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The purpose of this study has bee· to determin~ 

~hether or not the psychopath is emotionally capable of 

tha e::pa_ ience 1moun in Souther:.--1 BC!.ptist theology as con­

versio 1. A seco:nd ry purpose h~s been to bring together in 

o:~_e s·cudy the related areas of religion and psychopathy. 

Tl':is hss :iot e2n done i:n any previous studies. 

Eis tl1cd. 

The method used in the study was: (1) to revi ew 

literature which establishes the psychopathic s3rndro::ie, 

focusing on t e Nork of the NcCor s reported in their book 

Psvchor2t;hy and Delinauency; ( 2) to review the li teratu::.~e 

published by Southern Baptist w::-iters as it relates tote 

So"J.t.~_2r::1 3aptist l:11derstanding of religious conversion; ( J) 

to present the case studies of four psychopaths Hho claim 

to have unQergone a conversion experience of the nature 

described by Southern Baptists; and (4) to set out conclu-

sions ~sed upon the research rep_esentcd int .e literature 

end the behavior de~onstrated in the case studies. 

?indinp:;s 



1. Because the psycnop~th feels little or no guilt, 

he can~ot meet the first re~uirese~t for conversion as 

Southe~n Baptists view it, r..amclyl conviction for sin or 

_eelinss of ·uilt over the &;•m.::>ness that he is a sinner. 

2. The psychopath fir..ds fait . or trust, as Sout1ern 

3aptists speak 01 it, to be rather meaningless because he 

c~nnot forra a relations ip th t demonstrates a relationship 

o dept " 

3. Religio12.s co~versio: ir:iplies a c! c.nge i!1 be-

2.v'.:..or. T is study reveals tbz.t 8.lt: oug the psychopat 

nay speal of change and eve~ use a reli ious language, 

t.ere is no actual change i is behavior. 

L... It ,'las observed that t:1e psychopath uses re­

l gio as a :r::i.eans to is 01·m selfis 1 ends. The church 

b cones a tool to be used i . h s purposeless and aggres-

si e 1:ay. 

5. Te psychopath, in view of the above conclusions, 

is e otionally incapable of the religious conversion es it 

is expressed by Sout ern Ba tists. 

/ A~o

°Efo.pe:..~vising ro:..'essor 
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CRI PTE?. I 

DSFINING 'I':-=E PROBLEM 

So~e time ago Eervey Cleckley caLle to the conclusion 

tat tha psyctopath might very uell be called the for~otten 

f · h. t l ~ £_ usyc_ia ry. 

ca e. 

This no 10:1.ser accurately states t_e 

:1-1cCord and EcCord have noted t at alt _ough the re­

search is sometimes conflicting it is also rapidly growing. 2 

:S:are and Eare have, under a research grant, compiled. a:1 ex­

~ensive bibliograp_y on the topic of psychopathy.3 They in­

clude in their work only those materials which appear in 

English, along with only sa~ple works of the more prolific 

w~ite~s. They omit many articles that are dated, of in­

d~rect relevance, or are so~e1rhat inaccessable to nost ir..-

vestig~tors. They also exclude most oft e standard text­

books in psychiatry and ab~orcal psychology. Even wi~: all 

of these OIC.I!lissions there a~e still nore than 650 entries 

the bibliography. 

1Hervey Cleckley , The Mask o~ Sanity (St. Louis: 
C. V. f'1osby Co!Ilpany, 1964-,-fhi: ... d e .. i tion) , Pa 33., 

2willia~ ~cCord and Joa~ ~cCord, ?svchonathy and 
:J2linaue:1.cy (New York: Gru_ e aud S-c1~attor.., 1955")---;-'p. i:c. 

3Robert D. ::-tare and Averil s. Hare? "Psychopathic 
3ehavior: A Bibliography," E:x:cer-nta Criminoloo.:ica, VII 
(July- August,1967), 365-386. 
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The obvious interrelatedne ss is called to our 

atte _tion as early as 1835 when Dr. J. c. Prichard spoke 

of "I!!oral insanity" and "moral imb celity" while describing 

" 6 t_e psy~ opath. In 1873 Pro essor John Ordronaux refused 

to accept the term "moral ins8.nity" and would argue that 

"t!'!e only disease to ·whic: the □oral nature is subject is 

si:n."7 Theology by its v ry nature has always been concern­

ed with guilt and morality. 

There are other areas that are also interrelated and 

will be pointed out later in the study. It seems noteworthyp 

ho~ever, even on the basis of the naterial already presented, 

that little has been said in t~e writings of the behavioral 

scientists regarding the psychopath and his religious in­

te~ests, particularly since reli6 ion is so often associated 

with values, goals and behavior. Likewise the theologians 

ave re~ained strangely silent regardin this paradoxical 

creature. This is peculiar since religion has considered 

the conscience, guilt and morality its special domain. 

In t:e more t 8.n 650 entries cited by Hare and Hare 

n t !eir bibliography there is no reference whatsoever to 

6navid Ko Her:derson, Ps;1cho-c9. t hic States ( New Yer _r: 
·J . W ~ Norto:'1 and Cor::~~:::..ny, Inc., 1Sf39T:°""P" ■ 10. 

7 Jo},.n 0rdronaux, "?•!oral Insanity , 11 _'.,,e :rican Jou:rr:9. l 
of Insanity 29:313, 1873 a~ uoted by ~cCord and 1cCord, 

ci t., p. 22. 
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the psychopath and religion. 8 Int e nun:.erous case studies 

which fill the literatrtre~ there are only passing referencBs 

to religion as for example in Cle ckley•s case study of Frank. 9 

The present study is a n attempt t o explore the un­

chart ed a~ea of psychopa~ y and religion . The special area 

of religio to be considered is kno1·m as conversion. Conver­

sion is t hat word used in th ological circles to note a 

change 9 particularly a moral c an e, tha t takes place 1·1i t in 

a n individual. This moral cha nge is seen outwardly in altered 

behavior and is manifested in his new attitude and outlook on 

life. 

This seems an especially a ppropriate area of study 

w~en one considers the psychopa t h . Psychopathy is considered 

a beha · oral disorder. 10 Therefore, it might be hypothesized 

t r.at the psychopath would no longe r present a problem to the 

law, the courtsp j uries, his rela t ves and the general public 

if he could experience a religious conversion. 

Or~anization 0 1 The r.Iaterial 

The ba sic question being explored by this r esearch 

8Hare and Hare, 2.12 • cit . 

9c1eckley, 2.E• cit . p. 118. 

10Robert ~ . Lind~er , Rebe l Without A Caus e (New York 
Grove Pre s s, Inc., 1944) 1 p. 2: Stein, .£.E• c i t . , p . 85 and 
:cCord and il' cCord, .£2• cit ., p. 35. 
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is - ether or not the psychopath is cap ble of experiencing 

conversion. Before this question can be adequately 

answer , it must be deter~ined w:at is meant by the te=ms 

psyc opath and psychopathy along with the meaning of the 

religious experience called conversion. 

Chapter II then will set forth the psychopathic 

. syndrome. It will be primarily a discussion cf the prev·ous 

work of Mc Cord and ~cCord. 11 Based upon the research in the 

iterature of psychopathy, this writer has reason to believe 

that a :rr.ore definitive work is not to be fou..Y1d. 

Chapter III will deal with the concept of conversion 

as it is held by the religious denomination known as the 

Southern Baptist Cor_ventio1 • 'I· ·:ere are two basic reasons 

for consid ring the theology of conversion a~ong Southern 

Baptists. T_e first, and most obvious, is for greater 

accuracy in the conc_us · ons that ultimately wi ll be dra1·m 

f - o~ this research. It may well be that Samue l Hill is 

correct when he observes that "even after taking in-co con­

sideration the obvious variety of denominationsp doctri _al 

pos tions, and types of congregations, ••• ~ re~ional church 

exists" i the South. 12 Nevertheless 0 it would be rat ' er 

11 ,rccord and McCord, op. cit. 

12~-~ual s. Hill, J=•P Southern Churches in Crisis 
( "Tew York: Holt, Rinehart and w_· ston, 19b6) , p. 21. 
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p~esl.optuous to assume that what is true for one religious 

denomination in the South is necessarily true in all other 

denoninat:..ons of the South. By narrowing the study, only 

Southern Baptist writers will b2 considered on the subject 

of conve sion. If every denoEination in the South were 

stuuied the task of reading the ~aterials on conversion 

1-rnuld be insurmountable. I-Ioreover, there are enough dif-

_ e~ences in denominations in the South that the conclusions 

reached froo the research would of necessity ave to be 

stated in such general terms that they would, for all 

scientific and clinical purposes, be useless. 

The second reason for studying the Southern Baptist 

theology of conversion is a personal one. It is the re ­

ligious heritage of this researcher and therefore that seg­

::i.ent oft· e Christian Church with which he is most famil:..ar. 

Southern Baptists have !:lade a great issue of the importance 

of conversion, but clinical experience with the psychopa~hic 

perso:r..ality has led to some questions in the mind of this 

observer as they relate to the very e~otional experience to 

whicr_ Sout ern Baptists refer uhen they speak of conversion. 

c· a pter IV wi_l present four case studies of psycho­

pat~ic personalities. The case studies will be simple 

nc:.rrati ve accounts of four nale psycho:p,9.ths and the ma.1'!.ner 

in Nhich they J. u:."1ctioned wit 1 regard to religion and religiot:.s 

co _~, ors ion. 
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Chapter V will de~l ~ith the findings and conclusions 

as t hey are drawn from t he literature and t e clinical 

studies. It will be a sum=ary of t_is study, setting out 

s o~e of the limitations of the present work and pointing 

to;•;ard some areas t.1at suggest the need for further s tudy . 

Of course, objection to t1e present study could be 

raised on the grounds that t:e behavi oral scientist sl:ould 

not be interested i n examini~g religious attitudes. It is 

a::-e;ue' that religion is much too personal and subjective to 

be a fruit~ul a r ea of study. The theologian might also 

object on t'1e grounds that the behaviora l scientist can not 

bring the usual met1ods of scientific investi gation to the 

study of an individual's r eligion . The r e li g ionist is often 

suspic ous of the ~otives and the mind set with whi ch the 

behavioral scientist approac hes such a task. Stein is correct 

when e points out that the two disc iplines often regard each 

ot_er with antipathy. 13 

This writer concurs, however, in the feeling that 

"r ligior: is a most appropriate area for b ehavioral science 
1 1, 

studies.",. Man is a whole . He cannot be dissected. If man 

13steinp 2.E· ci~., p. 16. 

14 James A. Knight , Conscience ar .. d Guilt ( New York: 
_ppletcn- Ce~tury -Crofts, 1969), p . 60-.-



s to be studied, .e must be studied in his to tal ity. 

nytling that has played as prominent a rol i as religion 

i. the shaping of hll.I!lan history (be1avior) cannot be 

omitted from the investigation of the serious behaviora l 

scientist. 

