
THE NAZ I I NFLUEJ CE I N ARGE NTI2A 

I\ The s is 

Pr ese n t ed to 

The F a cu l ty o f t h e De p artme n t o f History 

Sam Houston S t a te Un iver sity 

In Pa r ti a l Fulfillment 

o f the Re qu ireme nts f or t h e De g r e e of 

Master o f Ar ts 

by 

Mary Ali c e Wa lton 
::: 

De c e mbe r , 1 976 



THE NAZ I I NFLUENCE I N ARGENTINA 

by 

a ry Alice Walton 

A THESIS 

Approved: 

 

PPROVED : 

__ 
De a n t h e Gr adu a'teschool 



ABSTRACT 

Walton , Mary Alice , The Naz i Inf l uence in Ar gentina . Master o f 
, rts (History a nd Span ish ) , December , 1976 . Sam Houston 
St ate Un i versity , Huntsville , Tex a s . 

Purpose 

The purp ose o f this thesis wa s to determine t h e am oun t o f 

influence exercised by Naz i Germ any over t h e p olitic a l and eco 

n omic a ff a irs o f . r g entina fr om 1933 until 1945 . Bec ause of 

the l arge numbers o f German settlers i n . r g entina , t h e initi a l 

considerat ion wa s the German appe a l to them. Additiona l con

siderat ions pr ior to the Second World War were Germany ' s a t 

temp ts to inf luence the milita ry through Naz i - oriented le aders 

and the civili a n p opu l a tion t h r ough p ropaganda and esp ionage . 

The ma jor consider a tion during the Second World War wa s the b a 

sis f or neutr a lity and continued ties with Germany . 

Methods 

, maj or portion o f t h is thesis wa s based u p on inform a tion 

der ived from p rim ary sources . Publish ed dip lomat ic papers of 

the Un ited St a tes a nd off ici a l pub lic a tions o f the Un ited St a tes 

a nd Ar g entina were used , many o f which a re housed in t h e La tin 

,une ric a n Collection L i b r a ry a t t h e Un iversity of Texa s . Also 

utilized were the memoirs a nd a ccounts o f United Sta tes ' a nd 



Ar g e n tine dip lomats a nd offici a ls , such a s t h ose of Cordell Hull , 

Sumner Wells , a nd Enrique Dickma nn . In addition , much ma teri a l 

wa s ob t a ined from prominent observors of the Ar g entine scene 

during the period covered , including Sa x Br adford , Ruth a nd 

Leon a rd Greenup , a nd Ra y J osephs of the United St a tes a nd Serg io 

Bagu a nd Silva no Sant a nder of Ar g entina . Fin a lly , rep orts in 

the Ne w York Times b y corresp ondents J oh n w. White a nd Arn a l d o 

Cortesi were i mport ant sources . 

in Spanish were t r ansl a ted . 

F i ndi ngs 

Sever a l sources ob t a in able o n l y 

. l most a s soon a s Hitler c ame to p ower i n 1 9 33 , Ge rm an in

t erest in Ar g entin a increa sed . German c ap ita l , Ge rm a n or Germa n 

linke d man ag ement , German militarism, and German f a scism e xerted 

a ma jor influence i n Ar g entin a t h roug hou t t h e Na z i reg i me . During 

the Se c ond World War t here occurred a flirt a tion b y successive 

Ar g entine g overnments with Na z i ideology and sup er f ici a l neutr a 

lity which wa s actua ll y p ro- German . The p ro - German movement 

within Ar g e n tin a includ ed supporters in the Castillo a dministr a 

t ion a nd successive reg i mes ; t h e n a tiona list press; a nd p rop a g anda 

a nd subversive e ff orts of t h e Germa n Emb a ssy . The Na z i coll ab o 

r a tors a nd t h e tota litari an individu a ls and g roup s , b oth milita r y 



a nd civili~n , who controlled the Ar g entine g overnment , esp eci a lly 

~f ter the June , 194 3 coup , pursued a common a i m: 

of a tot a lit ari an st a te in the Western Hemisphere . 

the creation 
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Ch ap ter I 

BASES FOR GERMAN I NTEREST IN ARGENT I NA 

Humanity h a s tr aditiona lly divided itself into two p oliti 

c a l cl asses . One of t hese g roup s is composed of those who be 

lieve ma n c ap able o f g overning himself , while the other group 

believes the collective will to be ineffective , making necessary 

t h e existence o f resolute politic a l le aders . 1 

On e such le ader , Gene r a l Josi Fllix Uriburu , led a milita ry 

c oup on September 6 , 1930 , in Argentin a . 2 This overthrow of 
,, 

the g overnment o f President Hipolito Irigoyen marked the end of 

the constitutiona l continuity which had p rev a iled in Argentin a 

since the p opular uprising of 1890 a nd return ed the l andowning 

conservatives to control f or more t han a dec ade . 3 

The Uriburu revolt ended such democr acy a s there wa s in 

Argentin a . I t ended democr acy a s surely a s did Fritz Thyssen 

a nd Gustav Krupp the d ay t hey decided to throw thei r p owerful 

f ortunes b e h i nd Ad ol f Hitler in Germany . It wa s ten ye ars be

tween t h e time Ge rm a ny ' s b i g busine s s st arted to support Hitler 

a nd t he i nst Qnt the Reichstag burst into f l ames . Ne a rly thirteen 

ye ars were to el apse between t he Ur i buru coup and t h e colonel ' s 

revolt which fin a lly b roug ht f a scism to Argentin a . 4 

The Ur i buru revolt h ad its seeds in the F i r st world wa r , 



2 

a fter which one- sixth o f the world turned to soci a lism, a nd the 

re actionaries of the rest o f the world turned to f a scism a s the 

only me ans of reta ining wh a t wa s their s . In I t a ly ~nd Fin l and 

f a scism c ame in immedi a tely . In other countries , such a s Germ a ny 

. . 5 
a nd Spa i n , f a scism wa s long er in coming . 

Long before 1933 , Germ a ny ' s re a ctionaries look e d to f a scism 

to achieve p owe r not on ly i n Ge rm any , but a lso in many o ther parts 

o f the world . The chemic a l , i ndus tri a l , and f i n a nci a l c artels 

which help e d Hitler to succeed st arted to prepare the g round-

work f or wor l d h e g e mony a lmost a t t h e s ame time tha t the y b egan 

the work o f d e s troy ing t h e Weimar Re p u b lic . 6 

One o f t h e ch ief i n s t rume n t s o f t h is Ge rm an world - e mp ire 

sche me i n La tin Ame ric a was Ge n e r a l 11ilhelm v on F aup e l o f the 

Imperi a l Germ a n Army . He first went to Ar g entina in 1912 as a 

young instructor of milita ry science in the Ar g enti n e Nar Co l leg e . 

After s p ending the war ye ars i n Ge rmany , h e returned to Buenos 

Ai res a s military counselor to the Inspector Gener a l of the 

Ar g entine Army , wher e h e rema ined until 19 26 . He wa s a n excel 

lent dr ill master , but h e wa s a lso a p rofound enemy of p opul a r 

g overnment . He i mported f ormer Reichswehr off icers to i mp art 

h is creed to Ar g e n tine officers . Seve r a l ye a r s a fter le aving 

Ar g entina , h e b ec ame chief o f the Ibero- Ame r ic an Insti t ute i n 

Berlin , the ag e ncy which org anized t h e It a lo- Germ a n Wa r ag a inst 



3 

the Spunish Re public during the Spanish Civil War a nd cre a ted 

the overse a s Fa l a ng ist movement a s the key to f ascist penetr a 

tion in La tin Americ a a nd the Philippines .
7 

I t wa s t h e ideolog y of F aup el and his Germ an a ides which 

found its first exp ression in Ar g entina in the Uriburu coup . 

For with the Uriburu action , a s Ar g entine Deputy Raul Damonte 

Ta r b orda pointed out in a report in 1941 , "Uriburu a ttemp ted to 

unite a ll the rea ctionary forces , give them a progr am and throw 

them into a ction against the democr a tic groups th a t h ad survived . 

He inaug ur a ted the Ar g entine Civil Legion , which wa s organized 

on the pattern of Europ e a n f ascist organiz a tions •••• The oli 

garchic c aste tha t c ame to p ower h a d the intention of tr a ns 

p l anting certa in a ttitudes of Mussolini a nd Hitler . 11 8 

Althoug h in 1930 Hitler still wa s a t le ast three ye a rs away 

from the time he could help Uriburu , 9 Germ any wa s no less in

terested in La tin .=\merica th a n she h ad b een b efore the First 

World War . The expansion of her tr ade during the l a st dec ade 

of the nineteenth century and the first decade of the twentieth 

wa s p henomen a l , and Germa n settlers in the L a tin republics were 

numb ered in the hundreds of thous ands . 10 With t h e corning of 

Nation a l Soci a lism in Germ any , Germ an interest in La tin America 

incre a sed . Althoug h in Mein Kampf Hitler h ad written scornfully 

of the r aci a l b ackground of the La tin .=\m e rican people , he could 

not i g nore the benefits to be derived fr om intensified Germa n 
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. h 11 p enetr a tion of t he western He misp ere . 

Na ti on a l Soci a list penetr a tion in Latin America depended 

f or much o f its success on the close organ iz a tion o f t h e numerous 

se t tlers there who were either German or of German origin . 1 1 -

though most o f the Ge rm an inhabitants of t he La tin Ame r ic a n 

republics h ad never seen Germany , their a ttachmen t to it wa s 

n o 1 
. 1 2 ess intens e . Ge rm a ny clung to the jus s anguinis theory 

of citizenshi p i n which t h e n at iona l i ty of t h e parents determines 

the citizenship of a child , reg ardless of . where h e is b orn . 

Thus , the German g overnment cl a i med in 1939 tha t some 1 , 300 , 000 

Ge rman n a tiona ls resid ed in Ar g entin a , a lthough only 4 3 , 626 

o f t h e m h a d b een b orn in Germa ny , and the ma jority of them were 

n a tura li zed Ar g ent ine citizens . " I·le are one p eop le ; we a re 

united by destiny a nd we will never ce a se to b e united , '' decl a red 

the Deutsche L a P l a ta Zeitung , a pro- Naz i German l a ng u ag e news -

. . 13 pape r in Beunos Aires . 

Moreover , there wa s a signific ant difference betwee n the 

Germans and the more numerou s Ita li ans i n Argentina . The Itali a n 

i mmigr ants wer e e a sily assimil a ted i n to the Ar g entine culture 

and were Ar g e nt ines within a few ye a rs af ter their arriva l . 

Th e German s , on the o ther h a nd , c ame to t he c ountr l a ter a nd 

did not assimil a te re ad ily . They rema ined Germ a n in culture and 

. . 1 4 orienta t ion . 

These Ge rm ans were i d e a l ins t ruments in the h ands of t h e 
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usl ands Org a niz a tion , the foreign b r a nch of the Na tion a l Soci a list 

Party , which wa s incorp or a ted into the Ministry o f Foreig n Aff a irs 

of the Th ird Reich by a decree signed by Hitler on J a nu a ry 30 , 

1 9 37 . I ts le ader wa s Ernest Wilhelm Bohle , who until then h a d 

. . d 15 been chief of t h e Bure a u for Germ a ns Residing Ab ro a . 

In accord a nce with this me a sure , a b r Qnch of this org ani 

z a t ion , the Deutscher Volksbund fi'.ir Argentinien , wa s est a b lis h e d 

in the Germa n Emba ssy a t Bue n os Aires . Under the direction of 

Fr it z Kiister , a n emba ssy offici a l , this ag enc y a ssume d con trol 

of Na zi org aniz a tions a nd activities i n Argentin a . By December 

o f 1938 , 1 629 registered members o f t h e Na tion a l Soci a list Pa rty 

were enrolled in Argentin a , a nd 131 Na z i organ i z a tions h ad b een 

set u p in Buenos Aires a lone . At tha t time , 20 3 Germ a n schools 

were counted in the country . These h a d enrolled an estima ted 

1 5 , 000 students , o f whom 74 p e r cent were Argentine citizens 

according to rlrgentine l a w, 11 p er cent wer e Germans , and the 

. . 1 5 . 1 f h · 1 6 rema in ing per cent were n a t iona so ot er countries . 

The p rop a g and a activities of the Ausl ands Org a n i za tion were 

widespre ad . To ma int a in "cultura l cont act " with the F a t herl a nd 

it published thirty- seven newspapers and weeklies in countries 

outside the Re ich a nd a lso controlled a news ag e n c y service , the 

us l and Deutsche Nachrichten Diens t , wh ich work e d i n cl ose c o 

op er a tion with the .1 inistry o f Propagand a . This ag e ncy supplied 

a reg ul a r s ervi c e of news a nd a rticles to a ll its f oreign br a nches 
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. . 1 · 1 7 from its centr a l office in Ber in . 

The Ausl a nds Org aniz a tion r an a corresp ondence school with 

t h ous ands of subscribers among Germ a ns emp loy ed abro ad a s school 

te achers , g overnesses , and clerks . It h ad a s peci a l section 

devoted exclusively to c a rrying on Anti - Semitic p ropagand a 

among Germans overse a s , who were supplied regu l arly with liter a 

ture issued by the Na tion a l Soci a list De p a rtment of Raci a l 

. 18 Hyg iene . 

