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PurposE:_ 

The purpose of this study was to exnlliine the life 

and work of ~inn i e Fisher C u1ningha n of Ne\ Waverly , Texas . 

Special considerat ion w~s given to a brief biography of 

her life , her activitiee in the ~oman suff -a g e movement , 

and h e sena tor ial and gubernatoriaJ races . 

Methods 

The methods used t o obt~in dnta in this s tudy were 

intervi ews and. conversa tiCJns wit:1 ~.rs . Cun::i. j_nfs!"1am ' s family 

and friends , the examination of b ooks and pap ers in 

various libraries to d.P t ermine ' 1hat inforrnation had been 

published o~ ~ s . Cunnin gham , and the c are ul inspection 

and u s e of the Cunningham Iarers . 

The evid2nce pres ented in thi.s work indicatee the 

foll owin~ conclusions : 

1. The work of Mrs . Cunnj ne;ha m j n the v✓ oir.a 1, 

s uf fr s.p;e :, ov omp;it I both 01i the r,t2te and national levels , 

v,ar; in va l.-uab J. <: in g2.in j_ng votjnp; 1·ights for wo me n . 



2 . She was a pioneer in women ' s participation i n 

state and national olitics . 

2 

3 , . As a political act ivitist , Mrs . Cunningham gave 

direction to the progressives and deter mine d opposition to 

the conservat ives . 

4 . For ~~s . Cunningham , long- range social and 

political progre s s vas more important the.n winning imme ­

diate victor ie s in those areas . 

Approved : 
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CH--tl?l'ER I 

I N'I'R ODlJCT I 0N 

Recen~ political battles , particul arly a mong t Le 

Democrats in Texas , :1'3 ve l acked t hl· 7,cst and the int ense 

des i re to ~aise u p rPal and meaningful issues a n d to purs ue 

them t0 t:1eir ultimate gos. l s . One bas r eason to believe 

that this l ess of enthusias~ has been engendered by t he 

l ack of persona l dedication to the point of personal s ac­

rifice b y those persons who are involved in politics . 

Causes; i~sues , and dreams seem to havt f a llen prPy 

to the pragr.in.tist app:c-oach '.lhich demands , perLLa.y_: s ri?,;htly 

so, tat today ' s politician must te percept ive to voter 

c oncerns ~ to politi<.:al r.12.ch i neE.; , .?.:1d to f in~n c ial support 

without wh:i.ch no political campa i f_';n c an succ.ccc. . Perhaps 

t her-e are exceptions , but the number i s i nfinites i r.:a l . 

This C..SE:-8 S0ITlent i s to o simpl istic and too harsh , for 

t bis \'fl' :i.. -L er· knc 1
• s that there ho.ve a l ways b een politica l 

oprortuni~ts jn the past who have used any means possible 

t o gain personal or collective ends . He a l s o knows t hat 

tr,~re h ave be s? n person;=, who helve chnrnpioned just causes and 

wh o h::i.v~~ sou€)it to i mp~-:-ove society without c ount:i.ng the 

personal co~t to themselves . 

It h: ::i.)r<:: uiffjc11lt 1 ho.-:c.vt~r- , to oe perceptive 

en,)U f~h to ,i:c !·0 2. ch c:ie:e o.nd. even to rn&te j 1d.rr,1nents about 



those persons who do make personal sacrifices while they 

live i n and make history . The Now is simpl y too close . 

2 

One must have t he correct distance of perspective , an d t his 

is pos sible only when the ingredient of time i s added . 

That is why the human r ace can look backward t hrough time 

and events and discover that the retrospective view pro­

vides the clearest focus even with its ast i gmatism of 

f aulty reporting , subj ective interpre tation , a nd uncon­

scious nostal gi~. 

This thesis is a s tudy of the life and work of 

Mrs . Minnie Fisher Cunningham of ew · 1a.verly , Texas , and. 

will include a biographical s ketch of her l ife and an 

ex:1mination of her efforts at social r efor1.:1 and some of her 

politi cal in~ olv Eme n~ s . 

The life of Minnie Fisher Cunningham reached into 

the lives of thous ands of people , f o~ who she was a~d what 

she cont ribu~ ed to s ociety in general are still being 

measured . Th e irony of her li fe is that only a r e l a tive ly 

s mall number o f per.sori.s re r:: cr;iber her or r eali ze her effec­

t iver'.ess in changing soc i a l and pol itica l patterns both on 

the s t ate and national l e vPl . 

A student of Texas history or one of her co -workers 

wh o t0 Lill lives ·,:ould ne rer minimize t he \·1ea l th of spi:;::•it 

and t he vi~ali~y cf ch a r-nctcr whic h Mrs . Cu nnin gham br c:ught 

t.o ou--c· cci.rnt::·;r. Yet the 6 eneraJ. p~1blic knows l ittle ab:,ut 



Mir..nie F i she r Cunningham . This is unfortuna t e , for all of 

u s are hei r s of this heroic woma n who, for over fifty 

ye a rs , h e lpe d to shape the d e stiny of a st a te and of a 

n a tion . 

She ha d the admirable quality of sensing human need 

and then d ei icat ing hers elf to allevia ting that need . She 

was d e cisiv e in choos ing an ideal which she b e li e ved to be 

right a n d j ust and the n r e lentlessly pursuing it . Mrs . 

Cunning h a. m kn e w both Presidents and field h a nds and held 

the m ~ith equa l r e s pe ct- - if they so warranted her re spect . 

She wa s huQbl8 , proud , witty , sarcas tic if nec essary . She 

nev er f alte r e d in her desire to render service ev e n in h er 

o l d age an d i p oor health . This i s bor n e out in a l e tte~ 

written by t b -:; lat e Pre ~j_d e n~ John F . Ke nn edy to Mr s . 

Cunningh a~ , who wa s the n in her seve n t y-ninth year : 

Dear Mrs . Cunning am : 

No~ that our campa i g n has b een brought to a 
succ essful conclu s ion, I want tc tha n k you for y our 
g o od ½nrk with t h e Citize n s for Ke nn e dy an d Johns on. 

I Q d g r a t e ful for your contribut ion to our 
v i ctory . We now h a v e the opport ~nity cf continu i n g 
to ~ar t t o s ethe r for o~r country ' s we lfa re during 
t ·. ,~ n e:x:t 1' our y e arc- . F l eas e acce pt my p e r s on a l 
gra ti tude for y ou r help . 

SinccreJ v your s 
/ s/John F . ·k e n ~edyi 

1 Jo~n }' , IC nn ed;y to Mrs . ~-~inni2 FL::;:1-3 r Cun:1 ingham1 

J'3. rtU 31',Y lC)~ l ':)61. 



4 

The life cf Minnie Fisher Cu11ningharn , who was knc•:m 

to her fri ends as Minnie Fish , was too full and too rich 

for an exhaustive study or even a de~cription of her rr.ost 

mec1ningful work . It is necessary , therefore , to limit this 

thesis to those events, issues , and ideals which seem to 

best repres ent her life . 

The reader must have some sense of nn overview of 

the life of Ninnie Fisher Cunn ingham in order to unders tand 

the depth of her character . There s eems to have been an 

i mpel ling force in her persona lity makeup which gave her 

direct :Lon ar_d motivation. One sens es that Mrs . Gunn :i.ngheir. 1 

~ho ~as of a soma~h~t timid nature ear ly in her public 

career , acquired the art of knowin g wtere the important 

political an~ s 0cial is s ues ~ay wai in g to be cultiva ted . 

She s~t about to get those is s ~es bef ore the eye of the 

public, part icula~ly the co ramon map . She once wrote: 

I believe in the dj_i:;n i ty of man---t.be com,non 
man . Jus t as the old Negro s pj_ri tual shouted , 11 H.11 
God ' s ch i l lun got shoes," in the days wh ::: n shoe s 
wer e scarce so I wo11l d. shout 1 i:All God ' s c hillun 
~o~ .. ~tg~i~'." ~ '.' th2 a rro1:;ant lor ds of G-encral rfotors 
.,O t., \, :t_ vb0tc.J1Qlng • 

;?;'-'ierr,oridl ri' ri":)u c to Mrs . Mi nie Fis~1e r CunnL r,r. ?.,r:i : 
A Gres.-t; ~.r r!:i~1c a11 1 A Eeport l-TeJ:,ar8d b_y the Texas 1)er.,oc1·&.t:~c 
Women ' s S-catc Coir:!;J itt e~ , no dat e cf pu l;):Licat j _on or l)Uge 
nurr;·u e-i:· J.j s~-0d . 
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Therefore a biographical sketch of the life of this 

woman is neces sary to show wi th some c larity the ~ynamics 

of a person who had the v ision and the in sight to believe 

that politica l , soc ia l and c iv i c progress was more than 

human luxury ; it was obligatory . 

The re ade r has of ten heard t he statement t hat a n~an 

was born before his tiree . By this , of c ourse , i s meant 

that a man is sensitive enough to recognize in t he present 

t he needs of men tha t have little opportunity of being 

fu lfilled 1r1til later in history . Minn i e Fisher Cm~nin~har.i 

was a wo rna n born before her time I and i n t he most unlj_ke ly 

pla c e . The da t e of her birth , 1882 , a nd t he place of her 

birth , New Waverly , locat ed in de ep East Tex~s , would no~ 

normally be so juxtapose d to pr odu ce a person with ideas 

and convictions which have been characterized by many as 

r adical or even revo l utj onary . In f act , her i deas a nd con­

v ictions should be defin ed as progressive r athe r tha n 

r s.dical. 

As one e;~ar:LLn0s the buckground of Mrs . Cunningbam-·­

her f amily , her education , her marriage--r easons why sh e 

was the pe rscu ~he was c ni"!l.e to th e s .ir f ace . Chapt8r 11 , 

t herefo1·e , will contain a bj_ogr!J..phj cal ~., tnterneni:; about 

M .. rrnit~ I◄'isher · Cur,nj_n£5h<l!i1 , 

\'! e: rr: :Jn si..:f.fras e be ca.me t r.e overr i d.1ng j_sirne i n i'ir s . 

Cunnir1f;h c1:r, ' f; 1-U>~ 1 Eiad j_t event1..1ally c.'..J.t:.1pulc. -::d her i.nt ('I 
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state and nationa l pro minen c e . For her , woman suffrage 

meant more than the right to vot e . It was syinbo l ic of the 

r. eed to a chieve equa l wo men ' s r ights in every are a of life . 

Chapte r II I will be de voted to .Mrs . Cunnin gham I s i nvolve -­

ment in woman suffrage . 

The 1920 i s ~ere an especia lly exciting period in 

1iinnie Fish's life . She moved to Vlashingt on , D. C. to 

_help the nat ion ' s women ta utilize t heir new fra nch ise t o 

t he be st advant~g8 . \-,'hile there, Mrs . Cunningham becarne a 

prominent ~ember of several nat ional organizations , which 

l ed her to enter t hE U. S . Senate r a ce in Texas i n 1928 . 

Chapter IV will dencribe the work of Mrs . Cunnjnghs.m i r: 

t he 1920 1 s, with parti cular a t t ention to her s enate 

c an:pa i gn . 

Minnie Fisher Cunningham return ed to Te xa s in 1943 1 

after bcin ~ out of the s tate for fiv e years . A short time 

l ater s he wa s embroiled i n Texas politics , and i n 1944 she 

b ecame a ca ndidate for g ov ernor , running against the 

i r.cwrbcnt , Cc ke R . St e venson. Chapter V will be c oncerned 

w "L th t he ra.J1:.'Lf iGat io:1s of her candidacy r or the g overn or-­

s hip . 

The c onc ludin ~ chapter , Chapt er VI, will be the 

atte :rpt hy thh, wrjter t o draw t ogether his interpretat ions 

o.t t he i!'l,pa c.t tl-)e life of Minnie I'isher Cunninghc:: r:1 has 

ma<l.e i 1·1 0D..:.'.:' so~iety j_n the twe::1tieth centtu':,' . 
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Lit t le has been done in a literar y way t o deal with 

t he mult i fac ete~ l ife of Minn i e F isher Cunni ngham . At her 

death in De ~e n:be:r.' of 196-'+ , t he wire s ervices a nd n evrspapers 

gave brief sta teme~ts about t he more publ i ci zed ev ents in 

her l ife . The ! ~-~'.:'.:§. Observer , i n a r t icles written b y 

Ronnie Dugg er a~d Franklin Jones , s upp l ied highlight s and 

reminiscences of her care er . A memoria l tr ibute t o Mrs . 

Cunn ingham was pub l ishe d by the Te xas Democrat i c Wome n ' s 

State CoL'::"littee . 

Most of t he materia l s this wr i t e r has used in his 

investigat jon were extant papers supp l ied by n ffiemb er of 

M.rs . Cunnir-,gciam ' s f ami l y , the Mc Call urn Fa raily paper s , 

newspa_ er and mag& zine c lippings , two v olumes of Ilis t ory 

££ 1_:~gg~]~ Suffrage edited by Ida Ustec. Harper , and a 

rna ster ' c t hes i s on woman suffrage s ubmitted to the Univer­

s ity of Texas . : ncluded in hi s res earc h wer e t aped int er ­

vi ews with three persons who i ntimate l y kn ew Mr s . 

Cunnjngham , hnd who were act ive l y engaged in s oc ia l and 

politj_ca l events with her . He als o ha d nume rous c onver-· 

sations ¥ ith other persons who were acquainted with her . 

Al t hough search for ma teria l and r e lated studies 

hns not be en sxhaustiv8 , the libra ries a nd arch j.ves at the 

U11~n:rsity of Texas at r1.u r: tj_n , }Li.ce Universj_t y , and Sam 

Housto~ Sta te Col lege were car efu l l y inspect ed . 
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Apart fr om the Cunn ingham a p ers , however \ he found 

that the McCa llurn Family papers , located in t he archives 

a t the Astin Public Library , provided the best source of 

i nformation , pa rticular ly in t he area of woman suffrage . 

The assoc i ation of Mrs . Cun:i ingham with rrs . J a ne Y. 

McCallu , which began with the f ight for obtaining suffrage 

for the wo !Tien of Texas , continued for over a generation and 

a half . 



CHAPI'ER II 

BIOGRAPHICaL SKETCH 

Born on March 19, 1882 , Minnie Fisher was tbe 

seventh child of Horatio White and Sallie Abercrombie 

Fisher . Th~ place of her birth was the plantation hous e 

on Fisher Farms , located near 1ew Waverly . 

Whi le on fu r lough fr om the Confederate .rmy i n 

1862 , Captain Fisher , a widower with an eleven-year-o l d 

daughter , had married Sallie z bercrombie only onP raonth 

after he~ brothe r , Len , had been ki l led at Bull Run. The 

Fishers and A b ercrom·oies , oth large land holders in pre­

Civi l War days , were nei ~~bors . It wa s Sall ie ' s father , 

,Toim A bercroqbie , who had. helpe d to recruit anrJ. equip a 

c ompany of cavalry troops , undi:::r the immediate co1 '.l rr:nnd of 

Ceptain li . W. Fisher , i n 1861 . Abercrombie and General 

Sof:l Houston ·,!ere close fr i.ends , and Hot:.ston. often vj sited 

in th fi • t erc :...' om·o ie ho rr.e . With the adve:r"Jt o the Civil War , 

however , J ohr, 1- ·oerc:corr.l>ie ·as reluctant to support 

Hoi_;_s ton ' s oppos j_tion to Texa.s s e :::ess i.on frvm the Unj_on and 

it s ent ry into the wa r. 1 

, 
.LMinn iP- FishE:r Cunni1 gb..r1ru 1 Crossine: Over ( unp'.l·o -­

l:l.2hccl. ·bio p.;~·.J. r,hy oi Sallj e 1, be:!.'Cromb j_e F.i she:. . Or:i.gi.na. l 
in -p8sscs::::.· on oJ t-l:r s, }'.;J.i za.b~:th Hill , tze ,,: v:avc1- l ;y-) 'L' c:-:as , 
no d &~E giv0n ) 1 p . 32 . 
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Sallie wus SEventeen , when she mar ried Captain 

Fisher , who was then thirty-five . Fishe r was a man of 

me ans , a l ando~ner who was building a fi ne house when the 

war bega n. After the war , he mort gaged his property to 

buy more land , only to be caught in a deflationary period. 

In order not to los e all of their property , Captain an d 

Mrs . Fis __ er mo,·~:d to his d e ceased fat her ' s plant at ion, 

Fisher Farms . There Captain Fisher operated a l arge 

f arming interest ~ with its attendant problems of the i n­

flux of carpetbagger s int o Texas and. the radic a l change 

from a slave to 2 free systc~ of l abor . 

During the 1870 ' s Captain Fisher donated r!ght - of­

way proper ty to the Houston and Great tfo r tll t:·r·~ri }W.:.:1."!:'oEl d. i n 

order that h e have use of the rail lin e . ~~e c0n3t~~ct jon 

eng ine ers mad e their cai::p n ear th e Fish(~I' h8u:::c~ ana s ·c.a.y2.d 

for severa l months . As a favor to t he Fishers 1 t hGy 

suggec-ted tha t they build a railroad station o·8 1:rc f::J.:' EJ 

and call :it "F::.sher . " Mr <' . Fisher was ind i gnant \ s&y 11.1g 

thnt she wou l~ not rais e her childrEn in a litt~e rdllrod~ 

town nnd "s -8nd them to school witb the riff-:;:-af f o.f such c.. 

? pla ce . u - -

Captain Fisher wa s always gene rous wi th people w:o 

n eed ed. h2l:p . · He gav e much f\nancia l aj_d to fc::r.·rnsr slave s i 

'17. 
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:i_t :.'Lne:ca nt ',\·orke1.'s , and anyono el se who needed it. When 

he di~d. of pneumonia at the age of s eventy-nin e , a tramp 

in town was b.e2.rd to say ) "Cap ' n :F'iGher de a d ! There went 

a good man . I didn't kno~ hi ru , but he took rre int o a 

store and bought me thes e shoes I have on my f eet b ecause 

he s aw my fee t on the gr ound .,:.? Because of his unpre ­

d i ctable generos i t~ , Sal l ie ?isher had her own account 

which she used to t a ke care of the needs of he r childr en , 

particularly their educat ion . Minnie Fish r e c a lled t hat 

her mother sold ve ge t ables , but ter , and ev en cotton to 

keep rno::iey i u ner account . 

Theed-cation of the Fisher chi ldren was handl e d 

primRrily by their mother . As a g irl , Sa llie hbercro~b je 

b ecame an avid reader of bo oks. To keep her from r ead ing 

all night , her parents rationed her supply of candles . 

\•:as not surprising 1 t hen, th a t t he Fisher children could 

r ead at the age of five , ha ving been taught by Salli e 

Fishe r or one of the olde r ch ildren . Ea c~ of the child.re n 

had to read a lou1 the enti~e Bib l e , a nd their fath e r, who 

had little .forma l educa.tion , helped t} err. wj.tb spellins 
IJ.. 

practice ar.d rote e1e 1nor j_zat ion . · J\1-i.. nn ie spent on e year of 

her fo r :al '' CrJ ool ing :in Houst on but? sinc e she \! B.S U I! happy 

p . 99 . 
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there , her :11otb.e r consented for her to return to New 

\vaverly . •fr.el s he graduated f r om t he l ittle schoo l there , 

she and a friend decided that an a ppropriat e c elebration 

shotld be held. They sent notes t o everyone in town, 

telling them of their graduat i on party a nd i nv i ting them 

to bring a basket lunch . "This was my fi rst initiat ive , " 

re called Mi nnie Fish . 5 At sixteen sbe went to Hunt svil l e 

a nd obtaincc. a te a.c .er ' s c e r tj_f icat e by exa.rninat ioE and 

l ater secured a j0b at the Gourd Creek School . Frightened 

by the pros pe ct of ac t u a lly te a c hing children , s he gave u p 

the job and went t o Galv e ston to stay with her siste r . 

01c e the:::-e , a nd wi-ch t he help of he r sister , Minnie :Fis h 

mad e the decis i on to take the entrance examj_ration -c o the 

Sch oo of l'ha1·maey of the Univers i ty o f Texas Vi ediea. l 

Bran c h . She wa s acce pted a nd , after thr ee year s of s tudy , 

was graduate~ in 1901, as the sec ond woman in Texas to 

. d . h 6 r ece:i..ve a egree in p armacy . 