Only the bold researcher, more interested in 
truth~ a· in his pride, will tra~p the ineluctable 
jungles of ancient ideas for the stuff which sus­
tains life, hovrever entangled in archaic verbiage 
or hidden by dogmatic undergro-wth.15 

A Practical Basis For The study 

8 

When t '.i s problem was first undertaken it admittedly 

grew out of a theoretical question raised in relating psy­

c ~opathy to the experience of conversion . Upon further 

study of t he problem, however, the re are some very prac­

tical reasons for undertaKing this research. 

In the irst place, the psychopath is a problee to 

t· e general public. 16 If one assumes tha t the psychopath 

always e nds up in a prison or a mental hospital he is operat­

ing upon a false premise. 17 The psychopath is found in every 

walk of life and in every profession. Psychopathy is not a 

15stein, £12• cit., p. 16. 

16c1eckley, £12• cit. , p. 31. 

17Harr Elmer Barnes and Negley K. Teeters, New Horizons 
in Criminolc, y ( Engl ewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall Inc-.-,- 19 59) , 
p. 105; an Cleckley,££• cit., p. 37. 
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problem just or the psyc .iatrists, the mental hospitals 

and the prisons. 

There are ma!1y who feel that psyc opathy can be 

e __ ectively treated if it is detected early enough.18 If 

t'.is is so, and t' e evidence indicates that it is, then the 

cr.urch could, with a better understanding of the problem, 

serve as an effective agency in the etection of an hence 

the prevention of psycho pa t .. y. 

Should this soun a bit unrealistic, it must be kept 

in ~ind that t ere is _ittle bei.g done for the psychopath 

because there are no agencies in the average community to 

meet his eeds. This is as true today as it was when 

Cleckley observed it ore t.an 25 years ago . 19 The church, 

eca~se of its attenpt to minister to families could possibly 

beco=e a resource for establis' ir-g the kind of communi~y 

(fa:nily) th~.t is essential for the normal development of 

personality and cr.aracter. 

In t' .e historical context of Horld War II Lind."'l.er 

coul say that "Psychopathy is more wide spread than ever 

be_ore in the histo~y of our civilization." 20 But even more 

18L. C. Webber, "Workin:; i::i th A Psycho pa th," Jour:"lal 
of Abno~~al Psycnolo~7, 47:721, July, 1952; August Aic.orn, 
ray;•rard You'Gh (London: Futna:::i., 19.36): Stein, .2.E• cit., p. 107; 
:t•:ccord. ar.' i,:ccord, 2..:2· cit., p. 12Jff. 

19c1eckley, ~- cit., pp. 8-9. 

20Li.d.er, .2.£• cit., p. 15. 
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recently Stein has coillfilented on the "Sociopathic drift of 

our culture. 1121 The church is just one of many agencies 

neede to co e with the problem. 

nether pragmatic reason or underscoring t e need 

oft e present study focuses on the role of the pasvoral 

counselor. The psychopath is but one of the many ki~ds of 

proble~s the contenporary minister must recognize if he is 

to □inister effectively. Psychop~thy is not the problem 

of just the chaplains in the prisons and the mental hospitals, 

In fact, it was while receivin~ clinical pastoral education 

within a correctional setting that this writer suddenly be­

ca:c:1e aware of the broader dimeY1sions of the problem. 

Closely related to the above is the need for those 

who n"nister wit in institutions such as prisons and mental 

hospitals to focus on the probleTI. The prison chaplain for 

instance ministers daily to those diagnosed as "psychopathic 

personality?" but there has been nothing written to relate 

the chaplain°s ministry to this type of personality. 

S UI,12:8 ry 

This c_apter has set forth the problem to b0 considered 

i this study--the problem o~ psychopathy as it relates to the 

Southern Baptist theology o:..· conversion. It has pointed out 

21stein, op. cit., p. 23. 
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t_at the literature pertaining to psychopathy has nothing 

to say about t_e syndrome as it is manifested in religious 

sy~bols an ' language. Co 1versly, Southern Baptist t eology 

has almost nothing to say abo t the conversion of the person 

who feels little or no guilt. 

The study has grown out of a theoretical question 

raised i·rhe trying to relate the psychopat ic syndrome as it 

is spelled out in the literature to the theology of conversion 

w ich, by its very nature, pertains to c anged behavior. 

Clin cal exper·ence gave rise to the working hypothesis of 

this paper. That hypothesis stated simply is that the psycho­

pat is emotionally incapable of the experience known in 

Sout ern Baptist t eology as conversion. 

This chapter has also pointed out the procedure used 

fort' e study: a survey of the relevant printed materials, a 

study cf the living documents~ and the conclusions drawn from 

eac_. Also included in ~his introductory chapter has been 

Nhat is considered a few of the practical justifications for 

the undertaking of this study, Having done so, it is time 

now to turn to the task of examining the literature . 



CHAPTE II 

THE PSYCHOPATHIC SYrrDROHE 

It is no easy task to define or classify the psycho­

pat. T. is fact has led to nuch of the confusion in atteupt­

i n6 to deal with the psyc opat in the courts, hospitals and 

risons. 1 Nearly any textboo on abnormal psychology will 

list most of the traits contained in the psychopathic syn­

drome. However, the study that seens most relevant to this 

thes·s is the uork by cCord and lcCord. 2 

lvhat follows is an examination of the psychopathic 

syndrome as it is set fort byte NcCords. While it would 

be an interesting pursuit, n.o effort is made to establish the 

etiology of the syndrome. Te etiology of psychopathy does 

not fall within the scope of the task at hand. 

Te psychopath is "variously defined."J The NcCords, 

however 9 are convinced that in spite of the dif ere ces of 

opi on that exist between social scientists, there is a 

common core o psychopatny with whi ch most would agree. 

1Hervey Cleckley 7 The M~s!c of .§_anity (4th edo; St. 
Louis: C. Vo •Iosby Com any~ 196[i:) , p. 1+o4. 

2williar::. •!cCord an.d Joan •IcCord, Ps;vcho12ath:v and 
Delinquency ( JeN York: Grune and Stratto , 1956), pp. 1 - 19 . 

3Ed1mrd v. stein, Guilt: Theory and Therapy (Phila­
delphia: Westmins ter Press, 1968), p. BS:-



The ns~ch~~~th is a~ ~social , a~3res sive , hi~hly 
imP--..llsi ve person, i•rho feeJ_s l i tt l~ o~ ~ guilt and 
is unable to forr.1 las t in:; bonds of E:.ffection with 
other hunan be'Ii:'i7sli tali cs in origina]). r- --

13 

Eacho~ t:e traits in the above definition are care­

f lly examine by the McCor~s. 

As oc i a lity 

Asociality is, of course, that element of psychopathy 

t ha t underscores t e socially disruptive behavior of t he 

psyc opat . His be avior ma y range from the writing of hot 

c.ecks to cold and brutal urder as int e cases of Richard 

· gene Hickock and Perry Smith.5 There are some who fee l 

th~t it is this characteristic, Kore than any other, that 

de:' ne s psyc· opathy . In fact, Stein feels t .. at "sociopathic 

persor:a_.:.ty" is a more precise te:rJ1 to use simply because it 

considers nore seriously the "anti - social reactions. 116 

m e ~cCords co~rectly po·nt out that to emphasize 

socia- ~a- adjust ent to tie exclusion of other crite ~ia is to 

actually llli!lp so many social devia nts into 0 1e catagory t hat 

4r,iccorda1d ,record, .£2• c i t., p . 2. 

5T_uman Cauote , I n Cold B_ood, ( ew York: The New 
nerican Library Ino., 19osr:-

6stein, .2.E· cit ., p. 85. 
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the real differences are lost.? Stein for instance in­

cludes alcoho_ics and ~ug a diets as one of the subdivisions 

of sociopat~ic personalities. 8 It is this use of antisocial 

behavior as the raajor iag1 ostic criterion that more t' an 

likely accounts for the unus~ally higl estimates of psycho-

. h 9 pa-c; y. 

Al l deviant behavior car~~ot be i terpreted as psycho ­

pathy and therefore any understanding of psychopathy "must 

look b yond asociality ... 10 

I mnulsivenes s 

The ~cCords note tat the psychopath has the sace 

desires as ot.er ~en. Unlike other persons, however, the 

psyc opsth demands imrae'iate fulfillment of his desires. 11 

This ma.l:es for one who is hi0 hly ir:ipulsi ve, which is inde ed. 

a unde_sta-c;enent. 

The postponeoent of p_easure has been learned byte 

ornal child by about the tin e he is two years o f age. Te 

psyc1opath never really learns this. The child learns to 

7 ·! CCord and I• cCordo 

8 t . Sein, .£.E• cit., p . 

9 ,1 cc0rd and rr:ccord, 

lOrbid. , p. 7 . 

llibid . 

£2• cit ., p. 17. 

85. 

£B• £it. f p. 35. 
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coI2p:ron·se Yith is enviro:!:1.ment as he learns to consider 

tne needs or~ others as well as his own; but the psychopath 

re uses to concern himself wit: the nee s or feelings of 

ot ers. 

While most people ar guilty of occasionally acting 

impulsively and deliberately ignoring their responsibilities 

the psychopath makes it a 1vay o_ life. "His life seems an 

e~rat·c series of uncoi~ected acts, first leading one way, 

t .e ar..ot er." 12 ~ hat naturally follm'lS is a kind of aimless­

ness or lack o~ purpose. The psychopath has no long range 

goals. This, by the way, makes therapy that is goal-oriented 

somewhat futile. 

Stein concludes t hat the "social defectiveness of the 

psyc·_opath is most evident; in his impulsiveness, his lack of 

co.trol, 111 3 This, hoKever, fails to tell the whole story. 

T" is car.not be the sole criterion for the diagnostician any 

more t Lan can asociality alone, but it is indeed correct to 

say tat the "triggering mec _a.nism" on t e psyc opath's im­

p:1.ls veness "is very delicate and easily tripped." 14 

12Ibid., p. 8. 

13stein, .2.E· cit., p. 99. 
14-b· d 100 .:L2:_. , p. • 
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A0,l"!:ressi veness 

The psychopath 0 s irapulsiveness and asociality are 

expressed most often in wh9.-C t.e r:ccords term "brutal aggres­

sion."15 This is why Lindner called the psychopat "the 

~bryo iic Stor~-Trooper. 111 6 

It is important to notice that the McCords use the 

terw. "asocial" rather than "ant·social" to describe the 

psychopath 0 s expression of aggression. The latter implies 

a kind of behavior whi ch is the result of inner conflict or 

anxiety. It grows out of an inner compulsion. On the other 

~nd, the for~er term implies that the processes of social­

ization have not even talcen place. T' e psychopath's aggression 

does not stem fron inner conflict~ anxiety or compulsion. 

Rat.er, he has no inhibitions. He acts on impulse and is 

Tiarc ·ssistic. Te processes of socialization have never 

"taken" with him.17 

Aggressiveness, then, cannot be the sole test in 

determining psychopathy. If aggressiveness were the single 

criteria by which one could arrive at the diagnosis of psy­

chopathy it would be impossible to distinguish betwee t e 

15.McCord and r-~ccord, .2.E· cit. 1 p. 9. 

