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Purpose 

In 1847 , the Mormon colony at Great Salt Lake was 

founded . In many r e spects this was the most unique of the 

many strange settlements in this country. Although the Mor

mons had diff iculties a nd met opposition they succeeded in 

maki n~ the area one of t he most prosperous in t he nation, 

and , the r ef ore , made a great contribution to the development 

of the ~est . There seemed to be a need for a fair and impar

tial study of their efforts, si nce according to the Encyclo

pedia Britannica, "no i mp&rtia l and critical history of the 

• [Mormons] yet exists . 11 1 The purpose of this study, 

1 
Re e d Smoot , "The Church of Je su s Christ of Lat t er 

Day Saints , 11 Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. XIII, p . 76 0 D. 

theref ore, i s t o a na l yze the growth of the Mormon Church and 

i t s moveme nt to the Gre a t Salt Lake reg ion; investigat e the 

ec onoM c , soc ial, a nd political structure establ ished by t he 

Mor1aon l eade r s; and to study t he efforts of t he Uormons to 

set up a separate s t ate of t heir own design . 

Methods 

Material was obtained fr om both primary and secondary 
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sou rc es . A study of ma terial re l ative t o t he hi story of t he 

Mormons wa s made i n order t o a scertain how the subj ect had 

be en previously pr e se nted . A survey of biograph ies of l ead

e r s of t ile Churc h , especial l y J oseph Smith and Brigham Young , 

and h i s tories of Mormon activitie s revealed that t he subje ct 

had not been stu died i mparti a l l y . Material u s ed includes 

per iodica l s , books, pamphle ts, and ma terial f r om t he Gove r n

ment Pri nting Offic e in t he Sam Houston State Teache rs College 

l i brary . The most he l pf ul per iod i c a l s wer e Harper's Maga z ine 

and Atla ntic Monthly . Books f ound t o be most r el iable were : 

J . H. Bead l e ' s , We s t e r n Wi l d s; H. H. Bancroft ' s , His t ory of 

Utah ; D. G. Mor gan ' s, The Great Sal t Lake; George Smi t h ' s , 

The Ri se, Progress , a nd Trave l s of t he Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latte r Dav Saints ; and M. R. Werner ' s, Brigham Young . 

Ma te r la l taken f r om the publ i cations of t he Governme nt Pri nt 

ing Office was l a r g el y f rom t he Annual Report s of t he Amer i c an 

Hist orical Assoc iation, the mos t helpful of whi ch we r e t he 

is sue s for 1916 , 1917, 1919 , and 1926 . Most of the ma terial 

used is in the ShAttl as Collect i on, purcha sed by the Col lege 

f r om Mr . F. . L. Sha tt l es . Thi s coll e c tion contains much mate

rial on the Mormons , and although l argely rel i g ious i n natu r e, 

there is much that is of va l ue from t he histor i c a l point of 

v iew . 

Fi ndi ng s 

Spr inging from t he teaching s of J oseph Smi th, t he 
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Mormon Church, led by Brigham Young , migrated to the Great 

Salt Lake reg ion . They fe lt that in this isolated area they 

could develop a society in which they were free to practi ce 

their relig ion without fear of molestation . To reach this 

l ast place of refuge these people wandered through the Mis

sissippi Val ley from Ohio to Missouri, finally sett l ing in 

I ll inois, in an attempt to establish a community among the 

Gentiles. From I ll inois, they mi grated to the Great Sa l t 

Lake Valley in one of the most successful migrations in 

American histor y . 

Upon arrival in the Grea t Salt Lake re gion the Mormons 

discouraged profiteering , and each family was alloted a share 

of land . In spite of the individual allotments, almost a 

pure state of communism existed for a few years . This ended , 

however, when certai n leade r s of t he Church began to bui ld up 

their own pe rsonal holdings at the expense of othe r me mbers . 

The economic system establi shed by Brigham Young made the 

Mormon settleme nt one of the most prosperous in American his 

tory . There was l ittle or no poverty , and crime was a l most 

non-exi stent, as it was not tolerated. The li f e of the com

munity was directed by the Church leade r s to enhance their 

positions and to increase their strength . 

Whether internal development woul d have upset the sys 

tem e stabl ished by the Mormons was never determined, as they 

were set upon by the Federal government soon after they 
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established a sy stem of government . They rema ined in a state 

of conflict, sometimes viole nt , until the Civ i l War began . 

After the organization of a prov i s ional government f or the 

State of Deseret in 1849 , the Mormons appealed for admi ssion 

to t he Union as a st ate. Congres s rejected the ir appe a l and 

created the Territory of Utah in 1850, instead . This action 

by Congress brough t t he Mormons under the supervision of the 

Nationa l government . The appointees of that governme nt were 

resen t ed by the Mormons , and an effort was made t o get rid 

of t hem. This lead to open confl ict during 1856-1857, which 

ended after the government sen t in armed forces. The Mormons 

t hen bec ame obedient to the laws of the United States , and 

with s ome few exceptions wen t about thei r affairs unmolested. 

Although driven from t he borders of the United States, 

and with cons i derabl e economic losses, the Mormo ns were suc 

cessful in setting up a community on the barren wastes of 

what be c ame Utah . Through t hrift and industry the Mormon s 

not only regained t heir losses, but developed a vast section 

of the 'Nest into a prosperous area . I n time Mormon communi

ties were sp r ead from Iowa to California; the Churc h grew 

rich; individual s ama ssed f ortune s ; communism v anished; and 

the Mormons bec ame as world l y minded as t he descendants of t he 

Puritans , who had a similar backgr ound . Wherever the Mormons 

set t led , they continued to look to Salt Lake Cit y for leader

ship . 
Approved: 

Supervising Profe s sor 
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CHAPTER I 

EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH AT NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 

In 1847 , the Mormon colony at Gre at Sal t Lake was 

found ed . In many respects this was the most unique of the 

many strange settlements found ed in this country . Estab

lished by a r e ligious sect it was simil ar, in some r e spects, 

t o the settlement of t he Puritans in Massachusetts, and l ike 

that group the Mormons set up a theocracy . An ec onomy was 

established de sig ned to make the community prosperous, and 

for a time t here was almost pure communism in the Mormon 

settlement . Certain le aders of the Church, e ager for power , 

began to gather up the greater part of the wealth of the 

area for themselves, and to establish a way of life that 

woul d perpetuat e t heir control over t h e reg ion . The latter 

factor l ed to conflict with the United States government . 

When the conflict ended the Mormon l eaders consented to obey 

the laws of the nation . 

Although t he Mormons had difficulties and met oppo

sition, they made a great contribution to the deve lopment 

of the West . There seems to be a ne e d f or an objective 

study of their efforts . The purpose of this study, there

fore , is to analyze the growth of the Mormon Church and the 

movement of its adhere nts to the Great Salt Lake r eg ion; t o 

investigate the economic, social, and po l itical structure 
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established by the Mormon leaders; and to study the efforts 

of the Mormons to set up a separate state of their own 

design. 

September 22, 1827, is considered the date of the 

founding of the Mormon Church. On that day Joseph Smith 

claimed he found some 11 golde n plates," from which he trans 

la ted the Book of Mormon , at Cumorah Hill, "loc ated betwee n 

the towns of Palmyra and Manchester," in New York . 1 In time 

l M. R. Werner, Brigham Young, pp . 27-29 . 

he gathered a following and established the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints . For a time its adherents wan

dered to and fro in the pursuit of a location for a permanent 

settlement. Charles Beard, a distinguished historian, said 

they went about suffering from the "buffets of f ate." They 

stopped for a while at Kirtland, Ohio, and afterwards moved 

on 

into Missouri where they me t a hostility t hat 
turned them back for a brief period on their 
westward march •• •• they were soon charged 
with outrages and accused of trying to erect 
a sectarian domin ion • ••• They were set 
upon by their critics and compelled to move 
across t he Mississippi into Illinois . 2 

2 Charles A. Beard and Mary Beard, Ris e of Ameri can 
Civilization, Vol. I, p . 623. 
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During thi s confli ct with unfr i e ndly Mis sou r ians, 

supported by the Missour i mi l itia , J o seph Smith and tw o of 

his as s ociates, Hyrum Smith , hi s brother, and Sidney Rigdon , 

h is advi ser , wer e arrested and i mpri sone d . During the early 

spri ng of 1839 other members of the Chur ch, including Brigham 

Young , f l ed to Quincy , Illinoi s . 3 Later , on April 6, 1839, 

3 Fr a nk J . Cannon a nd George L. Knapp , Br i gham Young 
and Hi s Mormon Empire , pp . 54-55 . 

Joseph Smith esc aped jail in Mis souri , and arr ived i n Qui ncy, 

I l linois , on Apri l 22, where he j oined hi s f ollowers and 

r e sumed the le adershi p of t h e Church . " Plan s f or a new Zi on 

were f orthc oming wi t hou t de l ay . The t own of Commerc e , Ill i 

nois was chosen as a site; it s name wa s ch anged t o Nauvoo. 114 

4 I bid . , p . 57 . 

The t own of Nauvoo, in Hancock County , was t he l a s t place 

where the leade rs of the Mormons tried to perpetuate a home 

among the Ge ntiles of the Uni t ed States . 

Joseph Smith was more prophet than l eader , a nd i t 

rema ined for the churc h counc i l or Brigham Young to provide 

real i s t ic l eadershi p . Brigham, destined t o bec ome the leader 

of Mormon development s, was born i n Whitingham, Wi ndham 

County , Vermont , June 1 , 1801.5 The infl uence of New Eng l and 
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5 Ibid ., p . 13. 

was perhaps re sponsible f or his conservative dec isions which 

were so effectiv e whe n he bec ame l eade r of the Church . _ 

Smith was abl e to rule only by prophesying what he deemed 

necessary . His prophecy was the n impl eme nted by his faith

ful f oll owers . Young , however, ruled by persuasion base d on 

good judgment . 

Nauvoo was a breeding place for t he malaria- car rying 

mosquito , and by midsummer, 1839, half t he population wa s 

stricken with the disease, fo l l owed by a high death rate. 

Smit h attempted to r e lieve the malaria infestation through 

faith healing . Testimony of several peopl e , including 

Brigham Young , that they we re heal ed in this manner has be en 

disproved . As Werner observed , " No Pr ophe t but quinine could 

c ombat pla smodium Ma l ariae. 116 

6 Werner,£.£• cit . , p . 58. 

In Septembe r , 1839, Brigham Young and He r be r Kimball 

went to England t o win converts and promote their emigrat ion 

to America in orde r to strengthen the Church here . Once a 

person be c ame a member he wa s r e quired to work for the 

Church ; howeve r , this practice did not cause hesitati on 

among those who liste ned to Brigham Young in England , and 



hi s mi s sion pr oved t o be a most successful colonizat i on 

venture. Under t h e le adershi p of Young , t hese new members 

es t ablishe d a fund f or "as s i sted emigr a tion . "? Yoilng , com-

5 

7 G. O. Lar s on, tt?erpetual Emi gr a t i on Fund , " Mi ssis 
sippi Valley Historical Review, Vol . XVIII, September, 1931, 
p. 185. 

menting upon the result s of the trip, said: 

We l ande d a s strangers in a strange l and, 
and were penniless, but ••• we have gaine d 
many frie nds ••• , established churches in 
almost every no t ed town of Great Britain ••• , 
emi grat ed to Zio n [ Nauvoo ] 1, 000 souls es tab
lish i ng a permanen t shi ppi ng age nc y •• · 8 

8 Cannon and Knapp , 2.£• cit ., p . 61. 

By 1841, there were 6,614 converts in England, and in 

ten years the number had r eached 32, 894. This number was in 

addition to some 10,319 who had alre ady moved on to America . 

In February , 1847, the English Mormons petitioned the Quee n 

f or assistance in t heir efforts t o reach A.merica . 9 This is 

9 Larson, 2.£ • cit ., p . 188 . 

signific ant bec ause it is indicative of the vast resources 

upon which t he Mormons drew . 

Brigham Young left Engl and on April 20, 1841, and on 
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J uly 1 arrived in Nauvoo with five compani ons and one hun

dred and thirty co nverts . Except for this journey abroad, 

Brigham Young neve r left hi s family. Smith cla imed God had 

r evealed that it was Young 's duty to r emain close at hand 

and care for his family , and f rom this revelation Young never 

transgresse d again . 10 

10 Cannon and Knap p, 2.E• cit., p. 6 2. 

The con troversy that erupted be t wee n the Mormons a nd 

t he non- Mormons in I ll inoi s was in l arge part the resul t of 

the nature of the Nauvoo charter. Joseph Smith and Sidney 

Rigdon had obtai ned a charter from the I llinois legislature 

which legalized the theoc ratic ab solutism of Smith and his 

associates . According to Werner " the city charter of Nauvoo 

gave unl i mited powers t o Smith and his associates . 1111 It 

11 Werner, .2.£• cit ., p . 119 . 

authorized the mayor and alde rme n to enact any laws not con

flicti ng with either the Constitution of the United States 

or that of the State of Illinois . The charter provided that 

the mayor and the alderme n might sit t ogether as a municipal 

court, and conferred upon them the power to issue writs of 

habeas coruus . Authority was granted f or a military organi 

zation, the Nauvoo Leg ion , independe nt of the State ~i l itie . 



