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ABSTRACT 

Col e , James P ., A History of Larr:pasas , Texa s : 188 2- 1 89 5 . 
i\fa st e r of-Arts (H1sto-ry ) , Januar~ 1 968 , Sam Houston 
Stat e College , Huntsvill e , Texas . 122 pµ . 

Purpo se 

It was the purpo se of this ~tu dy t o point out t he 

influence of water upon the development of Lampasas County , 

and to investigate changes in the county upo n the arrival of 

the railroad in 188 2 . Sp ec ial attention was g i ve n to (1) 

t he development of th e city of Lampasas fro 1n a fro nti e r 

village to a mo r e modern city ; (2) t he change in political 

attitude which developed among the rural por t ion of the 

popul a tion as opposed to the political attitude of thos e 

who live d in th e city ; (3) t he stability of the a r ea in its 

reliance upon the pr esence of a wa t er supply and a rural 

popul a tion for a ~ontinuing existence. 

Methods 

The dat a us e d for this study were (1) newspape rs , 

magazines , and uo cu men ts found in the Texas State Archives 

and University of Texas ewspap e r Collection ; ( 2) int e rview s 

wi t h select e d individuals; (3) th e fil es of t he La mpasas 

Histor ica l Socie t y ; (4) th e minutes of the Board of Trust ee s 

o f the ~!e tho dis t Church , a p amp hl et on the Texas Banke r s 



Association, and the diari es and p:1pers of Lamp a s as residents 

during the time period consid e r e d . 

Findings 

From th e evidence pres e nted in this study the 

following conclusions appear to be in ord e r : 

1 . The first cau se for s e ttl emen t of Lamp asas County 

was th e exist ence of an abundant wa ~er supp ly. 

2 . The primary r eason for th e continue d exist e nce 

of th e village of Lampasas was th e farmers who settled 

near th e nume rous streams in t he area, and those individuals 

who ca me to drink the sulphur water of the springs for 

medicinal purposes . 

3 . The arriv a l of the railro ad in 188 2 transformed 

Lampas as from a frontier village to a city with the con

veniences of the lat e 1800's. 

4 . The railroad did not chang e the city of Lampasas 

but mer e ly accelerat e d that which was already slowly deve

loping . 

5. The individuals who came to Lampasas after 18 82 

carried wi th them an at titud e concerning government which 

did not agre e with th e attitude of the farmers who lived 

in the county. 



6 . The most important change of the period was th e 

diverg ence of political attitude between tl1 ose ~ho lived 

in the country and thos e who lived in the town . 

Approved : 

Supervising Professor 



Purpo se of th e Study 

The pri ma r y c au se of s e ttl eme nt in Lampa sas , Te xas, 

was the e x is t e nce of nu me rou s s ulphur spring s in the are a. 

2 

As the fronti e r popul a tion gr ew , t wo distin c t pion ee r typ e s 

settl e d in Lampasa s . One pionee r was th e f a r me r, who s e ttl ed 

clo se to th e Lam pa s as River or its tributaries and us e d th e 

wat e r for s t ock - r a ising . The othe r pionee r was the city 

dwe ll e r, who ai de d the f a r me rs and the individuals who c ame 

to Lampasas to drink th e sulphur water for medicinal purposes . 

In the 188 0's the re deve lop e d a divergenc e of politi

cal attitude be t we en the farm e r and the city dweller. How

ever, the patt e rn of population growth in the county, based 

upon the pr e s e nc e of an abundant wa t e r supply, did not chang e . 

The a rrival of the railro a d me r e ly served to accelerat e th e 

gro wth of the cit y and accentu a t e the difference of attitude 

betwee n the rur a l and city inhabitants of the county . 

The purpose of this study is to establish three 

points : f i rst, that de ve lop me nt of La mpa sas County was 

ori g inally de pe nd ent upon the exist e nc e of a perma ne nt 

suppl y of wa t e r; s e cond, tha t influenc e of the railroad in 

Lampasas County did no t chan ge the economic basis of the 

are a , i.e . , th e wat e r supply, but did a cc e lerat e social a nd 

political ch a nges tha t were t aking pl a c e in th e c it y an d 

country s id e ; a 11d third, the two typ es of pionee r s e ttl e r s 



differed substantially in political attitude as a result 

of changes in business and society which extended to all 

parts of the nation in the late nineteenth century . This 

constituted the most important change during the period 

under consideration . 

Limitations of the Study 

The study is based upon th e assumption that the 

ch anges which took place in Lampasas, Texas , were part of 

a process that was repeated in other villages and cities 

throughout the nation . Therefore , the first limitation 

3 

of the study is to address itself only to those changes 

that took place within Lampasas County . Mo reover, the 

study is limit ed in time to the mos t important period of 

change in Lampasas County. The period to be investigated 

will be limited to the years 188 2 to 18 95 . These years , 

beginning wi th the arrival of the railroad, represent the 

p~riod of the greatest growth and change within th e area . 

It is necessary to include a survey of the history of the 

col1nty from its beginning in 185 4 to 1882 so that the ex 

t en t of change and the importance of the water to the area 

might be better unders to od . As it is impossible to examine 

all of the changes th at occured, only the more important 

event s can be examined . Following the survey of th e ea rly 

histor y of tl1e county , the next thr ee chapters wi ll be 
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conce r ne d with t he i mpo rt an t in s titut io ns and events as 

th ey deve l oped within the city fr om 1882 to 1895. One 

cha p t e r will des cri be th e deve l opme nt o f Lamp as as a s a r e 

sort , an d th e fo llowin g ch apter will investi gat e the found

ing of th e Texas Bankers ' As soci a tion in Lampasa s . The 

follo wi ng c hap t e r wi ll inves ti ga t e th e deve lop me nt of 

educa tion in Lampasas , pri ma rily th e est ab lishme nt of Ce n

ten a r y Coll ege i n 188 3 . Th e fin a l chap t e r wi ll be conc e r ne d 

with the Fa r mers ' Alli a nc e , th e activiti e s of which will be 

confin e d t o th e county a s much as possi b l e . It shou l d be 

und e rsto od th a t some of the activiti e s of the local alli an ce 

may r equire s ome ba ckg r ound information to under s t and t he 

motives behi nd t he l oca l activity . 

Methods of Inves tigati on 

The foll ow ing s ources of informat i on we r e used t o 

obt a in dat a for this study: (1) newsp a pe rs and magazin e s 

in th e Texa s St a t e Libr a ry and the Unive rsity of Texa s 

ewsp ape r Co ll ec ti on; (2 ) pe rson a l in t e rviews withse lecte d 

citi ze ns fro m Lampasas County ; (3) the f iles of th e La mpasas 

Chap t e r of th e Te xas St a t e Historica l Soc i ety ; (4) the 

minutes of th e Boa rd of Trust ees of Ce nt e nary Co l l e ge; (5) 

a pamp hl e t dea li ng with th e f ound i ng of th e Te xas Ban ke r s ' 

Associ a ti on ; and (6 ) th e di a ri es and pa pe rs of thr ee 



s 
Lampasas citiz e ns of t he period - - Arron P . At en , D. C. Thomas , 

and Adolphus P . Hungate . 



CHAPT ER II 

EARLY LIF E AND TH E ARRIVA L OF THE 

RAILROAD I N LAMPASAS , TEXAS 

Before going into de tail conce rning the life of 

La mpasas County , Texas , between 188 2 and 18 95, one must 

be provide d with an overview of th e county from 1854, when 

it was first settled , to 1882, when the railroad arrived in 

Lamp asas . The i mmed i ate e ffect of the railroad on Lampasas 

will be examined in terms of increa se d economic activity . 

The summa ry of the deve l opmen t of the county wi ll point 

out (1) the frontier nature of the area , (2) the import a nc e 

of wat e r to settlement, and (3) th e catalytic effect of th e 

railro ad on the city and rural area . It is not int end e d to 

develop extensively the thesis of the paper, but only to 

point out in microcosm the trends within the county. 

The Beg inning of Lampasas 

The first settler in the area of pr e sent Lamp asas 

was Moses Hughes, a native of Talledge County, Alabama . 

Traveling with his fa mi ly, he reached th e Austin Colony, 

near th e sit e of Br e nh am , Texas, in Washington County , by 

the summer of 1835 . After surviving the "runaway scrape" 

in 1836 , an event fo s t ered by th e Te xas Revolution and th e 

r etreating army of Sam Houston , th e family , in 1838, moved 
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to Burleson County . In 1840, Hughes married ~liss Hannah 

Berry and live d in Williamson County from 1847 to 1853, 

when he moved to the frontier area now known as Lampasas 

County " for r easons of my he a l th. Myself and brother Nimrod 

were the first families that settled in the county outside 

th e jurisdiction of Coryell County . 111 

By 1855 others had heard of the health-giving springs 

on th e Sulphur Fork of the Lampasas River . A l etter written 

to the True Issu e , a La Grange, Texas, newspaper, on July 25 , 

1855, from Lampasas Springs , is witness to the increasing 

popularity of the area : 

We were all agreeably surprised with the 
looks. . of the Springs. They are not sur-
roun ded , as was supposed, by hills, and ravines, 
but the r eve rs e . The scenery is rather pictur
esque and roman tic, than grand or wild. The town 
o f Burleson (as Lampasas was then named) is 
'amon g th e things that were ' for the lots were 
sold last Friday , that is near $2000 dollars 
worth. The town is south of the lower springs 
and near the m. The lots are 128 feet by 69 
feet, 60 foot streets, 18 blocks of 8 lots. 
This week a town has been laid off up here on 
the hills . . but not so large as the lower 

lots 100 by SO. There are at present 
about 75 tents, besides 8 or 10 dwelling cabins , 
which contain an average of about four inmates, 
I suppos e . In all I pres ume there are about 600 
persons, visitors and residents. We have some 
ten stores and shops, two Daguerrean roo ms , and 
a hall for public exhibitions, balls, etc . 
There is a market open at all times with the 

1Mo scs Hu ghes, " The Life of ~loses Hughes," Lampasas 
Historical Society files . 



necessaries, and occasionally some luxuries . 
for the camp . All in all a pretty fair village 

. resembling, I presume a ' big digging' in 
California. The drinking spring called the 
'Box spring' [sic] is always surrounded by a 
crowd of perso~'drinking to their own health' 
lat e and early . In the morning the beautiful 
grove around is occu~ied by persons who require 
th e gaseous sulphur . 

The sale of public lots was in response to a 

"~lemorial" sent to the state legislature by th e citizens 

asking that a county be created . The memorial stated that 

the celebrated Sulphur Springs were sufficiently near the 

center [o f the area] and "superinducing ,_ on account of 

their popularity as a watering place, a rapid settlement 

of the country around them" warranted the creation of 

the county . 3 A condition included in the memorial stated: 

The proprietor or owner of unsold lots 
in said Town [Burleson] will give for the 
use of said County such lots as fay be re
quired for all public buildings. 

The "propr ietor or owner" was Elizabeth Scott, whose 

father, John Burleson, had fought in th e Texas Revolution 

and had received for his services a certificate issued from 

2 True Issue, August 18, 1855 , La Grange , Texas; 
Texas State Library, Miscellaneous Papers , 1028. 

8 

3
Me morial to the Legislature for ~laking Lampasas the 

County Seat, (MSS in th e Texas State Library , Aus t in , Texas) , 
Documents Division . 



the Bastrop Board of Commissions , April 26, 1838 , which 

entitled him to one league and one labor of land for his 

9 

services . In 1854 , sixteen years after receiving the deed , 

he deeded the land to his daughters , ~lartha Morse and 

Elizabeth Scott . By July 1 855 Elizabeth Scott and her 

husband had surveyed a pub l ic square for the f r ontier 

vi ll age . 5 

By an act of t he Sixth Legis l ature the Coun t y of 

Lampasas was created in 1856 from parts of Tr avis and 

Bell counties . Burleson , t he principal community , was 
. 6 

renamed Lampasas and designated t he county sea t. 

Early Li fe in Lampasas : 1 856- 1 88 1 

The viJlagc of Lampasas Springs grew and by 1859 

boasted a hotel to care for its guests . The Scotts ' Hotel 

o ffered l odging for a man and his horse at t he rate of 

$2 . 00 a day . The children and servants were accep t ed a t 

half-price . The house rules were simple : " Gentlemen wi l l 

occupy t heir own rooms and beds and no others ," a nd "no 

card playing will be a l lowed unless Ladies are engaged in 
7 

t he game ." ' The St ar Hote l, or Gr acy House , as i t was 

30 ; 

of 

511 Scrapbook , " Lampasas His t orical Society files , p . 
Lampasas County Records : Deeds , Volume X, p . 1 76 . 

6 Moses Hughes , Lampasas , 

7Thc Lampasas Chronicl e , 
Texas Newspaper Collection . 

His t orical Society fi l es . 

Oc t ober 1 , 1859 ; Universi t y 
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popularly called, was the principal hotel and stagestop in 

Lampasas . The owner , C. N. Gracy , was one of th e first 

settlers in Lampasas . The hotel , built in 1856, was sur

round e d by a na tive limes tone wall which served in part as 

protection from Indians . A bell which was in the rear of 

the hotel announced the arriva l of the stage and other 

public alarms needed by a frontier town . A wagonyard was 

loc a t ed across the street for th e convenience of the 

guests . 8 

For th e "sporting " citizens horseracing was avail

able . The Lamp asas Chronicle on October 1, 1859, announced : 

Severa l races have been closed r ecen tly, 
some of th em to be run on the Lampasas tracks 
and some at the Cow House . This week the rac e 
between ' Dove ' and a celebrated horse from 
Eastern Texas runs on the Lampasas Tracks for 
one thou sand dollars , $500 a side . The Cow 
House boys h ad better come 'flush' for 'Dove' 
has many friends that will 'go thei r pile '. 

The water of the Lampasas springs provided th e first 

growth for the city , but farming and stock raising were 

equally important . An editoria l r ead : 

One of th e most desi r able features of this 
r egion for stock-raising purposes is its never 
failin g supply of good clear spring water . While 

811 Scrapbook ," p. 29 . 

9The Lampasas Chronic l e , October 1, 195 9 . 



most of th e s tr eams in Texas a r e muddy and 
s lo w runnin g , th ose in th is v icinity are a ll 
clear and swi ft . l o 

Practi ca ll y no far mi ng was done in th e 1860 ' s except for 

s ma ll ga rdeni ng and th e growing of some wheat or corn for 

bread . 

11 

During th e post -C ivil Wa r period in Lampasas County , 

th e re was an influx of settl e r s from other Southern states 

who too k land by pre-emption unde r the Homes t ead Law of 

1862 . The Santa Fe r a ilro ad owned much l and which was 

plowed and placed for sal e at $1.00 per acre , but littl e of 

t he l and was t aken . 11 Before th e arrival of th e railro ad , 

merchandi se for Lampasa s was fr e ight ed overland by wagons 

drawn by oxen and horses fro m t he nea r es t railroad point , 

Round Roc k, Texas . 12 

The post-Civil War period also wi t nessed th e rise 

of the cattl e industry, and of th e tr ail drives in which 

seve r a l Lampasans participated . Ac cording to one s ourc e : 

In th e spring of 1 868 , Pe rry Townsen wi th 
his neph ews Joh n and Bil li e , togeth e r wi t h Bob 
Mitchell , Pink Higgens , and Tom Straley , drove a 
he rd of cattl e to Wyom in g . In 1872 Jasp e r 
Towns en , Pink Higgens , Bob ~Ii tche ll, ' Lonee ' 

lOTh e Weekly Democra tic Statesman , January 11, 18 83 ; 
Unive r si tyof Texas I ewspapc r Collec ti on . 

1111 Kcmpner , Te xas , " Lampasas Historical Society fil es . 

12 The Lamp as:-is Record , ;,lay 14, 1936 . 



Mitche ll, and J oe Straley , l e ft Lampasas County 
for Kansas with 2800 head of beef st ee rs. They 
wer e a !ittle more th an four months on th e 
trai l. 1 

1 2 

The Hancock and Hanna Springs were along th e rout e 

of the ea rl y day cattle trail from Texas to Kan sas , and 

many trail he rd s , con sis ting of thou sands of Longhorn Texas 

Cattl e , slaked th e ir thirst on t he long drive to their 

des tination. Sinc e this was one of th e main art e ries feed-

ing th e Chisholm Trail , the cattl e we re driv e n di r ec tl y 

through town. App roa ch in g fro m the southwest , the h e rds 

cross ed t he Sulphur at Ha ncock Park , passed along Wes t ern 

Avenue , and out of Lampasas he ad ing northwest. 14 

Lampasas , like other frontier village s, had to con

t end wi th frequ en t Indi an depredations . The Comanches , 

fa mous as horse-thi eves , were the mai n offenders . Moses 

Hugh es , on e of the first settlers in the county , r e lat e d 

thi s exper i enc e with the Indians: 

In 1855 I settled seve n miles west of 
Lampasas on the San Saba road . In 1857 th e 
Ind ians became very troubl esome and continued 
their dep r eda t ions until 1 866 or 1867 . I h ave 
been ch ased by th e r edskins seve r a l times , and , 
on ce , ha d my ho rs e shot fyom under me . I was 

13Garrctt To wnsen , "A Brie f History of th e Townsen 
Family ," pape r r ea d at th e To\msen Reunion , Adamsvi ll e , 
Texa s ; Lampasas Historical Soci e t y files . 

14 The Lampasas Reco rd, ~lay 14 , 1936 . 



surrounded by seven of t hem an d run [sic ] by 
wor king in the l ead for a mi l e and a half . 
Then I t hought a good t hicke t wo uld bea t a bad 
r un , so I made for the t hicke t, and on stopping 
I fou nd t hat my horse had an a rr ow in his flank 
r a nging fo r ward 1 8 inc ~es . One Indian r an about 
7 5 yards f r or.1 me and I pulled him down h·i th my 
rifl e , and at t he crack of t he ri fle I saw h im 
str aigh t en hi mse l f and he gave a ye ll . They 15 all l ef t and went on t he ir way do wn the country . 

13 

Anothe r Indian s t o r y was tol d by ;-.irs . Sa llie Leland Straley 

West and published in the Lampasas ~ecord . The story con

c e r ns neighbo r s of t he Straley's , a family name d J ennings , 

in 1 867 . One nigh t in th e moonlight , an Indian was k illed 

at th e Jennin gs place as he attempted to make off with a 

hors e tied just outs id e the front door . Jennings ran out 

of th e door and scalped hi m. The de ad Indian was left 

t he r e fo r t wo days , and th e event was c e l eb rated by letting 

out scho o l . Final ly , l•lrs . Jennings complained and the 

Indi an was dragged with a rop e and hors e ove r to th e next 

mountain and l ef t to rot . It was r eca ll ed that " The 

bu zzards neve r bothered him ; he just lay t here and dried 

up . After a while t he wolves scattere d his bones around a 

littl e ." The absence of buzzards was partly attributed to 

th e Indians' " filthy h abi ts , " cau sing an unpl easant odor 

which t he horses often detected before the ir owners . 1 6 

15 ~Ioscs Hughes , Lamp<1sas Historic a l Soci e t y files . 

1 6 La mpasas Reco rd , ~la rch 24 , 1949 . 
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To deal with Indian depreda tions , the Lampasas Gu a rd s 

wer e organized in 1859 . The Constitution of th e Guard de

cl ared : 

[We] . seeing and feeling th e necessity 
o f the or ganization of a military comp any , for 
th e be tt e r prot e ction of th e frontier , do here
by agre e and pledge ourselves to form a mi l i t ary 
co mpany , to be kno wn as th e ' Lampasas Gu a rds ' , 17 

The purpose of the Gu a rds wa s t o catch the Indians, if 

possibl e , or at least to keep them out of the immediate 

area . A minimum of 32 and a maximum of 100 men we r e 

authori ze d and e lections for rank were held once a year . 

The company was divided into squads whose du t y it was t o 

make we ekly scouting trips. In 1859 Hillary Ryan was 

elected Ca p t a in , ~los e s Hugh e s 1st Lieutenant , Asa Langford 

and R. . Jac kson 2nd Li eutenants , and Nark Bean Firs t 

Sergeant . 1 8 
~ (l 

In 1869, th e ye ar after t i1e Lampasas Guards were 

organized, the citizens of Lampasas County org aniz e d against 

another en emy . The Civi l War had begun . Lampasas sent one 

unit t o serve in th e 17th Tex a s Infantry, two units t o the 

27th Brigade , Texas Militia, and two units t o the Texas 

17The Lam pa sas Chro n icl e , Octob~ r 1 , 1 859 . 

18The Lampasas Chronicl e , October 1, 1859 . 
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State Troops, 2nd Frontier District. 19 

In 1866-18 67 , Indian raids came unusually often. 