Whil e in school 2.t Ga l vest on , Minnie Fi s her shov;ed 

a d e sire to d o eocial work. Just before 1900 , Cl~r a 

Bart on was c oll8etin5 used clothing 1 a nd Finnie Fish per­

suaded he r □other to g iv e a t ea at he r home for the pu ·­

pose of ge t t ing the ir neighbor s to brj_ng so~e used c l othes . 

Nov ember ·21 , 1958 . 
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The t ea was s uccessfu l , a nd a large a mount of cl cthi ng was 

s ent t o Clara. Ba rton . Minnie Fish l ater said , " . . . it 

was unus ua l t o do , be caus e nobody els e was d oing anything . 

I t ~as sor t of symptonatic of a meddleso me charac t e r , 

don ' t you think? "? 

Afte r l eaving Ga l veston , Minn i e Fish we nt to 

Hunt s vi ll e t o work as a pr escr i pt i on clerk in a drug s tore . 

There she me t a promis i ng youn g l awye r , B. J . Cunn in gha m, 

fo r me rly of St . Louis a nd I ndia na . She marrie d him a t 

t went y , and s he s a i d t ha t her husba nd was the most hand­

some ma n she ever saw . And of her , h e once s a i d , "Honey , 

I d on ' t mi nd i f you a r e r ed- hea ded . I ma r r i ed y ou f or 

y our br-a ins . 118 IJ.•he pol i tical ca ree:.:- of Mrs . Cunningham 

was s e t in mot ion when he r h~sband r a n fo r c oun t y a~ t or ney 

as a r e form can cH dat e . He t o l d her , "As a c i t y ma n t o a 

c ountry gi r l 1 i f you hold u p your end of t he campaign I ' ll 

h old up m:i ne . 11 9 Bhe brought i n a ma jorj_t y of the c ountry 

v ote a nd t hus her int0r e s t in po l itics b e gan . 

The Cunn inghams mov e d to Hous ton i n 1905 and l ived 

t he r e for t wo ;y2c1.r s . While t here , Minnie Fish persuaded 

her husba nd to buy a count ry pla ce on Dickins on Ba you 

7 
-~~xa ~ Qbs~£~!: , Nove !Tiber 21 , 1958 . 

8
Pers on aJ. pA. p E:> r s of i"lrs . Mi nn i e J:i'is he r Cunn i ng l:J a~ . 

q 
., - ~:'-~J:E. r~!_neric Gn ~ f·b. y 24 1 19Lf 6 . 
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where she boated 1 fished , and hunted . In 1907, she and 

her husband moved to Galvest on, and Mrs . Cunningham be .ame 

interested in several civic , mus ic, lit erary , and suffrage 

c lubs . Having no children of her own, s he cared for two 

ado pted chi ldren f or a time . In later y ears , she t a lked 

v ery little about her marr j_age . On ce to a fri end , she 

r erriarked ~ 11 •• • you know I can ' t ta l k very much a bout 

h · . 1110 
l1Il . Because of Mrs. Cunningham ' s involvement i n 

var ious socia l and political activ i t i es whic h took her 

away from Galveston , it can be assumed t hat her marriage 

was not a lways a happy one . Her husband died in 1928 . 

From 1916 to 1920 , Minnie Fish spent much of her 

ti. e in Audt in at the s tate headquart ers of t he Texas Equal 

Suffra ge Associati on . During this per iod , she worked in 

Austin , Washin gton , D. C., and se era l states promoting 

t he Sl f frage moverr:ent . O.f her appo i ntment as chairman of 

the Liberty Loan for the state of Texas in 1918, Minnie 

Fi s h sa i d , ".Ad boy d.j_d I turn in the Liberty Loans . 11 11 

Her executive abi lities be came most prominent in t he 

1920 ' s, when she held office s in such nat iona l organ i za­

tions as th8 N3tional Le ague of Women Voters , the Woman ' s 

National .u ei,.cc.ro.tic Club , "t h e ITi.:1.ti 0nR l li'edr:rated \'i'orr,en ' s 

11 1 . . en-:. . • 

Nnv em · er 21 , 1958 . 
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Club~ ~ and the National Democratic Co~~ittee. She was 

honored in 1920 , when she went to San Francisco a s a d e l e ­

gate f rom Texas to the National Democratic Convention . 

He r d efeat in the race for the U.S . Senate in 1928 only 

c ontribut ed to her desir e to c ont inue in the mainstreau1. of 

nat iona l _olitj .cs , and she r eturned to Washington , where 

she was associated with t he Woma n ' s Nat iona l Democratic 

Club . She first b ecame acquainted with the Frankl i n De l a no 

Roos e v e l ts at that time . It was a r e l at ionship wit h the 

Rooseve l ts that de ve loped thr~ugh the ensuj.ng years , 

e specia l ly wi t h Mrs. Eleanor Roose velt , and Minnie Fi.sh 

gave h e r ent hu s iastic support to Roosevelt ' s New Dea l pro­

gram . Aft er a decade of nati ona l Repub lican admin i stra-

tion s , 11rs . ~un nin gham , alway s an eager Democrat , i ·as 

pleased that the political pic~ure had changed . As a d e l e­

gat e to the Democrat j_c Nat ion a l Convention in Houston in 

1928 , Minnie Fish supported Senator Frank Walsh of Montana . 

She c ould not ~et excited about the c a ndidacy of Governor 

Al Smith, although she did not oppose his no mination . 12 

From 1932 to 1938 , Mrs . Cunningham was an employee 

of the Te xas Extension Service at Texas A & M Col lege. 

Her titles i11clud ed nssociate editor and then editor of 

J un e 28 , 1928 . 



the conduct ing of r eport ers ' schools, the radio braod­

cast in g of farm news, and the ini t iation of a campa i gn 

de siE1;ne d to use up surplus cotton by making ma.t tresses 

. 13 during the ce press ion years . 

16 

From 1938 to 1943 , Minnie Fish was an information 

s pecialis t for the Uni t ed States Depart ment of Agri culture 

in Wash in gton. I~ one year , she arranged for 1,100 round­

t ab le cli scuss ioDs among WOI! te n on the New Dea l ' s a gricul­

tural policies . She left Washington , protest ing tha t the 

info1.·mation pr oe;r-am for the food production effort was 

be ing seriously damage d . 14 Commenting on Mrs . Cunn inghcm ' s 

r ef-ignation~ Mrs . Roosevelt wrot e : " I grieve that tbe 

Department of Ag~iculture has lost you, but I know Texas 

will 

Dis gus~ed with Governor Coke R. Stevenson and his 

polj_c ies , Minn~.c Fisl1 opposed him in the governor ' s rac s 

of July, l 9L~L~. Al though defeated , she scored hea vj ly 

against the con s ervative De~ocrati c bl.cc in Texas . 

Only weeks l ater she became involv ed in another of 

the greaL is s ues of he r l ife , the fight for academic 

13 r ersor&l papers o.f IVLrs . f'Jij_nnie Jt' isher Cunnincharr, . 
1 Li-

~ ~!..~~.2 Ohserycr _, Nov 21r.ber ?l , 1958 . 
1 5!"Irs. E:1.~,a.10r !.iCOnc ve l-:: to Mrr . • Minnie J."isher 

Cunninf;bai:t, October 11 \ 191.~:5 . 
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fre ed oJJ . It must be noted th3.t i'-'lrs. Cu nnir.gham ha d long 

advocated the ri ght of any educator to pursue the freedom 

i nherent in the position of the academician . Her keen 

interest in th:s human right ca. e into sharp focus with the 

firin 13 of Dr . Ha ir.er Price Rainey, pres ident of the Univer­

s ity of Texa s , on November 1 , 19~~ . Rainey drew the ire 

of the Board of Regents when , on Octo~er 12 , he called his 

facul ty together and read to them sixteen violations of 

16 academic f reedom by the Board . The members of the Board 

were appointed during the administrations of for mer 

Governor O' Daniel and current Governor Stevenson , which 

explains the c onservative nature of the sroup . 

It was a comrr: on pr actice f or Minnie Fish to organ ize 

a committ ee to d0,a l with a pa rU_cular problem . In the ca se 

of Dr . Ra i ney ' s dism issa l , the Women ' s Committee fo r 

Education Frecd.o~n wa s form e d , with ~irs . J ane Y. McCallum 

as ch~irman . Mrs . Mccallum was ab l e to serve only a f ew 

months , and she was s ucce eded by Mrs . Lillj a n Collier . It 

was ri nnj_e Fish , ho·,,ever ~ who gave direct ion to this organ-­

izat ion . Mrs . Collier point ed out tha t Minnie Fisher 

Cunn in gham '.-: a s the 11 brains 11 behind mos t of the \·ro men ' s 



com~ittees formed to dea l with cr isis situations or 

problems . 17 

It is unce::.-tain tha t Mrs . Cunningham personal l y 

knew Dr . Rainey prior to his dis nissal, but she was well 

acqua int ed with the maneuverings in Texas politics which 

were recipitating this kind of action in the academi c 

world. It wa.s apparent that the action of the Board o.f 

Regents , in dis missing Dr. Rainey , grew out of political 

motivat ion s . The Austin Amer ican editorialized : 

18 

The forces of big money and reaction have con­
trol now. Temporarily they have won a vi ct ory just 
as, temporarily , they won a victory in the conven­
t ion last .~c.j but lost it when the people had ar:. 
opportu~i ty tc s peak j _n Septewber and November . 

~he tinive:·sity n-3.s been put into polj_tics by 
those .who wish tu con t rol t eaching , to contro l 
think i lig , to adm:i_nist·e:r:· :-::ducati on and define truth 
according to their own pa:,:-t:i..cular ideologies an,'l 
ec onom·~ beliefs . 18 

In an open letter to Mr . Dudley K. Woodward , J r ., 

chaj_rrna n of the Board of Re e:ent s , Dr . Ra.iney accused . 
'locdward cf political chican ery and a bre ~ch of ethics of 

t he l egal profession when he brought false charges a gainst 

the for~er president out of the fe ar t hat the Texas Senate 

17statement by 1~s. Lillian Coll ier , persona l 
interview; February 6 1 1968 . 

18
Edit orial i.n th e A~~!LQ. une~l_~~!]. , FebruEt:ry t'. , 
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would not r at ify his appoint ment to t he 5oard . Further­

more , Rainey dem~nded to kn ow why Woodward refused to give 

h im at l east a private hear in g prior to his firing and ~hy 

professional tenure , which is a corollary to a cademi c 

d 1 d. . d h. 19 fr 8e om , was a so enie .J_m . 

As ea rly as April 20 , 1945 , Mrs . Cunn i ngham wrote a 

l etter t o Mrs . Mary Ellis, wife of Dr . A. Caswell Ellis of 

the University of Texas , in which she said tha t she ~as 

promot i ng Ra iney a s a candida te for governor , Charl es 

Met c a lf e for l ieuten ant governor , Ralph Yarbor ough f or 

atto:cney genera l ; a n d Wric ht Pa.t 11an f or· U. S . senat or . 

Parenthetica l l;r ~ I-irs . C:mnir:gham s t ated that it RainE:y 

r efused t o run for governor , t hen nh e wou ld r un for this 

hia_h office a~ai~ 20 
Li ..._-:, - • 

When Minn i e :Fish organi zed the Wo men ' s Commit tee f or 

Ed ucational FTeed.oin , she pled5ed t hat she woul d se e k t o 

i !lcrease co m:ni t tee membersh i p to one thousand , ·,\'i t h four­

representatives i n e a ch c ounty . In explaining the new 

organization t o the Campus League of Wome n Vot er s j_n 

.4.ust in \ she s tated. that the Co mmit t ee " should. b e broa d 

enough to t ake in a l l edu cat iona l problems over the stat e , 

19An o pen l etter fro m Dr . Horoe r F . R&.iney t:; o Mr . 
DudlC\i' K. W ood\1a:rd I Jr . , Jlpr:i 1 4 ~ 1945 . 

2011 .,. . l . ' C . l 'TS . i'llnn ::..e ,' 1s11er unning 1a1:i t o Mrs . ffi3. r·y :Ell is , 
Aprj_l 20, }/fi-5 . 



so it ~ou l d ~ct be limit ed . It ought to be political , 

b ecause this th:i.ng i s in the field of politics . i:
21 

20 

Mrs . Cun~i_gham was following th is philosophy when 

she directej the \'!omen ' s Co rr_m ittee for Educat iona l Freedo;u 

to t~ke a ~ublic opinion poll in Texas ~hich wa s d e signed 

to deter mine what Texans be lieved ab out freedom of thought 

an d fr eedo1J o.f speech in their schoo l s ystem . One obvious 

ho pei-for result of this poll was t o help the peop l e of tb e 

s tate to examine the cand idates in the upcoming elections 

with the question : "Will you f'r- ee our edu.cati on a l insti-­

tutior1s ?"22 

Dr . Rainey c onsen~ed to run fo~ governor , and Mrs . 

Curm :i_ngha.m supervised the secretaria:i. and stenogr a phic 

workers in Even b e f o:ce Fca i ne;r ar~P- ouncHJ. 

h is candidacy , HI 'S . Cunningha rr. referred to hi m a.s Governur 

Raine y \ s 2,;y ing , "Sounds go od , doesn ' t it ? 1124 During t he 

campu isn , shs and Mrs . Lillian Collier v is i ted Washin gt on 

af ~8r r eceiving a per s o~&l invitation to attend a te a a t 

the '.'/hite n0u•·E:; . 25 

rrexan , ~ovember 1, 1945. 
22 h ' e.~s Re l ease by \\/omen ' s Comndttt,c for Educntic)no.l 

l<"'rc::erto r:1 s Oct obe:".' 10 , l 9L~5. 
':)7: 

,._.J J· r: }:os Obsorvc:r Nove:r1ber 21 , 195,:L 
· ·-~··· - ----·-- --·- I 

1946 . 
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Although Rainey ' s gubernatorial attempt ·.vas un­

successful , r:rs . Cunningham ' s i nterest and concern for 

educational fr eedom did not diminish . In 1957 , she wr ote 

a l etter to Mr . J i r.:. Lj_nds ay , vic e- c ha i rrr.an of the Board of 

Directors of Texas Tech , d enouncing the action of this 

Board in su;;~mar ily dis1cissing Drs. Byran Abernethy and 

Her bert Greenbe rg without g iving t hem the benefit of the ir 

prof essiona l ri ~hts . Commenting on the educat ional system 

of the sta te of Virginia in 1958 , she s aid : 

I get so mad. about the s choo l situation I ' m 
i nc ohere!1t . Even if I wasn ' t for desegregati on ~ 
whic h I am , I would st il l be aga inst the closing 
of •· he }.Yubli c "Chools . 'l'hc schools belong t o al l 
the people . The rich people had bet ter support the 
schoo l system . Thomas J efferson said i t ' s only 
three gene r ation s from r hirt - tail to s~irt-tai l. 
'I'bc grandchildren cf these :::-ich mea now wj_ll d.epend. 
on the rj_ch rien t he n for an educ ation . 26 

After t l11?. sovernor ' 3 rac e was over in 194G ~ i"iinnic 

I:' i ~h v:cnt b -=ic k t o Fisher :D'c1rrr. s . It wa s stil l ho!i1e f or her , 

but ~Rny things had chang ed . Some of her property b ed be en 

sold to fina~ce h8r i nv olve~ent in po l itics. Her house had 

b 11rned 1 and she ';Ws fac ed with the pr0s1)2ct of havin£; t o 

r ebu ild . :,'lith the help of her re l atj_v cs 8.ild many frie nds ~ 

Minn i.e Fish ou 5. 1 t the little 11ouse she oc cui: ied unt il sl:t> 

·-------- ··--
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died . It ·11as v.•ithout many of the c onveniences of a com-

fortable house , but i t was ho me for her . 

Living again on her far m, . . innie Fis~i refu~ed to 

allow herself to be come isolated fro iil the world , and her 

frie nds did not stop seeking her counsel . In 1952 , s he 

actively engaged i n campa i gning for Adlai Stevenson fo r 

president and Ral~h Yarbor ou gh for governor . She was 

pleas ed that Sam Ra yburn , Speaker of the Un i ted States 

House of Represenbatives, s pe cifically requested her to 

handle Stevenson ' s campa i gn for women ' s votes . 27 The 

d efeat of bot h Ste .ren~on and Ya.rboroug~ and the control of 

Texas politic8 by R puolicar..s 2,nd conservative Ds-1:, oc.ra.ts 

vexed .innie Fist . Conc luding t~at something ho.cl to be 

d or.e to c ounter U~is situation , she and. Mrs . Colli e1· 

orcanized t;1e TE:xaf; Democratic Women ' s Committee to give 

l eadership to the l iberal wi ng of t~e Democrat i c pa rty in 

Texa s . Th~ough this organizat ion, Minn i e Fish w □rked 

active l y in De~ocra tic ca ~paigns at tl1e local , stat e , and 

national lev e l . Mrs . Coll ieL s aid that the last thin g 

M~ s . Cunningham told t he other leaders of ttc group was : 

" Di vest yolU'c3e 1 ve s of out s icl.8 inte:'e::t s ~·-r1 d coYJ.centrate on 

your De l1o cra-c i~ Pa_ ty a1;d yo ir \•.'OT.e n ' s c on rnj_ttee . 11 28 

21\_, 
u c:.ts-r.icnt b:r 1lr2,, Lillian Colli er , p~rson-:1.l 

i nter vi e1, Februar 6 , 1968 . 

.=-unua.ry 22 , 



'tlhen Paul Hole omb , owner and edit or of the e_t~tc_ 

Obse :.::v~,r, decided to sell his news _aper in 1954 , Minnie 

Fisl1 f enred the i::,a per would fall into the 1,vrong hand.s . 

Unaware of what rr- . Cunningha□ intended 1 Franklin J ones 

23 

of J.v:arsh 11 joined her and Mrs . Collier in a meeting with 

rvr..r . Ho _e;omb . H13flect i ng on t h i s occasion, J'fi:r . J ones wrot e : 

Minnie Fish talke,i o.f many things, as only she 
co~ lf do , but i n the end , and to my utter surprise , 
she tur-ned to Po.1-.:.l anci r emarked. , 1 ?aul , Mr . Jones 
is interested in buying your State Observer and 
c ombining it with his E:1.st Texas Democrat , ',:ould 
you be i r1te::.·cst -2:d ? 1 Up-·to . =c·E8:t--time :Chad a l,,a ys 
c onsidered the law too jealous a mistress to permit 
of phLL:1ui.f:,:- ··ng in capitalistj_c v entures . Never··· 
t beless 1 r :capidly c losed. the gap in f_;; nstonjshr:ient 
ev idenced by .y open rno:1th, and under the spell of 
Mi:1Y1ic Fh,h , I did my b-8 st to acl.opt a banker.· sh 
attjtvd.e . . this writer , w~thin mont::-is after hi!:; 
high resolve to le ave journa!isc to the journalists 
and politics to the polj_ticians ~ fo: .. mci himse lf 
somehow in the midst of every rne tj_ng of th8 vari.cus 
'c oa_; r,1itteec- , ' 'boards , 1 and I adviso:r;y councils ' 
that served to cha~t the criginal course of the 
Texds Obsc- r vGr , 29 ·--------

Soon after thh, , Mrs . Frankie Randolph of Hcust on b ou3bt 

the pa per , and it continued as a l ibera l political organ 

in Texas . It v:as to Mirmj_e Fish ' s credit , however , that 

thr1 r .. ape r r2r:1ajned j_n cc- t1·ol of the liberals . She and 

IP.rs . Mary Wein zerl , of Hi..nts-✓ille ~ carried on an exter..sive 

subscription campai ~n at the next State Democratic 



Convent ion , and t his helped. to insure th e success of the 

30 Observer . 
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Through the Women ' s Committee for Economic Policy , 

Mrs . Cun n i ngham supported Lyndon Johnson in his successful 

b id for the United States Senate in 1948 . Ten years later , 

she remarked : 

Rayburn was a great man but Lyndon operates 
Rayburn now , and Lyndon was never a great man and 
be never will be . He doesn ' t ha ve the capac ity for 
grea~ness . I think Eleanor Roo seve l t put her 
fiuge r on it when she said he ' s a great maneuverer . 
Of course that ' s all he is. But he ' s a ruthless 
maneuv erer . He had no principles--none of that 
stuff I call integrity . ,1 

Time an<i c ircuir:s ta.nee s had eroded the rel at ion ship bet1·1een 

Mrs . Cunni!:.gham aD-i. Lyndor Johnson and ~ by 1956 , she 

bitt erly op~osed him and his· fi ght to control the Texas 

delegat icn at the Nat ional Democratic Convention . Claiming 

that Johnso:1 and Governor Allan Shivers had made a dec~l to 

g~LV8 the State D2mocratic Convsntion over t o Johnson , 

Mj_nnie Fish annour ced that she would seek the chairmanshir 

of the Texas delegation . In the sa~e announcement , she s et 

fort h her c:&.n 'ida.c::y as Favorite Daughte r-.3 2 Mrs . 