Except that it ret a ined t he authority to repeal the city 

char t er, the Sta te of Illinois had no power wh ich the Mor

mon s did not have in Nauvoo . 12 Just why a charter of this 

12 I bid ., p . 120 . It is of i nterest that Abraham 
Linc oln and Stephe n Douc l as both v oted i n r avor of t he 
charter. See also Cannon and Knapp, Brigham Young , P• 76. 
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nature was ever granted is not clear. Although the exact 

reason has been ob scured, Werner claimed it was obtained by 

scheming polit icians. The Illinois legislature at t h e time 

wa s composed of Whi g s and Democ r ats, ne i t her of whic h could 

ever maintain more than the barest ma j orit y . Both parties 

fe l t that by favori ng t he Mormons they could depend on their 

support and t hereby est ablish the desired majority in the 

legis lature . 13 Smith ' s f a ilure to support one party con-

13 I b id ., pp . 119-120. 

sistently resul t ed in pol i tic a l antagonisms adverse t o the 

Mormons . 

Control of the Nauv oo militia by the Mormon prophet 

seemed to t he non-Mormons of Nauvoo and Hancock County to 

justify a fear of rel igion by force . This may or may not 

have bee n t he inte ntio n of Smith; however, it was one of 

the f ac t or s of antagonism between t he people of Illinois 

and t he Mormon s . Subse quen t events i nd i cated t here was 
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some justification for the se f e ars. 14 

14 Ibid ., p . 121. Also Ge or ge Smith, Rise, Progre ss , 
and Travels of the Church of J esus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints , pp . 3-5:--Smith assumed command of the forces and 
made himself Lieutenant Gene ral. 

I n spite of difficul ties with their non- Mormon neigh

bors there was some progress made by the people of Nauvoo. 

A temple was built by the members of the church, a "hodge

podge" affair, but it did symboli ze the strength of the 

Mormon faith . In addition to the building of the temple, 

the area was cleare d and draine d and the cause of mal aria 

was removed. Although predominantly an a gricul tural c ommun

ity some manuf acturing was established . 15 Two brothers , 

15 Cannon and Knapp, QE.• c it ., p . 78 . 

Canadians converted to Mo r moni sm, William and Wilson Law, 

owne d and operated a s team- powered sawmill and a f l our mi ll. 

William Law plays an important part in this story for he was 

l argely responsible f or Smith's death, Brigham Young ' s a cces

sion t o the leadership of the Church, and the expul sion of 

the "Saints" from I l linois . 

William Law, according to Governor Ford of Illinois , 

was a "deluded but c onscientious and candid man . 11 16 Troub l e 

16 Quoted by Werner, .2.£.• cit ., p . 165 . 
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began for the churc h and its prophet when J ose ph coveted 

Law's wife. Mrs. Law, a woman of chast ity, reported Smith 's 

advanc e s to her hu sband . Law and some of hi s friends broke 

away from the chu rch and establ i shed "at Nauvoo a weekly 

newspaper known as the Nauvoo Expositor , 11 1 7 the purpose of 

17 I bid . The press wa s se t up in the store of a man 
named Higbee:-

which was t o expos e the Prophet and his practices , includ

ing polygamy . The first and only issue of the Expos itor, 

published June 7, 1844, de nounced Smith and made an appeal 

for the virtue of womanhood: 

We are seeking t o expose the vicious prin
ciples of Jose ph Smith ••• 

It is a noto r ious fact, that many fema l es 
in forei gn clime s, and in countries to u s un 
known, van in the most di s tant regions , ••• 
have bee n induced to forsake friends, and t o 
embark upon a journey ac ross the waters that 
lie stretched over the gre ater portions of the 
globe , • • • to glorify God. • • • But what 
is t aught them on thei r arrival at this place? 
••• t hey are told, after being sworn, in on e 
of the most solemn manners, never to divul ge 
what is revealed , with a penalty of death 
atta~hed, that God Almighty has revealed, ••• 
that she should be his Spiritual wife ••• if 
she refuses the Prophet drurtns her . She thinks 
of the sacrifices ••• of thousP-nds of mi les 
traveled over land and sea , and replies God ' s 
wi ll be done and not mine . The Prophe t and 
his devotees in t hi s way are gratified • 

• • • It is difficult - perhaps impos sible -
to describe the wret chedne ss of females in this 



place , with ou t wounding the fee l ing s of the 
benevolent, or shocking the deli cacy of the 
refined; but the truth shall come t o the 
world . 18 

18 Quoted by Werner, on . cit . , pp . 166-169 . 
~ --

10 

Be sides having exposed t he practice of plural marriage among 

the Mormon s, the Expositor accused Smith of financial crook

edness , condemned his political aspirations, and demanded 

the immediate repe a l of the Nauvoo Charte r . 

Jo seph Smith , who had been keeping his r eve l atio n on 

plural marri age secret "unti l such a t ime as t h e l aw of the 

l a nd i s changed ," was i nfuriated . As mayor of Nauvoo he 

called a me e ting of the municipal c ouncil , June 10 , 1844, 

whi ch decide d that "the Nauvo o Expositor was l ibelous and a 

public nuisanc e. 1119 Sub sequent l y , Thomas Ford wrote in his 

19 Ibid . , p . 170. See also Cannon and Knapp , Bri~ham 
Youn~ , p . ~ Both fee l , with appare nt justification, tat 
comb ning the churc h le ade rship with that of mayor and head 
of the municipal court wa s the cause f or the injustice that 
resulted . 

History of Illinois tha t "it was altoge t her the most curious 

and irregul a r trial t hat was recorded in any civilized c oun -

try . 11 20 The council, under Smith ' s influence, pas sed 

20 Ibid . 



the follo wing resolution: 

Resolved by the city council of the city 
of Nauvoo, that the Printing office from 
whence issue s the "Nauvoo Expositor " (sicj 
is a public nuisance, and also all of said 
Nauvoo expositors, which may be, or exist in 
sa id es tablishment, and t he Mayor is instructed 
to c ause s a id printing establishments and pape rs 
t o be removed wi t hou t de l ay , and in such a man
ner as he shal l direc t .

21 

21 I bid . 

Smith, he ad of the municipal council and a l so Mayor 

with executive powers , issued the following order to the 

marshal of Nauvoo : 

You are hereby commanded to destro7. the 
prin t ing pr ess from whe nc e is sue s th e 'Nauvoo 
Expos itor" [ sic] and pi t he type ••• burn 
all the Exposi tors (s ic] and handbills found 
in said establishment, and if resis t ance be 
offered ••• demolish the hous e, ••• 
arrest those who t hre a ten you , and fail not 
to exe cute t hi s order withou t de lay ••• 

22 

22 Ibid. 

11 

Another offi ce held by the resourceful Jo seph Smith 

wa s that of Lieutenant Gene ral of the Nauvoo Leg i on . Before 

he r ec eived the r eport from the marshal that the press was 

destroye d, he commanded t he general to ho l d the Nauvoo Leg ion 



in readiness to execute the city ordinances, a nd to remove 

t he printing establishment of t he Nauvoo Expositor. 23 

Obviously he anticipated some threat to his position . The 

orders of Jo seph Smit h were carried out, and the Nauvoo 

Expositor was destroyed. Subsequent events were to prove 

June 10, 1844, was the mo st fateful day in the life of 

Joseph Smith . 

12 

On the night of June 10, the Laws and Foster, with ' 

whom they had cooperated, fled Nauvoo and went to Carthage, 

the county seat of Hancock County , where they swore out a 

c omplaint charging Smith and others with riot. Smith was 

arrested June 12. Si nce t he Nauvoo municipal court had the 

power to issue a writ of habeas corpus, Smith was re leased 

immediately . 24 Had Smith , who at the time was a candidate 

24 Cann on and Knapp , £.E • cit . , p . 92 . 

for the preside ncy of the United States, submitted to trial 

the only damage mi ght have been to his political aspira

tions. His effort to avoid the court procedure led to an 

application of mob rule which c ost him hi s life . 

The exercise of arbitrary power, authori zed by the 

city charter, whipped the mob into a wild fury . People 
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reasoned that if this charter allowed suppression of news

papers and t he use of a mi li tary organi za tion t o carry out 

Smit h ' s orders , then it became the duty of those who opposed 

arbitrary rule to resort to any means to subvert the privi

leges conferred upon the mayor by the charter . Governor 

Ford, when requested to send out the m litia, visited 

Carthage and found the cit i zens armed and ready to arrest 

Smith and the council . Excitement or viol ence was easy to 

create, due to a great extent to the nature of the peop le 

of Illinois, a frontier state. As Governor Ford said, they 

"were, with some honorable exceptions, in popular language, 

hard cases.'' Ford, although of "considerable intelligence 

and fair intentions," was not capable of dealing with the 

crisis, and after hearing both views h e called on the I ll

inois militia to fo llow his orders; h e t h en notified Smith 

that if he and his associates would surrender they would be 

protected, but if they refused he would deal with them with 

t he State militia . 25 

25 Ibid . 

Whe n Smith le arned that the Governor had arrived and 

had called out the mi li tia he became alarmed and contem

plated fleeing Nauvoo, but was persuaded, however, to trust 

the Governor . Subse quently , on June 24, 1844, he and Hyrum 



Smi t h , hi s elder brother, and some others surrend ered. The 

next day they were a ll released on bail, but Joseph and 

Hyrum were immediately rearrested on the charge of t reason 

"becau se Smith declared Nauvoo under marti a l law, which the 

charge s aid amounted to a declaration of war against the 

st at e of Illinois . 1126 Later, in record ing some of the 

26 
Werner,££• cit ., p. 176. 

Church hi story , a Mormon wrote that when Smith le arned that 

the Governor was se nding ou t the militia 

••• he was apprehensive t hat it was t heir 
inte ntion to murder instead of try him ••• 
he hes itated to an swer the process of law, 
unti l t he Governor pl i gh ted the faith of the 
State t ha t he should be pro t ected and have a 
fair trial ••• Joseph with hi s brother 
Hyrum, proceeded to Carthage •••• they 
volun t arily ent ered in recogni zanc es [s i cl 
be f ore the Justic e of the Pe ace f or their ap
pearance in court to answer the cha r ge; where 
u pon a new suit was issued against the m ••• 
charging t hem with treason.

27 

27 Smith ,££• cit., pp . 5-6. 

Governor Ford had appare nt l y taken all the steps he 

deemed necessary for t he prot ec tion of t he prisoners; how

ever, he did not reckon with the mind of the mob which did 

not like h i m t oo well, and his action onl y increased their 

dislike f or h im . The mi litia itself tended to be in sympathy 
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wi th the angry c iti ze ns and was careless in f ollowi ng t he 

Governor's orders . Ford l e ft J oseph and Hyrum in a "large 

room of the Carthage jail" while he went to Nauvoo to appeal 

to the Mormons; he assured them of fair play and asked them 

to be patie nt and reasonable. On June 27, John Taylor and 

Wi llard Ri char ds spe nt t he day with the prisoners. 28 At 

28 Werner, on. cit., pp . 177-178. Cannon and Knapp, 
QE• cit ., pp . 93-94- Cannon a nd Knapp said t he militia 
Informed the mob that "now is the time to kill Smith and the 
way wi ll be made easy ," p. 94. Smith , 2.E.• cit., s aid that 
the Governor disbanded the troops and l eft J oseph and Hyr um 
"to their fate ," p . 6 . 

about five o'clock in the evening of June 27, 1844, " there 

was a noise in the compound outside the j ail followed by a 

few rifle sho ts . " Men rushed up the stairs t o the room 

where the prisoners sat, the door of the room was ope ned , 

and the pr i sone rs and visitors were fired upon. Hyrum 

Smith wa s ki l l ed immediately , but Joseph had a revolver, 

which had been smu~g l ed in by a friend , with whi ch he suc

ceeded in downing three of the mob . He then tur ne d and 

rushed for the window to jump out ; whi le do ing so he was 

wounded and fe l l to the ground . Werner said that he was 

still al ive when he struck the ground and four more shots 

were fired . 29 George Smith said , "about 150 persons sur-

29 Werner,££• c it . , p . 178. 



rounded the prison and deliberate l y murdered Joseph and 

Hyrum • • • 1130 

30 Smith , QE.• cit., p . 6. 
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This violence , cau sing Smith 's death , was an attempt 

to des troy the Mormon Church ; it failed , however, for in the 

place of the visionary Smith a s head of the Church and the 

Mormon affairs there was now a very real istic and "grimly 

prac tical captain , with a despotic temper and a will of 

flint" to take over that position . Brigham Young 

succeeded t o the leadership of the Mormon 
church in August , 1844, at a critical time . 
The mu rder of Joseph Smith and his brother 
Hyrum la t e in June had shocked and alarmed 
even its instigators, and the threat of 
c ivil war in I ll inois between Mormons and 
non-Mormons had subsided , but the fi rht for 
control of the church • • • had thre a t ened 
t o rend the church apart . 31 

31 D. G. Mor g an , The Great Salt Lake , p . 176 . 

Sidney Rigdon, the close adviser of Joseph Smith , contest ed 

with Younr for control of the Church, but the Council of 

Twelve voted for Young . The members had assumed all along 

that Young wou ld suc ceed Smith, and later they voted their 

approvai.3 2 Now Youne was in co ntrol of the church , and the 

32 Werne r , QE.• cit . , pp . 189 ff . 



Mormons were destined to find a plaoe where it was possible 

to build a society of t hei r own . The achievement of t hi s 

desire could not be realized for some time . It had to wait 

until they were free of their e nemi es in Illinois . 