16Robert M. Lindner, Rebel Without A Cause ( New York: 
Grove Press Inc. 1 1944), p. 16-.-

17John w. Drakefordp I ntegrity Therapy (Nashville: 
Broad.man ress, 1967), p. 103. 
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wi th guilt and literal_y s ee ks punis hment. 11 23 For Lindner 

the clue to t his almost pa radoxica l situation lay in the 

unresolved Oedipus situation . Ste in obs erves 

I t is uossible that the entisocial s ociopath as 
nurefo:rm d.OcS notexis°fand t11c:.t it is only lac·~ - of 
uatience or perception in the observer th~t enables 
him to classify~ Dersonas ~o-c;~lly devoiclof suner­
er;o ~ guil -c; r'eelini::sZita lics in origina.;!/.'24 

He quicKly adds 9 however 9 that for the psychopath 

t he fee l ing of guilt an~~ie t y as it occurs in most 
pe ople i s nearly absent or distor ted so much that 
it seems absent to the obs e rver.25 

Albert Ellis feels that ur..der the "facade of psycho­

pathic bravado" there are feeli ngs of guilt and of low self­

esteem. Underlying the behavior of the psychopath is guilt 

a r.. a xiety. 26 

Suffice it to s a y, however 9 that for all practical 

purposes the psychopath suffers ~rom a deficiency of guilt. 

It is this ,•rhich, for the HcCords, "distinguishes him frora 

e ther cultural deviants. 1127 He does not f eel guilt. 

To say that the psychopath does not feel guilt is 

23Lindner, 2..:2• cit., p. 9. 
24stein, ~• cit., pp. 91 - 92. 

25Ibid ., p. 92. 

26Albert Ellis, "Rationa l Ps ychotherapy," Experi~ents 
Jn Ber -~iour Therauy , H. H. Eys enck (ed), (Oxford: Pergamon 
ress, 964) p. J09. 

27McCord and :ccord, on. ci t ., p. 11. 
__._ --
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not to say that he does not know 1•rhat society expects fror:l 

him. Quite the contrary is true. He knows what the rules 

o' society are, but he refuses to play byte game. It is 

this fact which creates the confusion in the courts of law 

regarding legal sanity and responsibility. 28 This was the 

case of t_e trial of Kansas iller Richard Eugene Hickock. 

The psyc iatrist reported "although he professes usual moral 

standards he seems obviously uninfluenced by them in his 

actions." 29 

It is this phenonenon that led Stein t o conclude 

t!1at the psychopath's problen "lies focally in the orectic 

area."30 He notes that this is 

evidenced by his ability to articulate the very code 
he violates. Intellectually he often lmows what 
society expects of him and c2n even feign guilt over 
its violation. He pssses paper and pencil tests con­
cerning the nores witb efficiency and can quote t he 
law to the policeman.J1 

It is this to which Cleckly calls attention when he 

uses the term "semantic dementia. 11 32 It is somewhat un-

28c1eckley, ££• cit., p. 514 f. 

29ca.pote, ££• cit., p. 331. 

30stein, 9.E· cit., p. 94. 

31Ibid ., pp. 94-95. 

32c1eckley, ££• cit., p. 412ff. 
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have interpreted him to mean a deficiency in the under-
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sta _dir..g of speech. 33 In reality he i·ras po· nting out that 

there seems to be no obvious connection between the psycho­

path's theoretical thinking and his irrati onal behavior. 

Lovelessness 

Closely related to the psychopath's inability to fee l 

guilt :s his inability to form a genuine bond of affection. 

He see~s cold and compassionless. He treats people 
as he does obj e cts ; as a rc.eans for his o,;,m pleasure . 
·I'hough he may f orm fl eetir.cg attacrrn1ents, these l a ck 
emotio~al_de pth ar-d_ tendernes~, anQ

4
frequently end 

abruptiy in aggressive e~plosions.) 

Lauretta Bender noted this inability to love in her 

chilciren at Bellview. She felt that "the primary defect" 

in t_e psychopathic c ildren with whon she worked was "an 

inab:lity to identify theoselves in a relati onship wi th 

ot e r people." 35 

Stein makes the very pointed observation 

33rb · · --1:..9:·, pp . 7- 8. 

34 1cCord and McCord, Q.E.• cit., p . 13. 

35Lauretta :Sender, "Psychc~·-thi c Behavior Disorders 
In Children," Handbook of Correctione.l Ps:vcholoo::, Rober-c 
M. Lindner a:r:.d Robert v-.- selige:r, eds., New York : P ilo­
sophical Library, 1947), p . 374 . 
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It is on the fulcru.:rr of identification that the 
socialization process most crucially turns. As Ber­
nard Diamond put it, "Whe n the.re is no identification, 
Ke are all sociopathic. 11 3b 

It ·s this trait that the NcCords call a "warped 

capacity for love. 11 37 Because rapport is so essential to 

t:1e process of psychotherapy, working with the psychopath 

is extremely difficult s_mply because it is so difficult 

to establish a meaningful relationship whic can become the 

t erapeutic relations1ip.38 There is ample evidence, how­

ever, that in some instances tharapists have succeeded in 

t:_e esta.blisb..ment of rapport wit the psycho pa th. 39 

One might be a bit presUD.ptuous to make the dognatic 

assertion tat the psychopat_ is totally incapable of love; 

-ut it is quite safe to state that he has a "severely blunted 

capacity for affection. 1140 And it is this lovelessness that 

36stein, 2.:2· ci!., p. 65. 

37i',IcCo::cd and NcCord, .£:2• cit.» p. 13. 

38Ja~es A. Knight, Consci ence and Guilt (New York 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1%9), p. 153;and Hervey Cleckley, 
"The Psychopath Viewed Practically" H0.ndbook of Correctional 
Psycholo~y, Robert N. LindneT and Robert v. Seliger, eds., 
(New York: Philosophical Library, 1947}, p. 400. 

39r,1ccord and NcCord, 2-E· cit. , p. 13; and Albert 
Ellis, "Rational Psychotherapy," Experiments In Behaviour 
Therapy , H. H. Eysenck (ed) Q.E• cit., p. 309. 

40:r,rccord and McCord, £E• cit,, p. 13, 
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sets him apart as a uniquely isolated individual. 1141 

It may be true that there is diagnostic confusior. 

regarding the psyc· opathic syndrome. I t is the assumption 

o this chapter, however, that a "dis t inct psychopathi c 

syndrome" does indeed exist, This assumption rests upon 

tte definitive work and ensuing concl usion reac hed by the 

cCords. 42 

The psychopathic syndrone in a single paragraph is 

stated by the McCords as follows: 

The psychopath is asocial. His c onduct often brings 
him into conflict with society. The psychopath is 
driven by primitive desires and an exaggerated craving 
for excitement. In his se~f-centered search for pleas­
ure, he ignores restrictions of his culture, The psy­
chopa t_ is highly impulsive. He is a man for t-:-ho:n the 
moment is a segment of time de~ached from all others. 
His actions are unplanned a:1d guided by his whims. The 
_sychopath is aggressive. He has learned few socialized 
ways of coping with frustration. The psychopath feels 
little, if any, guilt. He can commit the most appalling 
acts, yet view them without remorse. The psychopath has 
a warped capacity for love. His enotional relationships, 
w~cn they exist, are meager, fleeting, and designed to 
satisfy his o~m desires. ·rhese last two traits, guilt­
lessness and lovelessness, conspi4~ously mark the psycho­
path as different from other men. 

41Ibid., p. 14. 

42Ibid., p . 36 . 
4 31bid. , p . 14. 



CHAPTE III 

THE SOUTHER.N" BAPTIST 'I'HEOLOGY OF CO NERSION 

T. is chapter will di s cuss the Southern Baptist 

t eology of conversion as it is expressed by Southern 

Baptist writers. mhere is no attempt to make a critique 

of Sout ern Baptists and their t eology. It is simply an 

examinat · on of t heir literature and a report of the f "nd-

There are two major divisions to this chapter. Be ­

fore exa ining the cone pt of conversion, it seems t e 

logical thing to fi d out who the Baptis ts are. Afte r an 

introduction to the people, then the subject o conversion, 

as they view it, will be undertaken . 

Who _re Southe r n Bspt i sts? 

It should be noted frofil the very outset that South­

eTn Baptists are only one of ~ore than 40 Bapt st bodies in 

t ' e United States. 1 Souther Baptists currently number about 

11.4 willi on. 2 This makes them o e of the l a r ges t religious 

denomin~tions in America. 

1£obert G. Torbet, A Hi story of the Ba ptists (P i~a­
delp ia: The J udson Press,-1950), p. 5or;-

2clifton J. Allen, An-~ual of t he Southern Ba utist Con­
vention ( 1rashville: southern :Saptlst Convention, 1969) , p. -117. 
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Baptists ca.me from what is known in church history 

as t e Radical Wing of the sixteenth ce tury reformation.J 

The background and heritage of 3aptists in America is, for 

the most part, British. 4 It does not fall within the scope 

of this work, however, to consider the early expansion, 

growth, dissension or persecution of these people. Let it 

be sufficient to say that Baptists, in t he early years of 

expansion and growth on this continent, often disagreed, but 

they were able to work together. The right to dissent was a 

principle that i-ms carefully guarded.5 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century and 

early portion of the nineteenthp there was much dissension 

and strife among religious bodies in America . Baptists were 

6 no exception. During this time there were bitter controver-

sies amo .g Baptists over such matters as Unitarianism, Bible 

Societies, and even the Masons. According to Vedder, 

••• the ~ost bitter controversy of all, certainly 
that which left behind it ~he deepest scar s and most 
pe:rnanent alie::-iation was that 11hic arose over the 
question of slavery.? 

JTorbetp £.E• cit., p. 35. 

4Ibid., p. 219. 

5Ibid., p. 272. 

6H. c. Vedder,~ Short Hi s tory of the Baptists (p· 11-
udelphia: Te Ameri can Baptist P blication Society, 1907), 
p. J44~ 

?Ibid., p. J44. 
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. lliance was formed. 13 ·rhe purpo se o the Alliance vras to 

unite Baptists throughout the world . 14 

I - spite of being a part of the Baptist World Alliance, 

it might be suspected from the foregoing that Southern Bap­

tist s could be considered someHhat provincial as the regional 

adj ctive "Southern" would i:nply. 15 It must be kept in mind 

throughout this chapter t hat only southern Baptists are being 

considered and they are only a small portion of the whole 

family o Baptists. Baptist churche s in the South have tended 

to be oore conservative and orthodox (while feeling that they 

are anything b t creedal) t:a.n have the Baptist churches of the 

North. 16 Whi l e t hey have tended to be more conserva tive tha n 

some branches of the Baptist family , they have been more pro­

gress i ve t_an others. For instance, in 1902 a group of Bap­

tists knoNn a.s Landmarkists withdrew from Southern Baptists 

because they disagreed with me.ny of the me thods in missions 

and be cause of the theological issue of ecclesiasticism. 17 

This is a very inadequate historical survey of the 

1.3Robert A. Baker, A Surn~ary of Christian History 
(Nashville: Broad.man Press: 1959), p-.-.369, 

14Torbet, on. cit., p. 188 . ......... --
l5Ibid ., p. 460. 

