter Navigation Co,pa:zy- . Thie co1npany wlls autt-ori&f'd to 

have cn~itel s tock of or.e ~illion dollars , with the privil•~• of in

cr•& aing i t to two mi ll ior. dol l ars if lt lifts deemeo nAoe ~s Rry. 

Thfl '!'r i ni t y ~~her ~lack Tioter Co"'\pa ny -,,ne e-npolfflr"lrl t:o "'t1tabl1ah 

p-,r::iarient dai l y navica.tlon by ~•'lna of looks and daris to an:,• point bt11-

1;w.,.,n Lib~rty acd I:Al lns . For ea~h Mi l "' of rivAr ma de na i gab le the 

sta te was t:o dorw te f ou r e"lot lnn ti of land, and r A!lnrvd the right to 

collect tol ls from paesir.g v.,11,:,ih . If c"rtain l ooks and dam e w Ar& not 

16 &4th Congr ,,nn , Heulnt;• ~ ~ Subje ct of thfl I mprovf'lff\ent of 'l'rini ty 
hiver , Texaa , P• 6. 

17 H. n. P. Oa:nnel , The ~ of Texu , vo l . I\i , PP • 46- 47 . 



18 
bui l t within thr•~ years the ohart,lr -as tc te fo rfei ted . 

Toe 11.tte:i t of tUs oo a n to ~k:e th,. ·rrinl t V'lr navigab le 

w ... , toredoo :::u,d to fa1lurfl l; .. the ri&o of r ilroad competition . The 

P.ousto n anc! Texua Con tral Lai lroad Co.npany began to n.xtend 1 ta lines 
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fro.A Sryan toward lAllas , 8!1d the IHssouri Kanaus and Texas l~ailroad 

Co~pan also 'began tc, buil d through Nor th T~xas . Al though the3o lin~a 

did i.ot r,aoh I:ella11 until about 1872 , the extene1oua c aused the spon sors 

of the Tri.nit' :uver Slao:C ;~tt.ter Co::ipany to g l ,.,., up the projttot be for e 

an;rt' lr.b wu c!one. 

7he people of Dllll l ~• n~Vf>r cAaaAd their ~rtorta to induoe a boat 

t o ccno froo 'lalv1t s ton to :::.U. ll11a , and thus ds'UOnst r ate the praotioa

bil~ t-/ of navigating thA rivor . Thei r efforte wnrn rewurded in 1860 

when Ca tair, J . U. McGarve· of the ~ ~ Ho • .!_ undertook: the voyage . 

Thi a boat which waa SC A 20 f~ nt of tnnt - six t one capacity, l anded 

i n Dallae sometime in Uay, l8CO , and Ca tain McGa rvey Wil li paid five 

hundred dollar s for his troubli, . 

7he auoceaaful vo;rage 01' the J ob ~ ~ • ,! ~a l ooked upon ae in

di aputaL le proof ~hat thc-J Trinity co u ld be llllV1 £ated . ).l e i,tinr;a WAN 

htt ld, rtt11olut1ons adovtttd , a n d ull the !JftOIJlO living alon5 the river 

were invited to aoai 11t in ~stablish1ng a regular line o f steu.:uboata . 19 

lU th the '!lOue y rahed b;,· contributions made by bu 11i r,eaa :nen aud 

c1tiz~n11 , a ate&.'111,oat named the Snllie Haynfllt wa a con11truoted 111 Dal l a,, 

18 Ibid ., vol. V, P • 162. 

19 John H. Cochran , Z:.. 111111 Count-/ , PP • 123-125 . 



and on Deoeobftr 17 , 1868 , it was l au~oh~d . Thia boat , 87 x 20 feftt , 

was n~-:ied i n honor of th e daughter of • J . W. Haynes , a pro. in.mt 

~erchant and real fl • tate own"'r of Do lla s. t arly in 1869 thft SRll i e 

Paynes started her f irs t trip to r,a l ~e ston and on April l A, reached 

Sfivey ' s Ferry near Trinidad . lle re she wa s met by the Ear ly Ilird 
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which wa1 oo:iing up1trea.:ll frO':l Ga l veston . As the ri ver was too narrow 

for the s hip• to pass each oth~r, they exchanged cnr~oes . The Sal lie 

P.a:{Ile l j&de several tripe betwe.,~ Dal l as and Uagno lia befo re she s t ruck 

a snar, and • ank four miles Lelow Le l l aa . 20 

By 187 2 Cong r e a , wa• induced to a pro~riate ~3 , 500 f or a survey 

of the Trin ity f r o~ its ~outh to Magnolia , a distanoe of 320 ~i lea . 

As a result of a survey ordered in 1872, the improvenutnt of the river 

wa1 limiu.d to that por tinn l ying between Lib~rty nnd the ~out h of the 

river , a dhtanc-, of thi r ty- nine mi les . The i111p rov8lll-mt consisted of 
I 

th., re:T10va l of snaga and thfl dredging of a channe l 80 feet wide by 6 

fe,.t deep across the 'llr,1J th . The utinated cos t was $21, 581 . 

'The first a tt~~pt to secure a f ederal appropriation f or t he widen

i ng , de.,peni ng , and cleari r.c of the chan: el was mad"' by the Pftop le of 

Dal las in 188 1. A ~re At pub lic meoting wae he ld and a1,pr oximately 

t 7 , 500 wae 1ubs c ribed for the f ormat i0n of a local company to promote 

the navi~ation of tho Trini ty Hi ve r . Cha rles N. Eley , a 0alveston man, 

informed the meeting that he repr-,eeuted thirty-five ste amboats which 

had oper ated on th low"'r part of t he Trinity betwenn 1865 And 1872 . 

20 Ibid ., PP • 123-126 . 
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~e cititens of i:allas continued their eff orts durin~ the next 

few years and in July , 189 1, the Trin ity · ver Navi ~atio~ Com~an was 

org&r:ited for the purpos~ of bringinc nbout the navi gation of the river 

through federal ageistance . Their intentions 'W'!lr111 to build dame , con

struot locks , a.nd re~OV9 snag• and "rafts" from the river . 