17 



CHAPTER II 

THE EXODUS FROM NAUVOO 

To Brigham Young f ell the responsibility of directing 

one of the greatest mass migrations in the hist ory of t he 

Uni ted States . After assuming the leadership of the Mormon 

Church , Young viewed with al arm t he situat ion as it ex isted 

in I ll inois . Although the months immediately following t he 

death of Smith passed without incident , the re was apparent 

bitterness be t wee n the Mormons and the ir Prot estant neigh

bors . The charter of Nauvoo was r epe aled by the Illinois 

leg i slature in J anuary, 1845 . Finally , in April, 1845 , the 

governor wrote to You ng "urg ing him t o t ake his people to 

California . 11 1 Certainly if t he Mormo ns had not ma de some 

Frank J. Ca nnon and Ge orge Knapp, Br igham Young , 
p . 101. 

effort t o le ave they would have been expelled. Passions 

had been aroused to t he s ame extent a s in Missour i in 1838-

1839. J oseph Smith was aware of thi s before his de a t h , but 

fai led to meet the emerge ncy with any realistic pl an of 

action , a lthough he mad e some effort t o loc ate elsewhere. 2 

2 D. G. Morgan, Great Salt Lake, p . 176. 

He sought the consent of Congress to raise an army of one 
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hundred thousand me n t o occupy Oregon. He also negot iated 

with the Republic of Texa s for l and along the Mexican border.3 

~e7a s r ef u se d to grant land for t he Mormons, but the Unite d 

St ate!> Co ngress consented to the sending of an army into the 

Ves t . 

With the approval of Cong r e ss e nd with the people of 

t he Stat e of I ll ino i s t r g i ng him on , J ose ph Smith began his 

s earc h f or a place to move his fol lowe rs . In earl y 1844, 

he sAlected a company of men to expl ore t he Rocky Mountains, 

and probably California, in an effort to find a plac e ,,where 

t he Saint s cou l d locate a nd enjoy an i mmunity from that re li

g ious perse cu tion which had followed t he church . 114 As the 

4 George Smith , The Rise, Progress, and Trave ls of 
the Ct urch of Jesu s Christ of La tter Day Sairits, p . $. 

company prepared to l eave, Joseph Smith was ki lled, and the 

expedi tio n was canceled . 

Brigham Young began by re newing Joseph Smith 's pl an 

to se t tle in t he West . He wrote President Polk as well as 

the governors of several s t ates asking advice and support. 

The only reply Young received was from t he governor of Arkan 

sas, whose views were t he same as those expressed earlier by 

Governor Ford of I llinois. Ford said that "the Mormons would 

do well to mi grate to some unoccupied country , ••• Oregon 
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or California . "$ Ford described California as " t he pre tti -

5 Morgan, 2£• cit . , p . 177 . 

est enterprise that had been under taken in mod ern times ," 

and he suggeste d that the Mormons "go out there, take pos

session of anc c onquer a portion of the vacant country, and 

establi sh an independent government of your own . 11 6 

6 Ibid . 

At the request of Governor Ford , Senator Semple , of 

Illinois, ca lled upon Preside nt Polk and asked f or advice 

relative to the proposed Mormon migration . Polk's reply to 

Semple , as he confided to hi s diary , was that the 

right of migration or expatriation was one 
which any citi zen posse ssed . I tol d him that 
I could not interfere with them on the ground 
of relig ious faith , however absurd it might 
be considered to be; that if I could interfe r e 
with the Mormon s, I could wlth the Baptists, or 
any other religiou s s ect; and that by the Co n
stitution any citize n had a right to adopt hi s 
own relig ious f a ith .

7 

7 Allan Nevins, ed ., Po l k, the Diary of a Preside nt , 
p . 47 . 

The Mormons sti l l had not definite l y determined t o 

l eave I l linois . To indicate that t hey might possibly remain 
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in Illinois, Young had them hurriedly complete t h eir temple 

in Nauvoo . It was to no avail, however, because of the re

peal of their charter by the I llinois legislature and the 

b1tterne8s of non- Mormons . As friction increa sed t he new 

Mormon leader began a serious search for a place where his 

people might live undisturbed by non-Mormo n ne ighbors . Al

though he gave consideration t o the western dream of Smith, 

he preferred, as he t old Hosea Stout in March, 1845 , "settl

ing t he interior of the country be twee n the he adwaters of 

the Arkansas and t he he adwaters of t he Colorado of the 

West. 11 8 On August 28, 1845, the Church Council met in Nauvoo 

8 Mor gan , 2.£• cit ., p . 177. 

and during the session Young was persuaded to investigate the 

upper part of California. For thi s purpose it decided to 

send three thousand ablebodied men in the spring of 1846 . 

Provi sions for an expedition of t his size proved to be t oo 

great an undertaking and t he plan was l ater modified to 

"a company of 1,500 men," and t he destinati on was changed to 

t he Great S~lt Lake Valley . 9 However, the Mormons were forced 

9 Ibid ., p . 178. 

to flee Illinois before this expedition got underway and it 

was canceled . 
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Sixteen days after the Church Council decided to s e nd 

men to the West, the Protestants of Illinois renewed their 

attack upon t he Mormons . The sheriff of Hancock Cou nty , 

J.B . Bachenstor, felt compelled to call upon the pe ople t o 

help restore l aw a nd order . In a procla~a t io n to the citi 

zens of Hancoc k County , dated September 13, 1845, he stated: 

Whereas, a mob of one t o two hundred men, 
under arms, have gathere d themselves toge ther 
in t he South- west part of Hancock county, and 
are at this time destroying the dwelli ng s and 
other bu ilding s, s t acks of grain and other 
property, of a portion of our ci t izens , in 
t he most inhuman manner, compell e d defenc eless 
ch ildren and women t o l eave their sick beds, 
and exposing t hem to t he ray s of the parching 
sun, t here to lie and suffer without the aid 
or assis tance of a friendl y hand to minister 
t heir want s , in t heir suffering conditions . 

The rioters spa r e not the widows nor orphan, 
••• the smoke is rising to the clouds, and 
the f l ames are devouring four bu ildinp; s which 
have just been set on fire by the rioters ••• 
t he inhabitants. are fi r ed upon, ••• and 
forced to flee before ravage s of the mob . 

By the revised l aw of our state under the 
criminal code, ••• t he crime f or arson is 
as follows: Every person guilty of arson shall 
be punished by i mprisonme nt for not less than 
one year, nor more than ten years . ' and shou l d 
t he life or lives of any person or persons be 
lost i n conse quence of any such offence afore
sa id, suc h offenders shall be guilty of murder , 

I . . . 
And whereas, t he laws of t he s ta te make it 

my duty , ••• to suppress all cri me, 

Therefore I , J . B. Bache ns t or, Sherif f ••• 
in t he name of t he pe ople ••• and by author
ity inve s ted in me by virtue of my office, 



hereby solemnl y command said rioters and other 
peace breakers to desist forthwith, disperse, 
and go to t heir homes, under penalty of the 
laws; and I here by call upon the law-abiding 
citizens , as a posse comitatus of Hancoc k 
county, to g ive t heir united aid in suppres s 
ing the rioters and maintain the supremacy of 
the l aw . J . B. Bachenstor, Sheriff of Hancock 
county , Illinois . 

P. S. - It is a part of my policy, that the 
citizens of Nauvoo rema in quiet and not a man 
from that city le ave as a po sse until made man
ifest that t he law and order citizens without 
the city will not have force sufficient to sup
press the rioters of this disg raceful ou trage, 
but that 2,000 effec tive me n hold themselves 
in readiness to march at a moment's warn ng to 
any point in Hancock county . 10 

10 
Quoted by Smith, £1?.• ci t . , pp. 7-8. 
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The Mormons had already p l anned to leave, but bec ause 

of t h is renewed violence decided to move up t hei r date of 

departure . 11 People were organized into companies, and the 

ll I bid . , p . 8. 

constructi on of wagons was begun . During the winter of 1845-

1846 and into the spring they built thousands of wagons. The 

wagons bu ilt were made "principally from green timber, which 

was boi led in brine to facilitate its seasoning ••• 11 

Nearly all the old wagons in the surrou nding countryside were 

bought . 12 All possible ha ste was made to be ready to le ave 



12 I bid ., p . 9. 

Nauvoo in t he spri ng of 1846 . The Mormons also aske d the 

non-Mor mons to he lp them sell or lease their pr operty . Dur 

ing the winter t he Mormons were busy prepari ng for a g reat 

j ourne y west . The women and chi ldren worked on tents, cloth

ing , and bedding , while the me n did the he avier work . 13 

13 Nevins, ed ., .2.£• cit ., p . 47 . 

Because of the r enewed threat of persecution, the y decided 

that the emigration should beg in i mmediately . Consequently , 

one t hou sand families began their j ourney in February, 1846 . 

The fi rst units le ft , although many were still not ready to 

l eave and had to wait in Nauvoo. The advanc e uni ts crossed 

the Missi ssippi on ic e . 14 

14 Smith , £.E• cit ., p . 9. 

Through Febr uary and Marc h of 1846 the Mormon f ollow

ers poured ac r oss the Mississippi . Young , able le ader t hat 

he was , pl anned well, and by the end of March thousands were 

on their way into Iowa . 15 During March, Brigham Young 

15 Morgan , .2.£• c it . , p. 178. 

crossed the Mi ss is sippi, l anded in Iowa , and t ook cont rol of 
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the migr ation . On March 9, 1846, he wrote one of his breth-

re n : 

Do not think, brother J oseph, I hat e to 
leave my house and home. No, far from that. 
I am so free from bondage at this time t hat 
Nauvoo looks like a prison to me . 16 

I n Nauvoo, meanwhile, there st i ll remained a great 

de al to be done . Si nce onl y the best fitted cou ld leave at 

the beg inning of the exodus, the weaker were l eft behind . 

There s ti ll remained some property to be disposed of. The 

non- Mormons probabl y t ook advantage of the Mormon s . There 

was no way the Mormons could hope to save thei r property, 

since they were compelled to leave I ll inois. Theref ore, all 

of them tried to sell their property at the same time, and 

flooded the market , which prevented sales even at the very 

lowest prices. When the people of Hancock County realized 

the weakness of the Mormon community , they dec ided to f orce 

an immedia te removal . A mob encamped near Nauvoo in Septem

ber of 1846 . Now the city was al most completely made up of 

the s i ck , the infirm, and the ir att e ndants . Geor ge Smith, 

in describing the plight of the Mormon commu nity said : 

The mob under the command of Rev . [ sic] 
Thomas S. Brockman, increased their f orce s 



to about 1, 800, made several attacks upon 
the city ••• , ki lling three me n and wound
ing a number of others , and battering down 
many buildings . 17 

17 Smith , S!E.• cit . , p . 12. 

Naturally , the city was defense l ess , and there was little 

that could be done to resist t he enemy . Conseque ntly , on 

September 17, 1846 , the last of t he Mormons were driven 

acro ss t he Mississippi into Iowa . 

Thus t he Mormons l ef t Illi no is, l argely becaus e of 

t he pressure, force, and violenc e inflicted upon them by 
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the people of that state . Although great in j ustice had be e n 

inflicted upon them by the people of Illinois, it was in 

some measure inspired by their own acts . However that may 

have been, Nauvoo was beh ind t hem. I mmediately ahead lay 

hundreds of mi les of rough, weary travel for t housands of 

people. Those who led the way took provisions t hat were 

t he property of all t he Mormons, usually leaving t hose to 

follow without adequate supplies. The duty of advance 

unit s, t heref ore, was to make provisions f or those who fol 

lowed .18 They were not striving for economic gain as wa s 

l 8 Morgan, £12• cit ., p . 178 . 

the case of most individuals. Like the Puritans, who in 



1620 set sail on the Mayflower , these people began their 

western journey, motivated by a desire to find a refue e in 

which they cou l d , without being molested , worship God in 

accordance with their own peculiar beliefs . 