3 (,c•t-• ,,.. 
, • .i .., a~c-r:;e .. ,t b} hrs . Mary 'tleinzerl , personal int er--

vi~~ , February 6, 1968 . 
'] 
~ -!~~~~ QLserver , November 21 , 1958 . 
~ ') 

~"-ur1ru-:>lis ed article b;,r La·..i c3 Perea, Ap:-::-il 30 , 1')56 . 
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Cunningha~ w3s wel l aware t hat v ery few would take ser i­

ously the intentions of a seventy-f ive - year-old wo~an , but 

she was impudent enough t o i ns i st that ~he State Conven­

t ion would be t u .. ned over neither to Johns on nor Shiv ers 

without a fi ght . Although she and Johnson were n e ver 

r econciled. 1 i!"1 J 960 , Minnie Fish set u p a Kenn edy --Johnson 

ca~pa i gn headqua~ters in New Wave~ ly . She worked t he re 

every day , bringing in s peaker s from ov er the state . To 

her genuine satisfaction, her home count y vot ed De mo crat i c , 

af ter supportin s +;he Hepublica n presidential nominee in 

the two previous elections . 33 

Oc t ob er 18 , 1953 1 was a day of high tribute to Mr s . 

Cunningh&.m ~ fo." she 1 ias hon ored as the outstand i ng wo1~,q: 

Democrat of T~xa s . Her selection by ~rs . Frankie Rando lph 1 

national c ornnit~eewom~n f rom Texas , c oinc i ded with pl ans 

made to c e J.ebr&te Democratic Woman ' s Day 1 observed 

annually i~ memory of t he fi rst woma n member of the Demo­

c ratic t~ation3. l Committei::- . Be cause of ~'irs . Cunn:i.nghnm ' s 

l ong backgr our)ri of le &d.ership in the Dernocratjc par t y , 

both s to.te ar1ci nat j_ ona l , the occ2.sion went f ar b eyorid th<? 

33
!~::.~:2£~~~- -~':£:i-l:~!~. ~y i::_~!:\!1i~ ;I_~s.b~~- 9unn inp.;h !:.: = -~ 

§_~~-:~_t A~.r.'.~~~~~~~!.': , A He por-c Pr8pu:·e~l nnd Published ty t.r1e 
'l1 e:xas i.lc,!.0C1·atj_c Vi0111(,n 1 ~ - State C,.1rr:!.1 j ttse \ n o date of 
pubLi.c a ticm or p~ ge nurrber.' :U . .sted . 



boundaries of Texas. Over 1 , 000 ce ebrations , i n fi v e 

states e.nci. Guat er.ia l a , were 3'~­h e l d i n her honor . 

26 

Minni~ Pish was i n frail hea l th du~ i ng t he last 

y enrs of her life , b ut she r efused to corr,p l etely put aside 

tho:=;0 thinr;s which she d eeme d so i1aportant . In the spring 

o.f the year that sh e di ed , she went t o Hous ton tc help 

f orm the Texas Organ i zation of I,ib e:cal Der:10crats . Thi.s 

was in kcepin~ with her dcter~ination to i mprove the 

po l it i ca l c ondit ions of Texas . 

t·J i r.. ri ie F'j_shcr Cu m1ingha111 died. on December 9 , 19&'+ , 

in a Conroe h ospit e. l , at the age of eishty-tw o . Bur i a l 

Wets in the litt l e c emetery at New VJa.verly . 11 1,1rs . Democrat 

o.f.: 'l'exas" was e;oi:e . 35 Fou;1d a:non g h •.:or pcss ess i onr; was e. 

s crap of pc:q:.i er on v1hich the fol l CJlv i ng state .. 1cnt v:as 

s craw eo. : 

Th8re wi ll b e n o po l i t ica l ha rm ony in Texas 
un t i l : 

( 1 ) ~here is an accepted sta ndard of pol j tical 
integrj_t;y 

( 2 ) Dcnacogu e s c ease to exploit r acia l and 
econo,1, ic J.iifere1~ces to adv:l.!1C:e th0ir ev:n int erests 

( 3 ) 'I'c~xc:.s acc'31)ts . finance~; a nd estab lishes a 
school system 1.-:h ich v:ill put this rich str:tt in 
Class A fr o 1r; k i ndcre;arten to 5raduc1.t [ 0.:..~ ] a nd 



~eneral cducatiop free in both an academic and 
fir. a cia l sense . 3 5 

of 1lr.s . M.innie Ji'i3:1cr Cum1jn ::i'h.1.rn . _, 

27 



CHAPrER III 

WOMAN SUFFR.-GE 

Minnie Fisher Cunningham once l aughingly said that 

she bEcame a suffragette for practical re as ons. As a 

pre scription cl erk at a druB store in Hunt sville she was 

paid $75 per month and everybody else was paid $150 . 

According to Minnie Fish , i was a matter of pride rather 

than one of desiring equa l pay for equal work , for she was 

competent in her field be ce.use of her d egree in pharmacy . 1 

The t·:oman suffrage movernf'nt i n Te:x:3.s bcg3.n in 

earnest ln the early part of this century . The initia l 

impetL,8 w2,.s g iven by the .formation of t :u:~ Eqt~a l Suffr.sic;e 

Lea5ue by Mi~s Annett e Finnigan and her Pisters , Eli~ab9th 

and Katha r in e , in 1903 , Houston was the headquarters for 

the League, and s~vcral c hapters w~re f ormea in Texas . 

With the except ion of the irnst in soc j_et;y, the Lea gue was 

disba11Jed. when the Finnigan sisters l eft th e state . The 

and a New Yor k r es ic'te n t at tha t t1rn G, and J\liss Ar~n e tte 

N ovemb 1c: r 2 1 , 1958 . 
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Jinniga~, r ec~ntl~ r et urne d to Texas from New York, orga n-

i 7,ed t he Texas ,,'cman Suffrage 
. .,_ . 2 

ssoc1av1on. 

S orn2 years after Mrs . Crnrnin g ha;r, and her husb:1.nd 

had. rr:oved from Huntsvi lle to Galves ton, she became active 

in the suff rage movement . '-Jiss Finnigan , who continued t o 

organize clubs throughou t t~e s tate , got Nrs . Cunningham 

into s t ate suffrage a ctivities . As Min~ie FiEh stated it , 

nshe called on me to do scrr:e work in Galveston , and I 

b .Pr . d _,_ f t h G 1 t . · t · 3 e c ame es1 env o e aves on ~ssoc ia ion . 

Mrs. Cun ninghci.m b ecame ill in 191}, and she ·t1a s 

ad.vised b y her O.(l c tor to go to West Texc't s t;o a hir)wr 

c l t:itud.e . When s he loft Ga lveston , ~: he \vrote Vii ss :F:i.;.1n i gan 

ard as;c. d h e T.' to gi ve her o rne re sponsib ilitier. i n the 

vi e stern part of th e st:;,tte . WLSS Finni gan ' ::- rf,pJ.y wa fJ 

d e l a y e d , but Mi~~ ie Fis h was shocked when it did arrive . 

Her l ett er i ncl 1,;.ded a s ta. te··-wide speakin g it in srary 1,1:-i ich 

she wanted. fv:.rs . Cu:r1nin e;harn to fiil. The die was cast , and 

r•:innie F i s h bec ar.1e preside n t of the Texas Wor:ian Suffr ae;e 

Assoc iation :Ln Hay of 1915 . '+ 

2
I d;i Ens~;ud ED..r-p8r ( edo) , 'I'he His t or y of ylo!!_!~F-.. 

§y..ff~~J'/l.1 VJ , pf . G30 ff . 
·1. 

Jst atemerit of Minnie Fi S!181' Cu::'.:r.in gh2.m at suf frage 
c::.nnivc.::1·s2.ry l u n chec,11 , Aus tin , Me.r~:h 2G , 1930 . 

4 
narpOJ' 1 ~·~~:':0. S 11.fi'l' c5e I VI , p, CY.?. 
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On April 7 , 1916, Mrs . Cunningham wrote one of the 

important national leaders in the suffrage movement , Miss 

Lutie Stearns , and invited her to attend the state conven­

tion . The seriousness with which she vi ewed the situation 

i s obvious fro~ he r l etter : 

... Y0u know Texas is in a very c r itica l 
situation from a S ffrage point of view n ow . The 
Legislature is being elected that we will have to 
put our bill up to . ·le are organizing very r apidly 
a nd successfully , and our pros pects for gett ing 
t hrough a_ e b eautiful , if we c an get ourselves 
t hrouBh th8 convention without wreckj_ng on the rocks 
of the Southern Confer nee on one hand and the 
Cong eHsiona l Union en the other , or splitting from 
st em to steT.'1 on "Pre "'.redness " . So we are bending 
a l l of OW.' efforts toward a convention. where 
"Suffrage First': \d.11 be the real senc.·e of the 
meetino- . . .. 5 

At thjs state convention in May of 1916 the delegates , 

under the leader.c:;hi p of J\'irs . Cun n in gham 
I 

in3tructcd the 

executive com~it~ee to ask for suffrage planks in the 

State an:l i"e..ti8nRl Dcnocrutic platforms . Minnie Fi s h tll en 

sent a for1t~ le"ttE:r to all of the cone;ressrum f rom Texas 

and urged -hem to e.dorse the suffrase section of t he 

Democr~t~c lRtform . 6 

Gcverno: ,TSl.rns?s E . Feq;uson defeated '•1rs . Cunningham 

and the suffrage for~e5 a t the State Democratic convention , 

5 
,rs. \\'j_llie D . BO\·/L f)s , " 'l'he Hif; l:;ory o.f the Wornan 

Suf.fra~e Move:rr- 0.:: nt in 'J.1 ex2.f, , 11 pp . 6'7-68 . 

70 , 
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but he 1vas only a ble to brine; a minority repo:i:·t that urged 

the rejection of a suffrage plank to the National Demo­

c ratic Convention at St . Louis . 

Because Governor Ferguson was t he implacable foe of 

t he suffrage movement , he discovered a n unyie l ding enemy 

opposing hi w when the campaign t o impeach him wa s mounted 

i n 1917 . In fact the Texas Equa l Suffra ge Associati on 

abandcned most cf its re gu l ar work i n order to concentrate 

on gathering data necessary to i mpeach Ferguson . Mr . D. K. 

Woodward , Jr ., secretary of the Central Committee in 

c harge of the i wpeachrnent campaign , wr ote : 

The impeachment of forffier Gove .·nor ~erguson 
could not Lave been brought 8bout without th ~ 
c ooperati~n of the women of the State .. . Their 
work vas under the direction of Mrs . Cunningham , 
president of the Tcxa·s Equal Suffrage 11.ssociation , 
who came at once to Austin and established head­
quart ers . The wo1r.en '/Jere asked to reach the remote 
sections , t0 eradicate prejudice and l eave under­
standing in its ~teud ... They did all that was 
asks d of them and mor e . The most c onfirmed skeptic 
on t~f qu~stion of wc CTen ' s p~rtic j_pation i n public 
l i fe . mst have been converted. had he •.vitnessed the 
unselfi sh , tireless, ·efficie~t work of these 
huncireds c;f jevoted worr.en '°rnd. t.:1.e strikin r:; ability 
of their l8 ader , whos e genius for organization , 
k:;-jo,, l ec:_i,,-;e or publ ic affairs ~nd ,)Ublic n)en of Texas 
anJ_ sou11d judgrncrn t in all qucstj_on.s of poUcy were 
of untcl~ value. 7 

I'-" rs . C· rnnin :;hant and her suffragettes had e sta bl ished them­

selvGs as a ot ent force in T xas . 

- ------------·-·--
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With the advent of the United States participation 

i~ World War I , t~e energies of Texas women that were 

directed tow2,::-d the question of equal suffrage were some-­

what dissipated . The wo men were soon engaged in the 

effort to ~e l p with Red Cross activities , Liberty Loa n 

ca~paigns , r nd ~erk to eliminate saloons and other sources 

of vic e near tre ining carr.ps . Mrs . Cunningham b ecar.ie chaj_r ·­

rnan of t he Li erty Loan campaign in Texas , and she estab­

li shed the Women ' s Anti -Vice Committee. 8 The goal fo r 

equal suffrage was not con:pletely c-hunted· aside , l10wevE:ir , 

a.nd. in 19H~ n drive was made by the 'l'exas c•uf .:::rag:Lsts to 

give full s upport t o the pass age of a federa l amendnent 

granting e qua l suffrage . 

and sen&tors in 1917 b sending form letters and b;/ 

wr iting to them individual ly . On June 12 , 19 17 , she wrote 

Congressman To Blant on of Abilene , and requested that he 

form a Woffian Suffrage Committee in ~he Hou~ e of Repre-

sentati es . She also soug t t o persuade other c oncressmen 

of the wortbines~ of t he su.ffrnse caus0 by enli st ing the 

2.id of he1· c o - worker' . J n e xarr;ple o:<: L'l.is technique was 

dcmon stPc;_t~d in a letter to r-~rs . C&.lli cut of Corsicana , a 

re ~i dem; in Con g;-:·essr;:&.n Rufus l ard.;y ' s district : 
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.. . Please wil l you undert a ke t o keep MT . 
Rufus Har dy i n touch wi t h the suffrage questi on . 
The met hcd is by c lipping al l i te rr: s , edj_torials a nd 
a r t i c l e s i n favor of our Cause f r om a l l of t he 
papers tha t you ca n get ho l d of s an d s end to him 
wit h per s ona l l etters f ro m diffe r ent pe opl e ca l l i ng 
his a ttent i on t o the i te ms en c l osed . Ge t t i ng t he s e 
l e t t er s will r equ ire s ome tac k and diploma cy , but 
n ot nea~ly s o much as I a~ sure t ha t you a re 
possessed of . . . . 9 

Mi nn i e Fish used t his k i nd of expert i s e t hen and l a te r i n 

her caree r . Ano t her tec.; hn j_que s he e mployed wa s i llustrated 

i n a l etter t o !V',rs . R . A . Tsanof f of Houst on whe n s he 

a sked Mrs . Ts an off to a r range t o have a delegat ion of good 

suf fra ~is t s t o ca ll on the editors of the var ious Houst on 

nevrspa, r-: rs and request t hat good press c overe.Ge be g j_v en 

t o the s uf fra e; is-:-;s , par t icularly n .ws .fr om wa ~-;h :i n .'.; ton . 10 

The yaar 1918 br ought _ a de n ouement i n t he bat t l e 

f or s uffrage r i ghts in Texas . Early in the year Mrs . 

Cunnin gham and her staff established t heir headquarters at 

t he Dr i sk i ll Hote l in Aust in in anti c i pat i or. of a ca l l e d 

s ession o: the Le gis l atu r e . Alt hough this s pecia l s e s s ion 

ha d bee n c a l led t o cons i d er some measures pr opo s ed by t he 

Sec r et a ry of ~ar , Minnie F i sh v i ewed i t as t he appropriat 8 

t . t b f . ff' b · 1 , ll , J_r-,c .c, pus or a prJr,1ary s u race i .1. The Texas 

9Bo·.1 J. e s ~ 11 Wo r:_::tn S uffr age i n Te xa c , 11 p . 78. 

10.f~l:0.:. . ~ 
1 1

i12 r1.J•;. r ~ 
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Equal SuffraBe Associat ion sought support from Governor 

William P. Hobby , b1.;.t he gave scant attention to it . !rs . 

Cunningham then turned to the state newspapers for help 

whe n she wrote to !1r . Tom Finty , edito~ of the .!_)a;!:_l~.§. 

.. We called on Mr . Hobby i n t .. ustin , and 
told him gent ly but firmly withal, that we want 
that Pr imary Suffrage Bill submitted to the Special 
Sess j_on of the Le gislature , and we would like j_t 
with a str0n5 r ecommendation for passage frora him . 
He is considerin g it . We f ound him somewhat 
exerc~scd ov er Mr . Ferguson ' s activity , and we l eft 
him .. ore so . We had nothir.g cheerful to tell him 
along this line. Personally. I am deeply concerne 
over j_t and the apparent ignorance or l a ck of 
int erest in the subj e ct that people are displayi~g . 
And thut i~ one reason ~by we want that vote in the 
next pri.ma y so badly . 12 

Governor Hobby continued to be reluc tani:; , but the 

s uffragett0 s r e l entles nly brough ~ pressures a ga inst him 

through the us e c f petitions and " lobbyine;. 11 He r e l ented 

when he · was presented wit a petition , signed by the 

ma j ority of the members of the House and the Renate , 

callin~ for a pri~ary suffrage bill . The bill pa ssed the 

House on Varch 16 and the Senate on March 21. On March 26, 

1918 , Govern or Hobby signed th e hill into law , and among 

those persons present for tl1e si gning was Mrs . Cunn in gham . 

l'-1r . C . B . Metcalfe, a mGr.ibcr of the House o 

----···------
12 Bowles , " 'tloman Suffrage in 'I'exas , 11 Vi), 81--8?. . 



Representatives from San Ange l o , had purchased the f cun-· 

tain pen used for t~e signing mid gave it to Mrs . 

· l: 1- k f . t . l .3 Cunning~m as a ~o en o apprec1a ion. 
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Bec a u se the suff rage l aw did not go in t o ef fe ct 

until June 26 and the prirra ry ele ct ion was scheduled f or 

July 27 , !firs . Cunningham cal led for the or-gan iza t i cn of 

non-partisan Women Voters ' League s to hel p re g ister and 

educate the \• omen in order that they would be ena l ed to 

vote and to vote inte lligent ly . Re gistration h a d t o b e 

c ompleted fiftee n days b efore the primary e l ect ion , and 

this forced the suffra5ette s to work quick ly an d effic ient ­

l y . On July 15 Minn i e F ish repor ted to Mrs . Ca rrie 

Ch n.prr.a n Catt t~1at ov er 360 , 000 women were registered . 

Late r a cou1'-C attle erisu:;d because the op:ocnent !..; o.: the 

l aw que st ioned i ts legality . The Te xas Supreme Court 

ruled , in Harr.iJ.t cm versu s _D a v3:2 .1 that the Primary Suffrage 

Law was cuil3titutionaJ. . 14· 

The wo men of Texas n ow he ld a po s iti on of prestige 

never before knovm i n the hi .story of the state . They '{te r0 

welcomed to the polit ical conv entions in Aug11st , and many 

were given comrni1;tee assignments . ~~ he acceptance o.f t he 

wo men ' s f,tr ength by the political estab l j_shment caused 

1 7 
· .:;Ha.rp2r 1 v/_o ;nan S1i.ffra5.s: , VI , -p , 63'? . 
llt. 
· ·Bc/J lE: s s " ;;, o:nan f3u.f f r .::-,.g p, in 'J.'e:<.as ., 11 p . 88 ff. 



so me fea ... a;;1ori.g the more knov,lcdgeable suffrace leacters . 

Mrs . Cunningham and others knew that a call for a state 

referend1m to en&}l8 all persons to have the righ+ of 

e qual suffrage would be ill - ti~ed , if not disastrous . 

Since many of tk~ qualified , and perhaps s;ympathetic , 

voters bad been disenfranc 1ised by their current service 

in the armed fo~ces , the suffragists viewed a state r efer-

endum as too much of a risk at that time . 