Although the Rivers and Harto re Act of June 10 , 1872, authorited 

a survey of the Trinity kiv•r , it was r ot until January 26 , 1891 , that 

a report was eubn l tted by Ma:or Charles J . Allen, an ar. y engineer , 

which wae unfavo rable to the i mprovffl!lent of the river at ferleral ex

pense . In a re ort of hie survey Uajor Allen stated that in 187 187 1 

the number of ste~boats •n~aged in the Trinity 1<1ver t rade was fourt~en , 

and that in 1872 the nu:nber had lnc~•ased to ~ev•nteen . The shipments 

of cot:oo which in 1870 11.-uounted to 23 , 319 bale s r.ad in 1872 bfllen re

duced to 14 , 244 bales , and it was ex~ect•d that the year of 1875 would 

show a still i reater decrease . This decrease was at ribu ted ~ostly, 

i f not 8ntirely, t r the co::iI,letion of the Internati ,)na l an d Groat 

." orthern Railroad , which croeaed the Trinity at Rivers ide , in r,o.lkor 

Cour.ty . 

Ma j or Allen stated that from al l the information he oou l ci obtain , 

it &f,pe ured that the Trinity River betw111en Llar;uo lia and LJ111. l1aa was too 

full of obstructions and thei r rfnova l too costly for the cover on nt 

to atte~pt thlt w:>rk . Thi s was also true , he said , of that part of the 

river betwe ~n Mar,no lia and the ~outh . According to hie vi ew& there was 

no busines s , present or prospective , that would warrant even the cost 



21 of further survey or examinat ion . 

In another attempt to further pr ove the fu.elbility of navi 

cating the uppnr Trlnlt , a s teamboat , the Da.ll as , was launched in 

1891 . On IA,cecber 17 that cnft co:i.p leu,d her trial trip to Dfl llna 

fro -:-. a po lnt six :rlles belo" the city , carrying most ly oord woo d. 

In Pebruary, 1892, the Tri~i ty Riv~r ~avicati on Company sent a 

party of men do-.n the river to inspect conditions . In their report 
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to the c0t1pany, it 11;u stated that the Trinity oou ld be made a navi 

~•b le str~a:i for one-half of the y~ar by the remova l of ririfts and 

cnags , and that year round nnviration cou l d be promoted by the ad• 

d1t1on of a f,n,, looks , perhaps not ~orA than fivn fort.he Antire riv~r . 

Since the federal 6overrznent had refused to gi vo aid , the Trinity 

kiver f/av1e;at1on Compan had deter:ninnd t c> do •hat they could to im

yrove r.avir;ation . By Septe:nber , 1892, a total of $62,600 had ·t.etm 

1ubaoribed by Dallas oititAna to prooote thio work. I n November , 

1892 , the O<>::lf&.nY launohed its first sna e boat in the pre~enoe of a 

oh1u1rir.g throng . 

In ~ay , 1893, tlui _!!. ~ • Harvey Jr ., a steamboat purohaaed 1n 

Men:umteau, Louhiar:a , arr1\:'ed in Da llas . The peop l e turned r ut f or 

the grAatest of all Trinity .kiv~r celebrations, and this gave new 

i j petua to the work of th~ Trln1ty River Navi cat ion Coopany . The sa le 

of atoclce in the company continued at a rema rkably r apid paoe . 

Co.-:r.iodore T, . s . 1\moan and 'fhomae Ji . Gr1ff1 th WftrA pl aced 1n 

21 6l1t CoJltrfllu r , 2 81'1U1ori , Hous1J Execut iv11 Document~, P• 1, 036 . 



ohar of the river proveaent work . The o<>Clpany authoriud them 

to ate.rt the oonetruotion of th neofts sary looks and dome immediately . 

In No her, 1895, an atteftlpt ne made to t he l p from the Texae 

Le ielature, but a ll errorte Wflre useless . 

Ate porary dam was construe ed at MoCo:n.-naa Blw'f , thirteen mi l es 

below the cit of Dallas . The lack- water caus d b this dam enab l d 

the H. A. Harvey Jr. and the snag boat to operate in the vio1n1 of 

tellu for two 19are . In 1894 the Harvey made a second trip to Dallas 

1'i thout any trouble , and the company announced that f dere.l engineers 

1Mre planning male• another ,urvey shortly. 
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C .!-!.A.Pl' ER I II 

TIIE PtRIOD m,· LCCKS A1u D S, 1899- 1921 

In February, 1899, a nivers a,d Harbors Act ~as passed by Congress 

proTiding 7 , 000 for a prel iminary survey of the Trinity ~~ver . The 

river~•• divided into four eoction• and separate eatlTiate were to be 

~ade for the improv1tnent of ffaoh section . Government en0,nqers ware 

r• qu irnd to prepare separate Astimates to determine the cost of making 

tt,is stream navi gable by the use of locks and dams to a d.,pth of fou r , 

fi~e , and six feet , respectively. 

In accordance with the provisions of the iJ. vers and Harbors Act of 

189£1 , Lieutenant Colonel c. ~. niohie wu ap,i,oh1ted to r.iak the survey . 

Since Conbreaa had provided only . 7 , 000 for the work , Colonel hiohie was 

unable to lll8lce a detailed exaralnu t i on of the river . He raa.df'I a rei:,ort ln 

fJecfflllber , 1899 , which contaiz:ed separate ostimat"e of the costs of malclng 

the Trinity i: i ver nuvigable to <.l epthAI of four , five , and six f qfllt , re

spectively . Colonel Richie "r:t1mcited that it wou l d require the cori 

atruoti on of thirty- seven looks and dame between the city of uel los and 

the Gulf of ~exioo to give the river six foot navigation as far a.a Cal las . 

The cost of the ~rojeot was estimated at ~4 , 650 , 000 . 