27 



CHAPTF-:.R III 

OVERLAND TO THE GREAT SALT LAKE 

The Mormons , after esc aping from Nauvoo, encamped 

across the Missis s ippi River . Viole nce continued t o follow 

them although t hey were out of the State of Ill inois . The 

last contingent of Mormon s driven out of Illinois suffered 

more at the hand s of the Genti les than o thers ; great l y re

duced in numbers, they were exposed t o the growing hostil• 

ity of their oppressor s. After they cros sed the Mi ss issippi 

int o I owa they were fired upon by their enemies from the 

opposite banks of the river, and cannon shot occas ionally 

f ell in the area in whi ch they made their camps . To one of 

the mi ssi l es was attached a not e on which the writer asserted 

that it "was se nt as a prese nt f or the governor of Iowa ."1 

l Geor ge Smith, The Rise , Progre ss , and Travels of 
t he Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, p. 15.-

The Mormons weathered this, however , and shortly the mi gra

tion was in full swing , with Mormons strung out acros s t he 

Iowa countryside . 

All across Iowa the advance groups were working 

f everishl y t o pr epare a way for those who followed . Roads 

and bridges were built , and some companies ha l ted at proper 

locat i ons t o pl ant crops whi ch would be harvested by those 
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yet to come. The people worked under adverse c ondi tions , 

suffer ing from hunger and col d weather , often poor l y c lo thed , 

and with prac ti c ally no shelter . 2 Thing s graduall y reached 

2 D. G. Morgan, Great Salt Lake , pp . 178-179 . 
,. --- --- ---

a point where the people were afraid of their own he l pl ess 

ness . The uncertain future and the fear that the Missour

ians would in terve ne to prevent their migrat i on led t o mis 

g iving s which, at times, c au sed the Mormons to d i st rus t 

the i r le ade rs . Some expected to be abandoned along the way ; 

however , the y moved on, enduring extreme hard ships, a nd on 

June 14, 1846, the advanced units reached the banks of the 

Missour i at a poi nt near Counci l Bluff s . The wagons were 

arranged in the form of a hollow square on the eastern side 

of the river , and at that time Brigham Young considered t he ir 

plight and reached the conclusion that his fo l lowers coul d 

never carry on to the Ro ckies in the same manner as had ex

isted all acro ss Iowa . Young decided to make some changes 

in their organizati on, and as a result, orde r s were given 

to s t op and r eorganize compl etely . 3 The reorganization for 

) Ibid . 

the continued journey was an interesting one . Companies were 

organ ized into various sizes of hundreds, fifties , and t ens . 

Each group of fifty was provided with a 



blacksmith and wagon maker ••. , and a good 
gun, with 100 pounds of ammunition for each 
ablebodied man . Three hundred pounds of 
breads tuff were required for each person ••• 
Ma ny cows were worked in the yoke . Eac h fam
i l y was required to take a due proportion of 
[grain and farm tools]. Every wagon load, and 
team was inspec ted by a committee, and none 
were all owed to start on the pl a i ns without 
the required outfit .4 

4 Smith,~• ci t . , p . 18 . 
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Rules were al so est abl ished t o regulate t he behavior 

of individuals, especially while in camp at night . No per

son was a l l owed to wand er ab out, not even to hunt , unless 

under spe c ia l ord ers from hi s company ' s c aptain . As a 

result of such precautionary me asures none were los t , and 

few accidents occurred. All camps were str i ctly guarded, 

whethe r it was day or nigh t, and l o ss of livestock was he ld 

t o a mi nimum . Georg e Smith says t ha t losses were small 

11 although we traveled ten hundred and thirty mi l es , fr om the 

Missou ri river to Salt Lake Valley , through an uninhabited 

and desert re g i on."$ The companies traveled f or five days 

of the week and stopped for a two-day camp on e ek - ends . 

Saturday was g ive n to work that would prepare them f or the 

f ollowing week of t ravel . In the afternoon the washing was 
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done, bread was baked, and the wagons repa i r ed. Also a ny 

neces sary care for the an i mals was g iven . Sunday was set 

aside as a day for re st and worship . During t he week 

"Morning a nd evening praye rs and songs of praise were never 

omitted in the ca~ps, a nd occasionally a dance was en j oyed , 

t he companies u sually being fav or ed with musical talent . 116 

6 Ibid . 

The r u les as set up prove d beneficial and probabl y 

without them the mi gr ation woul d not have been successful. 

This was especially true bec au se of t he magnitude of t he 

movement . Smith made t hi s observation about the vas t num

bers along t he way : 

Companies continued leaving ~ he Missouri 
r iver ] ti ll lat e in the summer [of 1847 ] mak
ing the new route a grand encampment for JOO 
miles, as wagons were to be seen at every 
watering pl ace . 7 

Leaving t he Missour i River on the trek to the Rockies, 

Young and o ther le ade rs set out ahead . Goi ng westward with 

the ir c ompany they built roads for abou t three hundred mi les 

through the country , bridg ing many streams . The weather 

proved t heir worst handicap~ Cold weathe r, besides being a 
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nuisance, did damage to their he alth , and the rains at times 

stifled the ir progress, but t he y pers isted in the i r efforts 

to find a new home. While e n route they made a settlement, 

called Garde n Grove , on the e ast fork of the Gr and River, in 

what was to become the Sta t e of I owa . Shortly afterward 

another se tt leme nt was planted on the west fork of the Grand 

River . iAJhil e t he advanced groups remained a t these settle

ments, the Mormons plowed u p and pl anted a thousand ac res of 

prairi e land to provide f ood f or those who came through 

8 after they had g one on. 

S Ibid. 

Following the reor gani zat ion of the migr ation at 

Council Bl uffs , Brigham Young gathe red u p t he companies near 

there, and they began a temporar y settleme nt a t t he present 

site of Flore nce, Nebra ska, whi ch they ca lled Winter Quarte rs 

probabl y bec au se it served t hat purpose in the winter of 

1846-1847 . Making provisions f or such a l a r ge number of 

peopl e proved t o be a diffi cul t ta sk. They erected some 

seven hundred log cabins and 150 dugout s •.• 
which were bui l t during the Fall and Winter • 
• • • At t hi s point the Sain t s suffered ex
tremely from sickness, exposure, and the want 
of the ne cessities of l ife . Several thousand 
wagons were a l so enc amped in various l oc ali
ties on the eas t side of the Mi ssouri river, 
where t he Saints began to build up a place, 



subseque nt l y named Kanesv i lle in honor of 
Thomas L. Kane of Phi l adelph i a . 9 

9 Ibid ., pp . 11-12 . 
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In the spring of 1847 , Br i gham Young , with 142 per

sons, started in searc h of the place where Young claimed it 

was destined f or t hem t o settle. Accordi ng t o Werner, he 

was led "directly t o Great Salt Lake Valley , " where he and 

t h e company with him arrived Jul y 24, 1847 . lO In their 

lO I bid ., P • 16 . 

eff ort s to re ach the valley the y built six hundred and fifty 

mi les of roads, and they covered an additional four hundred 

mi l es of older trails left by trappers, thu s travel ing more 

than one t housand miles. On J u l y 29, Captain James Brown, 

with a detachment of so l diers and a company of 11 Sa.ints" from 

Missis s ippi , who had spe nt the previoue win t er on the Arkan

s a s Riv er, joined Young and the first units at the Great 

Salt Lake . 

The mi gration was not compl ete, onl y the advanc ed 

u nits had reached the i r destination, and Mormons cont i nued 

t o arrive in the val ley f or several ye ars . On Aucust 25, 

1847 , Brigh am Young , aft er the company with him had settled 

down, t ook 107 companions and returned t o Winter Quarters . 
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Young t ook f r om August , 1847, until in the f all of 1848, to 

reach in t er Quarters and r etu rn to Salt Lake City . On his 

return t rip he was accompanied y a n additi onal eight hundred 

wagons . 11 

11 Ibid . , p . 17 . 

Befor e l eaving the Sal t Lake Valley Young had made 

plans t o keep the Mormons oc cupied whi le he wa s gone. The 

first thing they did wa s t o pl an t cr ops in order t o provide 

seed to be used in the spring . The n they began work on the 

pl an s Young had drawn up for Sa l t Lake City . I n the very 

ear l y day s of the ir colony, t herefore , the Mormons began t o 

make use of their l abor, a thing that was t o prove so profit 

abl e for t heir c ommunity in the future . 



CHAPTER IV 

THE MORMON BATTALION 

In 1846 war broke out between t he United States a nd 

Mex ico while the Mormons advanced across Iowa toward the 

Great Salt Lake Valley . The United States War Department 

se nt Capt a in James Alle n to appeal to the Mormon leaders for 

me n . As the advance companies arrived a t Council Bluffs in 

July, 1846, t he y were me t by Capt ain Allen, who informe d 

Young that the War Departme nt would like to have five hun

dred me n to a ssist in the war with Mexico. 1 Brigham Young 

1 Ge orge Smith , Rise, Progress, and Travels of t he 
Chu rc h of J esus Chr ist of Latter Day Sainfs, p. 9. - --

ha s t ened to r eply , "You shall have your battalion if it has 

t o be composed of our Elder s. 11 You ng immediately saw a • 
chance to be nefit from the battalion, and he took advantage 

of it . Since t he Mormons were moving west and the battalion 

would be released in the West , it provided an opportunity to 

get at least some men there at the expe nse of the United 

States government . Young t old his followers: 

Suppose we were admi tt ed into the Un ion 
as a s ta te and t he government did no t c all 
upon u s, we would f eel neglec ted . Let the 
Mormons be the first men to set their feet 
on the soil of Cal i fornia . Capt . Alle n ha s 
assumed t he responsibility of saying that 



we may locat e at Grand I sland , unti l we can 
prosecute our j ou rne y . This is the fir s t 
offer we have ever had from the governme nt 
to benefit us . 2 
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2 Quoted by D. G. Morgan, The Grea t Salt Lake, p. 181. 

With the cooperation of Young and the Churc h Council, 

five companies of v olun t ee r s we r e "accepted into the army on 

t he 16th of Ju l y , 1846 . " The y promptly marched t o Fort 

Leavenworth where they were equipped f or infantry service in 

the United States Army . 3 The group was the n dispatched to 

3 Smith,~• cit., p . 10. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, where it arrived September 12, 1846 . 

In Santa Fe t he group was divided. Those physically able t o 

stand the trip were ordered to California , and those who re

mained were placed under the command of Captain J ames Brown , 

who was ordered t o build a fort at Pueblo . While Brown ' s 

force was in Pueblo a contingent of Mormons from Mississippi 

arrived and r emained t here t hrough the winter . In the spring 

the soldiers , acc ompanied by the Mormons from Mississippi , 

went t o Salt Lake City where they me t Young 's group in 1847. 

The d istance from Counci l Bl uffs , where the batta lion 

was r ec ruited, to Fort Leavenworth is about 180 mi les. From 

Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe they marched seven hundred mi les. 



The rout e take n by the group to San Dieg o, California , was 

1,150 mi les . The battalion, therefore, marched a tota l of 

2,030 mi les to re ac h Cal fornia . 

Colonel Cooke, the Ba t talion Commander, paid high 

tribute to his r.-ien when they reached San Diego. From his 

he adquarters, located Rt the Mi ssion of San Diego, he 

declared tha t 

The Lieut . Colonel command ing congratu
late s the Battalion on its safe arrival on 
the s hores of the Pac ific Ocean , a nd the con
clusion of i ts marc h of over two t hou sand 
mi les. His tory may be searched i n vain for 
an equal marc h of i nfantry ; nine-tenths of 
it t hrough a wilderness where nothing but 
savages and wild beast a re found; or deserts 
where, for want of water, there i s no living 
creature . The re, with almost hopeless labor 
we have dug dee p wel ls, whi c h the future trav
eller will e njoy . Without a guide who had 
t r aversed them, we have ventured into t r ac k
le ss pra iries, where wat er was not found for 
several rnnrches . With crow-bar and pick- axe s 
in hand , we have worke d our way over moun
tain s, whi ch seeme d to defy aught save the 
wi ld goat , and hewe d a passage through a 
chasm of livi ng r ock, mor e narrow than our 
wagons. To bring these first wagons to the 
Pacific, we have preserved the strength of 
the mules by herding t hem over l ar ge tracts, 
which you have l aboriously guarded without 
loss . 

The garrison of f our presidios of Sonora, 
concent r at ed within the walls of Tucson , g ave 
u s no pause . Ve drove t hem out with t hei r 
artillery; but ou r intorcourse with the citi
zens was unmarked by a single act of injustice . 
Thu s marching , hal f naked and hal f fed, and 
living upon wild animal s, we have disc overed 
and made a road of great value to our country . 
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Arrived at the fi rs t settleme nt of Cal i 
forni a , afte r a sing l e days rest, you cheer
f ully turned of f from t he r oute to thi s point 
of promised r ~po se, to enter upon a campaig n, 
a nd me et, as we believed , the approach of t h e 
enemy ; and this , too , without even sa l t to 
season yaur sol e subs is tence of fresh meat . 

Lieut e nan t s A. J . Smith and George Sto ne 
man , of the 1s t Drag oons, hav e shared and g ive n 
va l uabl e aid in all t he se l abor s . 