On July 15, 186 6 , th e citizens of Lampasas County sent 

a petition to Governor Throckmorton which read as follows: 

In obedience to the wishes of the frontier 
people we respectfully represent to your Excellency 
that for more than one year past the frontier has 
r eceived no protection from the General Government 

Whole Settlements have been broken up, 
families reduced from affluence to want, the 
rewards of a lifetime of industry have passed off 
before their eyes, the scalping knife not in
frequently used, and to the present time the 
cries of suffering humanity have not been heard 
by the Government . The frontier at this time is 
falling back , a stand-point must be made somewhere 

In conclusion, we submit . . that you 
will feel it to be your duty and no less your 
pl easure to extend to us such protection as lif~C 
property, and the pursuits of happiness demand . 

By 1875 the Indian problen1 in Lampa s as County had subsided . 

After the Civil War , people still came to Lampasas 

to visit the sulphur springs . From the olcier and more 

populous sections of Texas people journeyed in wagons , 

carriages , and on horseback to Hanna and Hancock Springs , 

"the principal pleasure and health resort in Texas a t 

19The Lampasas Record , January 27, 1966. 

20 Petition number 70 from the citizens of Lampasas 
to Governo r Throckmorton, July 15 , 1866, James J. Day and 
Dorma~ Winfrey (eds .), Tex~ Indian Papers : 1860-1869, 
(Austin: Texas St~te Liorary , 19 61) , pp. 95-96 . 
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th e time . 11 21° During the summe r s Lampasas became a populo us 

t en t ed city with hundred s of people encamping in th e shad e 

of the nume rous pe can tr ee s in the vicinity of th e springs. 

Th e Arrival of the Railroad in 1882 

In 1882 , with th e a rri val of th e Gulf, Colorado , 

and Santa Fe Rai lro ad , the village of Lampasas expe ri enc ed 

a peri od of rapid grow th . Before this ti me cattle rustlin g 

and Indian depr edations had ma r ked the town 's history. In 

the spring of 1882 the Gulf , Color ado , and Santa Fe Rail

ro ad was building westwa rd with it s t e r min us to be in 

Lampas a s . 22 The Lampasas Dispatch spoke of the economic 

boost which th e railroad wou l d bring to th e small village : 

Grading will begin tomor row on. 
th e branch to this pl ace . Col . Gres ham of 
the Santa Fe was here t oday , and thinks his 
road will reach Lampasas inside of six weeks . 
Lampasi3 is promising t o be come th e Baden of 
Texa s . 

Th e pap e r also declared th a t the app ro ach of the r ail road 

was " already beginning t o have an invigora t ing effect" on 

21 The Lampasas Record , Augus t 30, 1956 . 

22 The La mpasas Record, July , 19 63 . 

23The Lampa s as Disp a tch, Apr il 6 , 1882; Texas St a t e 
Library Miscell aneous Pape rs , 1082 . 
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The actu al work of buil d ing th e r a ilroad was don e 

by convicts, using pic ks , shove l s , and mule t eams . For 

entertainment some of the boys of th e t own would spend t he 

day watching th e wo r kmen build th e rail hump and lay t he 

tr ack . 25 The s u rvey for ti1e r ai lro ad was made by H. L. 

Higdon , who was th e brothe r of John Higdon, a b us ine ssman 

in Lampasas . John Higdon , i n his l ater years , was known 

as " The Father of Thi rd Stree t," be c a us e of his for es ight 

17 

in believing corre ctly t hat t he stree t wou ld one day be 

come the main thoroughfa re . 26 In a letter f rom Effie Ozb urn 

Greem,·ood , t o t he Lampasas Dis patch , da ted August 23 , 1931 , 

Mrs . Gre enwood said : 

H. L. Higdon . . mad e th e survey , working 
day and night , and wa l king mil e s t o get th e r oad 
t o Lampasas . I t was c olls i der e d an inaccess i b l e 
point fro m th e enginee rin g ang l e . When his heart 
was so i nvo l ve d for b ro ther John's interest , who 
was merchandising then , he solved t he pro b l em , 
proved the f easibili t y of th e route convincing , 
and La mpasas wen t on th e ma in rout e . 27 

In May 1882 the Gulf , Colorado and Sant a Fe Rai lroad 

arrived in La mpasas and created a wave of pro speri t y which 

24 I bid . 

2511 Kempner , Texas ." 

26 11 Scr apbook ," p. 87 . 

27 Th e_ I.a m asas Dispa tc h , ,\ugus t 23 , 19 31 . 



would continue for th e next several years . On th e day of 

arrival, school was s uspended and prepara tions were made 

for the event . Some families with picnic bask e ts went to 

the depot, located about on e mil e eas t of town , t o await 

18 

t he tra in . A chronicl e r of th e day describ e d th e activi ti es 

as follows: 

A fe w fa milies with picnic baskets went 
down to th e bridge at Sulphur Creek to watch 
th e tr ain come in . The y ate their lunch e s amid 
much merriment and anticipat i on of th e special 
train . We ch ee r e d wilily an<l waved hands , hand
kerchi efs , and baske ts fran tic a ll y . 28 

Elaborate preparation had been ma<le by th e l ocal officials 

who accompanied the train. Sp ee ches and a bar becue were 

t he at tractions . The l adies we r e expec t ed to bring cakes 

and pies "and the me n to furnish every t i1ing e l se . 11 29 Th e 

tr ain wa s du e at 1 0 :00 a . m., but visitors fro m surrounding 

cou·nti es began a rrivi ng th e day befor2 . Miss Ettie Aurelia 

Adkins , whos e f a th er , Dr . J. ~- Adk i ns , was one of th e l ocal 

offici a ls, sel e cted to be a pa rt of the official gr ee tin g 

par ty, r e l a t e d in her boo '..;: , One Texas Ol d ~ia id , her r e -

coll ec tion s of th a t day : 

28 Ibid. 

29 Ettie Aure li a Adkins , One Texas Old -laid , (Dall as : 
W i l li a Jil T . W a 1 k e r , 1 9 3 8 ) , p . 6 9-. -



When we arrived at the station ther e was 
such a crowd of peop le, mother said she thought 
th a t everyone on earth must be there . The crowd 
was so dense we could not ge t near the depot. 
Every tr ee , as far as on e could see, was full 
of b6ys and they we re st anding on the roof of 
the station. Hors e s had been unhitched from 
all vehicl es as a safe t y pr ecaution, as ve ry 
few, if any , of th ese animals had even seen a 
train . 

Every little while some one would yell: 
'List en , I think I hea r it coming! 1

, and the 
few who heard his voice wou ld pause a second . 
The tr ain was due; th en overdue ; people became 
restl ess ; some thought it might have jumped 
the tr ack ; w~~le oth e rs thought it might not 
come at all. 

19 

The train did arrive and that summer the Gulf, 

Colorado, and Santa Fe Railroad adve rtised special rat es on 

round trip tjcke ts to Lampasas from any point in Texas on the 

Santa Fe line .31 

The Economic Effect of th e Railroad in Lampasas : 

1882-1883 

Before the r ai lroad arrived in Lampas as , merchandise 

was hauled from Round Rock by wagon and most of the build

ings in Lampasas h ad been built with lumber brought from 

Round Rock. Now th at th e railroad had extended to Lamp a sas, 

it was possibl e to furnish supplies to points in West 

30 rbid . 

31 The Lampasas Re cord, May 14 , 1963 . 



20 

Texas . 32 Limestone rock was replacing lumber as the chi ef 

building materia l . Limestone was ab und ant around Lampasas , 

and , in short ti me , the square was buil t up on all sides 

with two-st ory buildings which extended thr ee b lo cks up 

Third Street and almost to Chestnu t Street . 33 Third Stree t , 

lat e r dubbed " Silk Stocking Stree t," was th e main street 

of the town . The affluence of the city was demo n s trat ed by 

t he steadily r is ing value of assessed t axabl e property . In 

187 0 , the figur e stood at $349 , 256 ; by 1881 , the figur e 

had risen to $1 , 260 , 547 ; and by 1 882 , the value of taxab l e 

· 34 prop e rty had ris e n to $1 , 654 , 348 . Property values had 

ris en so r ap idl y th a t t he Weekly Democ r a tic St a t esman in 

Austin , Texas , r ema rked : 

I t is s aid that property values have been 
pu t so high at Lampa s as th a t a good many pe ople 
hav e be~g dete r r e d fro m s e ttlin g t he r e in conse
quence . 

Business was on the upswin g and optimism wa s in the 

air by t he summer of 1 882 . The post o f fic e was located at 

Hanno n 's Drug Store on the north side of the square , and 

L. G. Linc cs um advertised his s e rvices as a denti s t and 

32 Ibid . 

3 3Lampasas Record , Augus t 4 , 1 966 . 

34 Th~ Weekly Democ r a tic Statesman , January 11 , 18 8 3 . 

35Jbid . 
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surg eon . For legal work, W. B. Abney advertised in the 

Lampasas Dispatch as an attorney a t law . He was also a 

real estate agent and notary public . He promis e d "prompt 

attention given to all business en trust ed to him , " and his 

offic e was l oc ated over Amos and Brothers Store . The Star 

Hotel, H. N. Gracy , proprietor , was serving guests . James 

De Hay was th e local blacksmith . The r,lasonic Sara toga 

Lodge anno unc ed in the Dispatch that the " r,lasonic Sara toga 

Lodge meets at th e hall in Lampasas on Saturday nigh t on or 

before the full moon in each month . " D. C. Thomas was t he 

Worshipful ~las t e r of th e Lodge and T. l:-! . Hayni e the Secre

t ary . 36 

In 1883 th e corn e rston e of the courthouse was laid 

by the r,lasonic Orde r and Governor Carl Hubbard was pr e s en t 

t o delive r the dedication address . 3 7 The city jail and 

courthouse were constructed at a to t al cos t of $40 , 000 . 

Mr. John r,lcCormick was contracted t o do the rock wo rk on 

t he buildings . 38 

Pub l ic improvements were pr eva lent in Lampasas in 

1883 . The Galveston Ne 1vs , in an article da t ed from 

36The Lampasas Dispatch , Apri l 6 , 1882 . 

37 The Galveston News , September 2 , 1883 , University 
o f TeX as ·~ e w Sp aper Co l l e c ti on . 

38The Democrat Journal R~v i cw , da te unknown , (Privately 
held by R~Dawson , Lampasas , Texas) . 



Lampasas , r eported : 

Tr av is B. Forres t e r, of Austin , has 
obtained th e c ontr ac t fo r wa t e r work s in 

22 

our city . The contrac t c a lls for four and 
on e -ha l f mi l es of pipe wi th a c apacity fo r 
l,00 0·, 000 ga ll ons . ~Ir. For r es t e r mea n s 
bu s iness , an d i s abl e to f ul fi ll the contr ac t 
both as to abi lity and c api t a l , and no doubt 
will so on have our cit y we ll s uppli ed with wat e r . 39 

The new wa t e rworks would br i ng wat e r to many home s , 

reduce fi r e haza rd, provide f or fir eplugs , a nd be used to 

sprinkl e the du s t y unpave d stree ts of the city. 40 A 

stree tc a r line was built i11 18 83 which e x t e nd e d up Third 

Stree t fro m the r a ilway st a tion outsi de t he city . On 

July 7, 18 83, th e Lampasas Di sp a t ch, r evi ew ing the achieve 

ments of th e yea r, said : 

The r e a r e t wo ic e pl ant s in op e r a t i on . 
The tel e phon e is und e r way ... and electric 
light s a r e being v e ry fa vor ab ly conside r e d . 41 

The Park Hotel was be ing construct ed in 1883 and wa s n ear 

co mpl e tion. The hote l wa s to be th e main r e sort attraction 

in Lam pas as and will be de a lt with more ex t e nsive ly in 

later cha pt e rs . Lamp as a s was ris i ng tow a rd th e cr e st of an 

39 The Ga l ves ton News , Augus t 28 , 18 83 . 

40 The Lampasas Di spa t ch , news pa pe r clipping in 
Lampasas H1s ton c a l Soc i e t y f il es . 

41
Thc Aus tin Wee kl y St a t esma n, Jul y 12, 18 83. 



econo mic boom . On /\lay 28 , 1883 , th e Lampasas Dispa t ch 

not ed : 

Di rt was brok e n t oday for three t wo - s tory 
business houses . Thr ee others ha ve fundations 
l aid and will begin soon . Over a hundre d f r ame 
bu il~ings are now in c ou r se of const ructi on . 42 

23 

The a rr iva l of th e r ai lro ad affec t ed agricultural 

trade in Lampasas . As th e mos t wes t e rn point on the Sant a 

Fe line , Lampasas was th e natural tr ade c en t e r of a large 

are a of c oun t ry "rich in agricultural and stockgrowing 

r esourc es . 11 43 An area within a fifty-mile radius was 

serve d and in Lampasas "a high price could be had for 

cotton and woo l and the stor e s for suppli es were better . 1144 

Th e Aus tin Week l y Statesman , r eporting th e agricultural 

conditi on of Lampasas County in 18 83 , stated : 

The moun t ain slopes and coves and t he wide 
valleys affo r d fine p as turage . The t a ll sedge 
is th e mos t ab un dan t grass, but it is not so 
nutriti ous as th e mesqui t e , which cov e r s about 
1/4 of the grazing l ands . Stock c at tl e and 
hors e~ a r e r aised on th e op e n r ange th e year 
rou nd , but wo r k animals anJ sh eep r eq uir e some 
wint e r f ee d . Sheep increase annually about 
50- 75 %, and a r e genera ll y free of dis ease 
except t he scab , whi ch is easily cure d by 
t ob acco dip . They are gene rally o f t he common 

4 2The Weekly Democratic Statesman, Nay 31 , 188 3 . 

43 The Lampasas Dispatch , J ul y 24 , 1948 . 

44 I bid . 
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breed and yie ld a fleec e of about #3 weight. 
According to the assessment rolls of 1 882 
the r e ar e in th e county 5649 hor ses and mu l es , 
32 , 357 cattle , 20 , 062 sheep, 707 goats , and 
596 2 hog s . Wo rk hor ses a r e wo rth from $2 5- $60 ; 
mul es $50-$80; oxe n $40 - $60 a yoke. Beef and 
mutt on r etai l a t 4-5¢; pork 5-7 ¢ ; bacon 12-16¢ 
a pound, corn is 50 ¢- $1 . 00 a bushel; flour 
$3 . 50-$5.00 a 100 lb s . A few dee r are found 
i n th e bottoms , and the ordinary variety of 
fresh wat e r fish are numerous in the streams . 
Wat e r powe r is furnish ed by the Sulphur fork 
o f the Lampasas , which is believed to be 
suf fi ci e nt to run the heavies t machinery , but 
has as xet been utili ze d to only a limit e d 
extent . tis 

A cre ame r y was built in Lampa sas , and this enabled the 

farm e r to send his "creame ry ch e cks to the bank onc e a 

week and get gold for them . " In 18 83 , the Gulf , Colorado 

and Santa Fe Ra ilroa d announced tha t the city had doubl e d 

in trade and th a t over one mil l ion pounds of wool ha d be e n 

shipp e d during th e year . 46 The climate around Lamp a sas 

24 

was conside r e d to be mild with an average yearly rainfall 

of ove r twen ty inches ; th e r e fore, one could work outdoors 

most of the ye a r . 47 Farm land sold for from three to f ive 

doll a rs an ac r e and grazing land two to four dollars an 

acre . The land was productive during mo s t of the year . In 

July and August small grains we re ha rvest ed . In September 

45Th e Weekly Democratic Statesman , Janu a r y 11 , 1883 . 

46The Aus_!._in Weekly Statesman , July 19, 1883. 
47

The Lampasas Dispatch, Ju ne 24, 1948 . 
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cotton and a fall woo l clip were brought t o market . In 

spring cattle shipmen ts as well as a spring wool c l ip l ef t 

Lamp asas . 48 

Two woo l clips a year in compa ris on with the annual 

northern clip did much to encour age th e sh ee p industry in 

Lampasas County . The qu a lity and s iz e of the Wittenburg 

clip enha11ced the pr ice of woo l on the mark e t . The improved 

clip was named after a German immigrant , William la rk 

Wittenburg, who came to the United States from Westphalia , 

Germany, in 18 45 . He was a sheepman in Tenness ee until 

t he Civil War . Af ter the war he moved to Texas and Bell 

49 County and l a t er to the western part of Lampasas County . 

By 18 83 the frontier village o f Lampasas was bein g 

transformed in t o a mode rn and contemporary city . The Santa 

Fe Railroad ended the isolation of the vil l age which pre

viously had c ommunicated with the world via the ox-cart or 

horse . A more settled and cultured individual was replac

ing the rou gh f ronti ersman . Electric lights; the telephone , 

a public water system , a streetcar, and perma ne nt rock 

buildings were th e ma rk of a progress iv e mid-nineteenth 

c entury town . However , new arrivals in Lampasas continue d 

in th e same lines of employment which had cha racterized the 

48 Thc Wee~}x_ Democra tic Statesman , January 11 , 18 83 . 

49 The Lampasas Record, February 27 , 19 64 . 
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county before the arrival of the r ail r oad . The individual 

in the city served the farmer and th e guests visiting the 

sulphur springs . The farmer combined stock-raising with 

farming and depended upon the city of Lampasas for supplies . 

The railroad se r ved to accelerate th e development of Lampasas 

County and tl1e pace of life for those living within . 



CHAPTER II I 

DEVELOPi\lUH OF LJ\i\lPASAS AS A:-I I LAND RESORT 

For yea r s peop l e !tad been c om i ng t o t he Lampasas 

Springs t o drink t he c urative s u lphur wa t e r . At fir s t , 

t ent s p i t ched bes i de the spr ings were the ma in s he lt e r . 

It was r emarked by an obse r ver t ha t in th e s pr i ng and 

summe r mon t hs Lampasas became " a t en t city f i ll ed with 

hund r eds of peop l e . 111 Howeve r , the r a i l ro ad transfo r me d 

the fr on t ie r atmosphere of Lamp asas t o that o f a mo de rn 

and pr og r e s sive ci t y , a nd nowhere was tha t tr ansforma ti on 

mor e appa r ent than in the u se o f t he sulphur s prings . 

Pr acti ca ll y ove r n i ght Lampasas be came t he mos t popul a r 

inl and r eso r t of Texas . The r eso rt , wh i ch wa s fin a nc ed 

by r a ilroad men and i n t e r es t ed l oc a l t own s -p e op l e , a ttr ac t e d 

go ve rnor s and oth e r dignit a ries f or a numbe r of yea rs . 2 

Seve 'r a l ho t e l s and an opera hou se we r e bu i lt a nd soc i a l 

l i fe was ab undan t . By 1885 the ra ilro a d move d f a rth e r 

wes t , and Lampasas began an ec onomic decl i ne th a t wa s to 

l as t fo r t he next t en years . Bu t for a whil e Lampasas was 

bill ed as t he " Saratoga of the So uth , " and v isito r s we r e 

inv i t ed t o come there an d "mee t the s oci a ll y cor r e ct , 113 

1scr apbook , " Lampasas Hi s t o r ica l Soc i e t y f i l e s , p. 46 . 
2 

The Lampasas_ Reco r d , Decembe r 19 , 1963 . 
3The LampasR s Record , Decembe r 19 , 1963 . 
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The Park Hotel 

The Park Hotel was th e finest hotel in Lampasas and 

featured th e most modern faciliti e s and en tert ainmen t . For 

several years it r epresented the bes t in Lamp asas . The 

hotel was complet e d in th e spring of 18 83 and was backed 

financi a lly by a group known popularly as the Galveston 

Syndicate , who had incorporated as The Lampasas Springs 

Company . The me mbe rs of the Syndicate were wealthy rail

road men employed by the Gu lf , Colorado and Santa Fe 

Railroad . 4 While th e Lampasas hotel was being constructe d , 

a hotel was being bui lt in Galveston which was known as 

the Galveston Beach Hotel. The Galveston Syndicate probably 

planned to build an inland hotel in Lampasas in order to 

take advantag e of th e curative properties of the sulphur 

springs . Acco rdingly a hotel was built in Lampasas which 

closely resembled the Galveston Beach Hotel , and both 

hotels opened in the spring of 1883 . 5 The name of the 

Lampasas hotel was , of course, the Park Hotel . 

The Park Hotel was bui lt high on a hill overlooking 

all of Lampas as and the surrounding countrysi de . The 

comme nt of one local observer was as follows : 

4 The Lam pasas Reco rd, Augus t 30, 1956 . 

5Ho warJ Burnstonc , The G::tlveston Tha t Was (Ne\v York : 
1c lillan Company , 1966 ) , pp-. -126-127 . 



One aft e rno on we t ook a ca rri age drive 
to the upp e r spring and t o th e new hot e l . It 
will be magnificent and s how of f to a good 
advanta ge . It is wonde r f ul

6
how the town is 

building in th a t dir ection. 