The Germ an Foreig n Institute a t Stuttgart , Germ a ny , a ided 

the Ausl ands Org aniz a tion in these contacts with Germans abro ad . 

It h ad in its library some 45 , 000 volumes a nd files of 8 00 news 

papers and 400 magaz ines published in Germ a n . It s peci a li z ed 

in keep ing in cont act with individu a l Germ ans ab roa d . These 

German s were required to keep in close touch with their loc a l 

consul or be sub ject to loss o f citizenship . The Hitler govern

ment sough t control over these citizens in v arious ways : list

ing t h e storekeepers they could patronize ; f orb idding them to 

reta in Jewish l awyers or physici a ns ; appo inting reg ion a l le aders , 

under supervision o f Berlin , to inculc a te Naz i princip les in 

Germans abro ad ; establishing Germ a n clubs ; providing those clubs 

with films , newspapers , a nd b ooks which reflected Nazi ideology ; 

encour ag ing the club members to g ive the Na zi s a lute a nd ob 

serve Naz i holidays ; a nd discour ag ing Germ ans from marrying or 
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. 1· ·th J 19 
ming ing wi ews . 

Th is close sup ervision of German residents abroa d wa s es

p eci a lly useful to the Na tion a l Soci a list p olicy in La tin Amer ic a . 

Althoug h the Reich p ossessed no territori a l colony in the Western 

Hemisphere , the degree of control exercised from Berlin over 

German settlers in the La tin Ameri c a n republics h a d the effect 

o f cre a ting wha t were virtua lly German colonies in those ar e a s 

where they lived . Their loc a l organ iz a tions wer e given mor a l 

a nd ma teri a l help from Germ a ny . P a triotic meetings a nd lec 

tures , Hitler youth g roups , and Winter Hel p Fund collections 

helped to ret a in these overse a s Ge r ma ns in the Nati on a l So cialis t 

fold . 20 

Germans were required to p a y a fixe d perce nt age o f their 

income to t he Winter Help Fund a nd other funds under thre a t t ha t 

i f they did not , something would h appen to their rel a t ives in 

21 Germ any . Mo ney collected for the Winter Help Fund , or for 

some such c ause a s the a ssist ance of Ge rm a ns str a nded in Spa in 

during the Spanish Civi l War , wa s diverted to ioc a l Germa n firms 

a nd agencies , who used such funds to p a y p olitic a l agents sent 

out from Berlin . 22 Edmund von Therm a nn , Naz i ambass a d or to 

: rgentin a in the 1930 1 s , l a ter confirmed th a t the Winter Relief 

Fund wa s used to fin a nce the subversive activities o f t h e Germ a n 

2 3 Embassy . 

Such a ttemp ts by Germ any to org anize a sta te within a sta te 

were b ound to result in a conflict o f loya lties. Evidence of 

such conf lict wa s most app arent between the rur a l inh abita nts 
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of German origin , who rem a ined for the most part loya l to Ar 

g entina , a nd the urb a n German p opu l a tion , who were more loya l 

to the Reich . Naz i Party ceremonies in Buenos Aires a nd other 

Argentine cities were well a ttended ; German institutions through

out Argentina were purged o f " non - Arya n " elements , a nd Germans 

exhibiting a nti - Naz i tendencies were kept under surveill a nce . 

But in at le ast one suburb of the Ar g entine c apita l sever a l 

Germans were driven out o f bus iness by fellow Germans solely 

. 1· . l . . 2 4 b ec ause o f their p o itica opini ons . 

In a mostly f avor able atmosphere , however , the Nat ion a l 

Socialist movement in .'\rgentina continued to g row . Attempts 

to b ring a ll Germ a ns under the control o f Berlin a nd the applic a ~ 

tion o f "s anct ions" aga inst those who p roved obdurate , occupied 

25 many months af ter 1933 . Yet , loc a l conditions made it dif -

ficult to establish Nati on a l Soci a list p olitic a l institutions 

in the Western Hemisphere . 26 Naz ism in Ar g entina would have 

h a d to b e a L a tin ~meric a n br a nd of f a scism . European f a scism 

a dmitted to no cl as s distinctions , while L a tin Americ a n f a scism 

wa s desig ned purely to keep one cl a ss in power a t the expense 

27 of t h e other cl ass . 

Politica l p enetr a tion in Ar g entina , h owever , wa s not the 

sole purp ose of German p ropagand a . Politic a l penetrati o n wa s 

a vita l f actor in economic penetr a tion . Econ omic p enetr a tion , 

indeed , mi gh t have resulted in a sta te f a vor ably di s p osed to 
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Berli n g r anting the Reich economic c oncessions which would b e 

a s vita l , i f not more vi t a l , t h a n a ny politic a l concession . 

Berlin ' s a i m wa s to t r ad e with Argentin a , a s well a s wi th other 

La tin Americ a n sta tes , on such terms tha t their entire economic 

systems would eventu a lly b ecome tied .
28 

Imme d i a te ly a fter the First world War Ge rm a n tr ade with 

L a tin Americ a b ore no c omp arison with the pre - wa r d ays . Ge r man 

investme n ts h ad b een lost , a nd in 19 29 only Colombi a took a 

l a r ger percentage of i ts imports from Germany than in 1913 . 

Germany ' s tot a l exports in 1933 h a d f a llen from the 1932 fi g ure 

of 5 , 739 , 000 , 000 marks to 4 , 167 , 000 , 000 marks , resulting in a 

conversion of a f avor ab le b a l ance of tr ade of 1 , 083 , 000 , 000 

29 marks into a n adverse b a l ~nce o f 284 , 000 , 000 ma r ks . 

Raw ma teri a ls were needed ab ro ad . The re a r mament prog r am 

wa s a lready str a ining the nationa l economy , industri a l p roduc 

tion wa s slowing b ec ause the rel a tively high v a lue of the mark 

in i ntern a tion a l markets imp eded t he exp ort tr a d e , and foreign 

exchange was d i ff icult to ob t a i n . 30 

Thus , it wa s th a t the Reich , seeking to check defl a tion ary 

tendenc ies , turned with i n terest tow ards La tin Ame ric a , where 

t t h d 1 . . l 31 s a es a a r ge resources in r aw materi a s . In fact , during 

the 1 930 1 s La t i n Americ a ' s r aw ma teri a ls composed a s much a s 

ninety- nine per cen t o f her tot a l exports . 32 And Germa ny needed 
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those r aw ma teri a ls , but she did not wish to dev a lue the mark . 

The only a lterna tive wa s to devise a scheme which wou l d stimu

l a te German exports to La tin America by reducing their p rice 

without disturbing the mark , thus en abling the Reich to ob-

. d d b h . d . 33 
t a in in exch ange the p rim ary p roducts nee e y er in ustries . 

p l a n devised by the Naz i financial wizard Hj a lm a r Scha cht 

involved the use of compens a tion marks , g ener a lly known a s Aski 

marks . This "mark" wa s n o t money a t a l l but a credit . The 

p rocess , worked out by tre a ty b etween Germ any a nd La tin ?\.meric r1.n 

countries , involved pay ing La tin Americ a n countries for their 

r a w materia ls in marks which h ad twice the v a lue of those marks 

outs i de Germ any a nd could b e used only for the purcha se of Germ a n 

34 g oods . The ski mark wa s , therefore , a discount in rel a tion 

to the mark . Thus , while the Reich cou l d cl a im tha t her cur 

rency h ad been main t a ined a t its old parity , she a lso enjoyed 

the adv an t ages to b e derived from a depreci a ted currency in 

h t d . th L . "- . 35 er r a e wi a t1n ~,,er1c a . 

That this system o f tr ading , which wa s , in f act , b 2rter 

wa s to the adv antage of the Reich ma y be judg ed fr om the f act 

tha t b etween 1932 a nd 1936 German i mpo r ts fr om Lat i n Ame ric a 

r os e 21 p e r c e n t , and Ge rman exp orts to La tin Ame r ic a rose 83 

per c e n t ; whil e in the s ame period , to t a l world imports from 

L a tin America incre a sed only 1 per cent , and exports rose 34 
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p er cen t . 36 I n the c ase of Ar g entina , i mports from Germany 

i n 19 36 incre ased 50 p er cent over 193 5 , while exports to 

Ge rmany i ncreased 1 50 per cent . And in 1937 , Ar g entine i m-

37 
p orts and exp or ts increas ed 50 per cent . 

To t h e Reich the econ omic riche s of Ar g entina h ad long 

b een a ttr active . But it wa s not only her agricultur a l riches 

wh ich a ttr acted Ber l in . The Rei c h h ad n o t over look e d Arge nt i na ' s 

potenti a l o il fie l ds . Nor i s oil the on l y miner a l f ound i n 

Argentin a , for she a lso possesses tin , ma ng anese , and ur a nium . 

But perhaps most imp ortant of a ll to Germa ny wa s the discovery 

in 1938 of . h . .c: • 38 ric vein O L iron ore . 

By t h e l a te 1930 1 s the fu t ure course of Ar g entine economic 

p olicy , and of German economic penetr a tion wa s not e asy to de 

termine . I n his 1939 mess ag e to the leg isl a ture , Ar g en t ine 

President Roberto M. Orti z , in d efend ing the barter agreement 

with Germany , sta t ed: "It is only natur a l t ha t b y mere force 

o f g r avita tion our purchases s h ould b e directed tow ards coun

tries which accep t payment in kind . " These words h ad a n ominou s 

ring , and a lthough Orti z cl a i med tha t such a p rocedure wa s in no 

way p referenti a l , and tha t by concluding barter agreements 

Ar gentina wa s not adop ting foreign doctrines or systems o f eco

nomic p ol i c y , t heir e ff ect wa s b ound to b e felt in her fu t ure 



economic policy , a nd to be a n encour agement to those within 

Ar g entina who soug ht to cha nge her politic a l system . 39 

12 
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CHAPTER II 

THE GE R.Mi\N I NFLUENCE ON THE ARGENTI NES DURI NG THE 19 30 ' s 

Na z ism grew in Germ a ny a s a n ultr a - n a tiona listic force .
1 

And the most successful Nazi prop ag a nda in Argentin a wa s th a t 

. d . . 1 · 2 
which empha size l rgentine n a t1ona ism. The b a sis for Argentine 

n a tiona lism is rooted in the p ol itic a l liber a lism of the nine 

teenth century , a s illustra ted in the writings o f Ba rtolom~ 

Mitre a nd Domingo S a rmiento . Its objectives , a fter the f a ll o f 

the Jua n Manuel de Ros a s tyr a nny in 1852 , were to comba t provin 

ci a lism a nd to a tta in the unity o f the country . The movement 

shifted a fter 18 90 from a benevolent ende avor to the emotion a l 

a ssertio n of cultur a l superiority a nd the dem a nd for economic 

independence from f oreign c a pita l . It expressed a n aggress ive , 

if not expansionist , p osition regarding interna tion a l a ff a irs . 3 

During the 1930 1 s there emerged two b a sic types of rlrgentine 

n a tiona lism : liber a l a nd integr a l . Libera l n a tiona lism wa s 

defined a s belief in interna tiona l cooper a tion a nd an empha sis 

on person a l libert ies within the sta te . 4 Integr a l n a tiona lism, 

on the other hand , rejected symp a thy for a nd cooper a tion with 

other n a tions a nd opposed a ll liberties when they interfered 

with the a ims of the sta te . 5 

rlfter a brie f interlude o f integr a l n a tionalist dicta tor -
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/ 

ship in 1930 and 1931 under Jose Felix Uriburu , the liber a l 

n a tiona list f action won control of the a rmy for more than a 

dec ade . And its position wa s strengthened by the f act tha t 

its le ader , Gener a l Agustfn P . Justo , served a s pres i dent from 

1932 until 1938 . This peri od of corrupt pseudodemocr a cy under 

the restored l anded aristocr acy a nd their p ol itic a l a llies be 

c a me known a s t h e Inf amous Dec ade , 1932 - 1943 . This period wa s 

ch ar acterized b y electora l fr aud , g overnment corruption , a nd 

a free field for forei g n investment in ~rgentin a . During this 

dec ade , n a tion a listic army o f ficers lost a ll f a ith in profes -

. 1 1 · . . 6 siona po 1t1c1 ans . 

The Justo regirae bore marks o f f a scism . But Europ e a n 

f a scism a ttr a cted many Ar g entines a t tha t time , p articul arly 

b -"' t h . 1 · 7 me m ers O I e mi ita ry . German a ctivities in Argentina bene -

fited by the f act tha t the Third Reich wa s rega rded with a cer-

8 t a in sympathy b y the Argentine a r med forces . The Germ a ns 

h a d tried for many ye ars , even before the advent of Na zism , to 

influence the 1 rgentine military . Germa ny f ollowed the s ame 

princip le a s used in other L a tin Americ an countries : tha t of 

9 inviting officers to study in Germ any . Hundreds of Argentin e 

o f ficers were sent to Germany a t some point in their c a reer 

for addition a l tr a ining . There they receiv e d an accept ~nce 



. 1 h 10 not offered to them by the g overning c a sses a t ome . Most 

i mportan t , Germa n indoctrination devel op ed a n awareness among 

the Ar g entine off icer cl a ss tha t t h e y were a superior group , 

. . . . f 11 h aving an heroic mission to per orm. 