Thus , volunte ers , you have exhibited some 
high and essential qualities of veterans . But 
much remains undo ne. Soon you wi ll turn your 
stric t atte ntion t o the drill , to system and 
order , to forms a lso, which are all necessary 
to the s old ier . 4 

4 I bid ., pp . 11 ff . 
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Upon a rriva l in San Diego , Califor nia , the Mormon 

Bat talion wa s sent t o Los Ange l es where t he men were di s

charged, in Jul y , 1847, one year from the date of their 

e nli s t ment . Fear th a t the Mexicans, subdued in the Mexican 

War, mi ght rise again l ed t o the re quest that they r ee nlist . 

One c ompany wss persuade d to reenlist for six months . George 

Smith said they performed t heir duties "in a hi ghl y sati s 

fa ctory manner." Smi t h further sugge sted the t the Mormon 

Battalion arrived in California jus t as r ee nforcernen t s were 

seriously needed, enc that thei r prese nce probably prevented 

Great Britain from taking Cal ifornia . 5 This was not true , 

5 Ibid ., p. 11. 



however , as Great Br1te 1n neve r had any inte ntions of taking 

C€. l lfor::1 ia . 

On t he way to Cali fornia t he Mor mon Battalion spent 

s ome ti me near t .e San E:e r::iardino Valley . While t he re it 

he l ped emi grants, from Eur ope and t he e a stern Uni ted States 

who had reached Cal ifornia by boa t , est ablish a set t leme nt . 

This was probabl y done wi t h Brigha~ Young 's knowledge, since 

he fe l t t hat t he Mor mons we re dest i ned to control most of 

the Pacifi c co as t . The settlemen t cor.ibined all the relig ion 

~nd cul t ure of the Morrron Church . Professor Harvey Coll ins 

of Red l and University Raid , "In order to realize his ( Young 's] 

dreams , c olonies we re f ounded here as outpos t s . The Pacifi c 

was the gat eway through which forei gn converts could be 

brought . 11 6 

6 Harvey Collins in the Annual Re port, American 
Historical Assoc iation, 1919, Vol . I , p . 112 . 

Captain Jefferson Hunt a nd hi s two son s, a l l from the 

battal ion , seeme d to know the San Bernardino Valley . They 

orga ni zed an expedition made up of Mormon emigrants and led 

it there . The group settl ed on the "Rancho de San Berna r 

di no . " The soi l was very rich , and the people put in crops 

befor e ownership had be e n acknowl edged. They met many hard 

ships , but by 1856 a prosperou s community exis t ed there . In 

1857 Young recalled the set t lement to Utah because he antici -



pated t r oubl e with the Unite d St ates governree nt . Some six 

hundred or s even hundred compl i e d wi t h Young ' s orde r and 

went t o Sal t Lake Ci ty . Some remained a t Sa n Berna rdino , 

and a number who went t o Sa l t Lake City l a ter returned . 7 

7 Ibid . , pp . 112-113. 

4o 

The Mormo n Battal i on served two pur pose s f or the 

Churc h . I t helped secure the b le ss i ngs of t he United State s 

for the Mormon migrat ion , since it se rved i n t he Mexican War 

and hel pe d take Californ ia, a nd i t pl anted a Mormon commun

ity i n the San Berna r dino Val ley . When di sc har ged, the mem

be r s of the bat talion joined t he Mormon colony a t Sal t Lake 

City . 



CHAPTER V 

FOUNDING AN EMPIRE 

The first people in the Great Salt Lake reg i on were 

the Indians . Many expeditions were mad e into the area but 

no permanent settlement was made prior t o 1847. Bancroft 

said that t he Spanish probabl y never reached the reg ion , but 

t hat many American explorers did . 1 The first known white 

1 H. H. Bancroft, History of Utah, p. 18. 

man t o explore the reg ion was James Bridger, and to him 

be long s the honor of discovering the Great Salt Lake. 2 Dur-

2 Ibid . , p . 19. 

ing the winter of 1824-1825, Bridger, with a party of trap

pers, entered the valley of the Bear River. Bridger was 

sent to ascertain its source, and while on this excursion 

di scovered the Lake . The group with him then set out to 

explore the shores of the Lake and tried to find other 

streams flowing into it . 

After the Bridger discovery others visited the Great 

Salt Lake . In 1825, James P. Beckworth and William Ashley 

came to the reg i on on an expedition for the Rocky Mountain 

Fur Company . In 1826, Jeremiah and Thomas Smith visited 



there, and in 1830, Wi ll iam Waphi ll made an exped ition . I n 

183 2-1833, B. L. E. Bonnevil l e , who trapped i n the are a , 

sent a group of men under J ose ph Wal ker, to tr ap on a stream 

f lowing into the Lake . Although s evera l people had vi sited 

in the Great Sal t Lake Va l l ey , none of them settled perma

nently i n the r eg ion . 

In 1847 a company of Mormons consisting of 147 me n 

with their wives and children reached t he Salt Lake Vall ey .3 

3 L. E. Young , "Colonization of Utah in 1847," Annua l 
Report , American Histor ic a l As sociation , 1922, Vol. I , 
p . 103. 

A short time late r they were j oi ned by the remainder of the 

Mormon Batta l ion from Ca l ifornia . They wen t t o work immedi

ately , e spe c ially to planting crops in the hope that s ome 

would produ c e . L. F . Young s tated that "during the first 

month 87 a c res of veget abl es we r e pl anted."4 Harr iet Young , 

4 Ibid., p . 104 . 

ife of Brigham ' s brother, stated in her journal that he r 

hu sband planted thre e acres of wheat on the day he arrived 

and that it would be nec e s sary to i r rigate the land . A s y s 

tem for irrigating wa s worke d out which he l ped tu rn the 

valley into a produc tive farmland . 

Prior to h is return to Winter Quart e r s, Brigham Young 

or de r ed some of hi s f ollowe r s t o expl or e the re gi on a rou nd 
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Gre at Salt Lake, and made plans for t h e building of a city 

which, August 22, 1847, was named Great Salt Lake City . 

Subsequently the name was chang ed to Salt Lake City . The 

Salt Lake Basin was barren, and t he ground was infeste d with 

black crickets , whi ch the Indians u s ed for f ood. Neverthe

less, t he site for Salt Lake City was surveyed and the pre

cision with wh ich t h is was done wa s i mpressive . The pioneers 

marched into the basi n escorted by Capta in Alle n, and pro

ceeded to lay out the city under the direc tion of Young . 

The first buildi ng e r ec t ed in the c ity was a fort, whi ch was 

bu ilt on a t e n acre tract of lana . 5 The fort was built from 

5 George Smith, The Rise, Progress, a nd Trave l of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints~. 16. - --

log s and sun- dried bricks . It stood on what was l ater known 

as t he "old fort' ' block , in the sixth ward of Salt Lake City . 

Oth er bu ilding s were e r ected, and the c ity grew . The plan 

for the city, as laid out by Young, provide d for 135 ten- acre 

block s , separated by streets 132 feet in width . Once work 

had begun Brigham Young returned to Winter Quarte rs , l e aving 

the work to be direc t ed by others until his return . Great 

progress was made while he was gone, for when he returne d in 

t he fall of 1848 , he found t hat 450 houses , three sawmills, 

and a flou r mi ll had been completea . 6 Att ention was the n 

6 M. R. Werner, Brigham Young , p . 236 . 
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given to the direc ti on of further development . 

The c i ty governme nt provide d by the Mormon leaders 

was establ i shed when t hey reached the Salt Lake Valley . The 

governme nt wa s tied closely to the Church: the Church Coun

c i l gave Salt La~e City the pol it ic a l s ta tus of s tate hood, 

and appointed John Smi th , uncle of the l ate ~ioseph Smi t h , its 

preside nt . Charles c. Rich and John Young were appoint ed 

counsel lors to the preside nt , and Tarlton Lewis was desig

nate d Bishop and High Council . 7 L. E . Young , reporting on 

7 Smith , 2.E.· cit . , p . 16 . 

the Mormon government , s tated that it was not unlike the 

earl y town me eting s of New England, i n that both civil and 

relif ious affai r s were de alt with at the same meet i ng . 8 On 

8 L. E. Youn , "Town and Muni c ipal Government in the 
Ear l y Days of Utah, ~ Annual Report, Americ an Hist orical 
As sociation , 1916, Vol . I, p. 126 . 

February 14, 1849 , Sa l t Lake City was divided into nine t ee n 

wards . Each ward wa s presided over by a Bishop, whose func 

tions were both relig ious and civil. As a civil officer his 

duties were somewha t like t hose of a mayor ; however, in the 

case of minor offe nses he exercised judicial powers . L. E. 

Young said, 

ward meet in~s in Salt Lake City in 1852 ••• 
we re called to order by the bishop ••• and 
considered t he se tting out of shade tre es and 



the suppl y i ng of water to irrig ate them . The 
stimuli holding pe opl e t og e ther were two, 
re lig iou s and economi c. The se meet i ng s opened 
with p r ayer; t h e y we r e held i n meeti ng hous e s , 
but si nce every t own was on a mountain stream , 
o ne of the fir s t a cts was to me a su re the wat e r 
and appoi nt a wa ter ma ster. 9 

9 I bid. 
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Ano ther undert a ki ng of the Mormons i n the e arl y days 

of Salt Lake City was to provid e f or publi c edu cation. In 

the fa l l of 1847 , hundreds of people continued to pour into 

t he cit y . In les s than a y e ar the p opul at ion had inc r ease d 

t o ab out f ou r thousand. Facilities were needed for public 

e ducation , a s the Mormons conside r ed it of utmost i mportance . 

Accordi ng to L. E . Young , on October 19, 1847, a sch ool was 

ope ne d in an old mi l itary t e nt . 1° Formal sch ool ing t hu s 

10 4 Young , .£.E• cit ., p . 10 . 

s tarte d immediat ely af t er Sa lt La ke City was founde d . In 

1851, a fter Utah b ec ame a Territo r y , the first Terr itori a l 

leg is l ature passed t h e l a w providing for public sc ho ols. 

One year e a rlie r , i n 1850, t he provisiona l g overnment of the 

State of Dese r e t g r ant e d a c harte r for a university . 

Generally t he Mormo n le ad e r s di rec ted the g rowt h of 

t he Mormon state for the benefit of thei r Churc h . Nev erthe

le ss , t h e typica l Americ an institutions d eveloped, notabl y 



t he home, the theate r, manufacturing , agri cultu re , news 

papers , and ot he r enterpri ses . Also there was a s t ro ng 

bel ief in the pri nciple tha t a person shou ld be pe r mi tted 

to worship God according to hi s o~~ conscience . 
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Another t hing the Mormon s did up on arrival in t he 

Salt Lake Valley was to parcel out the land . In 1847, the 

land was al most equally divided among the people, the lead• 

ers bei ng a s po~r as the i r f ol lowers . A. G. Browne, who 

visited the early Mormon sett leme nts i n Ut ah, compared 

"their condit io n with tha t of the early Christians . 11 11 

11 A. G. Browne , "Utah Expedition , 11 Atlantic, Vol. 
III , March , 1859 , p . 362. 

Te n ye ars l ater the i r condition was quite differe nt . Accord 

ing t o Browne 

the change i s extraord inary ••• • Prope rty 
is di stributed unjust l y , the bulk of real and 
per sonal est ate i n the Utah Terr itory bei ng 
invest ed i n the Church and its directors, be 
tween whom and the mas s of the popul a ti on 
t here exists a differe nce in soci a l we l far e 
as wide as between t he Russian nobleman and 
h is serr . 12 

12 Ibid . 

Whe n t he Mormon s left Ill inois t hey hoped t o be be yond 

the jurisdiction of t he United States when they reached the i r 

new home , but on t heir arriv al in the Salt Lake basin they 
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found , as a r esul t of t he Mexic an War, that the r egion they 

had chosen for their settleme nt was now United States t erri

tory . When they first set t led, in what wa s to become Utah , 

they attempted to se t up a the ocratic form of gove rnme nt , 

but it soon bec ame necessary t o es tabl ish a government which 

the United States would r ecognize . In an effort t o achieve 

t heir objective they organi zed the abortive State of Deseret 

with boundaries exte ndi ng from the Sierra range t o the 

he i ghts of the Rocky Mountains and from 42 degrees north 

l atitude to the Mojave Desert . 13 All of the area of present 

l3 J . H. Be adle, Western Wilds , p . 492. 

day Utah and Ne vada, and a considerable part of Idaho, Wyo

ming , Colorado, and Ar i zona was included in the boundaries . 

The l eaders of the theoc racy were also elec ted lead

ers in t he ''State of Deseret ." Br i gham Young was c hosen 

Governor ; Daniel Wel ls, Chief Justice and Lieut enant - General ; 

t he Twelve Apos t l es divided the J ud geshi p and State offi ce s . 