The hot e l wa s on a plot of ground cont a ining more than 

29 

245 acr e s and wa s locat ed in the 700 block of South Spring 

Street . 7 Large windows r an fro m floor to ceiling and an 

Americ an Gothic two-story porch shaded th e lowe r story upon 

which rockers we r e placed . The building contained 80 guest 

rooms, broad stairways , a game room , a dining room , a 

spacious lobby and pa rlor, a ballroom, and was carpeted 

from wall to wall . The hot e l wa s equipped with el ectric 

lights and call bells in each room. 8 According to Mrs . 

W. H. Moses, a large chande lier i mported from Franc e hung 

from the ceiling of the ballroom. 9 Mrs. Moses , a resident 

of Lampasas in the late 1880 ' s and 1890's , recalled the 

dining room in th e hotel: 

The dining ro om wa s served by colored 
waiters , expert in balancing the large black 
trays on th e flatt e ne d palm of the hand, with 

6Arron P . Aten, "Diary of Arron P. Aten , " privately 
held by Jame s P. Cole , Lamp asas, Texas , p . 8 . 

7 The Lampa s a s Record, December 19 , 1963 . 

8Ibid ., lay 14, 1936 . 

9Statement by W. H. 1oses, personal intervi ew. 



never a slip or a tip over of t ea or co ffee . 
Thes e waiters were very expe rt in serving 
gu es ts and a lmos t were list ed among 'necessary 
equipmen t' in all the best hot e ls. Two nam e s 
I recall were Jim Baker and ~s se Starmes, who 
were among th e best in town. 

A boardwa l k , known as "the Lover's Promena de , " ran 

fro m th e front entr ance of th e hote l to the suspens ion 

bridge over Sulphur Creek at Hancock Springs . The board

walk was on e mi l e long . The bridge was a single sp a n sus

pension bridge which rocked like a cr adle when crowded and 

yet withstood seve ral floods befor e it was finally washed 

away . Acro ss th e bridge were separate bath houses for 

ladies and gent l emen . Th e bath hou ses were cover e d and 

separ a t ed by a wa ll ex t e nding from front to back directly 

over the sprin g tha t supplied the pools with fresh water . 

Each poo l was 40x60 feet wide and from three to five feet 

deep. 

Below the ma in bath house was another bath hous e , a 

long enclosed building from which projected several com

partme nts. Eac h compartment contained a dr ess ing room and 

a small tub whe r e hot baths could be obtained . 11 

Near the ba ths was the office for the purch ase of 

tickets and soda pop and candy . Those who did not own a 

lOThe Lampasas Record , December 19, 1963. 

1111 Scr apbook ," p. 46 . 
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bathing suit could rent one fo r a nomina l sum . The women ' s 

suits we r e made of a heavy navy blue ma t e r ia l and included 

bloomers , blouse , and sailor coll ars , with or without lo ng 

black s t ockings . When soaked with wa t e r th e suit was bulky 

and weighed seve ral pounds . They were t he same typ e of s uits 

worn at th e beaches in Galves ton . 1 2 

In front of th e hot e l was a large pavi l ion . During 

the summer season an orche s tra was emp loyed t o play for 

dancin g and afternoon conce rt s . The pavilion was conside r e d 

t o be quit e an ach i evemen t in th a t it was built without a 

cent e r po l e . Contractors in Galveston an d Houston de cl ared 

that the pavi li on could not be bui lt; how eve r , a loc a l 

c a rp e n t e r , \ Jr . Tom Lo oney , a veteran of Sabi ne Pass , agreed 

to con s truc t t he pavilion . 

On ce r tain nights the dr e ss was informal , but on 

Friday and Saturday n i ghts , during th e summe r season , 

t ux e do es for the men and formal dresses for women we r e the 

rul e . On th ese nights a uniformed orchestra playe d in th e 

d i n ing r oom and t hen moved out to the pavilion , whe r e 

dancing conti nued until 11 : 00 o ' clock . 1 3 

In back of the hot e l runnin g north and south on 

Spri ng Stre e t ~ere tw o rows o f small cottage s of thr ee and 

1 2The Lampasas Reco r d , De cembe r 19 , 1963 . 

13 Th ~ Lampas as Record , Decembe r 19 , 1963 . 
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four rooms . 

14 bachelors . 

The cottages on the south ro w were rented to 

After the first summer season in Lampasas in 1883 , 

a mule-driven street car was built to carry the guests 

from the r ailway station to th e Park Hotel , a distance 

of about three miles . The Galveston News , in an article 

da t e lined Lampasas , August 21 , 18 83 , said: 

A company has been organized with G. M. 
Snodgra ss of Austin; J . L. Jackson , of Sherman , 
and James D. Snodgrass , of Burnet , as incor
porators , styled the Lampasas Street Railway 
and Transporation Company which has obtained the 
Lampas as Springs Company franchise, and will 
at once lay down a street railway from one to

15 t he other city , work to begin in thirty days . 

The track was built from the depo t across the flat north 

of Burleson Creek to Third Street , then up Third Street to 

Western Avenue , then over to Fifth Stre e t , and west to the 

entrance on South Spring Street, then south past Bachelor ' s 

Row to the hot e l . The price of a fare was one nickel . 

How eve r , if a guest preferred a carriage from the station, 

one was always available . 16 

When the train arrived, hack drivers r ep resentin g 

other hotels in ti1 e city would put their foot on a previous

ly agreed upon boundary line and yell for their respective 

1 4 r bi <l. 

1 5The Galveston News , August 22, 1883 . 



hotels . Some of the drivers , such as Cris Bletcher , Dude 

Brown , Arthur Fra z ier , and John Erne st , would yell for 
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the Star , the Globe , the Geroni mo , and the Frazier house or 

some other hot e l in the city . 17 

Lampasas at the time wa s the most noted 
health resort in th e st a te , due mainly to the 
r epu t ation of i t s miner a l waters that flowed 
f r om its several springs . ~!en and women came 
he r e on stretchers with stomach trouble and 
r heumatis m and many of the m would be on the 
streets walking around in just a few weeks 
af ter drinking and bathing in the health giv
i ng waters . 18 

The above statement by the Reverend Buren Sparks sums up the 

main attraction of Lamp a sas in th e 1880 ' s. The Sulphur 

Springs , predating the discovery of concentrated sulphur 

drugs , was no doubt an effective cure for some types of 

diseas e and , at l e ast , provided a psychological boost for 

some of t he visitors . Moreover , the curative wa t er , t o

gether with the swank hotel accomodations , a t tracted a 

wealthy and culture d c l ass of peopl e to Lampasas . 19 

The first manager of the Park Hote 1 , ~!aj or Wheadon , 

provided much quality entertainme nt during the first year . 

On July 10 , 1883 , a hotel-sponsored dance was given in t he 

main par l or . ~lusic was furnished "by a pianist and an 

17statement by W. !-1 . Moses , person a l interview . 

1 811 Scrapboo k , " p. 45 . 

19The La mpa s as Rec o rd , t- la rch 11 , 1965 . 
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20 It a li an boy-orches tr a . " The Aus ti n Weekly Statesman 

r eported on July 12, 188 3 , th a t on the nex t Friday evening 

a dance was t o be given in th e parlor "under the manage 

ment of the fin ished in s tru c tor Prof . R. G. Cheezeman of 

Galves t on . 1121 

The Park Hotel managment announced that a shooting 

t ournament was to be he ld on July seventeenth . The loc a l 

news pap e r announced that since the "mammoth" hotel was 

just co mp l e t ed accommodations wou l d be adequate. The 

Austin Weekly Statesman on J uly 12 , 1883 , predicted : 

Four thousand wild pigeons, togethe r 
with cl ay pigeons and glass balls wil l make 
thi s th e fin es t tourn ame nt eve r he ld in Texas . 22 

The tournament was he ld on "the inner grounds of th e Park 

r ace course in plain view of th e Park Hotel balcony ." The 

entrance fe e was $10 . 00 and th e starting time was 9 a . m. 

It was reported tha t hundreds attende d the shoot , and that 

two men name d Porter and Dunn , of Houston, wer e the winners 

with th e high es t score ever made in the s t a te : forty-seven 

out of forty-eight shots . 23 

20Thc Austin Weekly St a t esma n , July 12 , 1883. 
21

Ibid. 

22 Ibid. 

23 rbid ., July 19 , 1883 . 
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A r ace tr ack was built in Lampasas at th e same ti me 

as the Park Hotel . It stood at the bottom of th e hill from 

the hotel on flat and fertile ground . Races were held 

during t he summer season and were an important part of the 

local entertainment . The folloKing is take n from the 

Galveston News and is dated Augus t 19 , 1883 : 

Long before the hour of the races , the 
grounds surrounding t~ e Park Hotel were throng ed 
by an anxious multitude. The first race of 500 
yards Kas for a purse of $300 dollars. With the 
che ers they came down th e track beautifully. The 
entries were J . J. Hal e 's Grey John, Jim Brown 's 
Big Emma , and LeRoy Lee ' s black colt . At the 
tap of the drum th e horses started in fin e sty l e 

. The black colt finished a week ahead . 
Pools sold before the rac e s 3 to 1 for 

Big Emfila . It is estimated that about $8000 
ch anged hands on the r ace . 24 

Ex-Gov e rnor Elisha M. Pease visited the Park Hotel 

in August of 1883 . While attending a dance at th e hot el , 

he · became ill and retired to his room . For the next t en 

days Governor Pease ' s condition became more critical and 

on August 27, 1883, the Galveston News reported th a t: 

Governor Pe ase suffered l a st night and 
thi s morning very much, but is resting better 
thi s evening . Dr . Wooten of Austin is here 
attending the governor

2
_in connection with 

Dr . Wells of our city. ~ 

24 h T e Ga 1 v es ton :_ e 1v s , Aug us t 19 , 18 8 3 . 

25 rhid., August 27 , 18 83 . 
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Governor Peas e died eight days l a ter. His body was 

sent t o Austin on a special train furnished by Santa Fe 

r ailroad offici a ls . 26 

In 1835 Lampa sa s was chos e n as th e site fo r t he 

annu a l en c amp me nt of the State Mili ti a . Thi r ty of th e 

mos t prominent companies in t he state were in a tt e ndance , 

and the activities attrac t ed a l arge numbe r of visitors . 

Governor John Ireland , th e commander-in-chief of th e State 

Mili ti a , was in attendance . The Dal l as Times Hera l d , in 

an advertiseme nt sponsored by the San t a Fe r ai lro ad , 

announced: 

Prizes will be given t o the Bes t Drill ed 
Co mpanies [and] Best Dri ll ed Soldiers, and a 
Gr and Sha~ Bat tl e wil l be among the many a ttr ac 
t ion s . Rail r oads have offered special induce
ments which wi ll give everyone an opportunity t o 
not only see t he fine drilli ng , but a change t o 
visit the young Saratoga of the South--Lampasas . 27 

The railroad sold special round trip ticke ts to Lampasas 

from "all s t ations on the Gulf , Co lorado , and Santa Fe 

Railroad . 112 8 The Da ll as Times Herald in an a rti c l e 

dat elined from Temple , Texas, on June 24 , 18 85 , said: 

26Ibicl . , Sep t e mbe r 5 , 1883 . 

27 The Da llas Times Herald , June 4 , 18 85 . 

28 rbid., Jun e 22 , 1885 . 



The i mme nse tr ave l be t\~·ee n thi s place 
and Lampasas h as no t appa r e ntly diminished , 
th ough th ousands of people have gone from 
here ove r th e Santa Fe durin g the l as t week . 
We have t h r ee da ily trai ns crowde d, and fro m 
all appearances th e Sta te Drill is a big 
thin g . 29 

Rifl e Co mpani es from Dallas , Ft . Worth , Houston, Waco , 

Cleburn e , Alv a rado, Seal y , Orange , Austin, Na va sota , 

Belknap , and Lampasas were r e prese nt e d-- over five hundr e d 

soldi e rs in a11 . 30 

Governor John Ireland too k time for some e lection

eering with the p e ople of Lamp a sas . A part of his speech 

ran as follows : 

If I see another legislature I shall see 
that they appropriate something from the 
people ' s money for the purpos e of encouraging 
volunt ee r troops. I believe th a t the r e should 
be a permanen t plac e for th e state enc ampmen t . 
I am electioneering for no particular place , but 
if I ~ere, I know o f no more appropriate and 
beautiful place than t h is valley . 31 

37 

After 18 85 th e Gulf, Colorado , and Santa Fe Railroad 

moved fa rth e r west and the Park Hotel began to decline in 

popularity . Mr . Henry Holten managed th e hotel for seve ral 

years . By December 10, 1888 , the Lampasas paper , in r eply 

29 · Ibic!_., Jun e 25, 1885 . 

30The Dall as Times Herald, June 24 , 18 85 . 

31 rbid., June 26 , 1885 . 



to an editori a l comment in th e ~las on I ews , said, 

So me people of this co mmunity are be
ginning to thin k of th e editor of th e Mason 
Ne ws as a prophet . A week ago he stated in his 
pap e r th a t ' al l that kee ps th e Park Hote l at 
La mpasas from being crowded with peop l e i s th e 
want of advertising . ' This week the editor could 
state that th e Par k Hot e l at Lampasas h as closed 
its doors for the l ack of patronage . 32 

38 

A ~Ir . Kneuth and W. A. Patterson were th e last manage rs of 

the Park Hotel which was kept open during th e summe r season 

but was closed th e r es t of t he ti me . In 1891 the Park 

Hot e l wa s clos e d to cu s t ome r s and l ea sed t o t he Kee l y 

Institute for al coholic t herapy fer three years . 33 In 

1894 i t was l ea sed ~o the Cent enary College in Lampasas , 

and in December 1895 the hot e l burn ed t o th e ground . 34 

The burnin g of t he hotel marked the end of a colorful era 

in t he histor y of Lampasas County . 

Hann a Park Springs 

The Pa rk Ho t e l was an expensive hot el which attracted 

gues t s wi th expe ns i ve t as t es . The Hanna Park o ffered gue s t s 

the opportunity to be nefit from th e curative sulphur water 

32Ralph W. St een , The Texas ews , (Austin : The 
Steck Compan y , 1955) , p . 12 9 . 

33 I_h e_ Lampasas Record , Decembe r 19 , 1963 . 

34 Ib i<l . 



at a lower cost . These guests , in the early days before 

th e railroad , camped out near the spring ; however , after 

th e railroad was built, visitors who did not go to the 

Park Hotel , stayed in th e Globe , the San Geronimo , the 

Star, the Frazier House or some other inexpensive hotel 

and commu t ed to the Hanna Springs . Some , no doubt , 

continued to camp outdoors . 

Hanna Springs Befo r e the Railroad 

The Hanna Springs were first owned by John Hanna 

39 

and Isabelle Whi t e . The first me~ tion of the Hanna Springs 

is found in Lampasas County Records of 1879 . Sara White 

sold all t he "ri ghts , interests , and all landed property 

of my husband J . S . White, r e lating to th e estate of 

Isabell e Whit e " for the sum of $2000 . 00 on !\lay 1, 1880 , at 

7% int eres t. The land was sold to Mr . Jacob Hanna , 

couns elor for the estate and a memb er of t he l aw firm of 

Ramsdell , Whit e , and Hanna . 35 The mention of John Hanna 

in the count y r ecords was in larch of 1881 , at which t ime 

Mr . Green Hanna of Jersey Landing, California , sold to 

Mr . William Hanna "for th e sum of $4 , 695 . 40 gold coin , all 

personal prop e rty of John Hanna and Is abe ll e White 

35 
The La mpasas Record , 1-.larch 11 , 196 5 . 



(deceased) . 1136 By 1881 the Hanna Springs property was 

owned by the Hanna family. 

40 

There were some improvements made in th e Hanna 

Sprin gs grounds after th e arrival of the railroad; however, 

th e i mprovements were not extensive . Mr . J . A. Valient, in 

a letter to Mrs . W. H. Moses of Lampasas, recalled his early 

impressions of th e "old Hanna Springs": 

The old Hanna Springs buildings were 
not i mpressive . The hot and cold baths were 
prepared by a portable boiler standing outside. 
I can r emember seeing camps sc a ttered al l around 
in th e wooded area , countless numbers of people 
takin g the waters . It was said th at many of 
them were from far away places. I can r emembe r 
that when the old pool was enlarged that the 
diggers found big piles of buffalo bones and 
Mexican coins buried in the mud . I can 
remember that when th e south wind was blowing 
that it would carry th e odor of the sulphur 
water to our house a mile t o the northeast . 37 

The Hanna Springs pool was enclosed with a concret e well 

with an iron railing around th e top. Some crude bath 

hous es were built. The Park contained about seventy acres 

and "ext ended north of Hackberry Street, west to Pecan 

Street, and south again to Pecan Street in a wire fence. 1138 

36 Ibid . 

37 J. A. Valient to Nrs. W. H. Moses, date unknown. 
38

The Lampasas Record, March 11, 196 5. 
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The Central Te xa s Town Co mpany 

On Febru a ry 14 , 1884 , th e Hanna Springs holdings 

were reorganized und e r a corpor a te charter witl1 a capital 

stock of $200 , 000 and "for the purpose of improving and 

promoting the Hanna Springs . 1139 The corporation was 

chartered und e r the name of the Central Texas Town Company . 

Only three of the original memb e rs of the corporation are 

mentioned in the charter . Mr . George M. Snodgrass , a 

l awyer from Austin , who had a part in the streetcar franchise 

which was dealt with above , ~r . D. A. Dyer , who owned a 

drug store on the corner of Second Street and Western Avenue , 40 

and Mr . Frank R. Malone , who was cashier of the First National 

Bank , 41 wer e the three mentioned . When the Central Texas 

Town purchased the land , many improvements were made . Mrs . 

W. H. Moses , in an artic l e in the Lampasas Record dated 

March 1 1 , 1965 , described some of the improvements: 

Both the ladies and gentlemen's pools were 
en larged and deepened from three to six feet . A 
ha l l running the full length of the pools with 
pl enty of dressing rooms was added, also a 
spacious space for a small orchestra all on the 
fi r st floor of t he new building . A stairway 

39 Lampasas County Records, Book V, p . 135 . 

40The Lampasas Record, ~l a rch 11 , 1965 . 

41 Texas Bankers Record, ~l a rch 22 , 1922 ; E. C. Barker 
Collection , University of Texas , Austin, Texas . 
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led up both side s of the north and south of 
the hall 60xl20 feet built without any center
pole . This hall was us e d for conventions , dancing, 
entert a inments or any occasion , which might 
arise . 42 

The hall, mentioned above , was a large structure and was 

the highlight of the Hanna Spring s . The Springs always 

had a share of patronage because they were on the main 

streetcar line from the railroad and because of their 

proximity to the center of town , which made the springs 

easily accessible . 

To furnish lodging for the Hanna Springs patrons , 

a large stone hotel was built across t he streetcar track 

from the entrance to the Hanna Springs enclosure . 

At that time the streetcar tracks 
c rossed Burleson Creek on a high trestle 
t hen ran on level ground as i t reached 
Second Street . There was a plank platfor~ 
which ran from the car line over to the 
en t rance of the hotel for the convenienc4 of the guests arriving on the streetcar . 3 

The Hanna Springs continued in service until the turn of 

t he century . It reached its zenith in the years 1884 

t hrough 1885 , and , thereafter , declined rapidly. During 

t he period the Springs were the scene of much social 

activity in Lampasas . 

42 The Lampasas Record , March 11 , 1965 . 
43 The La mpa s as Re cord , 1arch 11 , 1965 . 
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In 1884 the Hanna Springs were the scene of a 

r evival held by an evange 1 is t named i\laj or Penn . Penn ha<l 

served in the Civil War with th e rank of i\lajor . He was a 

large man with a long beard and bald forehead. The meetings, 

which were outdoors , were held just north of the open pool 

in the Hanna Springs enclosure . ~laj or Penn, who styled 

himself as the "Texas Evangelist," r e lated a tragic event 

of one night during th e Lampasas service : 

At Lampasas we had a large bush arbor 
which seated maybe a thousand people and it 
was full every night . One night - while we 
were singing the last song, a lady in the 
choir struck one of the large tin l amps on 
a post. The lid flew off and she was covered 
with flaming oi l. She ran some distance from 
the arbor and fell on her knees . Someone threw 
a wagonsheet over her and ex tin guished the flames, 
but she died at t wo o'clock the next day, and 
anot~ir who was badly burned died t he following 
day . 

Hanna Springs Ooen House 

About 1892 t he Central Texas Town Company converted 

the large hall into an opera house. When the Elks opera 

house burn ed downtown, th e r e was a need for an opera house 

in Lampasas. A stage was built, complete with changes of 

scenery , ample stage and house lights , orchestra pits 

and dressing r ooms . 45 Attractions at th e Hanna Opera House 

44 T~E:_ Lampasas Record, March 11, 1965 . 
45Ibid . 
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include<l the Chautauqua programs . l\!adam Yaw , one of t he 

popular stars of the period , sang at the Hanna Opera House . 

h d . . h 46 She waste most outstan 1ng artist ever to appear t ere . 