Colonel xichie 11dvanoed two reaeons to jui.tify his reoom.-nendatlon 

that the t·.,dflral Gov4rn:nent undertake tho project . In the first place , 

he sold , th1t Tr1n1 ty I< i ver was fl nktural canfll extending fiVC'I hundred 

~il4e throut h ~ fflrtll4 country which was rapidly being filled ~1th peopl8 . 
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In the seoond laoe . Dul l~• • whioh would grow into a gre at city if it 

had the proper transportation faoi liti .. • • -•s located on the hAadwate ra 

of thi ft atrArun . 1 

In his rey<>rt t o the Chi,,f o~ Engineers . Colone l lfonry J . 2obert , 

t1v1s1 c c Er:.r;in.,,. r . endorsed the report of Colo:.e l i:ichie . lie stated, 

"Asa nc that it ~111 effect n reduction i~ froight rates nqual to o:.e 

ter.tt. of lrh.at h olabed b• U,.e L·i llna Co~crciul Club , the or.tire coat 

of the work . 9V~n for six foot nav1cation . would to anved 1n lese than 

r1 x ;rear a . " 

"In~✓ optn1on , " contlr.ued Cc lonel f~bert. "the Trinity kive r i a 

-..,ortt.y of i :ap rov9!:lent by the Gf"O"lra l Government to the e1.tent of provid ing 

a au foot navii:ation froo i ta :nouth to tallu . "2 

Altho~yi the Trinit"/ River project had benn r e oo:'l!llended by gover n

nent •n&ill•~~• in 1899 , Congr .. ee took no action until June 13, 1902. At 

that tin~ a n,.w river and harbor act wu passed appropr1K t1ng $125 , 000 

for 1::ce,jiate ue" anc authoriti ~ th.- S110retary of 1',ar to en t er int o l\d

d1 t1ora l contracto for --,at,,riala and work to proa"cute the project , not 

to -xc-~d i216 , 000 , the antllo to be paid f o r a• •~~ropriationa w~re made. 

Thh m.one:, •·as to b"' used to construct locka and dar.ia Ufion the r1 ver be

he-m the ~out~ nd section or.e , the lo11·cr 11:nit of wt,1oh was forty- nine 

~1lfllft below [,allao. Fift✓ th0uaand dollars of the B\.lll to bo ~x~en ded was 

ear::iarkqd to rocurq az:d o:porate anai; boat• • and to o l fu1.r th-, riv r of 

l 62nd Congr-.oa , 3 a-,aei on . J! .. 1.1rlnj';• n-,fo r e the Comm1 tte ... on Corn:neroe, 
PP • 3-33 . 

2 58th Congrea" • l a-.l!a1oll , FurtM r Impr ovement of t ho Tr i nity~ in 
Texas , PV • 20- 21. 



a ll ob1truo tion11 aa f ar as ualltUJ . 

The project ado~ted ir. part by thi s legial ti on oonteal l ated a 

total .,xpenditure of i4 , 650 , 000 on the Trinit ~iver. Fi ve look s and 
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dL-:is wor-, prcject.d in sectio:-. en., at !l tota l e sti-:iati,d cost o f tG 25 , 000 . 3 

Accor ding to t~e rovieio~• of th"! Act of 1902 , a ~oe.rd of fug i n.,~r• 

w12.a a;:: -o inted to dt1te 1 no the feasibilit:, and ad • isal:llitJ of "X endi ng 

th furth'lr eu.".l of 350, 000 on eectior: on1t , in additlon to th,.. $ 50 , 000 

a·o, ,. .1tntio::ll"d . n-.is bottrd sub itted !l pr "'li 1inary r•port on Octobe r 

31 , }Q02, 1n •hich it ...-as stated that .no:·e infor:nnti on ooncernin!'.; :· aue;e 

readin~s ar.d cetail~<l 1-la.r;a for looks and de.:na 1me ne-,ded \;efore a final 

r•.-<>rt coul c oe intellirent l ·· :nade . 

'!'he: atrict E.nginn"r , wro W!l! ordel"'ftd b the Board to rooure the 

necoe~a:-· icfor::iation, retain,.d the u, r vi ce s of D. A. "att aa As l' iatant 

En;;ine-,r . Mr . ftatt , 1wro had extenei V'3 exporienoe in l ook a.nd dam oon

etruction , :nRde a tho r ough and exhflust l ve inve e t1gati on of the ,na t tere 

of inquiry rJ'b:littod b th• Pourd . 

The Board of En&in••re '.Utt at Ga b ee ton on o mbe r 19 , 1903, and, 

after a 11J s11ior. of two days , sdjnurned t o Ilnw Orleans whe r e the i r dia

C'Jlelona w"rlt cor.tlnued and n report f o rnu.latftd . Thi, majnri ty of the 

FoArd was of the opinion that it wou l d not te 0 111 1b l ft t o provide 

ni~ht ,ontha navi~atinn anrualll upon • ft ct1on one o f th ~ Tr inity Rive r 

w1 th thn o;per.d1 ture of $82f. , 000 . The ran.1o r 1 t y be li-.ved that nootion 

one of this stre•~ coul d be nde navicab l ft et a total coet of J9 18 , 000, 

3 Ibid ., PP • 3-4 . 
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and would ~nquir,. e1x locks nd ~ams instead of N.ve . They reco:a~ended 

that t.~ projAct t: uncertar.en "Mcause of thA co:,111"ro1al ei tuatiun in 

.. t\. 'I' .. 4 .. or ,. _exas • 

In ~ arch , 1P04 , s .. nntor Chn~lns A. CultAreot s oneored a b ill which 

pen::.i tted the S1tcre ary of r·,u- to ohe.n;:e the lan• for the construction 

o!' the locke and de..-.1 in ord,.r to t,:1'·• thim a brente r ca ac1 t:r and a 

grr.at r lift o!' wat,. r . ~his 'l'rou l d ,:,nabl" c1orn v~osele to 

t~e leeks in a ,:1 ,.r , i :re. 

sc throur;h 

Tl-.,i, year of 1904 11,ae one of the noet active perioailn the history of 

the Trinity f:1 V'lr . The st--a.,boat , Frank .!'..• Jfolla:.d , intended as a s upply 

• ~ p for the u11e of th,. t:o"·"rt'!:nfmt ngineAr1 in their survey of the river , 

nadfl its initial tri;:, fro TI whet MIi known a.s the "lone: b ridge," ahove 

f1tlhs , t o the foot o!' Con-,4rce Str .... t , a. dlstanot1 of about eiiht :ni l«tB. 

n-ia boat ~a,~ 1t...rn ""l sU111.:'\'l:011 t with a hull 59 fo et l C'ng end dr111w 

a'l-,ou tw,,lve feAt cf •11ter . 'l'he Frank P. ~olla:cd continued downstrea.:n 

to a _;.;o1nt 1i,v11tnty-~o "ll1111ts 1-~ low the city of r... llns . 