18 

Officers destined f or key p osts in the g ener a l sta ff and 

h i gh echelons of t he a rmy were g iven advanced tr a ining in the 

Es cuel a Superior de Guerr a . This wa r a c ademy wa s the hub fr om 

which German inf l u ence s p re ad through the Ar g entine a rmy . Or 

g an i z ed in 1901 on the Prussi an model , it wa s sta ffed l a rgely 

by a German tr a ining mission under its first director , Colonel 

Al f red Arendt . From 1901 until 1914 , German officers instructed 

t h e future Ar gentine milit~ry le ~ders . Beg inning in 190 5 , Ar g en

tine army offi cers were sent to Germany f or mil it ary tr a ining , 

and from 1 909 until 1914 , six students from t h e wa r ac ademy 

1 2 a ttended German maneuvers annu a lly . 

When the German mis sion wa s rec a lled in 1914 to serve i n 

the First ivorld Ha r , its influ e nce wa s perpetr a ted by Argen tine 

off i cers who h ad served a s assistants . Soon a fter t h e war , the 

Argentine g overnment e ng ag ed a six- man miss ion he aded by Gener a l 

w. J . Kretchmer . 13 The Socialist b loc in the Ar g entine leg is 

l a t ure , through Depu t y Ju an An toni o Sol ari , denounced the exis 

tence i n the Arge n tine ar my o f these Germa n instructors in 1932 . 

Nevertheless , they rema ined in t h e Argentine budget until 1939 . 14 
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Fr a nce h ad tr adition a lly been Germany ' s riva l for military 

influence in La tin America . After the First World Wa r , French 

e fforts to make inroads into the r g entine a rmy were effective

l y b locked by t hen Inspector Gener a l Uriburu , wh o h ad spent 

six months in tr a ining with t h e Uhl an Gu a rds o f Berlin in 1908 . 

When appo in ted inspector g ener a l in 1923 , he n amed a s his ad 

viser Genera l Wilhelm von Fa upel , who exercised considerable 

in f luence in the a r my until 1927 . 1 5 The r e were eighteen 

~rgentine o ff icers studying in Ge rm a ny by 1939 , but only five 

. 1 6 i n Fr ance . 

Sympathy with Ge rm a ny wa s especi a lly strong in the a ir 

17 force . Gener a l Ar mando Verdaguer , t he a ir force chief , made 

an e xtens ive trip through Germany in 1938 a t t h e i nvita tion 

o f Field Marsh a l Hermann Goering . Verdaguer wa s person a lly 

decor a ted by Hitler wi th the order of the Germ a n Ea g le . 1 8 And 

a s a result o f this visit Ar g entina ordered twenty German 

1 f 
. . 19 p anes or tr a i n i ng purp oses . 

German mi litary organ i z a tions in Ar g entina were among 

those org an i z a tions found in a pu b lica tion entitled Deutsche 

Verein e , published in Be r lin in 193 5 . Listed were German or

g a n i z a tions o f a ll types in Sou t h Ame ric a . The n ames a nd ad 

dresses o f those org aniz a tion s in <lr g entina covered thirteen 

20 pages . There were sever a l Germ a n mili t ary org an i z a tions , c o rn -



20 

p osed mostly o f German citizens , wi t hin Ar g ent i n a : t h e Uni 6n 

Alernana de Guerreros Imperi a les , made u p o f f ormer German sol 

diers ; t he Un i6n Nac ion a l Soci 2. lista Alemana de !-1ar i na , a n av a l 

organ i z a t ion ; the Uni6n Germano - Argentina , made u p o f German s 

a nd Ar g entines ; t he Fede rac i6n Imperi a l nar a ejercicios f i~ic os , 

compo s ed o f v arious a thletic g roup s ;
21 

t he Reiter Sturm, t he 

Brown Shirt c av a lry ; the F leiger Sturm, the Naz i Ai r Corp s i n 

. 22 , r g entin a . 

There were a lso p ro- Nazi organiz a tions of t ypes other 

t han milita r y in Ar g entina ; organ i z a tions whose me mbership wa s 

1 . 23 most y Ar g entine . The l a r g est o f these n a tion a list org ani -

zations wu.s the Ali anz a de l a Juve n tud N2.cion a lista , the Nati on -

list Youth All i ance , which had about 1 0 , 000 me mbe rs . It wa s 

h e aded by Gener a l J u an Bautista Molina , a retired army o f f i cer , 

who oper a ted the Ali a nz a on a storm troop er b a sis . Na z ism wa s 

n ot op enly a dvoc a ted , but the organiz a tion did f a vor internment 

c amps for lib e ral deputies and p oliticia ns and i t wa s f l agr antly 

. . . 24 . "' h d . h . ant i - Se mitic . Enrique Oses , tee itor oft e p ro - Axis news -

1 P b f h 
. . 25 paper~ ampere , wa s a me m er o t e organi z a tion . 

The .;'.\.li anz a wa s t he ma jor successor to the Legi on c{vica 

Argentina , or Civic Le g ion , the oldest n a tion a list organ i z a ti on 

f ounded in 1 9 30 by Uriburu to keep surveill a nce over his p oli -
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tic a l enemies . Strongly influenced by Italian fascism , it 

26 devel op ed support in the Argentine a rmy . The Legion g a thered 

in young r adic a ls , organized them , uniformed them in brown 

27 
shirts , and drilled them for military duty . The Leg ion 

d i rected much of its energy ag a inst a conserva tive workmen ' s 

org aniz a ti on known a s the Gener a l Feder a tion o f Labor .
28 

The 

Leg ion h ad 150 , 000 members by 1938 .
29 

However , af ter 1938 , 

the p olicy o f the Legi on wa s l a r g ely t aken over by other g roups 

such a s the Ali anz a which were more cle arly affili a ted with and 

instiga ted by Na zism a nd which were more aud acious and belli -

h 
. 30 

gerent tha n t e Leg ion . 

All these cl amoring f actions produced many prop ag and a 

org ans , most successful o f which wa s El P ampero , a big d a ily 

newsp aper under Germa n subsidy . 31 It first appe a red in 193 9 

a nd wa s more thoroughly a tool of the Germ a n Emb a ssy th ~n ~ny 

h t . 1· 32 ot er n a iona ist organ . 

Almost a s thoroughly org a nized a nd a s effective a s Nazi 

printed p rop ag ~nda , Germ a n r adio bro adc a sting in Argent i n a de 

veloped r ap idly in t h e 1930 1 s . Loc a l sta tions rel ayed 89 

progr ~ms from Germ any in 1934 , the nu mber wa s 1 45 in 193 5 , 

a nd t he tot a l wa s 239 in 1936 . 33 Direction a l r ad io bro adc asts 

from Germany to Argentina were well pl a nned a nd p opul a r with 



22 

the Argentines , a ccording to a report from Assist a nt United 

S t a tes ' Tr ade Commissioner Rol and Welch in Berlin in 1938 . 

Welch reported th a t only those Germ a n announcers who could 

spe ak Spanish fluently were a ssigned to the broadc a sts . 

L a tin Americ a ns visiting Germany were invited to a ppe a r on 

these progr ~ms a nd discuss their impressions of Germ a ny . 

L a tin America n students living in Germany a ppe a red on a spe

ci a l prog r a m e a ch month . These r adio appe a r ances by L a tin 

imeric a ns were usu a lly not rehe arsed , but the content of the 

mess ages wa s supervised to a cert a in extent , a ccording to the 

34 
rep ort . 

The most active Ge rman p ropaganda agency operating in 

L a tin ;"\meric a wa s t h e Ibero- .uneric a n Institute . Oper a ted from 

Berlin by Genera l Fau p el , this agency wa s very hospitable to 

L a tin .Americ a n students a nd writers . I t controlled a s much 

a s p ossib le wha t students s a id about Ge rmany af ter returning 

home . It mainta ined a close wa tch on a ll L a tin .:'\.meric a n n a tion

a list movements , re a ding a s much p ro - Nazi feeling into them a s 

p o ss i b le through its c a rd index control of writers a nd s p e akers . 

The entire organ i za tion wa s a ma sterful exa mple of German tho 

roughness a nd underst a nding tha t ideolog ic a l penetr a tion shou l d 

b e gu ided first by cultur a l penetrat ion , which could b e a chieved 
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Minister brought a p owerful n ew i ns trume nt into pl a y , a com

bin a t ion o f German d i p loma tic estab lishme nts und German pr i -

. . b d 40 v a te citizens a ro a . 

The e ff ect on the Ge rm a n Emb a ss y i n Buenos Aires wa s elec 

tr ic . 41 In Argent i n a in the fisc a l year 1939 , it spent 884 , 500 

pesos ; in the f isc a l ye a r 1 940 , 3 , 13 6 , 400 ;
42 

and in t he fisc a l 

4 3 y e ar 1 941 , 5 , 98 3 , 100 . In addition , the e mbassy ' s volume o f 

bank ing oper a tions increa sed after 1938 . In the fisc a l ye a r 

1941 , the e mbassy received 6 , 1 5 7 , 400 pesos fr om loca l bank ac 

c ounts o f Berlin fin anci a l institutions. 44 An analysis o f p a -

men ts showed t hat o f the tota l exp e nded by the e mbassy , only 

221 , 1 50 doll ars , or app rox i ma tely 1 , 10 5 , 800 p esos , was neces -

1 
. 45 s a ry f o r actua running expenses . 

f orm o f checks issu ed to 11 be 2.rer . 11 

Expe nd i tures were in t he 

Bu t it wa s i mpossib le to 

determine the dest i n a t ion , since t h e Ar gentine bank ing l aws 

Ll.6 
did not require e ndor semen t by the p ayee . · 

The i ntens ive propagand a activities o f t h e German Embassy 

i n Buenos Aires were f irst reported to the ~r g entine Ministry 

o f Foreign Aff a ir s i n 1936 by the Ar g entine l\mbas s ad or i n Berlin , 

Eduardo Laboug le , bu t no s tep s were t aken to curb thes e acti 

vities . Ambass ad or Lab ougle sent to the Ar g entine g overnment 

in 1938 a map showing how Ar g entina wa s to b e deprived o f 

Pa t ag oni a , the Territory o f Misiones , and p~rts o f t h e p rovinces 
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o f corrientes and Santa F~ when t he Na z is g ot a r ound to redr aw

ing the map o f South .'\.meric a . Yet Ar g entin e g overnment offi 

ci a ls a nd army offi cer s l aug h e d a t the i d e a tha t Argentin a 

might h ave anything to fe a r i n the way o f a Na z i inv asion or 

interfe renc e with its politic a l and economic sta tus quo . 

d . d . 4 7 Lab oug le was tr ansferre to Rio e J an eiro . 

The f irst public n o te o f the a lleg ed p lot was t aken e arly 

in 1938 , when the g overnors o f two Ar gentine ter ritories , 

Misiones and La Pampa , cha r ged th a t Germans in their are a s were 

e ngaged in 11 ant i - Argentine 11 activities . The g overnors • accu

s a t ions went a l most unnoticed . But on May 18 , 1938 , Ar g entines 

were electrified by a speech in the n a tiona l Chamber o f De puties . 

Deputy Enrique Dickm~nn , a Soci a list fr om Buenos Aires , mad e 

a copiously documented pub l ic expost o f Na zi activi tie s i n the 

country . His speech wa s so star tling to the Chamber tha t it 

suspended i ts rules to p e rmit Dickma nn to s p e ak for two and 

one - h a l f h ours . He named Na zi le aders in the country a nd pre -

d d . 1 d 1 ' f h . . . d b h · 48 sente a eta i e 1st o t eir org aniza ti o ns an me m ers ip . 

This speech proved to be one o f f our de l ivered by Dickm~nn 

in 1938 and 1 9 39 i n a n a ttemp t to rouse Argentin a to f ace the 

Na z i men ace . "The evil o f Nazi - F ascist i nf iltra t ion h a s ac 

qui r ed extension a nd d epth , " he asserted ; "its venom i s so sub

tle and s o penetr a ting tha t m~ny peop le in our country h a v e suc 

cumbed to it . 11 49 Dickma nn wa s soon joined in his crus ade by 
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De puty Ra~l Darnonte Taborda , a Radic a l from Buenos Aires . To 

g ether they urg ed the Ch a mber to establish a committee on 

anti - , r g entin e activities . The Chamber wa s a t first reluct~nt 

to form such a comra ittee ; a nd it wa s not until 1940 tha t the 

Committee on ~nti - Ar g entin e Activities wa s a t l e st cre a ted 

under the cha irmansh i p of Darnonte Taborda . This committee did 

wh a t it could to exp ose a nd stern the rising tide of Naz i in -

1 
. . 50 f uence in Ar g entina . 

Darnonte Tabord a decl ared to the Chamber in 1939 tha t Naz i 

p enetr a tion o f Pa t agoni a h ad a lre a d 
51 b e g un . In f act , Germun 

designs on South i\meric a c a n be tr a ced as f a r b a ck a s the 1880 1 s , 

when a German author n cilled von Valser fffiic] sta ted : "North .:\rne r i -

c a b elongs to t h e Anglo- S 2.xons ; but in Latin Ame r ic a a new , 

52 thriving Germany ought to rule within thirty years . '' Wilhelm 

Sievers , a p rofessor a t t he Un iversity of Giessen , in 1903 in 

hi s b ook , Sudamerik a u nd d ie Deutschen Interessen , sta ted : " If 

the Ge rman e mpire wishes to recover its t h re a tened p ower p osi 

tion on l and , i t ought to a c qu ire influence ••• i n South 

;\meric a . 11 5 3 Then , R . Tun nenb e rg wrote a b ook i n 1911 enti t led 

Gross Deutsch l and , which conta ined two inscrip tions : " Eng lish 

Sou t h Americ a " 2.nd " Ge rman Sou t h .\rnerica , " the southern p&rt . 