In Nov a i~>er , Mrs . Cunningham went to Washington for 

t he fourth time ~o assist the National Congressional 

Committee in its eff ort to ge t a Feci.eraJ. Suffra ge Amend­

ment . P2~e viou.sly , in 1918 , l'-iinn ie Fif3h had b sen in 

Washin gton lobbyins for the federa l amPndmsnt. At that 

t ime she was .designated as the chairmcJ.n of a c ommittee from 

t he National ssociation to approach President Woodrow 

Wi lson about the i nnned iate su1mi~;s:i.on of o. suf.frage amend·­

rnent to Con g~uss . Recallin g t~e event, Mrs . Cunningham 

said that t e nat ional president of t~e suff~agettes h~d 

c oached her t o say that the Democr at ic Party ought to get 

c redit fo:c givin g the wo1!1 0n the vote and thu.t tbs won:cn 

were not supp(:,r·:iur; t he 112..!' as er,thusiasticully as they 

Presids ;-it v-iiJ.son r epJ ied thrrt a ll patr-j_otic citi -­

zer.s w~r e doj_ng a l l that they could. po~sibly do . Th8 



submit the amendment as a war measure , a~d i t missed 

adoption by one vo t e. 15 
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Minnie Fish had been i. Washington l ess t .an two 

months w. en she wrote Virs . Catt about her n eed to make a 

de cision c oncerning the state referendum i ssu e . She was 

c ognizant of the f orces which we r e urging the Texas Equa l 

Suffrage ~sscciation t o engage in a state campaign to see k 

a state referendum on equal s uf frage . She be l ieved t hat 

the men i n t he hi gher echelon of po l it i cs were urg ing a 

referendum for selfish r easons . The power of the women ' s 

vote wa s obvious to the.u. Howe ver , Minnie Fish fe l t tLe 

press ure mo ·t acutely fTom ~ithin t ~r own group . The 

Dallas Eq uu l Siffr age Associa~ion believed that to ia i l to 

en gage in a st ate campaign we ant t~e rejection of the ffie n 

who had su: p or ted the primary suffrage bill . Further~ore , 

t he WomRn ' c Clrristian Temperance Union was call ing f or th e 

i mLlediate submis s ion of the suffrage amendment i n Texas , 

and this was caus inb a division withi n the ranks of t he 

eq_l~al suf I1·H€2;C support e rs . The dilemma whi ch face d Viinnie 

Fish was to accede to the demands to seek a state refer­

en~u~ or to rema i~ loyal to t he National American Wo~a n 

Suf f r a~c Asso c l~tion which pr oh ibit ed a ca□~aign of this 

kind wlt hou~ rior consultation and approval . /ith h er 
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usua l candor 1 Mrs . Cunni gha~ wrote Mrs. Catt t hat the 

maj ority of t_ e women of Texas trusted her ( Mrs . 

Cunningham ' s) ho!1esty of purpose and that they would stand 
,c. 

with her whate ·rer t he decision . - 0 

It is uncertain what Mrs . Catt ' s r eply was , but i t 

was socn apparent to ~innie F ish what course of ac t ion she 

would fo llow . She was calJ.ed to Texas to manage one of 

. the most intense su~frag8 ca~pa i gns u p until that time . 

On February 5 , 191~ Gover_ or Hobby signed the reso lut ion 

c a l ling for a woman suffrage a mendment before several 

wit nesses , on e of whom was Mrs . Cunni ngham . 17 

Te i nf luence of the executiv e and l egislative 

off ices wa s behj_nd a move to bring the suffrafe r eferendum 

to c1. votE' or:. i•ay 24 , 19 19 . Thi s allowed Mrs . Cw~r.jr,£:;hc.r:i 

and the Texas Equal Suffrage s sociation less than three 

months to orgnpize and carry through a strategy that wculd 

c onfirm the right of equa l suffrage for Texas citj_ze~s . 

I n a l etter pleading for fun ds , Mrs . Cunningham 

wrote Nr . Cha:~les Fov1ler of Galvest on that t e Legi s l atuse 

had. given her group a r:iira cl to perform, .for they had 11 -i:;o 

carry ths l ar~est and in some respects the ardest state 

16i~Iinr,ie : ' is· ter Cun nirn;hn:.n to I·irs . Carrie Cha.prnan 
Catt , Dece~ber 22 , 1918 . 

.L'l~~Q!:t::. ~2~!:'.~£a~-§!~!e.:~~0_ , Febru;:;. y 5~ 1919. 



39 

to campaign in the s h ort est l enBth of ti~e which had ever 

,'l l c.: ff . II 1 8 been·accor~ec a ~u . rage campa i gn . 'l.1:1.e St a te Ass o-

ciation did net j__av e the financial resources neces sary to 

c onduct a c ampa i gn of this enormous size . Although the 

Nat ional Associa~ion did not approve of t he ref erendum , it 

gave the St t e 19 AEsociation about $17 , 0 00 . 

None of the circumstanc es s urroun d ing this campa i gn 

se emed to dim the hopes of Minnie Fish and her organiza­

tion , for they saw they had a good c hance to win . In fact , 

only two days after Gov ernor Hobby signe& the resolution , 

t he suffragettes ~et a t the Commun ity House Ca f e in San 

Antonio to celeb r ate the progress of equa l su~f~~GC in 

Texas . Honored at t his meeting were Miss Brackenridge and 

M.r~; . Cunnir.!.r_; ha;n fort_ E-, j_r contribut ions to t he suffraE3e 

mi:r.remen t i n Texas. T he t u 1or of the meetin g v.ra s one of 

jutil-3.nce , ho pe and cautjon: 

. . . With t ho wo me n cf Texas a lready in 
po i3sessio:'1 of pa rtial suffrage 1 and s tanding wit.n i n 
v iew of their 1ecca --the day that shall bring full 
suf f ra.ge .for W:.) 1r.e r 1 to the Lone Star State--the 
luncheon was a part i cularly jubilant affair and the 
wo men congratulated each other and their revered 
l eader2 H .i t h d ee_ fee li._g , as th ey rejoiced over 
t d~ .suc.c: ~s s o the 11 c a"'clse 11 in the whole world , in 
th e Un ited States and in Texas , that St a e which 

16 . . . . 
hin,1~.,, Fisher Cunnj_ngh::1.ro to Mr . Char J. es Fowle r , 

February 18 , 1919 . 

10 . 
./darper , ~!_g rr.a_l]_ Su.ff:-c_agf , VI , p, 6il-Q . 



was once so backward that the a:'.1.ti--suffraget t es and 
t~e ant~-suffragists pointed tc it as the last one 
that would " stoop to wo man suf fr ace 11

• • 20 

In l er speech to this meeting , rrs . Cun~in~ham warned : 

There i s still much to be accomplished 
and there are man y disgru~tle~ poli~icians in the 
State who were surprised at the results of the 
e lec ~ion s in the fall , when y ou wome~ of Texas 
acconplis~ed everything you went after , from 
Constable to Governor . Thes e men ~\°ill oppose you 
b ittorly on .r.ay 24 . It i s to prevent this that 
your l1ardc.3t work must be done. Do not 1 e~ them 
suatch the fruits of you:.:: l abor· from you , j ust when 
the goa l is in si ght , for ~ay 24 will mean e i ther 
bondage and servitude or freedom for the 1.-.:cnoe n of 
Texas . ... 21 

Minn:ie Fish knew the kiEd of battle i n which th8 

suffrage forces were engaged , and she was dete~rnined to 

effect a strategy that was capable of winning . She cal.led 

the s t&.te campaign , 11 i'-Jake Texas Saf e for Democracy ." An. 

i nte gra J. part of this ca;npa ie;n was the desire to secure 

fu ll su fraBe for women and, at the same time , t o make 

Ar.;erica:n c~ tizenship a qu.J.lif ication f or v oting f ,;r b oth 

men and wo~en . During World Wa r I i t seem ed ironic t hat 

aliens in this c ou~try were allowed to vote if t hey had 

their first pa rers , while large groups of American c itj_zens 

d :Ld .r..ot have ::nis 1' ir;ht . A 11 rj_dc1' 11 had b ee n atta.ched to 

:> l '--•-l"b. -
-- J.C. . 
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the. proposed c onstitutional, amendffient which r equired full 

nat uralization bye -ery a lien before he could vote . This 

was a threat tc he suffrage forces s i nce it was certain 

to brinG negative votes from the bloc of a liens. Mrs . 

Cunningha~ appea l ed to many organ i zat ions to take careful 

n otice of th e Citizenship Clause . She wrote to Mrs . 

Myrtle Berr y , First Vice - P:!'esident of t he Texas Federa tj_on 

of Labor : 

.. At present Texci.s i s one of tbe few stut"]S 
j_n the Unj_on which permits aliens to vote on tStking 
out t heir first r. apers . 'I•hj_f; was fotmd durirrs the 
wa r , to e a s e rio~s menace when the a li en enemy 
was exempt from ~ilitary service but could vote , 
while Ar~, er·ic an s went into the Army and were there-­
fore di s f :('a,nchiseci . It i s no less serious , [i n] 
these c0nstruclicn days . . 22 

Minnie Fi sh was c onvinced that this gross inequj_ty ha d to 

oe correc teci. by pass:i.ng vhe ar 'lendment with the Citizenship 

Clause . 

In order t o gathsr as much support as possi.bl~ Mrs . 

CunLingham ut i1·z -,c1 a technique that i s stjJ.l u sed. . S he 

s et up a n advisory commjttee which acted as a working 

c or,: mittee , but it s 1a i n contribut j_on was to i nclude in its 

rn ':': :i,b (' r s hip pr om i 1.ent persons \1' DO could draw th e support of 

th e l arge r sociEty . ~innie Fis~ wrote a v ery persuasi 0 

----- -- -------
22 r,_ - • 1". 

n J.YiD le _,JS .er CunninG;h a rn to Mrs . Myr t l e Berry , 
Februa ry 25 , 1919 . 
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le tter to Senator Morris Sheppard, s e~ior Un i ted St ates 

Senator fro m Texas , and asked him to serve as cbairQan . 

Senator Shepard had l ong bee n sympathetic with the f ight 

for equal suffrag9 , and his prest i ge j_n Texas wa s unq ues ­

tioned . Four days a f ter Mrs . Cunningham wrote the Senat or , 

she r eceiv ed a t e l egr am of acc eptan ce f rom him. On 

February 27 , Minnie Fi sh wrote him & let te r of apprecia tion 

not on l y for a c ceptin6 t he c llairmanship of th e Advi sory 

Comm j_tte e but fo r he lping to locate he r brother , with whom 

she had lost c ontact and who was a patient in a milit a ry 

hospital in France . 23 The building of th e Adv i sory 

Committee was \•;el l underwny , and sh e mov ed to ge t oth(,r 

pr ominent person~ from all over t he state to accept 2, 

committee posit . on . 

By tr..e bee;innir1 g of March , Mrs . Cunningham had 

arranged for the State Association to hold a tra ining 

sch0o l in Aust i n on March 20 , 21 , a_n d. 22. Bot s t8.te and 

nat i ona l off icers were ass i gned t o i nstruct the s uff r age 

work ers i n a ll of t he areas of work for the campaign . 

Minnie t is h u sed tho senat oria l d i strict pl a n of or ganiza­

t :i.0n to faci litatr; thE· ru1rning of the c ampa i gn . This p lan 

di ided the state int o senatorial a j stricts~ counties , 

') ~ 

L)Jviinnic .Fis her Cunn in ~harn to S enator Jv;orr:.i. s 
Shep pa r d , February 27 , 1919 . 



commi ssioner ' s precincts , and election precincts . Eac h of 

these units had a c a~pa i gn co mmittee c ompri sed of men and 

women who ~rought into the work every faction and c l as s 

that were int erest ed in the suffrage moverrent . The depth 

of her planning was obvious when she ca lle d for a campa i gn 

c ommitt ee to r epresent every cit y blo ck : 

. the Campai ~n Committee of a city b lock 
might well b e composed of the Chairman and the 
r esidents on the four c orne rs . This Commi ttee will 
canva s s , circularize , and generally educate the 
block until on e l ection d a y the Committ ee will know 
to a man w. o i s goin g to vote for Suffrage , and 
wi ll ar:rang;e to cal l tne 11:i.ght before to r emind the 
f &vorable on es to go to t he polls, and a gain a t 
noon o~ e le~!ion day , to ask i f they have 
been . . 

r-b_~,. . C rn-1 ii.:igna::n I s gen ius f or organization wEJ.s evident 

t troughout tb e ca:nr a ie;n , or· s he kept in touch wit h the 

st ate --wicJ.8 oq :;a:1ization a i:; every level . So:ne 1~00 \•,omen 

s e:rvE.d ns dis~rict , county , a.nd city chair men . Pamphlet s , 

edu ca tiona l l eafl ets , and sa□plc ballots were distr ibut ed . 

News 1;apers throuQ;h out Texe.c• ·were ~olici ted to giv e f avor­

able pres~ cov0rage . The newspapers , \dth one excepti0n 1 

in the four largest c ities i n Texas gave full editorial 

suppor t to ~he propos ed a~encl~ent . Dr . A. Caswell Ellis , 

fa .• ' 1 t~ rnc· mbr-r ct th e University of Tex.ls , pub li sheJ a 

----------·-- --
21• 

'Writ~en st atHrnont by the Texa s Equal Suff ra[e 
1-1. s s ociatj_nr! , ~o date . 



200 , 000 copies of tbis paper were circulated b ef ore the 

M 24 1 ~ - 25 ay e e CvlOD . I'- ir nie Fj_sh later recalled that she 

was amazed at ~he vitality and zest of Dr . Ellis as he 

labored for t:ce suffrage c ause , rer:ie mberi.ng him as he 

worked on the lay- out of his paper on his l iving room 

f loor during tta ear ly morning hours. 

Alt hough ~he Texas Equal Suffrage Asso ciation 

worked diligently to win public support of the Amendmen· 

opposing force s were equally diligent . Many out-of - state 

groups moved in to consolidate the opposition . The 

Women ' s Nationa l .A. nti-Suffr2.ge 11.ssociation sent Miss 

Charlotte Ro~e of New York to Texan for the purpose o~ 

working ag, i nst the Amen dme nt . Lat r Mrs . J ame~, W. 

Wadswo· .th , Jr., p.'es i dent of' the association , came to the 

stute to s pea k for the opposition . Al l kinds of v icious 

lit erature was ma iled into testate . Several mailings 

c ame from the r a n ' s O~ganizat ion Opposed to Woman Suffrage , 

l ocated in Ssl~a, : laba ma . Many Texas groups and individ­

uals opposed the suffralists , not a bly the l iquor interests 

which b e li e v ed t hat women ' s votes would threate n them. 26 

26 ... . l 
..:_.1H_ . I p . 64L 



On May 8 , .·'lrs . Cunn · ngham put 0 1 t a gen e2:'a l letter 

to t he clersy in Texas , calling f or their personal , as we ll 

as their congregations ' , s upport . She appealed t o the 

ministers to remel:lber tha t democra cy is a govern;nent by 

the people and that domen are people. 27 This wa s not her 

l ast appeal for backing , but the l i nes had already b e en 

drawn for the de c isi ·e bat t le on May 24 . 

0heP the vote returns began to c ome in , it first 

appear ed that t he anti - su fragists had been defeated . 

Ho~ever , as a larBer cross - section of the- vote c ame , it wa s 

a pparent that the suffra~e amend~efit had failed . Severa l 

days elapsed before -che tal l y \·lfl.s completed , but the 

suffra~ists h&d a lready c onceded defeat- -defeat by fraud , 

not by fa ir election procedures . 

Be e a u.::;c the suff'rarse amendment t.ad. ;iassed t .b e 

Legislature as the ~,econd of foUI· proposed constituti onal 

arn~mdl!ie·nts , fir s . Cunningham and the State .Association 

b elieved h~t th A2end~ent would appear on the off icia l 

ballot fro□ the Sec etary of State ' s office in s econd 

place . Newspapers throu5hout the state ha d ub l ished a 

sareplc ballot l isting the suff~uBe amendment as second . 

Therefore , rr:uch of the campaj e;n:ii:s 'by the suffra.g ists lwc1 

27.,. . JI ] .n) C 

1919 . 
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b een on the basis of asking. the peopl e to v ote for the 

second amendment on the bal l ot . They discovered , to their 

c onsterLation , that the ba llot had been changed and the 

l and plank arJendment , originally number four, had b een 

given second place , and the suffrage amendment had b een 

rele gated to fourth pos ition . 

Elect .:.. 0!1 officials blamed this change on t he 

printers of the off ic i al ballot , but Mrs . Cunn ingham was 

c onvinced that a fraud had been committed a gainst the 

c i t i zens of Texas by the anti - 0 uffrage f orces . To g ive 

credence to her nrgument, she cited the d i screpancy between 

th e of.fic i.al L allot and the tally sh0.ets used by the Plec-

t . f ~. 28 
l0!1 0 . llC8 l' G , The suffrage amendment had been listed 

f ourth on the ballot but sec ond on the tally s 1eet . Sbe 

c ontended t hat the election off ic ials at the precinct 

l eve l had actually counted t he votes on the assumption 

that the suffrage amendment was second . Mrs . Cunningham ' s 

c ont ention of fraud ~as credible because both the land 

plan k and prohibition amendments passed . 

In a l etter t o Spen·er R. E. Thomas on of El Paso, 

Mrs . Cnnn in5bnm a:::.ked him to advjse her as to the fe asi­

bil ity of contesting th e eJ.ection , since a contes t would 

2f. ,· . !'-,1. n r.ic fisher Cunn ingham to Mr . R . 1'.: . Thomas on , 
May 28, 1919 . 



be expensive and perhaps detrimental to further sufiraBe 

. · t 29 activi y . 

statins : 

Three days later rir . '.I.'homason v1ired her , 
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Your l etter has just reached me . I will make 
fu ll in•restigations here and advise you . I am sure 
tha t fraud of the worst kind was practiced , but 
un less you c an ge t positive pr oof I wou l d be slow 
t o advise a contest . I have no fear ab out repeal 
of present primary l aw n or failure to ratify 
national amendment if s~bmit ted . 30 

It l ater developed that i~ . Thomason ' s counse l to Mrs . 

Cunningham was wise , for i t was confirmed that the i nc or ­

rect ballot was used in t we nty-n ine counties supplied by 

one printing firm . The marg i n of error , even if it could 

b e proved , was not sufficient to overco~e the vote deficit , 

The final vote tabulation was 141,733 for and 166 , 893 

v ot es against tho suffrage amendmen~ . .?l r-Iinn :i_e F'isb wa :·, 

fu ther distressed by t he defeat of the Amendment in t he 

c ountj e s she considered home , ~alker and Ga l veston . 32 

On June 2 , Mrs . Cu nninfjharr1 tel eg ra_ bed Mt' • • :1a:.1d. 

Wo od Park , L'1 Wash i :ngt on , D . C. , to e. polcgi z~ for causing 

20 -'Minnie Fisher Cunn:i.n r:;Lam to Mr . R . E . Tho mason , 
1::i.y 28,, 1919 . 

3oR . E. il1ornnson to Mrs . Minnie Fisher Cunningham, 
Jur. e l, 1919 . 

-, 1 
;, I·iarper •hmM Suffr a9;e , VI , p . 61-!-2 . 

June 1 , 1919. 



the .nati o~al suffrage movement a setback . It was evident 

that ''!r s . Cunningharr, felt a personal sense of r espons i ­

bility to the suffrage cause , and b e lieved that the defeat 

i n Texas wouJ.d drastically reduc e the momentum of the 

nationa l or gan i zation . 33 

This same pessim i sm is evident in a l etter to Miss 

Brackenridge "the next day . In this comrrnn ic.a t ion Mrs. 

Cunn ingham called for an indefi~ite postponement of the 

annua l convention of the Texas Equa l Suffrage A"' s ociation , 

but sLe asked for a meet i ng of the executive corr.mitte e in 

Austin on June 12 . At th9 end of the l e t ter she expressed 

a degree of hare : 

. Ma y God , to 'tihom all t i ncs a.re pcssi ":)le , 
uphold your spirit and faith and give you c ourage 
to continue to be lieve in and serve right and 
justice , regardless of t emporary f ai lures and pcst ­
pone ments--and t;he apparent triumphs of wron g and 
injustic e . 3Lj. 