A.roth-.r boat , the Yi . c. iio lf , which wae to be ue~d as a l'nni boat, 

WRI or. the upper Trid.ty at t Ms tb,e asaiatin& in prepe.rntlons for the 

actual •o rk to follow. Two other onoi boate w-,r., under constru()tion at 

76~ns Cit], on,. to be Uft8d on th~ Trinity and the oth.,r on thtt Brazos . 

C11pta1n Edt;ar J-.dw1n , the ['iatriot ~cl.mtn r nt Gn l veeton , wu ~l o.oed 

1n charge of g.overnment operat.1.ona . By :Aarch, 1904 , 170 rnl'lr. wttrn e:n

floyed by the iovernment in re~ovinE anaga and "rafts," and olear1n~ 

4 68th Congreu , 2 1euion , Hout1• f.ooum111nt No . 118, PP • 2, 021-2, 026 . 



the banks of ovA r-hang1nt ti~ber . By the end of the yes r tho channe l 

had been oleared of all obatruot ion s to a ~oint eighty ~ilea belcw 

D llas . Thia waa done at a coat of i1s, ooo . 

A aeoond appropriat ion of f600 , 000 waa made by Congres £ in 1904 . 
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At the same tl.:ne the city of C. l l as donated $66 , 000 for the oonstruotion 

of a da::i aoros ~ Parson's Slough, t,mnty- aix miles below the oi ty . 6 

On Waroh 20 , 1906, it waa announced by eovArnment eniin•~r s that 

the drawings for Look and :am No. 6 w•re comp l ete . il i ri a were adverti sed , 

contraota let , and •ork was bAgun on July 19 . ThrA n boata which ~ r e to 

be used in conr.ect ion wtth the •ork, thfl Katie Put:nan , the r:ell ie L1 au r ine , 

and the Charles.!• Gray , w,,r~ launched . 

During the 'ftJ "-r of 1907 , e.a the work on the looks and dams pro r,r r asn d, 

then! were numerous aurveya and inspections by governmAnt enginenr s and 

offi ciala . All of them pr omi sed quick navi ~ati on of section one . 

In 1908 a new proble::i W A. I enc o1;ntered . The bridgfl a a.cross t he 

Trinity Ri ~er in thf! vicini t y of Da llas were t oo l ow to peroit cer tain 

typea of vessAls to pass . S•voral surveys w,,r• ~ad • in this connection , 

but , atnoe Con~n,e r had not apf r opriated any ~oney f or raieing br idges , 

nothing was done . Nevffr thelea !: , Com:aodore Dunoiu:, the r epresentative 

of the Trini ty RivAr Navi gati on C0:1pany, pro1ni sed actua l navi ;-:ati on of 

sooti on crH1 aa a Chrietmaa present to Dallas . 

ThP. Trinity River projeot had been adoptAd in part by the Tdver a 

and Harbora Acta of June 13 , 1902, Yaroh 3, 1906, Ma rch 2, 1r o7 . June 26 , 

5 E. H. Brown , Trinity~ Canal1~atio n, PP • 46- 47 . 
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1910, July 25 , 1912 , ~aroh 4 , 1913, and July 27 , 1916. Eaoh act autho r

ized the construction of offrtain nam"d locks and dams . The Aot of July 

12, 1912 , provided for a six f o~ t channel fro ~ Ga l veston to Dallas and 

for the locati on of two additional locks and dams in section one of the 

r1v .. r . 6 

~ rk on the looks and dame throughout the l ength of the Trinity 

proi rea,,,d during the nex t f ew years . Nine looks and d&llle had been 

ooeipleted by 1916 . Th9 fir • t , abo ut nin9 miles below Dallas , was oom

plet9d in 1909 at a oost or $155 , 000 . Six ~ore , between Dal l as and a 

po in t f i f t y ~ ilea below th" c ity , Md two about midway between Dallas 

and Galv~ ~ton , in Housto n and Tr i nity Counties , were eithftr whol ly or 

p tially 002~ leted Rt ~n avera~e cost of approxi nately $200, 000 . 

In 1909 C. A. Keatin~, Prflsidect of the Trinity River Navi cation 

Co~~any , resigned and the company r, radually relaxed i t s ef forts to se 

cure the navi gatio n of the river . By that time the co~pany had spent 

162, 343 . 45 upon the projflct . 

In 1914 the railroads runr.i ng into Do llae offeri,d to i;1.ve the city 

a union station provided they ..,uld eurrender Broadway Street which ran 

parall"l to the rivor bank , and eiv" up other cross stre1t1 for the 

location of thfl stat i on and the n~twork of tracks . Thus by occupying 

the entire river fron t , the railroad inter,,st hoped that the navi 

Ga t i on of th~ Trinity hiver was killed . 

In the arune ye ar , however , a nnw Tr i nity niver Navigat ion Company 

lfa• form"d w1 th John Y, . Ph l H pa , C. ?1 . Hobson , H.Od J . C. Duke ns the 

6 77th Congress , l s"11ion , Houai, Looument No . 403 , P• 100. 
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}rlnoi-al proaoter11 . Th.,:, :n &de ,>lane to 01,'('lrate t1t~all\l:.0H ts OV'ftr the 

f if 0 iles of the riv .. r wr ioh had be,.n r:iade nav i r;able by the locks 

11nd ,-1t.-ns al r"o cor:1• loted . 'nfortur. ri. tel for t.h.- pronoters , tHs 

ftntorpris-, ::iet 111 th Ht t l" succe& 6 . 
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By 1916 the Pederal Gov .. rnm~nt had spent o ver 2, 000 , 000 1n its 

effort to ::iake the Trinity H v er navi ~able , while the p"ople of Dallu 

had 11p,.nt 4ore than $1 , 600,000. Dnl laa had contributed 666 , 000 for 

bu ilding a du , and t20 , 0CO for l ook e.nd da:n sites whioh the government 

r ~quir"'ld the~ t o provide . Beginning in 1909 the city b ~an rebui lding 

brid0ee to ::ie .. t govorment dft~&nds , which r"au l ted 1n an exp4nd1ture 

of &800 , 000 . The city spent ~nothe r 700 , 000 for the dive rs ion of 

sewate fro, th" waterr; of th.., ':'rinity . 

nirougP its Chamber of Co:n:;-.erce nnd ~anufa cturer ' e Association , 

Dallas appoin t ed a Trinity P.iver C~itt .. - with Fr ank}' . Holland as 

chairman. A pl an was presented to Congres ~ acoo r dint: to which Da llas 

agr~"'ld to pay half the ext'ftnae of malcinc the Trinit hiv~r navigab le . 