16-• · d .L Dl • , p. 447ff • 

17rbid., p. 458. 
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people lmo':-m as Southern Baptists, but it will perhaps serve 

as a rat1er general introduction and give the reader some 

prepare.vion for understanding the context within which t:ie 

co~cept of religious conversion is being studied. 

The Southern Bantist Understsnding Of Conversion 

Baptists have long emphasized the need for conversion . 

~or Southern Baptists conversion refers to an outward change 

i~ beh3.vior . This outward change is an expre ssion of an inner 

r orientation to li f e. 18 Or to express it in the theological 

language , 

the term conversion usua.lly refers t o the outward act 
of the change man which is the manifestation of the 
ir>..ner change in his soul. A converted man is on191n whom 
the grace oft God has wrought a spiritual change . 

lthoug. he is speaking of Southern religion in g neral, 

H' ll also speaks as a Southern Baptist who is critical of his 

own religio when he states that two evangeli cal ideas have 

been intensely emphasized in the South: "The conversion ex­

perience is necessary; it is possible . 1120 According to his 

18H. H. Hobbs, What Baptist Believe ( Nashville: Broad­
~an Press, 1964), p. 97-.-

19E . Yo Mullins, The Christian Reli~ion In Its Doctrinal 
E:x:-oression ( P iladelphia-;-T e Ju son Press, 1917), p. 377 . 

20 samuel s. Hill Jro, Southern Churches In Crisis 
( ~ew York: Rinehart and Winston, 1966), p. 61 . 
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widely held idea, one would not questiong as does the present 

research, w ether or not the experience of conversion is an 

emotional impossib lity for some individuals. To correctly 

understand conversion in the thinking of Southern Baptists, 

t . ere is a need to examine what is mea!lt by the "inward change" 

as well as the "outward c:b..s.ng "--or conversion. 

The Inward Chanp;e 

7 e term Southern Baptists have given to the inner re ­

orientation of life is the 1rnrd "regeneration. ,, Zl 

Regeneration is the result of the direct action of 
the Hol y Spirit upon man~s spiri t. In it the penitent 
believer r ece ives a new nature. There is a radical 
c:ianr.:e in the aim and J2llrpose oz lir_~. The .:1dvent of 
a ne';,1 set of motives, e.nd a moral and spiritual rene1-ral 
of the ~ill Lita.lies not in the original/ . In the 
scripture t he cha1ge of nature is described as t.e "new 
birth" or the "new creation. 11 22 

?or Southern Baptists this experience of r egeneration is 

absolutely necessary if a person is t o conside r himself a 

part of the Christian faith. 23 Theologians of Southern Bap­

tist persuasion make it Absolutely clear that two elements 

are needed to bring a person this inward experience: repentance 

21Mullins, £"2• cit . , p . 52 . 

22Ibid. 

23To G. David, Saved And Certa in ( Nashville: Bro~d.man 
Press, 1955), p . 21ff . 



and faith . 24 T ese two terms must be examined a little 

further. 
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Renentance . Strictly defined, the word repent comes 

fron a Greek word wnich means "sorrow before sin." 25 It 

mea _s t .at one turns from sin to God; it is an inward c ange 

of mind and attitude. The attitude of Baptists has not 

change d fro:n w' en Bow wrote "Baptists believe, not only in 

t::ie importance, but the absolute necessity of repentance. 1126 

At this point the ele~ent of guilt enters the picture 

a~d becomes an intricate part of total experience of conve r ­

sion. Repentance involves an a1...-areness of guilt. 27 It is 

often referred to as being under the conviction of sin. "Con­

viction of sin •.. is the state of being sensible of gui lt."28 

Perhaps the whole problem with which the present research deals 

becowes clearer when it is pointed out that this "consciousness 

of sin," whi ch is accompanied in varying degrees by a sense of 

24Nullins, ~• cit., p. 377 and Hobbs, ~- cit., p. 98. 

25Hobbs, .2.E· cit ., p. 94. 

26J. G. Bow, What Baptists Believe And Why They Believe 
It ( Nas~ville: The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, date unavailable), p. 11. 

27 Ibid., p. 12. 

28Robert B. Howell, The Way Of Salvation (Charleston: 
Southern Baptist Publication Society, 1849), p. 95. 
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ill desert and guilt, is for Baptists "the point of contact" 

between the individual and God. 29 Southard states this 

succinctly . 

At the threshold of a man's awareness of God is 
the conscience. A conscience is so crucial to Christian 
groNth that some people say "Let your conscience be your 
guide ." Jo 

I!'l coI:lmenting on the matter of "conviction" Hobbs goes so far 

2.s to say "Apart from this experience there can be no salva­

tion fro:;;:,. sin."31 

What this means at the practical level is that Southern 

Baptists, in order to bring about the conversion experience, 

e!:!ploy a methodology that attei!lpts to create within people an 

anxiety over the ir guilt. It becones necessary for the mis ­

sioner to show the potential convert the "seriousness of his 

condi ticn." 32 T _ere fore, tne one who vrould be converted is 

told of his sin, of judgment and hell so that guilt anxiety 

is produced .33 Since there can be no genuine religious con­

version without conviction for sin, it is concluded that "the 

29 1ullins, -2.E· cit., p. 51. 

30sanue l Southard, Conversion And Christian Characte r 
_Tashville, Broaclman Press, 1965) p. 2~ 

31Hobbs, .2.E• cit., p. 93. 

32Austin Crouch, The Plan of Salvation (Nashville: The 
Sund ~ School Board of the Sout ern Baptist Convention, 1924), 
p. t::.l. • 

33rbid. , p . 12. 
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deeper and QOre real the conviction, the deeper and more abid-

ing ~re the fruits of the religious experience.34 The method­

ology includes using the Bible to "convince" the unconverted 

of his sin and hence produce guilt. 35 Along with the Bible 

there are o ther "agencies" that bring about conviction. such 

as prayer, sermons, fellowship and personal appea1.36 

Faith . The second essential ingredient o the inward 

e~perience (regeneration) w _ich creates the outward experience 

(conversion) is faith. 

Southern Baptists se fait as "trust in Jesus Christ 

s.s Saviour and surrender to him as Lord. 11 37 This trust im-

. . .38 plies a mystical yet vital relationship i·ri th Jesus Christ. 

~·:1ere can be no true repentance apart rom this faith.39 Per­

haps ¾ullins states as concisely as any one the relational 

J4p. E. Burroughs. How To Win To Christ (Nashville: The 
su:: ay School Board of theSout-ern-Baptist Convention, 1934), 
pp. 74- 75. 

351bid., p. 77. 

J6L. R. Scarborough, With Christ After The Lost ( rash­
vill e: Broad!:::lan ?ress , 1952)~ 162ff. 

37w. T . ConYJ.er, The Gospel of Redemption (Nashville: 
Broadman Press. 1945), p. 200. 

JBibid. 0 p. 150. 

39clyde J. Turner, Soul Winning Doctrines ( ashville1 
Conve .tion Press, Revised Edition, 1955), P• 4o. 
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nature o the Baptist concept of faith. He says, "Faith is 

t1e bond of union between mnn and God, which brings not only 

new 1 · e an new power, but new la10-fledge ... 4o 

The ou~1ard ExDerience 

In ~nearlier section of this chapter the outward ex­

press on o the religious experience called conversion was 

mentioned. It is tis outward experience that is technically 

called conversion . It refers to the outward change in an 

i _dividual's style of life. This change is the effect of re ­

pentance and faith. 41 

It can readily be seen that Southern Baptists believe 

the inward experience described above produces a very visible 

and marked change in the behavior of the religious convert. 

Ee "becomes a new creature." 42 For Baptists the word con­

version does not necessarily raean a highly emotional or 

mystical experience, but it definitely "refers to a c ange 

in the manner of one's life." 4 3 

41Hobbs, ~• cit., p. 97. 

42Turner, 2.£• cit •• p. 16. 
4 3Findley B. Edge, A Qu e st For Vitality In Reli~ion 

( ·as : v ille: Broadman Press~ 1963), p. lb4. 
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A Further Hord As To The Role Of Guilt 

urther word, albeit very brief, must be added re­

garding the role of guilt and tTust in the relig ous experi­

ence of Southern Baptists. It must be kept in mid that con­

version for Baptists is but "the initial stage in a lifelong 
44 process." In Baptist theology, conversion is the experience 

by which a person enters the C'ristian life. It is assumed 

tat t' e new life wil l ~eed to be developed. 45 This is the 

manner i whic_ one matures in his religious faith. The con­

ditioi s of growth are the same as those by which a person is 

co1verted: repentance and faith. 46 This surely means, a.s 

Sout ar 21otes, that "an appropriate stirring of conscience 

is a g de to Christia!l chara.cter. 047 

The implication of convers on is that the converted 

perso will ten become a part of the Christian comnunity 

knm·m as t e church. A basic quality of this Christian 

co;:nn:unity is to be love. Love in turn expresses itself in 

arm.on ous relationships with ot ers within the religious 

44, u11·nsp 2.E• cit.p p. 53. 

45conner, .2.E• cit., p. 258ffo 

46Ibid., p. 52. 

47southard, 
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While the present work considers primarily the psy­

chopath and the possibility of him having a religious con­

version as it is advocated by Southern Baptists, it is im­

porta·~t that the matte r s of religious growth and church 

membership be noted in passing. The importance of mention­

ing tis will be readi l y observed in the case studies pre ­

sented in Chapter IV. 

Su!Ilmary 

· his chapter has introduced by means of a brief 

histo_ical survey the Christian denomination called t e 

Sou thern Baptist Convention and has reviewed the materials 

of southern Baptist writers pertaining to their concept of 

conversion. 

It has been noted that conversion, as it is viewe d 

by Southern Baptists, is an outward change in the behavior 

and life style of a person that has resulted from an inner 

reorientation to life. Te importance of guilt and trust 

in t his process of reorientation have been parti cularly under­

scored. 

In order to better prepare the reader for the behav·or 

48Joseph F. Green, Faith To Grow On ( Nashv· 11e: Broad­
man Press, 1960), p. 107. 



dGscrit0d in the case st~diea of the psychopaths in this 

:~o::.:-k 9 specio.l attention r ... 1o.s occn called to 1:·:hat Southern 
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his conversion. 'I'he ne::t 

c ap~er will present case s~udies of psychopathic beh&vior 

as it relates to the Southern Baptist theology of conversion. 



CHAPTER IV 

CLI NICAL C~SE STUDIES 

It is customary to review t e literature related 

to one's subject Fhen doing thesis research. Chapter two 

oft e prese~t wok considered the psychopathic syndrome 

as it has been established in the literature of tne be ­

hav·oral scientists. Chapter three explored the documents 

that have been produced by Sout· ern Baptist t eologians on 

the subject of conversion. This chapter is given to the 

c·inical case studies. 

The purpose of the present chapter is to present 

clinical materials de onstrating the manner in whi ch the 

psyc opath functions within a religious framework. All of 

t e case studies presented relate to the Christian conver­

sion expe ience as viewed by Southern Baptists and the psy­

c .opath's be . avior as it proceeds out of the religious 

sym ols. 