A regular attraction in Lampasas for several years 

was the annual student-faculty picnic of l\!ary Hardin

Baylor, Belto11 , Texas . The picnickers came up on t he Santa 

Fe Excursion for a few days ' outing in the park . I n t he 

afternoon "the girls favored the people of Lampasas with a 

program of music and entertainment . 11 47 

By t he turn of the cen t ury , the Hanna Springs pro

perty had fallen into disrepair , and t he popularity of t he 

springs had diminished to such an exten t that the Hanna 

Opera House was torn down and in its s t ead a smaller house 

was built over the pools . Finally , however , all of the 

property was sold , and t he Hanna Springs were closed t o 

t he public . 

El ks Opera House 

The Park Ilotcl and Hanna Springs we r e the focal point 

fo r much of the entertainment in Lampasas during the 1880 ' s ; 

however , the Elks Opera House , a modern theater in its time , 

was also a place of entertainment fo r many o f t he visi t ors 

46Thc Lampa s a s Record , !\larch 1 1, 1965 . 

47 Ibid . 
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and citizens in Lampasas . It is not certain when the Elks 

Opera House was built , but ther e is reference t o a Ruben

stein ' s Opera House as early as 1883 . 48 The bui l ding was 

owned by A. H. Barnes of La mpasas , Texas . The opera house 

made up about half of th e bui l ding , as may be judged by its 

description , witl1 some offices upstairs and stores on the 

49 ground level . 

The lower floor facing Third Street was 
occupied by a man ' s furnishing s tore owned by 
Mr. Fred Field on the left . On t he right was 
a f r uit and candy store owned by Mr. Zacha r y 
·and Sons . Off t he hall upstairs were some 
offices which were rented to Docto r s and Lawyers . 50 

The first refe r e nce to the Elks Opera House in the ci t y 

r ecords was made on Ap r il 11 , 1890 , at which t ime the Elks 

Ope r a House Corporation paid a Mr . J . B. Patte r son $4 , 000 

for part of the building and the righ t entrance on Th i rd 

Street . 51 

The main audito r ium was buil t with the floors 

slanting from th e second sto r y down to t he s t age, which was 

48 11 Minutes of Centenary College , Board of Trustees ," 
Privately held by the Methodist Church , Lampasas , Texas . 

4911 Scrapbook , " p . 70 . 

50
rbi<l . 

51
The Lampasas Record , December 19 , 1963 . 
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on th e ground floor . The seats , uphol s t ere d in brown 

l eather , we r e built in tiers down to th e orchestra pit . The 

t ick e t office and ma in entranc e were l ocated upst a irs . The 

curt ain was r ed and chandeli e rs hung from th e ceiling . 52 

On the drop curt ai n was painted a wood
l and sc ene with a background of bright red , 
in the midd l e of which stood an immense e lk . 53 

On stage , t he popular dramas of t he day were perform

ed . The Lampasas Dispatch , on Augu s t 7 , 1884 , announc e d 

th a t th e curren t play was "Love and Life of These Times, " 

and th a t J . E . Hog e n was manager , and C. E. Sivain , musical 

dir ector . 54 ~!rs . W. H. ~loses , a r es id ent of Lampasas in 

t he 1880 ' s and 1890 ' s , recalled: 

I r emember one version of Faus t on one 
occasion . The re were a l so po l itical 
speeches , school entertainment , or local con
ce r ts, a nd, no doubt , for a time [ th e opera 
hou se ] paid good dividends . 55 

The Elks Ope ra Hous e me t an unti me ly end in t he 

l ate 1890 ' s . Abou t thre e o'clock in t he mo rning the bells 

wer e rung which sounded the a larm for fir e . However , t he 

SZ11 scrapbook , " p . 70 . 

53 Ibid . 

54The La mpasas Dispatch, Aug us t 7 , 1884 . 

5 511 Scrapbook , " p . 70 . 
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bro,n l eather sca t s , which smoked r athe r than b la zed , made 

the fi r e dif ficu l t t o loc a t e . By th e ti me the fire depart

ment , which, a s l i ttl e more th an a bucket brigade , loca t e d 

the fire, the bui l ding was too far gone to save . 56 

The parks and ho t e ls provided th e soci a l life in 

Lamp asas and r ef l ected th e ch anges that had take n place 

within a short span o f yea r s . The luxurious hot e ls of th e 

early 18 80 's we r e a f a r cry from the campsites which 

visitors us ed before t he r a ilro ad arrive d . 

5611 Scrapbook , 11 p . 70 . 



CHAPTER IV 

TEXAS BANKERS' ASSOCIATION 

As a part of the economic boom in Lampasas , a 

necessary feature of financial life in the city was the 

banks . The First Na tional Bank was one of several , and one 

employee was to give it a distinctive honor above all other 

banks in the city or in the state . 

The Texas Bankers' Association was founded in 

Lampasas on July 23 , 1885 . The main inspiration for the 

organization \"as the work of Frank R. ~!alone , cashier , of 

the First Na tion a l Bank of Lamp asas . In 1885 the First 

ational Bank had been in operation for one year . The men 

who operated th e bank and th e organization conceived there 

are a credit to the city of Lampasas and the state of 

Texas . 

The founder of the Texas Bankers ' Association , Frank 

R. Malone , was born in Tennessee in 1853 . At the age of 

one he moved with his parents to Texas . Nothing is knov;n 

of his early life until he entered the old banking house 

of Mitchell and Glover in Dallas , where he gained valuable 

experience in banking . Later he opened a bank in San 

Marcos , Texas , under his own name . Malone left San Marcos , 

Texas , and to ok the position of manage r of the private bank

ing firm of T . C. Frost in San Antonio . Upon le aving 
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San An t onio in 1 884 , Malone moved t o Lampasas where he was 

empl oyed as cashier of the ne\dy cha rt e red First 1 a ti ona 1 

Bank of Lampasas . It was while he was in Lampasas t hat 

he initi a t ed th e forma l organ i za tion of th e Texas Bank e r s ' 

Association . However , in 1887 Malone l ef t Lampasas with 

Colon e l Henry Exal l , one of th e directors of the bank , who 

was int e r es t ed in the org anization of t he No r th Texas 

National Bank in Da llas , Texas . Af t e r th e ba nk failed in 

t he panic of 1 893 , Ma lon e eng age d in private i nvestment in 

t he city of Dallas until his de ath in 1922 a t the age of 

. . h 1 s1xty-e1g t . 

The prelimi nari es to t he o r ganization of t he 

Association were carried on by \ ay of l e tters t o the 

Galves ton , ews . The New s was th e most widely-read news

pape r of the day and it allowed ample space for impor t ant 

news items fro m other Texas pap e rs as well as for letters 

f r om r ea de r s . Frank ~!alone was apparently followin g a 

l ogical cour se of action when he wrote a letter to t he 

Galves ton News . 

The !'!alone lett e r was written on May 26 , 1885 , in 

Lamp as as and pub 1 ished in the News on ;v1ay 2 8 . Since the 

l e t t e r s t ands as t he firs t word ever writt e n on th e subject 

1Texas Bankers Record , March 22 , 192 2 ; E. C. Bark e r 
Coll ec ti on , Unive rsity of Texas , Austin , Texas . 
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of a bankers ' association in Texas , it should be quoted in 

fu l l : 

Lampasas , day 26 , 1885 - - I t has been sug
gested th at , in view of the good resulting from 
th e organ ization into state associations of trades
men , pro fes sional men and membe rs of other special 
i nterests , and of the eminently practical services 
offered by t h e Ame rican Banke rs ' Association , the 
banks and bankers of this state should meet to
ge t her and organize permane ntly t he Texas Bankers ' 
Association . Why not this summer? I t is a l mos t 
i dl e t o discuss the benefits to be der i ved . 
Every bank man in the st a t e wi ll admi t the good t o 
be accomplish ed . 

The i nf l uence of such an association wou l d be 
wi de - extending , not only toward t he deve l opment of 
th e mate r ia l resources of the s t ate , but in t he 
enl a r gmen t and expansion of t he banking mind . The 
di scussion of practical questions arising from 
th e meetings of t he association wou l d be most p r ofit
a b l e . 

That the other varied interes t s of the coun t ry 
a r e greatly benefited by thei r state associations 
no one will deny ; t hen surely t he permanent organ
i zation of a Texas Bankers ' Association , while of 
much in t eres t t o t he banks t hemselves , could no t 
but acco mp lish good t o the State and people a t 
l a r ge . The banding togeth e r of so much capita l 
a n d enterprise in one body , and the united influence 
th ereof rightly directed would bring forth good 
f ru it to the Lone Star State . 

I f we may be permitt e d to su gges t the time , 
Jul y 9 , 10 , and 11 ; and th e place Lampasas Springs . 

The mee t ings of t he Ame rican Bankers ' Associa
ti on have generally been held at some grea t wate r 
in g place , free f r om the cares of business . 

We offe r ou r l i t tle ci t y with pardonable 
pri de as eminen t ly sui t ed to such a pu r pose . The 
ho t el facilities are excellent , the ba t hing un 
ex celled , and t he beautiful scenery is su r e to 
inspire grand t houghts and purposes . Our handsome , 
new l y-furnish ed and well-ventilated Opera House 
c an be obtained for its mee ting . 



We shall i mmediate l y add r ess a circular 
l ett e r to each banke r throu ghout the State , 
and earnestly r eq ues t th e cordial co-op e r a tion 
and attendance of al l . In union the re is 
strength . 2 

F. N. B. 

Three days after th e appearance of the ~!alone l e tt e r th e 

ews carrie d the first repl y . It acknowledged the value 
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of ~ia lone ' s id ea and called it a " move in th e right 

direction ." The ~e ws then too k the liberty of nominat ing 

N. B. Sli gh t, cashier of the Texas Banking and Insurance 

Company of Galveston , as the first presiden t of the 

organization . The l e tt e r was mysteriously signed "I bex . 113 

Possibly t o disp e l any rumo r th a t he h ad nominated him

s e lf for president , Sligh wro t e a l e tt er t o the News on 

July 7 , 18 85 . He thanked t he writ e r of t he "Ib ex" l e tter 

for the " compl ime nt paid" and th en suggested that Colonel 

Jo hn Withers , cashier of the San An tonio Na tion a l Bank , 

be presiden t. 

by saying : 

Sligh endorsed th e Bankers ' Association ide a 

Th e succ e ssful bank e r is on e who is wor kin g 
not against his fe llow bankers , bu t with th em ; 
their int eres ts a r e t he same ; they should und e r-
st and each othe r . 4 

2n -.e Galves ton News , May 28 , 188 5 . 

3
I bid ., Ma y 31 , 18 85 . 

4 . 
l_b1d ., June 7 , 1885 . 
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Frank ~!alone , after his initial letter to the News , beg an 

publicizing th e organizational mee ting to be held in 

Lampasas . Throughout the month of June and July the News 

carried the following adve rtiseme nt : 

To t he Bankers of Texas : 
You are most respectfully req uested t o 

convene at Lampasas , Texas , on July 23 , 24 , 
a nd 25 , 1885 , for the purpose of organizing 
a pe r manent State association of bankers . I t 
is earnestly hoped tg a t every bank in the St a t e 
wil l be represented . 

There we r e newspaper i t ems which r efe r red t o t he number of 

l e tt ers ~eceived by ~!alone from bankers across t he s t a t e . 

Ma l one r eported the en t husiastic response f r om Texas 

bankers , and he declared t hat as many as 250 bankers we r e 

expected to attend . Only Ju ly 13 , 1885 , The News ca r ried 

t he fo ll owing dispa t ch from Lampasas : 

Lampasas , July 11--The News r eporter 
met F . R. Ma l one , cashier<)f the Firs t 
ational Bank here , who stated t hat the 

bankers all over Texas have responded promp t 
ly t o t he ca l l of t he convention , and t hat at 
le as t 250 representatives of diffe r ent banks 
will be presen t . The objec t of the meeting 
wil l be the fo ll owing : ' a closer personal 
acquaintance and r e l ationship , t he exchange 
o f p r actical experiences and suggestions , 
mu tua l pro t ec t ion against confidence men and other 
s wi ndlers , at t ention to the law-making of t he 
state . To demand changes and sugges t new laws 
un til money shall become as safe and abundan t 

5 Th c Ga 1 v c s ton Ne \vs , June 1 2 , 1 8 8 5 . 



as in New England ; and t o urge th at th e wate r 
powers of Texas s hal l be utili zed by man u 
f ac turers .' For th ese and many oth er r easons 
the bankers of Texas will t ake c oun se l tog e th e r 
fro m th e 23rd t o th e 25 th of July. Banquets , 
ball s and various other ente rt a inmen t will be 
t ender ed , and wi th th e oth e r natural f aci liti es 
of Lampasas Springs , the ba nkers cannot help 
having a de li ghtful t ime . 6 

By mid-July of 18 85 the deleg a t es h ad assembled in 

Lamp asas for the organization of the Te xas Bankers ' 

Association . The meeting was t o ex t end from July tw enty 

third t hrough t he t wen t y- fifth. The Lampasas paper noted 

on July t wen t y-second : 

[ It is r epo rt ed tha t] . a very l arge 
delegation is expec t ed . The ne cessary ar r ange
ment s have been perfected for th e bankers ' dr ess 
ba ll, which wil l be given a t th e Park Hotel , 
Friday evening , July 24 . 7 

On July the t wen ty-third the banker de l egates ar ri ved in 

Lamp a s as . The Lampasas p ape r r ecorded their arriva l: 

Qu ite a numbe r of pr omi nent men from al l 
over th e state assembled in the concert room 
of the Pa r k Hotel thi s mo rn i ng at 10 o'clock 
for th e purpose of or ganizing p e r manent ly th e 
Texa s Banke r s ' Associ ati on . 8 

6Quotecl in The Galveston ews , July 13, 1885 . 

7rbicl ., July 24 , 18 85 . 

8 rb id ., July 26 , 18 85 . 
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The proceedin gs of the first convention show tha t thirty-one 

voting delegates were seated; tot a l a ttendance , including 

the wives of four of the delegates and local Lampasas dig

nit a ri es , was sixty -six . Two days were spent in business , 

including th e o rgani za t ion details and speeches . Of the 

t welve banks that signed the advertised call only six 

att e nd ed . The business mee tings were he ld in the Park 

Hotel f r om 10 : 00 A. ~l. to 12:00 noon , and from 4 P . M. 

to 6 P . M. 9 On t he mo r ning of J uly twenty-third Colone l 

Henry Exa ll delive r e d th e introducto r y r emarks for th e 

Lampasas mee t ing . Exall had bee n a Colonel i n the Civil 

War . He was bo r n in Vi r ginia and moved t o Texas in 18 77 . 

He first operat ed a r anch near Ft. Wo rth, but in th e early 

188 0 ' s he sett l ed in Lamp asas Springs . He was on the 

bo a rd of direc tors when the First Na tional Bank of Lampasas 

op ened in 1884 . Exa ll was a prominent c ivic l eade r in 

Lampasas . I n 188 7 he moved fro m Lampasas t o Da ll as and 

was ac ti ve 1n th e North Texas Na t iona l Bank of Dal l as . 10 

His remar ks before the Lampasas ga the r ing we r e in the 

popular r hetorical s t y l e of the day : 

9William A. Philpott , " The Beginnings of th e Texas 
Bankers ' Associat ion" (Dallas, Texas : Annua l Texas Bankers ' 
Associ a ti on Conven t ion , 19 60 . An unpublished pamphle t ) . 

lOibid . 



We welcome you as r ep r ese ntatives of 
th e life bl oo d of comme rc e of our great State , 
as conserv a t ors of the peace and protector s 
alike of th e interests of eve ry department of 
business . We welcome you to our sweet 
South bre ezes ; to our live oak shades ; to our 
sul phur baths ; to our rock-ribb ed hills and 
grassy s l opes ; and at l ast, but not l eas t, to 
th e hearts and home s of our people . ll 
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At th e conclusion of his spe ech Colonel Exal l sug

gest e d th at James F . ~liller of Gonzal e s be selected as 

t emporary chairman for the conven tion . The sugg es tion was 

accepted un an i mous ly and Frank ~!a lon e was named temporary 

secretary o f th e conve ntion .1 2 

On the t wenty-f ifth t he convention elec t ed officers 

of the Texas Bankers ' Association . James F . ~lill er of 

Gonz a les was elected President , N. B. Sligh , of Gon zales , 

J . N. Rushing , of Baird , J . K. Rose , of Waco , we re e l ec t ed , 

first , second , and third vice-presiden t r espec ti vely . 

Frank ~!a lon e of La mpa sas , Corey Shaw, of Co 1 um bus , F . D. 

Ball of Galveston , and W. A. Kelsey , of Texarkana , were 

made secretaries of the Associa tion . 

After th e elec tion of office rs several r esolu tions 

were offered : on e to equ alize gold and silver ; one to 

submi t to th e people an amendme nt t o th e State Constitution 

11William A. Philpott , " The Beginnings of the Texas 
Bankers ' Ass ociation" (Dallas , Texas: Annua l Tex as Bankers' 
Associa ti on Convention , 1960 . An unpublish e d pamp hl e t) . 

12Th e Galveston News , July 26 , 1885. 



which provided for the chartering of Sta t e Banks simi l ar 

to th at of th e Nationa l Banking Sys t em . The r esol ution 

"to equa li ze gold and silver" r epresen t ed a conservative 

mone t ary position . It was tant amount t o endorsing th e 

u se of the gold coin rather than paper money or silver 

coin . Other members were asked t o prepare papers on th e 

13 
subj ect of th e development of r esou r ces in Texas . 

A r eport from a Lampasas paper noted that few of 
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th e delegates to the convention were over thirty -five years 

of age . At one of the sessions a resolution was drafted 

which exp r essed grief a t th e death of President Ulys ses S . 

Grant . 

Suit ab l e resolutions of respect and 
sympathy upon th e death of t he distinguished 
soldi er , statesman and fellow being , General 
U. S. Grant , were passed withou t a dissenting 
vot e . 14 

The convention adjourned on July 28 , 1885 , and it 

was agreed that th e nex t meeting would be he ld in Lampasas 

Sprin gs on th e third Tuesday in July, 1886 . The first 

executive mee t ing was he ld on Oc t obe r 28 , 188 5 , in Galveston , 

Texa s . Routine ma tt ers were discussed , with emphasis on the 

13willi am A. Phillpott, "The Beginnings of the Texas 
Bankers' Association . " 

14
The Ga l veston Daily News , Ju l y 28 , 188 5 . 
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campaign of Secretary ~!alone t o enroll all Texas banks as 

members of th e Association . 15 Thus ended the first meeting 

of th e Texas Bankers ' Association in Lamp asas . 

15The Galveston Daily News , July 28 , 1885 . 



CHAPTER V 

EARLY SCHOOLS I N LAMPASAS 

There were several schools in Lampasas f ro m 1882 

to 1 895 . ~!any of t hem we r e private subscription schools 

op era t ed in ho mes wi th a small number of pupils in attend

ance . They usua lly did not la s t long . These schools wi ll 

not be dealt with in this ch ap t er . Onl y th e schools which 

s eem t o have made a lasting contribution in Lampasas , pre

ceding th e advent of th e pub lic school sys t em , will be 

ex amined . Al t hough some of the schoo l s included in this 

chap t er began before 1 882 , the bulk of the chap t e r wi ll be 

conc e r ned with the Lampasas schools from 18 82 to 18 9 5 . 

An Ea rly Lampasas School 

Major Mar ti n White , veteran of th e Civil War , moved 

to Lampasas in t he l a t e 18 60 ' s . Upon a rr ivi ng in Lampasas , 

he l e t it be known th at he had been a t eache r befo r e the 

war. Several fami li es interviewed Ma jor Whi t e and r e 

qu es t ed t ha t he t each thei r chil dr en . Majo r Whit e ag r eed 

t o the r equest bu t he asked th a t a building be constructed 

for th a t purpose. It was described in t he Lampasas Reco r d 

by t--lrs . W. H. Moses in an article en titl ed "First School 

in Lampasas is Desc r ibed" : 



A t wo-room house with hallway between 
was built of logs, with a long table that 
served for desks, and long split logs that 
served as seats

1 
and the first school be

came a reality . 

The erection of the school stands as the first r eco rd ed 

instance of a building constructed for that specific 

purpose in Lampasas. 2 

Lat e r additions were made t o the building , such 

as a boxed-in annex and a front porch . Other additions 

were made and Major White and his family moved into th e 

building. 3 The original structure was not large enough 

to accommodate the growing numbe r of students and Major 

White re marked : 

The house was built in what is now 
known as the Cooper Spring Enclosure and was 
a very small unpainted building ; so small 
that I had to have some rude benches made 
and seat about half the pupils outdoors . 4 

The school continued to grow and by 1869 some 
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of the citizens of Lampasas, under the leadership of W. D. 