Th-, fll • tL.at.,.d cost of l mprov~ents needed at that tlmo "·as opproxLaately 

t6 , 000, 000. Lallas had hopes of influflncin~ the Texas Lesia l ature to 

iel'Ue bonda to he lp pay their part of the cost . tlothing of' value re -

aul ted fro:n this proposal. 

On O..o ber e, 19 16, a hr.aring , pre ided over by ~o~~rnment engi 

neer , , wa, he l d Rt De. Ilse for thfll purposft of determining whethe r o r not 

s ufficient benefits would rfl •ult frO!I\ further expfllnditure a on the pro jeot . 

Th.,. latest reports of govflrnm~nt enginfl•rB p laoe d the cos t of i mprovement s 

neede d nt e l3 , 000 , 000 , and -.stimat--d t hat it wou l d requi re fiftee n y,.ars 



to OOClpl ... te this 
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110rl.: . 

!he hfllaring a t l'Al ll as ,rs. 11 r:ot aa t iafactory t o the peop l e of that 

al""'!a an<! aa a reault , Ii nmr. Trini t- Ri '\"er Ha-v i r;ation Co:npany was forme d 

i n 1316 . !'his oo~pa.ny ~nt out of existeno• in 1920, and anothfllr orcan-

1ution, which l& ated only n short 1rhlle , -s form4d . Uti:.l., lftl~ ac

ccnplished . 

In Sep b4,r, 1919 , a oumler of Texaa Congr•ecien , inoludint Sfllnato r 

Worri a Sh4ppe.rc , &fpeared with a dfll l egat i on f r o~ Texas b"'fore the Board 

of Enr;1ne-,ra whioh had been appointed to in-vnati gate the Trinity River 

s ituation . These representatlv~s sugc•s:ed that th Board consider t he 

further 1:npro••ent of thn lowi,r Trinity fro'll Long lake to the couth of 

the rivfllr as anparate an d Bf rt froc the Upfer Trinity. The Board wa s 

auf f1o1ently 1nterest~d to aak the D~str1o t EnginoAr for an additional 

investigation . 

Another h8ar1ng , he l d befor-. t he Diutr iot ~e;in-.nr , wao a t ttmded 

by about fifty dff legatee from the oountiea alone the ! onr Trinity. 

fro!:l this ho.ring a suppl -.m~nta l report "9. 8 ubmi ttc,d to the Board of 

Enr;ine"'r• for ita conlli Jflration -.lch contained rfll 007'.lf.ifllndations rn11de 

b; the D1.atrict Engin,.~r at Ga lv~ston and th~ Dlvioion F..ngine~r at N~w 

Or leans . 

After nuoh d"1ay the Board r"ported in 1921 that w1. t h the exoept1on 

of 41 . 4 :n1les from the Gu lf of Mexico to Liherty, Trinity k iver nav1-

r,at1on was not r~a11blA and · hou ld not t4 a tto~pted by the goverrment . 

7 E. H. Brown, Trinity~ Canalization , P• 62. 
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Thia r-.oo=cendation was baaed on the fact that co:n:nerce on the Trinity 

River had been gradually decreasing between 1914 and 1921, and also that 

the surveys sholr9d the wa tnr supf lY to be inadequate to provide for 

navi~ation aoove Liberty. ~ 

According to a stor y in the Dt1 11 B I/ewe of Ooto ber l , 19 35 , the 

abandocnftflt of the Trinity River enterpriae r"a ulted , not fro~ lack of 

~erit , but fro7:1 an error on the 1»,rt of a i:um1b-. r of Congreaa . The 

chair-man of the Ri Vl'lrs end Bar t ore Co:nr.ii tte" of the House of f,epre

aentativee pr oaiaed to report favorab l y on the project , but when the 

bill 'W1l& re~ort't d the Trinity h.i.vff r wae lsft out entirely . The chair

man, ae he exp l a ined l ater, lffll no t fa:ni liar with Texas geography and 

trans~oeed the names of the Brazos ana the Trinity, with the r ~aul t 

that the foJ"IDer was included wh i le the latter wae dropped . 9 

8 67th Congre11 , 2 eea1ion , Hear1nge 2E. t he ~ub jeot of the Improvement 
of Tr inity .id.ver , ~ • P• 4 . 

9 "Wi lliona Spent for Dame ", The Da l l as~• October , 1936, P• 3. 
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CHAPTEH IV 

THE HEVIVAL OF nu, THHHTY RIVER PROJECT 

D1euthract1on with th-. rail,..;r rreltht ratee on the pert of the 

peop lti of Ca 1 he and Fort f.orth le d to the ri.viva l of the a::i tation for 

the navi~•tion of th• Trinity Ri~r . In 1930 th~ Chambers of CO'!t'leroe 

1r. Fort l',orth and tellu llf-Or.sor,._d the !'omation of th,i Trid ty Ri ver 

Ce.nal >.ul)chtlor. to frO'.':'l. o~--A th-. oar.al1u.t1on of that etrea-n . The 1.,ad

lnc people or all the cour: 1-.R Al on~ t.hft river cooperated in the effort 

to r ... viY~ in~r,.Rt ln the projec . 

Ir, ~xpla1n1nG thn pur;os~ of th,. AeEocintlon John M. Fouts , P,ene ral 

manar;er . raade thir. statenent 1 "Freight oar. be ehii;,ped oheaper from. 