The German section w~s composed of Bol iv i a , Par agu ay , Urug u a y , 
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Ar g entina , a nd Chil e . Tannenberg expl a ined in deta il how to 

p opul a te these countries and h ow by 19 50 they would be domi -

5 4 n a ted by Germany . And there were other German writers , like 

E . von Liebert , for example , who in 1907 advised Ar g entine 

. . 55 c onquest by me ans o f German emigr a tion . 

The f irst ins t ance in which written matter had b een sub 

mi tted to support charges of German designs on Pa t agoni a oc 

curred on .March 31 , 1 9 39 . On that date , the :trgentine neHs -
., 

paper Notici a s Gr a f ic a s publish e d a document which wa s supposed 

to be a f acsimile of a rep ort concerning Ge r man occupa t ion of 

Pa t ag on i a . 56 The rep ort , d a ted J a nu ary 11 , 1937 , wa s purp orted 

to be a dispa tch to t he Reich Coloni a l Office signed by t he 

counselor o f the Ge r man Emb a ssy in Buenos Aires , c . von Schubert , 

and ~he he ad o f the Germ~n Na tion a l Soc i a list Pa r t y in Argentina , 

Alfred 1tiller . Includ e d were military and communic a tions map s , 

photog r aphs of stra tegic p oin ts , p l ans o f Argentine defenses 

d ·1 d h . d 5 7 a n oi reserves , an o t er p ertinent a t a . 

The d ocument deta iled p l ans f or org anizing Na z i esp ion age 

in the six Argentine territories comprising t h e southern p ar t 

of Argentin a f ormerly known c>. s P a t ag on i a , Rn a re a which p ossessed 

v ast oil supplies and Ha s of gre a t str a teg ic i mporta nce since 

it d omi n a ted t he Stra its o f Mag ell a n . Describ ing this reg ion 
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a s "only sparsely popuL1ted , " it a lleged tha t the Argentine 

g overnment had never established full control over the terri 

tory in the manner required for its effective occupa tion and 

coloniz a tion , and it could be thus legally considered a 

no - man ' s - l and suitable for a nnex a tion b Germany for use a s a 

58 Germun colony . 

The document decl ared tha t espionag e contacts h a d been es 

t ablished in the Argentin e Ministries of War , Marine and ~gri 

culture , in the Co ast De fens e he adqu arters , the Bure au o f Mines , 

the Sta nd ard Oil Company , and the Na tiona l Bank . The espion age 

system wa s directed from seven key p oints : first was the Ger -

ma n Embassy and Consul a te , second the Germ an Ch amber of c ommerce , 

third were two German b anks , and fourth was Lahusen , a Germ an 

firm controlling the export of wool from Pa t agoni un sheep f arms ; 

the fifth point wa s a German shipping compa ny , Antonio M. Defino , 

agents for the Hamburg South ,uneric a Line , the sixth two local 

Germ~n societies , und the seventh the Germ un Labor Front in 

. 59 Argentina . 

i photosta tic copy of this document w~s sent to Ar g entine 

" President Roberto ti . Ortiz , by a certa in Heinrich Jurges , who 

offered him " a whole trunkful" of documents reve aling Nazi a c -

tivities in Argentin a . ~· Jurges decl e red he was a t one time 

secretary to Goebbles but h ad become anti - Na zi following the 
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i mpris onment o f his wife in a German concentr a tion c amp . He 

s a id tha t f or revenge he h ad used his p osition ~s Buenos Ai res 

represent ntive o f a German electrica l firm to c ollect f acts 

ab out Na z i ambitions in Ar g e nt ina . 6O 

Following f ive weeks o f i nvestig a tion b y Ar g entine courts , 

however , the prosecut i ng a ttorney f ound the authentic ity of the 

61 d ocument could not be p roved . And t he Ge rman Emb assy issued 

62 a sta t ement tha t the document wa s " a gross forgery ". The 

news of this plot , however , effectively dispelled any illusions 

tha t still might h ave existed in Argentina tha t there were li -

. h b . . h d · 6 3 m1ts tote am 1t1on o f t e Ge r man 1cta t or . 

President Orti z issu ed a decree on Nay 1 5 , 1 9 39 , making 

ma nd a tory the dissolution o f t h e Na z i Party and a ll o ther p oli 

tic a l org aniz a tions directed from abro ad . The new decree b ~nned 

a ll f oreign pol itic a l insign i a , u n iforms , b anner s , or songs a nd 

forb ad e activities f or or ag a i nst pol itic a l i nsti tu t ions o f 

f . t . 64 ore 1g n coun r1es . 

However , the f irst report o f t he Comm ittee on Anti - Argentin e 

Activities on Aug ust 29 , 1941 , revealed tha t , even though Presi 

dent Ortiz h ad dissolved the Ge r man National Soci a list Party 

in 1 939 , i t continued to op e r a te . It h ad merely c h ang ed its 

n ame t o the Federacion d e Circulos Alemanes , dr awing its leader -
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ship in 1 rgentin a fr om the German Emb assy and from German busi -

65 ness and industri a l le aders in the country . 

In the city of Buenos Aires the Nazi Party h ad a t le ast 

400 meeting p l aces by 1940 , some in pr iva te residences , o thers 

in beer h a lls , German bus iness houses , and export- import ware 

houses . The Party h ad 30 , 000 members in Buenos Aires , o f which 

20 , 000 belonged to the Storm Troops . In addition , the Gest apo 

h ad agents in separ a te groups i n f orty - seven z ones in the 

. l 66 c ap ita . 

document presented to t he Argentine Congress on May 18 , 

1938 , by Deputy Dickm ann revealed the perfect coordin a tion be 

tween the Buenos Aires organiz a tion and other component p arts 

. l . . 67 of the River P a te organ iz a tion . This document , pub li shed 

in Germany in 1933 , set f orth everything which must be done in 

foreign countries f or the spre ad of 1az i ide a s in order to win 

converts . Giving speci a l a ttention to Argentin a and Br a zil , it 

sta ted how r adio and news services were to be controlled . 

Careful deta ils were given ab out the tourist and cultur a l pro

p ag anda which must be c arried out , offering free trip s to Ger 

many with a ll expenses p a id for certa in selected persons in 

order th a t they might receive impressions and instructions there . 

It a lso g ave det a ils for motion picture a nd r adi o propag~nda and 

. 11 f b d · · d · · · 68 especi a y or ro a c asting clazi octrine a t certa in times . 
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Referring to propaganda in L a tin ]\merica , t he document 

sta ted : 

As a g ener a l rule , whenever a n effort is 
made t o e xerc i se such material inf l uenc e over 
certa i n f o r e ign p ers o n a li tie s , c a re mus t be 
taken t hat the re shall be n o tr a ce wh a tever 
left of the operati o n . Payments must be made 
only in c a sh and privately from pers o n to per 
s o n . 

It is part i c ul ar ly imp ort 2.nt tha t a ll 
p ossible forms o f p ropaganda be brought to 
b e a r on university students and tha t their 
sympa thy b e won to Nat ion a l Soci a list ide a s . 
~ccording to informa tion in our p ossession , 
the students , especi a lly in L a tin _'\meric a , 
hav e a cqu i red a n ever g rowing p olitica l in 
fluence , a nd it is i mper a tive tha t we exploit 
this influence in f a vor o f GerD~n propaganda 
in foreign countries . It is a lso just a s i m
p ortant to gain the sympathy and support of 
university p rofessors , b ec ause they n a tur a lly 
exercise g re a t influence on the students a nd 
usu a lly a re e a sily bribect . 69 

Naz i propag2.nda , Di ckmann a lleg ed , wa s f a r nore d a ngerous 

th a n th a t of the Ita li a n f a scists . Whi le It a li a ns usu a lly 

merged their p ersonality with tha t o f t he countries where they 

established themselves , Germ a ns rem a ined a loof a nd p rovided 

excellent soil for t he g rowth o f extremist ide a s , no ma tter 

how opposed they might b e to the institutions of their adopted 

70 country . _"'.\.nd while the Gernan p opul at ion wa s much sm a ller 

th an the It a li a n , the Germ a ns were more methodic a l th a n the 

71 
It a li a ns a n d more aggressive in their p r o p agand a . The Ger -

mans in ~r gentina b elong ed to a higher soci a l cl a ss th a n did 

the Ita li a ns . !lost Ger:nans were a rtis uns or professiona l 2.nd 

bus iness rnen , while the bul k o f Itali a ns were l aborers .
72 
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IIowever , b oth f ascist and Naz i penetr a tion in Ar g e ntina 

wa s f acilita ted by t h e f act t hat there wa s mu ch more fear o f 

. . h . 73 leftist extremism tha n rig tist . Ar g entin e sympathy f or 

the f ascist and Naz i r egimes wa s a result of a strong f e a r , 

. 1 d d f · · 7 4 either re a or p reten e , o Russi a n comnunism . 

Con seque ntly , t here were le ade rs i n Ar gen tin a wh o d e fended 

f c1sc i sm . Se n a t or na t { a s Sanchez Sorond o , a we a lthy l .J.ndowner 

a nd one o f t h e most r e action ary o f t h e Conserv a tives who h ad 

been minister o f the interior under Pres i den t Uriburu , de livere d 

a s p eech i n d e fense o f f a scism in the Ar g entine Se n a te on · ovem

b er 24 , 1 9 36 : 

Fascism is resp ectful o f our soc i a l organ i 
zation ; the St a tes o f this typ e , wha tever b e their 
methods o f action , intend to i nvig or a te the soli 
c itorship of t hei r own country ; they want the 
collective h appiness o f t heir inhabitants ; they 
wan t the b etterment of life . 

You c ~n a r gue ab ou t t he rig h tness o f their 
institutiona l pr i ncip les , of their p olitica l 
concepts , o f their econ omi c i d e a s , but you c an 
n ot deny tha t t hey are founded upon t he s ame 
b ases a s our civiliz a tion ••• The Russi a n 
revolution with its tr ag ic consequences f or 
t hose ensl aved p eop le ; t h e Sovieti z a tion of 
Spa in with its courting o f inexp ress able h orrors ; 
the abyss in which Fr a nce is sinking l itt l e by 
little . And the magnificent r e surrection o f 
I t a ly and Ge rmany , which domin a te t h e Europ e an 
scene with their re a list politics and a r e forg ing 
a n ew conscience disciplined to oppose the in
tern a tiona l terrorism o f the Bolshev i ks who a re 
try ing to i mpose on the world the i deolog ies o f 
Mar x and Len i n . 75 

Hhen a proposed l aw for the suppression o f commun ism wa s 
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under considerat ion i n the ,trgentine Sen a te in 1937 , sever a l 

• • ,I / 
senators exp ressed an opposi t e vie w from th a t o f Ma ti a s Sanchez . 

Sen a tor Li s andro d e l a Torre st a ted , "The dic t a t orship o f t he 

proletGri a t ••• is not the only d a nger ••• Equ a lly fe ar 

f ul are the f ascist d icta t orships . There is n o difference be 

tHeen dicta torships ; c.111 e q u nlly o ffend humiJ.n d i gnity . 117 6 

n simil ar s p eech WiJ.S made by Sen a tor Edu a rdo Laurenceni a : 

Hy p e rs on a l and p olitica l p osition i n re 
gar ds to this prop osed l aw is well kn own . My 
liberal p o s ition , my opposition to despotic 
reg i mes , my repudi a t ion o f violence a s a me ans 
o f i mposing ide a s and institutions , the resp ect 
tha t I p rofess f or human rights a nd liberties , 
my devotion to democr a tic f orms o f g overnment , 
my res i sta nce t o excessive i nterv ention by the 
S t a te i n the economi c a nd soci a l order , place 
me decidedl y i n fr ont o f a ll e x tremes , whatever 
their d e n omi nat ion or tendency . 77 

Nhe n I c onsid er the situa t ion o f Russi a 
and Germany , it g rieves me tha t t h ose countries 
hiJ.ve arrived at a socio- p olitic a l sta t e t h a t 
make tolerable three v iolent d icta t ors ••• And 
I fervently des ire ••• th a t Ar g e n tina ~ges not 
fa ll und e r t he y oke of mor a l perversion . 