Provision was mad e for a s tate le g isl ature con si sti ng of two 

houses , a senate wh ose membership was composed of the Pres id 

ing Bi shops and a lower house whose membership was made up 

of lower Bishops and Elde r s . Local off icers for countie s and 

municipalities we r e appointed according to the ir rank in the 

Church . 14 This gove rnmenta l a r rangement l asted for about one 



48 

l4 Ibid ., P• 492. 

year . The leg is l ature immed iate l y met a nd provided for a 

survey to divide the territory outside Salt Lake City into 

tracts conveni ent in size for making individual g rants. The 

timber, stre am s, pasture l ands , and valley s were given to 

the leade r s of t he Churc h . The le aders i n turn gave t hem 

ou t t o members under their jur i sdiction. All of the land 

in Utah was gr anted to Mormons a s a me ans of excluding Gen

tile s . Brigham Young said, " If there is noth ine for the 

Gentile s to se tt le on they c an't se ttle. 1115 

l5 I b id. 

Bu t the Mormons were not t o free them~e lves of the 

Unit ed State s, fo r in 1850 the Congress of the United States 

passed a l aw creating the Terri tory of Utah . The government 

e stablishe d for t h e "State of Desere t" c arried on f or the 

Terr itory . As far as t he Or~an i c Act of Utah permi tted, all 

t he old officials were chosen for t he new sy stem . The leg is

l ature assembled again, rema ined in session for six months, 

and confi r med most of t he legislation of "Deseret . 1116 In 

16 Ibid . 

t hi s manner the Mormon s c r eated the most r e markable union of 



church and state in Americ an hi s t ory , a un ion whi c h l a st ed 

f o r twenty years . 
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The averag e citizen find s it difficult to co nceive of 

the empire built by the Mormon theoc rac y . 'l'he g overnme nt 

ruled in an absol ut e manner over a l l thing s . 'l'h r ee co ncur 

rent g over nments took charg e of every detai l of life . 17 The 

17 I bid . 

Ter ritorial or c ivil g overnment had jur isdic t ion over a l l 

a f fai rs con cerning tha Genti l es , and especiall y in case s b e 

tween Ge ntiles and Mormo ns . The Churc h g overnme nt was in 

charg e of a l l re l i g ious que st ions, and the Churc h civi l sys 

t e m co ntrolled a ll t h e industries and commerce . The member

ship of a ll three units of control was the same . Br i g ham 

Young , for e xample, wa s Prophet and Seer , and , therefore , 

the re l i g i ous le ad er . He was The F irst Preside nt ove r indus 

trial and c ivi l aff a irs , and h e was for seven y e ar s the 

Governor of the Terr itory , end ran i t mu c h l onger t h a n that 

by virtue of hi s p os ition as Churc h le ad e r . 



CHAPTER VI 

THE "STATE OF DESERET" AND TERRITORY OF UTAH 

In 1847 , Br i gham Young expla i ned to his f ollowers 

that in the past wherever they had gone they ha d been con

sidered intruders by the settlers who had preceded t hem. 

The i r presence in the Salt Lake reg ion, however, was d iffer

ent, f or t hey were t he first wh ite people t o settle there . 

If it became necessary , he said, they cou l d say to t hose who 

might settle l a ter, "We were here first, if you do not like 

us you have t he privi l ege of leaving . 111 The Marmon settle-

1 F . D. Daine, "Separatism in Utah, " Annual Report, 
Americ a n Historic al As sociat io n, 1917, Vol. I, p. 335. 

me nt wa s made in t he Salt Lake reg ion be c ause the people who 

adhered to that f aith wanted a chanc e to live unmolested by 

t he society of the Ge ntil e s . Utah wa s chosen as a place of 

refuge, in preference to Or egon or Calif ornia , because the 

Mormons wanted to be to themselves, and becau se t here was no 

Gentile popu l ation in the reg ion at that time. They believed 

that if they were unmolested for a time they coul d grow so 

strong that they need never fe ar any interve ntion . The coun

try in which t he set tlement was mad e was so uninvit ing tha t 

f ew oth er s would desire t o i nterfere with t hem by settling 

t here. Young s aid, "If they le ave u s a lone f or ten years I 
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shall ask no odds of them. "2 In this spirit he undert ook t o 

2 Quot ed in Ibid . 

make the Mormon or gani zati on so strong in every r espect that 

physi ca l force c oul d not prevail against them. He stat ed t en 

years l ater that the de sired resul ts had been attained, an 

opinion that subse quent event s proved t o be wrong . 

The Chur ch organi zation met al l t he requiremen ts ne eded 

to fu l fil l the desires of the Mormon l ead er . For l awmaking 

t here was Brigham Young who on l y had to s tate what t he law 

was , a nd t he l eg is l ature woul d aut omati cally approve it . 

The powe r s of the judiciary we r e a s sumed by the Bi shops Court, 

which c or re s pond ed roughl y t o jus tice court s . There was a 

High Counc il whose judicia l func tions wer e s imi l a r t o those 

of a c ounty c ourt . Finally , the r e wa s the First Pr e s i de ncy 

whi ch was comparable to a Supreme Co urt. To enforc e the l aw 

there wa s "the mi l itary or gani zation created at Nauvoo, and 

s ti l l c alled the Nauvoo Legion . "3 I n order to provide t he 

3 Ibid . , p . 336 . 

nec e ssary reve nue, s o that this or gani zation c ou ld function 

pr operl y , the tithe and offering of the Church was ava i lable . 

Dur ing the first two years of the Mormon Empi re the 

f oundations we r e l aid fo r the ec onomic prosperity of the 

Saint s, and a pol icy of terr itorial expans i on, pe cul i a r t o 
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t he Mormons , was inaugu rated . This include d iz ranting all t he 

la nd to the Mor mons , and the maintenance of an emi gration 

organization . The Mormon Empire could have expanded as nat 

ura l population r, rowth made it necessary , but that would not 

serve their purpose . What was wanted , and to a great extent 

attained , wa s rapid settlement of t he Empire as de signed by 

Brigham Young . 4 Daine said t h is Empire as planned by Young 

4 Ibid . Emigration 1:rnd the Perpe tual Fund set up f or 
it are discussed in a separate cha pte r of t his study . 

included "Utah, Nevada , most of New Mexico and Arizona, and 

parts of Wyoming , Colorado , and California; included a sea

coast, the harbor of San Diego, and the fre edom of the seas 

for a Mormon Fl eet . 11 5 There was , however, li ttl e realiza-

.5 I bid . 

tion of Young ' s dream except in Utah end there actually 

existed no real need for such a plan in t hat area for, as 

already noted , there was little de sire on the part of others 

to set t le t here . The :Morr:ions were a l most comple t ely isolated , 

except for a fe w travelers passing t hrough , until the Cali 

fornia gol d rush of 1849 . 

Without the approval of the United St ates Co ngres s 

the Mormons se t up a provis io nal g over nme nt for the State of 

Deeeret . Under t h s gove rnment t he coun ties of Sal t Lake , 
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Davis, Webe r , Utah , Sanpete, and Iron were or gani zed. The 

cities of Ogden, Provo, Manti, and Parowa n were incorporated. 

Then provision was made for the construction of roads end 

bridges to connect the c ommunitie s they establishe a . 6 I n 

6 George Smith, The Rise, Pr ogre~s , and Trave l s of 
t he Church of Jesus Christ of La tter Day Sa i nts , p . 19. 

March of 1849, t he provisional government c a l l ed a conve ntion 

to wri te a St a te constitution f or Deseret . The c onvention 

met, wrote a constitution and De sere t began to func tion as a 

state . Short l y afterward, Al mon W. Babbitt was sent t o Co n

gress with a petition in which they requested the c reation of 

a Territory . The re quest for Territorial s t atus was with

drawn u pon t he advice of Thomas L. Kane, one of their non

Mormon friends , and request wa s then made for s tatehood . 

Kane told the Mormons that as a s t ate they woul d be more 

nearly able to establish a government conformable t o the ir 

best interest . He s a id it was like l y that if a territorial 

g overnment was e s tablished , officers appointed by the Fed

eral government mi ght be from ou tside the Territory . Presi 

dent Polk, with whom Kane discusse d the problem, confirmed 

t he fears of t he Mormons . Congress r e jected the r equest f or 

st a tehood , and created a Territorial government in 185o . 7 

7 Daine, £.E• cit . , pp . 336- 337 . 

Some time wes required to inau urate t he new government, a nd 
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meanwhile the illegally established State of Deseret contin

ued to function . The constitution, which provided for the 

establishment of a government similar to other state govern

ments, wa s made an instrument by which the Mormons continued 

the theocracy that had existed the first two years . Brigham 

Young , who was appoint ed Territorial governor by President 

Millard Fillmore, held that office until the arrival of the 

new appointee , Alfred Cumming s, in Apri l, 1858 . 8 As Kane 

8 Smi th, £E• cit., p . 20. 

had predicted, three of t he officials appointed by Fillmore 

were non- Mormons , none of whom reside d in the Territory. 

For this r eason seriou s trouble arose between the people of 

Ut ah and the Unit ed States g overnment. 

The Mormon distrust of the United States government 

grew to a bitter hatred, which was encouraged by the Mormon 

leaders. It was claime d that all Mormons had sworn to avenge 

the death of Jose ph Smith , and considered opposition to the 

United States as one way of doing it , More reliable hi stor

ians h ave not confirmed this charge, yet the Mormons bitterly 

resented the United States government . Brigham Young helped 

to intensif y the hatred whe n he said, 

There cannot be a more damnable dastardly 
orde r issued than was issued by the Adminis 
tration [ Polk 's ] to this people while they were 
in the Indian country in 1846 . Before we l eft 
Nauvoo, not le ss than two United States Senat ors 
carne to receive a pledge from us t hat we would 
leave the Uni ted States, and t he n, while 



we were doing our best t o leave their borders, 
the poor, low, degr aded cusses sent a requisi 
tion for 5 00 of our men to go and fi ght their 
ba t t les. That was President Polk, and he is 
now weltering in Hell with Zachary Taylor, 
where t he present Administrat ion [Buchanan's] 
will soon be if they do not repent.

9 
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9 Quoted by Daine, .2E• cit ., p . 338. The above state
me nt was made on the occasion of Young 's being replaced in 
1858, and although inconsistent with previous stat ements , 
it expressed his feelings from that time. 

The Mormons were co nvinced that there was no justific at ion 

for sending off icials from outside the Territory to run 

t heir affairs . To them the right of a people to govern them

selves did not cease when they left a St ate and moved into a 

Territory . 

In t he Act creating the Territory of Utah, Congress 

left the Territorial legis lature free to define the juris

diction of the courts . Thi s gave the le g islature, which was 

Mormon controlled, a great opportunity to place le e al power 

where they wanted it . The probate courts were g iven, as 

st a ted in the Act of 1852, "power to exercise orig inal jur

isdiction , both civil and criminal," where not specifically 

forbidden by leg islative e nactment . 10 This action was con-

10 Ibid ., P • 339. 

sidered by the Federal judges as an usurpation of power . 
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Friction betwee n the Mormous and the g overnment of the United 

States became more inte nse. The Territori a l legislature al so 

created the offices of Te r ritorial Marshal, Attorney General, 

and Di strict At t orney , to attend all business t ha t came be

fore t he court s. By t his maneuver, local self government 

was assured . 11 These acts of the Territorial le g i slature 

ll Ibid. 

were opposed by the offi ci al s appoint ed by the Federal gov

ernment; as a result the feelings already existing were in

tensified . Resentment and hard fe elin~s continued unti l 

1857, whe n the Administ r ati on under Buchanan s e nt the army 

to compel the Mormons to accept juri sd i c tion of the United 

States government . 

The Mormon l eade rs tried repeatedly to obtain admi s

sion to the Uni on a s a sov0reign s t ate, th inking it would 

l eave all local government in t heir co ntrol and reduce the 

cause for friction . Therefore , in 1855, the Te r ri t ori al 

l egisl ature passed an act providing for holding a co nven

ti on t o f orm and ad opt a constitution for the Territory with 

t he purpose of seeking admi ssion into the Uni on a s a s tate. 

The convent i on met in March, 1856 , and adopte d a constitu

tion . The convention wrote a cons titution, then drafted a 

memorial to Congress requesting admission . The memori a l was 

submitted to the people and met with unanimou s approval. 
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The memorial, with the constitution, was s e nt to Washington , 

where the y were presented by the "Delegate, Hon. John M. 

Bernhesil. nl2 

12 Smith,~• cit . , P• 22 . 

Congre ss once more rejected the r equest for statehood , 

an act which caused the Mormons to feel that their fears and 

distrusts were justified. In a sermon in Augus t, 1856, Brig

ham Young said: 

After 26 years of faithful operation and 
exertion by our e nemie s, what have they ac 
complished? They have succeeded in making 
us an organized Territory , and t hey are deter
mined to make us a dependent State or g overn
me nt , ••• I say we are bound to become a 
sovereign state in the Union, or an indepe nd 
ent nation by ourselves . 13 

13 Quoted by Daine,££• cit . , p . 340 . 

In 1857, the Utah legislature likewise made treasonable 

threats . It informed President Buchanan that if he did not 

i mprove on his a ppointments the officers would be returned, 

and that "we will resist any attempt of r, overnmental offi

cials to set at naught our Terri torial law, or to impose 

upon us those which are inapplicable and of right not in 

force in our territory . 1114 The Mormon threat, although 
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treasonable, was not chal lenged . Buchanan, who had just be 

come president , a llowed it to be pushed into the backgr ound 

in order that the new Admi nistration might deal with the 

slavery issue. 