Kansas Clty to Houston ~han it O!Ul from the eM\e source to Tut llas be

c ause coth lanans C\ty nnd H'J\lston enjoy low WA.ter,,ay rates . It doesn ' t 

take muoh f1 

thh pr0jttct will r;he j> lln11 ar,othftr fonn of transportation , with a 

rn~ of approxi.:iately one- third of th" prevailing frelr;ht r<i.tee • .,l 

A ree0lutil)n adnptfld D,,omber 10, 19?.9 , by the Com:n1ttee on Com-nerce , 

Unit~d Sta~~e Sen~te , requ-.e~ed a revi ew of the report on the Trinity 

F. i vftr. On Jul;r 3, 1930, the Hi Vlt re and Harbo rs Aot provit'ed for another 

~r,.11~1nary ~x&~lnat1on of thnt etr~mn . In ac cordance with these actions , 

1 r. . H. Aoh,uon and Vlayn111 'Jard , ttTr1n1ty Na,'11•at i on Mov.-mflnt P-.aohes 
It1 Peak in 19~6" , The Da lla• Newe, part 7, PP • 3- 4 . 



the Cistrict Engineer made a combined report which Wf\S submitted on 

~arch 51 , 1932 . Th" Poar~ of Lniine~rs for ~~vers and Tiarbors re

vitnfed the re f-Ort and r f!oo-:n-nded that a survey be made to detqrmine 

the cost of canali1ati on for various •idths of chan.~el and eiies of 

loclca . Col'lp l yine; w1 th tMs r"Crrn::lPDdation , th" Chief of Ent:in"l111re 

dir"'c t:.e d that such a survey be :nadf'I fro::i l"o rt i)orth to the Gulf of 

Mexico . 2 

The railroad interflets offered strong and org iied op ~o sition 

to the revival of the rojftct . They olai,,.d , in h,.arlnls ~old by the 

Board of Engin-ers , that the oanali1ation of the Trinity would cost 

the ta.xpayers • 100 , 000, 000 and that the benefits derived from suoh a 

venture would be negative . A traffic survey completed by the United 

Statfte fAtp !!. rt::ient of Coc:11erce i.n 1933 , t,o1'ftver, indica t ,.d that there 
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was suffioi-,nt tonnage in this s .. cti on which could be ,:ioved on the 

waterway at a saving to the peop lA which would mak:f'I the projf'lot wor th

wUle . Ther,.for" , under thft direction of th"' distric t flngin-er , Colonel 

l . P. . Marice of Galveaton, ar.ny engine ~rs madft another detai.led survey 

of th1t Trinity H1ver in 1934 . Th is worlc waR financed by a Public 

~orlce Adminietrati nn allotin"lnt of $93 , 000 . The report which was sub

mitte d to the Board on Uaroh 18 , 1935 , wne unfavorab l e to the enter

priae. Not willing to '""' th"li r p.,.t project thus ndvorse,ly dhiJO&o d 

of, local inter111at11 along the river re qu"let"ld nn opportunity to submit 

additional i nformati on befo re final action was tnken by th" Doard 

2 77th Congr.,. u: , 1 llflBl!ion , House Document , Uo . 403 , :£.I • 11. 



5 of Engineers . 
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The Trinity River Canal AaPooiat1 on sub~1 tted to the F.ngineering 

Department i n ~ay , 1937 , an ~ngin.,erine report , 1nolud1ng a trafflo 

survey , on a revis•d plan of i ~provement . This re~o r t , together with 

other papers an d data was sent to the Diatriot Engineer for e.nalyeie . 

Th~t official submitted his analyaie and T<'lport on Wa.roh 9 , 1938. The 

eu:-vey refort of 1955 and all proceedings ta.lcen in respect thereto 

w,i,re returned to the district office at thft r ~que s t of looal interests , 

to bft incorporated in an"'"' survey and report on flood control . 

l'rhen the project for the oanallution of the Trinity River wu 

MJvivnd in 1950, it wee ~ro poeed pu rely as an inland 'lltttenray of local 

interest . The only existing navir;ation project nt that ti :ne provided 

f or a channel six f11et dee.: ar.d of suitable width for navii:;a tion from 

the Qouth of the Trini ty hi'V9'r to Liberty . This channel had be"n oo~

pleted in 1926 , the expnnditures thereon to June 30, 1940, being 

8194 , 439 . tilth the coming of the Intracoutal Canal into Texas , ho 

ev.,r , the projftct -..oa rn~oved from its loo l atatug , as plane wore 

~ade to ma.Ice the Trinity Canal a tributary to the grnat national in

land 'lltaterway . Thi a i,nla.rged project lf&II endorsed by practically 

all the leadinr, ..-aterway aaaociatione in the United States . 

In 1936 a move had bftAfl made to coordinate the work: of the Army 

r.nr: t n,. ,. ra w1. th other· fednral ur:enoiee 1.n ord"r that the benftfi ts de

riv~d would be ~ore wideP prftad and the ooet proportionatly l ese . 

3 Ibid ., p . 111 . 
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In 1936 there ~e two sopa,ate lnvostibationa under wny on tho Trinity 

~lv~r J one of n aTieation, tho other , of flood control . The A y Engl 

n~rs a br•e~ to change o""r to the Qn.nibus Flood Control /,ct of l 9M 

e.nd ::,aka otc report involvin& all ;,hases of river 1;n roWtment . Their 

r~port would then be 000rd1nRted with a paral l e l re~ort of thff Seor~tary 

of Agricultur "' , authorhttd b:, • Conaervat ior. Act passed in 1936, oover

in& a conaenatiot and flood oo~ t rol pro&ram f or the entire Trinity h.lve r 

r.-ater11hed. 4 

On Uay 26, 1938 , memb~rs ot the Trinity River Canal As foc 1at1on 

•nd ~emlera of the Trinity 1'1atftrshed So l l Conaervati on nnd Flood Control 

Asrociati~ns 2~rg~d the tiiro ~r~arlzetlons into the Trinity Improvcent 

Associntion . A nor bonrd of directors and ne-~ off icers ~re eleott.d . 

Thie organi~at1on wna fol"t:l~d tc g1'"" complete co0Pffrat i 0n to the 

7ie. r Department and the ll-tpnrtzr.ent of Agriculture in their i:tudy of the 

Trinity ~i~er . The aacoclation agr~ed to sponsor flood control, soil 

and l'·ater conaervati c n , navi c;ation, a lleviat ion of strnnm polh,tion, 

cons"'rvation of wild life , and ~toroce of ~~ ter for munio1pe. l, industri 

al , ar:d ar;ric~ltural u,a~ ~lone t he Trinity Rivor . 