The Executive Br anch does not see more 
than t he communist d anger in the workers ' move
men t , in the f ield o f production , and in educ a 
tion . I t has n o t seen , n or d oes it g ive i mpor 
t a nce to the d ange r o f f ascism , which appe ar s 
in the disguise o f nat ion a lis99 and in t h e mask 
o f p ol it ic a l regener ncy ••• 

The Naz i thre a t in ~r g entina h a d b econ e re a l by 1940 . It 

wa s a g rowing i mpulsive , revolutionary movement which took a d -
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v ~ntnge o f every f avor able opportunity . It wa s c har acterized 

by uninterrup ted p ropagand 2 ntt ~cks throug h newspapers , leaf 

le t s , r adio st~t ions , 2nd by a ttempts to bring p ressure on p ri 

va te individu als t h rough p e r son~! cont acts . Meeting few ser ious 

8 0 obstacles , t h e movement b ec ~me b older . 
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CHAPTER III 

NAZ I I NFLUENCE DURI NG THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

The outbre ak of the Second World War wa s a critic a l d a te 

in the growth of the Naz i movement in the dec ade from 1933 to 

1943 . The propaganda a nd activities of the Na zis were inten 

sified soon a fter the war began . Periodic a ls a nd news papers 

were published to serve the Germ a n c ause ; the informa tion ser 

vices a nd espion age a nd counterespionag e org aniz a tions sought 

sympa thizers to coll abor a te in their t a sks . Na tion a lists of 

a ll shades appe a red most suit able for such jobs , a lthoug h some 

of them , out of a sense of honor , refused to coll abor a te , where 

a s others accepted , on the principle of uniting for a c ause . 1 

The n a tion a lists , a gre a t ma jority of whom were me mbers of 

the oligarchy , a tt a cked the imperi a list powers from the outset , 

particul arly Gre a t Brit a in . Germ a n sources cont a ined abund ant 

ma teri a ls for ascert a ining the ch ar acter a nd me asuring the r a te 

of penetr a tion of British c apit a l into Argentin a , a nd there wa s 

no l a ck o f investiga tors to study the d a t a a nd thus feed the 

anti - i mperi a list ze a l of the n a tion a list g roup s . With th a t 

ma teri a l , and with less subst anti a l d a t a , n a tion a lism forg ed 

the belief tha t it wa s necess a ry to shake off the English yoke . 

To a ccomp lish this , Gre a t Brita in and the entire d~mocr a tic 
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world would h ave to be s mashed by the German forces . These 

ide a s h ad unity , and n a tion a lism wa s p ro - Naz i by virtue o f 

these beliefs . 2 

Pr i or t o the wa r , the il l us i on prevail ed i n La t in Am e r i ca , 

a s in the Un ited St a tes, t h a t t h e Atl a ntic Oc e an wou l d b e enough 

to protec t t he Wes tern Hemisphere fr om the effects of a Naz i 

victory in Europe . nd the ide a fitted admir ably into the 

schemes of Hitler ' s p ropagand a office . In the c a se of La tin 

Am eric a , however , Naz i agents h ad a much richer f ield for ex

p loit a tion tha n this fa lse feeling of security ; they h a d a t 

their dispos a l , a nd wa iting onl y to be man i pu l a ted , the deep 

distrust which certa in Lat in Americ an circles reserve for a ny 

action or p rop os a l orig in a ting in Wash i ngton . As soon as t he 

Europ e an war st a rted , t h e "g eop olitici a ns " and histori ans of 

t he Th ird Reich set themselves with Teutonic z e a l to the t a sk 

o f scrutinizing the a rchives f or every unhappy f act which could 

b e rec a lled to the minds of Latin American s concern ing their 

rel a tions with t h e Un ited St a tes . 3 

There existed , however , a more p oten t appe a l : the a r gument 

th a t only a Hitler victory could s a ve the Lat in ;\meric a n eco

nomy from comp lete stagn a tion . Nazi agents e mphas i zed t ha t 

Lat in l\meric an countries not only had nothing to fe a r from Hitler 
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so f a r a s their indep endence wa s concerned bu t would benefit 

economic a lly by a " New Order" in Europ e . La tin Americ a n g oods 

would flood Europ e a fter the wa r , t ak ing t he p l ace o f those 

exports wh ich f ormerly c ame from the defe a ted countries . The 

exploited prolet ari a n n a tion s of t h e Western He mi sphere would 

free thems elves forever f rom t he hum ili a ting tutel age of the 

" Bad Neighbor of the North " a nd join the splendid " New Or der 

o f the Haves Na tions . 11 4 

Norma n Ar mour , the Un ited S t a tes amb a ss ador in Ar g entin a 

in 1940 , acknowledged t he Na z i thre a t to the Western He misphere 

i n a teleg r am to t h e Secretary of St a te Cordell Hull : 

Referring to the communic a tions s tressing 
the vit a l i mporta nce o f economic consider a tions 
i n connection with questions of continenta l s oli 
d arity a nd defence , with p articul ar reference to 
Argentin a , I ~m forced to conclude th a t a crisis i s 
a t h a nd ~nd tha t a choice ma y h ave to be made in 
the very n e a r fu ture be t ween t ak ing decisive a nd 
perh aps unprecedented steps to p rovide these 
countries with a n economic a ltern a tive to wh a t 
the tot a litari an st a tes have in p rospect to of 
fer , or seeing this and p ossibly other South 
.i\merican countries t ake the first steps p rep a r a 
tory to f a lling with i n the German econ omic orb it 
with a prob ab le e nd to Americ a n solidarity a nd an 
op ening o f the way to the est ab lishment of Germa n 
economic , if not politic a l , heg emony in t h is part 
o f the Western Hem isphere . 

Speci a l reference is mad e to ••• sta tements 
by Dr . Federico Pinedo , former Minister o f F in ance 
under Presid e nt Justo a nd long a nd outst and i ng au -
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matters . It is impressive th a t he considers 
Ar gentina ' s economic situ a tion critic a l a nd 
th a t he accepts a s a matter of course th a t h is 
country ' s ultim a te a lignment will depend pri 
marily upon markets for its exp orts . He is 
fully a ware , because of his close associ a tion 
with persons h i ghly p l aced in governmental and 
fin anci a l circles , tha t German and Italian in 
fluences a re a lready 2ctively a t work in an 
ende avour to convince the : r g entines tha t it 
is in their best interest to do nothing th a t 
might c lose to them their Eur opean markets in 
the event of a German victory ••• 

Dr . P i nedo considers the issue of the 
g re a test import a nce , since he bel ieves tha t 
if Germany c a n be excluded from South Americ a 
and the British p ossessions , th a t country c an 
and will be defe a ted ultima tely , but tha t if 
it should succeed in b ecoming entrenched in 
South .\meric a its pos ition mi ght e asily b e in 
vulner able . It is bel ieved th a t there is much 
truth in wh a t he s ays both with respect to the 
i nmedi a te d anger a nd the consequences o f f a ilure 
to comb a t it in time . 

Whereas the present Government and the ma 
jority of the public a re inclined to f a vor ct 

continenta l p olicy of cooper a tion and ••• would 
prefer to be a ssoci a ted with the Un ited States 
r a ther th an Germany in the present crisis , there 
is no b linking to the f act th a t many doubt the 
desirability of cooperating with t he United States 
i n continenta l defence , some b ec ause o f n a tion a l 
v anity , some because of pr o - tota litari a n sympa thy 
or feeling th a t there is no d anger or b oth , bu t 
most because they re a lly doubt the abilit of 
the Uni ted States to a fford adequ a te protection 
to the whole Western Hemisphere in the first p l ace 
and particularly h ave little hop e of any Americ an 
solution of their economic pr ob lem in the second • 
. lthough a s previous l y reported the ~nger o f a ny 
serious a ttempt to repl ace the present Governmen t 
by one more friendly to the Germ a ns appears to 
h ave pass ed for the time b eing , this does not 
me an tha t the s~tu a tion is not r a ther fine l y 
b a l anced •••• 

44 
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The tr aditiona l p rin cip les o f Ar gen tine diplom a c y h ave 

b een a n insistence on t he ab solute sovereig n ty o f the n a tion , 

a n a void cmce of "ent angling a ll i a nces" with ~my o the r n a tion , 

a nd the rejection o f a ny p rop os a l for interv ention , eith e r 

unil a t er a l or multil a ter a l . 6 These s ame p oints were found 

i n the "Good Neighbor" policy of mu tu a l resp ect a nd cooper a tion 

out lined by Roosevelt in his in augur a l address o f 1933 . Sec 

retary o f St a te Cordell Hull agreed to a p a rti a l a b a ndonme nt 

of intervention a t the Montev ideo conference in December of 

1933 , a nd h is g ood will in this ma tter wa s demonstr a ted by 

the nullific a tion o f t h e P l a tt mendme n t in May , 1934 , and by 

the d e p a rture of t he Un ited St a tes Mar i n es f rom Ha iti tha t 

7 s ::i.me Aug ust . 

But Hull did not want non - interven tion to serve a s a n 

excuse f or the Un ited St a tes to isol a t e herself f rom the a f 

f a irs o f L cl. tin Amer i ca . The rising cloud o f Na tion a l Soci a lism 

in Europe g o ad ed the Un ited St a tes Secre t a ry o f Sta te by 193 6 

to consider t he tr ansforma tion of t h e P a n - Americ a n movement 

into a reg iona l security system . He would i mplement t his cours e 

o f action a t inter- Americ a n conferences held i n La tin Americ a 

in t he ye ~rs p r ior to and during the 8 
wur . 

Of a ll t he p rob lems and d a ng e rs th a t confronted President 
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Roosevelt and his advisers in the critic a l months o f May 

a nd June , 1940 , t h e issues o f Lat in Americ a and o f hemisphere 

d efense appe ared among t h e most urg ent . Though it appe a rs 

somewha t str ange in retrospect , it is a f act tha t the Un ited 

Sta tes Chiefs o f St a ff a t the time reg ar d ed the Naz i thre a t 

to South ,"\rneric a n countries a s p erh ap s t he most i mmedi a te d an 

g er to n a tion a l security . They therefore a ssigned questions 

o f hemisphere de f e ns e the hig hest p riority . 9 

At the Pan - Americ an Conference f or the Ma i nten ance o f 

Pe ace , held a t Buenos Aires in 1 9 36 , it wa s ag reed th a t food 

stuffs and r a w ma t eri a ls destin ed for the civil p opul a tions 

of warring n a tions could not in any circumst ances b e considered 

c ontr aband . 1 0 Hull , h e ading t he Un ited S t a tes de legat ion , re 

c ommended t hat the Americ an st a tes r esort to compulsory con

sulta t ion in c a se o f an a ttack by a n on - .;meric an p ower . Hi s 

p rop os a l a lso included the estab lishme nt o f a perman ent com

mittee o f t he forei gn mi nisters to initi a te consult a t ion p ro

cedures and the ~d opt ion by the o ther Americ nn r epublics o f 

U . d S 1 · . . 1 11 nite t a tes neutr a ity princip es . 

But the Hull pr og r ~m wa s not g reeted enthusi astic a lly by 

Argentin e Fore i gn Min i s ter Saav e dra Lama s . Ve h e men t ly defe nd

ing the principle o f s overeignty , h e rejected any plan which 
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would impose on a state the obliga tion to consult or col 

l ab or a te with its neighbors • . lso in t h e name of sovereignty 

h e denounced the prop os a l for the Pa n - Ameri c aniz a tion of neu 

tr ality , i ns isting tha t Argentine tr ade rel a tions with Europe 

wer e to b e left untouched . He successfully nullified the 

United Sta tes ob jective o f close inter - Americ an cooper a tion 

by forcing the other d elega t ions a t the conference to a ccep t 

volunta ry c onsulta tion in the f a ce o f a common d a ng er a nd by 

furthe r proscribing any act o f i n terventi on by one o f the 

. t. 1 2 contr acting p a r ies . 

The new Ar g entin e Foreign ll inister , Jost M. Cantilo s howe d 
I 

some reluct <1nce to part icip a te in t he next inter - ,1.rner ic v.n con

ference a t Li ma i n De c ember , 1938 , a nd st a yed on ly long enough 

to deliver a n opening address . By d irect appe a l to . r gentin e 

Pres i d ent Rober to H. Or ti z , Eull wa s ab le to g e t the chief 

executive to approve Ar genti n e p articip a tion in regu l a r con

sulta tive meeting s of the f o r eig n ministers . But Cantilo ' s 

v a c ill a t ory a ttitude pref i g ured difficulties t h a t Hull would 

f . . . . h 13 ace i n g etting Ar gent i n a to activa te er ag reeme n ts . 

When the wa r br ok e out i n Europ e i n Se p temb er , 1939 , mos t 

,1.rneric an republics were p rep ared for t h e i mpact . Ne arly a ll 

o f t h em h ad b een mad e sha r p l y aware of how the i mpending strug -
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g le would a ffect their security , interna l st ability , and n a tion a l 

1 4 economy . At t h e PanamL conference in Septenber , 1939 , even 

C2ntilo consented to a common decl a r a tion of hemispheric neu 

tr a lit tha t would a llow 1rgentin a to regul a te her own rel , tion-

1 5 ship with Europ e . This meeting a lso issued the Decl a r a tion 

o f P -in z--.r:1u. , which set up 7. 11 s -ifety b elt" a round t h e Hes tern Hemi 

sphere . :li thin this 1.re - the b elligerent n a tions were w.::. rned 

1 6 
n ot to commit a n h os tile cts . 

c,ntilo showed himself to be less coop er a tive in the inter 

vening months between the Panama confe renc e a nd the c a l ling o f 

the Havana c onferenc e i n J ul y , 1 940 . The d e monstration o f Ge rman 

mil itar y p owe r had strengthene d n a t ion a list a nd p ro - Germ a n sym 

pathi zers in ~rgentin a . Also , President Ortiz , suffering from 

what would prove t o b e a terrain a l illness , h ad tr ansferred 

executive resp onsibi lity to his Vice President , Ramon Ca stillo . 