~e persons int ese case studies are protected by 

t:e use of pseudonyms. In each instance there will be a 

brief introduction stating t e sources for the mater·a1 con­

tained int e case histories. Te introduction will be 

fol o~-red by a social istory an.d a rev· ew of the i ndividuals 

involvement rith and use of religion. 

Because of this researcher's personal involvement 

~;:... t the subjects whose case histories are being presented, 



t}e use o t e first person will be used to some extent in 

tis chapter. 
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Peter is a 33 year old male serving a life sentence 

in the Texas Department of Corrections for murder. The 

material from which this study comes is from t wo sources. 

The ~irs t source is, of course, Peter' s prison record. The 

secon source is personal observations as Peter participated 

in group counseling . 

Social History 

Peter was born in the state o ew York. He was the 

secor-d child in a fa ily of one sister, two brothers and t wo 

half sisters. W' .en he was stil l very young is parents were 

divorce • His mother died wen he was only seven. 

Even though both of Peter•s parents remarried, after 

t eir divorce he was placed in an orphanage. Apparentl y, 

there were very poor fami ly relationships. Peter r emembers 

is father as being very harsh, even cruel. Peter states 

that Nhen he v1as about six years of age , his father struck 

him in the head l'li th a ham.mer. A stee l plate had to be 

placed in his head . Prison medi ca l records verify that there 

is a steel plate in his skull. 

H ile at the orp ana e Peter was sent to one of the 
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local schools. His fathe through a regular c ourt coifil.Il·tment , 

eventually had him admitted to a state school for teachable 

oe ~al de ectives. On the Revised Stanford- Binet he was 

given an I.Q. of 76. He escaped once from the school and 

because of his inability to conform t o the rules was placed 

on c onvalescent status in care of foster parents . 

His foster parents were good to him and s howed him 

_ave. He got along rather well while l iving on a f a~m with 

the~. However , upon one occasion when he felt everyone was 

a gai~st him he set the barn on fire. Consequently, he was 

arrested a .Ld c harged -ii th arson. He was sentenc ed as a 

yout ~ul offender and enter ed the Reception Cente r a t El mi r a, 

rew York . He was 18 years of age at the t i me . 

From the Reception Center he was transferred to the 

Woodburne Correctional Institution. Here he created numer­

ous disturbances . He ,;,ras charged ,-1 t. possession of a knife, 

and was transferred t o anot er institution . Hi s behavior 

t _ere was essentially the same. He was finally t ransferred 

to a state hospital for observation . 

Records fro these institutions are interesting read­

ing . They present a somc,;,;hat confusing picture . This i s 

~urther indication of the difficulties in diagno s i ng psy­

chopathy . For instance , in the pre - sentenc e exami nation 

conduc ted before he was sent t o the Re c eption Cent e r it was 
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reported tat he was of borderline inte lligence , that he wa s 

very dangerous and that he wa s able to stand trial because 

he w2.s not i n a state of imbecility or insanity that would 

render him incapable of making his defense. 

Afte r s entenc in and at the Reception Center he was 

g iven a diagnosis of " Psychopathi c Personality with Patho­

logic Emotional·ty, Schizoid Personality, Emotional Instab­

ility." During this time he told of the enjoyment he re ­

c eived from _-i 11 ing s:oall animals. 

The examination a t Woodburne reveals an "inability to 

r elate to people ••• affect a t times is completely inappro­

priate." 

At t he state hospital the diagnosis is bewildering 

and even amusing . Te offic ·a1 diagnosis reads "Psychosis 

with Psyc hopat ic Personality, Episodes of Emotional I nstab­

ili t y ;Ti th Schizoid features." Af ter only three months a 

Cert _icate of Recovery was issued. The condition of dis ­

charg e -- "recovered." Peter was then returned to the 

correctional institution to complete his sentence. 

After his r e l ease , Peter began to travel . He wandered 

&cross the United States and Mexi co. By the time he was 

arrested in Texas for his present offense at the age o 24, 

_e had a record of 12 arrests ranging from New York to Cali ­

fornia, from rizona and Nevada to Texas. His offens es rang ed 

from vagrancy to carry i ng a concealed weapon and suspicion of 
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robbery. 

It is difficult to 1mow o_ Peter's behavior during 

tis time. ,uc. of his criminal activity consists only of 

h s say-so. His records reveal that he has a tendency to 

t lk a sreat deal and in the process there is much fabrica­

tion of the truth. Peter's present offense is the murder 

o the man in a west Texas community who had hired him to 

Pork on his ranch. Peter decided that he needed more money 

so he told t e girl he had taken to live w th him of his 

plans to kill his employer, the employer's family and broth­

er. This would have been a total of five murders. He might 

have been successful in his plan had not the girl with whom 

he was living in a common-law arrangement (his previous 

marriage to a girl in }exico had not been officially termi ­

nated) refused to bring him a second gun when his first gun 

jar::ned after killing his e~ployer. 

Peter fled to Mexico but the Federal Bureau of Inves­

tigation issued a fugative warrant. He \·1as arrested almost 

a month later in Guadalajara and returned to Texas to stand 

trial for murder. He was convicted and sentenced to life. 

The psychiatrist who examined him before his trial 

reported his findings. 

It is my opinion that (the subject) has a low 
normal intelligence, that he has a schizoid person­
ality, and that he will not benefit from experience 
••• it is my opinion that he will not benefit from 



psychiatric treatment. It is further my opinion 
that at the time of the commission of the crime in 
question and at t e time of ny examination (he) 
knew the di ference between ri g ht and wrong and t hat 
he knew the natural and p obable consequences of his 
acts. 

Upon his reception into the Texas Department of 

Correctio_s the prison psychologist made the following 

evaluation: 

Adolescent type of constitutional psychopath on 
an unstable explosive personality profile complicated 
b y Earked hostility and aggression when aroused ..• 
subject is not ~entally ill, but is socially ill and 
dangerous to society. In short inmate kills ••• and 
has no guilt feeling s about his behavior. This is in 
co:lITlo 1 i·Ti th all constitutional psychopat _s. • • imrate 
is a cold mstabl e immature psychopathi c kil ler w o 
acts on inpulse. 

After five years of incarceration the following 

evaluation was illade by another prison psychologist . 

This irm8t.e has a psychopathic personality, and is 
very unstable emotiona_ly an~ socially ••• lacks 
values and. has no identification 1·1i th societies {si2._7 
standards, • , with a weapon he -irnuld kill anyone whor;i 
he believes is against him without any feelings of 
gui lt. 

In light of the preceding it ~ight be safe to say 
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that Peter's psychopathy was due to both rejection (although 

there is reported a fair relationship with the foster parents) 

1 
and brain damage . 

l william 1cCord and Joan ~ccord, Psychopathy And De ­
linauencv ( Ne·•r York: Gr une and Stratton, 1965) , p . 6~ 
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Reli~ious Experience 

Peter states that he was brought u p within the Catho­

lic fait • However, u pon his arrival at the Texas De partment 

o Corrections, he had started attending religious services 

le by a Southern Baptist Chaplain. He also began to partic­

ip te int e Sunday School which was mode l ed after the South­

ern Baptist Convention 9 s Sun ay School program and also used 

literature printed by the Southern Baptist Convention. It 

was during this time, according to Peter, that he decided he 

neede· to change . So he turned to religion and "saw the 

light." 

The first encounter I ad with Peter was when I was 

ass gned by my supervisor to the maximum security unit on 

whi c. Pete r was incarcerated. Peter had been asking to take 

part in gro, p counseling . The group l eader, against his 

etter j gment, permitted i~ to be come a group me~ber. 

Wlen I was assigned to the unit, my responsibilities ncluded 

assuming the role of group leader. 

I observed Peter in the group for a period of approxi ­

~ate : y six months before he wa s transferred to another unit 

fo r disciplinary reasons. D~rlng this time he had a tendency 

to dominate the group. he enjoyed the attention he got r.e n 

he related his escapades to the other group members. Conse ­

quently , he tended to relate exaggerated stories about his 

trips to South America to hunt in the jungles of the Amazon 
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( which cannot be verified by the records), of how he had been 

hir d to kill, and even how i nmates had hired him to maim them 

int z fields so they would not have to work. 

In one of the group sessions he began talking about 

how rauch he Kas getting f:rom the Sunday School program and 

t e " orship services on the unit. s with most of his con-

fabu_ation there seemed to be almos t no feelings of any 

dept .• He was confronted by one of his fellow group members 

Kith the question "Do you think you could ever kill anyone 

again?" 7ith candor, but with shallm·1 a~d inappropriate 

feeling he assured t e group that he could, but that he did 

not want to. In fact, he assured them that to kill some peo-

ple would be doing God a favor as °l'Tell as humanity. 

When questioned as to what he meant by doing God a 

favor, he related how he ad been hired to kill the brother 

o~ t.e nan who ad employed him. He told of doing the job 

and wen he returned to get his money he asked is employer 

"How do you want yours?" The man inquired as to the meaning 

of Peter's statement. Peter told the man that he wa s asking 

whether or not he \·m.nted to get shot in the back or from the 

front. The man began to run~ at least as Peter relates the 

story, and Peter then shot the man in the back . His rationa­

lization was "any man that would hire me to kill his own 

brother doesn't deserve to live . I did God a favor by kill ­

ing him." 



The story may only be a fabrication but it was told 

ith little feeling. Peter constantly left the group mem­

bers frust~ated. This was because he could not relate to 

tlefil at the level of genuine feelings. mhere was no emotion­

al involvement. 

On nurterous occasions I would attempt to get him to 

express his feelings about the matters he brought forth for 

discussion, but he seemed to have no strong feelings about 

anything . The strongest feelings he ever revealed were 

feelings of anger toward some of the prison guards . 

When Peter would began to talk about how he could kill 

and how happy he was with a gun in his hand, some of the group 

members would confront him about the inconsistency of his 

statements in light of his religious pronouncements. He would 

seem u.r..affected. The group would relate their frustration and 

anger to m. 

Hh le Peter could talk about what he had lear ed in 

Su..'1.day School that Neek, it seemed to make no difference at 

all in how he behaved. One of the more angry group members, 

chided him that his religion meant nothing to him, " Why , fo 

the right price, I bet you'd be willing to kill Mr. Kemp." 

Peter de. ied that he would kill me, but he did so with such 

a flat emotional response that I was not in the least bit 

comforted by his denial. 

Because o discipl~nary action Peter was trans erred 
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to anothe r maximum security unit, He soon began to lose 

interest in is Baptist faith and when I last talked with 

him he wast inking about getting to know more about Juda ism, 

Paul 

Paul is a JO year ol white male who served less 

t~an ive years on a fift een year sentence ·n the Texas De ­

partment of Corrections for rape. He is of medium height, 

dark- compl exioned and exceptionally handsome . The source of 

t e material for this case study is the same as in the case 

of Peter. 