The Or.mibus Flood Contro l Act pauad by Congroae 1n 1936 made 

poaa1ble III coord1natftd survey of the Trinity River by the War Depart• 

:nent ond the Deparbllent of Agriculture . Toeae two depa rt.nents were 

instructed in 1938 to malce a new and complete atudy of this a tr~am and 

4 Jolm M. Foute , "Flood Contro l of Turbu lent Tr tnl ty" , Tr i nity Ri ver 
~. June , 1939 , P• l. 



and f :500, 000 of fedl9ra l ooney ?l&e eet aside fo r thi e work . This wae 

the firat survey of its ki nd ev~r to be made in the his tory of the 

TTr. 1t"d Stat...s . It er"ltrao,.d rlood control , navication, 1101 1 conser 

vation , r-,clamation of flooded lands, a.nc refo re fltation . 

By eflrly s pring 195~, e11rvl"yi g parties f or the Depnrtment of 

Ar;ricul turt1, whic inolud'td "'Xpl"rts o:i ::iattere which affect-,d the 

fros;:,erlty of e~ry T-,,cas faniAr an ~ ra.~cher , etnrtAd t o wor k on the 

Trini y 1n1.tArahed. TllA na .1orl ty of tho so i n cha r ge .,,,. r e Tex ans or 

rl!laidente of the 6outbr-!st who werl" 1"'11 noqualr: t -- d with oond1 tl uns 

there . The su rvey Wflt co!'llplet---d !n Octobe r , 1039 , ne scheduled . 

The War 09pnrt<nent be~&.n its worlc in Jtme , 1938 . Partil'le of 

flln in'ter • wor k:flld from thA tributary str9ame nor th of !'J& llas and Fort 

Yio rth down to the Gulf of Mflxioo . Ever Ml 1-, of tho Tr1n1t, was 

eurv .. yed and pl otted , l ocat i on s for looks and d,me wnrl!I de6icnat19d , 

and plane w"'r• :aade to cr~•te a [ re~t chain of nflvi~ab l e l ak AB f r om 

t ort ~orth to the sea . 

Colonel Franks . Deseor, the Ci et r iot F.nginenr , who had char ge 

of the 'M> r k from the beginr. l ng , inepected t he rive r many t ime s . In 

addition , the ~ar Department had an orr,ar. i zat! on of bu s1nee • experts 

fron the Southwe!t to check th8 advantages of ~ater t r anaportati ~n 

in T1txae and eatimate the tonna r;e wt,i oh could b e oarr ied by bar e;• to 

6 
tidewater on a oanaliz1td Tr inity P.i ver . 

6 "l: . s. l'la r Depar tment Finish1t 11 De t ailed Sur ve y of Tr l n ity River" , 
Trintty Ri ver llewe, Deoomber, 1939, P• 3. 



In March . 1939. thft ~8xaa Leelelatur~ ~naot~d the rtat e Soi l 

Cor.a.,~tion I.Aw providing for t.lle ~etabliol:m~nt of lfl gally cona t i 

tutqd dis tricts for carrying out soi l and ~•ter c~no~rvati on ~~asurea . 

n-1~ .,s done 1n on!~r to ~•-,t th~ r4quir111t11~n ts ror fed~ral aid in 

can-yin~ out such a Froi:ra::i . 

'l'ha con""rva t~or. :: ls.n f ro post!d l:-y the 

fro 1-!es for thtt r-- +•n·datior. of wt1t-,r f l ow and thtt prev.tnti-,n or 

erosi on t hrouth the p~o~ r uen of cultivated lande . poatunte , and 

woodll!lJldP tn rAduoe aoil nnd "at .. r loesns J the convero tor. o!' A roded 

l and• to Faat ure, ~eadow, and ~ood l and J the pub l ic purohnsA and ~rttat

~.,nt of l and in bndly erod-,d areno , l.llld the in~tnllat on of fir., con

trol n.,~aurec . It le oontcnpl at--d that thn trnatnttnt of far.n l and 

will consist or i ~provamenta in oroppint, euoh os rotation , unin l 

cov.,r cr op• , cottour ou l t1vat1on . etr1 orop;;1ng, ;.i lan tin..:; trflna , and 

the installation of tArrao ~a . 

Aa a result of the aurv-,y oonolud8d in Ootob r , 1939, by the 

0-parb!lent of AgrioultuM . the s.,orflta.ry of Agr i culture r111oo:nr.1 nd4td 

t~at !32, 000 , 000 be authoriz"d and approprlat..d by Congree! to be 

ua-.d on t h-, Tr1n1 ty Ri,·er 1¥8.t-,rahed . Thia 111on"'y would bB dis t r ibuted 

throu h the Stat- Soil Cons ,..rvatlon Dlstriota over a period of f 1fti,er. 

years . Fod r~l funds cauld be usert to pay for tha oonAtruotion of 

ontt- he.lf of thA r-, cu i r~ d t"'rrao.,s and di Vfllrei "'D di tohea , the oon

etruct1on of one- half of the requi red torraofll outl.,ta. the reve ce

tati on of all ar~~s pnrman"'ntly reti red from cultivati on , and other 
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worthwhile projecta . 6 

Profonent a of the Trinity ver project , as at prea~nt fonnulat ed , 

desl r fl a cavicabl,- "aterway fro:!l Port v;orth t o the mouth of the Trinity 

Ri ver , t~ence through Gal ves ton Ba to the P.ouaton Sh ~p Channe l . They 

havo fl et imated the coat as t66 , 546 , 0CO ann claim 4 , 751, 000 tons of 

trafftc w0uld develop providinc annua l savi or s of $10 , 126 , 0CO 1n t r llils

po r tation costa . They po int out ~hat the ~atenray wi ll per.:i it t he 

develo[11lent of the natura l resource s in t he n.lley , res ult 1n the 

growth of the ~ajor cities along the river , and s" r ve to mainta in lower 

freiE;ht rates t hrou r,t.out the Southwest . 

Local interPsta off.,r to ~a l ntaln a re.;u l ated water supp l y th r ough 

the u se of the six reservoirs that have brPn previoualy cons t ructed 

by Dall1111 and l-'ort l'lorth at a coat of betwft,m t welve and f 1fte~n mil lion 

dollar, . They aleo f ropoee to uaumff t he coat of all rl ghta- of- .,ay 

and d1 s1,011al ar-,as J to a l t er , rt!t:1ove , or reconstruct nll brid r ea and 

utilities over the natura l channe l J to oonstruot and ~aintain su itable 

roads to all lock and ri am sites J to ~rov1de adnquate termina l and trans 

f .,r fac1liti eaJ an d to hold the United States f ree from dkmag~s inoi 

d•nt to or growtne out of tho oonatruot1on and operat ion of the wate r

way . 7 

The people alont the river have reque s te d no opeoifio pr o jects 

for flood control , but have expressed n desire for a genera l plo.n of 

6 " Trinity 1-' l ood Control and Soil Conesrvation" , Tri nity 1<1 ver Nttws , 
July , 1942 , p . 5. 