Or ti z had long been a n a dmirer of Roosevelt , but his successor 

a n arch- conserva tive . 17 

Cantilo ' s deleg a tion a t the Hav ~n a conference balked a t 

Cordell Hull ' s two security me asures : ( 1) th a t an a tt a ck upon 

a ny n a tion by a non - ."\Jneric a n st a te would be considered a s a n 

, ct of aggression upon a ll ,"\Jneric a n st a tes and ( 2 ) tha t terri 

tory in the :lestern Lenisphere could not b e tr ansferred from 

. h . 1 8 one non - ."\.me ricv.n p ower to ;:mot er non - .::\meric cm p ower . 

in the c a se of the Lim 2 conference , I ull sough t the direct a p -



p rova l of President Ortiz , a nd , in doing so he by passed 

not on ly Foreign Minister Cantilo , but Acting President 

·11 19 Custi o . 
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Even thoug h President Ortiz accep ted the Convention of 

Hav a n a , he still refused to join a ny hemispheric progr am which 

wa s coercive in princip le or to agree to a collective p l a t -

form which showed p referen ce among the Eur ope an p owers . He 

state d his p osition a s follows : In a s much a s Gre a t Brita in 

h a d a st ake in the economic interests of the Ar g entine oli 

garchy , t he n a tur a l s ympathies o f the l a tter f avored the c ause 

of t h e . llies ; but since the economic indep e nde nc e o f ~r g entina 

d e p ended up on t he e x istence o f a tot ul Europe a n mar k et , t his 

l a r g er econonic consider a tion dicta ted a p olicy of "cl assic" 

neutr ality to a ll n ~tions . 20 The Havan a conference concluded 

Hull ' s g o a l to i nsu l a te the continen t from the menac e of European 

tota litari anism . With t h e loss of Presid ent Ortiz a s t h e active 

le ader of the country af ter July , 1940 , Ar gentine loya lties be

c ame too confused to p rovide t h e United Sta tes with much sup 

port in fu t ure e fforts tow ard inter - Americ a n solidarity . 21 

However , a cle Qr act of aggression , the a tt ack on Pe ~rl 

Harbor , led to the Rio De Janeiro meeting in January , 1942 . 22 

Although t his meeting fe l short of t h e expecta tions many held 



50 

for it , its achievements demonstr a ted the streng th o f the new 

inter - American system which had e merg ed since the Montevideo 

conference in 1933 . It adapted a p l an to mob ili z e t h e re 

sources o f t he Wes t e rn He misphere for victory , estab l i shed an 

Inter - ."\.meric v.n Defense Council , a nd approved a resolution to 

curb subversive activities t hrough ~n i nter - "\meric a n committee 

. . t "d 23 sitting a t Mon evi eo . 

Above a ll , i t recommended t hat a ll republics sever dip-

1 . 1 . . h h . 24 orna tic re a tions wit t e Axis . nu t Ar g entine Foreign 

!linister Enr ique Ruiz Guinazu defe a ted !-Tu ll ' s g o a l to ob t u. in 

un u.nimous support f or an i mmedi a te rup ture in diplom a tic re -

1 .:lt ions with t he Axis . Rather than ob ligatory action , the 

Ar g entine Foreign Minister pressured the head o f t h e United 

St a tes d elegation to the conference , Sumner Wells , to accept 

a compromise which reduced the United St a tes resolution to the 

f d 
. 25 st a tus o a me r e recommen a tion . 

The Ar g entine Ch~mber o f De puties approved a resolution 

i n Se p tember , 1942 , recommending a b re ak in d i p lomatic rel a 

tions with the Axi s . President Castillo , however , informed t h e 

p resid ent of the Chamber tha t the condu c t of foreign a ff a irs 

d . h h . 26 reste wit t e executiv e . Edmund Smith in his book Ya nkee 

Diplomacy summarized these events from his own p oint o f view : 



In _ r g entina , the Castillo reg ime h ad moved to 
p revent the neutr a lity issue from becomi ng p ub 
lic op inion . A state o f sieg e wa s decl a red , a nd 
Ar g entine newspapers were forbidden to discuss 
the Government ' s forei g n or domestic p olicies . 
Pr o - - lly organiz a tions such a s 1 cci6n ~rgentin a 
und Jun t a de l a Victori a were strictly regu l a ted . 
President Cas tillo mad e a few p u b lic decl a r a tions 
concerning foreign p olicy , but no steps were 
t aken which suggested tha t a b re ak in rel a tions 
with the Axis g overnments wa s contemp l a ted . 27 
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1 cting President Castillo , who for some time h a d been 

look i ng for an excuse to decl are a st a te o f sieg e , seized 

upon the entr ~nce o f the United St a tes into the wa r a s a p re 

text f or suspending the constitution a l guaran tees in Argentina . 

Th e st a te of sieg e is a modified form of ma rti a l l a w which sus 

p ends a ll constitutiona l g u a r antees a nd g ives the executive 

dicta tori a l p owers . It differs from strict marti a l l aw by the 

f act th a t civil courts continue to function . In Ar gen tin a , a 

strict censorship wa s a lso established in a n effort to control 

public op inion . In the elections of March 1 , 1942 , Ca stillo 

effectively used the st a te of sieg e to p revent the opposition 

f rom discussing his refus a l to line u p with the other Americ a n 

republics aga inst the ~xis . 28 

In the months following the Rio conference the '' Argentine 

Question'' found its way into the hemisphere he adlines with in -

d 1 . 29 cre a se regu a rity . The United St a tes government viewed 

with a l nrm the Naz i movements a nd p rop agand a t aking shape in 
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· f ff. . 1 1 . 30 
Argent i na under c ov e r o · 11 0 ici a t o e rati on . 11 As a result 

of the Ar g e n t ine government ' s failure t o pre vent group or i n 

div i du a l act i vi t ies detriment a l t o the security and welf a re 

of the American republics , Axis agents immedi ~tely engaged in 

esp ionage undermining democr a tic institutions , newspa pers , and 

r ad i o stations . In addition , publishing houses were dissemin a t ing 

tota litari an propag and~ . Ar g entin a h ad liter a lly become a com 

munic a tions center for the ~xis n a ti ons . 31 In its second re -

p ort on Se pte P.ber 5 , 1941 , the Damonte Tabord a investig a ting 

committee in the Chamber o f De puties r e ported : "The sta tistics 

supplied by the Director of Posts and Telegr aphs for the p eriod 

from July 1 to ~uq ust 13 , 1941 , • on the parcels of p ro -

paganda dispa tched by the British and German emb assies to other 

South Arneric ~n countries a re i mpressive reg arding the propag and a 

32 activi~ies of the Germa n Embassy . " These detailed figures 

reve a led tha t the Germa n Emba ssy in Buenos Aires dispa tched 

49 9 pack ages , weighing a tot a l o f 9 , 670 pounds , to other L a tin 

.'l.rneric ~n countries . In contr ast , the British Embassy in Buenos 

_ ires dispa tched only 109 pack ages , weighing a tot a l of 1 , 786 

p ounds , to other La tin :\meric an countries . These sta tistics 

referred only to the British and German e mbassies , since neither 

Itali 2n , J ap~nese , nor United States emb a ssies dispatched packages 

33 
or parcel p ost . r ecording to the September 5 , 1941 , edition 
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. / 
of the Arge ntine newsp aper , La Nacion , the Argentine g overnment 

opened seventy- nine packages addressed to the Germ a n Emba ssy . 

The maj ority of these were found to be children ' s b ooks written 

in Germ a n . Their subject matter included v a rious top ics: 

Germ an life , legends , military deeds , bi og r aphies , and p re -

. . 34 par a tion of youth for the milita ry . 

Revel a tions of the Germans "b oring from within " in such 

countries a s Norwa y a nd the Netherl a nds roused anxiety among 

Hispan ic ."\Ineric a ns . Sens a tion a l stories of "fifth column " 

activi t ies in Mexico , Centr a l , a nd South ,"\meric a n b e gan to fill 

the United St a tes p ress . They v a ried from the high pressure 

anti - llied and anti - United St a tes propagand a in Mexico , which 

led the Mexic an g overnment to dem a nd the rec a ll of the German 

p ress a tt ache " rthur Dietrich , to ch ar g es by the Urugu a y a n 

g overnment tha t German s were a ctua ll p lotting to sei z e tha t 

country . The Damonte Taborda investigating committee rep orted 

tha t it h ad document a ry evidence of a Na zi milita ry plot to 

t ake over Uruguay with the help of German wa r veter a ns from 

Ar g entina and to tr a nsform the country into a German agricul 

tur a l colony . Det a ils of the p lot were g iven to a secret 

session of the Ch amber , a nd twelve Naz i p arty leaders were a r -

3 5 
rested . In a conversation in 1938 with the United Sta tes 
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Ch a r g ~ in Br az il , R. N. Scotten , the Br a zili an Minister for 

Foreign Aff a irs , Osw a ldo Ar a nh a , told of a Germ an plot to 

foment troub le in Br a zil , Urugu a y , and Argentin a . Ar a nh a 

sta ted th a t a letter to Ribbentrop from a suspected Germ an 

gener a l living in Br a zil h a d been intercepted . The letter 

convinced Ar a nh a tha t the Germ a n government wa s making pl ans 

through the German elements residing in those three countries 

to c ause serious troub le and eventu a lly est ablish a Br a zili an 

h . h . 36 g overnment sympa t etic tote Nazis . 

In June , 1940 , there wa s discovered the Fuhrma nn Pl an -- a 

plot to seize the territory contiguous to the Urugu ay River . 

The pl a n wa s dr a fted by Arnulf Fuhrm ann , Julio Da lldorf , a nd 

seven other Na zis . Eight were a rrested , but Da lldorf enjoyed 

di p loma tic immunity a s p ress a tta ch: of the Germ a n Legation in 

Montevideo . Otto La ngm ann a lso thre a tened to br e ak off diplo

ma tic rel a ti ons , and a ll eig ht Germans were rele ased . Public 

outcry wa s so vociferous they were a ll re arrested and brought 

to tri a l . Pa r agua y , Chile , Bolivi a , and Argentin a forest a lled 

sever a l milita ry uprising s in 1941 tha t in most instances were 

tr aced to the Na zis . There wa s a lso evidence tha t the Na zis 

encour aged and help ed p rolong t h e Peru - Ecu ador War , a dispute 

over a stretch of territory a long the 1ar anon River . Such dis -
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ord ers among the La tin Americ an republics were a serious form 

o f s abotage aga inst the United States , which badly needed hemi 

spheric unity in order to defend itself ~nd keep r aw materia ls 

. . h h 37 coming 1n from t e sout • It wa s likely tha t Hitler wa s in -

terested in fostering intern a l and intern a tiona l disorder 

among the 1\meric an n a tions r a ther than prepar ing a front a l a t -

3 8 t a ck . The Germ a n Hi g h Command wa s acutely aware of the d a n -

g e r o f le aving the United S t a tes to its own d evices while they 

pursued the wa r aga i nst England . The Gernan str a teg ic pro 

b lem of 1940 - 41 wa s to create a diversion on the Americ an 

continents which would not commit Germany to military a ction , 

a nd p ropaganda bec ame the we apon with which to a tta ck the p ro 

b lem. 39 

At t h e time of t h e outb re ak o f the wa r , the me mbers o f the 

co a lition o f .:'\x is agents and civili ans and mi lit ary p ro - f a s 

cists in Ar gentina neither controlled Ar gen tine public op i n ion 

nor were they able to control t h e foreign policy of the g overn

ment then headed by President Orti z . The position o f these 

g roups was g reat ly strengthened by 1942 by the a id which they 

ob t a i n ed from a p owerful pro- Ax is press , g enerous! subsidized 

and gre a tly controlled by the ~xis emb a ssies . The y had formed 

a fir m politic a l a ll i~nc e with the new Ac ting Presid ent Castillo 
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nnd a number o f his c ab i net , and p l 2.ced " long sta nding a n d 

tested f riends o f t h e Axis " in high f ederal p ositions . 40 A 

maj or ins t rument o f t his Axis - Ar g entine a lli 2.nce wa s a con

tinuing b ody of p ro - ~ ·is n ewspapers a nd p e r iodica ls in l\r g en 

tin ~ , Ar g entin e in appe a r a nce b ut cre a ted by t he join t ef f orts 

of. is a nd ~r gentin e par tners , Axis - subsidized , a nd dedic a ted 

. . 4 1 
t o the furtherance of t he Axis a ims . One of the g roup , El 

P2mpero , wa s favored with sub sidies by a ll the Axis Powers . 42 

. l mos t a s thoroughly org2.nized a nd a s effective a s the Naz i 

p ri n ted p ropaganda , Naz i newsreels h ad a tremendous influence . 