Quillan , obtained subscriptions to build a two-story rock 

1The Lampasas Record, Augus t 17 , 1964 . 

2 lb .. ld . 

3 Ibid . 

4 rbid., May 14, 1936 . 



house . 

The school was built by public subscription 
on the stree t between Elm and Pecan Stree ts . It 
con sis ted of two l arge rooms, one above the other 
with th e stai r way l eading up on the north side . 
It was built of stone with fireplaces in both 
the north ang south ends , · and was quit e an asset 
to th e to wn . 

Major Whit e and a Mr. Richard Clark, who had joined him , 

clos ed their school , and taught a t "Th e Col l ege ", as it 

was popularly known, until 1 879 .
6 

Aten College 

During the summer of 1879 , ;he Reverend and Mrs . 
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Arron Prince At en visited Lampasas fer a short vacation 

"living (as so many did th en) in a tent beside the springs. 117 

While in Lampasas, the Atens became acquainted wi th th e 

offi cia ls of the town and, for several reasons, they offer-

ed to sell him the school . Reve rend Aten obtained a loan 

fro m a firm in Waco and by September 1, 1879, had moved to 

Lamp asas and opened the school which was operated by the 

h d f b 
. . 8 met o o su scr1pt1on. 

5The Lampasas Re cord, August 4 , 1966 . 

6 Ibid . , May 14, 193 6 . 

7 Arron P. At en, "Di ary of Arron P . Aten,'' privat e ly 
held by Ja mes P . Cole , p. 1. 

8Th e Lampasas Record , August 4, 1966. 



61 

Both Reverend and ~!rs . Aten were originally from 

Ill inois , and both were graduates of Abington College in 

Abington , I ll inois . The Reverend At e n had held p as t orates 

in Austin , Taylor, and Salado befo r e co ming t o Lampasas . 

In Lampasas , he was pas tor of th e Ch ri s ti an Church . The 

Reverend Aten was , for a time , a traveling r epresen t ative 

of a religious period ica l , The Christian Preacher . In t he 

l a t e 1880 ' s , he became th e Texas edi tor of the Apos tol ic 

Guide . 9 

At en Co ll ege offe r ed instruction on th e primary 

l eve l , a preparatory school for coll e ge en tr ance , and , of 

cour se , a college degree . A student could r eceive a degr ee 

in sc i e nc e or business , bu t a classical education was 

encouraged . 

Aft e r compl e ting a primary school a student could 

enter a t wo - yea r p r eparatory school which offered ari th

me tic , English and grammer , elocution and composing , pr i 

mary astrono my , primary algebra , phys iology and primary 

Greek . 

Upon gr adua tion from the preparatory school , the 

coll ege student could r eceive a classical educa t ion thr ough 

the study of Greek and Roman write rs and ph il osophers such 

as Cicero , Ovid , Horace, and He r odotus . Cour ses in lo gic 

9 Arron P . Aten , p . 10 . 
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and aesthetics , philosophy and science were offered . 

Students who sought a scientific course of study ommitted 

the language requirements and studied chemistry , philology , 

analytical geometry , and mineralogy . 10 

To mee t the standards of discipline , t he s tudents 

had t o follow th ese rules: 

The deportment of th e students must be 
l adylike and gent l eman l y both about the col l ege 
and the places bounding . Profane swearing , t he 
us e of intoxicating drinks , playing c ards or 
other games of chan ce , writing on the wal ls or 11 defacin g the furniture or building are prohibited . 

The several members of th e faculty included Arron P . 

At en , Professor of Ancient Languages and Belles Lettres , 

Virgil R. Stapp , Professo r of Mathmatics and Natural Science , 

J . N. Adkins , ~i . D., Professor of Anatomy , Physiology and 

Hygi ene , ~!rs . Emma Aten , Principal of the Primary Department , 

D. A. Beeman , Professor of Bookkeeping , Penmanship , and 

Drawing, ~!rs . Bertha G. Cassell , Teacher of Instrumental 

Music , and :-.1iss ~lade lin e Fisher , Teacher of Portraiture and 

Fl P . . . 0. 1 12 ower a1nt1ng 1n 1 . 

10catalogue of Lampasas Co ll ege : 1882 ; E. C. Barker 
Collection , University of Texas , Aus tin , Texas . 

11 I bid . 

12 Catalogue of Lampasas College : 1882 ; E. C. Barker 
Collection , University of Texas , Austin , Texas . 



The Aten College catalogue, printed in 1 882 , gave 

s evera l r easons why the college was well locat ed : 

La mpasas College i s situated in the suburbs 
of th e most beautiful town of Lampasas, in th e 
midst of one of the most delightful valleys in 
the world . The town is now th e termina l of th e 
Gu l f , Colorado , and Santa Fe Railroad . This 
road . . brings Lampasas within easy co mmuni
ca t ion with all parts of Texas , enabling hea lth 
and pl easure seekers who desire to drink of its 
wond e rful life-g iving springs . No place 
could be cl1osen with more pl easant and healthful 
surroundin gs a t which to es tab lish an Ins titution 
of Le a rnin g , and it shall be th e con s tant aim of 
t he faculty and of th e coll ege to s urround the 
studen t s c ommi tt ed t o thei r care by such influ
ences as wi ll e n ab l e par ents t o know th a t the 
moral as well as physica l a f ~osph e r e is life
giving and hea lth- enduring . 

The ye a r 1 883 was a good year for the Aten family . 

In 1881 the y had moved to Plattsmount , Nebraska , whe r e 

Reve r e nd At en held a pastorate . However , th ey r e turn ed t o 

Lampasas by the opening of the fall t e rm in 188 2 . In 1883 

Reverend At en built a new home nea r th e coll ege , and t he 

Christian Church , of which he was pas tor , dedicated a new 

church building . 14 At t his ti me , the city of Lamp asas ha d 

begun a period of economic p r osperity and was growing 

63 

r apidly . Reverend At e n noted in his diary that on Tuesday , 

March 6 , 1883 , ''the citizens voted to incorporat e 

1 3 Ibid . 

14Ar1·o n P At S . en , p .. 
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Lampasas . We shall soon have a city government , 

and , of course , put on city airs . 1115 

In 18 85 the Reverend At en t e r mi na t ed his t enure as 

pastor of the newly formed Christi an Church , and at the 

c los e of the sp ring t e r m of the college , he and Mrs . Aten 

return ed t o Illinois to visit ~!r s . Aten ' s p a rents . The 

Atens r e turn ed to Lampasas in 1 886 . Upon returning to 

Lamp asas , the Reve rend At en accepted the position as editor 

of th e Texas De partme nt of the Apos tolic Guide . 16 The 

Atens t aught a t the college in 1 886 ; howeve r , they sold 

t he coll ege building to a ~Ir . J . R. Jones on October 2 , 

1886, for the sum of $4492 . 0o . 17 

I n 1 886 th e Reve r e nd Aten seemed to be occupied 

with business and financial problems and politics . The 

prohi b ition movemen t was gaining mome ntum during t hese y ea rs , 

and he ran for State Superintenden t of Public Instruction on 

t he Prohibition tick e t . 18 

Rever e nd and Mrs . Aten re ma ined in Lampasas un t il 

1 888 . The westward expansion of the Santa Fe Railroad 

and the accompanying e conomic decline c aused him to exc l aim 

1 5 I bid . 

1 6 I bid . , p . 1 0 . 

1 7The Lampasas Record , Augu s t 4 , 1966 . 

1 8 Arron P . Aten , p . 11. 
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"they could not go on any lon ge r . 111 9 Reverend Aten also 

not ed in his diary in 188 8 that " Lampasas is l a rg e l y de

serted and the r e are l a rg e numbe rs of business hou ses and 

r esidences unoccupied . 11 20 The Atens moved t o Aus tin i n 

188 8 and to a pastorate in i'- lurfeesboro , Tennessee , in 

1889 . 21 

" The College " continued in operation for several 

years , but th e peak of i t s succes s had been with the Atens . 

The fortunes of the Aten Col l ege and th e At e n fami ly re

flected t he economic ri se and decline in Lampasas th a t was 

rel a t ed t o t he arrival of th e Santa Fe Ra ilroad and its 

subsequent expansion wes t wa rd in 1885 . 

Centenary College 

In 1884 th e Methodis t Epis copal Church , South , 

built a coll ege in Lampasas which was known as the Centenary 

College. The school was highly successfu l for a time ; but , 

by the l ate 18 80 's "hard t imes " ha d come t o La mpasas , th e 

coll ege was in financial s traits and the en roll men t was low . 

Moreove r , poor bus in e ss management aggravated the situation , 

19 rbi d . 

ZOibid . 

21 Ibid . 



and by 1895 Centenary College was closed . Although th e 

coll ege was revived for a while , it did not flourish . 

The Centenary Colle ge Catalogue of 1883-18 84 gives 

credit to the Reve r end H. H. Burnett , t he pastor of the 

First ~lethodist Church in Lampasas , for projecting the 
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idea of the es tablishme nt of Centenary College in Lampasas . 

The catalogue read as follows : 

It s proj ec tor , the Reverend H. H. Burne t t , 
o f the No rth Texas Conference , was appointed 
l ast fall to the Lampasas Station . 

The wonderful beauty of the young ci t y and 
of the country surrounding it ; . . i t s inevitab l e 
future prominence as a social center , becaus~ of 
it s sprin gs , and other attractions ; the annual 
visitation of many thousands of the wealthiest 
and most cultured peop l e of t his state and of 

_ other states ; ... al l had its part in suggesting 
to Mr. Burnett the idea of th ees tablishmen t , a t 
Lampasas , of a great Cen t enary College . 22 

The Centen a ry College was built one mile north of 

Lampasas . The original plans for the construction of f our 

buildings were abandoned because of lack of f unds. The 

t r ustees co mpromis ed on a preparatory school located in 

Lampas a s , and two three-story buildings , located one mile 

nort h o f Lampasas . One of t he buildings was t o be used 

as a dormitory for girls and the other for boys . The lower 

22 centena ry College Catalogue : 1883-1884 , privately 
held by ~!rs . Thomas B. Huling , Lamp asa s , Texas , p . 16 . 



floor of th e boys dormitory was used for classrooms . The 

dinin g room was l ocated on th e lowe r floor of th e girls 

dormi tory . 23 The buildin gs were slow in being built , per

haps because of the l ack of funds , and as late as July 25 , 

18 84 , th e Board of Trustees of Centenary College had 

appoint ed "committees on securin·g buildings for t emporary 

use durin g th e coming y ea r . 11 24 The Board found two imme 

diat e sources of funds . Th e minutes of th e Board of 

Trust ees report ed on ~lay 28 , 1884 : 

I t was r eso lved tha t the present ~lethodist 
Episcopal Church South be offe r e d for sale sub
j ec t to r a tific a tion of the Quarterly Conference 
and t he proc ee ds me rged into the Prepar ato r y 
School Building . ZS 
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The other sourc e of funds was subscriptions from t he citiz e ns 

of Lamp asas . A co mmi tt ee was appointed "to canvass the town 

and solicit subscriptions . 1126 

There were two buildings contrac t ed for in 1884 . 

The prep a ratory school was built by L. D. Nichols at a cost 

23 The Lampasas Record , news paper clipping in Lampasas 
Historica l Society fil es . 

2411 Minut es of Centenary College , Bo a rd of Trustees ," 
owned by Methodist Church , Lampasas , Texas , July 25 , 1884 , 
p. 20 . 

2 SI bid . , May 2 8 , 18 8 4 , p . 5 . 

26 Ibid . 



of $13 , 00o . 27 The lan<l was don a ted by A. 1-1 . Barncs . 28 

The college catalogue des cribed the building as follows: 

The contract for a . . . Preparatory 
School has been let , and work on the building 
is well underway . This house is to be of rock ; 
and th e architectural finish h andsome ; commodious 
in space and convenient in the arrangement of its 
vestibule , halls , and rooms . It is 81 x 53 foet 
and t wo stories high . It is situated on a beauti 
ful plot in the heart of the city . 29 

"A plan for a boarding hall to be erected on Col l ege Hill 

to be used t emporari l y for a Boys ' School and Boarding 

School . .. " became a reality by September , 1884 , at a 

cost of $3 , 755 . 30 The college catalogue dealt with the 

"Boys' School" as fol lows : 

The great desire in our school arrangements 
in this country , is cheap boarding , espec ially 
for boys . A three - story house , seven t y by forty 
feet now in proc es s of construction , will be 
fini shed by the opening of the Fall term, and is 
to be used as a home for boys , where they can 
bo ard themselves a t just th e cost of their living . 
Th e lower story of thi s house will be us ed for 
school purposes while the College building is in 
co nstruction . 31 

27Ibid., June 28 , 1884 , p . 14 . 

28 Ibid., May 28 , 1884 , pp . 5-6. 

29 c en t enary College Catalogue : 

3011 Board of Trustees , II June 5 ' 
31 

Centenary College Catalogue : 

1883-1884 , p . 17 . 

1884 , p . 8 . 

1883-1884 , p . 2 . 
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By the fall of 18 85 th e girls ' dormitory was 

co111pleted . As ea rly as July 1 834 th e r e had been some t alk 

among t he citizens of Lampasas and th e Board of Tru s t ees 

conc e rn ing th e building of a dormi tory fo r female students . 32 

~la rs hall r-lcilhaney , President of the Cen t ena r y College , and 

other members of the board we r e in favor of th e idea but no 

action had been taken . 33 

On Jun e 1 3 , 1 885 , th e Boa rd of Trustees to ok th e 

low bid of E. D. Ennis t o build a "boarding school for 

youn g gir l s" a t a cost of $3 , 1 08 . 34 The new building was 

loc a t ed on "College Hi ll" nex t t o th e boys ' school . The 

girls' buil ding was finished by Sep t embe r 1 885 . It was an 

exact duplicate of th e boys' dormitory . Wi th th e co mp l e tion 

of th e girls' do r mi tory , all of the buildings which wo uld 

hous e Centenary Co ll ege we r e finished . 

As in mos t schools o f th e period , th e Centenary 

Coll ege emphasized a classical education . For the young 

ladi es pi ano , organ , e l ocu ti on , voice, and pain ting classes 

· 1 b 3 5 were ava 1 a le . 

3 211 Bo a r d of Trus t ees , " July 25 , 1 884 , p . 20. 

33 Ibid ., p . 21. 

34 Ibid ., p. 33. 

35 cent ena ry College Catalogue : 1 883 -1 884 , p . 4 . 



The faculty of the college in 1884 included the 

Reverend Marshall Mcllhaney , President and Professor of 

Mathematics , G. W. Bruce , A. M. , Professor of Ancient 

Languages , Reverend J . Griffin , A. M., Professor of Moral 

and l\!ental Sciences , Robert S . Goss , B. D. , Professor of 

Elocution and English Literature , C. M. Ramsdell , M. D., 

Professor of Hygiene and Physiology . The principa l s and 

t eachers of the Preparatory School were Miss Fannie Rugley , 

Miss Emma Forbes , and l\lrs . N . R. Currie . 36 

The rules of the college were strict . Only a day 

and a half was allowed for Christmas vacation . 37 The 
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r ules on gir l s ' dress read: " School girls ought to be saved 

f r om dissipations and _ follies of modern fashion . " The 

girls were advised to dress inexpensive l y , neatly , and to 

" leave costly dresses and jewels at home . 11 38 The guidelines 

of dress for the boys were set forth in no uncertain t erms : 

So boys are at school not fo r t he purpose 
of l earning the extravagance and foppery of the 
dandy ' s toilet , but t o get useful knowledge and 
to imporve themselves in all noble and manly 
v i r tues . . . 39 

36 Jbid . 

3 7 I bid . , p . 6 . 

3 8 Centenary College Catalogue : 1883-1884 , p . 14 . 

39 Ibid. 

J 



Other rules dir e cted toward th e boys insisted that : 

Students shal l not indulge in 
gambling dice or impure lite ratur e or pictures . 
A student should not quarre l, box , wr es tl e , 

. keep any pistol or other weapon of death 

. indulg e in intoxicating drinks , be on 
streets after dark ... [ or] go into a saloon . 4 o 
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In all there were t wenty -si x sp e cific rul es which gove rn e d 

the students ' dress , conduct , class a tt endance , visi t ing , 

study , and church a tt e nd ance . Perhaps the mos t difficult 

rul es t o observe were thos e r egarding t he r e lations h i p be -

t ween the sexes . Ru l e t wen ty-two prohibited any communica-

tion be t ween the boys and gi rl s "by writing , words , or 

signs . 1141 Rul e twen t y -th ree s t ated t hat boys could no t 

" ga ll an t" girls , nor gir l s the boys , " excep t at such times 

as th e Preside nt shal l suspend Ru l es t wen t y -two and t we nty

three . 11 42 At th a t ti me a party was given by the girls in 

the ir dormitory . 

The Reve r end l:-1 . H. Burn e tt was th e financial agen t 

for the college from 1884 t o 18 86 . It was his r es ponsi -

bili t y to collect funds and to " app r op ri a t e so much of t he 

40ibi<l . 

41 cent cnary Coll ege Ca t a l ogue : 

42 Ibi cl . 

18 83 -1 884 , p . 14 . 



fund s collected t o Cen t enary as may be nccessary . 1144 In 

June of 1885 , the year the girls ' dor mi t ory was built , th e 

Bo ard of Truste es r eso lved th a t a lo a n of $9 , 080 should be 

obtai ned through the Texas Lo an Agency , of Corsicana , 

Texas . To guarantee the lo an fro m the Texas Lo a n Age ncy , 

it was planned to " au thori ze the mo rtga ging [o f ] the lot s 

don a t e d to the Church . 11 45 Seve ral local individua ls had 

aid ed the college by giving l and instead of c as h subscrip 

tions . 46 The fin ancia l a gen t was to arrange for the loan ; 

howeve r , it is not c ertain that th e loan was complet ed . 

From June 8, 18 85 , until Apr i l 23 , 1886 , there a r e no 

accounts of th e actions t aken by the Board of Tr ustees 

o f ·centenary College . On Ap r il 23 , 1886 , the minutes of 

t he mee ting o f the Board of Trustees containe d the follow

ing not a ti on : 

Reve r end If . H . Burn e tt sent a communic a
t i on to t he Board tendi ng h is r e signa tion . 
Resolved : th a t t h e Board of Trustees do not 
acc ept the r es ignatio n of Reve r e nd H. H. 
Bur ne tt until he wrot e to the bo a rd a state-
ment of the fin ancial conditi on of the college . 47 
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43 Et tis Aurelia Adkins , One Texas Old Maid , (Dallas : 
William T . Walker, 193 8 ) , p . 17S:-

44 11 Bo a rd of Trus t ees ," t--!arch 12 , 1885 , p . 28 . 

45 r bid . , Jun e 4 , 18 85, p . 31. 

46 I bid . 

47 Ibid . , Ap ril 23 , 188 6 , p . 37 . 
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Reverend Burnett , who had mov e d to Dallas , Texas , did not 

turn in the financial r eport that was r eques t ed by the 

Board . ~larshall ~lci l haney , President of Centenary College , 

48 accepted the financial management of the college . 

I t does not appear Reverend Burnett had stolen 

money from the college , bu t he had failed to collect the 

subs criptions given to the college . Moreover , where a 

land donation Kas made , he had failed to have the deed 

transfe rr ed t o the Centenary College . There is no evidence 

of thef t , but ther e is abundant evidence of financial 

incompetence . It seems th a t Reverend Burnett's problems 

stem from the decision of the Board of Trustees , on June 4 , 

1885, to obtain a loan from th e Texas Lo an Agency in 

Corsicana , Texa s. It had been planned to mortgage the lan d 

given to the college in order to secure th e loan ; however , 

t h~ Board discovered that certain deeds had not been trans

ferr ed to th e College . The probl em was compounded when 

seve ral of th e l and donors asked that th ey now be paid for 

th e land which they , at first , had promised as gifts . 49 

Other irregularities were discovered : 

The following account is an offset against 
college ind eb t edness t o H. H. Burnett: By 4 months 

48 Ibid. 

4911 Board of Trustees," Apri l 23 , 18S6 , p . 32 . 



spent on College Hill attending to laying 
off lots outside the duties of his agency . 
$125 per mon th 
To amount lost by neglecting to take the 
Baker deed to donation for which College 
af t erwards had to pay . 
To amount of Cooks land lost by failing 
t o get deed--5 years . 
To balance fund raised by private effort 
spent by Butterfield and approved by 
Burnett . 