On th e: fal lowing d ay , Jun e 4: , Minnie Fish ' s hope 

was reali7,e d. \~·hen the Federal \v'o1r.0...n Suffrage Amendment was 

submitted b y Congress for ratif ication by the r espective 

state legislatures . The suffra~e amendmen~ def at of 

;v;uy 2-'.l- was not \Ii thout c ompensa tion , b ecnu se th e wo men 

) 7. 
:> Mi rmie Fishe ~ Cunnin ~he.m to f·\rs . Maud Wood Park , 

June 2 , 1919 . 
°jL 

~fViinniE' Fis1er Cu ningha m t o Miss M. Sleonor 
Bra d:,:;nrid se , Jun e 3 , 1919 . -



sti l l had a powerful organization intac t and r eady t o 

appJ.y he nec es sary f orce t o achieve ratifi cat i on of the 

Federa l _1:1endment in Texas . 

Governor Hobby was unyie l ding on the proµ0sal t hat 

the spec i a l session in cluic on i t s agenda a c onsideration 

of t he Fede r a l Amendment . Dr . Elli s reminded th e s uf frage 

l ee.de rs t hat l er;ally t he h3.Ildl ing of the rat if j_ca t i on o.: a 

f edera l ame~d~e n t was not the responsibi l ity nor the pre­

rogat ive of the governor . Mrs . Cunningham and the other 

suff r age lea.d.ers immediate l y turned f or r~elp to the membe r s 

of t he House and Senate who had _re- suffrage records . 

When t he special sess ion convenca on Jun e 23 t o reconsider 

othP.r m-:1 tte:cf, , j_ c fa c ed a. dire ct proposal that 2.. :-:~.t :if':i.ca-­

t ion r esoi.u·~ i en ·o e adoptec.. ':L1he Spe a ker of the House , 

R. E. Thom~s0n , was deterLlined that the resolution be 

g iven top priority . ~hile t .c anti-suf fra g i sts were ca~­

cusi g at the Drickil l Hotel to devise a s trategy t o s top 

t heir oppo Aition , Reso l ution Iu~be r One was read to the 

Eouse and referred to the c ommittee . The c orami·~tf-' e 

br ouG1t a f a vorable report i n a few mi nutes . The en~j­

suffr&ge ~rour arrived at the House just i n tiEe to l earn 

t hat th e :cesolut.; l on was c--ch eduled as a cµ ecia l c!'u. e r of 

busi:1 C':-:;s the 1, c.,<t ri,orning at el e ven o I cloc.k. The "a;-itis :i 

were 0 tunn-2d , out. 1, hc:v vr e1·c d e l:cr'minsd t 0 st op the re sol u-­

t j_on . 



50 

On June 2L1. , Spe ake ~7 Thomas on brought up t h e r es olu­

t i on at the desi gn a ted hour , and t he anti - suffrage sup­

port ers be gan to speak against the res olution . Mrs . 

Cunningham, Dr . Ellis , a nd others had quiet l y c a nvassed 

th e House r;1em' er.snip and knew tha t the pro--sv.f frRge l egis ­

l ators would c arry the vote by a l arge margin . Therefore 

the suffragists c .ose 1 ot t o speak in favor of t he r es olu­

tion since there was no need to do so . The resolution 

passed the Hous e ,ith 96 vot es for and 20 against . 35 

The r esolution moved t o the Senate committee in the 

l ate afternoon cf the same day . The oppos ition seeme d to 

be firmly en tre nched here , but the pro-suffra g e group was 

c cnf ide_ t that an~ orros i tion couJ.d be overco me . The an~ i ­

suffrag i sts called f0r a joj.nt ses sicn of the Ho us e a nd 

Senate for t h at ni ~ht , and they conbjn u ed to ke ep t he 

pre ss ure on by u se of oratory , thr aat c , a nd hec~lin g . On 

J un e 27 , with the si tuation crit ica_l , word cir-c:u l ated i n 

the S enate that some of the opposing senat ors planned to 

r esign their seats , go home , and run f or the v a c an cy in 

orde r to ge t a v ote of confiden c e in their dis tr icts . 

" ~
1 be v.:o rr.er: ai:;sure d the , hat they v/O 'J.ld n ev er ge t t ack in 
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the SenRte a 6 e..in if they re1:dgned . 11 36 Th is sque lc hed tbis 

tactic . However ~ many of the sena tors dec ided t o break 

t~e quo ru. by leaving on the next tra in . I t has be en said 

that Mrs. Cun::1 inghc1.1n and Mrs . Mc Ca llum wen.t to the stat ion , 

boa rded the tra in, and brought some of the s enators back . 

Minnie F ish gave cred it to Dr . Ell i s and Senat or Dudley of 

El Faso fo r keeping the s en at ors in 1~ ust -· n . 37 'l' he next 

day the Senate p3ssed the Amen dment and Texas b ecame the 
:Z..8 

ninth stat e t o rat i f · the Federal Suf frage Amendment . / 

'11 he f ignt fo r rnman suffrage v✓ as f ar from fj_nishcd ) 

and i'irs . Cunn j11g-ham began to campa ign in ths \veste :-_' n st ates . 

There she nr:::;~)("i_ "che gov ~rnors and theLr r esr,ect.lv€: l ecis -­

lat i ve bod ies :;o ~;uprort the Federal .Arnernlwent . Slie was 

on e of four w0~en ~ho toured the Western s~ates under t he 

a spices of the ~ationaJ Association . They co~pleted 

t heir tour at tbe N::i.tional Conf .rence of Governors in Salt 

Lak e City , Utah , 39 -'-lS Mii:inie Fish expressed it : '"lie 

pursued p;overnors al.J. over tbe West . 11 40 

36 
ll un published esf::o..y by l'1iinn:i. e J!'jsher- Cunn:Lnc;l1am 

about Dr . A. Cc1s1>:cll Fllis ? .10 date g;i ven . 

3 '? -- . , 
J_OJ. Q • 

7;Pi . 
· · l1ar·pu', ~~~~~~~ ~ uf fr~g~ , VI , r . 6 1+3 . 
;,·q 
..,., ✓ ra. 2. E 1s~f!d. Hc1.rrer ( eel . ), ':'he Bi:?..!_ory of~~~'.'.:~~ 

Suf.Cr•u1'/~. , \' ) ~~ . 650 . 
l j O , t~.?-~=-~- 0~> ~ ervcr , 7 oven'.her 21, 1958 . 
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In September of 1919 , Mrs. Cunningham called for 

the ninth annual mceti~~ cf the Texas Equal Suffrage Asso­

c iation to c onvene at San Antonio on October 9 , This city 

was c hosen as the site of the c onvention because it was 

there that t ,e ssoc i ati on had been reorganized in 1912 . 

The meeting was a victory ce lebrat i on , for Jvlrs . Cunn i ngham 

and her associat es had r ea liz ed a triumph long awa i ted by 

the women of Texas . At th is t ime the Texas Equal Suffrage 

Associat ion took ste r s to merge into the State League of 

1/ t . h ,n J . D . 1 1 · h . 4-l women Vo ers , wit hrs . essie an1e ~mes as c airman . 

Minnie Fish was back home in New Waverly when she 

r eceived word that , with the ratif ication of the Federa l 

Amendment by the thirty-s ixth stat e on August 26, 1920 , 

woman suffr age had been won . A sixteen--ycar -old nephew 

r emarked that he hoped that she would no-...,; stay home a1!d 

42 b ehave herself . To rea a in at home , when the battle for 

equal ~oreen ' s rights had only begun , was unth inkab l e fo r 

Mrs . Cunn inghRr,1. 

4 1 Harpe r, !oman Suffra3e , VI , p . 643 . 

LL? 2· a~ ·-'1.'e xas 01.)s r;rver , ITove!f.bor 1 , l ;;i__,,8 . 



CH.r1.I-TER IV 

THE 1920 1 S ii D THE SE .T.E CA 'JPAIGN 

The next most urgen t need facing the nation ' s 

·omen , as Mrs . Cunningham viewed it , was to activat e the 

n ew l y enfranchised women in such a way that they would 

become a powerful force in social and political movements . 

It was in 1920 , then , that Minnie Fisher Cunningham began 

t o focus her energ i es on this task t hrough the League of 

Wome n Voters . The League was actua l ly one of the standing 

co□rnittees of the 1at i onal American Wo~an Suffrage Asso­

c iation . Mrs . Cunnin gham had uti li zed the s ervices of the 

League of ':-io:nen Voters when she i nvited it s ch airr.1an , Mrs . 

J ane~ - Brooks, with Mrs . Ca~r·ie Chapman Catt and others , 

to atte:id L.e state meeting o.f the T'exas Equal Suffrags 

Assoc:i at io1, in October of 1919 . 1 Out of this convention 

c ame ~e State League of Women Voters . 

From the incept~on of the National League of Women 

Voters , iltrs . Cunningham gavt> loya l support to the organiza.­

tion , which was primarily d edicated to the task of training 

fo r citiz. ensh::.p . pledge taken y its me rnberc illustrated 

-·------, 
.1r1n; . J·nne Vi. B:i:-ooks to M.rs . Miim"ie Fi sher 

Cunningham , S eptcm er 17 , 1919 . 



the -seriousness the organization gave to the proc ess of 

res ponsib le citi zensh i p : 
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Believ in g in governme nt , by the people , for the 
people , I will do my best --

Firs t : To inform myself about pub l ic quest ion s , 
t he principles and po licies of political 
parties , and the qua li.f j_cations of candi -­
dates for public offi c es . 

Second : To vote a c cording to my c onscienc e in 
every election , primary or fina l , at which 
I a -u en t it 1 e d ·t o vote . 

Third: To obey the 13.w even when I am n ot in 
s ympathy with all its provisions . 

Fourth : To s upport by all fair means the principles 
of which I approve . 

F ifth : T o re spec t the right of others to uphold 
c onvictions that may differ froin my own . 

Sixth : To r egard my citizenship a s a public 
trus t . 2 

Because ~his group understood citizensh ip in it s broades t 

definition , i t v as devoted to many diverse i s - ues &nd c on­

cerns . For exa~ple , in 1920 , committees were appointed on 

child we l fare , wo illen in industry , l e g islation affecting 

t he l egal ·tEJt u s of w011en , social hyr;iene , food supply and 

de mand , ai1 elc~rion l aws and methods . Special emphasis 

was given to the promotion of a nati on-wide Get-Out-the-

2
A Hi, cord cf Ji'o1;r Years in t e National :;:-18r1•-:,;ue of 

Wo rren ote1·s : :1 9::. -1Sl24 , ,i ~enort: Prepared. by t E2 ___ _ 
1alion'3.l L,~rtp;u,~ of ·,vorr1en !ots::-'Si p . l. 



Vote-Campaign in order t hat a greater nurnbe~ of voters 

would v ote in the next presidential election . 3 
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Mrs. Cunningham was i n a greement with the po l i cies 

and programs of the National League , and l aunched i nto i t s 

work wi tb gr eat fervor. By 1921 , Minnie Fish had b ec ome 

the executive s ecretary of the organization . She al s o 

s erved on the general progre.rn c orr.m i ttee with Mrs . Ri chard 

Edwar ds of Indiana :.i11d M.rs . f'iaud Wood Park , who \va s cha i r ­

man of the c om, j_ttcc as well as pres i dent of the Nati on~ 1 

4 
Lec1.gue . As the execut i ve secretary , JVirs ·. Cunn :Lngham wa s 

on e of the four of ficers who cal l ed c,n President Warren 

Harding at the ~bite House in 1921 . They pointed l y asked 

him to appoint wo:11e1.1 to a i mp:: ndin !_!; e. rr,a:.ients co ;1.f e:"e11.::e 

and to do ome thin g about world peace . The pr es s was qu i te 

surprised when thA de l egation reported that the p~csiden~ 

had t old them that they would not be dieappointed . 5 

Mi~nie Fjsh 1 s prcaence in Washin gton was b eginninG to be 

f e l t n. t n1a.ny l evels . 

ln 1922 , r;he was c ha:t.rrua n of t he Pan Arr,e :c i can Con ­

f eren ce Commit Gce of the National League which staged , i n 

----------
3Na t j onci l LC:.~S~£ of ~j_o:J]~n -~~!_~rs : 

l Ll f f . - -·-------

1~ 
Na t i ona l Lea~uc of Wo me1 Voters : 

-~0;t~on , 1-\. Heport Prepared by the· l ati ona l 
Vote1·s I p . 13 . 

1920-1924, p. 

Thi rd Annual Con­
League of i;i omen 
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Baltimore , the first general Fan-Americ an conference of 

women ever he ld . It proved to be one which was considered 

particularly sti ulating to the progress of wo~en in tb s 

Latin American nations . Off ic ia l delegat e s from twenty-

t wo out of the twenty-five Latin american c ountries were 

present at the conference . By 1924 , Mrs . Cunningham had 

become second vice - presiden~ of t he League and chairman of 

t he Leagu e ' s Get-Out-the-Vo-ce -•C a mpaign . Minnie Fish 

engaged an advertising agency , Under¼ood and Underwood , to 

cover the country with vote posters, urging the women to 

vote . 

ecause the . 3ague was non-pa:::-tisrm, its c fi c: ers 

generall,Y d. id not e:; i ve overt support to a :1y poJ.i t ical can-

dida e . I t came as a surprise to so~e ~hen Mjn~~c Fish , 

long a~ ar ent De.ocrat , ca~e out in support of Dr . George 

C. Butte , Re ublic nn candidate for Texas governor . Butte 

was op-;-iosing M: s . J£1.rnes E . " r-1a " Ferguson , the Democ:r&tic 

nomh:ee . nr . Cunnin gham did not consider her act as nne 

tha t v iolated the trust of the Nationa l League , but rather 

one that gave her conscience a place of primac y . In a 

It h':ls .ct_ •,,::=i.ys b e~ n v. Ga.rd.inal bel i2f of rninE, 
that in those yolitical camra igns which we fac8 
from time to tirne 1 Hl:. e:::-e th E' l i nes <!re clear]y 
drawn b~twcen rig· t an d vtrong , every coure1.ge c,us 
cit i 7.~n j_s · .. mder a mora.l obJ.ir.;a t io:rt to st and up and 
b e coun :ed e:::1 the r-::itle of right a ~ .s.'.1.ch ona sees 
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it , or pay the pena l ty of forfei ting their faith in 
th e ir ow moral c ourage . . In addressing this 
c ommunicat ion t o the women voters of Texas I do it 
with no intent to try to exert an influ ence on how 
you cas t your own ballots . But I address you 
b9cause we are near together to ~his obligation of 
citiz9nshj_p .... "vvith all my heart I believe now 
that any use of a citizen ' s vot e to put into office 
candidates who will not r e cognjze public office as 
a public t:'ust, i s truly a betrayal of one ' s State 
and Nati n as any form of treas on which can be 
devised.. . . . 6 

This was an example of a type of mcral precepts in which 

Mrs . Cunn i gham believed throue;hout her career . She loved 

an6 r espe cted h er political pa rty , but she refused to put 

party over con science . 

The Dernoc J.tic Party was f1jnnie J!'j sh ' s politice..l 

home , how0ver . Si e nurtu.:-ec1 it , ar.d 1.-1as nu:-tur ed by i1: . 

Fer~aps no otter wo~an in the history of Texas contributed 

so much tote l err ocratic Farty as did ~~s . Cunningham . 

Aft er the J.ar.ds lide vi~-c ory of Republican President '/arr en 

G. Hardin§'.~ in 1920 ~ the Democratic Party \•1as in the dol ­

drums o__ des ,:-air. It had b e en def ~n t ed l,y over seve r. 

rr.illion vot es ; and j _t; was flound.ering . .o. e;roup cf sj_x 

v.'orr,2n ~aet in .., he gnrden of Vir 3. -r . Borden Harrirr,an , of 

t ~at in itial meeti g , s he soon ~ecamc an active parti.cipant 
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in its functions , and l ate r wa s made its executive direc­

tor . From i ts i nception the Club was strictly political . 

In fact , whe n fvirs . Ho.rriman approached farmer President 

Woodrow \·Hlson for his endorsement , he s a id , "You Hill 

have my blessing if i ts purpose is politica l , bu t not if 

it i s merely s ocial. 11 7 

The Club leased an old house as its fi rst head ­

quarters, b~t , in 1924 , the size of it s me~bership forc~d 

it to searc1 for n w quarters . Minni.e Fish was instru­

mental in securing a new locati on and getting the funds 

from Mr·s . Edward B . Mei gs of •iashinGton , D. C. to purchas e 

the ne ! clubhous . Mrs . Me i gs l ater made loans to Minnie 

Fish so that s he could carry out her political ventures . 

While Mrs . C J ningharn sered as the Club ' s executive 

director , she liv ed at itn residence headquarters in 

Washington . 

During this 'e riod Minnie Fish c ontinued to cut a 

wide swath on the nationa l scene when she was installed as 

pres i dent of th e 'ational Federated Women ' s Clubs and as 

chairman of woman ' s work in the Democratic National 

Committ ee . 

She s o:r:- re d ith the DernocrEttic Tati c,n a l Committee 

i:r. V/2.shin 6t on from 1925 to 1928 , conducting schoo l s of 

- -------
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politic s 8 for \ ✓ O men. In 1926, she was appointed to act as 

personal representive of Emily Newell Blair, Vic e -Chairman 

of the Democratic National Committee , who was unab le to be 

in Washington . Minnie Fish ' s ability as a speaker was 

demonstrated when she was chosen by the Democratic National 

Committee to make a major political address for t he Demo­

crat ic Party over Stat io!1 \I/RC , Radio Corporation of 

America , in Washington . In her speech she differentiat ed 

between the philosophies of the Democratic and Herublican 

Parties and how they had been Dpplied in practice . At one 

place in the speech she said : 

... tber8 i s st ill a material difference 
b e~~een the Reoublican theory of a centraljzed form 
of r;cvernment Eld mi ister2d by a c hosen , p:d. ' _·_12g ;d. 
c la s~ e..nd the Der:10cratic theo.c;y that "_:;_:!_l _ overr~---
rnents derj_ve their jnst powers fro:1 the cons8nt o.f 
the e:o ernecl . . .. 11 9 

M:inn.i e :F':i.sh ' s di .sda. j_r. for the Repvblican Party v-.·as 

fu rther increased soon afte~ her radio speech . The 

Worn<"-, ' s National :Oe:uocratic Club had spo;.1sored a nation­

wide slogan conte3t ~tich offered prizes for the best 

ent -ri~1s . j.._:., chairm~-tn of tlic Slog2.. .r. Cor:.rni ttee , she was 

q 
'-- '}_•_~X 0./3_ r:l;s e!.:~_H:r ~ 1 ovembe:n ~l , 1958 . 

9Hc les.s G of' the Rad io Address o.f Mrs . Minn j e F ishe:;:• 
Curininc;h:tm by th 0 B~rea v. of Publi- ity of the Democrat,ic 

2.t i .ona l Cow,·, i t t ee , C'c-.t otcr 3 , 192G . 
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warned by the Fost Office Depart me nt that the Club had 

violated existing l ottery l aws . She was plainly of fende d 

by t he allegation , as she s a id in an interview , using 

s ar casm very effectively : 

... Th e Adm ini stration should be c ongr a t ­
u lated on the zea l a nd enthus i asm with which the 
lottery l aws a re being enforced . Laws in connec­
t ioTI with enforcement of p~ohib it i on , the leasing 
cf oil re s erves , or the l etting of contracts fer 
Governrnen-c hospitals , might not r e ceive such 
s erious consideration ; but so earnestly a nd effec ­
t ively does t he Post Office Department d o its duty 
i n the 1,.a tt er of post a l r egulati.ons con cern i ng 
lotteries, that. it might be r e co1!Jr.Jended to the 
Administra t ion as a j_ssue upon which to appea l to 
the peo le in 1928 .10 

It was evident to t hos8 persons who had foll0we d 

Mr- . Cunn .inEJ;. o.rn · s c;::i.:c ee:i.· tha · she wa s an ext r eme l y car;=~l,le 

person . Her in +;E: llecc , wit , i deals , perseve:!'.'ance , and 

wide r ange of experience s --all equippe d her to seek 

another plat '8.u , It \•1as not too surprising , then , when 

t he Gal_y_~_§..!:.2~ ';Q~--~_l;t;!_'l~ o.f .1-1.ugust 30 , · 1927 , publi shed a 

11 f ron t --p2e-e s ·~ or;r ,\bnut her f uture polit ical plan s . She 

had ret u· ned to Texas, afte r aD extend ed stay in 

Was~inGton , D. c., fo r the purpose of b ecoming a candidat e 

for the Unit ed State s S enate. Her c andid acy set a 

l OR e l ease f rom th e Woman ' s Na tional Democratic Club , 
C•::t obe.r , 1927 . 