7 77th Congr ess , l aeeoion , Tio uae I:o oument , No . 403 , P• 2. 



improvfJC\ent in the interf"st of f l ood cont r ol, so il oons ~rvati oo , and 

the cons,.rvation of y.·ater for all usefu l purposAs . In thh conni,ction 

local inter111ste hav" crea t 111d f cur leve n distr \ ote for the rot c t1.on 
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or l owl ands c.f"ar :fort l':orth and D ll ae , and fifty- two districts for the 

protection of agri cultural l ands . pproximnt ly four hundred miles 

~r levei,1 have bei,n constructe d in the organiz~d levee dietrio t s at 

a total coat of $16, 000, 000 . 

On ?iov ber 16, 195P , the Cietri ct EngineAr aul::rni tted a report 

of hie eurvey of the !rinity ki ver . In this report he reoom.~ended a 

co~ reheneive Fl an of 1mprovfr.nent providing for a channel of not lees 

than n1n4 feet deep and 150 f111ftt wi de fr O"l the ITouston Ship Channel in 

t;a l >eaton Bay to Fort ~orth . 'l'wf!nty- eix locks and dame ~~re to be 

constructed be tween Fort Wor th and the mouth of the river . ThA cost 

of the improv enta to the United States was estimated as f96 , 736 , 316, 

while the coat to local 1ntftri,sts was estimated at i9 , 987 , 914. 

Improvro:nenta reoo'.:l!llended for flood control and ooneArvat lon pro

vided for protect i on principa l ly in the Fort ?iorth and Da llas areas , 

ei::c"' nc,at of t he f l oods throu chout the Trinity !liver region or1 blnote 

on the uppAr reachf!s of that s tream . The Diatriot Engineer proposed 

to bui ld five new reservoirs to be used in conjur.ction with the s ix 

that had been conotruct111d by looal inter111sts , and the ~odification of 

the existing leve~a i n t he vicinity of Fort ~orth and Dallas . The 

co • t of these improvements was nstl~ated as 119,147 ,7 26 . 

The report of th-. District F.ngin ar wu •PEJroved by the e1 vial on 

Ln~inei,r in January , 194 1, ftnd the noard of Enginn~r s for Rivers and 



Ear~ors endor ed the i provementa for flood cont rol in Aur,uat ot the 

same year . 'l'he 3oard was of the opinion , howover , that th oannli 

zation of the river to Fort ~orth waa not justified at that ti~e, but 

1t 1.nted out that this i, r o ject cia:,r be a worth:r ubl1c wo rk to 

undertaken when meaa'...ITea for t.he re lief of unec1ployra"'nt beoo:ne neoea

aary. It reoom~ended , thflrflfore , that t.he entire oo:nprehenaive plan 
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of improvement be ao cevted by the eover nment , but that on l y the sec tion 

from the Houato~ Ship Channel to Liberty be oanalizfld at that ti~e . 

On Hovemt•r 10, 1941 , • general ni vere and Harbors Aot ~-.a 1ntro

duc"ld into the House of F.epreeentativea by Mr. J. J . Wansfi eld , Cha ir

:nnn of th"' k1 vi,ra and Harbors Co::r:iittee . Thia bi 11 contained the 

follow1.ng ~rovisiona in regard to the Trinity R1ver , 8 

Toe improvemfl'Ilt of the Trinity. ver ru1d tributaries , 
Texas , for navigat i on , flood control , and allied pur~oens ia 
her.,by o.p roved and authorized in aooordanoe w1 th roports 
contaiMd in House Doou::iont Jhznber-,d 403 , Seventy- a19venth 
Cone;reee I Provi ded , That the ?lav1 ,:ati c-n projttot in i ta 
entirety la her.,by outhoriz.,d to be undertaken when in the 
opinion of the Secretary of liar an d the Chiflf of lngine,.ra , 
the ratio of ben.,fita to coats malcea i ts oonetruoti on eoo
no~ically j ustified . 

n iia bi 11 'Ml.I 11cumded by the k1 vera and Harbors Co1'\.'T,i tter so that 

no a~propr1at1on oould te made or any construction beL~ until aix 

months after the tAnuin tion of thn present war in which t.hfl United 

States la eneagfld unleRa r~oo-n.nflnded by a def-,nae agency and approved 

by the President aa bein l nnoeeRary to n~tinnal de fennff . The a~ended 

b11 l "1l8 ool!ITl1 ttfld to th ,. Commi ttftfl of the 'i'1hole Hrua e on Novttmber 21, 

8 Congr"11"' , l u, • t1 1on , Hnrbor ~~Bill 6993 , Pl '• 16-1 7. 



1941, and ordered to be printed. lthough the bill aa &.~ended was 

strongly approved by- President N>osev~lt , it y.·aa nev"r br ought to a 

vote . 
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Thus the question of navibation on the Trinity Hiver ha.a plagued 

Congresa since 1872 . !Airing thill t i:ne ·1ore than $5, 000 , 000 wu ex

pended by the Federal Oovern:nent for making eurveya , for the oonatruotlon 

of looks and dama, for dre dginc . and for openi ng ohanne la . In t he aa~e 

period local interest s along t he river apt,n t approximate ly $60, 000, 000 

in bu1ldinr, r~a~rvoira , r aising bridges , and oth~r wo r k ino1dental to 

the enterpriae . ~1th the exception of fort~one ~11,.a from the mouth 

of the Trini t:, to Llb~rty , the dream of navigating t hat etrtuu!1 is not 

:nuch n~arer r ~a l izat1 on than when the projeot waa fir st 1nauguratAd . 

Further developnont of the yr oject :nuat, t herefore , await the osaaation 

of the pnieent "'ar , when , no <k>ub t ., concer ted effort s w111 bn made to 

revive the i nterne t of the National Government in this 'flOrk. 
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