Socia l Hi sto:rv 

Paul was born in Ohio and -1as the younges t in a family 

of four brothers . The report of the i nstitutional sociolo­

gist reveals little about his family r elationships. However, 

perso al inter views revealed t hat his mother was somew a t 

over- protective. Paul was e r younges t and perceived as _er 

ba'Jy, She found it diffi cult to l e t him grow up . On t he 

ot, er .and, the father whi l e not ove rly demanding , was diffi ­

cult to please . He was kind but usually critical, 

Paul had a rather normal chi ldhood (although the in­

stitutional sociologist r eports that his home stability is 

poor) but when he was in his early t eens he injured his head 

after diving into a swimming pool . He had a severe concus-



sion. Until he committed the offe nse that took him to the 

Texa s Department of Corrections his major offenses had been 

fuunk and disorderly con uct and fi ghting. 

After quitting hig h school, Paul decided he would 

join the Air Force. He served approximately one year and 

then was given a general discharge under honorable conditions 

due to unsuitability to military service. When he left the 

Air Force he began to nove about across the country, first 

goi· g to California and try ing is hand at odd jobs. He 

returned to Ohio long enoug h to marry and then moved back to 

California taking his wife with him. From California he 

moved to Texas, Arkansas, back to Ohio, to Florida, Kentucky, 

b a ck to Ohio and finally back to Texas where he was living at 

the time of is crime. All of this moving took place in a 

s pan of four years . In the meantime his wife had given birth 

to t wo daug ters. 

For the most part Paul has a pleasing personality and 

wins friends easily. Letters from former employers state that 

he was intelligent, hard~0 orking and a:nbi tious. It seems 

strange, however, that he never stayed with any one job for 

any leng th of tine. 

His wife, after five years of marriage left him. They 

were living in Ohio at the time. After the separation and 

divorce Paul moved back to Texas and had been in Texas for 
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T_e diagnosis as reported by the psychiatrist was "without 

psyc osis: Passive - aggressive personality, aggressive type." 

Two years later Paul was interviewed by a counseling 

psycho ogist for an evaluation to be given to the Parole 

Board. The ambiguity of diagnosis is seen in the report: 

Acute emotional insecurity ••• intertwined paranoid 
ideations ••• Anxiety is pervasively moderate ••• 
Bright normal mental abil ity. Highly deferent and in­
apt at making decisions. 

Reli gious Experience 

Apparently Paul was supposed to have had a conversion 

experience in a Methodist c urch i·rhen he was about 16 years 

of age. All indications are that this experience is very 

similiar to what Southern Baptists expect. 

After his initial religious experience, Paul developed 

an interest in becoming an evangelist or minister . His mothe r 

is a very religious person and encouraged him (and still does) 

to pursue a career in the ministry . Even after his marriage 

e waste minister for a small rural Methodi st church in Ohio . 

i' e. Paul arrived at the Texas Department of Correc­

tions, he immediately threw himself into every program t hat 

would earn him extra points on the Point Incentive Program2 

w' ich would in turn a. d his chance of parole . 

2The Texas Department of Corrections has created a 
system of points to encourage inr.1ates to participate in 



When I first met Paul he had been assigned and re ­

assigned. to three different units of the Texas Department 
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of Correctio. s. On each unit he .ad managed to manipulate 

hinself into a place of prestige. He would not be on a unit 

very long until he had become the Secretary of the Alcoholics 

nonymous group. He would work very closely with the chap­

lain unt'l the chaplain would make him the Superintendent of 

the Slillday School program. 

such was the situation when I first met Paul. He was 

the Secretary of the Alcoholics Anonymous group that my 

supervisor had assigned to me. I soon experienced him to be 

bright p full of ideas on ho:'l to make the Al coholi c s Anonymous 

group raore e fective and also how to make the group serve his 

own purposes . 

It was soon after I net Paul that I discovered the 

chapl~in had asked him to serve as Superintendent of the 

Sunday School which, incidentally, was structured on the order 

of the su.~day School program of the Southern Baptist Convention . 

He was also a nember of the counseling group that had been form­

ed out of the lcoholics Anonymous group. This meant that Paul 

had moved into a position to pretty well run the Alcoholics 

~cti·. i ties that would contribute to his reha bilitation. Points 
are given for the inmate's attitude and work, as 1·rnll as for 
participation in religious activities, group counseli g , t e 
education program and Alcoholics Anonynous. The Parole Board 
takes notice of this evaluati o~ 1·rhen the inmate is being con­
sidered for parole. 
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nonymous an religious programs on that unit. 

Through a conference with the chaplain Paul learned 

t hat I .ad served as a Baptist mini ster. He was s oon coming 

to me to ask religious questions. He hed enrolled in Bible 

courses offered by the Southern Baptist Conventi on and in­

dicated tha t he wa s considering entering the Baptist ministry. 

In an individua l i nterview with Paul, following a group 

counseling session, e let I:J.e know that he was in group counsel­

i:r:g not so much because he had a problem, but because he wanted 

to see t e technique I u sed in working with groups. He indi­

cated that he wanted to learn more about group dynamics so he 

could be more ef ective n working with his Sunday School 

t eachers. 

In one of the group counseling sessions, a rather aware 

partici pant confronted Paul with his lack of feeling and par­

tici pation. He accused him of playing a role and using both 

r eligion and Alcoholics Anonymous for selfish purposes. Paul 

admitted that he was using both programs to help make parole 

butt at it was all ri ght because he was he l ping so many of the 

other i nmates . The group members we re not particula rly impress ­

ed by· is altruistic spirit. 

Only recently I received a letter from Paul stating 

that he had been paroled. He had served a little over four 

years of prison time. 
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David 

David is a 22 year old white male who has been in 

an' o~t o ~ trouble or most of his 1 fe . While he has been 

arrested on numerous occasions, e has never rece i ved a 

prison sentence. 

Te information contained in this case study is de ­

rived from personal expe rience and involvement with the sub­

ject and his family. 

Social Histo::-y 

David was born in a small city in Southeast Texas. 

He is the eldest of three children . His si s ter is three 

years younger than he is and a brothe r is nine years younge r. 

David's fam ly environment was unstable from the very 

beginning. His fathe r was a rough, harsh individual who 

d::-ank a great deal. He would often yell a t the children and 

slap t _em, parti cularly David. The mother was a whinning 

over- protective mother . When the father was extreme ly cruel, 

she 1·rn ld wait until he was gone and be especially kind to 

t he children but always as a sufferer. 

The parents obtained a divorce when David was approxi ­

mately ten years old. As David grew into early adolescence 

his mother was unable to control him. He ran with a gang of 

boys known for truancy, vandalism, theft and drinking s pree s. 
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David was ofte expelled from school but his mother 

always manage d to ge t him readmitted. Whe n he was arrested 

byte loca l police a.d the lo cal judge wast reatening to 

send him to a reform school, she manage d to turn on t ears 

a ·1d relate her su fering to the judge . Time and a gain she 

manage to keep David from being sent to a reform school. 

At the a g e of sixteen David was playing with his eight 

year old brother at their ho::ne. It wa s sUID!ller and t h e brother 

ad his s irt off. As a game David pulled his pocket knife . 

He held is brother a2d put the lrnife a gainst the boy's bare 

sto~ach. David kept dragging the lmife across his brother' s 

stomac. in a threatening manner. The youngster was t errified 

an· began to cry . David co1tinued this macabre game until 

the ~ot e r eard the cries and came upstairs to squelch t . e 

sport. David thought it was very funny tat his little brother 

carried on so. He s ee~ed totally UJ1.moved by his brother's fear . 

David would occasionally g o to visit his father who had 

long since moved away. The mother would allow this only be -

ca' se she felt she could no longer handle David or beca use he 

need.ed t .e firm hand of his fa the r. When David i·as 17 years 

old he ~as visiting his father and helping him in his mac hine 

s · op . T ey were wo king on an automobile together. T ey began 

to argue . In the course of the argument David's father ca lled 

hira a son- of - a - bitch . Dav id hit his father . David wa s extremely 
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large for his a ge. At 17 he was six feet four inches tall 

but the blow hardly phased his father. The father, however, 

was so angry he knocked David completely across the shop and 

unconscious with a single punc ' • When David regained con­

sciousness he was told to l eave. He has not seen his father 

since that time. 

Every attempt to help David has proved futile. He wa s 

expelled from school as a sophoffiore and school officials told 

his mo ther that they would not permit him to enter school again. 

He was sent to a private Baptist school in another state but he 

refused to stay for very long. He has drifted from place to 

place always returning home for awhile usually to ge t some money 

out of his mother and then he is off again. Upon one occasion 

he was arrested in another state and served a six month jail 

sentence. But he has always managed to avoid receiving a prison 

sentence. 

Reli~ious Exnerience 

!hen David wa s about 10 years of age he was attending a 

Baptist encampment. During a "preaching service" in which the 

evangelist managed to manipulate several youngsters into making 

" de cisions for Christ 9 " David was "saved." He returned home, 

told of his "conversion" and was baptized. He was a member of 

the c.urch when I caIBe to serve as minister. 

I first became aware of David when my wife related to me 
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his be avio- in a Sunday night y outh group where she served 

as a sponsor . Throughout the discussion period David played 

with a lar5e poc_et knife. As he was leaving, he acted as 

thoug he were going to stab some of the boys in the group . 

My wi e corrected him. He immediately whirled and pointed 

the ktife at her . She managed to stare him down . He shrugged, 

gave a smirk and walked out without saying a word . He was 14 

at the time. 

Little time had passed before David's mother had come 

to my office regarding some trouble she wa s having with him. 

He had slipped out and taken the car at night without her 

permission . He did not have an operator's license and had 

1·rrecked her car. I made several suggestions but it becane 

apparent that she wanted sympathy and was unwilling to take 

any advi ce I might offer. From that time on I attempted to 

beco~e a friend to David, but try as I might, the relationship 

was sallow and superficial. I could never get very c lose to 

him. 

In a three year period David 9 s mother was i n my office 

many times and her calls were even more frequent. Always she 

would whine and eventually break into tears, but she would 

oanage to find an excuse for David's behavior. He r favorite 

statement seemed to be "I know David's a good boy, he ' s just 

ru.-rming around with a bunch of wi ld boys." As the opportunity 

would present itself I would suggest that she get psychiatric 



help for David but she refused to hear . 

One evening she called in tears and told me that David 

was in jail. I told her I would v isit with him. Arriving at 

the county jail I found the sheriff less than happy about the 

situation. When I told him I would like to see David, he be gan, 

" Well, we've got him this time. We're going to throw the book 

at him. We're going to wait until he's 17 (which was only 

about four months away) and then we're g o ing to try him as an 

adult . He's just like his dad. He was born bad . " 

The s heriff led me to David's cell and as I sat down in 

t he cell to talk with David, he seemed totally unconcerned . 

He showed no guilt and expressed no overt anxiety . His emo ­

tional response was shallow and unconvincing. Somehow his 

mo t her managed to scrape togethe r enough money to hire a lawye r 

who wa s able to ge t David on probation. 

It was during this time that I had written a paper on 

psyc ho pathy . I asked his mother to read the paper. After she 

had co~pleted the r eading I or.c e again suggested professional 

help. This time she willingly co- operated. When David was 

te sted by a psychologist in a l a r ge psychiatric center the d ia­

gnosis supported my clinical observations. The psychologist 

indicated that he wa s not willing to say that David was psycho ­

pathic because he was still young . As long as he was under 25 

years of age perhaps his personality would not be so rigid that 
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he Kould b e beyond treatment.3 He added that if David had 

the same personality profile at age 25 he would be very 

pessimistic about the outcome. 