1 1 GaJ. ·-.rcston 'l1 r :i. bu11c August 30 , 1927 . 
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precedent , since she was the first Texas woman in the 

history of the s tate to aspire to this high office . It 

also attrac~ed notional and international publicity . The 

Paris '!'._j.m~~ of Paris , France, ca lled her II one of the 

shrewest women w •• o have come to the fore in polit ics in 

America since the suffrage amendment \\'as adopted. 11 A 

HonoluJ. l ne-11spaper r an her picture v i th t he caption , 11 She 

Would a Senc.tar De . 1112 

It was cl ear from the b eginning that she was in a 

olitica l race thQ. t h ad rr,any more . cor.:plications than the 

fac t that a woman was running as a cand idate . A wo man ' s 

c andidacy was no t to be discounted, however , because th e 

ill---fa-t.ed guberna t or i al term of M.rs . James E . " Ma " 

Ferguson had ca~t s ome doubts on a woman ' s abjlity to hold 

public office in Texas . Yet the very nature of the cam­

pa · gn caused r.o ittle consternation a1r.ong the candidates 

and general ruLlic alike . 

Nine c andidates filed--the incumbent , Senato r Earle 

R . Mayfielj , and 8iGht aspira~ts i.cludins Don Biggers , 

W. 1 • Rowe, Jeff McLcr:.ore , former Governor 0. B. Colquitt , 

Al vin W. Owsley. MrQ. Cunn ingham , and Congressmen Thomas 

L. Blanton and To~ Connally . Th e se office ~eeke rs repre-

sentE:d F..i. ·) oad spec.trum of ~ol:.tical ideolog ies . 
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Senator Mayfield had . not been particularly popular . 

Many of the votc:r::·s resent e d his election in 1922 , although 

ttey voted for him in order to deny the seat to for me r 

Governor James E. Ferguson. ~ayfield had not been very 

effective as a senator, He failed to carry out h is cam­

paign promises , according to his opposition , and the two 

bi lls which he proposed were defeated without ever getting 

th.rough the Sena-c e . One of these denl t with the lj_mita­

tio~ of railroad expansion a cros s interstate lines . 

Mayfield 1 s oppon ents charge d him with favoring the rail ­

road companies in Te:zas . These companies could ex:Jan ~ 

r a p idly without obta inin g a permit from the lnterstatr 

Comr:ierce Co mH:i,·si :)n . 11r_y out-of -- st.::..te competition , or 

even a ne•,vl ,y est abl:i s l1ed. co;r:pan;y in 'l'exas , was forc E: d to 

apply for a construction p2r□it 1 which was a slow process . 

Th is alle gation was c redibl e since Mayfield was a former 

me mber of the Texas Railroad Commi s 0 ion . 

The moa t ominous threat posed by the re e le~tion of 

Se~at or i~ yfi eld was the overt su por:, g iven to him b~ the 

Ku Klux Klan . i'-'ia yf i8 ld. denied this backing , s ayin 5 that 

he h ~d onc e b een a merrber of the Klan , but h ad resign ed . 

Yet hi3 dcr,j_a l coul d not put away the fact t a.t Shelby Cox; 

elected di st r i ct a ttor n ey of Dal l as County in the sD ue 

pr i,ilaric c- in which Sena:, or Mayfield went to the Uni tcd 

St3.tes Scn2.te, vms T-he heuc. of a r eor~;ar:.ized Ku Klu:;.. XL,n . 
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None of Mayf ield ' s opponents underest i mated his strength , 

for he held a s trong grip on Tex·s politics 1 and wa s 

capable oJ us in 13 this to his own advantage . 

Don Bie;ge:::'s , W. A . Rov!e, and for mer Gov ern or 0 . B . 

Colqu itt dr opped fro,n the rac.e before ele cti on da y . 

Biggers, a Fr edericksburg editor , withdrew fr om c ontent i on 

the l ast part of fay , saying that he h e.d announced pri-­

marily becav.se c_,f his opposition to 11 grain and cotton 

exc har·~e s t 1· at traff ic in futures . 11 14 Rowe quit the r a ce 

very early . Colquitt continued somewhat ionger. He had 

been weakened politically when he was defeatea by former 

Sena~ or Charles A . Culb8rs on in an ear l ier senate r a ce . 

Ho-:1e'1er , i n J. 926 , his pc J.i t ical for tunes \\'e:i:-e strensthened 

'hen he s · pported Dan Moody for governor . Long a n advo­

cate of the lj_quor interests , Colquitt , ~o ~he surprise of 

a l mos~ everyo e , cbme out for prohibition when he b egan 

J eff McL~more was one of the most colorful cand i -

dates . Ber~ in Tennessee , he c ame t o T xes a 0 a young man 

i r:i 18 78 . B·J h ad a multifac eted career whic.h inc ludcd work 

as "' CO'.\'bo;_y, 5old pros e ctor , ,_e\•13paperrnan , and 

l3~'ol't '.i~?~~.b Star- Te leP;ram , May 16 , L 927 . 

14seth S}w r3 rd J\'cKay , Texas fo li t ic. s , 1906--19..0-4 , P • 
168 . 



congressman to the Texas House of Repre s entat ive s . 

rcLemore wa s the only candidate who openly opposed pro­

hibition . 15 
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Owsley was the youn gest of the candidates and a 

brilLi.2.n-c orator . His oratory , how ever , was described. as 

being l'athe r so::,hornoric . He v;as a member of t he House of 

Rep:r.es cnt atj_vcs frorn Den ton Cou::-it y , but vrc:is convinced tha t 

h i s r ea l stren gth for the senate r a ce was derived fr 0m his 

fo rmsr posj_tion a s na tional co ir.mander o t ', e rl. mer ican 

Le gion . The Texas Legion de l e gates had been reluctant to 

E;ive b im -i:;heiJ support v1 l:e n he 1,1 as elGcted to thj s orficc , 

but thi s rJeasu:remcnt vf h:i.s popula.· it;y wj_th i; h.e ,.;x-

s ervic emen went unheeded by . 16 
:t. m. 

Consrcssrr:2'n 2lant on was c ons if c: .. 'cd u;1 beu1;ab l e as 

the Re _lrese ntat ive fror.-1 his hor:ie d:.s t1, j c-1.:; . A man of a 

more conservative orientation , Bldnton bad alienated uni on 

l ab or so .e years ~efore wh e n he led a fight a ~ain s t the 

pra 8t ic 2s of some prcfess ional lRbor leaders . As a n 

extremely c cr,1potent politi c ian ar,d orator , Bl ant on was 

ch j efly f eared bec&use of his ability to attack his 

opponents !11etriod :i.caJ ly . He and Con g 8f.rnman Tom Connally 

l c:, 
-- McK y, Texas PoJi tics , pp . 165-166 . 

16l•o · t l;J(-Y ~t h Star 'l'ele V.]'LJ.ra , .✓;ay 16, J.<)?7 . -···-·- -··--- -· ~---- ----··-----t..-- -- -· 



risked their positions in the House to run for the 

Senate . 17 
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Connally was the l ate entry into the r a ce . During 

the summer and autumn months of 1927 , pressure was exerted 

by his friends to get him to announc e his candidacy at 

that tiffie , but ha refused . Mayfield taunted him , saying 

t hat Connal y would not 11 run un l ess he had. a c inch . 1118 

Connally was exceptionally popular in his home district , 

but he did not have the same state-wide appeal. He 

always made a good platform appearance , however , and his 

affable persona lity drew many suppor~ers co him . Ows ley 

had be en a staff officer i n World War I, while Connally 

had served as a line captain after resi gn ing his House 

s eat . Of the rr.8n ·11ho oppos ed Mrs . Cunninghan,, Conn&.lly , 

i n many ways , seemed to be the raost redoubtable . 19 

The scnat~ race was described as one woman c o~­

pet j !lg with II severr1l large , le ather ~-lunged men in Texas 

for the Democratic nomination which so surely mean s elec­

tion. 11 20 Tnis kind of po1itical race certain ly did not 

f righte;r1 ~'ii1~nie Fi.sh . She had alreody faced far greater 
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challenBCS ~ and no on e saii that she did not ha-ea chance 

of b ecomin g the first woman senator . Texas 1 unus ua l elec­

tion system, wh"ch provided for all the candidates to be 

voted on in the first primary on July 28 , offered a good 

possibili~y th~t almost any one of the candidates would be 

. h ff . ' 25 . 21 in t e runo pr irr.ary on .hugust Minnie Fish ' s major 

c oncern ,as to enab le the citizens of Texas to know the 

political milieu o_ both Texas and Wastington . She was 

sure that the average citizen in Texas was either i gnorant 

of , or an~thetic towa~d , what actually took place i n 

national and state ~oliticc . Her experience , particularly 

in ·1c1shington~ qualified her to c-pe&.k with author·ity on 

When she first announced her candidacy , M~s . 

Cunninghu~ deplo~ed the growing tendency for centraliza­

tion of po\,1l~r ir, \-/ashinr;ton and the lessening of states 

rights as proEml r;P,ted y 1J.'homas Jefferson . On t_ is , she 

said : 

The f8deral government is assuJing more and 
mor e power in ~overning the r~ates of t h e union , 
and not enough crnp~1asis is brought tc eE,r· on 
s tate~ rights which Jefferson d ~is ~d asap otec ­
t ive method of insuring; for the people the right . 2? i.or local ce lf-- r-;o vernm8nt . ~ 

?ll I r 1 . . 1 ?5 19-:is Aos.1:i.n_rz,ton ~Q:::.~-' Ju y - · , L • • 

~2GaJv~st~n TrihJ~e 1 ku~ust 30 , 19~7 . 
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Minnie Fish ' s c oncern about .this was no doubt enhance d by 

her feeling of cont empt f or the Repub l ican Administ r ati on 

th en in off ic e . ,._sked v.1hy she was in the race , she 

replied : 

Because nature abhors a vacuum and there i s a 
va cuu~ at Washi ngt on . Recent r aces in Texas have 
be en sett led on side issue s . I be l i eve tha t I can 
put is s ues before the pe ople t hat mean something . 23 

"S he had a r emar kab l e c a ndor about her t hat enabl ed her t o 

express an opini on or even to make a dogmati c stat eme nt if 

i t we re i n keeping with how she be lie ved . Referring to 

her senate campajgn 1 she s aid 1 
11 1 hope that I shall ne ver 

make a s~ e0ch whi ch will l ec:ive the people who hear Il'.e in 

doubt a s to v1h ere I stand . " 2 '+ 

!'-'~rs . Cunnin gham presented her pla tform in Li.nequ:i.v ­

ocal and positive terms . For example , she was f or prohi­

b ition . A major r eas on for her support of this measure 

wa s her belief tk1t t his vras the pos it ion of women , e.n.:1 

she wa nted to re resent them . As fo r national prohibi ­

ti on , Min i e Fish was of th opinion t hat it had not been 

giv en a fa j_r opportunity to succeed bec E~use the Frohibi-· 

tion Dej e.rtr,ient of the fedtral government was incompetent . 

- ----·-------
2::> 1,i.i. J.v:21:ke •~ Jou:cna J., February 19 , 1928 . 
r,4 
c ~cs3 r e l ease from the c amp"ign headquarters of 

Minnie i,· j_she Curmingbam ~ Fcbr 1or;v 9 , 1928 . 
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To dramatize her sentime nt , she asked the question : " How 

c an there be a sincer e a ttempt to enforc e it when the man 

at the head of the treasury depart ment, unde r which pro­

hib i t ion i s cont ro lled~ is a for mer distiller? 1125 

Mi nnie Fish wa s for t ar iff r ef orm, especially as a 

measur e of farm re l ief a nd as a means of lowering the cost 

of living . She was convinced tha t the t ariff com□iesion 

had be en disrupted by undue pressure fro m t he Re~ub l ican 

Party \•1hen j_t sought tA.riff fav ors for bi ::; busi"'.'le :-:;s . Eo\.: -

e ver ~ her i nterest in the entire area c f t&riffs ~as 

19~7 . ~innje Fjsh was still in Wash i ngt on whon a l e~~ er 

was lons , poorly compcsed , apd typed . ih2 g j st of i t w~3 

a compJaint abolit the j_ncquitie s of the UniteJ. States 

t ar iff sy~-r:;er,i . So! e y ear s bcf ore , Vt:' . Grat.am as rr.anager 

of an Iowa co:npany ~hich manufactured fl our mil l machinery , 

we nt to Canada to se ll patent rights to a Canadian firm . 

Whi le dis c~ssing the transa c t ion , Mr . Graham askPd i f they 

b ou 2:ht t h9ir st s-e l fro m En g l a d . They replied that they 

b ou~ht thei r stei:i l fr om J onef; a . d Lnugh lin , ittsburg , 

men I he was chovn t hat , alt~ough t~~re ~as a duty of 
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30 per cent on steel , Jones , and Laugll lin paid t_ e duty and 

t he frei ght . In addition to this , the steel manufacturer 

a l l owed the Canad i a n firm a 33 per c ent d isc ount on 

materials while ~ - Graham ' s company r ece ived no discnunt 

a t a11 . 26 

Be ca use of t he discursi ve , a lffiost i nc oherent , 

nature of t he l etter , Mi1nie Fish was inclined t o d ismi ss 

i t . Howeve r , she wrote to Mr . Edward P. Costigan , Commis­

sioner of the United States Tariff Commission 1 ab out the 

accusations made by Mr . Graham . Mr . Costigan r eplied : 

I nstead of mentally deficient , I c onsider your 
c orre s~ onde. t unusually sane . Ee is corely dem0n­
s tratiri €; ::_L .his own way tLe p C> ' eri practice of 
dumning Ameri can manuf ac tured articles in Canada at 
prir~.es · lc1.,:er than t:1os e charsed. Ameri can con­
s ur:!er.s . , . . 2'7 

Mrs . Cum i n E;ham ,,1 a.s disturbed by Graham ' s complaj_nt 2,nd 

s he unc.i.erscored t a· if f reform as one of the ~ air1 pl a.!1 ks of 

h er pl atform . 

Her platform also i ncluded a call f or a r eduction of 

t axes and an adjustreent of the tax burden acc ording to the 

d istribution of ~ca lth , f or an adequate flood contro l 

26, 1,1 (' r • ,. • N • vr2,nam to Mrs . Minnie Fisher Cunningham , 
De_e,bev 15 ~ 1927 . 

27Edvard P . Costir:1111 to Mrs . Minnie .J:'isher 
Cur:n j_n r;11a.r:i , J an1-w1~y 10 , 19.28 . 
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program, and .for a water pov,er progra.rr. that would develop 

the c ountry ' s na~ura l r e ources for the public good . On 

fore i gn r e lat ions , she insisted that the United States 

maintain a pol i cy wh ich would have in mind the whol e 

c itizenship of the country and their genu ine friend l y 

f eeling toward the people s of the world . Mrs . Cunningham 

tr i ed to dra 1 s pecial a ttention to the kind of treat ment 

being accorded Central and South Amer ican countri es by the 

Unit ed States . Nicaragua was a case i n point . She had 

b een acutely senritive to the countr i e s to t he Sout h since 

t he Pan Arr:er L:an Conferer:ce .sh e supervised six years 

earl ier ~ a nd she was dete r min ed to make thi.s an is !':ue . 

The League o.r 1, a.:;j_ons \•:a s strue;g ling and c:1.d lost much of 

i ts public suppo:ct . Yet ~~i ;11 i e Fish ' s keen j_ sight i nto 

world proble~s c a used her to call fo r full c oo peration 

with the Lea ~u e I descr i b in Es it as 11 t he most \,· orkable 

mac hinGry yet devised trough which_ nations may c ooperate 

to adjust their ~iffE renc es a nd pre se rve the peace of t he 

•:orld . 112 'Ihese i s~uP.s wer e used not simply as car.ipa i gn 

r het or i c . Minnie Fish be l ieved the m to b e urgent ; she 

art iculnted U te':, we ll . Judse Sarah HvEhes , of Da llas , 

28 Pref.' .3 release fro1r, he cc:.mpa i gn he:idquart ers of 
WL :1 ic D'h= ht"r Cu·rni.n o;har.1 1 Feb.:::".ia:.:.·y 9 1 19?,~ . 



said in later years that Mrs . Cunningham made a l ot more 

s ense than the r es t of the candidat es . 29 
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Mrs . Cunningha m officially opened her speakin~ cam­

paign on Texas Inde penden ce Day , March 2 , at Huntsville . 

Earlier she was quoted as saying : 

My fa~te r was keenly int erested in politics . 
He us ed to take ms to Hu~t svi l le to political 
meetings. Driving back home h e would discuss 
political affair s wi ~h me . They interest ed me 
ctran gely for s8 young a child and I never lost 
t hat interes t . ? 

Minnie Fish chos e Ruby Neal Lon g , als o a leader of Texas 

as her canpa i g1 ~ ~ 31 monc.ger . She had enlisted other 

women , so m~ of ~nt ional prominenc e , t o aid her with the 

r esponsibilities of or8an i zati on , tr3vel, anj spe ech 

making . O!le was i1'1.rs . :P o.:,othy Kj_r chv. ey Brown , \vi f e of 

for ,er Assist~nt At torne y 1encral La Rue Brown , who ca~­

paigned for VJ.rs . Currn ingham during the e a rly part of the 

summer . 32 

The shortage of campa i gn f unds was critical to 

Minnie Fish . She h ad a generous offer from Dr . Louise 

21Texc1.s Obser ,, er , Nov e nber 21, 1958. 

30."l}l_:~'.'.:~1~~~- ~ou~0,~1. , !8 ?:ua:cy 19 , 1938 . 