Be r lin sent its best wa r p ictures , comp le t e with Spanish sub 

t itles , di rectly to Buenos Aires . The most successful o f 

these wa s the screen ing o f t he march on Fr ance , Blitzkrieg in 

Ll. 3 
the Hest . · 

~ i ms of the p ro~~xis press in ~ r g entin e domestic p olitics 

were suppression o f such p otenti a lly p ro - democr a tic institu 

tions a s Argentin a ' s Congress , elections , free p olitical par 

ties , a nd fre e p ress . Such a ims included repl a cement by a p ro 

nxis d icta torship under President Castillo or a more dyn amic 

1
. . 44 p ro - tota it ari a n successor . Alth ough Ca stillo ' s reg i me wa s 

p robably not Naz i , i t \•1a s composed o f cunning conserva tive 

p oliticia ns who p referred the freedom to use both groups o f 
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b ellig erents to its own a dv antage r a ther tha n accept the re 

strictive responsibilities of commitment to one side . Public 

ly , Castillo himse l f f avored a n a llied victory bec a use of the 

reli a nce of , rgentine tr a de on British markets , but it wa s 

well known tha t h e wa s a n a dm irer o f Germ a n n a tion a lism and 

s aw in the move ment ma ny p a r a llels to Argentin a ' s own se a rch 

for n a tiona l identity . _ lso , the pro- Germ a n Argentine ~rmy 

. . 1 . h h 11 · 45 
dem anded a policy of non - invo vement wit t e A ies . But 

if the Argentine President wa s to make . r g entine neutr a lity 

appe a r credit ab le , he h ad to show some effort tow ard limiting 

.. f l 46 Na zi in uences . 

_ s e a rly a s June , 1940 , the g overnmen t ordered a ll r adio 

st a tions to br o a dc ast only o ffici a l communiques reg arding the 

wa r so a s not to crea te a f avor able or unf a v or a b le a tmosphere 

for a ny of the n a tions involved . ~ ye a r l a ter , p osta l regu 

l ~tions were tightened to b a n the circul a ti on o f subversive liter a -

h h h ·1 47 ture t roug t e ma i s . In Febru ary , 1942 , the Argentine 

g overnment b a rred . xis diploma ts from entering t h e country 

a fter their dep arture from those republics tha t broke diplo-

48 matic rel a ti ons with Germ any . Tha t fo llowing Aug ust , Argen-

tin a recog nized Br a zil a s a n on - belligerent a fter Br a z il ' s 

d 1 
. . . 49 

ec ar a tion o f wa r ag a inst the ~xis . - In September , 1942 , 

the Ministry of Interior dec l a red the Germ a n Feder a tion of 
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Cultur a l and We lf are Societies illega l . In October , Castillo 

Qnnounced tha t the government wou ld intervene a ny telecommuni 

c a tion network where the tr a nsmission o f inform a tion might 

enda nger Argentine security or the security of a ny other 

Americ a n State ; it would a lso militarize n a tional ports and order 

50 
the registration of maritime pers onne l . Emba rrassed by in -

form a tion on Na zi oper a tions in Buenos Aires sent to it in 

e a rly November by t h e United St ntes ' St a te Department , the 

~r gentine g overnment resp ond ed b y ordering a p oli c e investi -

51 ga tion of t h e ma tter . In e a rly Decemb er , thirty- eig ht sus -

p ected 1 xis agents , among whom numbered sever a l Ger man emb a ssy 

52 
offici als , were a rr a i g ned b efore the Ar g entine feder a l courts . 

/ 
t the end of J anu ary , 19 4 3 , the German n av a l a tt ache , Cap t n in 

Dietrich Niebuhr , wa s fo r ced to le ave t h e country b ec ause of es -

. h . h' 5 3 p ionage c a r g es aga inst i n . 

The f act th a t the German secret intellig ence h a d a n effec -

tive esp ion ag e system a lre ad in op er a tion in the Western He misphere 

b b k 1 11 . d 54 y the out re a of the Second Word War wa s we recog ni z e • 

In Ar g entina , two indep e ndent Naz i organiz a tions were working 

with t h e ~r g entin e p opul a tion for Germ a ny . One of these wa s 

under direct orders from t h e Germa n Hi gh Comnand and wa s known 

a s the Abwehr ( Defense) . By f a r t h e most sinister , however , 

wa s the second g roup , the s . s . which wa s controlled by Hi mm ler 
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a nd known offici a lly a s the Sicherheitsdienst . 55 Regarding 

Ar g entin a , there wa s amp le evidence tha t Axis ag e n ts were 

working with pro- f a scist sympa thizers in the a r my , g overnment , 

a nd p ress in an e f fort to manipul a te pu b lic opinion over to 

the side of the Axis . 5 6 Some 30 , 000 le aflets were printed 

d a ily b y the Axis p ropagand a machine i n t h e l a te 1940 and by 

mid- 194 1 , the fi gure h ad risen to 300 , 000 a week . The Axis 

were a lso e agerly s p onsoring pro- German demonstr a tions i n the 

provinces . But a s months passed a fter Pe arl Harbor , the Axis 

. k d . . . b l · 5 7 esp ion ag e networ wa s u p roote in successive Americ an repu ics . 

I n defense aga i nst these me asures , the Nazi le aders f led 

the b orders of t h ese countries to s a fer territory ; and by the 

s pring o f 1943 they were centr a lized in one country , Ar g entina , 

under t h e absolu t e command of Joha nnes Sieg fried Becker , s . s . 

h . 11 . 58 c ief for a South Americ a . German es p ion ag e wa s organized 

on a system of separ a te cells , a t le ast four of which existed 

in Ar g entina . Nost o f t h e agents did not even know t h e names 

o f other agents working in the s ame g roup a nd certa inly not 

t hose agents in another g roup . By t h is me ans , the German 

e mbassy , where a ll information wa s concentr a ted , could check 

the news g le aned b y one g roup aga inst th a t g le a ned b y another 

a nd a scert a in its a ccur acy b efore tr ansmitting it to Germany . 
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Moreover , the arrest or confession o f one or more agents in 

one g roup could not jeopardi z e t he oper a tion o f the system a s 

59 a whole . In addition to the Z\bwehr and the s . s . organiz a -

tions , which worked mainly with the Ar g entine p opu l a tion , a 

third department , the Gestapo , wa s active among the German 

p opu l a tion . The Ar g entine chief o f the Gest apo was Gottfried 

Sans tede , a y oung s . s . officer f rom Germany . Sanstede was 

e quipped with tremendous amounts o f money wh ich en abled him to 

organize the It ali a n f ascists , the Spa nish f a l angists , a nd cer -

. . . 1· 60 t a in extreme Ar g entine nation a ists . Using these Ge rma n 

organiz a tions in a n a t mosphere o f t error , Sanstede maint a ined 

a constant vig il ance of Naz i party me mbers and Ar g entine g overn -

6 1 ment o ffi ci a ls , politici ans , and g ener a ls . 

Throughout the wa r the ~gentine g overnment deliber a tely 

countenanced subversive activi t ies conducted by t he Naz is and 

permitted economic support f or those activities to continue 

subst anti a lly unchecked . 62 But one o f the mo s t striking are a s 

of coll abor a t ion b etween Ar g entine le aders a nd t h e Naz is con

siste d of Ar g entine efforts to procure milita r y assistance 

fr om Ge rm a ny . Dur i ng Cas tillo ' s presiden c y , neg oti a tions f or 

German a r ms wer e designed to g i v e Ar g e n tina e quipment f or use 
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aga inst the other Americ a n rep ub lics , if their remonstr dnces 

tha t Ar g entina bre ak rel a tions should require t ha t h is g overn

ment form a lly a lign itself with the Axis . The Germans quietly 

del a yed a rms negotiations f rom l ate 1942 until mid- 1943 because 

. . d 63 of their own e qu i pment nee s . 

In the meantime , however , the Castil lo a dm i nistra tion was 

f orced out o f office on June 4 , 1943 , by the GOU , or Group of 

United Officers , a collection of pro- Na zi milita ry men . 64 The 

GOU hoped to bring to Ar g entina the unity , streng th , discipline , 

and p rog ress it thought ch ar a cterized I t a ly and Germ any , but 

the g roup itself l a cked the unity it hop ed to bring to the 

whole n a tion . Gener a ls Arturo Rawson , Pedro Ram irez , a nd 

Edelmiro F arrell followed one another i n r ap id succession a s 

6 5 h e ad o f t h e g overnment . Under the Ram ire z reg i me , neg oti a -

tions were continued for Germ an a rms in the summer of 194 3 . 

These neog i a tions culmina ted in October , 19 4 3 , in the Hellmuth 

mission . I n this a ff a ir , the Argentine government a nd Germa n 

agents in Argentin a selected Osc a r Hellmuth , a n Argenti n e n a 

tion a l , a s their common represent a tive . He wa s to enter into 

b ro ad neg oti a tions with Germany for a rms and other typ es of 

1 
. 66 mutu a assistance . This mission f a iled when the British 

67 a rrested Hellmuth in Trinida d enroute to Germany . 

While form a lly absolving itself of any complicity in the 
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Hellmu t h a ff a ir , the Ra mire z reg i me nevertheless pers isted 

secretly tow a rd its objective o f obta ining a rms from Ge r many . 

I In e arly J a nu ary , 1944 , the Ar g entine military a nd a ir a tt a che 

i n Madrid subm i t ted to t h e Germa n a ir a tt achi there in Madrid 

d eta iled arms p rop os a ls which Hellmuth wa s supposed to h ave 

presented in Berlin . The f a ct tha t the Ramire z reg i me d id n ot 

succeed in its subsequent e ff orts to ob t a in a rms a nd e qu i pment 

f rom Germany wa s not due to a ny decre a se o f Argentine desire 

or activity but to the conduct of the wa r itsel f . It wa s t h e 

n llies who e ff e ctively p revented Germa ny fr om furnishing a s -

. 68 s1st ance . 

Cordell Hull thre a tened to publish a ll t he evidence he 

h a d a ssembled concerning the p ro - Axis activi ties o f the Ramirez 

reg i me , unless d i p loma tic rel at ions with Germ a ny , I t a l y , a nd 

J a p a n were i mm e d i a tely brok en . The Ra mire z g overnment wa s 

a f r a i d t h a t rele a se o f this information would impa ir i t s sta nding 

. h h h . 69 wJ.t t e ot er A.m e r1can sta tes . It wa s a lso a pprehensive ov er 

70 
the p ossib le freez ing o f ~r gentin e funds in the United St a tes . 

Pre sident Ramire z br ok e diplor:1 a t ic ties with t h e Ax is 

on J a nu a ry 26 , 1944 , on the p retext o f the existence o f a " v ast 

f 
. . . 71 system o esp 1onag e 11 1n Argent1na . The d ecree o f rupture wa s 

b rief . Its pre a mble , which wa s consider a b l y long er , st a ted 

tha t the Axis g overnments h a d b een directly responsible f o r 
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the espion age activities ; tha t these "illicit activities" h ad 

made the continued presence in Argentin a of the German a nd 

J apanese d i pl omat ic representatives incompa tible wi th con

tinent a l security ; a nd that the obvious participation of 

foreign diplomatic representatives in esp ionage activities 

"obliga ted the Argentine g overnment to define its internation a l 

1 . . h 1· h f · 72 p o icy int e ig to new circumstances . " The decree a lso 

suspended commerci a l a nd fin anci a l intercha ng e with Germany 

a nd J ap a n and termin a ted r adio- telephone a nd r adio - telegr aph 

communic a tions with these two countries . 73 The d ay a fter the 

decree Pampero wa s closed and Ramirez issued a warning ag a inst 

. 74 extremists . 

Ram irez ' departure from tr aditiona l neutr a lity wa s not 

enthusi astica lly g reeted by most politic a l f actions in the 

country . The n a tiona lists ce a sed supporting the government ; 

some rightists resig ned ; and even cert a in libera l politic a l 

elements considered Ramirez ' compli ance to United Sta tes p res

sur e a s a blow to n a tiona l pride . They believed tha t the mili 

t a r y h ad c arried out a n axiom of t h e pro- democr a tic progr ~m, a nd , 

in effect , h ad compromised the opposition . I n their view , the 

b reak in dip lomatic rel a tions with the Axis enabled the mili 

t a ry to streng then their hold on the country and prevent the 

re - establishment of democr a tic institutions . The masses were 
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apprehensive over the g overnment ' s decision , a nd they fe ared 

tha t the end of neutr a lity would bring war - controls on the 

75 economy . 

By Febru ary , Ramirez wa s no longer able to control the 

n a tion alist facti on . On Febru ary 15 , Foreign Minister , 

Alberto Gilb ert , the only c abinet officer who h ad signed the 

f d b h 
. 76 rup ture decree , was orce y t e a rmy to resign . Ten d ays 

l a ter , Ramirez g a ve up the presidency b ec ause o f "fa tigue" 

b roug ht on by " intense g overnment t asks . " Vice - President 

Edelmiro Farrell b ec ame ~cting President a~d Gener a l Diego 

I . Mas on , Mi n ister of :"\griculture , b ec ame Acti ng Minister 

. ff . 77 of Foreign A a irs . 

/ 
The true ruler was then Ju an D. Peron , leader of the GOU , 

the organ iza tion throug h which he made the tr a nsition f rom the 

mil i tary to the politic a l a rena, Pertn henceforth directed t he 

f lounder i ng revolution over which Ram irez had presid ed f or eight 

months . Ramirez had given the mas ses no slogans to stir them 

to action . He h ad , in e ff ect , told t h e m to ha te the United 

St a tes , Engl and , democr acy , communis m, and Jews ; a nd to love 

Hitler , Mussolini , and Fr anco . 

little to t h e aver ag e citizen . 

Such h a ting a nd loving me an t 

I 
I t rem a ined for Peron to fur -

78 
nish a figh ting issue ; the e mancip a tion o f t he common man . 
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Pe r 6n bu i lt h is p ower b a se f rom t h e milita r y and extende d 

it to a p opul ar ma nd a te t hrough org ani ze d l ab or . For mos t o f 

t h e wa r , Pe r 6n wa s unab a s h e d l y p ro - ; x is . I ndeed , many of his 

ide a s about a corpor a te sta te were learne d during the two y e ars 

he spent studying politic a l philosophy in Mussolini ' s It a ly . 

