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and on the 27th of June reached Pitcairn

again, finding that in their absence the pigs

had run wild and destroyed the crops.”
(Lucas, 1929, pp. 16-17).

His description of “Lord Hood’s Island” as lo-
cated in The Marquesas Islands is an error. How-
ever, that Captain Cook named this gigantic rock
Hood’s Island after midshipman Alexander Hood of
the Resolution in 1774 is correct (Cook, 1777). The
“Lord” prefixed to “Hood’s Island,” Lucas attrib-
uted to confusion stemming from the midshipman’s
famous first cousins, Admiral Samuel Hood (1724-
1816) and Admiral Alexander Hood (1726-1814)
(Captain Cook Society, 2013).

While it is true that Fatu Huku (two words) is
an indigenous name for this island in The Marque-
sas Islands, it is not the refuge Buffett sought safety
from “adverse winds.” According to the U.S. Board
on Geographic Names, Fatu Huku is the approved
name (N), while Hoods Island and Hood Island are
variants (V). Fatu Huku lies at 9°25° S, 138°54’
W and situated in The Marquesas Islands, French
Polynesia (PYF) (See Table 1). This is not the is-
land John Buffett is referring to in his Register entry
(Lucas, 1929).

Fatu Huku is nowhere close to Pitcairn Island,
and certainly not “on the way” from Tabhiti to Pit-
cairn as chronicled by Bounty descendant and na-
tive historian Rosalind Amelia Young (1894). Buf-
fett’s path intersected with Lord Hood Island not
Fatu Huku. Fatu Huku is even smaller than Pitcairn
Island with an area of .50 square mile. It is essen-
tially a huge rock rising 1,184 feet above sea level,
as opposed to the low island or atoll in the Register
and Buffett’s “A narrative of 20 years’ residence on
Pitcairn’s Island” (hereafter “Narrative”) (Buffett,
1846; Lucas, 1929).

Lucas misinterpreted the entry for Fatu Huku
listed in the Pacific Islands Pilot, Vol. 111, (1920) as
the Lord Hoods Island of Buffett’s Register entries.
Doing so introduced an error that has caused some
confusion among historians. While unable to locate
Vol. 111, the previous volume (II) links Fatu Huku
AND Hood Island (lat. 9° 26’ S and long. 138° 55’
W) and Marutea (South or Sud) AND Lord Hood
Island (lat. 21° 31’ S., long. 135° 38’), the former
in The Marquesas, and the latter in The Gambier
Islands (Pacific Islands Pilot, 1920, p. 145, p. 185).
Buffett’s return voyage from Lord Hood Island to

Pitcairn lasted three days and not the seven days
(perhaps includes part days) mentioned in Lucas’
Introduction (Buffett, 1846, p. 35).

That the Register Book’s Index further cross ref-
erences the following entries provide credence that
Lucas was somewhat confused concerning these is-
lands’ names (see entries below, Lucas, 1929):

Fatuhuku. See Hood Island

Hood Island (Lord Hood's Island), 17, 36, 144.

While the first Index entry is correct, the second
entry, linking Hood Island with Lord Hood’s Island,
is incorrect for Fatuhuku (Table 1). The extent the
chart included with the Register Book was adapted
to illustrate the story of Pitcairn Island is unknown
to the author, but it clearly reads Hood I. not Lord
Hood’s Island. Even with access to valid geographic
information in the Pacific Islands Pilot, a correctly
labeled “Hood 1. on the Register Book’s chart, and
Buftett’s use of Lord Hood’s in his Register entries
and later Narrative (Buffett, 1946, p. 35), Lucas
made a mistake — just like most of us have done,
including this author.

Lucas probably did not have access to Travels to
the Islands of the Pacific Ocean by the multi-talent-
ed (adventurer, merchant, diplomat, reporter, artist)
Jacques Antoine Moerenhout (1796-1879). Moer-
enhout records the physical geography (latitude and
longitude, elevation, dimensions, fresh water, veg-
etation, etc.) of the Lord Hood Island of Buffett’s
sojourns. Though first published in 1837 in French,
and only translated to English in 1983, Moeren-
hout’s writings would have provided a valuable ac-
count from one who had actually visited Lord Hood
Island. Sir Charle’s mistake is a reminder for all of
us to check and re-check our facts, and to contextu-
alize facts with other accounts. No doubt, the simi-
larity in these toponyms, Hood versus Lord Hood,
one can understand how these placenames might be
jumbled.

BUFFETT’S ENTRIES AND THE REAL
LORD HOOD’S ISLAND

While Buffett’s entries from the Register use
Lord Hood’s Island, he doesn’t link this island with
Fatu Huku or the Marquesas (see Register entries
for April 24, June 3, June 21, 1831). While Fatu Hu-
ku’s geographic coordinates are 9° 25° S, 138° 54’
W, those for Buffett’s Lord Hood’s Island are 21°
30’ S, 135° 34 W (Table 1). The distance between
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Lucas’s and Buffett’s respective islands are over
12° latitude apart, a significant error for sure.