The Mormons were probe.bly aware of the di ff iculties 

with which Buchanan 's Administration was co nfronted , f or 

carefu l pl an s wer e made to make a new appeal for admission 

to t he Unio n just as the sectional co nflict threatene d the 

nation wit h Civil War. Therefore, a s the Sou t hern States 

were trying to get out of the Union, the nation was con

fronted with the Mormon re quest to admit Utah into the 

Uni on. 15 In 1862, t he people of Utah drafted and edopted a 

15 4 Ibid . , p . 3 1. 

new constitution and requeste d admission to the Uni on; again 

Congress refused t hem admission . Despite the failu r e of 

Co ngress to admit Utah, the Mormons maintained t he il l egal 

st ate governme nt . After the Territorial government e nacted 

l aws eac h ye ar, "Governor" Young of the "St ate" of Deseret 

would r e ad his message to the "State" le gislature, whi ch 

would "solemnl y re - e nact the laws t ha t we r e pa s sed by the 

Territorial legisl ature, and adjourn . 11 16 There existed, 

t he refore, for a considerable area i n the West a dual govern-
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ment, the legal Territorial government and the illegal g ov

ernment of the State of Deseret . 

Brigham Young maintained control over his people in 

his bitter opposition to the United St a tes g overnment . The 

practice of polygamy was the reason for the failure of Con

gress to admit the Territory as a state . Young never re 

le nted on that poi nt ; neither did he rel i nqui sh control of 

his followers. According to the Millenial Star: 

The utmost freedom of speech , free from 
advice, is indu l ged in; but any me asure that 
can not be unanimous l y decided on is submitted 
to the President of t he Churc h, who by the 
wisdom of God, decides on t he matter • • •• 
[sic ] Thu s political union is secured, and the 
shameful display of party spirit, recrimination 
and pet scheme s for individuals or sectional 
aggr andi zement •• • (sic 1 are , in Utah, thing s 
only to be despisea . 17 

17 Quoted by Daine,££• cit . , P• 342. 



CHAPTER VII 

GROWTH OF THE MORMON EMPIRE AND CO NFLICT 

WITH THE UNITED STATES 

Whi le the Mormon Church was located at Nauvoo, Illi

nois , its membership totaled approximately twenty-five thou

sand .1 Although thousands died in the migration, in 1857 

1 Heber J . Grant , ed., A Short Hi story of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, p . 129. - --

the Mormon population of Utah was about thirty thousand, 

includi ng some t en t housand who had emigrated from Englend, 

Scot land, and Wales. 2 This growth was the result of a well 

2 Ibid . , p. 133 . 

designed emigr at ion organization. The reader may recall that 

Bri gham Young wa s once sent to England to win adherents to 

the Church and provide the means by which they migh t emigrate 

to the United States . The policy of t he Church was to induce 

as many as poss i ble of its followers to loc ate in the Salt Lake 

reg ion .3 The success that att e nded the efforts of the Mormon 

J Ibid . , p . 39. 

missionaries in England resulted in gaining adherents much 

faster than they could emigrate to America . In 1841, ther e 
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wer e over s ix thou s and converts in Engl and. By 1851, despi t e 

the f act that t e n thousand had emigr ated t o Americ a , the 

Mormons in Engl and number ed ab out t hirty- two thou sand. In 

February, 1847, they pe ti t i oned the Quee n of Engl and t o a s

s ist them in emigrating to Ame r ica . The pe ti t ion, which they 

presented to the Quee n, was s i gned by thirteen thousand of 

the Saints who declared that "we are pr epared and shall guar

ant ee to send twe nty thousand people of all trades and f rom 

all di s tricts in Sc ot l and , England, and Wales at once ••• 114 

4 G. A. Larson, "The Story of the Perpetual ~igrat i on 
Fund," Mis s i s si§Gi Val l ey Hi s t ori ca l Rev i ew, Vol. 18, Sept em
ber, 1931, p . 1 • 

The numb er of converts de siring t o emi gr at e, but who we r e 

unable t. o d o s o , had gr own t o such an exte nt that the Churc h 

decided t o create an organization to help transpor t them t o 

America . Brigham Young stated that the Mormon Church would 

"never de sert the poor and worthy . 115 

5 Ibid . , p . 18_5. 

I n 1849, a special fund was crea ted by the Churc h to 

assist in a pe r pe tual emigration . At first five thous and 

dollars wer e r a i sed and pl aced in the c are of Bi s hop Edwar d 

Hunter whose responsibility it was t o provide ox- teams a nd 

food f or those people c rossing the United States . Although 

t hi s was a small beginning i t could grow t o s ome thing better , 
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as was suggested by Brigham You ng who, on October 16, 1849, 

wrote Bishop Hunter, 

The few thousand we send out by our agent 
at this time is like a grain of mustard seed 
in the e arth . ~ ~ send it forth into the world, 
and we expect it will grow and flouri sh, and 
spread in a few years to cover England, cast 
it s shadow i n Furope and i n t he process of 
time compass the whole earth . That is to say, 
t hese funds are de s i gned to increase until 
Israel is gathered fr om all nations, and the 
poor can sit u nder their own vines, and in
habit their own homes and worship God in Zion . 6 

6 Ibid., p . 186. 

The need for 3ssista nc e continued to grow, and in 

Sept ember, 1850, the Perpetua l Emi gration Fund Company was 

organized . A charter for the company was granted by the pro

vis i onal government of t he State of Deseret . Brigham Young 

was elec ted its president and thirteen as s istants were ap

pointed to work with him . 7 Fund s of the company were used 

7 Ibid., p . 187 . 

to encourage emigration by advertising its services in a ll 

countries where missionaries worked . A shipping age ncy was 

maintained at Liverpool, England, charged with the responsi 

bility of receiving emigrants, and arranging for their trans 

portation to America . To help defray expenses, emigrants were 



asked to pay as much of their transportation cost as was 

possible . 8 

8 Ibid ., p . 189 . 
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Whe n a shipload of emigrants reached America they 

landed either at New York or New Orleans. From these places 

t hey followed a route to St . Lou is with transportation pro

vided by t he company . From St. Louis they followed the 

rou te established earlier by the emigrants from Nauvoo . As 

they crossed the plains to Utah they were compelled to fol 

low strict rules, much like those established by Brigham 

Young for the first migration . They said prayers in the 

morning and again at night , and during the week-e nds they 

devoted their time to rest and worship. 9 Some of the emi -

9 Ibid., p . 191. 

grants reached Utah by going to the Isthmus of Panama by 

boat, then crossing the Isthmus, and on to California by 

boat . From California the y proceeded to Salt Lake City . 

Upon their arrival i n Salt Lake City t he emigrants were pro

vided for temporarily by the Fund Company . As soon as it 

was possible, however, t he y were d istributed among friends 

and relatives, or sent to other communities to settle . 1O 

lO Ibid . 
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In spite of hvrdships incurred by the emigrants, the Fund 

Company proved very successful in its e arly years, and be came 

a most successful agency for t he promotion of the growth of 

t he population of Utah . 11 

11 J. H. Beadle, Western Wilds , p. 495 . 

Because of a shortage of funds the Pe rpe tual Emi gra

tion Fund Company was for ced to limit its operation between 

1856-1860, by prov iding only for the t ransportation of emi

gr ants across t he At lant i c . The emigrant s traveled on foot 

from the port of entry t o Utah . The y must have made a some

what pathe tic sce ne walking through t he Midwest with many of 

them push i ng all of their belongi ng s ahead of them in carts . 

The Company was revived, however, and the wagons were put 

back into service . Later the appe arance of the railroad 

made it much eas ier, although not necessarily cheaper, for 

t he emi grant t o reach Utah, but by the time the railroad ap

peared t he emigrat i on was on the decli ne . 12 Debts had begun 

12 Larson, .£.E.• cit ., pp . 190 ff . 

t o trouble the Perpetual Emigration Fund Company , and there 

was a decli ne in its operation . By the time Cleveland became 

Presiden t it hac almost ceased to operate at all, and was 

dissolved in 1887 . 13 
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lJ Ibid. 

From 1850-1887, the period in which the Pe rpetual 

Emigration Fund Company was in operation, it transferred 

eighty-five t housand people to America from Engl and and 

Northern Europe . 14 The Mormons appe aled to peo ple everywhere 

to receive their relig ion and come to Salt Lake City. The 

motivating factor was, as the reader is aware , to develop 

the Mormon Empire as rapidly as possible and to provide it 

with people to defend it a gainst anti - Mormons. 

With such a rapid growth in population the Mormons 

felt secure . They were so sure that they were free to govern 

themselves according t o their own designs, that an effort was 

made to rid the Territory of all Gentiles, and to forbid a ll 

others to enter . Brigham Young asserted that any persons 

crossing the Territory , other than Mormons, must have written 

permission from him . This was the occasion for one of the 

most horrible and dastard l y deeds in American history , the 

Mountain Meadows massacre . 15 

15 4 Beadle,££• cit., p . 95 . 

The incident cited as the cause for the Mountain Mead-
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ows massacre took pl ace in Arkansa s. There, in 1856, Parley 

Pratt, one of the Elders of the Church , became involved with 

the wife of Hector McLean, and induced her to leave he r hus

band . McLean a nd two of his friends ran Pratt down, and 

McLean ki lled Pratt. When news of the ki lling reached Utah, 

in t he spring of 1857, t he entire area became aroused to the 

point of i'ury. Brigham You ng or dered all Gent iles to leave 

immediately, a nd threat e ned with violence any ot hers who 

might come into t he Territory . 16 During this period of ex-

16 Ibid., pp . 495-496 . 

citement a wagon train of people from Arkansa s , heade d for 

Los Angeles, arrived in Salt Lake City . In the t rain there 

were a number of wealthy old men with their sons, sons-in-law 

and their fami lies, including a number of young ladies and 

small children . There were forty wagons, several hundred 

horses and cattle, a piano, some elegant carriages, several 

riding horses, and an immense amount of j ewelry, clothing , 

and other minor articles. The total value of their belong

ings was estimated at a sum between one hundred fifty thou

sand and t hree hund r ed thous a nd dollars, making it one of 

t he richest trains ever to cross the plains . 17 
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Whe n the leader of the train realized that he was in 

hosti le country he hastened on in an effort t o ~e t out of it, 

but as they ad vanced southward from Salt Lake City the y found 

the people even more hos tile. The train , no t bei ng pe r mitted 

to pass through some of the t owns , was compelled to det our 

through the desert . The people in the train were not allowed 

to purchase provisions; they found themselves frequent l y 

charged with violating munic i pal ordinance s, in spite of a ll 

efforts to the contrary ; and were constantly in danger of 

arrest . At Beaver they were j oined by a Miss ourian, r ece nt l y 

escaped from a jail to which he had been confined by the Mor

mons, who u r ged them to hurry if they valued the ir lives. 

The pe ople in the train passed through Cedar City , and the n 

increased their efforts to get out of the Utah Territor y . 

They arrived at a place known as Mountain Meadows, where they 

stopped to rest and make repairs before entering the "Nine ty

mi le Desert . " 

There was a rather general feeling l ater that the 

Mormon le ade rs planned the ma ssacre of the members of the 

wagon train . Beadle said , "some secret work had bee n going 

on at Salt Lake City . 1118 Accordi ng t o a tentative plan the 

l B Ibid . 

mas sacre was to occur at Provo, some forty mi le s fr om Salt 

Lake City , but the desire to find a more advantageous pl ace 



68 

cau sed the change which resul t ed in the massacre et Mountai n 

Meadows . In an effort to desc r ibe thi s cruel, inhuman act, 

Beadle wrote: 

The d ay afte r the emigrants passed Harmony, 
John D. Lee , Bishop and Pre sident , called e 
c ouncil and s ta ted that he had r eceived command 
to f ollow and attack the accursed Gent iles, and 
le t the arrows of the Al might y dr ink their 
blood. He st at ed that they were f rom Missouri 
••• , whic h had sanctioned t he murder of the 
Apos t le; and fr om Arkansa s [ where Parley P. 
Pratt had be e n ki lled]. He recited t he ma ss 
ac re of Mormons , the murder of Joseph Smith and 
Hyrum Smith , and called fo r an affir mative vote. 
All hand s were held up , and the expedition was 
et once fitted ou t. Lee turned out the I ndians 
unde r his charge, who surrounded t he emigr ants 
and prevented their going on, whi le a r egu l ar 
call was mad e on the county mi li tia by Col. 
VI . H. Dame, Major J ohn D. Lee, and Captains 
Ha i ght an d Higby . The siege l asted eight days , 
during whi ch a f ew emi g r ant s were killed. 

Some me n ••• testified that they wer e 
ordered out as militia; others that they went 
at t he command of the Bishop Lee ••• Others 
that they were a sked t o go but manage d to avoid 
it . When a l l were collec t e d at the 
Me ad ows, on the eight h day of the siege, Lee and 
some othe r s bore a f l ag of truce to the emi 
grants, and arranged for thei r surrender . They 
we r e to g ive up everything , including t heir arms , 
be taken back to the settleme nt and taken care 
of , bu t held till the war was over . On t hi s 
agreeme nt t hey started on t hei r return . 