31c~~t~il!~ ~~-~~r , J a nuary a , 192s. 
7. 2 
~ Washin~ton Post , July 25 , 1928 . 
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Stanley , Chief of the Bureau of Home Economics , to arrange 

for the Cotton- Texti l e Institute to supply her with a 

complet e wardrobe made of cotton materials. This wardr obe 

was to b e used during he~ campaign for promotional pur­

pos es of the cotton indust ry . 33 Mrs . Cunnin gham liked the 

i dea , as any woman would , but h er depa rture for Texas pre ­

v ented the plans from b eing carr ied out . Money , not 

dresses , was what Minnie Fish really ne eded to run her cam­

paign . She turned to Mrs . Margaret Meigs , of Washington , 

for a loan of $5 , 000 , offering to mortgage her land as 

c ollat era l and to take out an in suran ce policy in her 

favor . /ithout hcsitH.tin@; , l'lrs . Meigs 1 ai led her a check , 

but shed clincd to accept Minnie Fish ' s l and as coll ~t ­

eral. She wr.ote: 11 I simply_ will not take any of your 

land as security . . You kno~ what my poor brain would 

b e J.j_ke if it got involved in land in Texas , and it would. 

only worry 
:Z.LL 

I'.lf; •II ./ . Mrs . Cunn ingham gave her a promissory 

n ote and applied for a life in suran c e policy in the amount 

of 5,COO, ~akin g ~~s . Meigs the ben efici ary . Because the 

b eneficiary was not a relat ive , Traveler ' s Insurance 

C0 :•1j)B:-'.) :".'2fu:-; cJ to ·.1rite the i r:surance . On Ap rj_J 22 , 

"/. 7. 
_::,, ..11);:_• . Lc-,-ld se Sta nleJ t:;c, l·lrs . Minnie Jl'isher 

Cunnir, ;:'.l1c.m , ?anu::.1. y 25 ., 1S(28 . 
-,, I 
:.,; 1r-trs . [~cr :)l re ·:; 1:1.:: i r; s ..,o f'irs . Minnie Fisher 

C.;nnh;~;har.1 , rj0 d 0Ee , ( Evr,~)rox'i.r.,8t cJ;r r-:::..rch 12 , 192cJ) . 
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Minn i e Fish a dded an append~ge to her wil l in which she 

declared ~ha t he r no e was to e paid out of her estate 

before the original will was effective . 35 No other 

records are available to indica t e w iether or not an addi -­

tional sum of money was borrO\ve d from Mrs . Meigs . Five 

years l ater, however , Mrs . Me i gs be gan a l etter to Minnie 

Fish : 111rr..a.n!: you for the c~ eek which I am sure went 

t hrough a ll right, Sarne day we shall be a ll straight I 

am sure . 1136 

Vfj_t h fm1cis available , ~irs . Cunning}·,A.m be gan an 

exhaustive canpa i gn by ca r throughout Texas . She went as 

f ar v.1e s t a.s 1n Paso, as far s outh as Brownsvill e , a nd as 

f ar north as the l"'anhand. le . 'l1oward ths end of the cam--

paign sl1 r:: tr·ave l ed in Eust •r exa s I id th the idea. of ending 

her tour in Ga lvest on. Trave ling fro m 125 to 200 miles a 

day fer sever l w8eks a·.d speaking whenever she could get 

a crowd , Minnie Fish demonstrated t hat a woman had the 

will and the stainina nec essary to be a se:r:-ious political 

c ort endcr . s· 8 was a fierce campaigner , and took every 

opportunity to score a ~a inst her oppos ition . At McKinney , 

Texas 1 sr,e d. s s cTi ·:::ied Senat or Jviayf .ield. as a 11 political 

7. C: 

.:>:JLe gal i nr;t :r -...;_ rne r.t of h s. Min ni Fis. E: r Cunn · ngham . 

A6 
.,, l''J j7r;. 1 ;a1 ·g c::.re t 'ie i gs tc, lir s , l'iinr. ie Fisher 

Cunninrham, ApriJ 16 , 1933 . 
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accident" and said that Texas had " no effective juni01 

Senator for the ~ast six years . 11 37 Mayfield and Connally 

both car e under sharp attack when she a c cused Mayfield of 

a c onnection \v · th the utilities corpor&.tions and. Connally 

of his failur e to push for an investig tion of these 

c orporations . As for Congressman Blanton , s he caricatured 

his pe nchant for economy in government . She accused 

Ow sley of trying to dodge the fact that former Governor 

J ames Ferguson had endor ed him . She produced circulars 

prjnted by Ferguson soliciting support . 38 

Four days be.fore the e l ection , the Dallas Di~atch 

r elease d the results of a poll , which professed to be the 

v iews of 350 , 000 voters . Of the six candidat es still in 

t he race, rs . Cunni1gham w s fifth . The pol) was sur­

prisingly accura.te , for she did finish in fifth place , 

polling 28 , 94~ vo te~ as compared with the top runner , 

Senator M~yfield, who rec eived 200 , ~46 votes . Minnie Fish 

c arried one co~1ty--~alker , her horae c oun~y . Mayfield 

c ar-rj_ed 106 cowrLi'3s , but fa:LlE-d to carry his home 

c ounty . 39 

7. 7 
:> VicKc1y , ~-~~a~ Politics , p . J.70 . 
-;zs: 
.., ' ' Ibid. 
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One cf Mrs. Cunningham ' s close associates stated 

that Minnie Fish ' s campaign was hampered by her loyalty to 

her husband , who was serious l y i ll at that time , a nd th i s 

subsequently curtailed her abilit y to move about the 

s tate . 40 Whatever the r eas on , Minnie F i sh fai l ed i n her 

a t tempt to become the f i rst woman fr om Texas to be e l ected 

to t he United States Senate . She was d isappointed , but 

undaunted. . Imcnediately after her defeat she , with Thomas 

Blanton , took the stump for Connally , the r unner - up . It 

was probabl;;' some consolation to f✓Jr s , Cunningham that 

Connally <ie.feated Mayfield in the prL,ary ru..r1 --off , and 

went on to win the general election . 

h OS tnt e:;:icnt b:y Ers . 1 Jarraret Readin g , persono.l 
intervic , February 9 , 1968 . 



CHAF.rER V 

'I'HE GOVERNOR ' S R,~CE : 1944 

Sixteen years elapsed before Minnie Fisher 

Cunningham ran again for a high public office . In 1930 , 

she became a staff member of the Texas a . & M. College 

Extensio~ Service , joining the organization as an asso­

ciate editor . In 1934 , she was promoted to Texas Exten­

sion editor , succeeding Wayne Darrow , who became chief of 

the AAA Di •ision cf Information in Washington, D. C. She 

held this position until 1938 , when she transferred to 

1 Washin gton with the Regional Contact Section of the ~AA . 

Aft er liv :_n g in v/ ashington until 191.~3 , Mrs . 

Cunningham r0turncd to Texas . ostensibly to care for a 

siste:c wh.o was jn failing health . Her pri .ary reason for 

resj gr,jns he:c position was because of a " gag rule" imposed 

on E.xte~~.3 ion ~~erv ice cmplc,_7ce s 11hich prevented them from 

prom0tir g increa s8d food p:toduction for the war effort .. 

He _._ ace· t~,c::.t ion was vi5orous J.y d2. ied by Jud[;8 rvtarvin Jones , 

Adr;iir1i!:-: i:!'8.1:; or o~ the 1,1/ar Foocl J~drnin:i.stration . Jones co:i­

te ndcd. that Hrs . Cu 1 inr;harn had J!li.sinterpre-c;ed. a d irective 

en ".: froi .1 the o.ffice of 1: . L. Wilson I D:'.rector of the 

Fedr.rc. l F,-,: ~cnsi.on Servic -~, and ths. t her charge "that 
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Director Wilson had deliberately lent himself to tte sup­

pression of freedom of speech and freedo~n of the press and 

to the sabotage of the war food production program is 

entirely unwarran"ted . 112 Minnie Fish flrmly bclicved 1 how-­

ever , that she had conclusive proof that some agenc ies of 

the federal g overnment were subverting the United States 

war effort by seeking to curtail foo d production , partic ­

ular ly for the use by the armed forces . 3 

Mrs . Cunn ingham had no i dea of returning home for 

the pu~pose of retirement . Having been active in politics 

dur ing the decade of the 193O ' s , she was now free to 

de vo t e more of her time to the political scene . Before 

s~e l~ft; Tex~s jn 1938 , Minnie Fish had o~ganizcd the 

Wowen ' s Co~mit tee for Eco~c~ic Folj_cy . This was one of 

the many ad hcc committees she set u p to cope with a 

variety of po itical a nd social needs . Tbe initial pu:r -­

pos of this c ormr, ittee was to \'10r~ to improve the 1;oor 

condit~ons in te a cher reti r e~ent and pensions for the 
4 needy a g ed . ~ater , this group of ~omen fou ght Governor 

W. Le e O' Dani e l when he at~enpt ed to pass a tra nsaction 

---· ------· 
to Represent a tive Fritz . G. 

31--1N~ . i'f:i nn ie Fishe r Cunnin g ha.m to Reprcsen-1:;ettive 
S a r ::{c.y b m:n , 1. 1Jgust 10 , 1 9 3 . 

4 
.,' ~Y- :::::.; O2se ~=-~~t , love mber 21 , 195f3 . 
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t ax in order to increa se state revenue . Wi th certain 

exceptions , O' Daniel ' s proposed measure would have p l aced 

a 1 . 6 er cent tax on al l busin0ss t r ansacti ons . It al so 

ca l led fo r t he abo l ishment of the a d va l orem tax . 5 Had 

the ransaction t a x bee _ pass ed int o l aw~ it would have 

pl a c ed a b· rdensome tax on the average cit iz en , an d i t 

would have been espe cially disastrous to a l arge segment 

of the population engaged in agricul ture . 6 So me of the 

members of th e Wa rne ' s Comi ittee f or Economic Pol i cy 

f orm-2d a nuc l eus of women who ra l lied ar ound Minnie F i sh 

when s he r eturne d to Tex&s . 

0 1 Da n iel , alt ho· e;h e lected to a second term as 

govern or , c0ul6 n ot get a l ong ~:th the Le g i slature . The 

more he dema nded , t_e more obstin~te t he l egisJ.ators 

became . Any s u c ces s he had with t he l e gislative branch 

was c:r-edited t o Lieutenant Governor CokE: R. Stevenson , 

pre .sider!t o: ' h':o Senate . 0 ' Daniel and the Legislat ure 

r eached a pa.rt:i.al c omprorr.ise when the Legislci.ture agre ed 

t o par•s s0::!e of C ' D2n j_eJ. ' s legislat i ve proposa l s j_f he , in 

t urn , a?rce d to run f or t he ni~ ed States Senate , t urn i ng 

t he V, C',v erncr-shi ·p ovE:r to St c vc:nsofl . 0 ' Daniel ra.n and v, on . 

6 Statement by Mrs . Li l Ji~n Collier , e rsonal inter-
v iew , Fe r us ry 6 , 1968 . 
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Stevenson as 0 ume d l eade rship of the Texas g overn~snt i n 

1941. 7 

Dur i ng t he ear ly years of his off ic e , Steven s on 

be rated t he fede~a l government for assumi ng too mu ch con­

t rol of t he state s . He wa s e spe cia l l y crit ical of Pres ­

i d ent Fr an k lin D. Roo s eve l t ' s rew Dea l pr a ctices . He 

opposed t he wa r - t i me measure of r ati on ing gas oline and 

foo d . Referr i n g spe c if i call y to gas oline r a tioning , 

St evenson c laimed t hat r at i oning would wreck t he oil 

i nrh1stry . In Augus t , 19~3 , he t ol d a s he r i ff ' s convention 

i n Houston t ha t v,asoline r a t ion ins had clo sed 2800 s erv i ce 

s tat j ons in Te xas . 8 I t wa s obvio1s to many that St evenson 

believ<?d tha t th(; syst em of rat i onin g was sy mbolic of t1 1e 

f eder~ l gove~nQe t ' s encroac ~ment on the affa i rs of t he 

state s . Def i nit e ly a pol i tica l c onse r vative , he ha 0 been 

de sc r ibed a s fo l lows : 

given . 

! f t he t rend toward what s ore e c a ll ' libera l ' , 
oth ers c a l l ' r adic a l ' and still ot ~crs call 
' c omnun i sti c ' gov erni2nt c ontinues , St e vens on mi ght 
we l l be ~e ~erob er c d as the 1gst gre a t vo i c e in Texa s 
ca l lin g ou t f or s tat us quo, J 

8s · • r · h \ -w: c · l a ... cr i p t· o_ a CB!!1 pa 1gr~ s pee c l ) Y 11rs . unn1n g1 ::-n , no 
d ai:;e g i -,ren . 

9Bo:~on , Gov .r no r s , no r age nu mb er . 
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Stevenson ' s political posture was enough f or Mrs . 

Cunningham and her coll eagues to give serious opposition 

to him. A close friend of Minnie Fish said , 11 ·1/cdl , I te l l 

you , he [Stevenson] was a pretty hard governor on u s good 

libera l s , and we were havin g problem after problem .. 

Because Stevenscn had decisive l y beaten a l l guber­

nat orial contenders in 1942 , and because the r e was no 

11 1 0 

prominent state figure appar ently willin g to oppose hiir. j_n 

1944 , Mrs . Cunningham ' s group b egan to look for a poten­

t ial cand idate . Whil e discussing some prospective oppo­

nents of StevenBon , the na me of Professor J. Fr a nk Dobie 

was ~entioned . Minnie Fish , Mrs . Margaret Reading , and 

other:, in the gr-oup were excited as i~hey anticipated the 

possibi lit, 7 ~ f Dobie ' s e~try into the r ace . Although it 

wus late at ni Kh~ , Mrs . Cunningham te l ephoned John Henry 

Faulk , who was living in Austin , to co ~e to the Driskill 

Hotel to 2l p tj1~m make a decision . Aft er a lengthy con­

f er8nce , the '<;r-e,up agreed t at Dobie , t en c1.n exchan[:;e 

professor in Enr;land , be asked. to enter his name on the 

ba llot . Shortly before the ir d ec i sion , Dobie had sent a 

ca:..il ep;ram .o -cheir group, expres~,ing his concern about the 

d irection which ~Cexas politics 1.vas go in f; . Pnrt of th e 

r ~s n for Professor Dobie ' s concern was revealed when the 

Lillinn Colli er , personal inter-
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Houston Foct, on April 26 , 1944 , published an article --- - ·- -- --··- ' 

which described a preliminary caucus he l d by Sam K. 

SeyQour , Colorado County Democratic chairman . Thirty- five 

persons attended and unanimously adopted a resoJ.ution that 

the Democratic Party i n Texas should not par tic i pate i n 

the July 19 Democratic ational Convent i on . They a l so 

approved two other resolutions wh i ch would a l low the Texas 

State Conventj_on to nominate for the offices of President 

and Vice-Presid ent . This would enable the Texas delegates 

to b y - pass President Roos eve l t and Vice - I-resident Henry 

Wallace. The o~her r eso lution would give the Texas Demo­

cratic Conv ention t' e authority to call a National Demo­

cratic Con vention for those states which refus 0d to par­

t ici ~at e in t.r1e Chicag o convention . 1 1 Because of this 

-sur11 of events , Mrs . Cunn ingho.rn and Frs . Readinr; were cor1-· 

v inced that Dobin ~ould not refuse their plea . A campaign 

headquart8rE wa3 set up in Austin , and Mrs . Readin g i ni­

tiated 2, Dra.ft--l'obj e--for --Gov ernor novement . Several 

cable grc1:r,s ,.,:(!re s ent to Dobi2: , but he declined to answer . 

Fjnally ~ he c~olcd hie r8fusal to become a candidate. 

He r-;ar ding this, i':rs . Rendin ~ s a id 1 
11 Dobi8 1 s reply was so 

11 P:r-ess He lease by the Draft-Dobie-for- --;overrlor 
Headquarters~ no date given . 
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ridiculous that we wer e pretty much put out with him . And 

that was the end of J . Frank D-:::>bie for gov'=rnor. 1112 

The liberal political eleQent in Austin was i n a 

quandary because of i ts inability to get a ca ndidate to 

re present them . On May 19 , shortly before the f i l i ng 

deadline , 1in 1ie Fish wrote out a check for ~noo t o t he 

State Democrat ic Executive Corn~ittee , and instructed Mrs . 

Reading to have her name placed on the ballot . Mrs . 

Cunningham was in Austin at the t i me becauce s .e was 

cha:irrne. n of the '11alker County delegation to the State 

Democratic Ccnven t ion. With her !Jhe carried instruct j ons 

f rom the Walker County Democratic Conve ntion which 

expr8 2sed much of her own sentiment . I n part , the 

i nst ruc ·. ions rc3d : 

The ~lee;ation is instructed to vote on 
s ecifi c issues as follows : 
A . To ap't-,rc,ve the National Adrninistrat ion of 

President Franklin D. Roo evelt. 
B . To vot.f! for the renomination cf President 

RooB e c l t for a li'ourth ~rerm as Prec,icient . 
C. To con :J2n,n the Fi.Ltr Column activities within 

the Dcmocra'Lic Party . 
D . ~1 0 vote c:i.§:;a.in st the resto:ra t ion of t c tHo­

t~ird ~ rule in the rational Convention . 
E. To vDte for ubmission of an an:endmcnt to t he 

Constitution of the Un:ted Sta~es permitting 

1 2sta t e 1nen t y Mr~: . Ma.rr;aret Reading, persona 1 
inter-vj c•,,, Feb.r u.::.. .. y 9 , 1968 . 
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Stevenson ' s a te mpt to control the convention , coupled 

with his cons ervative po l itica l posture and anti-Roos .velt 

fe e ling , were more than ilinn i e Fish could tolerate . 

Alth ough cixt -two years old , she was determined that 

ano~~er view be ai~ed . In a l etter to Mrs . Ca r rie Chapnan 

Catt , Vi inni e Fish exula j_ned 1,:hy she r an for governor : 

. . . So j n May a sma ll gr oup of us s a id that 
afte · a ll 1t.r,:; were only responsible· to God for what 
we did ou~se lves and not f or what other people did 
or d i d not do . S o I a~nounce d as a cand id a t e for 
gov e.cnor E~'1d .-,e rr!ade our campa i gn a straig;lit , hot 
attac ~~ on the g overn or ard hj_s anti - war activiti~s . 
That ~aj the desired effe ct of t a king his mind off 
of t~e p esident ial elec~ion . J-4 

Fro m the d.R~/ Mrs . Cm, ningham ann ou .. ced her can ­

d idacy , she □ountcd a blistering atta~k against Governor 

Stevenson . sing the fo::r.·me __ draft - Dobie organ i zatio!1 a nd 

Mr□ . R~adi n~ as ~e r campai3n managsr , Minn i e Fish carried 

t he ha ~tle i nto the ca~p o: .ho political conse vatives . 

She \•;as ,_,;ell aware that her candidacy was only a token 

on e 1 but s l:e was determined t hat the ci tizens of 'Icxas be 

·------------
13 . . -Of .f1. c Hl.!.. Lele5ate Instrnctj ons , . allce r County 

Domc:crn.tic :Sxecutivc Com;riittee , May 9 , 19LJ 1+. 
l !~ ~rs . Minnie }isher Cunn i ngham to 1~s . Carrie 

Ch.7.pmc~ cJ Cut; ➔~ \ J,.W~l;r t 24 191+4 . 
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aware of the j_ssues involved . Public interest in the race 

increased because of her candidacy, particularly because 

she stressed the need to support the war effort . I n an 

i nterview , Mrs . C1mningham said : 

In s eek ing the governor ' s office , I ha· e but 
one purpose , and that is to mobilize the strength 
and resources of the great State of Texas behind 
the men and women who are doing the fi 0 hting of 
this war . 15 

I n effect , she had a one - plank platform : Full support of 

the v;ar . 

Mrs . Jane Y. Mccallum , fo:rme r Secretary of State 

under. GoverLor Dan Mo~dy, arranged for Mrc . Cunnin gha~ ~o 

orcn h er camp~ign in the Crystal Ballroo□ of the Driskill 

Hot e l on Jun~ 14 . 16 Until that date on l y one other can­

dj_d ate , -ene Porter of \·/a.co , had made an opening ~pe ech . 17 

In gen er.al , iVtrs . Cunninr;harr. ' s opponents repres ented a 

l acklust~e gr ou_ of individua ls . Porter wa s a merchant 

and a self-sty Ed philosopher . Having failed in a guber­

no.t Jr i a l 3t -~er:11)t 1n 191~2 , he promoted t he ide ~ that 

" hsppj_ness is the t e:n e of o:1e ' s life and the greatest key 

i c; 
· · /:• -t ·J t"' Obc• 0 rve·r l. ) _ c - -..; __ _ ., ....., - , 
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to hap iness is kindness in humanity . 11 18 W. J . Mj_nton , a 

Sherman editor , campai gn ed on a minimum old-age pension 

and statewide prohibition platform . An eighty-two-year­

old real estate agent from Houston , E. L. Carey, was per­

haps the most eccentri c of the candidates . A for mer r ai l­

road conductor arid an a c complished ventri loquist , he 

pled6ei to initiate a legalized natio al lottery for the 

purpose of payin g off war oncls . Alex M. Ferguson , of 

Howe , called ior ridding Texas of the i nvisib l e government 

which wa s supported by fi nancial wi zards of the East for 

the purpos e of elect ing t heir candidates. Another pre ­

v ious gube:'na.t o ial contender , Marvin Jones of Nacogdoches ,· 

r a n on a platform calling for a graduated tax on real 

estate o ·er 4 ::-id. abo ~ the ho_r1e stead , jury servic e for 

woffie n , a law that ~Jl t~a chers he erap l oyed on a t we lve ­

month ba sis at a minimum salary of $100 a month , and a l aw 

pla c in g all alcoholic drinks under t he sealed packa ~e law . 