In the Register, Buffett’s “Lord Hood’s Island” is
known also as South Marutea (Sud) (Table 1). This
is a low island, an atoll 12 miles long and five miles
wide enclosing an irregularly shaped lagoon of 42
square miles. It is in the northeast sector of Gambier
Islands of French Polynesia. Lucas’s “Lord Hood’s
Island” is a high island 19 miles north of Hiva ‘Oa
in the southeast quadrant of The Marquesas Islands
also of French Polynesia. Using the same place-
name, Buffett is referencing an atoll 400+ miles
northwest of Pitcairn Island, while Lucas lists a
high island, essentially a huge rock, 1,200+ miles
north of Pitcairn.

Captain Edward Edwards of the HMS Pandora
was dispatched in 1790 to arrest the mutineers of the
HMS Bounty. Ironically, he passed about 300 miles
from Pitcairn Island after passing Ducie. It was
Captain Edwards who named the atoll Lord Hood
which he recorded to be at 21° 31° 00” S, 135° 32’
30” W on March 17, 1791 (Hamilton, 1793); these
coordinates are close to the modern readings (Table
1). While Edwards doesn’t elaborate on naming the
atoll, presumably he was referring to Lord Samuel
Hood, 1st Viscount Hood, Admiral in the British
Royal Navy (1724-1816). Captain Edwards re-
counts that this “Island, about five or six miles long,
with a great many trees on it, but was not inhabited:
this was called Lord Hood’s Island” (Edwards and
Hamilton, 1915, p. 24).

Since Lord Hood Island appears during two voy-
ages involving John Buffett, it is imperative that
readers understand the geographic position and
name of the island in question. The first journey
occurred on returning from Pitcairn’s failed reloca-
tion to Tahiti in 1831. Owing to adverse winds the
30-foot schooner dropped passengers off on “Lord
Hood’s Island” on April 24, 1831, with the vessel
returning to Tahiti (Lucas, 1929). So fortunately, in
the first instance (1831), John Buffett was offered
passage home by the Bourdeaux, a French brig, the
length of the trip according to Lucas encompassed
the dates from June 21-27, 1831. The sail, accord-
ing to Buffett, lasted three days (Buffett, 1846, p.
35). The duration of the sail is another clue that
“Lord Hood’s Island” in The Marquesas listed by
Lucas was not the same island that plays into Buf-
fett’s wanderings.

The second instance occurs several years later
(1834) after Joshua Hill, the “dictator” of Pitcairn,
expelled John Buffett, John Evans, and George
Nobbs from Pitcairn Island. The three “outsiders”
departed on the 7uscan, a London whaler on route
to Tahiti. These men sailed off with plans to return
for their families at the soonest opportunity. Even-
tually, Buffett and family returned on the Olivia
from Tahiti via Lord Hood Island to Pitcairn on
September 16, 1834.

CURRENT-DAY NAMING CONVENTIONS

The Geographic Names Server of the Nation-
al Geospatial Intelligence Agency was searched
to ascertain current-day naming conventions for
these two islands (Table 1). There are eight names
for each island; approved and variant names are
linked to a Unique Feature Identifier (UFI). Lucas’s
Fatuhuku is linked with UFI 1310160 and Buffett’s
Lord Hood’s Island to UFT 1310508. Starting with
1310160, the approved name is Fatu Huku with
Hood Island and Hoods Island listed as variants.
The other names associated include one in French,
Ile Fatu Huku, and four others of local origin. No-
tice there is no “Lord” prefix attached to the two
Hood variants.

UFT 1310580 has two approved names, Marutea
and Atoll Marutea. Two of the variant names in-
clude “South” to generate South Marutea and South
Marutea Island. Perhaps this is to avoid confu-
sion with another atoll, a majority submerged reef,
named Marutea (Marutea Nord or Taunga tauranga-
e-havana, French Polynesia) farther north and west
(17°07°S, 143° 11° W). Interestingly, UFT 1310580
includes the variants Hood and Lord Hood Island.
Other data can be extracted from a Geographic
Names Server including, the designation code, coun-
try code, latitude and longitude. This provides con-
textual information such a feature type: for example,
Marutea is an atoll and Fatu Huku is an island, while
both are in French Polynesia (PYF); the geographic
coordinates show these to be separated by more than
12 degrees latitude and 3 degrees longitude.

DISCUSSION

Two life journeys involving Buffett’s “Lord
Hood’s Island” or its variants: “Lord Hood’s thrice,”
and “Lord Hoods twice,” and “Lord-Hoods once,”
for a total of six entries in the Register Book. The
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