Shortly b e f ore t he 194 3 coup which propelled him to p ower , 

Colonel Per6n wrote a widely circul a ted docume n t in which h e 

announced t hc1 t "Hitler ' s f i gh t i n p e ace cind war s h a ll b e our 

g u ide . Civili ans wi l l never underst~nd t h e g rea tness o f our 

i d e ci l ; we s h a ll therefore h ave to elimin a t e t h e m f rom t h e 

g overnme n t , and g ive t h e m t h e only mi s sion wh ich corr e s p onds 

k d . 79 to them: wor a nd ob e ience . " 

/ 
In a s p eech on Septe mbe r 21 , 1 944 , Pe r on st a t e d : "C ap i -

t a li sm i s a cold f or ce o f c ccumul a t ion , i n te r n a t ion a l in c h a r a c 

t er and without Moth e r l a nd or soul . It is , i n o t her words , 

t h e agg lome r a tion o f everyth ing tha t is s purious i n mon e y . 

I t is a lso t h e cornering o f we a lth . 11 8 0 Two y e a r s l a ter , on 

J u n e 26 , 1946 , presenting hi s a lter n a tive to c apita lism, h e 

s t a ted : " Tr ad ition a lly . our p ol i tic a l econom rested 

on t he convi c tion t h a t t h e sta te should re f use to t ake any 

p art i n t h e exercising o f i ndus t ri a l activity . Experience h a s 

s h own us , however , t hat it is i mpossib le for a y oung vig orous 
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economy such a s ours is , to wa it until priv a te enterprise rea ches 

the necess ary maturity or , without t aking adequ a te prec autions , 

to entrust to p riva te initi a tive enterprises or riches closely 

d . h 81 connecte wit sta te concerns ." 

Holding three o f fices , Department of Labor , Mi n istry o f 

War , and the vice presidency , simultaneously by July , 1944 , 

I Peron b ec ame the most powerful ma n in Ar g entina . Althoug h t h e 

backing of l abor wa s necess ary for his long - r a ng e possession 

of p ower , Per6n 1 s first need was to consolida te his milita ry 

support . To streng then his hold over the armed forces , he 

acceler a ted milita ry exp enditures . They soared from 291 

million p esos in 194 1 , to 1 , 428 million in 1945 , representing 

abou t fifty per cent o f t h e government ' s annu a l expenditures . 

He a lso intensified the production of a rmy equipment in rlr g en 

tine f actories and reorganized the army in a way tha t p le a sed 

commanders under him . 82 

Gov ernment under the Peronists bec ame a decree - issuing 

mill , with an aver age o f eighty- seven decrees being issued 

d . h. 1 . d 83 a ily to g overn everyt ing from mor a s to he avy in ustry . 

The resolve to establish soci a l order by authoritari an me a ns 

wa s made clea r with the a nnouncement of three important decrees 

on December 31 , 1943 . The first dissolved the politic a l p a r 

ties . The second regul a ted the press , depriving newspapers 
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virtu a lly of a l l freedom of expression . Censorship was als o 

imposed on radio stat i ons a nd movies . " Alien , " or " c ommunist , " 

Jewish n e wspape rs were closed . The third decree reversed the 

secul ar , liberal n a tionalist tr aditi on in educati on by making 

religious , that is Roma n Ca tholic , tea ching obliga tory in the 

public schools . 

Military decrees were to cle anse society . The " new " 

Argentines were to be re ared on the virtues of superna tiona lism 

a nd militarism . And a long with this dose of Sparta n tr adition a 

lism, modern industri a liza tion wa s to come to Ar g entina . 

,l e asures char acteristic o f a wer economy were adop ted , a nd a ll 

f actories were to devote themselves to defense - rel a ted in -

d 
. 8 4 ustries . More a ttention was , o f course , devoted to the 

production of a r maments than to any other industry . rlrms made 

in Ar g entin a by Ar g entin es w~s the theme which linked mili 

t arism to industri a liza tion to n a tiona lism . 8 5 

Hurriedly contrived and l acking essenti a l r aw ma teri a ls , 

especi a lly coa l , iron , a nd steel , the industri a l wa r ma c h ine 

moved slowly . However , the new le aders pre ached of expansion . 

Insp ired by Germ an conquest , t h e n a tion a listic milita ry le aders 

issued sens a tion a l secret circul ars which told of the corning 
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o f Ar gentine hegemony in a South iuneric an b loc freed from 

Yankee influence . One o f the circul ar s re ad : 

Ar gentina is surrounded by hostile g overn 
ments , which are insp ired by i d e a s different 
from ours . We must not g ive in to this Bloc 
of United Na tions , but on the contr ary oppose 
them with a ll our force . 

The United States is our enemy . 
Russi a is our enemy . 
The anti - Argentine circle will be b rok en 

by defea ting the present Spanish- s p e aking g overn
me n ts surroun~ing us , rep l acing th~~ by g overn
ments supporting our own pur p oses . 

Despite the f act that the Ar gent i n e g overnment had severed 

d i p lom a tic rel a tions with the Axis on Januar 26 , 1944 , coll a 

b or a tion with Germany p ersisted . 8 7 Since the bre aking of re 

l at ions the Argenti ne g overnment had offi ci a lly suspended tele

communic a tions and ce ased fin anci a l and comm e rc i a l trans actions 

with the Axis . However , }\xis esp ionage continued , and business 

88 with Germany was conducted subros a . 

Until Ar gentina termina ted dip lomat ic rel at ions with Ger 

many , Naz i p enetr a tion i n to South _unerica had b een channeled 

through the Germany Embassy in Buenos Aires . After the break , 

h owever , the g re a t German e n terprises in Ar gentina took over 

the organ i zation of f i nanc ing of t h e Nazi movement . Ge rman in

vestments in the electric , met a llurgic a l , steel , construction , 

and chemic a l industries , and i n sug Rr , c a tt l e , and other rur a l 
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enterp r i ses , were estina ted t o t o t a l 2 , 500 million pesos , or 

60 0 million d oll Qrs . 89 The Argent i ne g overnment on <lpril 3 , 

194 5 , ;:mnounced tha t 150 Germ 2.n subsidi 2.ries , vi th c:.n aggregv te 

v a lue o f 40 milli on do l l 2.rs , h 2.d been confisc a ted a nd th , t 

g overnment inspectors h ad been p l aced in c ontrol of these firms 

p ending tr , nsfer t o Argentine h nnds . Assist ~nt United Sta tes 

Secret , r of St a te TTilli ~m Cl ~yton sta ted bef ore a subcommittee 

of t h e United Military "\ff a irs Comnittee on June 25 , 1945 , how

ever , th a t n o t one of 108 n 2. jor Axis enterp rises suspected by 

the ~llies of being s p e ~rhe ads of Germ ~n e c onomic penetr a tion 

. h d b 1 · . go and esp ion ag e a een e 1m1nated . 

Bu t the situ2tion in Ar gentin ct with respect to the Axis 

wa s r :1.p idl ch 2.nging . The Inter - _"\meric Em conference on Prob

lems of H,r 2.nd Pe ace h n.d met in Feb ru ar v t I'exico City . 91 

T1e conference concluded with the signing o f the Act of Ch , 

pultep ec , which set u p a reg ion a l securit s stem 1hich would 

consider , n ~tt .c up on one Amer ic ~n st~te , s an act of agqres -

92 sion up on a ll members of t h e pact . The r o le of n r g enti nn a s a 

signific ;"'nt mem er of the inter - .uneric2.n s stem wa s recogni zed 

, nd conc1i tions for her reconcili ntion to t h e other Americ a n 

sta tes were tha t she dec l ~re wa r on Ge rmany and Japan and carry 

93 out a ll h e mispheric d e f e nse arr ang e me n ts . As a b onus t h e 

United St a tes inf ormally p romised to se t the mac h i n e ry i n to 
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o p er a tion for Argentin a ' s admitt ance to t h e United Na tions . 

The Farrell Government decl ared wa r on the Ax is on March 27 , 

a nd t he following d a y it informed the Pa n American Union tha t 

it h a d accep ted the Ch ~pultepec resolutions . On Apr il 9 , the 

Uni ted St a tes , Great Br it a in , and the Latin .'\meric a n repub lics 

who h a d adhered to the nonrecognition p olicy , r e established 

9 diplom a tic rel a tions with the ~r gentine g overnment • 

. fter the Chapultep ec Conference , the F arrell government 

appe ared to nave in the direction of continenta l solidarity 

ag a inst the 1 xis Powers . Taking the first steps tow ard the 

elimination of enemy spe arhe ad firms , the government pl a ced 

11 . b . d . 1. 1 6 95 a 1\xis usinesses un er mi 1. t a ry contra on i1 a rch 2 • By 

. u g ust , most pro - Axis Gernan newspapers were closed ; seventy 

Germ a n ""tgents \ere under ~rrest ; fifty - three Germa n firms were 

under the direction of receivers or control commissions with 

the -ivowed purpose of eventu a l liquid2tion ; and Germ""'ln b anks 

h d b een liquida ted . 96 Offici~lly , a t le ast , 1rgentin a h a d 

identified herself with the g o ""'l ls o f the United Nat ions . 

Du t nany Un ited St~tes ' offici 2ls found the Argentine a t 

tempts insincere . The Un ited St a tes ' Secreta ry of St a te , J anes 

Byrnes , be lieved the N~zi economic spe arhe a d in Ar g enti na to be 

~s p owerful in l a te 1945 -is it h a d been four years before . He 
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held tha t Argentin a deliber a tely constructed a f a c ade of con 

trols for the sole purpose of cre a ting a n appe a r ance of comp li 

ance with her intern a tion a l conmitments . In support of this 

cha rge , he sta ted th a t e a ch successive me a sure wa s t aken only 

a fter persistent protest and prodding , and once t aken , the 

me a sures were executed so slowly th a t they were rendered pr ac -

. 1 . f . 97 ti ca l y inef ective . Byrnes wa s concerned tha t 1 rgentina 

mig ht become a center for Na zi reviva l in the Western Hemi 

sphere . He fe a red such a reviv a l might be led by men such a s 

Ludwig Freude a nd Ricardo Staudt , le aders of the Ger mans in 

Argentina Hho controlled l ur g e economic empires . The .Argentine 

g overnment continued to p ermit Freude and St audt to enjoy com

p lete freedom and to op er a te their co~merci a l interests unre 

stric ted . I!ore over , they were thoug ht to be quite influenti a l 

throug h their fin a n c i a l contributions to the p arty in power .
98 

The United St a tes • dip lom a tic community in Argentin a took 

it for g r a nted tha t the Germ ans would reorg anize. Th a t f act , 

however , did not cre a te a ma jor worry , since Germ any wa s out 

of the wa r . The underground , it wa s thoug ht , would concentr a te 

its future efforts on a iding Nazi refugees and Na zi c apit a l to 

become est nblished in Argentin a . Furthermore , the Gerna ns 

living in ~rgentina realized they were nmong the most fortun ~te 

g roup o f Teutons in the world . J o ma tter wh ~t h a p p ened in Europe , 
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they would continue to le ad a comforta le existence . Basic a l 

ly , the Germans living in ,"\r g entinn were " old settlers" who 

da ted from the d a ys o f the Yaiser , a nd for them Na zism h ad 

b een no more tha n a p2ssing p h 2.se . !ost of them were not 

Jaz is , strictly spe a cing , b ut their long ing for Teutonic world 

99 conquest w-:i. s no less fervent on tha t nccount • 

. s for t h e ~ r g entin es themselves , the rising sentiment 

o f n a tio n a lism in :.rg entina p rovided fertile soil for . xis 

activities whic1 , in the e arly part of t h e wa r , h a d a s their 

object n a inten a nce of the neutr clit of th a t country , tha t 

could serve v. s a base o f op er a tions f or t h e ~xis p owers . The 

ch 7.r a cter o f Germ a n p enetr a ti on in ~r g entina since the turn 

o f the century , throug h milit a ry missions , str a tegic al ly lo

c a ted colonies , and through the Gernan Emb a ss , wa s well known . 

I t wa s not so evident th a t there were n a tive groups who not 

only ad mi red tota litari ~n ism but wished to t ake it over ~nd 

ud c1.p t it to t h e p eculi -:.r circumst ;:.nces o f .""\.rgentin , • Moreover , 

there wa s u continuing link between these g roups a nd represen

t a tives o f the defe a ted Gern~n Na z is . These elements r a nged 

from frustr a ted -:i.rny o f f icers , government employ ees , a nd scions 

of t h e l a nded aristocr a cy to milit ant n a tion ~lists , f ~n a tic 

Ca t 1olics , Hispanists , a nd loc a l represent a tives o f the 1 is 
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econonic ~nd cultur ~l front . The 2rny coup of June A, 1943 , 

which brousht these heterogeneous groups to power , wa s osten 

sib ly st~ged to prevent the country from abandoning its policy 

of "prudent neutr 2. lity . 11 Only gradu;:-:_lly did it becone evi 

dent th~t the revolution was anti - denocr2tic , pro- Nnzi , and 

· · 1 · · d 100 i ntent on cre~ting ~ tot~ 1t~r1nn economy geare for wa r . 
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