$500 

$500 

$500 

$ 10 

74 

To amount collec t ed at Big Valley not 
accounted for . 
Amount of cash collected at Mil l igan ' s 
meeting . 
To amount lost by mis-management . 

unknown 

unknown 
unknown5 0 

The extent that Burnett ' s mis-management affected the 

Centenary College is no t known . However ; t he expansion 

of the Santa Fe Railroad westward in 1885 , and t he r esu lt

i ng economic hardship , made the even t ual dissolution of the 

i nstitution almost a certainty . In 1887 the Centenary 

College was incorporated and a charter was granted . 51 

The first President of Centenary College was 

Marshall Mcilhaney . The Reverend dcilhaney , originally 

from Missouri , was Pres i dent of a college in Dallas , Texas , 

a t the time he accepted his position at Centenary Col l ege . 52 

Mcilhaney was elected President of Cen t enary College from 

50 i bid . , ~lay 29 , 1 886 , pp . 42 - 43 . 
51 

" Board of Trus t ees ," ~lay 13 , 1887 , p . 47 . 

52 The Lampasas Record , newspaper clipping in Lampasas 
HistoricaI-soc1ety-rflcs . 



1883 to 1 885 and was then e l ected for ano ther term of five 

years to t e r minate in 1890 . 53 However , Ncilhaney r esigned 

as Presi d en t in 1887 . At th a t ti me th e college was in

volved i n financial difficulties. Moreover , Mcilhaney had 

t aken th e position as St a t e Agen t for the ~larble Fal l s 

Co-op e r a ti ve Manufacturing All iance . 54 The rlarble Fal ls 

Co-opera ti ve was pa rt of the Nationa l Farmers' Alli ance , 

which will be dealt wi th i n th e next chapt e r . 

In 189 1 Reverend Mci lh aney returned t o Centenary 

Coll ege but the financial problems th a t had pl agued t he 

first administration had not been re so lved . 55 In a l e tt e r 

to the Board of Trust ees dat ed Augus t 17 , 1 89 1, Mc ilhaney 

i ssued a d irect s t a t emen t concerning his attitude t owa rd 

t he business manage r of th e College . 

Gentlemen: 
Profess or J . Kilgore is not a suit able 

person to be the busin ess manage r of Cen t enary 
[Col l ege ] . 

Second : I cannot ag r ee th at anyone shall [b e ] 
busines s manage r, in the sense tha t Bro . Kilgore 
understands hi mse lf to be . 56 

5311 Board of Trust ees , II Ma r ch 13, 1885, p . 28 . 

54The South e rn '>!ercu r y , June 21 , 1888 , p. 5 . 
--

5511 Boarcl of Trus t ees ," June , 1891 , p . 47 . 

56 I bid ., Aug us t 1 7 , 189 1 , p . 51. 
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The l etter to th e Board also disclos ed that Reverend 

Mcilh aney was concerned th a t Professor Ki l gore had dis

burs ed funds without his knowledge . Mci lhaney ' s a ttitude 

was underst andab l e in view of his pa s t e xp e r iences with 

the Reverend H. H. Burnett in 1 886 . In fact , in th e fall 

of 1 89 1 , Mc ilh aney was sent t o Da ll as , Texas , to "s ee 

Reve r end H. H. Burne tt in r ega rd t o defraying the Exp ired 

Indebtedness of Centenary Co ll ege . 115 7 

In July 1892 i\lcilhaney r es igne d as President of the 

Colleg e , app aren tly over co11tinued dissatisfaction with the 

business manager . Howeve r , he r e turned to his po s ition th e 

s ame year when hi s nephew, Pro fessor Harr y Mcllhaney , was 

appoint e d business agen t for th e college . 58 

On Ju ne 21 , 1 893 , President l\!c ilhaney sent a t e l e

gram t o th e Board of Trustees from St ephenvi ll e , Texas . The 

t e l egram was pa r ap hr a sed in the minu t es of the Boa rd mee t

ing: 

If th e t r ustees would not raise $500 
for r epairs in Cent enary College , he would 
accept proposition made he r e [St ephenvil l e ] . 59 

57 Ibid ., October 1 2 , 1 89 1 , p . 51. 

58 
"Bo a r d of Truste es ," July 1 2 , 1 892 , p. 77 . 

59 Ibi d ., Jun e 21 , 1 893 , p . 8 3 . 



The Board refused his proposal and President ~lcilhaney ' s 

resignation was accepted . 

The Reverend M. D. Reynolds was elected to fill 

. larshall ~lcilhaney 's contrac t for the years 1887-1891. 

Dr. Reynolds, formerly on the faculty as Professor of 

La tin and Greek , was President of Centenary College until 

he r esigned in 1891 . 60 

The period of Reverend Reyno ld's tenure was one of 

gradual decline for th e young school. In 1885 , th e local 

pap e r commen ted th at "Centena ry College has application 

for more pupils than can be accommodated . 1161 In June 

of 18 92 , the minutes of the Board of Trustees of Centenary 

College moved and seconded the motion tha t : 

A proposition be made to W. H. Matthews 
to go out over the State of Texas as an agent 
to solicit students for Centenary College and 
to solicit money . 62 

President Reynolds r esig ned as President of Centenary 

College in 189 1 , and Marshall ~lc ilhaney r e turn ed to the 

college to begin his second administration . 

Professor Hayes , head of the Mathematics Department 

of Denton State No r ma l, Denton, Texas, was elected 
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60 rbid . , June 16 , 1892, p . 75 . 

61 The Lampasas Record, newspaper clipping in Lampasas 
Historic ar-5"ociety files . 

6211 Board of Trustees , " June 30, 1892 , p. 76 . 



President of Centenary Colleg e in July of _1893 t o replace 

the Reve r end ~lcilhaney , who had moved t o Stephenville , 

Texas . 63 President Hayes' t enu r e from 1 893 to 1895 marked 

"the beginning of th e end" for Centenary College . 

In September of 1893 , th e Centena ry College opened 

its doors for the fa ll semes t er with few pupils and littl e 

money . One of th e t eachers duri ng th a t year said : "They 

coul dn ' t pay th e teachers or the grocery bill in town . 1164 

In th e fall of 1894 , to cut expenses , th e Centenary 

Coll ege moved to the Park Ho t e l , which h ad been closed for 

lack of pa tr onage . The minutes of the Board of Trustees 

of Centenary College made the following notati on on May 19 , 

1894 . 

Bro . Hayes st ated that he had seen 1r. 
Clev e l and in r egards t o l easi ng th e Pa rk 
Hotel and Grounds for 9 months fro m Sept . 5, 
1894 , for school purposes . Mr . Cle ve l and 
ag r eed t o l ease s aid hotel and grounds for 
the said 9 months for a guarantee of $SO 
per month and $1 . 25 per capit a of scholars . 65 

The first semester of 1894 -1 89 5 was completed wi thout 

inciden t . Then , on Feb ru a ry 27 , 1895 , t he school burned . 

Mrs . W. H. Moses , in an articl e in the Lampasas Reco rd 

63 stat emen t by J . A. Harwe ll, pe rson a l int e rvi ew . 

64 statement by J . A. Ha r we ll , personal interview . 

6511 Bo a rd of Trustees, It May 19 , 1894 . 
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entitled "Centenary Coll ege : 

tra gedy : 

1 883 -1 885 , " described th e 

On th e night of February 27 , 18 9 5 , a bitter 
cold ni gh t \ hen eve r y t hi ng \~as covered with ice , 
and waterpipes frozen, \ hich r ende r e d th e Fir e 
Departmen t he lpl ess i n controlling th e fire , the 
buil ding burned t o th e ground, illumin a t ed t he 
town and coun tryside for mi l e s around , thus 
destroying two of the most widely knO\ n insti
t utions i n Central Texas : Centenary College , 
after an ex i s t en c e of t we lv e years , and th e 
famo us Park Ho t el af t er fourteen ye a rs . 66 
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CHAPT ER VI 

THE LMIPAS AS FAR,\IERS ' ALLIANCE 

In 1877 a small group of farmers met in a sparsely 

settled a r ea northwes t of Lampasas , Texas , to discuss 

their problems . They agreed t o form an organi za tion which 

was called th e Farme r s ' Al liance . The purpose of th e 

organization was t o educ ate th e fa r me r s r egarding th e 

causes of thei r economic probl ems , and "to develop a 

higher sta t e , politically and financially . 111 By the 

summer of 1878 a Grand State Alli ance was organized in 

Lampasas , but by 1880 th e loc a l alliance h ad dis so lved 

over th e endo r semen t of the Greenback Party . 2 The 

Gre enback Party , which was a nation- wide third party , was 

supported by t he deb tor classes who wished t o pay th ei r 

debts wi th inflated " paper" money i ss ued durin g th e Civil 

War . For a time th e La mpasas a lli ance was inact i ve , but 

t he purposes of th e Lampasas organi za ti on had expande d 

to other pa rt s of the state , and by 1885 the Alli ance 

1The Galveston News , September 13, 1891. 

2Benjamin Horace Hibbard , Marke tin g Ag riculture 
Product s , (D . Appleton and Company , ew York , 1921) , p . 21; 
Fred A. Shannon , Ame rican Farme r s ~lovemen t s , (Va n I os tr and 
Comp any , Inc ., New Yor k , 1957), p . 64 . 



membership numbered 50 , 000 and 1200 lod ges . 3 Lamp asas 

r e joined the Al li ance in 18 84 . From 1880 to 1889 th e 

Allian ce tri ed t o stay out of politics by emphasizing 

far me r s ' co-ope r a ti ve and educational programs , but by 

1 890 the organization beg an t o t ake steps to join the 

Peopl es ' or Populist Party . John D. Hicks , in a chapter 

entitled "The Populist Revolt , " from his book A Short 

History of American Democ r acy , presen ts his expl a nation 

why th e far mers j o ined th e third-party movemen t : 

The . . Southern Alli a nce made nu me rous 
and someti mes successful ventures into co -
operative buying and selling , and . . t he 
order earne s tly stimulat ed among their members 
a wide va rie t y of social a nd e ducational acti 
vit ies . But in spit e of all such efforts farm 
prosp e rity failed to put in its appearance . 
Mor e and mo r e th e conviction grew that the r ea l 
t rouble with agriculture lay in the unfair di s 
c r imin a t ions from hhich it suffered . Some 
siniste r forces r es tr ai ne d th e farmers fro m the 
prosp e r i t y th a t the ir ha rd l abo r should have 
ea r ne d. The railroads , th e bankers , th e manu
factur e r s , and th e me rchan ts we r e some how robbing 
the far me r s . Only t hrough th e pow e r of govern
ment could these ev il practices be brought to 
l ight and c orrect e d , and to inf¼uence gove rn me nt , 
po litical action was necessary . 
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3Benjami n Horace Hibbard , Marketing Ag ricultural 
Product s , (D . App l e ton and Company , New York , 192 1) , p . 21 ; 
Fr ed A. Shannon, Am2 ric an Farmers ~lo vcmen ts , (Van Nostrand 
Company , Inc . , Ne 1-1 York , 19 5 7 ) , p . 6 4 . 

4John D. I-lic ks , A Short History of Ame ric a n Demo
cracy , (Hou gh t on-Mif f l in Com pany , Bos ton:- 194 6) , p .561. 



By 1892 the Fa r me rs ' Alliance was fully committ e d to the 

platform of th e Populist Party . The p l atform will be 

dealt with l a ter in th e chapt e r . Hicks discussed t he 

effects of the election of 1892 on the Southern Farme rs' 

Alliance : 

A casualty of the election was the 
Farmers ' Alliance . In the South it was torn 
viol en tly asunder and destroyed by the thi r d
party issue . The smaller fac tion [in the 
Alliance] , convinced that deliverance for th e 
southern cotton-farme rs was never to be found 
und e r the rul e of Democrats , dared the derision 
of neighbors and th e loss of friends to join 
han ds with the Populists . The larger faction 

5 [after 1892] r eturned t o th e Democra tic Party . 
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After the 1892 elec tion, the Al li ance continued to_ support 

t he Populist Party , and they endorsed , in 1896 , Wi lliam 

Jennings Bryan as the Populist candidate for President . 

Bryan had already been nomin a ted by the Democratic Party; 

so both the Populists and Democrats had nominat e d the 

same man. The candidat e l ost th e e l ection, and af ter 

18 96 the Alliance as a political force was de ad . The 

Democratic Party had sealed the doom of t he third-party 

by appropriatin g its chief plank , the free-coinage of 

silver, and a number of ether proposals which the Grange , 

t he Greenback Party , th e Far me rs ' Alli ance , and the 

5J ohn D. Hicks , A Short 1-li s to.!1'._ of American Demo
cracy , (Houghton-~•lifflin Company , Bos t on, 19 49) , p . 564 . 



Populist Party had advocated for years . 6 

The purpose of this chapter is (1) to explain t he 

significance of the Lampasas chapter in the Farmers ' 

Al liance ; (2) to investigate th e initial organization of 
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t he Alliance in Lampasas ; and ( 3) to point out t he differ

ent political attitudes of some of the early members and the 

effect of tho se attitudes on the Lampasas Alliance . 

The Significance of the Lampasas Alliance 

The Farmers' Alliance which began in 1877 in 

Lampasas had r eached national proportions by the 1890 ' s . 

By 1880 , soon after t he formation of the Lampasas Alliance , 

a ll control of the organization passed out of t he county . 

The significance of the Alliance in Lampasas was that it 

had set the standards and objectives of the State and 

1 ational Farmers ' Alliance . A. P . Hungate , lecturer of 

t he La mpasas Al liance , wrote in the Peoples ' Journal , a 

local Alliance newspaper, in 1895 that the Lampasas 

Al liance "engrafted [features] in the beginn ing into an 

organization of a local nature that in an unobserved 

manner paved the way fo r features of a state and national 

character . " 7 

6Rupert N. Richardson , Texas : The Lone Star State , 
(Prentice-Hall , Eng lewood Cliffs , 1 cw Jers~l958) , p . 27 1 

7The People's Journal, Augus t 16 , 1895 . 



Although a State All iance was organized in Parker 

County in north Texas , in 1880 , th e Lampasas Alliance 

founded a St a t e Alli an c e in Lampasas County on i\ lay 4 , 18 78 . 

On July 13 , 18 78 , th e State Alliance he l d its first mee tin g 

at Pleasant Va ll ey Alliance Number One on Donaldson Creek , 

a tri butary of th e Lampasas River . John R. All en , founder 

of the Lampasas Alliance , sp e aking in a Ga lves t on News 

interview on Sep t ember , 189 1 , said th at the St a t e Alli ance 
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was ''r ep r e s en t ed by t wen ty-five 'subordinate ' Alli ances , 

fourteen in La mpasas Coun t y , and eleven in adjacent counties . 118 

All en confirmed tha t the declaration of principles , as c on 

t ained in the Cons tituti on of Pl easant Valley Alli ance was 

adopt ed by th e County and State Alli ances in Lampasas , were 

as foll ows : 

Declar a ti on of Purposes 

1. Profound l y impressed wit h the truth th a t 
we , as a Farmers' Alliance , should set 
forth some declarati on or purpose , unit e d 
by th e strong and faithful ti e- - politic a ll y 
and ho me interest- - we mutua ll y r e solve 
to labo r fo r the Alli ance and i ts purposes . 

II . To endorse th e MOTTO : In essen ti a l th ings , 
unit y , lib e rt y , and in a ll th ings , ch a r i ty . 

8
The Galveston 1'ews , September 13 , 189 1 . 



III . To endeavo r to advance our cau se by 
laborin g to accomplish th e followin g 
obj ect s : 

a . To deve l op a higher state , politi
cally and fi nanci al l y . 

b . To strengthe n our attachements t o 
our cause . 

c . A better mutual understanding t o 
sustain our l aws . 

d . To constantly strive to secure 
harmony , good will , and vital 
brother ly l ove among ours e l ves . 

e . And a faithful observance of the 
principl es will insur e one's men t a l , 
moral and politi cal advanc eme nts . 9 

Allen st a t ed th a t " The above purposes a r e essent i ally the 

same as to day [1891] . Some ch a nges have been made bu t mos t 

of t he fund amen t ~l ideas of th e o r ganiza t ion are in t his 

crude original . 111 0 The "crude ori ginal " was c arried to 

Poolvill e , in Parker Coun ty, in 1879 by W. T . Bagge tt , an 

ex-me mbe r of the Lampasas Alliance . 11 He had bee n elected 

"doorkeeper " at the St ate Alli a nce in Lamp asa s on 

May 4 , 1878 . 12 Bagge tt org ani zed an Alli ance in Pa r ker 

9The Galveston News , Septembe r 13 , 189 1 . 

l Oibid . 

11The Peo pl e' s Journa l , August 16 , 18 96 . 

12The Lampasas Record , June 27 , 1963 . 
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County in July , 1879 , and "th e same was ch a rt e r ed July 1 2 , 

1 880 . 1113 The State Alliance organized in north Texas " was 

th e place from which th e gr owth of th e Alliance was mainly 

.f. d 14 r ami ie . " The new State Alliance de l eted t he poli t ical 

ele me nts which had been a part of the Lamp asas plan . 15 

The founder of th e Southe r n Farmers ' Alli ance , John 

R. All en, was born 1 83 1 in Hardeman County , Tennessee . His 

parents moved to ~!isso uri in 1836 and t o Texas in 1841. The 

family settled in Lamar County . John All en 's mo t he r died 

in 1 842 , and he was sent to l ive wi t h his grandfa t her in 

Louisiana . His grandfather , a doctor , promised to trai n 

his grandson for t he me dical profession . He did not keep 

his promise , however , and kept young All en working in 

drugs t o r es or collecting accoun t s . At th is time John Allen 

was twe lve years of age . It is not certain how lon g he 

lived wi th his grandfa th er, but he eventually bough t a 

far m in Van Zandt Coun t y on t he Sabine River . He en ter ed 

t he Confederate Army in Dallas in 1 862 . It is not certain 

t ha t John Al len favore d secession . According t o his 

13The People ' s Jou~n a l , August 1 6 , 1 895 . 

14The Galveston News , Sep t embe r 13 , 1891 . 

1 5 . . . d . f h William L. Ga rv in an S . 0 . Daws , History o t e 
Na t ional Farmers ' Allian ce and Co-operative Union , 
( A 11 i a n c e Pu 6 1 i s hi n g Comp an y;-w as h i n g ton D . C . , 1 8 8 7) , 
p. 1 24 . 



dau ghter , i'lrs . Pearrie Allen Stevenson , he served well in 

the army and was mus t e red out as a 2nd Lieut enant . Aft e r 

t he war he r e turn ed to Van Zandt County and continued t o 

far m. His first wife died in 1873 . He re ma rri ed , and his 

second wife died wi thin the year . In 1874 John R. Allen 

moved to Lampasas County an d settled on Donaldson Creek . 

He was engage d in stock-raising and farming . Allen had 

married for the third time before corn ing to Lampasas . His 

wife , whose mai den name was Ellard , was the daughter of a 

French planta tion owner who had lost his wealth after t he 

Civil War . She was an educated woman . I t was while farm-

ing on Donaldson Creek th a t John R. Allen initiated the 

or ganization of th e Farmers ' Alliance . J ohn Allen lived 

t he r ema ind e r of his life in Lampasas County and died in 

1899 at t he age of sixty-eight . 16 

The l ecturer of t he Alliance in Lampasas was 

Adolphu s Phi loneous Hungate . He was bo r n ~lay 19 , 184 2 , on 

a farm nea r Centerville , Indian a . In t he late 1700 ' s , his 

grandfather l1 ad a rrive d in Kentucky from London , England , 

br inging with him a yo ung b r ide . Hunga t e ' s fathe r was 

a lso from Ken tuc ky , and his mother was originally from 

I r e land . It is not known when his mother and fath e r 

moved t o Indiana . He received no form a l education but his 

16Stateme nt by P . A. Stevenson , pe r sona l int e rview ; 
The People ' s Journal , August 16 , 1895 , gave Allen ' s birth 
aafe as 1831 . 
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mother taught him to read and to use the dictionary. As 

he approached manhoo<l , Hungate studied medicine under a 

licensed phys ician in Terre Haute, Indi ana . He passed the 

88 

necessary examinations and became a physician. I n 1 8_6_g_) "' ·i 
7 

Hungat e enlisted with the 85th Infantry of Indi ana 

Volunteers as a private . He later received a commission 

as a 2nd Lieutenant, prob ab ly because of his medical train 

ing . After th e war Hungate returned to Indiana but did not 

practice medicine. He had become disillusioned over the 

practices of physicians during th e war and resolved that if 

he could not have formal tr a ining, he wo~ld not practice . 

Upon returning to Indiana he farmed for a few years and 

later opened a drugstore which burned in 1874 . Having lost 

the accumulations of a lifetime and being plagued by a pain

ful war injury which made physical labor difficult, Hungat e 

moved to Texas in 1874. He arrived in Austin by train and 

travel ed the last part of his trip to Lampasas by ox-cart . 