Te psychologist used his influence to ge t David en­

rolled at an out of state Baptist Academy . Things went well 

for a few weeks but David refused to stay at the school, and 

refused t o follow throug' on any kind of treatment. His psy­

c . opathic behavior has persisted to the present. 

Elmer 

In his oonumental work on psychopathy Cleckley sho·,rn 

t .e behavior of the psyc opath as it is manifested in various 

4 professions . He misses a good thing, however, when he fails 

to include an Elmer Gantry.5 Although he mentions in pass ing 

t~at "Frank" is an ordained ministe r of "a small religious 

sect oted for vigorous evangelical fervo r" he fails to show 

t e psyc ~pathic be avior of one who has chosen the ministry 

h . t · 6 as is voca ion. For obvious reasons the Baptist minister 

3L. c. We bber, " Working With A Psychopath" Journal of 
Abr..ormal Ps:vcholog:y XLVII ( July p 1952), p . 721. and McCord-

4Hervey Cleckley, The Mask o f Sanity (fourth ed.; 
St, Louis: c. v. Mosby Company;-T9°54), p. 201ff. 

5sinclair Lewisp Elmer Gantry ( New York : Harcourt, 
Brace and Company , Inc., 1927). 

6c1e c kley, 9-.E• cit., p . 11 8 . 
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reputation as a fighter and was known for being rather "w ld." 

Re li ~i ous Experi e nce 

It was as an adult that Elmer had a "life changing con­

version experience . '' He was still working in the oil fields 

and by this ti~e he was married and had a family. Soon after 

his conversion Elmer indicated that he was "called to preach 

the gospel." 

He began to preach as he was given opportunity and 

finished his college education while serving as pastor of a 

s mall rural Baptist congregation. He felt that he should 

continue his education and receive seminary training. He 

left his family on the church fie ld while he attended seminary 

during the week . On the weekends he would return to h s church 

and family . 

During this time Elmer became sexually involved with 

t wo or three women in his congregation and also with various 

women in the ci ty where the seminary was located. He would 

often talk about his sexual conquests. His roommates were 

dumbfounded that he could talk about such experiences with­

ou t demonstrating any guilt anxiety regarding his behavior. 

One of his rooI!lmates finally c onfronted him with the question 

"How cs.n you look those wo:nen in the eye when you preach to 

them on Sunday?" His answer, which contained adequate the ­

ology but ir..appropriate affect and feeling was "It isn • t 
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easy until you know tha t God forgi ves you." 

Elmer 's behavior eventually rea ched the disci plinary 

committee o the seminary and he was broug t before the 

committee for examination. He admi tted his guilt and was on 

the verge of being dismissed from the seminary . However, 

tears of repentance and a recommendation from a faculty mem­

ber who was a friend gave him a second chance. He became 

much more careful about telling of his exploits. 

During s eminary he seldom studied, but he had a way 

of remembering enough facts to pass examinations . He often 

borrowed the notes of others to study and relied upon thei r 

wor k to ge t him through . Because of his ability to speak 

luently he could do any man' s sermon justice. That is 

precisely how he prepared his sermons. His sermon prepara­

tion consisted of borrowing the sermons of friends and room­

mates and adding them to his re pertoire. 

After graduation from seminary he settled into a grow­

ing pastorate located in a sIBall city. The same congregation 

had supported him through school. Now he could devote full 

time t o his parrish work . What this meant was more time for 

hunting and fishing . Hi s fami l y was as neglected as before. 

He cont inued his ways wi th the women in the church. 

As the smal l church grew there was a need for a part 

t · me c .urch secretary . A young married college student vol­

unteered to serve in this capacity. Her husband concurred 



that this would be a gift to the church. Elme r eventually 

became involved with her. The young secretary to l d her 
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usband of the affair and told him that she was seeking a 

divorce. a~ course, Elmer had _o intentions of leaving his 

wife and marrying the young secretary. The angry husband 

picked up a pistol and marched t o Elmer's office at the 

church . Elmer in his charming persuasive manner related how 

the young man had encouraged his wife to work as the church 

secretary. This had throt·m the secretary and pastor together. 

They were not :really at fault . Eventually , the distraught 

husband said "You're right, brother El mer, it's my fault for 

throwing you two together and I apologize for the way I've 

acted." 

Elmer made the most of the generosity of t he church' s 

deacons and the prestige of his position . He would charge 

clot_es at the local clothing stores with no intention of pay­

ing . Re knew that the deaco~s would not l et the church be 

embarr assed by the debts and would pa y the debts the mselves 

r a the r than let the church be scandalized . He ran up debts 

with medical doctors, dentists and optomologists. The bills 

followed him wherever he went. 

1hen the church built a new par sonage, Elme r bought 

new furniture for the house . Wi thin a few months he was 

called to a larger c hurch in one of the suburbs of a l arge 

city and again compl etely r efurnished their new home leaving 



his father - in- law the responsibility of paying for the 

furniture purchased shortly before moving . 
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In his new cha r ge his irresponsible behavior con­

tinued9 but his ingratiating c harm kept the people happy . 

T .ey were convinced he was indeed God's man for them and 

while they knew he had some faults they also knew that they 

were nothing serious. 

It was while he was serving as pastor of this congreg­

ation that I first met Elmer. He greeted me with a smile, a 

sweet syrupy platitude and a firm handshake. I could not put 

my finger on my feelings at that moment, but later upon re ­

collection I decided that the greeting had seemed somehow in­

s incere. As I came to know him better I discovered that it 

was indeed the lack of feeling in his greeting. The words 

we re right, but there were no appropriate feelings accompany­

ing t e words . 

By all t he traditiona l standards of success Elmer was 

a successful pastor; So successful, in fact, that one of the 

largest churches in that metropolitian area asked him to come 

as t he ir pastor. He decided to accept their invitation. 

Elmer continued not only to have affairs with women in 

his new parrish, but he occas ionally returned to his forme r 

one and renewed acquaintances with the female members. It was 

not long , however, unti l Elmer was ca lled to a meeting o the 

deacons of his new church. There they confronted him with the 
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signed state!ilents of t1'TO of the women of the church , ad.mi tting 

that they had been involved in sexual relationships with the 

pastor . He was asked what he intended to do . He gave them 

his resignation effective that night. During this time he 

showed no guilt over his behavior. He did show some anxiety, 

but it was because he had been exposed not because he was 

experiencing guilt over the manner in which he had used people . 

El~er left the ministry and went to another state. At the 

last repor·t he had become a traveling salesman. Prior to this 

he had spent 15 years as a Southern Baptist minister. 

This case study did not present documentation f rom psy­

chological instruments as in the three previous cases. I have 

relied upon clinical judgment. The NcCords have noted 

The next decades will probably produce adequate tests 
o guilt and r ational ability, but until that develop-
ment clinical judgment must carry the burden in diagnosi s.7 

From the manner in which Elmer showed little or no guilt and 

t' .e marked inability to relate in depth to persons I am con­

fident in concluding that Elmer manifests the psychopathic 

synd.ro::!e. 

Summary 

Tis chapter has presented in narrative form four 

studies of psyc opaths relating their psychopathy to their 

religious behavior. The clinical material has demonstrated 

7McCord and McCord,.££· cit ., pp . 38- 39 . 
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t· e manne r in which these individuals manifest their psycho ­

pat y . In each case guilt is fei gned but there is no evidence 

of age ine guilt anxiety. The relationships that are 

menti oned demonstrate a lovelessness and hence lack depth. 

T ey view people as ob jects to be used. Each person can speak 

t e language of religion and can relate a conversion experience 

but it is obvious that there is no change in behavior . The be­

havior remains aggressive, impulsive and asocial. o attempt 

has been made to draw any conclusions. That task has been re ­

served for the next chapter. 



CHAPTER V 

SU"1MARY AlD co·cLUSIONS 

As stated in the introductory chapter the purpose 

of this fina l chapter is to make a summary statement re­

garding the methodology used in this study, to set forth 

t e conclusions of this research, to menti on its limita­

tions and suggest some areas for further study. 

The Methodology 

This study has examined the possibility of reli gious 

conversion for the psychopath from the theological perspec­

tive of the Southern Baptist Convention. The working hypo­

t ' esis, based initially upon a theoreti cal question in the 

mind of the writer, has been that the psychopath is emotion­

al ly incapable of the experience known in Southern Baptist 

theology as conversion. 

The method o f testing the hypothesis is very simple. 

It was determined tha t first one must know who the psychopath 

really is. Consequently, the psychopathic syndrome was es ­

tablished based primarily upon the excellent work of the 

McCords . This is reported in detail in Chapter II. In order 

to determine the meaning of conversion as it is expressed by 

Southern Baptists the literat ure of Baptist writers was 

examined in Cha pter III . The next step was to examine the 
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actual behavior of psychopathic persons who claimed to have 

experienced a religi ous conversion. Chapter IV re cords the 

clinical case studies of four male psychopaths who professed 

the Southern Baptist faith. From this method has come t he 

findings related in the remainder of this chapter. 

Conclusions 

Certain conclusions have come from t he study of the 

lite~ature related to the psychopathi c syndrome and of the 

Southern Baptist theology of conversion. Essential to the 

conclusions reached by this resea rcher a re the case studies. 

Without the case studies the conclusions arrived at would be 

too theore tical to justify the effort expended in going 

through the literature . 

The basic conclusion is that the research t ends to 

support the working hypothesis of this thesis: the psycho­

path is emoti onally incapable of the experience known in 

Southe rn Bapti st theology as conversion. 

This is not t o make a theological pronouncement of any 

kind . The purpose of this work has not been to offer a critique 

of Southern Baptist t he ology . I t has simply been an attempt 

t o observe as a behavioral scientist that experience called 

conversion as it is defined by Baptist writers and as it re ­

l ates to the psychopath. 

In r eality, t he re i s an indication that Baptist theolo-



gians are coming to a more realistic understanding of the 

problems o guilt and psychopathy. For example, Brister 

would speak of "the complexity of gui lt ."1 He emphasizes 

t·at the pastor must come to grips wi th it more realistically 

t han in the past . 

Drakeford , a Southern Baptis t theolog ian and professor, 

even attempts to deal with t he problem of psyc ho pathy itself. 2 

He is t he fi rst Southern Baptist to deal directly with the 

ps ychopath . However, he relates the problem of psyc hopathy 

to t he pract i ce of integrity therapy and does not deal with 

t.e problem in theological t erms at all . There is also some 

q~estion about the examples he has c hosen to present as psy cho­

paths . He chose a g roup of drug addicts a s being r epresenta­

tives of the problem of psychopathy . In vi ew of the work of 

the ~cCords it is doubtful that Drake ford has c hos e n an ade ­

quate sampling .3 It is interesting to n ote that the Baptist 

theologians who are attempting to view in a more enl i ghtene d 

manner the problems related t o guilt are those who are relating 

the studies of t he behavioral sciences to the study of the ology . 

m ese theologians gener ally teach in seminaries and specialize 

1c. w. Br ister , Pastora l Care In The Church (New York: 
Harper and Row, 1964), p. 234. 