A Dickinson den~ist , Her· ert E. Mil l s , advocated reform in 

the "' t a· ~ el ec.1,J syn;.r y and penal institutions . William F . 

Grjmc s , a Ho ~s ton a ttorne y , co mple t e d t hn ballot list . 19 

For l½:i.nn i':) Pi s :-i t .ere viB.s only one opponent in the race-­

Cote St;evcnson . Durj ng her addr ess , c- he accu ~; ecl Ste enson 

---·-----------
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of e~p loyin g co .fus ion and division to impede t~e proGress 

of the war . Lat er slle said : 

. . . -o be fair to Governor St evenson , I 
believe if ~he war between the Axis and the United 
States qe re being fou ght in a vacu~m , be would be 
s trong for the United Statec to win t~e victory . 
But wars are not fought i n a vacuum . 20 

Speaking to an audience largely composed of women , 

Minnie Fish see me d especiallr agitated by what had happened 

at the State Dereocratic Convention on Muy 23 . On l y moments 

after the conve ntion assembled , a split amon3 the de l egates 

was apparent . Two major f a ctions developed primarily over 

the issue of wh ~ther or ot the e lectors from Texa ~ to tje 

_rational De mo-:; r- 2-.t ic Conv e n tion wo tld be instructed to vote 

f or th e n0min~~ion of Fres i dent Rocscvelt . after much 

angry de a t e~ a " rump s ession 11 was called by Mrs . Alfred 

Taylor , a supp ort e ~ of Roosevelt and former president of 

the Aus t in L0ague of Wo .. en Voters . _The pro- Roosevelt con­

v ention left t· e s ~na t e chc. .1ber and. met in the Chamber of 

t he House of Representatives . There they p&ssed resolu­

tions wh ich fl e i ~e d the support of its presidential 

el e c t o s for t h e nomine e s of the n a tiona l convention and 

ple dGe d it s d elega t es to t h e Chicago convention to work 
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and vote for the no:nj_nat i o:1 o.f Pre sident Roo s evelt . 21 

Minnie Fish wa s one of th e dele gate who participated in 

the pro-~oos evel t convention , and she contended that , 

al~hough Stevenson had not been present at th e state con-

en t i on , he wa s the person who ~a d l ed the fi ght to dump 

Roosevel~ . Sh e told her audience h ow Stevenson had per­

petrat ed a conspiracy by makin g a tour through Texas , in 

April and ~ay , ostensibly for the purpose of promoting 

good will , b ut r eally to i nfluence county delegations t o 

v ote a e;ainst any support of Roosevelt ancl· Ne\'i Dealis1. . To 

euprort he r c har ge , Minnie Fi~h said ttat she had checked 

t he ~oll cal l v ~te3 of the sena te convention, and that the 

□ajor pockets of opposition to Roos evelt came from thos e 

count j P. S vis _· t ed by St evenson . She said : ''He at t acks ti..e 

adr1i nj_s t ra t ic,n t hat ha ~; "'vhe res pons i bil i-..;y !:or •1 2,g in g the 

war be ca us e it is the s a ~e administration a gainst which he 

v.'as fj_p:htinG lon g before the v,a r. 11 22 

~rs . Cun~in gha~ was poljtically astut e and knew 

tha t sh e ba d to carry the attack to Stevenson whenever 

ti~e and circu □s t ance aJlowed . fhe did not let him for ge t 

he r displ ea su r e of the wa y the State De mocratic Convention 

wa s handled. Early in -u_ e , she ma d e a romis c : 

21 McKay , Texan Pol i ~ic s , p . 434 ff . 

22t·•u :~+- ·_·, n ' · T 15 ..:_ __ - .::., ____ .'1.!!lSI'l CB.n , un e , 
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This ~ummer our troops are inva din g the 
totali tarian - r ul ed areas of Eur ope . We will also 
have an invasion of the totalitarian 5overnment of 
Texas which we found , on May 23 , has been dictat ed 
by a handful of Republican minded men in the Pemo­
crat ic pa.rty and th e s tate execut ive office . 23 

Her per s ona l dislike of Stevenson gave her added zea l to 

see him defe3.ted . She wrote a lon g- ti rne friend that "our 

pre sent gover ncr i s worse than Fergus on ever dared t o 

be . .. 11 24 Minni e F ish ' s tactic of taking the battle to 

Stevenson served a usefu l purpos e , for she f orced him to 

deny publicly man y of her charges . Stevenson ha d stated 

earlier that he had no platfor o and would not campaign . 

This a~used Minnie t ish because she said that she ma de bin 

c&r~, paign ar,d t)1at !18 did it on her platforr:i . 

her ho1ne t own of I\~c w \-/& vcrly as the occas ion to make er 

fir st r-t at8 - ',':i.de radi o address of he.r campaign . With 

Willie ~llis , a r tur ned wa r hero , she was honored by t he 

c itizenf; of Wa l ker County i n s pe cial c eremonies . The 

~vent f¾a ve i r,11H?-Cus -'- o r..er ~peech , for she talked of the 

meanin s of tl1 e Fourth of July--frecdon, r esponsibility , 

and b 11n1:;. n couL . She b e lieved. t .r·0 :1t to be engar;ed j_n a war 

to protect ht~a~ f r ee dom meant to be tot ~l ly involved in 

')-, 

"-- ~!.!.~!.:2..~.:~. f~::!.~, ,Tun e 6 , J.94L1 . • 

2Ll . 
ivu·:..,, 1·i.-nnie F isher Cunnj_ngharn torr.rs . Carrie 

Cl ~· l 1n:in Catt , -' 1:r:,·:u:t~ 2-'1 1 19111+. 
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that war . Then she accused . Governor Stevenson of refusing 

t o use his high office 11 to support our men in the Battle 

25 f or Freedom . 11 Ac c ording to Minnie Fist , the governor 

had hidden his anti-war record uehind h i s 1:no cornraent 11 

stater1ent . Rather , he had used h i s power to 11 separate the 

1 Home Front I fro, , the ' War Front ' and s o abandon our boys 

to fight for Freedom with ~heir Rear Guard thrown i nto 

c onfusion by his continual efforts . 11 26 

Stevenson often mentioned that his r ecord as 

go ernor was a 500d one , specifically referrin~ to the 

financial d 0 ficit 1hic had been removed drring his tenure 

of office . 0 1 Daniel had left the state i. a financial 

pred~cament when he became U. S . Senator , and it was true 

th&t by 19LJ..L~ tr:.c state gover·nment was operating wj_t;h a 

surplus of func.s , To t11.e averar;e v oter , Stevenson repre ·­

~ented a person who had the genius to put the state 1 s 

f i ances in good order when no one else was able to do s o . 

Mrs . Cunningham countered this unde . ·standing by saying 

t _at tne war , Ov Stevenso~ , had b~ought p asperity to the 

'"'tate . She cit sd an editorial in the Dal] ;i~; JsHs which 

s aid that the deficit• as wi ed out by taxes on oil and 

25scri pt of a radio address hy r-:rs . Minnie Fisher 
Cunrd.nr:bam , July 4 , 19.1 Ll . 

261, . d 0:t . • 
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sulphur , botl1 nuch used ~ar • co~rnodities . ~innie Fish 

pointed out the irony of this because Stevenson, as & 

membe:r. of the House of Hepresentatives , had 11vo ted against 

every proposal to tax oil and su l phur that came up in his 

t . 1127 le . I n closing, Minnie Fish solemnly charged : 

. Coke Stevenson has obstructed the ~ar 
Effort and by so doing has given aid and comfort t o 
our enemies . . that he had offended our friendly 
neig~bor Mexico ~o the _oint ~here that country has 
felt it wise to prohitiit the importation of Mexi can 
labor into Texas . . . t hat he has defrauded the Old 
Peopl e of Texas and made them pay mill ions of 
dol lars which the citizens of Texas never meant for 
t hem to lose . , tnat ht=: has deprived our Texns 
soldiers oJ their chanc e to vote in ~he coming 
elect.' on . . . that he has harried and a.tta cked the 
War i1drr.inist1·ati ,:m of our country ... that he r1as 
deceiv ed , betrayod and undermined the mora l e of 
Texans at •,;o rk in the \•iar· Product:Lon }'a.ctories of' 
our· ftatc ... that i1e has j_njured our School 
SystcG . . . that he has conc ealed his purposes , 
opinions , and political associat es from the citi­
zens o.f: Texas . . . that he has conspj.red to 28 destroy our Party S;yste of Governrrent . 

Many perscns did not take Mrs . Cunningham seriously about 

the charges sns n~do during her Fourth of July address . 

Ilowe,er~ her r epeated verba l assaults against Stevenson 

proved to be a ~ajor sou~ce of embarrasE~ent to him. 

2? . Scrip af a r a dio address ty f'Jirs . Minnie Fisher 
Cvnr1iEf:1 .1. ;n , uly . , 191~1+ . 

28 Ibid . 
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On July 12, Mrs . Cunningham's campaign was enhanced 

when President Roosevelt announced his decision to accept 

a fourth term no□ination . The pro-Roosevelt people in 

Texas were not surprised at his decision , but many fear ed 

that his failin g health would prevent him frora continuing 

i n office . Asked by an Austin Amertca~ reporter to make a 

s tatement about Roosevelt ' s annou::-:icen2nt , Mrs . Cunningham 

fir st observed t~at Governor Ste renson had no comment to 

make . ~hen she said : 

t h 
to 

I re joice wi th a ll the . others and fathers of 
nation that the COi,rnO.nder in chief has agreed 

se e our boys through thi,-~ world crisis . I know 
at w 1at sacrifj_cs he rr.ade this decision . . . 1 

orofou~dly ~~ateful o him for his, i ll in~ness , -~ . . 20 ~ 

ma~e that s ~c~i Jce. / 

On the clay , 1im,j_c Fish heard the ne·.-,s ) she wrote Mrs . 

Rooseve lt a long letter , indicat j_ng her grat i t,lde for the 

Pre sident ' s decj_sio and 6 i vL g info::::-mation about the 

battle in ~hJct s~e was engaged . Speaking about the 

governor ' s race and the state convention , she wrote : 

The fi ght hAs Bone ~ell . It now ap1ears that 
~r . J esse Jones has rescinded the State Conventjon 
in wnich his nerhew ' s hj red hoodlur.!s , booed tbe war 
effort I the men v1ho are fightin g the war and the 
Co~~~nder jn ch·er , himself . It also appears th~t 
sc:r.e of t~te d.eLi a nt suprort which has mRcle Coke 
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Stevenson the objectionable character which he is 
has gone out fro~ behind h i m in tl1is hour of his 
greatest need . Therefore my opportunity for being 
actua11- elected as governor has risen from prac­
tically_nothing to at l east a good fightin~ 
chance . 30 

Mrs . Cunin gham was completely wrong about her own possi­

bility of being governor . How ever , the pro-Roosevelt 

voti1 g recor~ of the Texas dalegation at the National 

Democratic Conve11tion proved her correct in be lieving that 

so me of Stevenson ' s streng~h was waning at this l evel . 

Minnie Fjsh 1 accoDpaniad by Mrs . Reading , made two 

to1.1rs of tl-ie st2.te in her r3.ce for governor . She had the 

o •ert suppcrt of mary far □e~s and labor un ion leaders. 

Both the Harrjs County Indu 0 trial Union Counci131 and the 

32 Jef.fe 'son County l'olitical Action Co!.TI:i::ittee gave her 

thei r full sndorsPment . s the carapaign entered its 

c lo ·ing dc\/S , it \·ras obvj_ous that Mrs , Cunninghan: did not 

have widesuread voter cuppo~t . Early in he campaign, she 

had written Duiley K. loodward 1 Jr ., of Dallas , soliciting 

his help . Wood~ard had served on her cuffrage advisory 

30Mr-s . ?·Li rinj e F.isher Cunninghar;: to Mrs . Eleanor 
Roos eve l c I July 12 1 1941 • 

31General leti..er from Rocky L . :Unv ir.:; , Pre~;ident 1 

Har:c is County J:--1du::·trj_al Un ion Council, ,July 15, 191.; l.J • 

32r,et;tcr o:· e.:1dor en1ent fro:n 'tiilliam Squi1~e T2..ylor , 
Cil.ai rman I Jef.f er::.;on Coun.L y Pol it ic:a l ,Let ion Corr.mitt ee , no 
d:1te p;ive:n . 
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c om~ittee and l ater supported her in her attempt to b e 

elected t o "t he United States Senate . Through the inter­

ven ing years a split had developed betwe en Woodward and 

}~s . Cunningham , pr imar ily be cause of the Roosevelt admin­

is tration . After chastising Mrs . Cunningham for aligning 

herse lf wit h a group dedicated to injuring t he i nst itution 

of fre e govern~e~t , Woodward wrote : 

Inc;idf,;1tally , J ca n ' t find a ny one , man or 
wo~an , w: o thinks the re is a r ace for the governor­
ship . I ' ve t a l ked to variouc groups here [ in 
Dal-as ] &nd at Austin and I don ' t find anyon e 
a gainst St even son . Unless a revolution in s en ti­
men t should occur it looks like your ca mpai gn thi s 
time will f a .e e ven worse than your atte mpt at the 
Sen a te . . . . 33 

~either Woodwart , nor anyon e else , was a ble to ke e p her 

fro m -inishin g her ca~pa i gn . 

The week prior to the el e ction , Mrs . Cunnin gham 

made three m&. j or address es ove r 2. s tate --•.,fid e net work . On 

July 19 1 she Epoke to the woQen of Texas ; on July 20, to 

Texas soJ.d i crs ; and on July 11 , t o the voters of Texa s . 

I n her aidreas to the wo men , Vinnie Fish appealed to them 

to 2xer d .s e t hcLr 1· igbt to vote a nd not· 2.:!.low Stevens on to 

b e ra-cl e ct ed b cc&u c e they ha d defaulted the ir 

-------------·-
~ - , 
7 'D~dlcJ h , Woodward , Jr . , to Mr~ . Minnie Fish r 

Cunn ~n ~~am , Ju~ e 19 , 19~4 . 



. . . 1 . t _3L~ r esponsio i J. -y . Of the soldj_ers , Mr-~ . Cunn in gham asked 

a rhetoric a l question : Hn s Texas changed since you went 

aw&..y to war ? S_ e ans\•1er ,d the question by citing the poor 

effort by Stevenson to support the war , tte governor ' s 

refusal to call a spec i a l session of the Le gis l at ' r e to 

rr.ake provision for servic e.,.en to vote, and Stevenson ' s 

feeble offer to hi~e returning service men for work only in 

the Texas Highway Depart ment . By Minnie Fish ' s fi gures 

some 600 , 000 TPxHs men a nd ,,\'O rr.e n were dis enfr anchised 

b0ca·1fe the y v,ere in the a.rmed forces. 35 · She began her 

me ssage to t; _,e voters by revie.vj_1:.g the struc;gle she and 

others made to ~a in equal suf~rage for the citizen s of 

Texas . She c o~trasted the ele cti on O L July , 1918 , wi~ h 

tt election of J uly , 1944 . In 1918 , the i s ues had been 

di s cussed be cause men o. both sid0s of the question were 

w: llins to share their opin ions and convicti ons . She 

st ated th&t t is wac not true in 1944 . St evenson , the 

chief candidate , refused to speak on the issues 1 claiminB 

t hat he was not campaignin~ be cause of the war . By not 

in for~i1g the people of Te xas about govern menta l activities, 

7,l~ 
/ Script o r adi o address by Mrs . ~innic Fisher 

Cun1 jnil12.m 1 July 19 1 J 944 . 
-, r. 
.?=-'scrj_pt of r ad io addres s by Mrs . Minnie Fisher 

Cumdngham, Ju]y 20 , 1 9 1-4 . 
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Stevenson, she charged, was not respon ·ible to his 

f 
~. 36 

0 l lCe , 

Governor Stevenson won a landslide victory in the 

Democratic primary , and went on to sw eep the election from 

his Republican opponent , B. J . Peasley , in Novembe . Of 

823 , uso votes cast in the July primary , St evens on received 

696 , 585 . 1rs . Curmingham ran second , with L~8 , 039 votes , 

and no other opponent of the governor was given one-half 

as any . 37 

?t>' · t ~ d . dd b '. ~r. . . F. h - cr:i. p 01 ra 10 a re r;s ~, ·1r;:, . 1 Jlnn ie 1s er 
Cunn.:..np;i1a.m , July 21 , 19L+lt . 

37officia l Tote Tabulation Certifica e or the State 
Democru~i c Exe cutjve Committee , 1ur1st 7, 19~4 . 



CHAF'l'ER VI 

CONCLUSION 

History h snot had time to judge \That kind o.f 

impact the life of Minnie Fisher Cunningham had upon i t . 

The force s of human action , which she started and engaged 

in herself , are still operating . Few conclusions have 

been reached , and those only partially . History will 

never be able to draw all the conc lusions. Yet , from a 

short - ran ge view , a general c onclusion can be reached : 

t~rs . Cunni .gham did not overturn the course of history , 

but she did bend histQry . 'hat she bel i eved , said , did , 

and reflected upon--all have vitally affected our small 

segmen-r: of t irr,e . 

Her life was symbolizec by her indominitable spirit , 

always resolut e in demonstrating the difference between 

v ictory and progress . Se won few victories , but she was 

ut terly convin~ed that that Movement in hist ory called 

progress w s iriva l ·Jc.t ble . P-.rogress meant , for her , any 

activity which i:nproved the lot of huma kind . Her only 

ma ·or v'c-.or;v wh i ·h can be consid.er0d rea.s o11:1bly conclu­

siv ~ w<=ts suffrug . . She believed in it and fou ght for it , 

not mor~ y tec3use womPn were not allo~ed to vote bu~ 

ecause it was a bHsic hu van right . This was refl e cted in 



her desire to work for equa l suffrage for all and not 

exclusive ly wo man suffrage. 
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She wanted victory for all of the causes she sup­

ported . Had she pursued only those human issues which 

promised her victory , however, she would have been lost in 

a maze of mediocrity . ~hat quality of character drove her 

to engage in the battle for right ? What quality was it 

that at times made her appear to be engagej in a futile 

effort? Or what was it that required Mrs . Cunningham to 

dr ire relentlessly a projec~ through to it s conclusion and 

r quired these v'ho \ ✓ 0rked with her to do the same? Satis -· 

r~c to~y ~nswers t o the se questions will not be easily 

found . 

Mrs . Qunn ingham can e charac terized as a simple 

but , parad oxically , highly complex person . The simple , 

uncomplicRted side of her nature was represented by the 

keen enjoyment she got fro m tramping across the pastures 

at Fisher Far~s or from visiting with her intimate friends . 

Ho· co r;iplex nature is not as ensiJ.y d e 1!10nstrated . Perhaps 

1·~ ca:'.1 be:-,t be wderstood o:r the tin:es when often alone 

and . or the f, 3.l;- of an idenl , sn s moved aga:inst an opponent 

or ar O}Y"C'Sii~ .'"; force . It is this side of her personality 

•t1h i~h is :rn ~,E:q:,lcxi!'l~; . The .:.'e ar·e many p yc}1olog:i.cal r ea --

r, o,,s ;-.;i.1:1 sLe a~vclops d into th'c' !)C!rsor.. sh -2 was . ~o doubt 

h e1~ parer:.t;s ~ rr,;:i rr in.r;e , envirc,~u:c t , and emotional !nE1keup 
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radically sh·ped her person~lity . Coupled with this were 

the circumstances of time and place which allowed her 

per onality to mesh wjth certain criti cal human events . 

What is clear , howe er, is that she was a wom&n confronted 

with making a choice a out 1hat style of life she would 

lead . She chose to be in the mainstream of events , social 

and political\ without regretting her decision or counting 

the cost . Her zest for life was always sharpened when the 

odd s against her were the greatest . It was as though she 

was sustained by the realization that some positive 

results might come ou t of her labors . ~hether it was 

suffrage t he olitical race 0
, or one of the other ca~ses 

she espoused, ~innie Fisher Cunningham ga e herself 

unreservedly . . 1rs . Democra~ of Texas is gone . Her ideals 

are till with many of us . 
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