I-l e and his family settled northwest of Lampasas near 

Donaldson Creek . Hungate left Lampasas in J une 1896 . He 

lived in Hannon, Oklahoma, until his death November 21 , 

1928 h f . h . 17 , at t e age o e1g ty-s1x. 

John Spears , Vice-President of the first Farme rs' 

Alliance , was born in Lawrence County, Alabama, on 

17 Lula llung a t e Riley, Abilene, Texas, to Mrs. L. H. 
Baldwin, Lampasas , Texas , March 2, 196 8 . 
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November 11 , 1825 . The fami l y moved to Ind ependence County , 

Arkansas , and then t o Texas in 1841 . Spears served in th e 

Confederate Army in Co l one l Sweet's r egiment of Texas 

Cava lry , Johnson ' s Brigade . He moved to Lampasas County in 

1875 and was engaged in farming and stock-rai sin g . 18 

Organization of th e Allianc e 

The conditions which prompted the organization of 

t he Alli a nc e in Lampasas are unce rt a in . Historians have 

pointed to a s te ady decline in th e price of farm produce , 

the h igh r a t e of int e r es t charged by banks and r etai l 

establi s hme nts , and th e exce ssive fr eigh t r a tes charged by 

railro ads . i1oreover, control of th e Democratic Party in th e 

South by business , bankers , and railway owne rs had caus ed the 

far mers to l ose a voice in politics and made it i mpo ssib l e 

for th em to have desired l egis l a t ion pass ed . For a time 

t he I a tional Grange moveme nt was th e ma in f a rmers ' organi za 

t ion in th e United States ; but as conditi ons became mo r e 

diffi cu lt , t he more militan t and politically-ori en t ed Farmers' 

Allianc e t ook over . 

The first mee ting of th e Farmers ' Alliance was in th e 

f a ll of 1877 nea r Donaldson Creek "in a box hou se made of 

18The People' s Journ al , Augus t 16 , 18 9 5 . 



l umber cut from native ti mbe r commonly called 'rawhide ' 

lumber . 111 9 The building was erected by L. S . Chavose 

and John R. Allen , and had served as a school and as a 

meeting plac e for community activities . 20 Al thou gh t here 
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is some disagr eement concerning who at t ended t he fi r s t 

mee ti ng , A. P . Hungate , in th e Peoples ' Journal , of August 

1895 , stated with certainty th a t John R. All en , John Spears , 

L. S . Chavose , Al l en Carter , and A. P . Hungate were in 

att e n<l ance . 21 At the second meeting , possibly a few weeks 

l a t e r , Hungate men tions the names of three additional men : 

J ohn Re eves , F . 0 . Ya t es , and Jacob Childress . Hungate 

includes t hese me n as "the eight who we r e the vi rtu a l 

or gan i ze rs of the Alli.ance . 11 22 He acknow l edges , however , 

th a t "from t welve t o fourteen people we r e present . " 

A photograph entitled " The Last ~lee ting of th e Firs t 

Fa r me rs ' Alliance , " t aken by John Weber of Lamp asas in 

189 1 , includes the following people not already mentioned : 

John Pal me r , H. Ll oyd , William ~l ach en , William Palmer , 

;-,,1rs . Mary Spears , ~! r s . John Palmer , ~!rs . Sarah Carter , 

19The People ' s Journal , August 16 , 189 5 . 

20 statemen t by P . A. St evenson , personal int e r view ; 
Th e Pe oples ' Journal , August 16, 1895 . 

21 The Peopl e 's Jou r nal , August 16 , 1895 . 

22 Ibid . 
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Jlrs . Lou Ca rt er , Mr s . T . R. Haynie , and ;,{ rs . W. R. Hayni e . 2 3 

It should be appreciated that Hungate i s maki ng his r ecollec

tion s over a span of seventeen years , and it is possibl e 

th at some of th e original membe rs have been excluded . More

over, the young organization undoubtedly increased i t s 

memb ers hip wit h each mee ting , but since Hungate represents 

the only available written sourc e on th e subject of original 

memb e rship , his testimony is the best we ha ve . 

At th e firs t meeting org anization was "discuss ed 

and agre e d upon. 1124 L. S . Chavose was instruct e d to sel e ct 

an assist an t and "put the objects of organiz ation into 

some kind of me thodical shap e . 11 25 A. P . Hungate , reviewing 

th e events of the first mee ti ng in a lecture to the 

Donaldson Creek Alliance on January 9 , 1895 , stated : "H ad 

you been at t he first mee ting, when the advisabili ty of 

organization was discussed , you would of heard among that 

which was said , the following lan guage : 11 26 

23rhe Lampasas Reco rd , June 27 , 1963 . 

24 The Peopl e' s Journal , August 16 , 18 9 5 . 

25 Ibid . 

26 Adolphus P. Hungat e Papers , MSS privat e ly held by 
Jame s P . Cole , Lampas as , Texas . 
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If there be need of main t aining our present 
state of civilization , t o say nothin g of advanc
in g it, there is need of organization . If it is 
desir able t o be permitted t o enjoy the fruits of 
our own l abor , it is desirable to organize . If 
it is our duty to exe rc ise the franchise secured 
by our independence and vouchsafed by the Consti
t ution of our, ation it is our duty to organize 
t hat we may better and more speedily educate 
ours elves in the science of free government , the 
only way t o cast our votes intelligently . If we 
are contented with what we eat , drink and wear, 
and to see the day when al l the balance of labor 
product s become concentrated into the hands of a 
few , there to constitute a power that would en-
slave posterity , th en no organization is necessary . 27 

At t he second meeting of the Alliance , an election 

of officers was held . John Spears served as chairma n of 

t he election proceedings and the following officers were 

selected : 

L. S . Chavose , President ; John Spears , Vice 
President; John Reeves, Secretary; F . 0 . Yat es , 
Lecturer ; A. P . Hungate , Assis tant Lecturer; 
___ , Doorkeeper; Jacob Childress , Grand Smokey ; 

, Assistant Grand Smokey . LS ---

The office of the Grand Smokey will be discus sed later in 

t he chapter . Af ter the election of officers , "those pres en t 

27 Ibid . 

28 rhe People's Journal , Augus t 16 , 1895 . 
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s ubscribed th e ir names to an ins t rument of writing that se t 

forth objects of the organiza t ion and the obligations of 

th e members . " They were writt en and presen t ed by L. S . 

Chavose and an undisclosed assis t ant . 29 Concludin g th e 

business of formal organization , " the first mo ti on which was 

offe r ed for the consideration of the newly formed body was 

one t o destroy it. 1130 The mo t ion was made by F . 0 . Yat es and 

was intended t o merge th e order into a Grange . Hungate , in 

an effort t o t hwart the motion , made a speech . The spe ech 

is quot ed in full since it r ef l ec t s th e general a ttitude of 

many farmers t oward the Grange and suggests th e b ro ade r goals 

of th e Alli ance : 

For the Grange I have resp ec t; it has my 
well wishes . I be li eve t ha t it has done some 
good and th at it may do more , that it may be of 
f urther benefi t to the agricultural classes , but 
i t is my opinio n th a t it wi ll accomplish little 
more o f ac t ual or permanent be nefit . They might 
disc ove r such secrets of nat ur e as would enab l e 
t hem t o grow one hundred ears of corn where they 
now ha r ves t fifty nubbins, but what benefi t would 
t ha t be if whil e engaged in th a t ac h ievemen t their 
negligence as c iti zens had al lowe d l aws to find 
a plac e on our s t a tut e books th a t wo uld r ende r 
t he five ears wo rth l ess than the nubbins. As 
Kni ghts of Re li ance we stand upon a b r oade r and 
s t ron ger pla tfor m. We have und e rtaken th e 
erection of a mo r e commodious structure . We 
Pr opose t o emp loy the whole foundation of tne 

29 The People 's Jour na l, August 16, 1895 . 

3olbid . 



Grange~~ single cornerstone of gr an d social 
and political pa l ace [italics not in th e original] 
wh e re liberty may dwe ll and where justice may be 
safely domiciled. 31 

The mo' tion to merge th e organi zation into a Grange was 

voted down, and Hungate records th a t "Y ates neve r more 

affiliated with us . 11 32 
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In the above quota tion the term "Knights of Reliance" 

was us ed rath e r than "Farmers ' Alliance . " In the beginning 

the na me "Knights of Reliance" was chos e n as th e name for 

the order , but at th e third meeting , " Knights of Reliance" 

was dropp ed and "Farmers ' Alliance" adopted . 33 There is 

some question as to who was responsibl e for the change of 

t he name . Hungate says that th e change was made on the 

motion of L. S . Chavose , who discovered that a farmers ' 

organization in , ew York State was c a ll ed Farmers ' Alliance 

and believed th at " It would be more appropriate for us . " 

Howeve r , Mrs . Pearrie Allen Stevenson , daughter of John R. 

Allen , advises th a t "Mr. William Gob e r suggested th a t as 

t hey were alli e d tog e ther . 

' Alliance ' . 1134 

31Hunga t e Papers . 

32I bid . 

. he would propose the name 

33Th e Peop l e' s Journal , Augus t 16, 1895 . 

34 Ibid . 
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During the third meeting John Reeves and A. P . 

Hungate were appointed to draft a constitution . It was 

agreed that each should write a constitution ind ependent ly 

of t he other so that " th e alliance [could] make a choice 

t her eof then presented . " At th e fourth meeting both 

constituti ons were considered and John Reeves ' draft adopted . 

L. S . Chavose then moved th at the constitution be printed . 

The motion brought on a lengthy discussion between Chavose 

and Hun ga te . Hungate's opposition prevailed and the members 

decided to call a convention for th e purpose of drafting a 

new constitution . 35 Chavose was chairman of the convention . 36 

Hungat e believed that th e constitution first adopted was 

l ikely to incur public hostility . He warned the order of 

his fears: 

Let us , I bese ech you , proceed more cautiously , 
the eyes of thos e who will meet us more than half 
way with hostility will soon be upon us . If we 
give that constitution to th e public in its present 
form , it will bring upon us a showe r of criticisms 
s uch as you dr eam not of and to meet we are not 
prep a r ed . Print that constitution and it 
wil~ be as a death warrant to our organization . 
I s 1t not s afer to call a convention in which every 
part may be thoroughly discussed . . . . If we 
t ake the wrong road here , our people , l ittle 
accustomed t o organizations , would fall out 

35The People's Jom·nal , Augus t 16 , 1895 . 

36The Galves ton ~ews , September 13 , 1891 . 

I 
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of r anks before we could r e turn . 37 

The consti tuti on was also opposed by Hungate on th e 

grounds that it had no Dec l aration of Ob j ec ts , which his 

con s tituti on had included . 38 Appare ntly th e conven ti on me t 

and agreed upon a cons tituti on and declaration of objects 

which was adopJed by th e members and pr in ted . No copy of 

Reeves ' or Hun ga t e 's constitutions has been di scovered . 

Within six mon ths th e Pleasant Valley Farmers ' 

Alliance on Dona ldson Creek "numbe r ed forty or fifty 

membe rs . " Othe r Alli a nc es were organized in the country , 

t aking th e name Farmers ' Alli ance and using as a mode l the 

constitution of th e Pleasant Va ll ey Allianc e . 39 The first 

subordina t e Allianc e was organized on School Creek by A. P . 

Hun ga t e and James Smith . 40 John R. Allen des cribed the 

rapid growth of the Farmers ' Alli ance in th e Galveston ews : 

[On] February 25 , 1878 a County Allianc e , 
and ~-lay 4 , 187 8 , a St a t e Allianc e were organized 
at Pl easant Valley . They were confederations of 

37Hung a t e Papers . 

38Ibid . 

39 The Gal ves ton News , Septembe r 13 , 1891 . 

40The People's Journal , August 16 , 189 5 . 
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th e par e nt alliance and those whi c h had sprung 
up und e r it . They adopted the declaration of 
pur poses of the parent alliance , and its consti
tut ion was modified to sui t their enlarged organi
zations . [On] July 13 , ~ 871--:, the Sta t e Alliance met 
at Pleasant Valley , r epresented by t wenty -fi ve 
' subordinate' alliances , fourteen in Lam~asas 
Count y and eleven in adjacen t counties . 4 

Pearrie All en Stevenson , commenting in the Lampasas Record 

on June 27 , 1963 , said : "L . S . Chavose was elected 

President , J . W. Reeves , Secretary , W. T . Baggett , Door

keeper, and W. W. Saylor , Tr easurer , of th e Grand State 

Alliance . 1142 Bagget t, it will be recall ed , soon left 

Lampasas and moved to Parker County , taking with him a copy 

of the Lampasas Constitution and Dec larati on of Purpose . 

Politics and the Alliance 

The farmers who organized or lat e r joined the 

Farmers ' Al li ance r eflec ted several different shades of 

political opinion . Hungate observes th at ther e was some 

dis agreement as to the object of the Alliance : 

I would here remark that there were about 
as many objects in view for organization, as 
there were men pa rticipa tin g . And I wish I 

41 The Galveston News , September 15, 18 91 . 

42 The Lampasas Record , June 27 , 1963 . 



could quo t e some who were after th e lawy e r s , 
tho se who thou ght the merchan t s t o be the 
cau se of a ll our troub l es , and he who believed 
tha t protec tion agains t horse and c a ttle thieves 
t o be a ll that was ne cessary t o be done . 43 

At l eas t on e membe r of th e original Alliance must 
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have be e n a member of the Grang e a t one time . One historian 

rep o rt s : " I n 1 8 8 0 , whe n the s~t a t e A 11 i an c e was organ i zed in 

North Texas , th e Dec l a r a tion of Purposes was a crude para

phrase of th e de cl a r a t ion adopted by th e earli e r Gr a ng e in 

Saint Louis . 1144 Since the north Texas Alli anc e had a dopt ed 

its Constitution and Dec lar a ti on of Purpo ses from th e 

La mpasas Allianc e , it i s likely th a t someone in the local 

Alliance was a Gr anger . Y. 0 . Yates had tri e d to have the 

o rde r merg ed with the Gr a nge , and when his idea was reject ed , 

he l ef t the organization . 

The origina l Alliance members ar e known t o have 

beei membe rs of th e Greenback Par ty . The diary of D. C. 

Tho mas , Co unt y Cl e rk in La mpa sas for several years, not es 

t ha t F . 0 . Yates and John Reeve s ran for Tax Assesso r and 

District Cl erk on th e Gr eenback Party Ticke t in 1880 . 45 

43The People's Journ a l , Augu s t 16 , 18 9 5 . 

44 solon J . Buck, The Ag rar ian Cru sade , p . 112 ; For a 
copy of th e Gr ange Declaration of Purposes see H. S . Comma nger , 
Docume nts of America n History, Seventh Ed it ion , Documen t 287 . 

45 0 . C. Tho:iws Dia r y , MSS privat e l y held by Mrs . Tho mas 
Huling , Lampasas , Texas . 
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The Greenback Party drew its support from individuals who 

had incurred a large debt and wished to pay it with in

fl a t ed Gr eenback "p aper " money issued during the Civil War . 

L. S. Chavose sought to make the Alliance a political 

organization from its very beginning . Hung~te says: 

To L. S . Chavose the Al lianc e owes much 
for its first organization and rapid growth , 
but it must be said th a t he was mainly for 
its early decline and short sleep in the land 
of its nativity.46 

Chavose became leader of the Alliance and it was at this 

time that the " third degree" was passed . · The third degree 

was part of the required initiation into the lodge. Each 

initiate went through thre e degrees which included ceremonies 

and an obligation t o the Alliance pledged by the initiate . 

It seems that the inclusion of th e degree , which Chavose had 

adv~cated, guaranteed his leadership . 47 The initiate was 

r equired t o pledge as follows: 

I ... pledge t o speak the truth and 
noth ing but the truth and . I will 
beli eve ~nything told me by a brother of this 
degree . 48 

46The People's Journal, August 16, 1895. 

47 Ibid . 

48 Thc Galve ston News , September 13 , 1891. 

✓ 



Hung a t e in 1895 speaks of Chavose and of h is effec t upon 

the Alliance . 

Flanki ng his only ac tive opponent he soon 
became l eade r of th e Alli ance and moved a t once 
to the a tt a ck of the supp osed enemy . After a 
part ial victory had teen gaine d , his fo ll owers 
d iscove r ed th a t th e littl e lawy e rs , doctors , and 
me rch ants did not have anyth ing th a t belonged to 
th em in th e ir poss ess ion, and th a t th ey were 
not direct ly [ita lics no t in th e original] r e 
spon sible f or tha t of which th ey compl a ined . 49 
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After the followers of Ch avose were , as Hungate said , "l ead 

away from th e educa ti ona l f ea tures of th e Alliance ," th e 

membership dwindled until "organi ze d action had a l mos t , 

if not en tirely ceas e d . 115 0 

It is possibl e th a t the early dem ise of the Lampasas 

Alliance was c a us e d by their entry into politics via the 

Gre e nb a ck Party . D. C. Thomas , discussing the Populist 

Party in Lampasas in 1896 , says th a t "th is t hird-party was 

hea de d , as a general rule , by the same classes as th e old 

Greenback Party . ' ' In speaking of the class of people in 

t he "third- party ," Thomas observes th a t "A lar ge portion of 

these were farmers . 1151 

49 The Peopl e ' s Journal , Augu s t 16 , 18 95 . 

50 r bid . 

5 l D. C . Thomas . 

,/ 



Concerning the Gr ecnbackers in the fall of 1880 , Thomas 

said: 

They os tr ac i zed and condemned a ll Democra ts , 
and t o thi nk differently from thei r l eaders and 
pri me movers was to call down their wrath upon 
you . 52 

Tho mas used the words "uncompromising" and "demagogue " 

to describe the Greenbackers . Hungate des crib ed Chavose 

using these words: 

Pursuing hi s ends with a reckless stern-
ness and wi th not enough r ega rd for his own 
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welfar e and stil l less for the welfare of ot hers , 
h a r d to turn as ide fro m his purpose , ene r gy and 
per serverance we r e the means by whi ch he obtained 
success . Great ambition and l ove of power and 
conques t were no dormant sentiments in his na tur e 

53 nor hi dden in the manifes t atio ns of hi s ch a racter . 

Thomas described the r esult s of th e election of 1880 and 

its effect upon t he Greenback Party in hi s diary: 

Both parties worked zea lou s l y , th e 
excitemen t was high and fi erce , bu t th e 
electi on passed off without bloodshed in 
the country and the r es ult was th e over
whel ming defea t of th e Greenbackers . They 
are to day the wors t crestfallen set I have 
ever seen. Their nominees are defeated t o 
a man, and badly defeated , t oo . 54 

5 2 1-D. C. T11omas . 

53The People ' s _ Journal , Augus t 16 , 1895 . 

54 D. C. Thomas. 



Although the proof is t enuous , th e implication shou ld be 

cl ear . Perh aps Chavose , thr ough the Greenback Party , was 

r esponsib l e for th e Alli ance 's "ea rly decline 

l and of its na tivi ty . 115 5 

. in th e 

10 2 

At the l east it is likely th a t many of th e ear ly 

organizers of the Alli ance we r e in sympathy wi th t he Green 

back Par t y . A l e tter from Lamp asas Co unty to the Southern 

Mercury in 1888 discloses that some of th e Alli ance members 

agr eed wi th the doct rin e of th e Greenback Party . 

Not a ll th e Alli ance me n from Lampasas 
wer e third -pa rt y men [ Gr eenba ck Party], al
thou gh th ey we r e strongly tempered in 1888 by 
the fac t th a t they often ag r ee d wi th th e 
doctri ne of the Greenbackers . Where 
they differ ed was in means t o achieving these 
aims . The truth is we have too many political 
blathe r ski t es in our o r der . . who have a 
pun gen t desire fo r office , and . . little or 
no qu a lific a tions t o f i 11 th em . I once tri ed 
to be a Gree nback e r, th e doctrine was congenia l 
to my views . I agr eed with Weave r' s diagnosis 
of the condition of th e wo rkin gman financially 
and socially , and I ag r ee wi th h im as t o r emedy , 
but how t o administer th a t r eme dy , I must confess , 
ha s baffl e d my mind . 56 

A. P. Hungate 's view of the Alliance extended to a 

highe r a nd mo r e sophis tic ated pl ane than his cont emporaries . 