There [ remained in the group] sixty fighting 
me n, fort y women, and f orty- eight ch ildren . In 
front were two wa6ons , driven by Mormons an d 
co ntaining the me n wounded i n the s iege; behind 
them were the women ~nd chi ldr·en, and l astly t he 
men . Be side the me n marc hed the Mormon mi litia 
in si ngle fil e. Off on e ither side we r e mounted 
me n to i ntercept any who migh t bre ak t hrough the 
l ines . A hollow crosses the r oad there , on each 
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rocks and bushes where the Indians lay in 
ambush . As testified to by one witness, the 
wome n talked j oyfully of their rescue from the 
Indians , and thanked God that they were under 
t he protection of white men. 

As the wagons passed the gully and the 
women and ch ildren were just entering it, Ike 
Hi gby , st anding on the bluff above, waved hi s 
hand as a signal . Haight gave the command: 
Halt 1 Fire 1 On this instant the Mormon mil
itia turned, an d with their guns a l most touch
ing their victims , discharged one volley , and 
a l most every man of the emigrants fell dead • 
• • . The women and children turned and ran 
back toward the men ••• in twenty minut es 
six score of Americans lay dead upon t he 
ground •••• 19 

19 Ibid., P • 498-499 . 

The people in the wag on train were al l related, and 

when kille d practically an entire clan was exterminated. 
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Onl y children, too sma l l to remember the incident were spared, 

and all identity of the group was lost. Great efforts were 

made to keep the incident a secret, but so many people with 

bothered co ns ciences could keep no such secret, and in time 

John D. Lee was brought to trial and convicted of t he murder . 20 

20 Ibid., p . 498. 

He wa s not the onl y guilty party involved, but his conviction 

served to bring the incident to a close. 

Isolated as the Mormon community was, prevent ing the 
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leakage of information abou t a crime l ike the Mou ntai n Meadows 

massacre was no seriou s problem. Political aff air s , however, 

gained attention much qu i cker, as t he Territory was u nder t he 

direc tion of t he United Sta tes g overnme nt . 21 Trouble began 

21 
A. G. Browne, "Utah Expedition , " At l ant ic, Vol. 

III , Marc h , 1859, P• 363. 

for t he Mormons a l most immediately after the Terr i tory was 

creat ed. The appointme nt of Brigham Young as Territorial 

g over nor, although it s eemed logic al to both Fillmore and 

Young , cau sed some criti c i sm in Congress and by t he Federal 

appoi nt ee s t o the Terri tor y . After Young wa s appointed he 

expelled some of t he Federal officers from the Territory . 

Subse que nt l y t hreat s were made aga i nst those allowed to re

main . F.fforts to replace You ng as governor were u ns ucce s s 

ful. One attempt wa s made by the g overnment to replace him 

with Lieute nant Colo nel St eptoe, of t he re gular army , but 

t he Colo nel decl ined and rec ommended that Young be retained . 

When You ng le ar ned t hat a n effort to remove him was under 

way he i nformed his followers, "I am and will be g overnor, 

and no power can hinder it . " United States offic i als natur

ally t hought that such arrog ance had to be suppressed. 

Young 's inte ntions may have been to demand more than he 

t hought he cou l d get in order to be able to compromise, b ut 

he sa id t h a t if off ic ia l s pe r sisted in opposi ng h i m t hey 
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would be s l ain . In the latter day s of Pierce's Admini stra

tion, the United States offi ci als were run out of Salt Lake 

City, some fearing for thei r l ives . On at l east one occa

sion a mob broke into the courtroom of the United States Dis

trict Court in Sal t Lake City, and demanded that the court 

adjourn . By the spring of 1857 , an Indian a gent named Hunt 

was the only non-Mormon official in all the Ter rit ory . 22 

22 Ibid . 

Thus Buchanan was face d with what seemed a rebe ll i on when he 

took office . However, the s l ave r y question was demandi ng 

attent ion, and for some time it forced the Mormon problem 

into the background . 

Republic ans , finding in the gove rnmen t co nflict with 

the Mormons an opportunity to emba rras s Buchanan and po □ sibly 

e nhance their political position , introduced t he Mormon prob

lem in Congress . In Congress the Republicans claimed that 

polygamy and s l avery were one and the same and t hat both 

problems shou l d be dealt with as one. 23 It was well known 

23 4 Ibid ., p . 36 • 

that the Mormons refused contro l by any authority other than 

the ir own, and in spite of all inducements to obey the law 

they remained defiant . With this in mind Buchanan , upon the 

insiste nce of Fede r al officia l s , e xpelled by Young , decided 
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to remove Young fr om the governorship of Utah. To replace 

Young he chose Al fre d Cunnnings , Superinte nde nt of Indian 

Affairs on the Upper Missouri . 24 Mr. Cummings was r e putedl y 

24 6 I b id ., p . 3 7. 

a gent leman of education, ambition, and execut ive ability . 

Buchanan se nt a l ong the a r my to make sure that Young did not 

preve nt Cummi ne s fr om e xercising his duties as g overnor . 

V!he n ne ws of Young 's removal reached Utah a yell of rage and 

de fia nce sounded from one e nd of t he Terri t ory t o the other . 25 

Young received the news of hi s removal while he was attending 

a celebration of the t enth year of t he founding of Salt Lake 

City . As he addressed hi s followers he reminded them that 

ten years bef ore he had said that with ten ye ars of pe acefu l 

development he would ask no odds of the United St at es . He 

also said t hat now t hey constituted a f re e and independe nt 

state, and were prepared to face the emergency . 26 After Young 

26 
Browne,~• c i t ., p . 368 . 

had fin i shed his spe ech his f ollowers dispersed, we nt home , 

and prepared to do whatever he mi ght call upon them to do. 

Meanwhile the continge nt of the United Sta tes Army, 

numbering two thousand five hund red troops in all, collec ted 
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at Fort Le avenworth . There , between July 18 and Jul y 24, it 

beg an it3 march to Utah . The commander of this small force 

was Colone l Albert Sidney Johnston who l ater serve d as a gen

eral in the Confedera te .Army . He boasted that he would re

store order if he had to kill all t he Mormons in Utah . The 

troops reached Utah in t he fa ll of 1857, and after some brief 

encounters with the enemy , most l y making ar r es ts, it set t l ed 

down for the winter . 

The Mormons we re in favor of opposing the United States 

force after they were called upon to do so by their leaders, 

and after the leaders assured t hem that t hey would not submit 

to the armed forces . Brigham Young issued a proc l amation 

forbidding the troops t o remain in the Utah Territory, and 

announced that arms would be u sed to resist them . During t~e 

l atter part of September and the fi rst par t of October the 

Y.ormons attacked the government troops with cava l ry, and suc 

ce eded in destroying most of their suppl y wagons, thus cr eat 

ing a short age of s uppl ies . 27 Since t he t roops were unable 

27 Ibid . , PP • 368-371 . 

to communicat e quickl y with the St at es a company was sent to 

New Mexico for supplies, and returned with them shortly after 

Christmas . 

Pre side nt Buchanan in his message to Congres~ i n 1858, 

admitted the existence of a rebellion in Utah , and sought 
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some me a ns of settling it , To bring about a settlement of 

the war, or near-war , Thomas L. Kane of Pennsylvania, after 

talking with the President about the matter, was sent a s a 

mediator be twee n the Mormons and the Federal g overnment. 28 

28 
Ibid., April , 1859 , P• 475. 

Kane, who had befriended the Mormons on several occasions, 

was probably the only man who could have s erved in such a 

capacity , for he was one of the fe w Gentile s the Mormons 

trusted . After corresponding with the Mormons in Salt Lake 

City, Kane l e ft for California bearing a letter from Buchanan 

in which the President re ques ted that Federal off icials show 

him every courtesy . He proceeded to San Bernardi no under an 

assumed name, but was detected and c arried to Salt Lake City 

where he was rec e ived warml y . 

The Mo rmons, it mus t be remembere d , always f elt that 

t he Federal governme nt was wrong , and told Kane a nd General 

Johnston ( promoted to Brigadier Gene r a l during t he expedition) 

that all t hey wanted was t o be left alone to choo se their own 

r ule rs . Kane persuaded t hem to g ive in on the matter, h ow

ever, and order was restored . Bri gham Young was required t o 

g ive up his office and Cumming s became Territori al gove rnor 

in his place. 

Although Young remained at t he head of the Mormon 

Church unti l his death in 1877, an d in tha t capacity often 
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had some difficulties with the Fede ral government , the Mormon 

Empire wa s broken . The people of Utah remained obedient t o 

t he l aws of t he Unit ed States after the r e storation of order 

t here, and l ater , after the question of polygamy was solved , 

the Territory was admi tted to the Union . Therefore , the 

efforts of t he Mormons to set up a separate s tate in the We s t 

were unsucces sful . 



CHA PTER VII I 

SUMVARY A1 D CO NCLUS I ON 

The Mor mons , in 1847 , founde d a t Sa l t Lake City one of 

t he most unique se tt l eme nts in Ameri can history . Spr i ng ing 

from the teachin~s of a r elig iou s s ect , f ounded by Jo s e ph 

Smith and l ater l ed by Br i gham Young , t hi s sett l eme nt was 

built by t he Mormons in order to develop a s ocie t y in whic h 

they mi ght be free to practi ce t heir re l i g i on without f ear of 

molestation from non- Mormon s . To r e ach t h is l a s t pl ace of 

r efuge t hese pe opl e wandered t hrough the Mis s i ss ippi Valley 

from Ohi o to Missouri , fi nally sett l ing in I ll inois , in an 

attempt to establ ish a community amonr, the Ge nti l es . In I ll 

inois Jose ph Smith was ki l led by a mob , and the Mor mons were 

forced to leave that state by t heir adversar ies . They were 

l ed by Brigham Young , wh o r epl ac ed Smith , t o a place be l ieved 

t o be beyond the reac h of t he Un ited State s , only t o find 

when they a r rived that t he United St ates , as a r e sul t of t he 

Mexican Var , had moved West more rapidl y than they had . The 

succ e ss of t h is ve nture wa s in l arge me asure the resul t of 

t he le ad ership of Brigham Young . Charles and Ma ry Beard 

c l aimed that it wa s " t he most successful example of r egul ated 

migration in American h istory . 11 1 

1 Charl es A. and Mary Beard , The Rise of Ameri c an 
Civi l i zati on, p . 624 . - - ---
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Upon arrival i n the Gre a t Salt Lake re g ion the Mormons 

dis couraged profiteeri ng, and each family wa s a llot t ed a share 

of l and to work a s it saw fit . In fact, for a f ew years a 

st a te of a l most pure communi sm existed . This e nded, however , 

when certain leaders of t he Church began to bui l d up their own 

personal ho l ding s at the expense of other members. The eco

nomic system es tablished by Br igham Young made the Mormon set

tlement one of the most prosperous in American hi story . There 

was l itt le or no poverty , and crime was almost non-existent , 

as it was not tolerated . The life of t he com.'1mnity was di 

r ec ted by the Church leade r s to enhance their pos itions and 

to inc rease their strengt h . 

\Vhe the r internal developme nt would have upset the system 

establi shed by the Mormons was never deter mined , as they were 

set upon by the Federa l government soon after t hey set up a 

system of government . They remained in a state of conflict , 

sometime s vio l ent , until the Civil War began . With the organ

ization of the provisional ~overnment of the State of Deseret , 

the t.Tormon s appe a l ed for admission to the Union as a s tate. 

Cong ress rejected their appeal and cre a ted t he Territory of 

Utah instead . This action by Co ngress brought the Mormons 

under the supervisi on of the national governme nt . The ap

pointees of t hat governme nt were resented by the Mormons, and 

an effort was made to get rid of them. This led to ope n con

flict which e nd e d afte r the inter venti on of Thomas L. Kane . 
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The Mormons then became law abiding citizens, and with some 

few except i ons went abou t t heir affairs unmolested . The prac

tic e of pl ural marri ages caused some disputes t o develop be

twee n t he Mormons and the Federal g overnment, but no serious 

conflict arose and t he Utah Territory r emained peaceful unti l 

it was admitted t o the Union . 

Although driven from the borders of the United States, 

and with great economic lo sses, the Mormons were successful 

in setting up a community on the barren wast es of what became 

Utah . Through thrift and industry the Mor mons not only re

ga i ned t heir losses, but developed a vast section of the West 

into a prosperous area . In time Mormon communities wer e 

spread from Iowa to California; the Church g rew rich ; individ

uals amassed fortu nes ; communism vanished; and the Mormons 

became a s worldly mi nded a s the desc e ndants of the Puritans , 

who had a sim l a r backgrou nd . As the Mormons progressed t hey 

built t heir monume nts, in t he form of t heir reli gious temples. 

Wherever the y settled, t he Mormons looked to Salt Lake City 

for l eadersh p . 
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