2John W. Drakeford, Integrity Thera py ( Nashville: Broad­
man Press, 1967) , p . 66 . 

3will iam McCord a nd Joan McCord, Psyc hopathy And Delin­
~ua ncy (New York: Grune and Stratton, 1956), p. 35. 
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in t he practical fields of pastoral ca re and reli g ious psy­

c ology . 

hile th s work Qakes no judgment of theology , it does 

not d eny the possibility that the psychopath is capable of 

a cha n g e in behavior due to an experience that might indeed 

be called a conversion experience, if convers ion is used to 

define a c hange in behavior. It is not, however, the ex­

perience def ined by Southern Baptists . 

The conclusions r eached i this study g ive conside ra­

tion to (a) guiltlessness and convi c tion of sin, (b) love­

lessr.ess and faith, ( c) a chang e in character, (d) semantic 

dementia, and (e) the psychopath in the c hurch. 

Guil t lessnes s and Conviction of Sin 

It has been pointed out in Chapter II t ha t one of the 

distinguishing features of the psyc hopath is his inability to 

f e el . guilt. Chapte r III in turn demonstrated that Southern 

Baptists f ee l that a person cann ot be truly converted except 

as he is convicted of h is sin, that is unl ess he feels guilty 

for his behavior. Be cause the psychopath does not feel guilt 

ove r his behavior it logically f ollows that h~ is not going t o 

be convicted of his sin r egardless of the manipulative method 

used to convince him tha t he is indeed a sinner.
4 

Whereas a 

4L . R . Scarborough, With Christ After The Lost (Nashville: 
Sroadman Pressp 1952), p. 162f. 
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g ood neuroti c might be very concerned about sin, convinced 

of his need for forg iveness even to the point of being pre ­

occupied with religion, t.e psychopath could not care less. 

As shown through the case studies, when the psychopath 

talks the religious language, he is not feeling guil t or a 

need for religion. He is content to use religion to his own 

advantage. He is not particularly concerned about religion 

except when it serves as a means to his own self advantage. 

Because the psycho path can feel little or no guilt and because 

feeling s of guilt are essential to the Baptist concept of con­

version, it is concluded that the psychopath cannot experience 

conversion as Southern Baptists view it. 

Lov ele s sne ss and Fa ith 

Closely associated with guilt is love. In fact, 

" Gu i lt begi n s in love ,~ i mposs ible without love and para­

doxi cally ~ only cured by love," according to stein.5 The 

psyc opath not only feels little or no guilt, but cannot esta­

blish genuine bonds of affection . 

Chapter III noted that for Southern Baptists faith is 

a relational matter . It is com~itment to the person in his ­

tory known as Jesus. It was also pointed out that this is a 

somewhat mystical relationship, but, nevertheless, it is a 

5Edward V. Stein, Guilt : The ory a n d Therapy ( Phila­
delphia : Westminste r Press, 1968), p. 1~ 
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relationship. The question then arises, can the psychopa th 

d e monstrate this kind of faith? Can he be that coir.mitted to 

a .yone, ~uch less to a pe r son that can be known only in t he 

context of a mystical relationship. The evidence of the case 

studies in Chapter IV are clear enoug h in showing the ina bility 

o~ t ' e psychopath to make much o~ what Baptists call faith. 

The psychopath cannot form bonds o f affection and this is 

ecessary if he is to demonstrete a genuine faith for faith is 

of a relational nature in Baptist theology. 

A Chan~e in Character 

If the above conclusions are correct, and there is 

little ev dence that would indicate otherwise, then it means 

that the change of character whi ch is called conversion does 

not take place in the psychopath. The chapter calling attention 

to t he Southern Baptist t eology of conversion, Chapter III, 

denoted the visible and marked change that occurs in the be ­

havior of the relig ious convert. The evidence of the case 

studi e s of the psychopath demonstrates rather clearly that al­

though he may g o through the outward motions of a conversion, 

even t o the point of becoming a minister, there is no real 

c han ge in his behavior. This change is an acid test of the 

genuineness of conversion as far as Baptist theology is con­

cerned. One can only conclude that in the case of the psycho-

path there has been no inner reorientation of life . It is 
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so~e~ ing only talked about in a glib, superficial manr.er . 

SeTI~ntic Dementia 

As noted earlier in this study, i t is unfortun.ate 

t hat Cleckley's use of the term "semanti c dementia" has been 

so mis1mderstood . 6 Whi le it is indeed correct t o note that 

one cannot determine by t his criterion alone the diagnosis 

of psychopathy, it is safe to say t hat in the area of reli gion 

it is perhaps easier t o understand what he means by the term 

than in any other area. 

The case studies demonstrate how the psychopath can 

talk about guilt , morality, sin, f orgiveness and change of 

behavior wi thout the corres ponding feelings . He can t a l k of 

guilt without feeling it. He can s peak of love without feel ­

ing or giving it. As in the case of Elmer, the psycho path 

can arti culate very precisely all of the theological i mplica­

t·ons of the Baptist idea of conversion and never experience 

the reality of that about which he speaks. 

The Psvchona.th in t he Church 

Jus t as in Chapter III it was necessary to point out 

what the pr actical i mplications of conversion are as they re ­

l ate to the process of maturing and living in reli.gious com­

~uni ty, it is necessa ry to comment upon it n the conclusions 

be "ng drawn . 
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Baptist s hold that t he truly converted person wil l 

live "the life of love."? It becomes the basic quality of 

t1e converted life. It is the basic foundation for the be ­

havior of the converted individual and it is "the quality 

of love exemplified by Jesus Chri st. 118 

This is, in actuality, the matter of identification . 

Baptists would say that the converted person is to become 

"Christ - like." That is, he is expected to identify wit h 

Jesus Christ. Is t he psychopath then being asked to do 

something that is, at least for him, virtually impossible? 

As Stein has noted, this is one of the essential problems 

of the psychopath. He cannot identify with others . 9 

The case studies r eveal persons who not only are 

ecotio~ally incapable of experiencing conversion, but also 

find that what is expected of them once they are converted 

is also impossible. ~he life of love ca n be verbalized by 

the psyc hopath , but he does not love. He finds it impossible 

to live in community and conversely, the community would find 

it more than a little difficult to relate t o him meaningfully 

and in depth. 

?Joseph F. Green, Jr . , Faith To Grow On ( Nashvil l e: 
Broadman Press, 1960), p . 99. 

8Ibid ., pp . 100-101 . 

9stein, .££• cit ., p. 65. 
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In each of the case studies, there is no difficulty 

in seeing how insi gnificant the church really is for the 

person w ose history is being presented . The psychopath 

uses the church or i gnores it, but he does not, or cannot, 

find it meaningful or necessary to his existence. The church 

simply becomes another tool the psychopath can use in his 

aimless, aggressive way . The psychopath finds that the people 

o the church are too kind for their own good . They are gulli ­

ble and therefore easily manipulated and used. Religion is for 

him an excellent , socially acceptable device that can be used 

as a lever to move people's defenses away so he can easily 

take advantage oft em . There is no apparent change in the 

psychopath's attitudes nor in his outlook on life in spite of 

the fact that he talks about his conversion . 

Li mitations 

There are some obvious limitations to the present work . 

In the first place the method of research is somewhat less than 

sophisticated. It would have been much better to have had 

control groups in whi ch the conversion experiences of the 

n e urotic, the emotionally healthy person and the psychopath 

could have been studied to determine contrasting values, to 

establish norms and arrive at some kind of statistical verifi ­

cation of the hypothesis . At the same time, however, clinical 
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observation and interpretation is still very much a part of 

the scientific method • 

. second limitation closely related to the above is 

the very subjective nature of the work contained in this 

thesis. The writer is a southern Baptist who has both posi ­

tive and negative feeling s about his religious heritage and 

therefore it is impossible to be entirely objective. More ­

over, the researcher was very personally involved with the 

p~rsons reported in the case studies. The cases were selected 

in part because of this involvement. Whi le the lack of total 

objectivity may be a limitation of this work, it might also 

be one of its strengths. This writer frankly feels that total 

objectivity is a myth because one always interprets his data 

t ough the eyes of his own set of life experiences. There 

is always a certain amount of subjectivity brought to any problem. 

Another limitation that might need mentioning is that 

which concerns the number of case studies used in the research. 

Although they were used because it was felt that they are some­

what representative of different kinds of psychopaths, there 

are only four of them and the question naturally arises, can 

one be specific in his conclusions if he uses only four men in 

his study . 

It is this writer's feeling, based upon far more than 

the four subjects presented in this study, that the same material 

would be uncovered regardless of the number of devoutly religious 
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psychopaths one might interview. It is, however, a leg itimate 

concern to raise a question about the number of cases reported. 

Areas Open To Further s tudy 

As work progressed on the problems contained in this 

t he sis there was a growing a wareness of the need of study in 

some related areas. There are a couple of areas in particular 

that mi ght make for a fascina ting study. 

It would be of worth to do a study of the people who 

insist upon the conversion experience as defined in this 

study . It would be of some interest for example to test a 

suffici ent sample of these persons and do a comparative study 

of t he pe rsona lity profiles of these with tha t of a sampling 

of psycho paths. The contrast mi ght be enlig htening. While 

it would be almost an impossibility, it would also be of in­

terest to see the personality profiles of those who sugges t 

as the norm for relig ious experience a conversion expe rience 

of the variety previously deiined both before and after their 

conve rsion experience. The necessary correlative would be 

personality profiles of psychopaths before and after their 

conve rsion. Would there by any significant chang e in the 

profile of either and if so how would they compare ? 

Another area of study that could prove interesting 

would be related to the Christian minister. In view of the 

case study of Elmer is it possible that there are ministers 



who possess varying degrees of psychopathy? No doubt t here 

are some who do . A series of psycologi ca l ins truments ~ight 

be use on a sampling of ministers t o determine the degree 

of psychopathy that might exist in the sampling . 

An idea that might bear investigation by t hose in­

terested in both religion and the behavioral sciences lies 

in the general area of the treatment of psychopathy. It is 

sometime s suggested that the most effective t he r apy for the 

psychopathi c child is to give love when love is not deserved . 10 

If this is so, can t he church become an ally in treatment by 

giving love when it is not deserved . For Baptists this 

situation would be an example of what is known as gr a ce. 11 

Baptists t hink of grace as unmerited favor; it is being loved 

wen love is not deserved. If the church is not currently 

serving in a supportive role what can it do, if anything at 

all, to he lp become a par t of the reorientation of the psycho­

pathic child's total environment< 

Little more need be said by way of conclusion to the 

present work . While there are many facets to the problem of 

psychopathy they have not been within the scope of this in­

vestigation. It is felt that sufficient evidence has been 

10william McCord and Joan McCord, Psychofathy And 
DeliY:auency ( New York : Grune and Stratton, 1956 , p. 110. 

11w. T. Conner, The Gospel Of Redemption ( Nashville: 
Broadn::an Press, 1945), p . 94 . 
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presented to support the conclusions reached and to justify 

the initial undertaking of such a venture. 
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