He wanted th e Alli ance to become a "gran d social and 

55 The People ' s Jou r nal , Augus t 16 , 1895 . 
56

The Southern Mercury , ~lay 17 , 188 8 . 
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polit ica l palace ." He believed th a t i f th e farmer wou ld 

educate hi mse l f in th e " science of political economy ," 

then he would become a more art i cula t e and powerfu l 

politic a l force . With an esp r it bui lt up on educa ti on , 

cooperation , and b r o ther hoo d he hoped to r efo r m th e 

politi ca l structure , dislodge corruption in high pl aces , 

and r e turn t o conditions as they were befo r e th e Civi l 

War and th e adve nt of unr egu l a t ed gian t corpor a tion s and 

mass pr oducti on . In the beginning he sought to r efo r m 

government by e l ec t ing hon es t, wel l- qualifi ed men who 

would r epr e s en t all of the p eop l e r a th er th a n just big 

bus iness . He was aware tha t the pro b l em of th e farm e r 

ext e nd ed beyond th e small t own lawyer , banker, or r e tail 

merchant , and focused his attention upon hi g business 

and l arge corpor ations which he believed dominated the 

Democratic Party . He knew , unlik e Chavose , t hat "the 

l ittle lawy e r s , doctors , and merchan t s . were not 

dir ectly responsib l e for th at of which th ey comp lain e d . " 

In hi s l a t e r years , alienated fr om th e Democratic Party 

and disappointed ove r th e de f ea t of th e Populist Party 
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in 1396 , his po l i ti cal ideas became mo r e radic a l and he 

ad vocate d a socialist economic system for th e country . I-le 

was thorough ly democratic , however , and insist ed upon a 

democ r a tic form of government .5 7 

S7Hun gate papers . 

✓ 



Of all the original Alliance men , Hungate comes 

clo ses t to sensing the fact that the cause for the 

political - economic a li ena ti on of the agrarian class was 
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that the system as a whole, indeed the nation , was in the 

process of changing the social , political and economic base 

which had existed prior t o the Civil War . In short , 

Americans were becoming a nation of shopkeepers and business

men rath e r than farmers . We were becoming an urban rather 

than an agrarian nation . The problem was th at the farmers 

were caught in the shift of the economy . 

There was one mo re feature of the early Alliance 

which r ef lect ed the desires of a fe w of the original 

members . The "stock featur e " of the Lampasas Alliance is 

not found in any later Alliance organi za tion . In 1877 , 

when th e Alli ance was organized , there was not a wire 

fence in t he county of Lampasas . 58 All cattle , horses , 

sheep, and hogs roamed freely on the " open range" or 

"commons . " The "commons" was an area not legally owned 

by anyon e , but it was used by all persons in the area for 

t he grazing of stock . The stock were branded once a 

year , but on occasion unbranded stock were stolen to be 

eaten or sold . It was in 1877 that the Horrell-Higgens 

58The People's Journal , Augus t 16 , 1895 . 
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feud had terminated in Lamp a sas . This feud had begun 

ostensibly over the theft of " es tr ay " or st r ay and 

unbranded cattle . It was r easonable to suspect th at the 

theft of stray cattle in Lampasas was a probl em , although 

in other cases it did not reach the propo rti ons of th e 

Horrell-Higgins feud . The "stock feature" of th e Lampasas 

Constitution provided that th e president of th e local or 

"sub-a lli ance" would appoin t two men , called " Grand 

Smokeys ,'' to make regular inquiries t o det e r mine whether 

any stray stock had been stolen , and if so , by whom . They 

we r e to r epo rt th e information to t he President . The 

Grand Smokeys were to be known only to th e president and 

s ecr e t a ry of th e loc a l Alliance . Their duty was to 

"arrest , or cause the arrest of anyone found stealing , or 

in possession of stolen stock . 1159 This fe a ture of th e 

Alliance did not last lon g . 

By 1884 th e Lampasas Al li an c e was r evived and 

became an ac tive membe r of th e State organiza tion. In 

188 6 t he State Alliance r eached a turning point which came 

clos e to disrupting the organization . The thrust of th e 

prob l em was that some of the Alli ance membe rs wis hed to 

tak e a more adar.1an t stand on oppos ition to th e Democ r atic 

59
The Galveston News , September 14, 18 91 . 



Pa rt y . Other memb er s wished t o r e main Democrats and 

envisioned the State Al li ance as a pressure group . The 

two factions were held t o a compromise from 1 886 to 18 89 

by Doctor C. W. 1'1acune of Salado , Texas . His pro gram of 

10 6 

a cooperative Farmers ' Exchange coupled wi th t he en li s t men t 

o f ag ricultur al organizations in o the r states forming the 

Southe rn Farmers' Alli ance and Cooperative Union , kept th e 

two group s in abeyance t empora ril y . When 1'1acun e ' s Exchange 

failed , the control of the organization passed to Eva n 

Jon es , who ca ll ed for ac ti ve politic a l participation by 

t he Alli ance . When Jones was elected President of th e 

St a t e Al li ance in 1 889 , many Democrats l ef t t he organiza

t ion and its enrollment in Texas decreased . 6 0 

By 1 892 the Southern Farme r s ' Alli a nce had jo i ned the 

Populist Pa rty . The Presidential nominee for th e party was 

J ames B. Weaver , who had run for President on th e Gr ee nback 

t icke t in 1 880 . Although Weaver was soundly defea t ed in 

1892 , the Populists were successful in th e Texas election . 

A numbe r of state representatives and loc a l offici a ls were 

60 Ro s co e C. Ma rtin , Th e People' s Party in Texas , 
(Unive r s ity of Texas Press , Bull etin umbe r , 3308 , Aus tin 
Tex as , 1933) , p . 1 9 ; Ralph A. Smith, " Ma cun e is m: or th e 
Far me r s of Texas in Bus iness ," Journal of Southe rn Hi s tory , 
Volume XIII , (1947) , pp . 223-225 . 
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elected . J\!oreover , the presenc e of th e Populist Pa rty 

in Texas in 1892 had crea t ed a temporary rift in the Texas 

Democratic Party . In 18 96 the Populis t candidate , Wi lli am 

J ennings Br yan , l os t th e national e l ec ti on , and the Populists 

made a po or showing in the s t a t e . 

In an Alli ance l ec tur e , A. P . Hun ga t e r eviewed the 

decrease of membership from 1889 t o 18 95 . He cho se to 

ignore th e fact that many Democrats had l ef t the Allianc e 

wh e n Evan Jones w~s e l ec t ed State Pr es iden t in 18 89 . He 

dismis sed th e issue by saying "l e t us t ake a r e tro spec ti ve 

view of our errors and failures, for the purpose o f which 

I will not wo rry you wi th elaborate statistics . 11 61 He 

not ed th a t th e Alliance membe rship had r emained th e same 

from 18 89 t o 1893 . One hundred twenty - ni ne de l ega t es had 

assemb l ed for t hose t wo state conventions . Th e r e we r e 

only 1 77 delegates , ho wever , at the Austin conven ti on in 

18 92 , and there ~ere only 83 de l ega t es to th e Isl and 

Grove Convention i n 18 94 . When th e State Alliance 

Conven tio n me t in Lampsasas on August 20 , 1 89 5, there we r e 

only 60 de l egates a tt e nding . The cause of the "de cay of 

the Alliance ," Hungate s a id, "has been ignor anc e , cor

ru p t ion 3.nd se l fish ness . 11 62 Hungate be li eve d that 

61!-lungat e Papers . 

62 Ibid . 

I 
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Democrats who f l ed the Alliance were a cor rupting i n fluence 

and th e cause of its de cay . He viewed t he t enur e of C. W. 

Macune as a Democratic tr ick to pacify th e po l i tica l 

t e ndencies of th e Alli ance . To prove hi s point , he call ed 

a tt ention ''t o a home incident th a t was 1n all probabi lity 

duplic a t ed in o t her counties . " In the January mee ting of 

th e Lampasa s County All iance in 1893 , a r eso luti on was 

offe r ed " for th e purpose of e limina ti ng partisan discus

sion'' in a ll Al liance meetings . 63 Passage of the r es olu

tion wou ld have kept th e Lampasas Al li ance out of politic s 

and out of the Populist Par ty . The moti on was t ab l ed . 

In Ap ril 1893 the mo ti on was made aga in, bu t i t was tab l ed 

for a second ti me . Hungate sa id : 

After t he Alliance had ad journed and 
mor e th an half th e delegat es had left the 
hall , the meeting was reconv e ned and t he same 
moti on introduced and passed by 13 votes with 
but three vo t es agains t it . How it happened 
t ha t th e few supporters of t ha t r eso lution 
sho uld have r ema ined and its many opponents 
h ad depart ed may be an eni gma to some . Whether 
o r not it was ma tt e r of chance, t hey knew th a t 
i t was not only illegal but direc tly opposi t e 
t o th e sen t imen t of t he majo rity as demons tr a t ed 
onl y a little whi l e previous . Thus we behold an 
act of Alli ance people as disgrac eful as any of 
t hos e of corrupt political pa rti es . Th a t i nci
dent was th e capi t al l e tt e r of Alli ance decline 
in Lamp asas Coun t y . 64 

63 Hungate Pape r s . 

64 Ibid . 
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The e l ect ion of 1892 , th e ye a r preceding th e passage 

of th e "ill egal" resolution , seems to have been a turning 

point in th e destiny of th e loc a l orde r . Be for e 1892 the 

local All iance appears t o have co mm itted itself to th e 

platfor m of the Popu li s t Pa rty . In August of 1892 the 

Peopl es ' Journal carried a dispatch from th e Alliance 

Liber a t or . The Libe r ato r asked the Alli ance to join th e 

Populist Party and insisted that " one who believed in the 

de mands of th e Al l iance and wan t s th em enforced has no 

choice but th e Populist Party . 1165 Some of the "demands " 

of th e Al li ance were th e following : 

1. Abolition of th e na tiona l banks . 
2. Prevention of aliens and railroads from 

hold ing pu b l ic lands. 
3. A graduated income t ax . 
4. Popul a r e l ec t i on of Se nato rs . 
5. Abolition of th e electoral college f or 

President of th e Unit ed States . 
6. Gov ernment ownership of transpor tat i on, 

communications , and corporations . 
7 . The Aus tralian or " secret" ba ll o t . 66 

65 Th e People ' s Journal , Augus t 12 , 1892 . 

66 Frank M. Dr ew , "The Present Farmers ' Movement ," 
Politi cal Science Quarterly , Volume VI , (June , 1891). 
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Governor James S . llogg , e l ected in 1890 , had 

r esponded to th e liberal farmers ' demands by establishing 

the Railroad Commission in 18 91 to r eg ulat e intrastat e 

railway r ates . But by 1892 the more cons e rvative Democrats 

had exerted their power in the Democratic Party and 

Alliance membe rs were exc luded from the Party . 67 Of course , 

t he Popu l ists welcomed the Alliance men with open arms . 

Then , the conservative Democrats walked out of t he State 

Democratic Convention he ld August , 1892 , in Houston . They 

nominat ed George Clark , of Waco , a railroad attorney , as 

t heir gubernatorial c and idate . The effect of the statewide 

political schis m had its impact in Lampasas . The Peopl e' s 

Journal, as early as August S , 1892 , said : 

Th e Cl a rk leaders at the primary meeting 
he l d her e last week used the ' previous question ' 
to shut-off debate by t he Hogg men . 68 

On August 26 , after the Cl a r k Democrats had walked out of 

t he State Convention , the chairman of t he Democratic 

Party in Lampasas endorsed t he Clark Platform and made a 

motion th a t the loc a l Democrats do the same . The motion 

apparen tly failed and the Clark men of Lampa sas split the 

6 7Rupe r t N. Richardson , Texas : The Lone St ar State , 
(P r entice-Hall , Englewood Cliffs , 1 ew Jerse~958T:° p . 270 . 

68The People ' s }ournal , August S , 1892 . 



111 

local Party by wa lking out . 

The Peopl e's Journal reported on September 9 

t hat th e Cl ark Democrats had met and org an ized wi th " W. B. 

69 Abney , Chairman , and C. F . Greenwood , Secretary . " 

Judge D. C. Thomas and E. P . i\laddox led the Hogg faction 

of th e Democratic Party . On October 29 , the Re pu blic an 

Party , le d by a Doc t or Carhart , " voted against forming 

a Clark Club to help e l ec t Clark . 1170 Only t hree votes 

out of t wenty -fi ve were in favor of th e motion . 

The Populists were , no doubt , elated by the 

Democratic split . The J ournal said : 

In th e People 's Party County Convention 
l as t Saturday that sure harmony , caution , and 
un animity of desire to promote the success of 
the Party prevailed tha t have characterized all 
of our conventions , County , St a te , and Na tional . 
We believe the result is entirely satisfactory ; 
not a man was nominated on the ticket but is 
qualified to fill t he office ; . If our 
ticket is elected La,~asas wi ll have a good set 
of county officials . 

On September 29 , Evan Jones , Ex-President of t he State 

Alliance and candidate fo r Congress , spoke to a Peopl es ' 

69 The People ' s Journal, September 9 , 189 2 . 

7oibid ., Oc to be r 29 , 18 92 . 

71 I bid ., August 12 , 1892 . 



Part y Rally in Lampasas . 72 The County Chairman of the 

Peoples ' Party in Lampas as was J . i i . Townsen . 73 

112 

In 1 ove mber the e l ec ti on was held in Lampasas County 

and th e Populists defeated a ll of the Democra ti c nominees . 

Even in th e Pr esiden ti a l r a ce , th e Populists' James B. 

Weaver and James Field de f ea ted the Democra ts' Grove r 

Cleve l and and Ad l ai Stevens on by a vote of 759 to 635 . 

In th e St a t e election for Go ve rnor , th e Populist candidate, 

T . L. ugen t, l e t th e ticke t wi t h 890 votes. J ames Hog g 

and George Cl a rk r e c e ived 361 and 349 vote s , r espec tive ly . 

It is interes ti ng t o note that the vo tin g pat t e rn in the 

city of Lampasas diffe r e d substantially from the county -

wide t otal . In th e city of Lampasas , th e Cleveland-

Stevenso n ti cket r eceived 406 vo t es t o 184 vot e s for Weaver 

and Field . In the Stat e r ace , George Cl a rk r ece ived 277 

vot es in Lampasas , James Hogg r ece i ved 199 votes , and 

T. L. Nug ent r eceived 196 votes . 74 Perhap s the large 

vot e given to Clark ma y be attributed to a r eac tion on 

the part of the Lampasas voters to the activities of the 

Alliance and Populist Pa rt y in the County . Although th e 

Populi s ts c a rried Lampasas County in 1892 , the Democr a ts 

72 The Pear l e ' s Journa l , Septembe r 30 , 18 92 . 

73 rbic1 ., Sept embe r 2 , 1892 . 

74 D. C. Th omas . 
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August 16 . [van Jones , President of th e St ate Alliance , 

de li ve r ed th e annual presidential add r ess . George Clark , 

the conservative Democra t , was invited t o speak t o th e 

Convention as an advoca t e for "the sound money Democrats , " 

an cl T . L . >luge n t \\. a s i n v i t e d t o s p e a k on Aug us t 2 2 , 11 f o r 

the free s ilve r faction ." On th e twenty-thi r d , Mrs . i'-1 . L. 

Watson \\'as slated t o speak " in behalf of th e Texas Equ a l 

Rig hts Associa ti on . 1178 

78rhe People ' s J ourna l , Augus t 16 , 18 9 5 . 
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won most of the offices s t atewide and th e incumbent 

Governo r Hogg was r eturned t o office . The dis appointmen t 

of many of the Alli ance men in Lampasas over th e results of 

the election state and nationwide probably contributed to 

the rift th a t occurred in th e County Alli ance in Ap ril of 

1893 . 

Rega rdl ess of th e condition of the Allianc e in 

1893, th e Lampasas County organization was hon ored by 

having the State Fa r mers ' Alliance Convention meeting in 

Lampasas on August 20 , 1895 . The Conven t ion was held 

in the Hanna Springs Opera House . The s eati ng c apac ity 

was 2500 . 75 The St ate Execu tive Committee secured control 

of the llancock and Hanna Park grounds . It was reported 

in the People ' s Jou rn a l tha t ''Hancock will be us e d to 

accomodate the i mme nse crowd of campe rs expected . 1176 

Accordin g to D. C. Thomas , ' 'Lampasas went wild and was 

denominated th e banner third-party country . 11 77 

The Conven tion convened on August 20 , and ended 

on August 24 . The Exe cutive comm ittee arrived on 

75 The People ' s Journal , August 16, 1895 . 

76 Ibid . 

77 D. C. Thomas . 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY Ai D CO CLUSIO,I S 

By 1 895 the County of Lampasas had expe ri e nc ed 

seve r a l chan ges . In 1 882 th e town had been transformed by 

t he arr i val of th e r ai lro ad : public i mprovemen t s , th e 

Park Hotel and Hanna Springs , th e banks , an d th e Cen ten a ry 

Coll ege were a ll signs of a frontier village in transi ti on . 

Gone we r e t he Ir1di ans , the c a ttle drives , and the i so l a tion 

of a vill age sit uated on th e edge of th e frontier . Also , 

wi t h th e r.1a terial improvements which indica t ed change , a 

new kind of settler was a ttracted to the a r ea . The bankers , 

the l awye r s , the doc t ors , the r ai l way owners , th e coll ege 

presid en t s , th e me rch an ts , and other owners of capita l 

wealt h we re beginning to r eplac e th e far me r as th e dominant 

individua l in the co mmuni t y . 

The fact th a t th e railroad did cause ch ange has bee n 

demon s tr a t ed , but the ma teri a l change s th a t took place in 

t he city do no t accurate ly r ef lect the most i mpo rtant 

t ran sformation of the pe riod . The indiv idual who l ived 

dir ectly from t he l and did not ce ase t o exist . At first 

the farmer had been suspicious and then became alarmed by 

t he ch anges which had t aken place since th e Civil Wa r . The 

fa r me r s we r e aware tha t something was wrong , but they were 

✓ 
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not aware \vhat was wr ong . They did know th at th ey were not 

sharing in th e wealth and opportunities afforded th e loc a l 

town speop l e . It i s tru e tha t the Alli an ce was started be

for e th e arrival of th e r ai lroad in La mpasas , but it is also 

true that th e Alli ance expe ri e nc ed its most rapid growth 

and active par t ic i pa t ion in th e county during th e 18 80 ' s 

and early 1890 ' s . Th e activity of the Alliance in po l it i cs 

indic a t ed a difference in politi ca l opinion between rur a l 

and ur ban inh ab itants of Lampasas Cou n ty . Th e Alliance 

sought some gove rn me nt r egulation of the economy , and 

businessme n , happy with th e ir successes , wan t e d no govern

me nt int e rfe r ence . The farmer desi r ed a r e turn to condi

t ions as t hey had exis t ed before the Civil War when th ey had 

played a mo r e i mportant r o l e in politics . In Lamp asas , th e 

major change during th e period was marked by a shift of 

po~itic a l and economi c power fro m t he rural to t he ur ban 

c lasse s of th e coun ty . 

Despite the ch anges that were influenced by the 

arrival of t he railro a d , everything did not ch ang e . The 

first settler c ame to Lamp a sas becaus e of the sulphur 

springs . The springs were used as a curative for various 

dis eases . ,!any people came to Lampasas just to drink t he 

s u lphur water . ~iany l e ft the area , but some staye d to farm 

and r aise stock . The village grew and those who lived in 

t he fronti e r t own s e r ved th e needs of th e far me rs a nd th e 
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gu es t s . After th e ar riva l of th e railroad , peop l e continu ed 

to come to La mpasas and drink th e sulphur wat e r , the far me r 

staye d on th e farm , a nd thos e who live d in the city contin 

ue d to se r ve the guests and th e farmer . The arriva l of th e 

railroad only served to int ensify and accelerate tha t 

which was already slowly deve loping . The pattern of popu

l ation growth and the basic industri es upon which Lampasas 

dep e nd e d r emained constant . 

By 1895 much of the " boom town" t hat had marked th e 

l ife of Lampasas in th e 18 80 ' s was gone . The Centenary 

College and Park Hotel had burne d in 1895 , and th e Hanna 

Springs was slowly r e duc e d to a mere remnant of its for me r 

glory . The days when Governors and men of wealth graced 

t he s treet s were over . There were no more militia encamp

ments , hors e rac es , or dancing in th e Park Hot e l pavilion . 

The students who a tt e nd e d t he Cent e nary Co l lege were go ne . 

The thousands of guests who visit ed Lampas as during the 

s ummer season were gone . Al l were gone except for t he 

memories of th a t which had been . In 1895 t he Farmers ' 

All ianc e held their State Convention in Lampasas in th e 

Hanna Ope r a Hous e , a nd , for a whil e , all of the old glories 

we r e r elive d . But even in 1896 the Alliance , as a political 

fo r ce, was dead . But every t hing was not gone . The sulphur 

s p r ings were still th e re , although th e r e were few people 



who used them . For the most part they were used by th e 

loc al population and by th ose people who r eturned every 

year out of habit . Also , th e farmers had not gone , and 

the city dweller stayed to serve his needs . 
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